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N  E  W-E  N  G  L  A  N  D, 

I  ^ 

With  particular  Reference  to  the  Denomination 
^  of  Chriflians  called 

baptists- 

C  O  N  T  A  I  N  I  N  G 

The  firft  principles  and  fettle- 
ments  of  the  Country  ; 

The  rife  and  increafe  of  the 
f’aptift  Churches  therein  ; 

The  intrufion  of^rb/taryPower 
under  the  cloak  of  Religion  ; 

Collecled  from  moft  authentic  Records  and 
Writings,  both  AncieUtand  Moderii. 


By  Isaac  Backus, 

■Pafforof  the  fjrft  Bap lifl  Church  in  'Mi(liebo*'ongti. 


V  -  O  L.  L 


Enquire  I  pray  thee,  of  the  former  and  prepare  ihyfclf  to  tha 

SEARCH  ef  their  Fathers ,  Job  8 


Not  to  know  what  came  to  pafs  before  you  were  bc'n,  is  always 
to  femain  a  Child.  Cjcfro. 


BOSTON; 

Printed  byEDWARD  DRAPER,  at  v 

Ojfcs  IN  Newbury-Streef,  anu  soel)  ByPH  ILLIP 

FREEMAN,  in  Utnoti-Strcet.  ipjp 


The  Chrlftian  Teftimonles  of 
the  Baptifts  and  others  a- 
gainft  the  fame,  with  their 
'  Sufferings  under  it,  from  the 
Begining  tothe  prefcnlTime* 


I  S  1  O  R  Y  ^  has  been  fo  often  written  and 
_  ^  laiprovcd,  either  for  party  purpoles.  or 
mccr  ammement,  that  fome  ferious  perfons  have 
bcM  ready  to  treat  it  as  a  thing  foreign  from  re. 
h^aon,  and  of  little  fervice  to  mankind.  Yet  the 
.arae  perfons  will,  readily  own,  that  nothing  teaches 
la-vh,  experience  ;  and  what  is  true  hiftorv  but  the 
experience  of  tiiofe  who  have  gone  before  us  ?  of 
vnich  pcrnapsinine  have  been  more  remarkable, 
iincc  tne  a  lairs  ot  vlanaan,  than  tliofe  of  this  coun- 
try.  And  as  the  prclcnt  con  tells  libout  liberty  and 
government  are  very  great,  they  call  ioudlf  for 

quarter  time  can  be  gained  from  every 

Mil.  ^oliin  in  his  ancient  hiflory  fays  “  The 
-'s  eire  ordained  of  Cod-,  but  neither  every 

for  IIV  Rower,  nor  every  means 

he  attauiL’ent  of  it,  are  from  God,  though 

every  power  be  of  him.  And  when  we  fee  thefc 

gwcinmcnts  degenerating,  foinetimes  to  violence, 

taciions,  ae.potic  fway  and  tyranny, ’tis  wholly  to 

tne  paJions  or  mankind  that  we  muft  aferibe  thofe 

irregu  antics  which  are  directly  oppofite  to  the 

pniuative  infl.tution  of  ftates  ;  and  which  a  supe- 

RIOR  WISDOM  afterwards  reduces  to  order,  always  ' 

n.a 'ing  them  contribute  to  the  execution  of  ms 

deiigns,  tdl  of  equity  and  juficc.  1  his  fccne 

h*guly  uclerves  our  attention  and  admiration.  It 

®/i;V^king_the  reader  attentive  to 
iS  objecd,  that  I  timik  it  meumbant  on  me  to  add 
to  tac  account  of  fads  and  events  what  regards 

the 


PREFACE- 

tlie  manners  andcuftoms  of  nations;  bccaufc  thefe 
fliew  their  geaucs  and  character,  which  we  may 
call,  in  fonic  meai'ure,  the  foul  of  hiftory,” 

Now  ic  may  well  be  fuppofed,  thac  men  w^ho. 
are  ftriving  for  more  power  over  others  than  be¬ 
longs  to  theai,  will  not  nor  cannot,  fet  either 
their  own  or  their  opponants  geniies  and  cha- 
I'acbeV  in  their  juft  light.  And  if  it  (houid  be: 
found,  that  near  all  the  hiftories  of  this  country- 
wd'iich  are 'much  known,  have  been  written  by 
perfons  who  thought  themfelves  invefted  with 
power  to  ad  as  lawgivers  and  judges  for  their 
neighbours,  under  the  name  cither  of  orthodoxy, 
or  of  immediate  power  from  heaven,  the  inference 
will  be  ftrong,  that  our  affairs  have  never  been 
fet  in  fo  clear  light  as  they  ought  to  be  ;  and  if 
this  is  not  indeed  the  cafe  I  am  greatly  rniftaken, 
of  wiiich  tlie  following  account  will  enable  the 
reader  to  judge  for  himfelh 

The  greateft  objedion  that  I  have  heard  againfl: 
this  defign  is,  that  wo  ought  not  to  rake  up  the 
allies  of  our  good  fathers.^nor  to  rehearle  thole  old 
cpatroverfies,  wiiich  will  tend  to  increafe  our 
prefent  dilllcultles.  But  what*  is  meant  by  thii 
ohjection  ?  To  reveal  fecrets,  or  to  repeat  matters 
that  iiave  been  well  fettled,  between  perfons  or 
parties  is  forbidden,  and  its  afl'eds  are  very  perni¬ 
cious  ;  but  wiiat  is  that  to  a  hiftory  of  public  tads, 
and  an  examination  of  the  principles  and  condud, 
both  of  opprclTors,  and  of  the  opprefl'ed  ? 

Men  who  are  fllll  fond  of  arbitary  power  may 
make  the  above  objedion  ;  but  a  learned  and  in- 
genous  pedobaptiit  that  felt  the  effeds  of  Inch 
power,  latelyiaidfo^  The  prefbyterians,  I  confefs 
formerly  copied  too  nearly  the  epifcopalians.  The 
genuine  principles  of  univeiial  and  impartial  liberty 
Y/ere  very  little  underftood  by  any  ;  and  ail  parties 

were 
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were  too  much  involved  in  the  guilt  of  intollcrance 
and  perfecution.  The  diflenters  in  our  times  freely 
acknowledge  this,  and  condemn  the  narrow  piiii- 
ciples  of  many  of  their  predeceffors  ;  having  no 
objection  to  tranfnutting  down  to  poitcuty,  in 
their  true  colours,  the  acT:s  of  oppreffion  and  in- 
tollerance  of  which  all  fefts  have  been  guilty.  Not 
indeed,  as  is  fometimes  done,  with  a  viev/  of  en¬ 
couraging  fuch  conduft  in  one  party  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  others  ;  but  of  expofing  it  alike  in  all,  and 
preveiUing  it  wholly,  if  pofiible,  in  time  to  come.”*' 
'I'his  is  the  great  defign  of  the  enfuing  work  ;  and 
which  feems  cffentially  neceflary  to  that  end.  For 
as  every  one  is  orthodox  to  mmielf,  tney  who  have 
opprefl'ed  others,  have  .always  denied  it.  After 
our  baptill  fathers  in  Bolton,  had  been  greatly 
'  injured  for  1 5  years, they  publilhcd  a  vindication  of 
their  character;  but  as  to  their  other  fuflerings  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  faying,  ‘‘  Some  of  us  w'cre 
often- times  brought  before  councils  and  courts, 
threatened, lined, our  cltates  taken  away,imprifoned 
and  banillred  a  noted  miniller  called  their  vindi¬ 
cation,  a narrative,  and  faid,  “  Errors  lie  in 
generals,  a  particular  account  might  havebeen  more 
fatisfying.”  f  Here  therefore  are  a  great  number 
of  particulars  with  good  vouches  to  liipport  them ; 
vvdiich  Ihew  that  oppreffion  on  religious  accounts 
was  not  of  the  Grit  principles  of  New-England, 
hut  was  an  intruder  that  came  in  afterward. 

When  1  was  requefted  by  ffiveral  gentlemen  or 
note  and  others,  to  undertake  this  work,  two 
great  objections  prefented  themfelves  to  my  mind 
againllit  ;  namely,  my  great  unfitnefs  for  it,  and 
tile  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  necclTary  materials. 
But  their  importunity  prevailed  agaiiift  the  firftj 
and  divine  providence  has  removed,  the  other, by 

conveying 

*  Furncaux’s  letter  to  Blackftone,  p*  74* 

4'  VYiUari’s  Ni  fator,  p»  i©. 
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preface, 

conveying  into  my  hands  a  variety  of  authentic 
-uitenais,  much  beyond  what  1  conceived  could 
aave  now  oeen  obtained  in  the  world.  Many  of 
nan  l  have  taken  from  the  ancient  records  of  the 
coiomes  of  r  lymouth,  MaiTachufetts,  Providence 
-i-d  lyhode-Hiand,  as  well  as  the  records  of  the 
umtet.  colonies  :  though  I  fegfet  the  want  of  bet- 

latter, before  the  firft 
two  lundreci  pages  of  our  hiftory  were  printed 

3ble  •  have  alio  been  fervicc- 

to  ^  T'"''  1  I’etunr  iny  public  thanks 

fo.-  rhi  are  keepers  of  them, 

P-ew? n  treatment  they  have 

great  variety  of  otlier 
S?  fervicableto  me,  whereof 

-or  ’  hiftory  and  extracts  from  gever- 

yor  Vv  mthrop  s  journal  are  not  the  leaft.  t  is  to 
be  noted,  that  .only  the  word  Hubbard  in  the  fob 
ownng  quotations  refers  to  that  hiftory,  in  dif- 

f  another  valuable  collccftion,  of  Hiich 

at..,  tne  allowing  account.  Mr.  Samuel  Hub- ' 
paid  yime  over  to  Salem  in  1633,  in  his  youth  • 
jmne  d  CO  Watertown  church  in  163  c  ;  but  went 
t.iC  utneyear  up  to  Windfor,  where  he  foon 
maineu  a  church-member  that  r.  moved  from 

.  =^‘pl  they  fettled  atWeatheisficId  :  till 

rnidiy  1039  they  removed  to  Springfield,  and  he 
wayone  of  the  fave  men  who  firft  joined  in  found¬ 
ing  t:,at  viiuica.  It  was  conftituted  under  Con- 

h”t  falling  afterward  into 
f^in  h^  removed  in  1  647  to  Fair- 

""I'i ’.7  he  fay's,  “  God  having  enh'Hiten- 

cauouu^  kat  moftly  niy  wife,  into  his  Jioly  ordi- 
nance  or  baptizing  only  villblc  believers  ;  ami  be- 
mg  zeaexis  fur  it,  fhe  was  moftlv  ftruck  at,  and 

d  '-''here  [  was  alio  laid  to 

.re  a.-)  bad  .ts  uie,  and  threatened  with  imprilon- 

meat 
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jonctit  to  Hartford  goal,  If  we  did  not  renounce  it 
or  remove.  That  fcripture  came  into  our  minds, 
if  they  perfecuteyou  in  one  place,  flee  to  another."* 
Whereupon  they  removed  to  Newport,  and  join* 
cd  to  elder  darkens  church  there  on  Nov.  3.  1.64S5 
where  they  lived  to  old  age  ;  from  whence  he  re¬ 
peatedly  vifited  hi^  fuff'ering  brethren  at  Boflon^ 
and  had  an  extenfive  correfpondance  both  in 
Europe  and  America  ;  and  he  copied  fcveral 
hundred  of  his  own  and  others  letters  into  a  book^ 
which  I  am  now  favoured  with';  containing  a 
fund  of  intelligence,  from  1641  to  x688.  I'he 
wu'itings  and  papers  alfo  of  cur  elders,  Holmes, 
Comer,  Callander  and  others  have  been  iifeful  in 
this  defign.  1  hough,  for  want  of  room  1  have 
been  forced  to  leave  a  great  many  valuable  arti¬ 
cles  out  of  this  volume,  arid  to  give  but  a  fketca 
of  things  in  latter  times.  However  I  propofc  by 
divine  leave  to  preferve  and  digcil:  them  in  the 
beft  manner  1  can,  for  the  ufe  of  thefe  who  may 
come  after  us  ;  and  fhould  be  glad  to  obtain  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  rife,  progrefs  and  prefeat  ftate  o£ 
all  our  churches,  for  the  fame  end. 

In  the  folio vVing  work, ^ly mouth  Regifler  in¬ 
tends  an  account  of  their  cjfcrch  from  its  begining^ 
wrote  by  our  county  reglnCr,  and  annexed  to  Mr. 
Robbia’s  ordination  feriUoii  1760.  Thehiftory  o£ 
Providence  means  what  was  piiblifhed  of  that  na¬ 
ture  in  their  Gazette  in  1765.  Perhaps  the  reft  of 
my  authorities  are  fufficicntly  deferibed.  So  great 
a  part  of  this  hiftory  is  given  in  the  \Vords  of  others^ 
that  continued  marks  of  quotation  would  have  beeU 
tedious  ;  therefore  many  paftages  only  begin  and 
end  therewith  In  the  excellent  letter  you  have  ia 
39^ — I  have  marked  the  words  which 
were  neceftlirily  fupplied  to  compleat  the  fenfe ;  but 
though  I  have  as  ttrictly  kept  to  the  true  fenfe  ia 
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all  my  quotations  as  in  that,  yet  I  have  not  tliouo-ht 
It  neceuary  to  continue  fuch  marks  in  all.  Jn  the 
dates,  where  our  fathers  began  tlie  year  with  March 
I  have  either  plainly  noted  it,  or  elfe  have  bemm 
nie  year  with  January,  only  have  let  the  old  Itile 
itand,till  it  was  altered  here  by  law.  Of  the  mo77ies 
Mr. Prince  fays  their  reckoned  were  fterl.  till  1640! 
In  1652  when  they  firft  coined  filver  here  il.  of 
it  was  15s.  fieri,  and  fo  it  continued  to  1690,  w'hca 
they  began  to  make  paper  money, which  graduallv 
depreciated  from  6s.  10455  for'a  Spaiii/Ii  milled 
dollar.  In  1750  our  currancy  was  brought  hack 

to  what  it  w-as  a  hundred  years  before,'  and  that 

is  our  lawful  money  ever  knee.  A  daih _ in  a 

q^uotation  fignifies  the  oiiniTIoii  of  fomthing  there 
for  bervities  fake  ;  betwixt  ligures,  it  is  to  extend 
the  reference  from  one  number  to  the  other. 

Whoever  confiders  the  difficulty  of  compillntr 
fuch  a  work  with  exacfncfs,  together  with  the  com 
fulion  of  the  prefent  times,  and  the  authors  dif- 
tance  from  the  preft,  will  not  be  fevere  upon  him 
for  every  imperfection  they  may  difeover  therein  ; 
tho’  he  has  named  his  principle  vouchers,  on  pur. 
pofe  to  have  his  performance  thoroughly  ex-  ■ 
amiaed,  and  every  material  mi  flake  corrected. 
Sincerity  and  impartiallity  are  allowed  to  be  the 
mod  effential  rules  of  hiftory  ;  how  far  they  ap¬ 
pear  in  this  the  reader  wall  judge.  Only  the  au¬ 
thor  muft  fay,  that  he  has  acted  under  a  full  be¬ 
lief,  that  with  wffiat  meafurc  we  mete,  it  fhall  be 
meafured  to  us  again  ;  fo  that  we  cannot  injure 
others  in  any  cafe,  without  therein  wrongino-  our 
own  fouls.  And  to  imprefs  this  great  truth  upon 
every  mind,  is  the  aim  and  carneft  defire  of  their 

humble  fervant. 
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k  E  W-E  N  G  L  A  N 

With  particular  Reference  to  the  Peo-’ 

pie  called  Baptijls, 

Will  I  . .  I  I  .1  .11  1.,,. I  „  I  I  I..I  .>«|  ,1,  ,||||,•,<^  |„  ■III . mm, 

CHAP.  I. 

The  Sentiments  and  Character  of  the 
firft  Planters  of  this  Country,  with 
their  Proceedings  down  to  the  Year 
1634. 

)  obtain  clear  and  juft  ideas  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Baptifts  in  New-England,  it  feems 
neceffary  for  us  to  look  back  to  its  firft: 
fettlement,  and  carefully  to  examine 
what  were  the  fentiments  and  charafter  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  planters.  Thofe  that  began  the  firft  colony 
were  called  Separatifts,  becaufe  of  their  withdraw 
from  the  national  church  of  England and  differ¬ 
ent  parties  have  accufed  them  with  rigidnefs  there-^' 
in  ;  but  ingenuous  minds  will  not  choofe  to  be  turned 
off  with  hard  names,  without  knowing  what  is  meant: 
by  them,  therefore  let- us  hear  thofe  fathers  tell  their 

B  own 
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owfl  ftory.  They  feparated  from  the  national 
church  near  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  and 
fornned  focieties  for  worfliip  by  themfelves ;  till, 
after  fuffering  much  from  the  ruling  party  in  their 
native  country,  they  left  it,  and  fojourned  about 
twelve  years  in  Holland,  and  then  removed  to  this 
land. 

About  the  time  of  their  fleeing  into  Holland,  Mr. 
Richard  Bernard,  an  Epiicopal  niinifter  in  Notting- 
hamfhirc,  out  of  which  many  of  thofe  fathers  re¬ 
moved,  publilhed  a  book  againft  them,  v/hich  he 
called  "The  Separatift^s  Schifm^  unto  which  Mr.  John 
Robinfon,  the  paftor  of  the  church  which  afterward 
began  the  fettlement  of  New-England,  publilhed 
an  anfwer  in  i6ro, 'intituled,  A  JuJlification  of  Se¬ 
paration  from  the  Church  of  England,  As  1  am  fa¬ 
voured  with  this  performance,  containing  476  pages 
in  cpiarto,  I  lliall  from  thence  give  the  reader  his 
own  words  upon  the  inoft  material  points  of  their 
controverfy,  and  the  rather,  becaufethe  writings  of 
that  eminent  father  of  our  country  are  very  little 
known  at  this  day  among  us. 

Mr;  Bernard  began  his  book  with  feme  things 
which  he  called  Chrijlian  Counfels  of  Peace,,  to 
which  Mr.  Robinfon  anfwefs,  that,  “  As  God  is 
the  God  of  peace,  fo  are  not  they  God’s  children 
which  defire  it  not ;  yea,  even  in  the  midft  of  their 
contentions.  But  as' all  vices  ufe  to  cloath  them¬ 
felves  with  thejiabitsof  virtues,  that  under  their  li¬ 
veries  they  may  get  countenance,  and  find  the  more 
free  pafiage  in  the  world,  fo  efpecially  in  the  church 
all  tyranny  and  confufion  do  prefent  themfelves  un¬ 
der  this  colobr,  taking  up  the  politic  pretence  of 
peace,  as  a  weapon  of  mere  advantage,  wherewith 
the  llronger  and  greater  party  ufeth  to  beat  the 
weaker.  The  Papifis  prefs  the  Proteftants  with  the 

peace 
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peace  of  the  church,  and  for  the  rent  they  have 
made  in  it,  condemn  them  beyond  the  hearhenifh 
feldiers,  which  forbore  to  divide  Chrift’s  garments  ; 
as  deeply  do  the  bifhops  charge  the  minifters  refuf- 
ing  conformity  and  fubfcriptioa*,  and  both  ot  them 
us.  But  the  godly  wife  muft  not  be  affrighted  either 
from  feeking  or  embracing  the  truth  with  fuch  bugs 
as  thefe  are,  but  feeing  the  wijdom  -which  is  from 
above,  is  firji  pure,  then  peaceable,  he  muft  make  it  a 
great  pare  of  his  Chriftian  wifdom  to  difeern  be¬ 
twixt  godly  and  gracious  peace,  and  that  which  is 
either  pretended  for  advantage,  or  miftaken  by  er¬ 
ror,  and  fo  labour  to  hold  peace  in  purity.  Let 
it  then  be  manifefted  unto  us,  that  the  communion 
which  the  church  of  England  hath  with  all  the  wick¬ 
ed  in  the  land,  without  feparation,  is  a  pure  com¬ 
munion  ;  that  their  fervice  book,  devifed  and  pre- 
feribed  in  fo  many  v/ords  and  letters,  to  be  read 
over  and  over  with  all  the  appurtenances,  is  a  pure 
worfhip  ;  that  their  government  by  national  provin¬ 
cial  and  diocefan  biftiops,  according  to  their  canons, 
is  a  pure  government,  and  then  let  us  be  blamed  it 
we  hold  not  peace  with  them  in  word  and  deed  ; 
otherwife,  though  they  fpeak  unto  us  never 
fo  oft,  both  by  melTengers  and  mouth  of  peace, 
and  again  of  peace,  as  Jehoram  did  to  Jehu, 
yet  muft  we  anfwer  them  in  efFeft  as  Jehu  did 
'  Jehoram,  what  peace,  whilft  the  whoredoms  of 
the  mother  of  fornications,  the  Jezebel  of  Rome,  do 
remain  in  fo  great  number  amongft  them  ?  And  I 
doubt  not  but  Mr.  Bernard,  and  a  thouland  more 
minifters  in  the  land  (were  they  fecure  of  the  ma- 
giftrate's  fword,  and  might  they  goon  with  good 

B  2  licence) 

I 

*  The  main  of  thofe  who  afterward  fettled  the  Maffachufetti 
•colony  were  of  tliis  fort  ;  they  refufed  full  conformity  to  the  na—  , 
^i^jiavchurch,  and  yet  condemned  an  entire  reparation  from  it. 
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licence)  would  wholly  fhake  off  their  canonical  obe*' 
dience  to  their  ordinances,  and  negled  their  cita¬ 
tions  and  cenfures,  and  refuie  to  fue  in  their  courts, 
ior  all  the  peace  of  the  church .  which  they  com¬ 
mend  to  us  for  fo  facred  a  thing.  Could  they  but 
obtain  licence  from  the  magittrate  to  ufe  the  liber^ 
ties  which  they  are  perfuaded  Chrift  hath  given 
them,  they  v/ould  foon  lhake  off  the  prelates  yoke, 
and  draw  no  longer  under  the  fame  in  fpiritual 
communion  v/ith  all  the  prcy^hane  in  the  land,  but 
would  break  thole  bonds  of  init^uity,  as  ealily  as 
Sampfon  did  the  cords  wherewith  Daiilah  tyed  him, 
and  give  good  reafons  alfofrom  the  word  of  God  for 
their  fo  doing,”  p.  13,  14. 

Whoever  reads  and  well  obferves  the  hiftory  of 
the  Maflachufetts  colony,  I  believe,  will  find  that 
thofe  remarks  were  neither  enthufiaftical  nor  cen- 
forious,  but  that  they  difcover  great  knowledge,  and 
agood  judgment  both  inhuman  and  divine  con¬ 
cernments,  _  Mr.  Robinfon  proceeds  and  fays, 

Thefe  things  I  thought  good  to  commend  to  the 
reader,  that  he  may  be  the  nrore  cautious  of  this  and 
the  like  colourable  pretences,  wilhing  him  alfo  well 
to  remember,  that  peace  in  difobcdience  is  that  old 
theme  of  the  falle  prop)kets,  whereby  tliev  flattered 
the  mighty,  and  deceived  the  Ample,  Jer.  vi.  14, 
iind  viii.  1 1. — ^^In  the  church  of  England  we  do  ac¬ 
knowledge  many  excellent  truths  of  doftrine,  which 
we  alfo  teach  without  commixture  of  error,  many 
chriftian  ordinances  which  we  alfo  praclifed  beinp- 
purged  from  the  pollution  of  antichrift,  and  for  the 
godly  perfons  in  it  (could  we  poffibly  feparate  them  ' 
from  the  prophane)  we  would  gladly  embrace  them 
with  both  arms  j  but  being  taught  by  the  anofile, 
fpeaking  but  of  one  wicked  perfon,  and  of  one 
Jewifii  Ordinance,  that  a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the 
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whole  luffip^  I  Cor.  v.  6,  Ga,l.  v.  2 — we  cannot 
be  ignorant  how  four  the  Englifli  affemblies  muft 
needs  be  :  Neither  may  we  juftiy  be  blamed  though 
we  dare  not  dip  in  their  meal,  left  we  be  foiired 
by  their  leaven.’’  p.  15,  16.  And  to  Mr.  B.  who 
counlels  that  v;efnould  bear  with  lighter  faults  for  a 
time^  till  fit  occafton  he  offered  to  have  them  amended^ 
he  replies,  i.  No  fin  is  light  in  itfelf,  but  being 
continued  in  and  countenanced,  deftroyeth  the  fia- 
ner,  Matt,  v,  19.  2.  It  is  the  property  of  a  pro- 

phane  and  hardened  heart  evermore  to  extenuate  and 
leffen  fins.  3.  Though  the  bearing  and  forbearing, 
not  only  of  fmall  but  even  of  great  fins  alfo,  mult 
be  for  a  tlmie,  yet  it  muft  be  but  for  a  time,  and 
that  is  whilft  reformation  be  orderly  fought  and  pro¬ 
cured,  Lev.  xix.  1 7.  But  what  time  hath  wrought 
in  the  church  ot  England,  all  men  fee  growing 
daily,  by  the  juft  judgment  of  God,  frorni  evil  to 
worfe,  and  being  never  aforetime  fo  impatient  either 
of  reformation  or  other  good  as  at  this  day.  4.  A 
man  muft  fo  bear  evil,  as  he  be  no  way  acceifory 
unto  it,  by  forbearing  any  means  appointed  by 
Chriftfor  the  amending  it.”  p.  16. 

“  I  SEE  not  upon  w-hat  occafion  the  author  fiiould 
fliuffle  into  this  controverfy,  which  is  merely  eccle- 
fiaftical, .  fuch  confiderations  as  he  doth  concerning 
the  frame  and  alteration  of  civil  fiates^  except  he 
would  either  infinuate  againft  us,  that  we  went 
about  to  alter  the  civil  ftate  of  the  kingdom  *,  or,  at 
Icaft,  that  the  alteration  of  the  ftate  ecclefiaftical, 
muft  needs  draw  with  it  the  alteration  of  the  civil 
ftate ;  with  which  note  the  prelates  have  a  long 
time  bleared  the  eyes  of  thc' magiftrates,  but  how 
deceitfully,  hath  been  fufficiently  manifefted,  and 
offer  made  further  to  .manifeft  tiie  fame  by  foiemn 
^ifputation.  And 'the  truth  is,  that  all  ftates  and 

policies 
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policies  which  are  of  God,  whether  monarchical, 
ariltocracical  or  democratical,  or  how  mixed  foever, 
are  capable  of  ChrilVs  government.  Neither  doth 
the  nature  of  the  (late,  but  the  corruption  of  the 
perfons,  hinder  the  fame  in  one  or  other. — And 
v/here  Mr.  Bernard  further  advifeth,  rather  to  offend 
many  private  perfons  than  one  lawAil  magiftrate,  I 
'doubt  not  he  gives  no  worfe  counfel  than  he  himfelf 
follows,  who  (except  I  be  much  deceived  in  him) 
had  rather  offend  half  the  private  perfons  in  the  dio-: 
cete,  than  one  archbifhop,  though  he  be  an  unlaw¬ 
ful  magiflrate.  But  let  us  remember  our  care  be 
not  to  offend  the  Lord,  and  if  with  the  offence  of  a 
private  perfon,  though  never  fo  bafe,  be  joined  the 
offence  of  the  Lord,  better  offend  all,  both  lawful 
and  unlawful  magiftrates,  in  the  world,  than  fuch 
a  little  one^  Matt,  xviii.  6.’^  p.  17,  18. 

Another  piece  of  counfel  given  by  Mr.  B.  is, 
'Ufe  the  prefent  good  which  thou  may  eft  enjoy  to  the  ut- 
fnoft  ;  and  an  experienced  good^  before  thou  doft  trouble 
thyjelf  to  feek  for  a  fuppofed  better  good^  untried^ 
which  thou  enjoyeftnot.  To  this  Mr.  R.  fays,  We 
may  not  flint  or  circumferibe  either  our  knowledge, 
faith,  or  obedience,  within  ftraiter  bounds  than  the 
whole  revealed  will  of  God,  in  the  knowledge  and 
obedience  whereof  we  muft  daily  increafe  and  edify 
ourfelves  ;  much  lefs  muft  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be 
ilripped  of  any  liberty  which  Chrift  our  lord  hath 
purchafed  for  us,  and  given  us  to  ufe  for  our  good. 
Gal,  V.  r.  And  here,  as  I  take  it,  comes  in  the 
cafe  of  many  hundreds  in  the  church  of  England, 
who  what  good  they  may  enjoy  (that  is  fafely  enjoy, 
or  without  any  great  bodily  danger)  that  they  ufe 
very  fully.  Where  the  ways  of  Chrift  lie  open  for 
them,  by  the  authority  of-  men,  and  where  they 
may  walk  fafely  with  good  leavej  there  they  walk 

very 
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very  uprightly,  and  that  a  round  pace  but  when 
the  commandments  of  Chrift  are  as  it  were  hedged 
up  with  thorns,  by  mens  prohibitions,  there  they 
foully  Jiep  afide,  and  pitch  their  tents  by  the  flocks 
of  his  fellows.  Cant.  i.  6.”  p.  23.  Again  Mr. 
B.  fays,  Never  prefume  to  reform  c-ihers,  hefori 
thou  haft  well  ordered  thyfelf.  To  which  Mr.  Robin- 
fon  anfwers,  “  True  zeal  it  Is  certain  ever  begins  as 
home,  and  gives  more  liberty  unto  other  men  than 
it  dares  afl'ume  unto  itlelf ;  and  there  is  nothing  more 
true,  and  neceflary  to  be  confidered,  than  that  every 
man  ought  to  order  himfelf  in  his  own  fteps  firft. 
That  is  good  and  the  beft,  but,  not  all  j  for  if  by 
God’s  commandment  we  ought  to  brin?-  back  out 
enemy's  ox  or  afs  that  firayeth^  how  much  more  to 
bring  into  order  our  brother’s  foul  and  body,  wan¬ 
dering  in  by-paths  p.  24* 

Mr.  Bernard  went  on  to  lay  down  a  number  of 
things,  which  he  fuppofcd  would  render  it  very 
unlikely  that  a  reparation  from  them  could  be  right, 
before  he  came  to  the  merits  of  the  caufe  ;  as  i  . 
^Ihe  novelty  thereof  differing  from  all  the  hefi  reformed 
churches  in  Chrijiendom.  ^  To  which  Mr.  Robinfon 
replies,  It  is  no  novelty  to  hear  men  plead  cuilom, 
when  they  want  truth.  So  the  heathen  phiiofopher 
reproached  Paul  as  a  hringer  of  new  doctrine^  Aft. 
xvii.  19.  So  do  the  Papills  dilcountenance  the  doc¬ 
trine  and  profeffion  of  the  church  of  England  ^  yea 
even  at  this  day,  very  many  of  the  people  in  the 
land  call  Popery  the  old  law,  and  the  profefiloii 
there  made  the  new  lav/.  But  for  our  parts,  as  we 
believe,  by  the  word  of  God,  that  the  things  we 
teach  are  not  new,  but  old  truths  renewed  ;  fo  arc 
we  no  lefs  perfuaded,  that  the  church  conftitution, 
in  which  v/e  are  fet,  is  caft  in  the  apoftolicai  and 
primitive  mould,  and  not  one  day  nor  hour  younger. 
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in  the  nature  and  form  of  it,  than  the  firfl  church 
of  the  new  teftamentd’  p.  40.  .2.  For  that  it  agree- 
€th  fo  much  with  the  ancient  Schifmatics^  condemned  in 
former  ages  hy  holy  and  learned  men.  Anfv/er,  Can 
our  way  both  be  a  novelty,  and  yet  agree  fo  well 
with  ancient  Schifmatics  ?  Contraries  cannot  be 
both  true,  but  may  both  be  falfe,  as  thefe  are/’  p.  42. 
Mr.  Robinfon  tells  us,  that  another  article  which 
Mr.  B.  alledged  againft  them  is,  Fhat  we  have  not  the 
approbation  of  any  of  the  reformed  churches  for  our 
eourfe.  Anfwer,  This  is  the  fame  in  fubftance 
with  the  firft,  and  that  which  followeth  in  the  next 
place  the  fame  with  them  both  ;  and  Mr.  B.  by  fo 
ordinarily  preffing  us  with  human  teftimonies,  fhews 
himfelf  to  be  very  barren  of  divine  authority. 
Nature  teacheth  every  creature,’  in  all  danger,  to 
fly  firft  and  ofteneft  to  the  chief  inftrnments  either 
of  offence  or  defence,  wherein  it  .trufteth,  as  the 
bull  to  his  horn,  the  boar  to  his  tufle,  and  the  bird 
unto  her  wing  ;  right  fo  this  man  fhews  wherein  his 
ferength  lies,  and  wherein  he  trufts  moft,  by  fo  fre¬ 
quent  and  ufual  fhaking  the  horn,  and  whetting  the 
tufle,  of  mortal  man’s  authority  againft  us.  But  for 
the  reformed  churches  the  truth  is,  they  neither  do 
imagine,  nor  will  eafily  be  brought  to  believe,  that 
the  frame  of  the  church  of  England  Hands  as  it 
doth.  The  approbation  which  they  give,  is  in  re- 
fpefi:  of  fuch  general  truths  of  doftrine,  as  wherein 
we  alfo,  for  the  moft  part,  acknowledge  you  ;  which 
notwithftanding  you  deny  in  a  great  meafurc  in  the 
particulars  and  praftice.  But  touching  the  ga¬ 
thering  and  governing  of  the  church,  which  are 
the  main  heads  controverted  betwixt  you  and 
us  ;  they  give  you  not  fo  much  as  the  left 

hand  of  fellowfliip,  but  do,  on  the  contrary,  turn 
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their  backs  upon  you.”  p.  46,  47  Thus  much 
of  the  learned  abroad  ;  in  the  next  place  Mr.  Ber- 
nard^draws  us  to  the  learned  at  home,  from  whofc 
diflike  of  us  he  takes  his  fifth  likelihood,  which  he 
thus  frameth  :  "The  condemnation  of  this  way  by  cur 
'divines^  both  living  and  dead^  againfl  whom^  cither  for 
godlinefs  of  life  or  truth  of  dodirine^  otherwije  than 
for  being  their  oppofites^  they  can  take  no  exceptiond'"'^ 
To  which  Mr.  Robinfon  anfwers,  No  marvel : 
We  may  not  admit  of  parties  forjudges  :  How  is  it 
pofTibie  we  Ihould  be  approved  of  them  in  the 
things  wherein  we  witnefs  againft  them  ?  And  if 
this  argument  be  good  and  likely,  then  is  it  likely 
that  neither  the  Reformifts  have  the  truth  in  the 
church  of  England,  nor  the  prelates  ^  for  there  are 
many  of  thofe  both  godly  and  learned,  which  ia 

*  “  The  ways  of  the  church  of  England,  wherein  we  forfake  . 
her,  do  directly  and  ex  diametro  crofs  and  thwart  the  ways  of  the 
reformed  churches,  in  thefe  three  main  heads  : 

“  I.  The  reformed  churches  are  gathered  of  a  free  people,  join¬ 
ed  together  by  voluntary  profelTion,  without  compulfion  of  human 
laws.  On  the  contrary,  the  church  of  England  confifls  of  a 
people  forced  together  violently  by  the  laws  of  men  into  their 
•provincial,  diocefan  and  parifhianal  churches  (as  their  houfes 
fland)  be  they  never  fo  unwilling  or  unht. 

“  2.  The'reformed  churches  do  renounce  the  miniHry  ofthe 
church  of  England,  as  fhe  doth  theirs  ;  not  admitting  of  any 
by  virtue  of  it  to  charge  of  fouls,  as  they  fpeak,  where,  on  the 
contrary,  all  the  mafs-prielis  made  in  C^een  Mary’s  days, 
which  would  fay  their  book-fervicc  in  Englilh,  were  continued 
ininifters  by  the  fame  ordination  which  they  received  from  Fo^ 
pijh  prelates. 

The  government  by  Archbifhops,  Lord  Bifhops  and 
their  fubllitutcs,  in  the  church  of  England,  is  abhorred  and  dif- 
claimed  in  the  reformed  churches  as  antichriftian  ;  as  is,  on  the 
contrary,  the  Prelbyterian  government,  in  ufe  there,  by  the 

church  of  England  refufed,  as  and^feditious.”  p.  52. 

Here  we  may  fee  how  the  very  name  ol  Anaoaptift  wasufed  as 
a  weapon  to  fight  againft  reformation  in  Mr.  Robinfoii’s  day, 
Jtnd  the  practice  is  ftill  followed  by  many. 

C  tkeir 


their  differences  do  oppofe,  and  that  very  vehe¬ 
mently,  the  one  the  other.  Now,  as  for  my  own 
part,  I  do  willingly  acknowledge  the  learning  and 
godlinels  of  moft  of  the  perfons  named  by  Mr,  B, 
and  honor  the  memory  of  fome  of  them  ;  fo  neither 
do  I  think  them  fo  learned,  but  they  mioht  err, 
r.or  lo  godly,  but  in  their  error  they  mTght  re¬ 
proach  the  truth  they  faw  not.  I  do  conferf  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  mine  own  fliame,  that  a  long 
time  before entered  this  way,  I  took  fome  tafte 
of  the  .truth' in  it  by  fome  treatifes  publiflied  in 
jufliiicarion  of  it,  which  were  fweet  as  honey  unto 
my  mouth ;  and  the  principal  thing  which  for  the 
time  quenched  all  further  appetite  in  me,  was  the 
over-valuation  which  I  made  of  the  learning  and 
holinefs  of  thefe  and  the  like  perfons,  blufhing  in 
myfelf  to  have  al’ thought  of  preffing  one  hfair- 


breaoth  before  them  in  this  thing,  behind  whom 
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knew  myfelf  to  come  fo  many  miles  in  all  other 
things;  yea  and  even  of  late  times,  when  I  had 
entered  into  a  more  ferious  confideration  of  thele 
things,  and,  according  to  the  mealure  of  grace  re¬ 
ceived,  fearched  the  fcript^ires,  w'hether  they  were 
fo  or  no,  and  by  fearching  found  much  light  and 
truth,  yet  was  the  fame  lo  dimmed  and  overcloud¬ 
ed  with  the  concradidiions  of  thefe  men,  and  others 
of  the  like  note,  that  had  not  the  truth  been  in  my 
heart  as  a  burning  fire  fitut  up  in  my  bones.  Ter. 
XX.  9,  I  had  never  broken  thofe  bonds  of  flefii  and 
blood,  bur  had  fulfered  the  light  of  God  to  have 
been  put  out  in  my  unthankful  heart,  by  other 
iiiens  darknel's. 

“  Every  man  Hands  bound  to  give  this  re¬ 
verence  to  the  graces  of  God  in  other  men,  that  in 
hisklifierences  with  them  he  be  not  fyddenly  nor 
eafiiy  perfuaded,  but  tha:  being  jealous  of  his  own 

heart. 
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heart,  he  undertake  the  examination  of  things,  and 
fo  proceed  with  fear  and  trembling,  and  having 
tried  all  things,  keep  that  which  is  good,  i  TheC 
V.  2  c  ;  fofliall  he  neither  v/rong  the  graces  of  God 
in  himfelf,  nor  in  others.  But  on  the  other  fide, 
for  a  man  fo  far  to  fuffer  his  thoughts  to  be  con¬ 
jured  into  the  circle  of  any  man  or  mens  judgmenr, 
as  either  to  fear  to  try  what  is  offered  to  the  contra¬ 
ry,  in  the  balance  of  the  fanftuary,  or  finding  it 
to  bear  weight,  to  fear  to  give  fentence  on  the 
Lord’s  fide,  yea  though  it  be  againft  the  mighty, 
this  is  to  honor  men  above  God,  and  to  advance  a 
throne  above  the  throne  of  Chrifl,  who  is  Lord 
and  King  for  ever.  And  to  fpeak  that  in  this  cafe, 
which  by  doleful  experience  I  myfelf  have  found, 
many  of  the  moft  forward  profefiTors  in  the  kingdom 
are  well  nigh  as  fuperftitioufly  addicted  to  the  deter¬ 
minations  of  their  guides  and  teachers,  as  the  ig¬ 
norant  Papifts  unto'theirs  *,  accounting  it  not  only 
necdlefs  curiofity,  but  even  intolerable  arrogancy, 
to  call  in  queftion  the  things  received  from  them 
by  tradition.  But  how  much  better  were  it  for  all 
men  to  lay  afide  thefe  and  the  like  prejudices,  that 
fo  they  might  undenland  the  things  which  concern 
their  peace,  and  feeing  with  their  own  eyes,  might 
live  by  their  own  faith  ? 

And  for  thefe  famous  men  named  by  Mr.  E.' 
(with  whofe  oppofitlons,  as  with  Zedekiah’s  horns  of 
iron,  he  would  pufii  us  here  and  every  v/here)  as 
v/e  bear  their  reproofs  with  patience,  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  their  worth  without  envy  or  detraftion,  fo 
do  \vc  know  they  were  but  men,  and  through  hu¬ 
man  frailty  might  be  abufed  as  well,  or  rather  as  ill, 
to  fupport  antichrifi:  in  a  meafure,  as  others  before 
them  have  been,  though  godly  and  learned  as  they. 
It  will  not* be  denied  but  the  fathers,  as  they  arc 
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called,  Ignatius,  Iren^us,  Tertullian,  Cyprian^ 
Ambrofe,  Jerom,  Auftin,  and  the  reft,  were  both 
godly  and  learned,  yet  no  ma’n,  if  he  have  but  even 
falutcd  them,  can  be  ignorant  what  way,  though 
unwittingly,  they  made  for  the  advancement  of  an- 
tichrift  v;hich  followed  after  them,  and  if  they,  not- 
%vithftanding  their  learning  and  godlinefs,  thus 
•  ufhered  him  into  the  world,  why  might  not 
others,  and  that  more  likely,  though  learned  and 
godly  as  ^the  former,  help  to  bear  up  his  train  ? 
Efpecially  confidering  that  as  his  rifing  was  not,  fo 
neither  could  his  fall  be  perfected  at  once.  And 
for  us,  what  do  we  more  or  otherwife,  for  the  moft 
part,  than  walk  in  thofe  ways  into  which  divers  of 
the  perfons  by  Mr.  B.  named  have  directed  us  by 
the  word  of  God,  in  manifefting  unto  us  by  the 
light  thereof  what  the  miniftry,  government,  wor- 
fhip,  and  fellowfhip  of  the^  gofpel  ought  to  be  ^  ? 
jW e  then  being  taught,  and  believing  that  the  word 

of 

*  For  proof  of  this,  Mr.  Robinfon,  in  another  place,  cites  a 
number  of  paffages  written  ;  he  fays,  By  fuch  men  as  I  dare 
fay  Mr.  B.  reckons  amongft  the  painful  and  confcionable  mini^ 
;|ters  :  Their  words  are  thefe  : 

The  names  and  ©fiiecs  ©f  Archbiihops,  Archdeacons,  Lord 
Bifhops,  &c.  arc,  together  with  their  government,  drawn  out 
of  the  Pope’s  fhop,  antichrifiian,  and  contrary  to  the  feriptures. 
Parfons,  vicars,  parifh-priefts,  ftipendiaries,  &e.  be  birds  of  the 
fame  feather.”  zd  Admo»  to  the  Parliaments  There  is  na 
true  vifible  church  of  Chriil,  but  a  particular  congregation  only.” 
(dhrijlian  Offer ^  prop.  4, 

Every  true  viHble  church  of  Chrlfl,  or  ordinary  afTcm.bly 
of  the  faithful,  hath,  by  Chrift’s  ordinance,  power  in  itfelf  im- 
jnediately  under  Chrifl:  toelei^l,  to  ordain,  deprive  and  depofe 
their  minillcrs,  and  to  execute  all  other  ecclefiaftical  cenfures.” 
Ibid,  props  5.  ^  ■  The  vifible  church  of  Chrift,  wherefoever  it 
be,  hath  the  power  of  binding  and  loofing  annexed  unto  it,  as 
our  faviour  Chiiil  teacheth.  Matt.  18.”  Difeo^ery  of  Dr.  Ban- 
%roff$  Slanders,  Amongft  «s  the  holy  mydcrics  of  God  are 

prophaned^ 
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of  God  is  a  light  and  lanthorn,  not  only  to  our 
but  to  our  feet  and  faths^  as  the  Pfalmift 
fpeaketh,  Pfal.  cxix.  105,  cannot  poflibly  con¬ 
ceive  how  we  fliould  juftly  be  blamed  by  thefe  men 
for  obferving  the  ordinances  which  themfelves  not 
only  acknowledged,  but  contended  for,  as  appoint¬ 
ed  by  Chrift  to  be  kept  inviolable  till  his.  appear¬ 
ing,  as  fome  of  them  have  exprefly  teftified.* 

‘‘  To  conclude,  let  not  the  chriftian  reader  call 
our  perfons,  and  the  perfons  of  our  oppofues,  whe¬ 
ther  thefe  or  others,  in  the  balance^  together;  but 
rather  out  caufc  and  reafons,  with  their  oppofitions 
and  the  grounds  of  them,  and  fo  with  fteady  hand, 
and  impartial  eye,  poize  caufe  with  caufe,  that  fo 
the  truth  of  God  may  not  be  prejudiced  by  mens  _ 
ferfons^^  nor  held  in  rejpe5i  of ,  them.’’  p.  48 — 58. 

By  thefe  free,  and  plain  declarations  the  reader 
may  be  able  to  judge,  whether  the  reproach  oi 
rigidnefs  properly  belongs  to  Mr.  Robinfon,  or  to 
his  accufers  and  perfecutors ;  yet  becaufe  he  would 
not  ftay  in  the  church  of  England,  when  he  was 
convinced  of  its  being  wrong  fo  to  do,  Mr.  Bernard 
accufes  him  and  his  brethren  of  either  denying  their- 
eonverftonihtroi^  orelfe.of  accounting  dt  one. 

To  which  Mn  R.  anfvvers,  For  our  perfonal  con- 
verfion  in  the  church  of  England,  we  deny  it  not, 
but  do,  and  always  have  done,  judge  and  profefs  it 
true  there;  and  fo  was  Luther’s  converlion  true  in 
the  church  of  Pvome,  elfe  could  not  his  feparation 

from 

prophaned,  the  Gentiles  enter  into  the  temple  of  Cod,  the  holy 
things  are  indifferently  communicated  with  the  clean  and  un¬ 
clean.’’  Plain  Declaration.  ^ 

“  Now,  fays  Mr.  Robinfon,  let  the  reader  judge  whether 
thefe  men  in  thus  writing  have  not  opened  the  door  unto  us,' by 
which  themfelvcs  enter  not;’’  p.  75,  76.  ^ 
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gom  Rome  have  been  of  faith,  or  accepted  of 

affdrr  particular  fentiments  about  church 

rrairs ,  Mr.  Robinfon  3  opponent  had  faid,  ne 

word  the  conflitution  of  the  church.  To  which 
he  replies,  “  His  meaning  is  orlhould  be,  that  the 
word  IS  the  ordinary  means  for  colleding  and  con- 
Icituting  the  church  of  God.  Igrantit:  But  how 
confidered  Not  the  word  in  mens  bibles  alone 
for  then  all  the  heretics  in  the  world  were  true 
churches;  nor  yet  the  word  preached  fimplv,  for 
Paul  preached  the  word  to  the  fcoffing  Ath^ians 
and  to  the  blafphemous  Jews,  yet  I  think  he  will 
not  lay  that  either  the  one  or  the  other  were 
churches  truly  conllituted.  How  then  }  The  word 
pubhlhed,  underftood,  believed  and  obeved,  out¬ 
wardly  at  the  leaft,  as  the  fpiritual  fword  or  axe, 
hewing  the  ftones  in  the  rock,  and  the  trees  in  the 
foreft,  and  preparing  them  to  be  the  Lord’s  fpiritual 
houfe.  And  thus  much  the  very  places  produced 
by  Mr.  B., do  evidently  declare. 

Matt,  xxviii.  19,  which  is  thefirfl:  place,  fhews, 
that  fuch  as  by  preaching  of  the  word  were  made 
difcipks,  for  fo  much  the  word  importeth,  were  to 
be  gathered  into  the  church  and  baptized.  Mark 
xvi.  15,  fliews  the  fame,  efpecially  if  you  add  verfe 
16,  infering  that  men  by  preaching  mufl:  believe, 
and  fo  believe,  as  they  have  the  promife  of falvation. 

2  Cor.  y.  19,  and  xi.  2,  prove  that  the  word  of 
reconciliation  and  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  believed 
and  obeyed  to  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  to  the 
preparation  and  fandification  of  the  church  of  Chrift, 
is  the  means  of  gathering  and  building  up  the  fame! 
Ads  ii.  14,  27,  ^8,  41,  and  xvi.  32 — 34,  are  of  the 
fariie  nature,  and  do  prove  that  lundry  of  the  Jews 
at  Jerufalem,  by  Peter’s  preaching,  and  that  the 

gaoler’s 
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gaoler’s  houllioIJ  at  Philippi,  by  Paul’s  preaching, 
were  brought  to  repentance,  and  faith  in  Chrilt, 
and  fo  added  to  the  church  ;  but  what  mil  be  the 
conclufian^of  all  thefe  premiles  ?  The  propofitioa 
is  this  :  The  true  apoftolic  churches  having  a  true 

conftitutlon,  were  gathered  and  conftituted^of  fucli 
men  and  women  as  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel 
were  made  difciples,  had  faith  and  repentance 
wrought  in  them,  to  the  obtaining  of  the  forgivei  efs 
of  fins,  andpromife  of  life  eternal,  and  to  fanftifica- 
don  and  obedience.”  p.  89,  90. 

Of  baptifm  Mr.  Robinion  fays,  The  propef 
ends  and  ules  of  baptifm  are  to  initiate  the  parties 
baptized  into  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  to  confe- 
crate  them  to  his  fervice,  and  fo  to  ferve  for  badges 
of  chriftianity,  by  which  it  is  diftingulfiied  from  all 
other  profeJTions,  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  1  Cor.  xii.  13.” 
p.  26.  The  facrament  of  baptifm  is  to  be  ad- 
minifiered  by  Chrift  s  appointment,  and  the  apoftles 
example,  only  to  fuch  as  are,  externally,  and  fo  far 
as  men  can  judge,  taught  and  made  difciples  ;  do 
receive  the  word  gladly,  A(5ls  ii.  41  *,  believe  andfo 
profels,  A£ls  viii.  have  received  the  holy  ghoft,  Afls 
X,  47?  their  feed,  A(fls  ii.  39,  i  Cor.  vii.  14.” 

p.  92.  Baptifin  adminiftered  to  any  others  is  fo 

far  from  invefting  them  with  any  faintfhip  in  that 
eftate,  that  it  makes  guilty  both  the  giver  and  receiver 

of  facrilege,  and  is  the  taking  of  God’s  name  in 
vain.”  p.  no. 

Or  the  Lord  s /upper  he  fays,  The  apoftle  teach- 
cch,  I  Cor.  X.  16,  that  the  bread  and  v/ine  in  the 
fupper  are  the  communion  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
Chrift,  that  is,  effectual  pledges  ot  our  conjunction 
and  incorporation  with  Chrift,  and  one  with  ano¬ 
ther  :  And  in  ver.  17,  that  all  which  eat  of  one 
bread  or  one  loaf,  are  one  myftical  body.  This  place 

alone. 
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alone,  if  Mr.  B.  and  his  fellow  minifters  would 
ferioufly  confider,  and  fee  themfelves  faithfully  to 
obferve,  they  would  .  offer  their  own  bodies 

to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  wild  beaffs,  than  the  holy 
inyfteries  of  ChfilPs  body  to  be  prophaned  as  they 
are.’"  p.  92. 

Of  the  keys^  Matt.  xvi.  18,  19,  he  fays,  It  is 
granted  by  all  Tides  that  Chrift  gave  unto  Peter  the 
keys  of  the  kingdom,  that  is,  the  power  to  remit 
and  retain  fins  declaratively,  as  they  fpeak,  as  alfo 
that  in  what  refpeft  this  power  was  given  to  Peter, 
in  the  fame  refped  it  was,  and  is,  given  to  fuch  as 
fucceed  Peter  y  but  the  queftion  is,  in  what  refpeft 
or  confideration  this  power  fpoken  of  was  delegated 
to  him  ?  The  Papift  affirms  it  was  given  to  Peter 
as  the  prince  of  the  apoffles,  and  fo  to  the  Biffiops 
of  Rome,  as  Peter’s  fucceflors,  and  thus  they  ftablifh 
the  Pope’s  primacy.  The  prelates  fay  nay,  but 
unto  Peter  an  apoftle,  that  is,  a  chief  officer  of  the 
church,  and  fo  to  us,  as  chief  officers  fucceeding 
him.  Others  affirm  it  to  belong  to  Peter  here  as 
a  minifher  of  the  word  and  faeraments,  and  the  like, 
and  fo  confequently  to  all  other  minifters  of  the 
gofpel  equally,  which  fucceed  Peter  in  thofe  and 
the  like  adminiftrations.  But  we,  for  our  parts,  do 
believe  and  profefs  that  this  promife  is  not  made  to 
Peter  in  any  of  thefe  refpefts,  nor  to  any  office, 
order,  eftate,  dignity  or  degree  in  the  church .  or 
world,  but  to  the  confefiion  of  faith,  which  Peter 
made  by  way  of  anfvver  to  Chrift’s  queftion  ;  Thou 
art  Chriji^  the  fon  of  the  living  God,  To  this  Chrift 
replies,  Blejfed  art  thou  ;  thou  art  Peter ^  and  upon  this 
rock  will  I  build  my  church I  will  give  unto  thee  the 
keys,,  &c.  So  that  the  building  of  the  church  is. 
upon  the  rock  of  Peter’s  confeffion,  that  is,  Chrift 
whom  he  confeffed.  This  faith  is  the  foundation 

of 
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bf  the  church  ;  againft  this  faith  the  gates  of  hell 
fliall  hot  prevail  ;  this  faith  hath  the  keys  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  j  what  this  faith  fliall  loofe  or 
bind  on  earth,  is  bouhd  and  looled  in  heaven.  Thus 
the  Proteftarit  divines,  when  they  deal  againfl-  the 
Pope’s  iuprernacy,  do  generally  expound  this  fcrip-* 
ture.  Now  it  foliowvcth,  that  whatfjcver  perfom 
hath  received  the  fame  ^precious  faith  with  Petefj  as 
all  the  faithful  have,  ^  Pet.  i.  i,  that  peVlon  hath  a 
part  in  this  gift  ot  Chrilt  Whofoever  doth  confefsi, 
publilh,  manifeft  of  make  known  Jefus  to  be  die 
Chrift,  the  Ion  of  the  living  God,  and  Saviour  of 
the  world,  that, perloh' opens  heaven’s  gates,  loofctli 
Tin,  and  partakes  with  Peter  in  the  nfe  of  the  kevs  % 
and  hereupon  it  foUoweth  hecelfiriry,  that  one  faith¬ 
ful  man,  yea,  or  woman  either,  may  as  truly  an<;i 
effedtiially  loole  and  birld,  both  in  heaven  and  earthy' 
as  all  the  minilPers  in  the  world.”  p.  149,  1 50. 

“  But  here  I-  know  the  jordly  clergy,  like  the 
bulls  of  Baffiah,  will  roar  loud  upon  ihe,  as  fpeaking 
things  intolerably  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  prieft- 
hood  ;  and  it  may  be  fome  others  alfo,  either  througli 
ignoraiice  or  fuperllitioh,  will  take  offence  at  this 
i'peech,  as  confouhditigall  things ;  butfnere  is  nofucli 
caufe  of  exception.  For  howfoever  the  keys  be  one 
and  the  fame  in  nature  and  efficacy,  in  what  faithful 
fnan  or  mehs  hands  foeve'r,  a?  not  dejsending  either 
upon  the  number  or  excellency  of  any  perfons,  out  up¬ 
on  Chrift  alone yet  is  it  ever  to  be  remembered,  hat 
the  order  and  manner  of  ufing  them  is  very  different; 

“  The  keys  in  dodrine  may  be  turned  as  well 
Upon  them  which  are  without  the  church,  as  upori 
them  which  are  Within,  and  their  fins  either  loofed 
or  bound,  Matt,  xxviii.  ip  ;  but  in  difcipline  not  fo» 
but  only  upon  them  which  are  within,  i  Cor.  v. 

13.  Again,  the  apoftles  by  their  office  had 

D  tbefe 
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thefe  keys  to  ufe  in  al!  churches,  yea,  in  al!  nation's 
upon  earth  :  Ordinary  elders' for  their  particular 
flocics,  A<ft.  xiv.  23,  and  xx.  28.  Laftly,  there  is  an 
ufe  of  the  keys  publicly  to  be  had,  and  an  ufe  pri¬ 
vately  ;  an  Lilc  of  tlietn  by  one  perfon  feverally, 
and  an  ufe  of  them  by  the  whole  church  jointly,  and 
together  ;  an  ufe  of  them  minifterially,  or  in  office, 
and  an  ufe  of  them  out  of  office  :  But  the  power 
of  the  golpel,  which  is  the  keys,  is  ftill  one  and  the 
lame,  notwithflanding  the  diverfe  manner  of  ufino’ 
It.  p.  151. 

“  If  the  kfeys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  be  ap¬ 
propriated  unto  the  officers,  then  can  there  be  no  for- 
'givenefs  of  fins,  nor  talvation,  without  officers  ;  for 
there  is  no  entrance  into  heaven  but  by  the  door. 

:thoutthe  key  the  door  cannot  be  opened  :  So  then 
belike,  if  either  there-  be  no  officers  in  the  chu'rch  (as 
it  may  eafiiy  come  to  pals  in  fomc  extreme  plague 
or  perfecution)  and  muft  needs  be  in  the  churches 
of  Chnd  in  our  days,  eiriicr  in  their  firfl:  planting, 
or  firft  ca'','ng  out  of  Babylon  ;  for  Antichritt’s  niaft- 
prielthood  is  not  effieficially  Chrift’s  true  itiiniftry, 
or  if  the  officers  tijke  away  the  key  of  knowledge,  as 
the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  did,  and  will  neither  enter 
the:r.jelves  nor  fuffer  them  that  would-,  then  mun;  the 
miferable  multitude  be  content  to  be  ffiut  out  and 
perifn  eternailv,  for  ought  is  known  to  the  contrary. 
Toadmoniffi  the  officers  of  their  fin,  were  againji 
conmon  fenfe,  that  the  father  foould  be  fuhjeSl  "to  his 
children,  the  wrrk  donwteer  over  the  woikman,  the 
feedfnan  he  ordered  by  the  corn,  and  to  excommunicate- 
and  cal!  new,  were  intolerable  ufurpatioh  of  the 
keys ;  this  power  is  given  to  the  chief  oncers  only, 
p.  Q4,  95,  and  to  feparate  from  them  is  as  intole- 
-rabie,  p._^82  *.  Miferable  were  the  Lord’s  people, 

'  if 

Thefe  are  quotations  from  Bernard. 
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if  thefe  things  were  fo  but  the  truth  is,  they  are 
miferable  guides  that  fo  teach. 

They  which  may  forgive  fins  and  Tinners,  fave 
fouh,  gaia  and  turn  men  unto  the  Lord,  to  them 
are  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  given,  by  which  they 
open  the  door  unto  fuch  as  they  thus  forgive,  gain  .  > 
and  fave  :  But  all  thefe  things,  fuch  as  are  not 
minlfters  may  do,  as  thefe  fcriptures,  which  I  intreat 
the  godly  reader  to  confider,  do  mioft  clearly  ma- 
nlfeft,  Matt,  xvlii.  15.  2  Cor.  v.  7— 10.  A£l.  viii.  1,4. 
with  xi.  19 — f2i.  Jam.  v.  19,  20.  i  Pet.  iii.  i.  Jude 
xxii.  23.  Erroneous,  therefore,  and  derogatory  is 
it  to  the  nature  of  the  gofpel,  and  free  donation  of 
Chrift,  thus  to  impropriate  and  enyofs  the  keys, 
which  lie  common  to  all  chriftians  m  their  place  ^ 

^  and  order.”  p.  152,  153. 

Concerning  ordination  Mr.  Rcbinfon  obferves. 

That  the  officers  of  the  church  are  the  Jervants 
of  the  church  ;  and  their  cff.ce  a  fervice  of  the  Lord^ 
and  of  his  churchy  Matt.  x.  25,  26,  27.  2  Cor.  iv.  5. 

Rom.  XV.  31.  Whereupon  it  followeth  neceiTarily, 
that  what  power  the  officers  have,  the  body  of  the 
church  hath  firft.”  p.  411.  To  thefe  things  I 
add,  that  what  power  any  of  the  Pope’s  clergy  re¬ 
ceive  from  him,  the  fame  he  takes  from  them,  and 
deprives  th^m  of,  wffierc  they  withdravv  their  obe¬ 
dience,  or  feparate  from  that  church.  For  our 
better  proceeding,  I  will  firft  confidcr  what  ordina¬ 
tion  is  ;  and  fecondly  how  far  the  brethren  may  go 
by  'the  fcriptures,  and  the  neceflary  confequences 
drawn  from  them,  in  this  and  the  like  cafes,  in  the 
firft  planting  of  churches,  or  in  reducing  of  them 
into  order,  in  or  after  fome  general  confufion.  The 
prelates,  and  thofe  which  level  by  their  line,  highly 
.advance  ordination  far  above  the  adminiftration  of 
the  word,  facrament  and  prayer^  making  it,  and 

D  2  the 
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the  power  of  excommunication,  the  two  incommv%» 

Hicable  prerogatives  of  a  Bifhop  above  an  ordinary 
mmiiter.  But  fu,rely  herein’  thefe  chief  miniftera, 
do  not  fucceed  the  chief  minifters,  the  apoftles, 
except  as  darknels  fucceeds  light,  and  An'tichrift’s’ 
confufjon  Chrift’s  order.  Where  the  ^poftles  were 
tent  out  by  Chrift,  there  was  no  nrenrion  of  ordina-. 
tion  •,  their  charge  was,  i-o  teach  all  nations,  and  bap¬ 
tize  thens  1  and  that  the  apoftles  accounted  preach¬ 
ing  their  principal  work,  and  after  it  baptifm  anc^ 
prayer,  the  fcriptures  manifeil,  Aft.  vi.  4,  i  Cor. 
|.  17.”  p.  412, 

“  Ordination  doth  depend  upon  the  people’s 
lawful  eieftion,  as  an  effeft  upon  the  caufe,  by  virtue’ 
or  which  it  is  juftiy  adminiftied,  and  rnay  be  thus, 
or  co.nfrdered  of  us  j  as  the  admifllon  oF 
or  putting  into  pofTeflion  a  perfon  lawfully  elefted. 
into  ^  true  office  of  miniftry.-^Xhe  right  unto  their 
office  they  have  by  election,  the  poffcflion  by  ordi¬ 
nation,  with  the  ceremony  of  impofition  of  hands. 
The  apoftle  Peter,  advertiflng  the  difciples  or  bre¬ 
thren  that  one  (fitted  as  there  (loted)  was  in  the 
room  of  Judas  to  be  m.ade  a  witnefs,  with  the  eleveu 
apoftles,'  of  thp  refgrreftion  of  Chrift,  when  two 
'  were  by  them  prefented,  diet  with  the  reft  prefenc 
them  two  and  hone  other /<?  the  Lord,  that  he,  by  the 
immediatq  direftion  of  the  lot,  might  fhew  whether 
of  them  two  he  had  chpfcn,  Aft.  i.— In  like  maip, 
net  the  tisselve  being  to  inftitute  the  office  of  dea- 
■  conry  m  the  church  at  Jerufalem,'  called  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  the.  difciples  together,  and  informed  them 
what  mianner  of  perfons  they  were  to  choofe  j  whieft 
choice  being  m.ade  by  the  brethren  accordingly,  and 
they  fo  choTen  prefented  to  the  apoftles,  they  forth- 
i  With  ordained  them,  by  virtue  of  the  eleflion  made 

the  brethren.  To  thefe  add,  that  the  apoftles^ 

Paul 
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Paul  and  Barna*bas  (being  thereunto  called  by  the 
holy  ghoft)  did  pafs  from  church  to  church,  and 
from  place  to  place,  and  in  every  church  where 
they  came  did  ordain  them  elders  by  the  people's 
ele^ion^  fignified  by  their  lifting  up  of  hands^  as 
the  word  is,  and  as  the  ufe  was  in  popular  eleftions, 
throughout  thofe  countries,  Aft.  xiii,  2,  and  xiv. 
23. — The  judgment  and  plea  (when  they  deal  with 
us)  of  the  moft  forward  men  in  the  land,  in  this 
cafe,  Imay  not  omit;  which  is,  that  they  renounce 
and  difclaim  their  ordination  by  the  prelates,  and 
hold  their  mlniilry  by  the  people’s  acceptation. 
Now  if  the  acceptation  of  a  mixt  company,-  under 
the  prelates  government  (as  is  the  beft  parifli  aflfem'- 
bly  in  the  kingdom)  whereof  the  greatelt  part  have 
by  the  revealed  will  of  God  no  right  to  the  cove¬ 
nant,  miniftry,  or'other  holy  things,  be  fufFicient  to 
make  a  minifter,  then  much  more  the  acceptation 
of  the  people  with  us,  being  all  of  them  jointly, 
and  every  one  of  them  ieverally,  by  the  mercy  of 
God,  capable  of  the  Lord’s  ordinances;^*.  I  acknow¬ 
ledge 

f  Mr.  Ro^binfon  gives  us  a  number  of  the  Proteftant’s  teftlmo* 
nies  upon  this  point,  of  which  take  the  following  : 

Gall.  i.  8,  If  any  teach  another  gofpel,  let  him  be 
anathema^  Only  the  alTembly  where  the  true  dodlrine  found- 
eth  is  the  church  :  Jn  it  is  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  :  In  it 
are keys  of kingdom-of  heaven.  Wherefore  in  that 
very  aftembly  there  is  the  right  of  calling  and  ordaining  the 
minifters  of  the  gofpeb  becaufe  we  muft  fly  the  enemies  of 
the  gofpel,  as  anathema.  And  befides,  if  we  fliould  defire 
of  them  the  ceremony  of  ordination,  tht'y  would  not  give  it, 
except  we  would  bind  ourfelves  to  renounce  the  true  dodlrine, 
and  other  wicked  bonds  would  they  caft  upon  us.  It  is  the 
confufton  of  order,  to  feek  fhepherds  from  the  wolves.  This 
hath  ever  been  the  right  of  the  true  church,  to  choofe  and 
♦  ‘  call  out  of  her  own  aftembly  fit  minifters  of  the  gofpel.^* 

Philip  MelanSion, 

“  In  the  planting  of  churches  anew,  when  men  are  wanting, 
which  ftiould  preach  the  gofpel,  a  woman  may  perform  that  at  the 
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ledge  that  where  there  are  already  lawful  officerj 
in  a  church,  by  and  to  which  others  are  called, 
there  the  former,  upon  that  eleftion,  are  to  ordain 
and  appoint  the  latter.  The  officers,  being  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  church,  arc  to  execute  the  determina¬ 
tions  of  the  church  under  the  Lord. — Ordination  is 
properly  the  execution  of  eledion.”  p.  413 — ic. 

“  The  apoftle  Paul  writes  to  the  churches  of 
Galatia  to  rejed,  as  accurfedyinch  minifliers  whomfo- 
ever  as  Ihould  preach  otherwife  chan  they  had  al¬ 
ready  received :  And  the  fame  apoflile  writes  to  the. 
church  of  Coloffe,  to  admonifli  Archippus  to  take 
heed  to  his  minifliry.  So  John  alfo,  to  the  church  of 
Ephefus,  commendeth  it  for  examining,  and  fo  con- 
fequently  iox  fdencing,  fuch  as  pretended  themfelves 
.apoftles,  and  were  not :  As  alfo  to  the  church  of  Thi- 
atyra,  reproving  for  fuffering  unfilenced  the  falfe 
prophetefs  Jezebel.  Now  as  thefe  things  did  firft 
and  principally  concerie  the  officers,  who  were  iri 
thefe  and  all  other  things  of  the  fame  nature  to  go 
before  and  govern  the  people ;  fo  are  the  people  ab 
■fo  in  their  places  intereflied  in  the  fame  bufinefs 
and  charge  :  Neither  could  the  officers  fin  (if  they 
fhouid  have  been  corrupt  or  negligent)  difeharge  the 

people* 


iirll ;  bat  fo  as  when  fhe  hath  taught  any  company,  that  feme 
one  man  of  the  faithful  be  ordained,  which  may  afterwards 
miniiler  the  facraments,  teach,  and  do  the  pallor’s  duty  faich- 
fully.”  Peter  Martyr, 

Tilenus  being  demanded  of  the  Earl  of  La^all,  from  whom 
Calvin  had  his  celling  ?  anfwered,  From  the  church  of  Gene- 
va,  and  from  Farrell,  his  predecelTor  who  alfo  had  his  from 
the  people  of  Geneva  ;  who  had  right  and  authority  todnlli- 
tute  and  depofe  minillers  :  Which  thing  he  alfo  confirms  by 
Cyprian,  Epill.  xiv.”  p.  431,  422. 

Thefe  were  the  fentiments  of  thofe  who  knew  how  they  came 
out  of  Rome,  and  upon  what  grounds  the  Proteftant  churches 
were  formed ;  but  how  diiferently  arc  things  reprefented  by 
afpiring  men  at  this  day  ? 
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people  of  their  duty  in  the  things  which  concerned 
them-,  but  they  were  bound  notvvithftanding  to  fee 
the  commandments  of  the  apoflies,  and  ct  the 
Lord  Jefus  by  them,  executed  accordingly.  And 
if  the  people  be  in  cafes,  and  when  their  officers 
fail,  thus  folemnly  to  examine,  admonifh,  filence, 
and  iupprefs  their  teachers,  being  faulty  and  iin- 
found  ;  then  are  they  aifo  by  proportion,  where 
officers  fail,  to  eledt,  appoint,  fetupand  over  them- 
felves  fuch  fit  perfons  as  the  Lord  affordeth  them,  for 
their  furtherance  of  faith  and  falvation.”  p.  417,  418, 
Against  this  doftrine  many  objedions  have 
been  raifed  ;  the  chief  of  which  arc  about  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  inftability,  and  its  tendency  to  confufion.  In 
anfwer  to  which,  Mr.  Robinfon  reminds  his  oppo- 
nant,  that  though  his  ignorant  people  had  readily 
changed  their  religion  with  their  I^rince,  even  back 
to  Popery  in  Mary’s  days-,  yet,  “  The  prelates 
and  prielis  were  as  unfiable  as  the  reft,  yea  their 
ringleaders.  But,  fays  he,  for  experience  in  this 
our  popularity,  as  you  term  it,  1  tel!  you,  that  if 
ever  I  favv  the  beauty  of  Sion,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  filling  his  tabernacle,  it  hath  been  in  the  ma- 
nifeftation  of  the  divers  graces  of  Godin  the  church,^ 
in  that  heavepdy  harmony,  and  comely  order,  where¬ 
in  by  the  grace  of  God  we  are  fet  and  v/alk  ;  v.'here- 
in,  if  your  eyes  had  but  feen  the  brethren’s  fober 
and  modeft  carriage  one  towards  another,  their 
humble  and  v/illing  fubmiffion  unto  their  guides  in 
the  Lord,  tlieir  render  compyfffion  towards  the  weak, 
their  fervent  zeal  againft  fcandalous  oft'enders,  and 
,  their  long-fofiering  towards  all,  you  v,'ou!d,  I  am 
perfuaded,  change  your  mind,  and  be  co.mpelled 
to  take  up  your  parable,  and  ihfs  wliere  you  pur- 
pofed  to  curfe.”  p.  212.  “  For  mine  own  parr, 

knowifig  mine  own  infirmities,  and  that  I  am  fubjeft 

to 
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to  fin,  yea  and  to  frowardnefs  in  fin,  as  much  as  the 
Drethren  are  j  if  by  mine  office  I  lliould  be  deprived 
of  the  remedy  which  they  enjoy,  that  biefled  ordi¬ 
nance  of  the  churches  cenfures,  1  fhould  think  mine 
office  accurfed,  and  myfelf  by  it,  as  fruftratihg  and 
difappointing  me  of  that  main  end  for  which  the 
fervants  of  Chrift  ought  to  join  themfclves  unto  the 
church'of  Chrift,  furniffied  with  his  power  for  their 
reformation.  As,  on  the  contrary,  God  is  my  record, 
how,  in  the  very  writing  of  thefe  things,  my  foul 
is  filled  with  fpiritual  joy,  that  1  am  Under  this  eafy 
yoke  of  Chrift,  the  cenfures  of  the  church,  and  how 
much  I  am  comforted  in  this  confideration,  againft 
niy  vile  and  corrupt  nature,  which,  notwithftanding, 

.  1  am  perfuaded  the  Lord  will  never  fo  far  fuffer  tb 
rebel,  as  that  it  fhall  not  be  tamed  and  fubdued  by 
this  Itrong  hand  of  God,  without  which  it  might 
every  day  and  hour  fo  hazard  tily  falv'aiion.  That 
doftrine  which  advanceth  an  inferior  and  meaner 
ftate  in  the  church,  above  that  which  is  fuperior  and 
the  chief,  that  is  unfound,  and  indeed  ferving  in  a 
degree  for  the  exaltation  of  that  man  of  fin  above  all 
that  is  called  God.  But  the  doflrine  of  fetting  the 
elders  without  and  above  thejudgments  and  cenfures 
of  the  church,  doth  advance  an  inferior  above  a 
fuperior.  The  point  I  thus  manifeft  : 

“  The  order  of  kings  is  the  higheft  order  or 
eftate  in  the  church.  But  the  order  of  faints  is  the 
order  of  kings,  and  we  are  kings  as  we  are  faints, 
not  as  we  are  officers.  As  the  Lord  Jefusdid  prove 
againft  the  Scribes  and  Fharifees,  that  the  terriple' 
w'as  greater  than  the  gold,  becaufe  it  fanflified  the 
gold,  and  that  the  altar  vyas  greater  than  the  offer¬ 
ing,  becaufe  it  fantftified  the  offering,  fo  by  propor¬ 
tion  die  condition  of  a  faint,  which  fandlifieth  the 
.condition  of  an  officer,  is  more  excellent  than  it  is. 
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To  our  faintfiiip,  and  as  we  have  faith,,  is  promifcd 
the  forgiventfs  of  fins,  thp  favour  of  God,  and  life 
eternal,  but  not  to  our  office^  or  irl  refpeft  of  it. 
The  eftate  of  a  faint  is  moft  happy  and  bleffcd; 
though  the  perfon  never  fo  much  as  come  near  ari 
office  ’%  but  on  the  contrary',  an, officer,  if  he  be  not 
alfo  and  riRsx  a  faint,  is  a  moft  wretched  and  ‘ac- 
curfed  creature/^  p.  216,  2170  .  ^ 

The  reader  will  not  wonder  that  thofe  who  were 
for  national  thurches*,  and  unconverted  minifters; 
difeovered  a  ftirong  prejudice  againft  fuch  waitings 
as  thefe  ;  but  how  well  do  they  agree  With  the 
apoftles  doftrine  ?  i  Con  xii.  31,  and  xiii.  1^35' 
Gal.  i.  ,  ,  . 

Of  Reformation,  Mr.  Robinfon  fays  to  his  op^ 
ponent,  ‘‘Youfpeak  much  of  the  reformation  of 
your  church  after  POpery.  There  was  mde'ed  a 
great  reformation  of  things  In  your  church,  but  very 
little  of  the  church,  to  fpeak  truly  and  properly'.. 
The  people  are  the  church  ;  and  to  make  a  reform¬ 
ed  church,  there  muft  be  firft  a  reformed  people  • 
and  fo  they  fhould  have  been  with  you',  preach- 

ing  cf  repent  mce  fr  Of n  dead  works  and  faith  in  Chriji  % 
that  the  people,  as  the  Lord  fhould  have  vouchfafed 
grace,  b^ng  firft  fitted  for,  and  made  capable  ofj> 
the  facramentSj  and  other  ordinances,  might  after¬ 
wards  have  communicated  in  the  pure  ufe  of  them  • 
for  want  of  which,  inflfead  of  a  pure  ufe,  thete  hath 
been,  and  is  at  this  day,  a  moft  propliane  abnfe  of 
them,  to  the  great  diffionor  of  ,Chrift  and  his  gofpel, 
and  to  the  hardening  of  thoufands  in  their  irhpehi-* 
tency.  Others  alfo  endeavouring  yet  a  further  fe^ 
formation,  have  fued  and  do  fuc  to  Kings;,  and 
'Queens^  and  Parliaments,  for  the  rooting  out  of  the 
prelacy j  and  with  it,  of  fuch  other  evil  fruits  as 
grow  from  that  bitter  root  •,  and  on  the  contrary,  to 

E  hav^ 
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have  the  miniftry,  government  and  difcipHne  of 
Chriftfetover  the  pafi(hcs  as  they  ftand  ;  the  firft 
fiuit  of  which  reformation,  if  it  were  obtained, 
would  be  the  prophanation  of  the  more  of  God’s 
'ordinances  upon  fuch,  as  to  whom  they  appertained 
not*,  and  fo  the  further  provocation  ofhisMajefty 
iVnto  anger  againft  all  fuch  as  fo  pradifed,  or  con- 
fented  thereunto.  Is  it  not  ftrange  that  men,  in  the 
reforming  of  a  church,  fliould  almoft,  or  altogether, 
forget  the  church,  which  is  the  people,  or  that  they 
fnouki  labour  to  crown  Chrift  a  King  over  a  peo¬ 
ple,  whofe  prophet  he  hath  not  firft  been  ?  Or  to 
fet  him  to  rule  by  his  laws  and  officers,  over  the 
profeffed  fubjeds  of  Antichrift  and  the  devil  !  Is  it 
poffible  that  ever  they  fhould  fubmit  to  the  difei- 
pline  of  Chrift,  which  have  not  firft  been  prepared, 
in  fome  meafure,  by  his  holy  dodrine,  and  taught 
with,  meeknefs  to  ftoop  unto 'his  yoke?”  p.  300, 

301. 

A  MAIN  plea  for  fuch  confiifion,  both  then  and 
now,  was  and  is  drawn  from  the  parable  of  the 
tares  :  But,  fays  Mr.  Robinfon,  “  Since  the  Lord 
Jefus,  who  heft  knew  his  own  meaning,  calls  the 
field  the  worlds  and  makes  the  harveft^  which  is  the 
end  of  the  field,  the  e?jd  of  the  worlds  and  not  of  the 
church,  why  fhould  w'e  admit  of  any  other  interpre¬ 
tation  ?  Neither  is  it  like  that  Chrift  would  in  the 
cxpoun'3'ing  of  one  parable  fpeak  another,  as  he 
fhould  have  done,  if,  in  calling  the  field  the  world, 
he  had  meant  the  church.  As  God  then  in  the 
beginning  made  man  good,  and  placed  him  in  the 
field  of  the  world,  there  to  grow,  where  by  the  envy 
of  the  ferpent  he  was  foon  corrupted,  fo  ever  fince' 
hath  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  ftirred  up  by  their 
father  the  devil,  fnarled  at  the  heal  of  the  woman’s 
feed,  and  like  noifomc  tares  vexed  and  peftered 
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the  good  and  holy  feed  ;  which  though  the  children 
of  God  both  fee  and  feel  to  their  pain,  yet  niuft  they 
not  therefore,  forgetting  what  fpirit  they  are  oj^ 
prefently  call  for  fire  from  heaven^  nor  prevent  the. 
Lord’s  hand,  but  wait  his  leifure,  cither  for  the 
converting  of  thefe  tares  into  wheat,  which  in  many 
is  daily  feen,  and  then  how  great  pity  had  it  been 
they  (hould  fo  untimely  have  been  plucked  up  ?  Or 
for  their  final  perdition  in  the  day  of  the  Lord,  when 
the  church  fhall  be  no  more  offended  by  them.' 
And  that  the  Lord  Jefus  no  way  fpeaks  of  the 
toleration  of  prophanc  perfons  in  the  church,  doth 
appear  by  thefe.  reafons : 

I.  Because  he  doth  not  contradid  himfelf,  by 
forbidding  the  ufe  of  the  keys  in  one  place,  which 
in  another  he  hath  turned  upon  impenitent  offenders. 
Matt,  xviii.  2.  In  the  excommunication  of  finners 
apparently  obftinate,  with  due  circunifpeftion,  and 
in  the  fpirit  of  wifdom,  meeknefs,  and  long-lufter- 
ing,  with  fuch  other  general  chriftian  virtues,  as 
with  which  all  our  fpccial  facrihees  ought  to  be  lea- 
foned,  what  danger  can  there  be  of  any  fuch  difor- 
der,  as  the  plucking  up  of  the  wheat  with  the  tares, 
which  the  hufbandman  feareth  ?  3.  The  Lord  Jefus 
fpeaks  of  the  utter  ruinating  and  deftruftion  of  the 
tares — the  plucking  them  up  hy  the  roots: — But  ex¬ 
communication  rightly  adminiftred  is  not  for  the 
ruin  and  deftrutffion  of  any,  but  for  the  falvatioa 
of  the  party  thereby  humbled,  i  Cor.  v.  5.' — Ihe 
Lord’s  field  is  fownonly  '^xihgood  feed — -his  church 
faints  beloved  of  God,  all  and  -every  one  of  them, 
though  by  the  malice  of  Satan,  and  negligence  of 
fuch  as  fhould  keep  this  field,  vineyard  and  houfe 
of  God,  adulterated  feed,  and  abominable  perfons, 
may  be  foifted  in,  yea  and  fullered  alfo.”  p.  1 19, 
120.  1  deny  not  but,  as  it  hath  been  faidqf  old, 
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^here  Jire  many  Jbeep  without,  and'  many  wolves  •tpithi^ 
w  ;  many  of  the  vifible  church  which  are  not  of; 
the  invifible  church,  and  many  of  the  invifible  churcia 
which  never  come  into  the  vifible  church  3  But  this, 
fay  I,  is  not  according  to  the  revealed  will  of  God! 
in  his  word  ;  but  by  men^s  default  and  fin.  It  is 
their  fin  of  ignorance,  or  infirmity,  which,  being  of 
the.  invifible  church,  do  not,  if  poffibly  they  can. 
Join  themfelves  unto  the  vifible  church,  there  to 
partake  Jsi  the  vifible  ordinances.  It  is  their  fin  of 
lypocrfly  and  prefumption,  which  not  being  of  the 
invifible  church,  do  adjoin  themfelves  to  the  vifible 
ehurgh,  there  to  prophane  the  Lord’s  covenant  and 
ordinances,  to  which  they  have  no  right.  For  how, 
?an  they,  being  wicked  and  unholy,  challenge  the 
Lord  to  be  their  God,  that  is,  all  happinefs  and 
goodnefs  unto  them,  which  is  one  part  of  the  cover 
nant  5  or  profefe  themfelves  to  be  his  people,  which 
is  another  part,  when  the  devil  and  their  lufls  is' 
their  God  p.  313,  314. 

pf  the  Difference  'between  Civil  and-  Ecdefiafiieal  Go,-t 

vernmnt: 

“  I.  CtyiL  officers  are  called  in  the  word  of  God. 

princes.,  heads,  captains,  judges,  magijlrates,  nobles, 
hrds,  kings,  them  in  authority,  principalities  and  powers., 
yea  in  their  refpeei;  Gods  ;  and  according  to  their 
names  fo  are  their  offices  But  oa  the  contrary, 
ecclefiaflical  officers  are  not  capable  of  thefe,  or  the 
like  titleSi^  which  can  neither  be  given  without 
flattery  unto  them,  non  received-  by  thera  without 
arrogahey  :■  Neither  is  their  office  an  office  of  lord- 
Ifiip, '  fovereignty  or  authority,  but  of  labour  and. 
fervice,  and  fo  they,  the  labourers  and  fervants.  of  the 
fhurch,  as  of  God,  2  Cor.  iv.  5,  i  Tim.  iii.  1. 

“  2.  Magistrates  may  publifh  and  execute, 
^hsir  own  laws  in  their  own,  names,  Eara  i.  i,&:c. 
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Efther  viii.  8,  Matt.  ^x.  25.  But  minifters  are  only 
interpreters  of  the  laws  of  God,  and  muft  look  for 
po  further  refped  at  the  hands  of  any  to  the  things 
they  fpeak,  than  as  they  manifeft  the  fame  to  be 
the  cemptandmeuts  of  the  Lord,  i  Cor.,xlv.  37. 

“  3.  Civil  adminiftrations,  and  their  forms  of 
government,  may  be  and  oft  times  are  altered,  for 
the  avoiding  of  inconveniences,  according  to  the 
circumftances  of  time,  place  and  perfons,  t  xod. 
xviii.  13,  &c,  But  the  church  is  a  kingdem  ivhich 
(annet  be  Jhaken,  Heb.  xii.  28,  wherein  may  be  no 
innovation  in  office,  or  form  of  adminiftration,  front 
that  which  Chrift  htith  left^  for  any  inconveniency 
■whatfoever, 

“  4.  Civil  magiftrates  have  authority  by  their 
offices  to  judge  offenders,  upon  whom  alfothey  may 
execute  bodily  vengeance,  ufing  their  people  as  their 
fervants  and  minifters  for  the  fame  purpofe  bat 
in  the  church  the  officers  are  the  minifters  of  the 
people,  w'hofe  fervice  the  people  is  to  u(e  for  the 
adminiftring  of  the  judgments  of  the  church,  and  of 
God  firff,  ag^inft  the  obftinate,  which  is  the  utmoft 
execution  the  :ihurch  can  perform.-^ — But  here  it 
will  be  demanded  of  me,  if  the  elders  be  not  fet  oyer 
the  church  for  her  guidance  and  government  ?  Yes 
certainly,  ^  the  phyficiaa  is  fot  over  the  body,  for 
his  fkiill  and  faithfuinefs^  to  minifter  unto  it,  to 
whom  the  patient^  though  his  lord  and  mafter,  is  to 
fuhmit  the  lawyer  over  his  caufe,^  to  attend  unto 
it  \  the  fteward  over  his  family,  even  his  wife  and 
children,  to  make  provifion  for  them  :  Yea,  the 
watchman  aver  the  vvhole  city,,  for  the  fafe  keeping 
thereof.  Such,  and  none  other,  is  the  elder’s  or 
Bifhop’s  government/*  p.  135— igy* 

But,  fays  Mr.  Robinfon,  ‘‘What  fway  authority 
hath  yi  the  church  of  England,  appeareth  in  the 
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laws  of  the  land,  which  make  the  government  of 
the  church  alterable  at  the  magiftrate’s  pleafure  ; 
and  fo  the  clergy,  in  their  fubmilTion  to  King  Henry 
yill.  do  deri  VC,  as  they  pretend,  their  ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiftion  from  him^  and  fo  execute  it.  Indeed 
jtnany  of  the  late  Bilhops  and  their  proftors,  feeing 
how  monftrous  the  miniftration  is  of  divine  things, 
by  an  human  authority  and  calling  ;  and  growing 
bold  upon  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  magiftrate, 
have  difclaimed  that  former  title,  and  do  profeffedly 
hold  their  ecclefiaftical  power  and  jurifdicftion  de 
jure  divino^  and  fo  confequently  by  God’s  word 
unalterable :  Of  whom  I  would  demand  this  one 
aueftion: 

A 

What  if  the  King  fhould  difcharge  and  expel 
the  prcfenr ecclefiaftical  government,  and  plant  in- 
ftead  of  it  the  prefbytery  or  elderftiip,  would  they 
fubmit  unto  the  government  of  the  elders,  yea  or  no  ? 
If  yea,  then  were  they  traitors  to  the  Lord  Jefus, 
fubmitting  to  a  government  overthrowing  his  go¬ 
vernment,  as  doth  the  Prefbyterian  government 
that  which  is  Epifcopal :  If  no,  then  how  could  they 
free  themfelves  from  fuch  imputations  of  difloyaky 
to  Princes,  and  difturbance  of  ftates,  as  wherewith 
they  load  us  and  others'  oppofing  them  ?  But  to 
the  queftion  itfelf:  As  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  is 

nol  of  this  worlds  but  fpiritual,  and  he  a  fpiritual 
'  King,  John  xviii.  36,  fo  muft  the  government  of 
this  fpiritual  kingdom  under  this  fpiritual  King 
needs  be  fpiritual,  and  all  the  laws  of  it.  And  as 
Chrift  Jefus  hath,  by  the  merits  of  his  pricfthood, 
redeemed  as  well  the  body  as  the  foul,  i  Cor.  vi.  20  ; 
fo  is  he  alfo  by  the  fceptre  of  his  kingdom  to  rule 
and  reign  over  both  :  Unto  which  chriftian  magi- 
ftrates,  as  well  as 'meaner  perfons,  ought  to  fubmit 
themfelves,  and  the  more  chriftian  they  are,  the 

more 
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more  meekly  to  take  the  yoke  of  Chrift  upon  them^ 
and  the  greater  authority  they  have,  the  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  advance  his  fceptre  over  themfelves  and 
their  people,  by  all  good  means.  Neither  can  there 
be  any  reafon  given  why  the  merits  of  faints 
may  not  as  well  be  mingled  with  the  merits  of  Chrift, 
for  the  faving  of  the  church,  as  the  laws  of  men  with 
his  laws,  for  the  ruling  and  guiding  of  it.  He  is  as 
abfolute  and  entire  a  King  as  he  is  a  prieft,  and  his 
people  muft  be  as  careful  to  preferve  the  dignity 
of  the  one,  as  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  other/* 
p.  38. 

Of  Minifters  Maintenance. 

Mr.  Bernard  charged  his. opponents  v/ith  error,  in 
holding  that  minifters  ought  not  to  live  of  tithes^ 
but  ot  the  people’s  voluntary  contribution  ;  and  fays, 
^his  is  againjl  the  wifdom  of  God^  who  allowed  a  fet¬ 
tled  maintenance  under  the  law  ^  and  there  is  nothing 
againji  it  in  thegofpeL  But  in  reply  Mr.  Robinfoni 
fays,  As  the  Lord  appointed  under  the  law  a  fet¬ 
tled  maintenance  by  tithes  and  offerings,  fo  did  he 
a  fettled  land  of  Canaan,  which  was  holy,  and  a 
facrament,;  fo  did  he  alfo  appoint  that  the  Levites 
be  maintained  there,  Jhould  have  no  part  nor  inherit^ 
ance  with  the '  reft  of  the  Ifraelites  their  brethren. 
And  hath  God’s  wifdom  fo  appointed  now  'i  If  it 
had,  I  fear  many  would  not  reft  in  fo  wife  are 
they  for  their  bellies.  And  where  you  add,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  gofpel  againft  this  ordinance 
in  the  law,  the  author  to  the  Hebrews  might  have 
taught  you,  that  the  law"  is  abolifhed  by  the  gofpel, 
in  the  fenfe  we  fpeak  of;  and  the  old  teftamenc  by 
the  new,  in  refpefl:  of  ordinances,  whereof  this  was 
one.  If  it  be  faid  that  tithes  were  in  ufe  and  given 
by  Abraham  to  Melchizedech,  prieft  of  the  moft 
high  God,  before  the  law  or  old  teftament  was  given 

by 
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by  ]V?*ofes,  lanfwer,  that  fb  was  circuiTicifion«miniftred 
and  facrifices  oftered  before  Mofes  5  which  notwich- 
ftanding  were  parts  of  the  old  teftament,  and  afllimed 
by  Moles  into  the  body  of  it,  and  foareabolilhed  by 
the  new.  To  conclude  this  point,  fince  tithes  and 
offerings  were  appurtenances  unto  the  priefthoodi 
and  that  the  ■pru'fihoody  both  of  Melchizcdcch  and 
Levi,  are  abolilhed  in  Chrift,  as  'the  fhadow  in 
the  fubftance  %  and  that  the  I^ord  hath  ordained  that 
•they  which  preach  the  gofpel,  floould  live  of  the  gofpeh, 
we  willingly  leave  unto  you  both  your  pricftly  or¬ 
der  and  maintenance,  contenting  ourfelvcs  with  the 
people’s  voluntary  contribution,  whether  it  be  lei's 
or  more,  as  the  bleffingofGod  upon  our  labour^ 
the  fruit  of  our  miniftry,  and  declaration  of  their 
love  and  duty.”  p.  439,  440. 

In  all  thele  palTages  which  begin  and  end  with 
marks  of  quotation,  I  have  recited  Mr.  Robinfod’s 
own  ejtpreffions,  v/ichout  knowingly  adding  a  fingle 
word.  The  fpelling  I  have  brought  to  the  prefenc 
times,  but  the  language  is  entirely  Ins ;  and  it  may 
be  queftioned  whether  any  talked  a  purer  one  in  that 
day  or  not,  if  there  does  in  thisi.  About  the  time 
of  his  publilhing  this  book,  and  feme  following 
years,  “  many  came  to  his  church  at  Leyden  from 
“  divers  p^rcs  of  England,  fo  that  they  grew  a 
“  great  congregation  ;  even  fo  as  to  have  three  hun- 
“  dred  communicants*.”  And  as  the  Arminian 
controverfy  caufed  great  troubles  in  Holland,  and 
efpecially  at  Leyden,  their  two  divinity  profelTors 
being  divided,  Epifeopius  appearing  for,  and  Po- 
lydore  againft  the  Arminian  tenets;  Mr.  Robinfon^ 
though  he'preached  thriOe  a  week,  and  went  through 
much  other  labour,  yet  went  conftantly  to  hear 
them  both,  whereby  he  got  well  grounded  in  tlie 

controverfy, 

^  Prince’s  Chronology*— PI ymo’iit]^  Re glfter,. 
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controverfy,  fo  that  when  Epifcopins,  about  the 
year  1613,,  let  forth  furidry  Arminian  tbefes  at  Ley¬ 
den,  which-  he  would  defend  againft  all  oppofers,, 
Polydore  infilled  upon  Mr.  Robinfon’s  engaging 
againft  him,  telling  him,  that  “  Such  was  the  abi¬ 
lity  and  expertnefs  of  the  adverfary,  that  the  truth 
is  in  danger  to  fuffer,  if  he  would  not  help  them  ; 
is  fo  importunate  as  at  length  he  yields ;  and  when 
the  day  comes,  he  fo  defends  the  truth,  and  foils  the 
oppofer,  as  he  put  him  to  an  apparent  nonplus  in  this 
great  and  public  audience.  The  fame  he  does  a  fe- 
cond  arrd  a  third  time,  upon  the  like  occafions, 
which  as  it  caufes  many  to  give  praife  to  God  that 
the  truth  had  fo  famous  a  victory,;  fo  it  procures 
Mr.  Robinfon  much  refpedl  and  honor  from  thofe 
learned  men  and  others^.'’ 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  plant  New-Eng-' 
land  from  worldly  motives,  but  they  all  proved 
abortive.  In  1607  hundred  men  were  fent  over 
to  Sagadahock,  with  furniture  to  lay  the  founda^ 
tion  of  ’a  great  ftate,  and  all  lived  through  the  win¬ 
ter  but  their  prefident  \  yet  the  next  year,  The 
whole  colony  breaks  upy  and  returns  to  England.^ 
and  brands  the  country  as  over  cold  and  not  hahi-c. 
table  by  our  nation^  and  the  adventurers  give  over 
their  defign-]-,”  Other  fruitlefs  attempts  were 
made  for  a  while,  and  then  were  given  over.  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Captain  Mafon  fpent 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  each,  in  attempts  for 
fetclement,  and  each  of  them  thought  it  advifeable 
to  give  over  their  defigns,  and  fit  down  with  the 
lofs.  Whether  Britain  would  have  had  any  colo- 
nies  in  America  at  this  day,  if  religion  had  noc 
been  the  grand  inducement,  is  doubtful:]:.*" 

F  Thk 
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Prince’s  Chronology,  p.  36,  38.  f  Ibid,  p,  21  —  25. 
t  Mafiachufetts  IlilTory,  vol.  i,  p.  3. 


The  people  whofe  religions  fentiments  are  de- 
feribed  above,  after  long  confideracion,  many  earncft 
requefts  to  heaven  for  diredlion  and  help,  and  well 
confuking  matters  with  Englifh  friends,  at  laft  de¬ 
termined  to  come  over  to  this  wildernefs ;  and  divine 
providence  made  them  the  honored  inftruments  of 
laying  the  foundation  of  this  now  flourifhing  coun¬ 
try.  In  December,  1617,  Mr.  Robinfon  and  Elder 
Brewkjr  wrote  to  the  Council  for  Virginia,  who  then 
had  the  management  of  thefe  affairs,  wherein  they 
iay,  “  For  your  encouragement  we  will  not  forbear 
to  mention  thele  inducements,  i.  We  verily 
believe  and  truft  the  Lord  is  with  us  ;  to  whom 
and  whofe  fervice  we  have  given  oiirfelves  in  many 
trials,  and  that  he  will  gracioully  profper  our  en- 
deavours  according  to  the  fimplicity  of  our  hearts. 
2.  We  are  well  weaned  from  the  delicate  milk 
of  our  mother  country,  and  inured  to  the  diffi- 
culties^of  a  firange  land.  3.  The  people  are,  for 
the  body  of  them,  induftrious  and  frugal,  v/e  think 
we  may  fafely  fay,  'as  any  company  of  people  in 
the  world.  4.  We  are  knit  together  as  a  body,  in 
a  moft  ftrift  and  facred  bond  and  covenant  of  the 
Lord  ;  of  the  violation  whereof  we  make  great 
confcience,  and  by  virtue  whereof  we  hold  our- 
felvcs  flridly  tied  to  all  care  of  each  other’s  good, 
and  of  the  wliolc.  5.  It  is  not  with  us  as  with 
other  men  ;  whom  Imall  things  can  difeourage. 
Or  fmall  difeouragements  caufe  to  wifli  ourfelves 
at  home  again 

.  FIerein  they  were  not  miftaken,  as  will  foon  ap¬ 
pear  ^  forahough  contentions  among  the  faid  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  other  things,  obftrudeed  their  proceeding 
till  1620,  and  they  could  not  then  obtain  any  royal 
promife  of  liberty  of  confcience  in  this  country, 

only 

0 

*  Pritice,  p.  5T,  5^,  » 
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only  that  the  King  would  connive  at  them,  and  not 
moled  them  if  they  carried  it  peaceably,  “  Yet,  cad- 
‘‘  ing  themfelves  on  the  care  of  providence,  they'  ' 
refolve  to  venture.”  'But  as  they  could  not  obtain 
fhipping  and  provifion  enough  to  carry  half  their 
company  the  fird  year,  Mr.  Robinfon  was  obliged 
to  tarry  in  Holland  with  the  larger  part,  while  Mrl 
William  Brewder,  their  ruling  elder,  came  over  with 
the  other.  Mod  of  their  brethren  came  with  them 
from  Leyden  to  Delph-Haven,  where  they  fpent 
the  night  in  friendly,  entertaining  and  chridian  con- 
verfe.  And  July  2^2,  the  wind  being  fair,  they  go 
aboard,  their  friends  attending  them,  when  "'•  Mr. 
Robinfon  falling  down  on  his  knees,  and  they  all 
with  him,  he  with  watry  cheeks  commends  them 
with  mod  fervent  prayer  to  God ;  and  then  with 
mutual  embraces,  and  many  tears,  they  take  their 
leaves,  and  with  a  profperous  gale  come  to  South- 
ampton,”  in  England.  July  27,  1620,  Mr.  Ro-  x 
binfon  wrote  a  letter,  which  was  received  and  read 
to  the  company  at  that  place^;  which  I  think  wor¬ 
thy  of  a  place  here.  The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Loving  chrijlian  Friends ^ 

I  DO  heartily  and  in  the  Lord  falute  you,  as  be- 
.  ing  thofe  with  whom  I  am  prefent  in  my  bed  affec¬ 
tions,  and  mod  earned  longing  after  youf  though  I 
be  condrained  fora  while  to  be  bodily  abfent  from 
you  :  I  fay  condrained  ;  God  knowing  how  willing¬ 
ly,  and  much  rather  than  other  wife,  I  would  have 
born  my  part  with  you  in  the  fird  brunt,  were  I  noc 
by  drong  necefficy  held  back  for  the  prefent.  Make 
account  of  me  in  the  mean  time  as  a  man  divided  in 
myfelf,  with  great  pain  (and  as  natural  bonds  fee 
afide)  having  my  better  part  with  you  ;  and  although 
1  doubt  nor,  but  in  your  godly  wifdoms  you  both 

F  2  forefee 

I 

*  Prince,  p.  70,  71. 
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forefee  and  refolve  upon  that  which  concerneth  your 
prefent  ftatc  and  condition,  both  feverally  and 
jointly,  yet  have  I  thought  it  but  my  duty  to  add 
lome  further  fpur  of  provocation  unto  them  who  run 
already,  if  not  becaufe  you  need  it,  yet  becaufe  I 
owe  it  in  love  and  duty. 

“  And  firft,  as  we  are  daily  to  renew  our  repent¬ 
ance  with  our  God,  efpecialJy  for  our  fins  known, 
and  generally  for  our  unknown  trefpaffes ;  fo  doth 
the  Lord  call  us  in  a  fingUlar  manner,  upon  occa=' 
fionsof  fuch  difficulty  and  danger  as  lieth  upon  you, 
to  both  a  narrow  fearch  and  careful  reformation  in 
his  fight,  left  he  calling  to  remembrance  our  fins 
forgotten  by  us,  op  unrepented  of,  take  advantage 
againft  us,  and  in  judgment  leave  us  to  be  fwallow- 
ed  up  in  one  danger  or  other  ;  v/hereas,  on  the 
contrary,  fin  being  taken  away  by  earneft  repent¬ 
ance,  and  the  pardon  thereof  from  the  Lord  fealed 
to  a  man's  confcience  by  his  fpirit,  great  lhall  be 
his  fecurity  and  peace  in  all  dangers,  fweet  his  com¬ 
forts  in  all  diftreffes,  with  happy  deliverance  Rom. 
all  evil,  whether  in  life  or  death.  New  next  after 
this  heavenly  peace  with  God  and  our  own  con- 
fciences,  we  are  carefully  to  provide  for  peace  with 
all  men,  what  in  us  lieth,  efpecially  with  our 
affociates  j  and  for  that,  watchfulnefs  mull  be  had, 
that  we  neither  at  all  ourfelves  do  give,  no,  nor  ea- 
fily  take  offence  being  given  by  others.  fVo  be  to  the 
‘world  for  offences,  for  although  it  be  neceffary,  con- 
fidering  the  malice  of  Satan  and  man’s  corruption, 
that  offences  coms^  yet  wo  unto  the  wan,  or  woman 
cither,  by  whom  the  offence  cometh,  faith  Chrift,  Matt, 
sviii.  7.  And  if  offences  nn  the  unfeafonable  ufe  of 
things,  in  thcmfelves  indifferent,  be  more  to  be 
feared  than  death  itfelf,  as  the  apoftle  teacheth,  i 
Cor.  ix.  15,  how  much  more  in  things  fimply  evil, 

in 


[i620.}  in  new- ENGL  and.  37 

in  which  neither  the  honor  of  God  nor  love  of  man 
is  thought  worthy  to  be  regarded  ?  Neither  yet  is 
it  fufficient  that  we  keep  ourfelves,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  from  giving  offences,  except  withal  we  be 
armed  againft  the  taking  of  them,  when  they  arc 
given  by  others  for  how  imperfed:  and  lame  is  the 
work  of  grace  in  that  perfon,  who  v;ants  charity  to 
cover  a  multitude  of  offences  ?  as  the  fcripture  fpeaks. 
Neither  are  you  to  be  exhorted  to  this  grace  only* 
upon  the  common  grounds  of  chriftiai^ity,  which 
are,  that  perfons  ready  to  take  offence,  cither  want 
charity  to  cover  offences,  or  duly  to  weigh  human 
frailties  ;  or,  lafcly,  are  grofs  though  clofe  hypo¬ 
crites,  as  Chrift  our  Lord  teacheth,  Matt.  vii.  1 — 3  j 
as  indeed,  in  my  own  experience,  few  or  none  have 
been  found  which  looner  give  offence,  than  fuch  as 
cafily  take  it ;  neither  have  they  ever  proved  found 
and  profitable  members  in  focicties,  who  have  nou- 
rifhed  this  touchy  humour.  But  befidcs  thefe,  there 
are  divers  motives  provoking  you  above  others  to 
great  care  and  confcience  this  way ;  as  firll,  there 
are  many  of  you  ftrangers  to  the  perfons,  fo  to  the 
infirmities  of  one  another,  and  fo  ftand  in  need  of 
more  watchfulnefs  this  way,  left  when  fuch  things 
fall  out  in  men  and  women  as  you  expeded  nor, 
you  be  inordinately  affeded  with  them,  which  doth 
require  at  your  hands  much  wifdom  and  charity  for 
the  covering  and  preventing  of  incident* offences 
that  way.  And  laftly,  your  intended  courfe  of  civil 
community  will  minifter  continual  occafion  of  of¬ 
fence*,  and  will  be  as  fuel  for  that  fire,  except  you 
diligently  watch  it  with  brotherly  forbearance.  And 
if  taking  offence  caufelefsly  or  cafily  at  men’s  doings 

be 

*  For  feveral  years  their  affairs  were  managed  in  one  com¬ 
mon  flock,  but  they  afterward  fgund  the  way  of  diftinfl  proper¬ 
ty  to  be  much  better. 
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be  fo  carefully  to  be  avoided  ;  how  much  more  heed 

offence  at  God  him- 
felf  ?  Which  yet  we  certainly  do,  fo  oft  as  we  do 
murmur  at  his  providences  in  our  croffes,  or  bear 
impatiently  fuch  affliftions  wherewith  he  is  pleafed 
to  yifit  us.  Store  up  therefore  patience  againft  the 
evil  day  ;  wichouc  _  which  we  take  offence  at  the 
Lord^  himfelf  in  his  juft  works.  A  fourth  thing 

there  IS  carefully  to  be  provided  for,  viz.  that  with 
your  common  employments,  you  join  common  af- 
leccions,  truly  bent  upon  the  general  good,  avoid¬ 
ing  as  a  deadly  plague  of  your  both  common  and 
Ipecial  comforts,  all  retirednefs  of  mind  for  proper 
advantage  ;  and  all  fingularly  affefted  every  manner 
of  way,  lct_  every  man  reprefs  in  himfelf,  and  the 
whole  body  in  each  perfon,  as  lo  many  rebels  againft 
the  common  good,  all  -private  refpeas  of  men's  fehes^ 
riot  forting  with  the  general  convenience.  And  as 
men  are  careful  not  to  have  a  new  houfe  fhaken  with 
any  violence,  before  it  be  well  fettled,  and  the  parrs 
firmly  knit  ;  fo  be  you,  I  befeech  you  my  brethren, 
much  more  careful  that  the  houfe  of  God,  which  you 
are  and  are  to  be,  be  fhaken  with  unneceffifry  no¬ 
velties,  or  other  oppofitions,  at  the  firft  fettling 
thereof,  ® 

“  Lastly,  whereas  you  are  to  become  a  body 
politic,  ufing  amongfb  yourfelves  civil  government, 
and  are  not  furniflied  with  Ipecial  eminency  above 
the  reft,  to  be  chofen  by  you  into  office  of  govern¬ 
ment,  let  your  wifdom  and  godlinefs  appear,  not  on¬ 
ly  in  choofing  fuch  perfons  as  do  entirely  love,  and 
will  promote  the  common  good  ;  but  alfo  in  yield¬ 
ing  unto  them  all  due  honor  and  obedience  in  their 
lawful  adminiflrations,  not  beholding  in  them  the 
ordinarinefs  of  their  perfons,  but  God’s  ordinance 
for  your  good  j  not  being  like  the  foolifli  multitude, 

who 
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who  more  honor  the  gay  coat^  than  either  the  virtu¬ 
ous  mind  of  the  man,  or  the  glorious  ordinance  of 
the  Lord;  but  you  know  better  things,  and  that  the 
image  of  the  Lord’s  power  and  authority,  which  the 
magiftrate  beareth,  is  honorable,  in  how  mean  per- 
fon  foever ;  and  this  duty  you  may  the  more  wil¬ 
lingly,  and  ought  the  more  confcionably  to  perform, 
becaufe  you  are,  at  leaft  for  the  prelent,  to  have 
them  for  your  ordinary  governors,  which  yourfelves 
IhaM  make  choice  of  for  that  work.  Sundry  othet 
things  of  importance  1  could  put  you  in  mind  of, 
and  of  thofe  before  mentioned,  in  more  words  ;  but 
I  will  not  fo  far  wrong  your  godly  minds,  as  to  think 
you  heedlefs  of  thefc  things,  there  being  alfo 
divers  amongft  you  fo  well  able  both^  to  admonifli 
themfelves  and  others  of  what  concerneth  them. 
Thefe  few  tilings  therefore,  and  the  fame  in  few 
words,  I  do  earneftly  commend  to  your  care 'and 
confcience,  joining  therein  with  my  daily  incefiant 
prayers  unto  the  Lord,  that  he  who  has  made 
the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  fea,  and  all  ri¬ 
vers  of  water,  and  whofe  providence  is  over  all  his 
works,  efpecially  over  all  his  dear  children  for  good, 
would  fo  guide  and  guard  you  in  your  ways,  as  in¬ 
wardly  by  his  fpirit,  fo  outwardly  by  the  hand  of  his 
power,  as  that  both  you,  and  we  alfo  for  and  with 
you,  may  have  after  matter  of  praifing  his  name  all 
the  days  of  your  and  our  lives.  Fare  you  well  in 
him  in  whom  you  truft,  and  in  whom  I  reft,  an  un¬ 
feigned  well-wilher  to  your  happy  fuccefs  in  this 
hopeful  voyage,  Jorm'  Robinson'^.” 

This  excellent  letter  properly  deferibes  the  fenti- 
ments,  temper  and  rules  of  condu6t  of  the  chief 
founders  of  New-England  ;  and  may  the  farne  be 
duly  regarded  to  their  lateft  poftericy  ! 

Bit 

*  Morton,  p.  7— 
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By  Dutch  intrigues  and  other’s  ill  conduft  they 
were  hindered  long,  and  at  laft  forced  to  come 
with  only  one  Ihip  inftead  of  two,  which  failed  from 
Plymouth,  in  England,  on  September  6,  and  arriv¬ 
ed  in  Cape-Cod  harbour  iN'ovember  ir,  and  at  tlie 

place  which  they  named  Plymouth,  in  December 
1620, 

And  now  compare  this  company  with  that  of  Sa- 
gadahock,  That  company,  who  came  upon  worldly 
defigns,  had  an  hundred  men  ;  this  religious  fociety 
confifted  of  but  one  hundred  and  one  fouls,  men, 
women,  and  children;  the  one  arrived  at  the  place 
defigned  for  fettlement  in  Auguft,  the  other  not 
till  winter  had  let  in:  The  worldly  company 
only  buried  their  prefident,  and  all  returned  the 
next^  year  to  their  native  country  again;  where¬ 
as  this  religious  people,  in  about  five  months  time^ 
buried  their  Governor  and  full  half  their  number, 
and  yet  with  fortitude  and  patience  they  kept  their 
flation  ;  yea,  though  they  were  afterwards  deferred 
and  abufed  by  fome  who  had  engaged  to  help  them. 
We  cannot  now  form  an  adequate  idea  of  what  thofe 
pious  planters  endured,  to  prepare  the  way  for  what 
we  at  this  day  enjoy.  In  the  year  1623  they  fay, 
By  the  time  our  corn  is  planted,  our  viftuals 
are  fpent ;  not  knowing  at  night  where  to  have 
a  bit  in  the  morning,  and  have  neither  bread 
nor  corn  for  three  or  four  months  together ; 

yet  bear  our  wants  with  chearfulnefs,  and  reft  on 
providence*^.” 

It  pleafed  v^od  further  to  try  their  faith,  by  fend- 
^  drought  ri^id  heat  from  the  third  week  in 
May  till  the  middle  of  -July,  which  caufed  their  corn 
to  Wither  as  if  it  were  truly  dead\  and  afhip  that  they 
had  long  expelled  did  not  arrive,  but  they  thouglit 

thev 

*  Prince,  p. 
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they  faw  figns  of  its  being  wrecked  on  the  ccafls. 
The  moft  courageous  are  now  difcouraged. 
Upon  this  the  public  authority  fet  apart  a  Ibleixin 
day  of  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  feek  the  Lord 
in  this  diftrefs,  v^ho  was  pleafed  to  give  fpecdy 
anlwer,  to  our  own  and  the  Indians  aomiration  % 
for  though  in  the  former  part  ot  the  day  it  was 
“  very  clear  and  hot,  without  a  fign  of  rain,  yet 
before  the  exercife  is  over  the  clouds  gather,  and 
next  morning  diftil  fuch  foft  and  eentle  fhowers 
as  give  cauie  of  joy  and  p^raife  to  God.’’  Their 
‘corn  recovers,  and  foon  after  arrives  the  fhip 
they  expeiled,  bringing  over  about  fixty  more  of 
their  friends,  and  a  letter  from  others,  wherein  they 
fay  to  thofe  here,  Let  it  not  be  grievous  to  you,, 
that  you  have  been  inftrunients  to  break  the  ice 
for  others  who  come  after  with  lefs  difficulty  : 
The  honor  ffiall  be  yours  to  the  world’s  end.  We 
bear  you  always  in  our  breads,  and  our  hearty 
affeftion  is  tov/ards  you  all,  as  are  the  hearts  of 
hundreds  more  who  never  law  your  faces,  who 
doubtlefs  pray  for  your  fafety  as  their  own^.’* 
Their  harvett  was  plentiful  ;  and  above  twenty 
years  after  Governor  Bradford  fays,  Nor  has 
there  been  any  general  want  of  food  among  us 
fince  to  this  day^f’ 

Mr.  Robinfon  and  many  of  his  people  were 
detained  in  Holland,  till,  after  about'  a  week’s 
illnefs,  he  died  there  on  March  i,  1625,  aged  near 
50  years.  Governor  Bradford  fays,  ‘‘  His  and 
our  enemies  had  been  continually  plotting  how 
they  might  hinder  his  coming  hither,  but  the 
Lord  has  appointed  him  a  better  place.”  Mr. 
Prince  fays,  Elis  fon  Ifaac  came  over  to  Plymouth 

G  colony, 

^  Prince,  p.  137—140,  f  Ibid.  p.  141. 
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colony,  lived  to  above  90  years  of  age,  a  venC-*' 
Table  man,  whom  I  have  often  feen,  and  has 
‘‘  left  tnale  poftcrity  in  the  county  of  Barnftable 
The  Caule  why  Mr.'Robinfcn  and  the  remaining 
part  of  his  church  were  kept  back  fo  long,  was  their 
inability  to  tranfport  themfelves,  and  feveral  mer¬ 
chants  who  had  engaged  in  the  affair  deferred  them, 
purfuing  feparate  fchemes  of  their  own,  and  fent 
over  one  company  of  fixty  flout  men,  who  began  a 
plantation  at  Weymouth  ;  but  foori  reduced  them¬ 
felves  to  fuch  ftraits  that  feveral  periflaed,  and  the 
reft  were  forced  to  be  beholden  to  the  charity  of 
Plymouth  people,  to  keep  them  alive  till  they  could 
get  back  whence  they  came.  Another  worldly 
fcheme  was  begun  at  Braintree,  which  alfo  proved 
abortive,  while  our  chriftian  fathers  at  Plymouth 
vrere  enabled  to  keep  their  ftation.  And  fome  of 
the  adventurers  wrote  to  them  on  December  iS, 
1624,  and  faid,  “  We  are  ftili  perfuadcd  you  are 
the  people  that  muft  make  a  plantation  in  thofe 
temote  places,  when  all  others  failp/*  They  were 
long  deftitute  of  a  paftor,  and  yet  conftantly  main¬ 
tained  divine  v/orfhip  among  them,  of  which  a 
noted  author  gives  this  account ;  fays  he, 

“  To  fatisfy  the  reader,  how  a  chriftian  church 
“  could,Jn  any  tolerable  meafure,  carry  on  thepub- 
“  lie  worfnip  of  God  without  fuitable  officers,  as 
was  the  cafe  of  thofe  people  of  Plymouth,  we 
“  muft  know  that  thofe  were  aferious  and  religious 
“  people,  that  knew  their  own  principles — knew 
and  v/ere  refoived  on  the  v/ay  of  their  worfhip, 

“  but  in  many  yeans  could  not  prevail  with  any  to 
come  over  to  them,  and  undertake  the  office  of  a 
paftor  amongrt  them,  at  leaft  none  in  whom  they 

could 

•*  Princ?,  p.  159,  i5o.  flbid.  p.  155. 


[1624.]  IN  NEW-ENGLAND.  45 

“  could  with  full  fatisfadion  acquiefce,  and  there- 
“  fore  in  the  mean  while  they  were  peaceably  and 
“  prudently  managed  by  the  wil'dom  of  Mr. 
“  Brewfter,  a  grave  and  ferious  perfon — ruling 
“  elder  among  them.  Befides  alfo  feveral  of  his 
“  people  were  well  gifted,  and  did  fpend  part  of 
“  the  Lord’s  day  in  their  wonted  prophelying,  to 
“  which  they  had  been  accuftomed  by  Mr.  Robin- 
“  fon.  Thofe  gifts  while  they  lafted  made  the 
burthen  of  the  other  deled  more  eafily  born*.” 
The  names  of  thofe  firlt  planters  were,  John  Car¬ 
ver,  William  Bradford,  Edward  Window,  fucceffive 
Governors;  William  Brewfter, elder;  Captain  Miles 
Standilh,  Robert  Cufhman,  John  Alden,  Samuel 
Fuller,  Richard  Warren,  Stephen  Hopkins,  and 
others,  each  of  whom  have  pofterity  remainino- 
among  us  to  this  day.  “  I  am  not  preferving  from 
oblivion  the  names,  of  heroes,  whofe  chief  merit 
“  is  the  overthrow  of  cities,  provinces  and  empires  ; 

“  but  thenames  of  the  founders  of  a  flourifhingtown 
“  and  colony,  if  not  of  the  whole  Britilh  empire  in 
“  America-f-.”  deeppovsrty^andtheabunddnce  of 
their  joy  ^  aboundeduntothenches  of  their  liberality^  fo  as 
not  only  to  enable  them  to  relieve  many  indiftrefs,  but 
alfo  to  launch  out  fo  as  to  help  over  about  35 

*  Hubbard.  Mr.  Robinfon  fays,  “  The  difciples  of  Cbrift 
“  did  not  then  firft  receive  power  to  teach  when  they  were 
poiTeifed  of  their  apoflleihip,  but  long  before  they  were  ad¬ 
mitted  into  office,  as  did  others  allb  belides  them,  without 
‘‘  office,  as  well  as  they.  Matt.  x.  5,  6,  7, Luke  x.  1—3,  9, 10.” 
AnJ^er  to  Bernard,  p.  148.  “  That  we  call  prephefying,  J  affirm 
1^®' lo  appropriated  to  the  miniilry,  but  that  others 
received  a  gife  thereunto,  may  and  ought  to  ftir  up 
^  the  fame,  and  to  ufe  it  in  the  church,  for  edification,  exhortation 
and  comfort,  though  not  yet  called  into  the  office  of  the  mini- 
ftry,  Rom.  xii.  6,  i  Cor.  xiv.  3,  i  Pet.  iv.  10,  ii.”  p.  23c* 

t  Maffachufetts  Hillory,  vol.  2,  p,  462,  463. 

G  2 


families 


f- 


i-v- 


44  HISTORY  of  the  BAPTISTS 


families  more  of  their  friends  from  Leyden,  who, 
were  tranfported  hither  in  1629,  at  the  charge  of 
their  brethren  here,  which  was  chearfully  born  by 
them,  though  it  amounted  to  above  fii^e  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  Jierling^  befides  fupporting  them^ 
after  their  arrival  for  16  or  18  months,  till  they  had 
a  harveft  of  their  own,  which  coft;  near  as  much 
Mean  v/hile,  fays  Governor  Bradford. 


more. 


God  gives  us  peace  and  health,  with  contented 
minds,  and  fo  fucceeds  our  labours  that  we  have 
corn  fufficient,  and  fome  to  fpare,with  other  pro- 
vifions  :  Nor  had  we  ever  any  fuppiy  from 


had 

England  but  what  we  firfi:  brought  with  us'^.’’ 


Hi 


The  lirlt  horned  cattle  that  they  ever  had  here  were 
a  bull  and  three  heifers,  which  Governor  Window 
f)rought  over  to  Plymouth  i/i  March,  1624. 

About  that  time,  the  fame  of  the  plantatioa 
at  New-Plymouth  being  fpread  in  all  the  wellera 
parts  of  England,  the  Rev.  Mr.  White,  a  fa¬ 
mous  Puritan  minifter  of  Dorchefter,  excites  fe» 
veral  gentlemen  there  to  make  way  for  another 
fettlement  in  Nevv-Englandj*’’  This  was  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  theMafifachufetts  colony  *,  that  year  a  few 
perfons  who  gathered  at  Cape-Ann,  that  removed 
the  next  year,  and  began  the  town  of  Salem,  to  whom 
others  reforted  from  time  to  time,  till  in  the  fum- 
mer,  1628,  Mr.  John  Endicot  came  over  to  govern, 
them”,  and  in  1629,  Mr.  Francis  Higginfon  and 
Mr.  Samuel  Skelton,  two  Non-confermift  minifters, 
came  with  many  others,  and  formed  and  organized 
Z  church  in  that  place.  Upon  which  we  may  fee 
Mr.  Robinfon’s  words  verified  ;  for  thefe  Puritans, 
who  had  blamed  hirg  for  an  entire  feparatlon  from 
the  naci  nal  church,  yet  Were  no  fooner  fettled  on 
,  ^his  fide  the  Atlantic,  than  they  call  off  the  prelates, 

yolvQ 

friace,  p.  156^  201.  f  Ibid,  p,  144% 
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yoke  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  when  John  Brown  and 
Samuel  Brown,  two  of  the  ‘‘  firit  patentees,  men  of 
eftates,  and  men  of  parts,”  attempted  to  fet  up 
Epifcopal  worfhip  at  Salem,  Governor  Endicot  con- 
vented  them  before  him,  where  they  accuied 
the  miniiters  as  departing  from  the  orders  of  the 
church  of  England  that  they  were  Separatifts, 
and  would  be  Anabaptifis,,  &c.  but  forthemfelves 
they  would  hold  to  the  orders  of  the  church  of 
England.”  Thefc  Ipeeches  and  praftices  were 
judged  by  the  Governor  and  Council  to  be  fuQh  as 
tended  ‘‘  to  mutiny  and  faction,  and  the  Governor 
told  them,  fjba^  New-England  was  no  place  for 
fucb  as  tbey^  and  therefore  fenc  them  back  for 
England,  ac‘  the  return  of  the  fhips,  the  fame 

year*.” 

By  this  and  many  other  inftances  we  may  fee, 
that  the  men  who  drew  off*  from  the  national  efta- 
bli(hment,as  foon  as  they  were  convinced  that  truth 
called  them  to  it,  were  not  fo  fevere  againft  Diffcnt- 
ers  from  themfelvcs,  as  they  were  who  ftayed  till 
tntereft  and  civil  power  would  favour  the  caufe  be-  , 
fore  they  feparated.  . 

In  the  year  1630,  Governor  Winthrop  with 
about  fifteen  hundred  people  came  over,  and  plant¬ 
ed  Charleftown,  Bofton,  Uorchefter,  and  Water- 
town,  and  foon  formed  churches  in  each  town.  Of 
thefe  people  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  ‘‘  Intending  not 
to  write  an  apology,  but  an  hiftory  of  their  prac¬ 
tice,  nothing  fliall  here  be  interpofed  by  way  of 
defence  ui  ihcir  way,  only  to  give  a  clear  oifeo- 
very  of  the  truth,  as  to  matter  of  fa6t,  both  what 
it  was  at  firft,and  ftill  continues  to  be.  Thofethat 
came  over  foon  after  Mr.  Endicot,  namely  Mr. 
Higginfon  and  Mr.  Skelton,  Anno.  1629,  walked 
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“  iTL'ft"®  L"  Tde^rt  «"  r?h  " 

«  niir .  in  fn  at,  if  they  went  in  and 

"  too  iinle  S  '!'h*‘r  i"  fc"’" 

“  mav  be  in  f  ^^Pa^'ation  ;  and  it 

“  A  r  fufficicntly  attending 

“  as  themlelves  though? 

they  underaood  afterwards.  For  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  things  they  only  accepted  of  one  another 

^r'^f  of  the  doc¬ 

trine  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  honeft  and  good  in¬ 
tentions  they  had  one  towards  another,  and  fo  by 

fnrT  of.^^Q'^enant  foon  moulded  themfelves 
into  a  church  in  every  plantation  where  they  took 
up  their  abode*;  until  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr 
Hooker  ca.me  over,  which  was  in  the  year  162? 
who  did  clear  up  the  order  and  method  5 
u  go^«^«nient,  according  as  they  apprehend- 

«  A  confonant  to  the  word  of  God. 

«  fuch  was  the  authority  they,  efpecially  Mr.' 

_  Cotton,  had  m  the  hearts  of  the  people,  that 

“  whatevet- 

wo*rdT^®  covenant  of  the  lirft  church  in  Bofton  was  in  theft 

-  I"  "am®  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  obedience  to- 
his  holy  will  and  divine  ordinance,  we  whofe  names  are 
here  underwritten,  being  by  his  moft  wife  and  good  provi- 
..  together  into  this  part  of  America,  in  the  Ly  of 

Mafiachufetts,  and  defirous  to  unite  ourfelves  into  onecongre- 
gation  or  church,  under  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  our  head!  i« 
r  beeonieth  all  thofewhom  he  hath  redeemed  and 

^ntnf^lf,  do  hereby  folemnly  and  religioully  (zs 
in  his  moft  holy  prelence)  promife  and  bind  ourfelves  to  wait 
in  all  our  ways  according  to  the  rule  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  all 
^  lincere  conformity  to  his  holy  ordinances,  and  in  mutual  love 
snd  r^ljpc(^  ca.ch  to  other,  fo  near  as  God  fhall  give  us  grace* 

John  Wjntrrop, 

Ihomas  Dudley,' 

Isaac  Johnson, 

John  v^^ilson.^’  &c, 

Mr,  Fop(craft*i  Cmiury  Sermc?:  at  BoJ^cn^ 
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whatever  he  delivered' in  the  pulpit  was  foon  put 
into  an  order  of  court,  if  of  a  civil,  or  fet  up  ai 
a  pradlice  in  the  church,  if  of  an  ecclefiallical 
concernment.  After  that  time,  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  all  ecclefiaftical  matters  was  tycd  up  more 
**  ftriftly  than  before  to  the  rules  of  that  which  is 
fince  owned  for  the  Congregational  way. — The 
principal  points  whefein  they  differ  from  others 
may  be  reduced  to  thefe  four  heads  : 

“  I.  The  fubjed: matter  of  the  church,  faints  by 
calling:  Such  as  have  not  only  attained  th^ 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  religion,  and  free 
‘‘  from  grofs  and  open  fcandal,  but  are  willing,  to- 
“  gether  with  the  proftflion  of  their  repentance 
and  faith  in  Chrift,  to  declare  their  fubjeftion  to. 
him  in  his  ordinances,  which  they  account  ougbr 
to-be  done  publicly  before  the  Lord  and  his  peo^ 
pie,  by  an  open  profeffion  of  the  dodrine  of  the 
gofpel,  and  by  a  perfonal  relation  of  their  fpiritual 
‘‘  eflate^  expreflive  of  how  they  were  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  God  by  faith  in  Chriil  Jefus  ; 
and  this  is  done  either  with  their  ^ivavoce^  or  by 
‘‘  a  rehearfal  thereof  by  the  elders  in  public  before 
the  church  afiembly,  they  having  beforehand 
received  private  fatistadion,  the  perfons  openly 
‘‘  teftifying  their  alTents  thereunto,  provided  they 
do  not  fcandalize  their  profeffion  by  an  unchri- 
ftian  converfation,  in  which  cafe  a  profeffion  is 
with  them  offmall  account.  / 

2.  Ih  the  conftitutive  form  of  a  particular  vifl- 
ble  church,  which  they  account  ought  to  be  a  re- 
ftipnlation,  or  mutual  covenanting  to  walk  toge- 
^  ther  in  their  chriftian  communion,  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  gofpel  ;  and  this  they  fay  is  beft 
‘I  to  be  explicit,  although  ihey  do  not  deny  but 
an  implicit  covenant  may  fuffice  to  the  being  of 
V  a  true  church. 

‘‘  3.  lif 


48  HISTORY  OF  THE  BAPTISTS 

“  3.  In  the  quantic/  or  extenfivcnefs  of  a  par- 
“  ticular  church,  concerning  which  they  hold  that 
“  no  church  fociety,  of  gofpel  inftitution,  ought  to 
“  be  of  larger  extent,  or  greater  number,  than  may 
“  ordinarily  meet  together  in  one  place,  for  the 
“  enjoyment  of  all  the  fame  numerical  ordinance?, 
“  and  celebrating  of  all  divine  worfhip,  nor  ordi- 
“  narily  fewer  than  may  conveniently  carry  on 
“  church  work. 

4.  That  there  is  no  jurifdiftion,  to  which  as 
fuch  particular  churches  are  or  ought  to  be 
lubjeft,  be  it  placed  in  claffes  or  fynod,  by  way 
of  authoritative  cenfure,  nor  any  church  power, 
extrinfical  to  the  faid  church,  Vvhich  they  ought 
to  have  dependence  upon  any  other  fort  of  men 
for  the  exercife  of. 

‘‘  After  this  manner  have  their  ecclefiafrical 
affairs  been  carried  on  ever  fince  the  year  1633,’’ 
that  is,  down  to  1680,  when  Mr.  Hubbard  wrote 
his  hiuory. 

Here  let  it  be  well.obferved  and  ever  remember^ 
ed,  that  thefe  were  the  main  points  wherein  they 
differed  from  others  and  the  reader  is  welcome  to 
fearch  through  all  their  hiftory  from  that  day  to 
this,  and  fee  if  he  can  find  that  thefe  principles,  in 
themfelves  confidered^  ever  produced  any  evil 
effecTis  *,  but  this  people  brought  two  other  princi¬ 
ples  with  them  from  their  native  country,  in  which 
they  did  not  differ  from  others;  v/hich  are^  that 
natural  birth,  and  the  doings  of  men,  can  bring 
children  into  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  and,  that  it  is 
right  to  enforce  and  fupport  their  own  femiments 
about  religion  with  the  magijiratds  fword.  And 
thofe,  let  them  live  in  England,  Scotland,  Rome, 
or  elfewhere,  who  reproach  and  condemn  New- 
England  for  the  evils  which  thefe  two  principles 
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liave  produced,  while  they  hold  the  fame  thing^^ 
ought  to  confider  that  in  fo  doing  they  will  be  found 
inexcujable  before  our  great  jud©e. 

The  root  of  a  cotnpulfive  uniformity  was  planted 
a  General  Court  in  Boftoh,  May  18,  1631,  when 
it  was  ‘‘  ordered  and  agreed,  that  for  the  time  to 
come,  no  man  fhall  be  admitted  to  the  freedom 
of  this  body  foUlic^  but  fuch  as  are  members  of 
fome  of  the  churches  within  the  limits  of  the 
fame^/'  This  teft  in  after  times  had  fuch  in¬ 
fluence,  that  he  who  did  not  conform,  was  de- 
prived  of  more  civil  privileges  than  a  Non«con» 
formift  is  deprived  of  by  the  text  in  England. 
Both  the  one  and  the  other  muft  have  occafioned 
much  formality  and  hypocrify.  The  myfteries 
of  our  holy  religion  have  been  proftituted  to  mere 
fccular  views  and  advantagesf/" 

If  in  any  inftances  this  people  carried  their  zeal 
to  a  greater  feverity  than  Epifcopalians  have  often 
done,  let  it  be  rettiembered,  that  the  latter  hold  a 
power  in  their  church  to  decree  rites  'ar^d  ceremonies^ 
and  fo  confe'quently  a  power  to  abate  of  alrer  the' 
fame  as  occafion  fuits  ;  but  the  fathers  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  held  the  fcriptu'res  to  be  their  unalterable 
rule,  and  having  formed  a  plan  Which  they  thoughtwas, 
truly  fcriptural.  Captain  j ohnfon  in  1651  laid,  To 
them  it  feems  unreafonable,  and  to  favour  toomuch 
of  hypocrify,  that  any  people  fhould  pray  unto  ^he 
Lord  for-  the  fp^edy  accomplifhment  of  his  word 
in  the  overthrow  of  Antichrift,  and  in  the  mean 
time  become  a  patron  to  finful  opinions  and 
errors  that  oppofe  the  truths,  of  Chrift, 
admit  it  be  but  in  the  bare-permiffion  of  them  J.’* 
Hence  it  appears^  that  it  was  this  erroneous  notion 


Prince’s  Annals,' p.  28,  29.  f  MalTadicjfetts Hiilor\%  vol. 
P*  43^*  \  Ishnfon’s  Hiflorv.  n.  70^. 
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of  ufing  carnal  weapons  againft  what  they  looked 
«pon  falfe  opinions,  that  ought  to  bear  the  blame 
and  reproach  of  thofe  perfecutions,  and  not  their 
particular  religious  denomination,  nor^ny  of  their 
sieal  to  promote  religion  by  gofpel  means  and  me¬ 
thods. 

That  they  were  not  aware  how  unfcripturally 
they  had  confounded  church  and  ftate  together^jv 
appears  from  many  fads.  They  were  fo  much 
concerned  to  keep  them  diftind,  that  in  1632  the 
church  of  Bofton  wrote  to  the  elders  and  brethren 
of  the  churches  of  Plymouth,  Salem,  &c.  for  their 
advice  in  three  queftions  ;  i.  Whether  one  perfon 
might  be  a  civil  magiftrate  and  a  ruling  elder  at  the 
iame  time  ?  2.  If  not,  then  which  fliould  they  lay 
down  ?  3.  Whether  there  might  be  divers  paftors 
in  the  fame  church  ?  The  firft  was  agreed  by  all 
negatively  ;  the  other  two  doubtful*.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which  Mr.  Nowel  refigned  his  office  of 
>  ruling  elder,  to  which  he  had  been  ordained  in  the 
church,  to  hold  thofe  of  a  magiftrate  and  fecretary 
in  the  ftate.  Hubbard.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
John  Doan,  having  been  formerly  chofen  to  the 
office  of  deacon  in  the  church  of  Plymouth,  at  his 
and  the  church’s  requeft,  he  was  freed  from  the 
office  of  affiftant  in  the  commonwealth^. 

Again  our  late  Governor  fays,  ‘‘  I  fuppofe  there 
had  been  no  inftance  of  a  marriage  lawfully  cele¬ 
brated  by  a  layman  In  England,  when  they  left  it. 

1  believe  there  was  no  inftance  of  marriage  by  a 
clergyman  after  they  arrived,  during  their  charter; 
but  it  was  always  done  by  a  magiftrate,  or  by  per- 
fons  fpecially  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  It  is 
difficult  to  affign  a  i*eafon  for  fo  fudden  a  change  J.” 

I  hap- 

•  prince’s  Annals,  p.  64-  f  Ibid.  p.  92. 

J  MafTacliufttts  Hiftory,  vol.  i,  p.  1^)4, 
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I  happened  to  obferve  a  palTage  in  Mr.  Robinfon 
which  I  fuppofe  gives  us  the  true  reafon  of  that 
great  change.  Mr.  Bernard  had  charged  the  Sepa- 
ratifts  with  an  error,  which  he  faid  they  had  given 
neither  reafon  nor  fcripture  for,  in  Holding  thaD 
minijters  may  7iot  celebrate  marriagey  nor  bury  the  dead. 
To  which  Mr.  Robinfon  anfwers. 

In  our  third  petition  to  the  King,  and  the 
fourth  branch  of  the  fixth  ,  propofidon,  there- 
are  almofl:  twenty  feverab  feriptures,  and 
“  nine  diftin£t  reafons  grounded  upon  them,  to 
prove,  that  the  celebration  of  marriage,  and  bii- 
rial  of  the.  dead,  are  not  eccUfiafttcal  aftionu,  apper- 
taining  to  the  minijlryy  but  civily  and  fo  to  be 
performed:  The  apoftle  teftifieth  that  the  ferip- 
/ww,  being  divinely  infpired,do  mdkt  perfe^y  and 
fully  furnifhedy  the  man  of  God,  or  minifter,  to 
every  good  work,  of  his  calling.  Now  I  fuppofe 
Mr.  B.  will  not  be  fo  ill  advifed,  as  to  go  about 
to  prove  that  the  celebration  of  marriage,  and 
burial  of  the  dead^  are  duties  preferibed  by  the 
Lord  Jefus  to  be  done  in  the  paftor’s  office,  or 
that  the  feriptures  lay  this  furniture  upon  the 
man  of  God  for  the  proper  works  of  his  office.' 
They  are  then  other  fpiritual  lords  than  the  Lord 
Chrift,  that  preferibe  thefe  duties  to  be  done  by- 
their  men,  furniflied  by  other  feriptures  than  the 
divine  feriptures,  the  Biffiop’s  feriptures,  their 
canons  and  conftitutions  ;  whereby  they  are 
furnifhed  indeed  v/ith  ring,  fervice-book,  and 
other  prieftly  implements  for  the  bufinefs*.^’" 
This  I  fuppofe  accounts  for  that  chahge  in  our 
father’s  conduft  then  ;  though  it  is  likely  we  are 
agreed  in  general  now,  that  as  it  was  an  error  of 

*  J unification  of  Separation,  p.  438* 
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Popery  to  call  marriage  a  facrament,  and  to  Umit 
its  adminiftration  to  the  clergy  %  fo  on  the  other 
hand  that  it  was  a  raiftake  in  thofe  fathers  to  think 
that  the  civil  ftate  might  not  as  well  appoint  mini- 
fters  to  celebrate  marriages  as  any  other  perfons. 

These  and  many  other,  things  prove  that  thofe  ' 
fathers  were  earneftly  ^concerned  to  frame  their  con- 
ftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate  by  divine  rule  j 
and  as  all  allow  that  nothing  teaches  like  experi¬ 
ence,  furely  they  who  are  enabled  well  to  improve 
the  experience  of  paft  ages,  mull;  find  it  eafier  now 
to  difeover  the  miftakes  of  that  day^than  it  was  for 
them  to  do  it  then.  Even  in  1637,  when  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Puritan  minifters  in  England,  and  the  famous 
Mr.  Dod  among  them,  wrote  to  the  minifters  1^  re, 
that  it  was  reported  that  t'hey  had_  embraced  certain 
nevv  opinions,  fuch  as  “  that  a  ftinteft  form  of 
prayer  an,d  fet  liturgy  is  unlawful.  That  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  godly  aiid  approved,  chriftians  are  not  to  be 
baptized,  until  their  parents  be  fet  members.of  feme 
particular  congregation.  That  the  parents  them- 
felves,  though  of  approved  piety,  are  not  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  to  the  Lord’s  fupper  until  they  be  admitted 
fet  members,”  &c.  Mr.  Hooker  exprefted  his  fears 
of  troublefome  work  about  anfwering  of  them*s, 
though  they  may  appear  eafy  to  the  prefent  gene- 
fation,  '  ■ 

•»  i  ' 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 

Mr.  Roger  Williams’s  Sentiments  and 
his  Banifhment,  with  other  Affairs  of 
theMaffachufettSjfrom  i634to  1644. 

Mr.  I-Iubbard  tells  us,  that  ‘‘  February  5, 163 1, 
arrived  Mr.  William  Peirfe  at  Nantafket  ^ 
‘‘  with  him  came  one  Nlr.  Roger  Williams,  of  good 
account  in  England  for  a  godly  and  zealous 
preacher ; — he  had  been  fome  years  employed 
“  in  the  miniftry  in,  England'*'.”  Accordingly  I 
find  Mr.  Williams  reminding  Mr.  Cotton  of  convcr- 
fation  he  had  with  him  and  Mr.  Hooker,  while 
they  were  riding  together,  to  and  from  Sempring- 
ham-f*'’  From  whence  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Williams  was  acquainted  with  thofe  two  famous 
men,  in  our  mother  country,  and  the.  fubjeft  of 
that  con ver ration  fliews  that  he  could  not  then  con¬ 
form  to  the  national  church  fo  far  as  they  did. 

Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  Immediately  after  Iiis  ar¬ 
rival  he  was  called  by  the  church  of  Salem  to  join, 
with  Mr.  Skelton  •,  but  the  Governor  and  Council 
being  informed  thereof,  wrote  to  Mr.  Endicot,  to. 
.  defire  they  would  forbear  any  further  proceeding 
therein,  till  the  faid  Council  had  conferred  further 
about  it.  I.  Bccaufe  he  refufed  to  join  with  the 
congregation  [i.  e.  church]  of  Bofton,  becaufe  they 
would  not  make  a  public  declaration  of  their  re¬ 
pentance,  for  holding  communion  with  the  church, 

of 

*  It  appears  by  his  own  account  that  he  was  then  in  the. 
«  ad  year  of  his  a'gc. 

I  Reply  to  Cotton  on  the  Bloody  Tenet;  j>.  iz^ 
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Qf  England  while  they  lived  there.  2.  Becaufe  hs 
aeclared  ic  as  his  opinion,  that  the  civil  maaiftrate- 
might  not  punifli  any  breach  of  the  frft  °tabre 
whereupon  they  for  the  prefent  forbore  proceeding 
SI'  ?’  occafioned  his  being^ called  to 

Plymouth  J  where,  Governor  Bradford  fays  “He 
was  freely  entertained,  according  to  our  poor  ability, 
and  exercifed  his  gifts  among  us ;  and  after  fomV 
time  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  chui-ch,  and  his 
teaching  vvell  approved ;  for  the  benefit  whereof  I 
till  b.els  God,  and  am  thankful  'to  him  even  for; 
his  lharpeft  admonitions  and  reproofs,  fo  far  as 
they  agreed  with  truth*.”' 

j  ^  two  points  which  were  fo  offenfive  to  the 
rulers  at  Bofton,  were  the  foundation  caufe  of  their 

m  Mr.  Williams,  and  nearly 

atfedt  the  hillory  of  our  country  to  this  day,  they 

demand  our  clofe  attention.  The  Governor  and 
Lompany  of  the  Mafiachufetts  colony  held  commu¬ 
nion  with  the  national  church,  and  reflefted  upon 
tneir  brethrep  who  feparated  from  her,  while  in 
ticir  native  iiland,  and  on  their  departure  from  ir 
they  from  on  board  their  chief  fliip  wrote  to  thofo 
who  were  left  behind,  April  7, 1630,  in  thefe  words+: 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren^ 

Hov/soever  your  charity  may  have  met  with 
fomc  occafiori  ot  difeouragement,  through  the 
mifrepreientation  of  our  intentions  — yet  we  de- 
fire  you  would  be  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  the. 
principles  and  body  of  our  company,  as  thofe 
who  etteem  it  our  honor  to  call  the^cluirch  of 
England,  from  whence  we  rife,  our  dear  mother^ 
and  cannot  part  from  our  native  country,  wherq 

‘‘  flae 
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“  flie  fpecially  refideth,  without  much  fadnefs  of 
“  heart,  and  many  tears  in  our  eyes ;  ever  acknow- 
ledging  that  fuch  hope  and  part  as  we  liave 
obtained  in  the  common  falvation,  we  have  re- 
ceived  in  her  bofom,  and  fucked  it  from  her  breafts  : 
‘‘  We  leave  it  not  therefore,  as  loathing  that  milk 
wherewith  we  were  nouriHied  there,  but  blefling 
God  for  the  parentage  and  education,  as  members 
of  the  fcime  hody^  fliall  always  rejoice  in  her  good. 

Joseph  Winthrop^  Governor* 
Charles  Fines, 

George  Philips, 

Richard  SALTONStALL, 

Isaac  Johnson, 

Thomas  Dudley, 

V/lLLIAM  CODDINGTON,'’  &C,^ 

Now  as  Lpifcopalians,  down  to  this  day,  try  to 
improve  this  addrefs,  as  an  evidence  that  New- 
England  was  firft  planted  by  members  of  their 
church  (though  the  foregoing  hiftory  fliews  that  it 
'was  not  fo)  we  may  fafely  conclude  that  the  ruling 
party  in  the  nation  did  not  ncgleft  the  advantage 
hereby  given  to  ftrengthen  themfelve's  then  in  their  * 
way,  whiqh  was  fd .  corrupt,  that  when  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  a  little  after  commenced  a 
profecution  againft  Mr.  Cotton,  the  Earl  of  Dorfet 
interceded  for  him,  till  he  found  matters  were  got 
to  fuch  a  pafs  that  he  fent  Mr.  Cotton  word,  That 
if  he  had  been  guilty  of  dninkennefs  uncleanmjs^ 
or  any  fuch  lejfar  faulty  he  could  have  obtained 
his  pardon;  but  inafmuch  as  he. had  been  guilty 
of  Nonconformity  and  Puritanifm^  the  crime  was 
unpardonable  ;  and  therefore,  faid  he,  you  muft 
fly  for  your  fafety  fP  And  can  we  wonder  that 

Mn 
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Mr.  V/illiams,  who  came  over  the  year  after  the 
aforefaid  addrefs  was  made,  fliould  not  incline  to 
join  in  fellowfhip  with  the  authors  of  it,  without 
fome  honeft  rctraftion  !  Yet  he  was  not  fo  rigid  but 
that  he  did  hoidoccafional  communion  at  the°Lord’s 
table  in  the  church  of  Plymouth,  with  Governor 
Winthrop,  and  his  minifter,  Mr.  Wilfon.  of  Bofton^ 
Oftober  28,  1622^.” 

Mr.  Williams  preached  at  Plymouth  between 
two  and  three  years,  and  then  difeerning  in  a  lead- 

church  a  difagreement  with  foitie  of 
his  fentiments,  and  being  invited  to  Salem,  he  re- 
queiled  a  difmiffion  there,  and  though  a  number 
were  unwilling  for  It,  yet  elder  Brewfter  prevailed 
with  the  church  to  grant  his  requeft,  fearing,  he  faid. 
That  he  would  run  tne  fame  courle  of  rigid  fepa* 
ration  Jlticih^uptiJlTy^  v/liich  tiVlr,  John  Smith  at 
Amfterdam  had  donc^  Such  as  did  adhere  to  him 
were  alfo  difmifled,  and  removed  with  him,  or  not 
long  after  him,  to  Salem  “hi  The  court  again  wTotc 
to  Salem  againft  Mr.  Williams,  bur  could  not  pre¬ 
vent  his  being  called  to  office  there  \  and  we  are  told, 
that,  in  one  yearns  time  he  filled  that  place  with 
principles  of  rigid  reparation,  and  tending  to  Jna- 
baptifm'^^:  f  or  which  they  afterwards  baniffied 
Iiim  y  though  as  it  v/as  a  confufed  piece  of  work  for 
them  thus  to  deal  with  him,  fo  their  hiftorians  have 
given  the  world  a  very  confufed  account  about  it* 
Morton,  Hubbard,  Dn  Cotton  Mather,  and  others^ 

have 

§  Princess  Annals,  p.  76. 

*  Mr.  Smith’s  church  feparated  from  the  church  cf  England 
with  Mr*  Pvobinfon’s,  ^  and  removed  a  little  before  him  into^ol- 
land.  After  Mr  Smith  s  death  a  number  of  his  church  return-  - 

cd,  and  promoted  the  Eaptiil’s  caufe  in  London.  Croiby’s 
Lliilory,  vol.  i,  p.  26s.  '  ^ 

t  Morton,  p  86,  87. 

t  Morton^Hubbarde 
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Tcc  his  btiniflimcnt  in  16^4-9  yet  sll  2grec  th*it 
he  was  not  ordained  tili  after  Mr.  Skelton’s  death, 
\vhich  was  in  Aiigull  that  year ;  and  they  tell  us  of 
a  twelvemonth’s  labour  with  him  and  his  church  af¬ 
ter  his  ordination,  before  his  baniflunent ;  neither 
do  they  give  us  a  better  account  of  the  true  caufes 
pf  that  ftntence^  than  they  do  of  the  date  of  it.  jt 
have  taken  niuch  pains  to  colledl  as  exart  an  account 
of  this  affair  as  poffible,  and  have  fucceeded  be^ 
yond  my  expertation. 

The  dates  I  find  to  be  as  follow :  Governor 
Win  thro  p^  and  his  Council  firft  wrote  to  Saleni 
againft  Mr.  Williams^  ApHl  12,  1631*,  Avhicli 
occafioned  his  going  to^Plymimth.  His  firft  child 
was  born  there  the  firft  week  in^  Auguft,  1633-^^ 
iand  Mr,  Cotton,  who  arrived  at  Bofton  the  fourth 

removed  intcJ 

the  Bay  before  his  arrival  ij*.  ^  Mr;  Skelcon  died 
AUguft  2,  i  634§,  and  we  fliall  find  proof  enou<^Ii 
that  Mr.  Williams  was  not  banilhed  till  above' rl 
year  afterward  ;  fo  that  inftead  of  fuch  liafty  pro*. 
ceedings  at  Salem  as  his  opponents  would  reprefenf^ 
he  preached  there  more^Jian  a  year  before  he  was 
ordained,  and  as  long  after  it. 

^  As  to  the  caufes  of  his  fentehce^  Mr.  Morton  has 
given  us  five  articles,  Mr.  Hubbard  fix  ;  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  has  reduced  them-  to  four,  but  Mr.  Cotton  is 
not  willing  to  let  them  ftand  as  he  ftarW  tlicm^  ' 
but  tells  us  that,  two  things  there  were,  which 

(to  tny  beft  obfervation  and  reriiembrahce)  caufed 

the  feritence  of  his  baniftimcnc  ;  and  two  others 
fell  in  that  haftened  it. 

,  I.  His  violent  and  tumultuous  carriage  againft 
the  patent. 

^  Prince,  p.  26.  f  Providence  Records. 

X  Icuct  wafhed,  part  2d,  p.  4.  5  Ma^g^nalia,  b.  d.  76. 
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“  By  the  patent  it  is,  that  we  received  allowance 
from  the  King  to  depart  his  kingdom,  and  to  carry 
our  goods  with  us,  without  offence  to  his  officers, 
and  without  paying  cuftom  to  himfelf.  By  the  pa¬ 
tent,  certain  fele<5l  men,  as  magiftratesand  freemen, 
have  power  to  make  laws,  and  the  magiftrates  to 
execute  juflice  and  judgment  amongft  the  people, 
according  to  fuch  laws.  By  the  patent  we  have 
power  to  eredl  fuch  a  government  of  the  church  *,  as 
is  moft  agreeable  to  the  word,  to  the  eftate  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  gaining  of  natives,  in  God’s 
time,  firft  to  civility,  and  then  to  chriftianity. 

“  This  patent  Mr.  Williams  publicly  and  ve¬ 
hemently  preached  againft,  as  containing  matter 
of  falfhood,  and  injuftice;  Falfhood,  in  making 
the  King  the  firft  chriftian  Prince  who  had  dif- 
covered  thefe  parts  *,  and  injuftice,  in  giving  the 
country  to  his  Engliffi  fubjsifts  which  belonged 
to  the  native  Indians  j-.” 

Let  it  be  here  noted,  that  we  have  no  proof  that 
Mr.  Williams  ever  preached  or  objedfed  againft 
thi  vrhole  patent,  or  charter,  without  diftindion, 
much  lefs  not  againft  thd  part  of  it  which  confti- 
tuted  them  a  civil  government.  His  own  account 
of  this  matter  informs  us,  that  the  fin  of  the  patents 
which  lay  fo  heavy  on  his  mind  was,  that  therein 
chriftian  Kings  (fo  called)  are  inverted  with  a 
right,  by  virtue  of  their  chriftianity,  to  take  and 
give  away  the  lands  and  countries  of  other  men.” 

And  he  tells  us  that  this  evil  fo  deeply  affiiBed  his 
foul,  that,  “  before  his  troubles  and  baniffiment,  he 
“  drew  up  a  letter,  not  without  the  approbation  of 
fome  of  the  chief  of  New-England,  then  tender 
allb  upon  this  point  before  God,  directed  unto 
the  King  himfelf,  humbly  acknowledging  the 

“  evil 

'  This  elaufe  is  not  truth,  f  Tenet  walked,  p.  27; 
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‘‘^cvll  of  THAT  PART  of  the  patent  which  refpefts 
y .  iht  donation  of  lands ^ 

What  grounds  Mr.  Williams  and  others  had  for 
this  concern  will  plainly  appear  by  what  follows  \ 
for  in  the  faid  patent  from  Charles  the  firft,  he  re¬ 
cites  that  which  was  given  by  his  father,  King  James 
the  firft,  dated  November  3,  1620,  wherein  he 
gave  and  granted  unto  the  Council  eftabliflied 
at  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  all  that 
part  of  America  lying  and  being  in  breadth  from 
40  degrees  of  northerly  latitude  from  the 
‘‘  equinoxial  line  to  48  degrees  of  the  faid  northerly 
latitude. inclufively,  and  in  length,  of  and  within 
all  the  breadth  aforefaid  throughout  the  main 
land  from  fea  to  fea,  together  alfo  with  all  the 
firm  lands,  foils,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers, 
waters,  fifhing,  mines  and  minerals*~junfdic- 
tions,  privileges,  franchifes,  and  preheminences, 
both  within  the  laid  traft  of  land  upon  the  main, 
‘‘  and  alfo  within  the  iflands  and  feas  adjoining.. 
“  Provided  always,  that  the  faid  iflands,  or  any  of 
the  premifes  by  the  faid  letters  patent  intended 
and  meant  to  be  granted,  were  not  then  aftually 
poflefTed  or  inhabited  by  any  other  chriflian 
Prince  or  ftate — To  have  and  to  hold,  poiTefs 
and  enjoy,  all  and  fingular  the  aforefaid  continent 
lands,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  unto 
“  the  laid  Council,  and  their  heirs  and  affigns  for 
ever — To  be  holden  of  our  faid  moft  dear  and 
royal  father,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  as  of  Hts 
MANOR  of  Eaft- Greenwich,  in  the  county  of 
Kent.”  Then  King  Charles  went  on  to  name 
the  Maflachufetts  Company,  and  to  deferibe  the 
limits^  of  their  colony  through  the  main  lands  of 
America,  and  granted  it  to  them  in  the  fame  manner, 

f  Reply  to  Cotton  on  the  Bloody  Tenet,  p.  276,  277# 

I  2^ 


HISTORY  OF  THE  BAPTISTS 
Tc  ^  holden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  as 

or  OUR  nianor  of  Eaft-Greenwich*,”  &c. 

Can  any  man  claim  a  fuller  property  in  any 
land  in  the  world,  than  here  was  afrumed  ov« 
this  vaft  trad  of  America !  And  though  the  men 
who  had  taken  this  patent  banifhed  Mr.  William.s 
out  of  it,  yet  before  we  have  done  we  may  fee  this 
very  principle  wliich  he  abhorred  turned  back 
into  their  own  bofoms,  and  made  ufe  of  by  a  tyran-' 

pical  party  to  give  them  a  fevere  fcourginu,  after 
(heir  patent  was  vacated. 

The  other  foundation  caufe  of  Mr.  Williams’s 
panifhment  Mr.  Cotton  gives  in  thefe  words  : 

^  2.  The  magiftrates,  and  other  members  of  the 
General  Court,  upon  intelligence  of  fome  Epifeo-’ 
pal  and  mialignant  praftices  againft  the  countn\ 
made  an  order  of  Court  to  take  trial  of  the  fide- 

cc  people,  not  by  impofing  upon  them, 

but  by  ottering  to  them,  an  oath  of  fidelity  ;  that 
^  in  cafe  any  fliould  refufe  to  take  it,  they  might 
not  betruft  them  with  place  of  public  charge 
*  and  commandi.  This  oath  when  it  came  abroad 
he  vehemently  withftood,  and  difluaded  fundry 
from  It,  partly  becaufe  it  was,  as  he  faid,  Chrift’? 
prerogative  to  have  his' office  eftabliffied  by  oath ; 
partly  becauie  an  oath  was  part  of  God’‘s  worlhip,* 
and  God’s  worfhip  was  not  to  be  put  upon  car- 
nal  petiuns,  as  he  conceived  many  of  the  people 

to  be  So  the  Court  was  forced  to  defift  from 
5‘-  that  praceeding-|-.” 

This  cafe  thus  ftated  carries  a  fa^j  with  it, 

but  one  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the  coun¬ 
try  would  be  ready  to  doubt  whether  it  was  truly' 
ftated  or  not  y  for  every  freeman  had  taken  an  oath 

of 

^  MaiTachufctts  |ii{lory,  vol.  5,  p,  1—4, 
it  wafted,  p.  28,  2^^ 
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of  'fidelity  to  the  government  before  that  time,  and 
if  there  was  no  intent  of  mpoftng  but  only  of  offering 
this  new  oath,  could  they  not  find  men  enough  fot 
officers  that  would  take  it?  Indeed  when  I  come  to 
find  ho\Y  the  truth  of  this  matter  was,  by  the  colo¬ 
ny  records,  and  to  think  that  Mr.  Cotton  had  them 
at  his  door  when  he  wrote,  I  am  the  moft  fhocked 
about  him  by  this  publication  of  his  againft  Mr. 
"Vy  illiams,  of  any  thing  I  ever  met  with  concerning 
him.  Upon  the  colony  records,  when  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Afiembly  met  ^t  Bofton^,  May  t  4,  1634,  I  find 
thefe  words,  viz. 

It  was  agreed  and  ordered,  that  the  former  oath 
of  freemen  fhall  be  revoked,  To  far  as  it  is  difibnant 
from  the  oath  of  freemen  here  underwritten,  and 
that  thofe  that  received  the  former  oath  fhall  ftand 
bound  no  further  thereby  to  any  intent  or  purpofc 
than  this  new  oath  tyes  thofe  that  take  the  fame.’’ 

The  Oath  of  a  Freeman, ' 

I  A.  B.  being  by  God’s  providence  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  and  freeman  within  thejurifdiftion  of  this  com¬ 
monweal,  do  freely  acknowledge  myfelf  to  be  fub- 
jea  to  the  government  thereof,  and  therefore  do 
here  fwear,  by  the  great  and  dreadful  name  of  the 
tver-living  God,  that  I  will  be  true  and  faithful  to 
the  lame,  and  will  accordingly  yield  afliftance  and 
fupporc  thereunto  with  my  piprfon  and  eftate  as  in 
equity  I  am  bound,  and  I  will  alfo  truly  endeavour 
to  maintain  and  preferve  all  the  liberties  and  pri¬ 
vileges  thereof,  fubmitting  myfelf  to  the  wholefome 
laws  and  orders  made  and  eftablifhed  by  the  ^me. 
And  further,  that  I  will  r\ot  plot  nor  praftife  any 
evil  againit  it,  nor  confent  to  any  that  fhall  fo  do, 
but  will  truly  difeoyer  and  reveal  the  fame  to  lawful 
authority  now  here  eftablifhed,  for  the  fpeedy  pre- 
yenting  thereof.  Moreover  I  do  folcmnly  bind  my- 
. .  ^  Iclf 
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fdf  in  the  fight  of  God,  that  when  I  fhall  be 

roy  voice,  touching  any  fuch  matter 
or  this  ftate,  \vherein  freemen  are  to  deal,  I  will 
give  my  vote  and  fufFrage,  as  I  lhal!  judge  in  mine- 

own  confcience  may  beft  conduce  and  tend  to  the 

public  weal  of  the  body,  without  refpeft  of  perfons 

or  favour  of  any  man  5  fo  help  me  God  in  the  Lord 
Jefos  Chrift.” 

This  oath  was  framed  and  taken  before  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  ^  to  elcfeion  at  thp  time  abovefaid.  When, 
the  Alicmbiy  rnet  again  at  Newtown,  now  Cam- 
bridgv,  lVI*irch 16^^,  they  enaifted,  that  every 
man  of  or  aoove  the  age  of  fi-xteen  years,  who  hath 
been  or  fliall  be  refident  within  this  jurifdiftion,  by 
the  fpace  of  fix  months  (as  well  fervants  as  others) 
and  not  infranchifed,  fhall  take  the  oathof  refidents, 
before  the  Governor,  Deputy-Governor,  or  two  of 
tnc  next  Afiiftants,  who  fhall  have  power  to  convent 
him  for  that  purpofe,.  and  upon  his  refulal  to  bind 
him  over'  to  the  next  Court  of  Afiiftants,  and 
upon  his  refufal  the  fecond  time,  to  be  punifhed  at 
he  diferetion  of  the  Court. 

_  “  It  is  ordered,  that  the  freeman’s  oath  fliall  be- 
given  to  every  man  of  or  above  the  age  of  fixteen 
years,  the  claufe  for  election  of  maeiftrates  only 
excepted 

Now  let  the  candid  reader  judge, 

I.  Who  was  the  beft  friend  to  charter-rights  ? 
The  MafTachufetts  Company  were  limited,  in  three 
different  palTages  of  their  patent,  not  to  make  any  . 
laws  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England  j  yet  one  pro- 
fefied  defign  of  this  new  oath,  was  to  guard  againft 
Epifcopal  praflices,  to  effedl  which  they  left  out 
the  claufe  in  their  former  oath,  which  bound  them 
to  fubmit  to  “  all  fuch  laws,  orders,  fentcnces  and 

“  decrees, 

*  Ma/Tachufetts  Records. 
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decrees,  as  Ihouldbe  lawfully  and  publilh- 

ed  by  them  f  and  inftead  of  it  obliged  men  to 
fvvear  to  fubmit  to  the  wholefome  laws  and  or- 
dcrs  made  and  eftabliflied  by  the  fame.”  And 
though  Mr.  Cotton  aflerts  that  they  did  not  impofe 
but  only  offer  this  new  oath,  yet  the  colony  records 
arc  cxprefs,  that  every  man  who  rcfided  within  their 
jnrifdiftion  fix  months,  fervants  as  well" as  others^ 
muff  fwcar  to  obey  all  their  wholefome  laws  and 
orders,  or  be  punilhed  at ;  yea,  and 
alfo  fwear  to  reveal  any  plot  that  they  'fhould'knoxy 
of  againft  fuch  government,  to  lavvfful  authority 
“  now  here  eftahlijhed  That 'is,  not  to  complain 
to  any  but  themfclves.  ‘  ^ 

2.  From  whence  came  the  power  that  prefumed 
to  abfolve  themfclves  and  others  from  their  oath* 
to  keep  to  adls  lawfully  made,  and  to  fubftitute  the 
word  wholefome  in  the  room  of  it  ?  Let  the  learned 
Cotton  Mather  anfwcr  the  queftion.  Says  he, 
the  reforming  churches,  flying  from  Rome,  car- 
‘‘  ried  fome  of  them  more,  fome  of  them  lefs,  all 
‘‘  of  them  fomething,  of  Rome  v/ith  them;  efpe- 
‘‘  cially  in  that  “fpirit  oi nmpofJion  and  perfecution^ 
which  has  too  much  cleaved  unto  them  all 
That  fpirit  of  impofitidn  and  perfecucion  ran  fa 
high  in  England  at  the  time  we  are  upon,  that  King 
Charles  thefirfl:  gave  a  commifEon,  April  28,  1634, 
to  Archbifliop  Laud,  and  ten  courtiers  more  §,  fome 
of  them  known  Papifts,  committing  to  any  five  of 
them  power  of  proteftion  and  government,  as 
‘‘  well  over  the  Englifh  colonies  already  planted, 

as 

*  His  fon  Dr.  Samuel  Mather’s  Apology  for  the  Churches  of 
New-England,  Appendix,  p.  149. 

§  Lord  Coventry,  the  Archbilhop  of  York,  the  Earls  of 
Portland,  Mancheller,  Arundel,  and  Dorfet,  Lord  Cottington, 
Sir  Thomas  Edmunds,  and  the  Secretaries  Cook  and  Wiiidc- 
kank. 
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“  as  over  all  fuch  other  colonies,  which  by  any  of 
‘‘  our  people  of  England  hereafter  lhall  be  de- 
“  duced  into  any  other  like  parts  whatsoever,  and 
“  power  to  make  laws^  ordinances  and  conllitutions, 
concerning  cither  the  ftatc  public  of  the  faid 
“•  colonies,  or  utility  of  private  perfons  and  their 
lands,  goods,  debts  and  fuccelfion,  within  the 
precin<fts  of  the  Adle,  and  for  ordering  and  di-^ 
“  reding  of  them,  in  their  demeanors  towards  fo- 
“  reign  Princes  and  their  people,  and  like  wife 
towards  us  and  our  fubjeds,  as  well  within  any 
“  foreign  parts  whdfoever  beyond  the  feas,  as  du- 
“  ring  their  voyages,  or  upon  the  leas,  to  and  from 
“  the  fame.  And  for  relief  and  fupport  of  the 
“  clergy,  and  the  rule  and  cure  of  the  fouls  of  our 
“  people  living  in  thofe  parts,  and  for  configning 
of  convenient  maintenance  unto  them  by  tythes, 

“  oblations  and  other  profits  accruing,  according 
“  to  your  good  diferetion,  with  the  advice  of  two 
“  or  three  of  our  Bilhops,  whom  you  fiiall  think 
“  fit  to  call  unto  your  confultations,  touching  the 
dillribution  of  fuch  maintenance  unto  the  clergy, 

“  and  all  other  matters  ecclefiaftical,  and  to  inflid 
“  punilhment  on  all  offenders  or  violators  of  con* 

“  llitutions  and  ordinances,  either  by  imprifonments 
“  or  other  reftraints,  or  by  Ipfs  of  life  or  membersi 
“  according  as  the  quality  of  the  o&nce  (hall  re- 
“  quire ;  with  power  alfo,  our  royal  alTcnt  being  firfl 
“  had  and  obtained,  to  remove  all  Governors  and 
“  Prefidents  of  the  faid  colonies,  upon  jufl:  caufe 
“  appearing,  from  their  fcveral  places,  and  to  ap- 
“  point  others  in  their  (lead—and  power  alfo  to 
“  ordain  temporal  judges  and  civil  magiftrates  to 
“  determine  civil  caufes,  with  fuch  powers,  in  fuch 
“  a  form,  as  to  you  or  any  five  of  you  flrall  feem 
“  eipedient  i  and  alfo  to  ordainjudges,  magiftrates 

and 
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and  officers  for  and  concerning  courts  eccle- 
fiaftical,  with  fuch  power  and  fuch  a  form,  as  to 
you  or  any  five  or  rnorc  of  yon,  with  the  advice 
of  the  Biffiops  fuffragan  to  the  Archbifliop  of 
Canterbury  for  the  time  being,  ffiall  be  held  meet* 
Giving,  moreover,  and  granting  to  you,  that  if  ic 
ffiall  appear,  that  if  any  officer  or  Governor  of  the 
faid  colonies  ffiall  unjuftly  wrong  one  another, 
or  ffiall  not  fupprefs  all  rebels  to  us^  or  fuch  as 
ffiall  not  obey  our  commands^  that  then  it  ffiall 
‘‘  be  lawful,  upon  advice  with  ourfelf  firft  had^^ 
for  the  caufes  aforefaid,  or  upon  alny  other  juft 
reafon,  to  remand  and  caufc  the  offender  to  return 
into  England,  or  into  any  other  place,  according 
‘‘  as  in  your  good  diferetions  you  ffiall  think  juft 
and  neceffary.  And'  we  do  furthermore  give 
‘‘  unto  you,  or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  letters 
patent  and  other  writings  whatfoever,  of  us  or 
of  our  royal  predeceffors  granted,  for  or  concern- 
‘‘  ing  the  planting  of  any  colonies,  in  any  countries^, 
provinces,  iflands  or  territories  whatfoever  beyond 
“  the  Teas  *,  and  if  upon  view  thereof,  the  fame  ffiall 
appear  to  you,  or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  to 
‘‘  have  been  furreptitioufly  and  unduly  obtained,' 
or  that  any  privileges  or  liberties  therein '  granted 
be  hurtful  to  us,  our  crown  or  prerogative  royal, 
or  to  any  foreign  Princes,  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be 
revoked,  and  to  do  all  other  things,  which  ffiall 
be  neceffary  for  the  wholefome  government  and 
“  protedion  .of  "the  faid  colonies,  and  our  people 
therein  abiding^.”  , 

Thus  the  words  diferetion  and  wholefome  were 
brought  in  to  violate  charters  and  all  public  faith, 
and  to  fet  up  tyranny  over  the  colonies  5  but  Mr. 
Edward  Winflow  being  fent  over  agent  for  the 


*  MalTachufetts  Hiftory,  vol.  i,  p.  502—506, 
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coxintry,  by  his  indefatigable  endeavours,  and  the 
influence  of  fome  great  men,  {prevented  the  taking 
.■place  of  this  arbitrary  com  million  •,  upon  which 
•Laud  turned  his  refentment  againft  him,- and  got 
him  imprifoned  feventeen  weeks  in  the  Fleet  prifon, 
•m  London,  for  having  fomctimes  taught-  publicly 
in  the  church  of  Plymouth,' and  for  marrying  peo¬ 
ple,  which  Laud  called  “  alTuming  the  minifterial 

office*.” 

Had, the  MalTachufetts  fathers  only  taken  lawful 
and  prudent  rnethods  to  guard  againft  fuch  Epif- 
-copat  and  malignant  praiftices  as  thefe,  they  would 
"have  been  juftified,  and  applauded  by  pofterity  ; 
but  now  we  mourn  to  think  that  they  brought  fo 

-Tnuch  of  the  fame  diftemper  into  this  country  with 
them-as  they  did. 

The  fame  court  thatpafled  the  aft  to  oblige  all 
'to  take  the  above  oath,  or  be  punilhed  at  their  dif- 
cretion,  allb’ palled  the  following,  viz. 

“  This  court  doth  intreat  of  the  brethren  and 
elders  of  every  church  within  this  jurifdiftion,  that 
they  vyill  confult  and  advife  of  one  uniform  order  of 
difcipline  in  the  churches,  agreeable  tothe  fcrip- 
tures,  and  then  to  confider  how  far  the  magiftrates 
are  bound  to  interpofe  for  the  prefervation  of 
that  unifermity  and  peace  of. the  churches -f-.” 

Upon  this  Mr.  Williams  publicly  preached  againft 
the  oath  they  had  framed,  of  fubmiflion  to  fuch  a 
power  j  for  which  the  Governor  and  Afliftants  called 
him  before  them,  March  30,  1635,  when  “  he  was 
“  heard  before  ail  the  minifters,  and,  according  to 
“  Governor  Winthrop’s  opinion,  was  clearly  re- 
“  futedj.”  The  two  things  which  Mr.  Cotton 
fays  haftened  his  banilhment  were,  Mr.  Williams’s 

ftirring 

•  Plymouth  Regiller,  p.  12— ip  f  Maflachuletts  Records, 
f  Winthrop’s  Journal. 
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ftirring  up  his  church  to  writer  to  other  churches  tQ 
which  thole  rulers  belonged,  admonilhing  them  of 
injuftice- about  forne  land,  near  Salem  ;  and  his  fepa- 
rating  from  his  own  church  when  they,  turned  againft 
him  in  thefe  things  Concerning  the  firft  of  thefe 
articles  Governor  Winthrop  fays,  Salem  men  pre- 
ferred  a  petition  at  the  General  Court,  May, 
1635,  for  fome  land  in  Marblehead  rock,  which 
they-  did  challenge,  as  belonging  to  their  town  ^ 
‘‘  bunbecaufe  they  had.  chofen  Mr*  Williams  theic 
teacher  while  he-ftood  under  queftion  of  aucho-, 
rity,  and  fo  offered  contempt  to  the  magiftracy, 
‘‘  &c.  their  petition  was  refufed  till,  &c.  Upon  this 
“  the  church  of  Salem  wrote  to  other  churches  ta 
“  admonifh  the  magiftratesr  of  this  as  a  heinous 
fin,  and  like wife^  the  deputies,  &c.“[t”  By  .  the 
colony  records  I  find,  that  the  town  of  Marblehead 
was  firft  granted  by  the  Affembly  which  met  May 
b,  1635,  when  fundry  parcels  of  land  which  Salem 
had  improved  .were  granted  to  them  as  foon  as  they 
ihould  want  them,  only  with  order  that  Marblehead 
fliould  pay  Salem  for  what  they  had  done  upon  the 
land  ;  among  the  reft  the  land  betwixt  the  clift  aad 
the  fqreft  river,  near  Marblehead,”  was  fo  grant¬ 
ed,  but  with  this  provifo,  that  if  in  the  mean  time 
the  inhabitants  of  Salem  can  fatisfy  the  Court 
‘‘  that  they  have  true  right  unto  it,  that  then  it  fhall 
belong  unto  the  inhabitants  thereof;” 

The  generality  of  thofe  inhabitants  turned  the 
next  fall,  and  joined  with  the  rulers  in  banifliing  Mr. 
Williams,  and  when  the  General  Affembly  met 
again,  March  3,  1636,  I  find  thefe  words,  viz. 
it  w4s  proved  this  Court  that  Marble- Neck  be- 
longs  to  Salem  J.”  Now  what  can  be  more  na- 


•  Tenet  waflied,  p.  29,  30.  f  Winthrop’s  Journal. 
%  MafTackuietts  Records. 
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tural  than  to  conclude  from  hence,  that  the 
way  for  Salem  to  fatisfy  the  Court  that  they  had  a 
true  right  to  their  land,'  was  to  fubmit  their  ecclefi- 
^ftical  as  well  as  civil  affairs  to  their  direction  ? 

At  a  General  Court,  July  8,  1635,  ‘‘  Mr.  Wil- 
liams,  of  Salem,  was  fummoned,  and  did  appear. 
It  was  laid  to  his  charge,  that  being  under  quef- 
tion  before  the  magiftracy  and  churches  for  di- 
vers  dangerous  opinions,  viz.  i.  That  the  ma- 
giftrate  ought  not  to  punifh  the  breach  of  the 
firft  table,  otherwife  than  in  fuch  cafe  as  did  di- 
ftiirb  the  civil  peace.  2.  That  he  ought  not  to 
tender  an  oath  to  an  unregenerate  man.  3.  That 
a  man  ought  not  to  pray  with  fuch,  though  v;ife, 
children,  &c,  4.  That  a  man  ought  not  to  give 

thanks  after  facrament,  nor  after  meals ;  and  that 
the  other  churches  were  about  to  write  to  the 
church  of  Salem  to  admonifli  him  of  thefe  errors, 
underftanding  the  church  had  called  him  to  the 
office  of  a  teacher.  The  faid  opinions  were 
adjudged  by  all  the  rnagiftracy  and  minifters  (who 
were  defired  to  be  prefent)  to  be  erroneous,  and 
Very  dangerous,  and  the  calling  of  him  to  of- 
fice  at  that  time  was  judged  a  great  contempt  of 
authority.  So  in  fine  there  was  given  to  him  and 
the  church  of  Salem  to  confider  of  thefe  things 
till  the  next  General  Court,  and  then  either  to 
give  fatisfadlion  to  the  Court,  or  elfe  to  expedl 
the  fentcnce ;  it  being  profefledly  declared  by 
the  minifters  (at  the  requeft  of  the  Court  to  give 
their  advice)  that  they  who  fbould  obftinately 
maintain  fuch  opinions  (whereby  the  church 
might  come  into  herefy,  apoftacy  or  tyranny,  and 
yet  the  civil  magiftratc  could  not  intermeddle) 
were  to  be  removed,  and  that  the  other  churches 
ought  to  requeft  the  magiftrate  fo  to  do^..’* 

Th5S 

Qorernor  Wiathrop’s  Journal^ 
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This  is  the  mod  plain  and  ingenious  account  of 
the  real  caufe  of  Mr.  Williams’s  banifliment  that  I 
have  ever  met  with,  from  any  who  were  oppofite 
to  him,  and  carries  the  more  weight  v^ith  it,  as  it 
was  wrote  by  one  of  the  greateft  gentlemen  in  the 
country,  in  the  time  of  it,  and  who  was  perfonally 
concerned  in  thefe  tranfaiflions.  And  by  the  firft 
and  laft  of  this  account  it  is  evident,  that  the  grand 
difficulty  they  had  with  Mr.  Williams  was,  his  de¬ 
nying  the  civil  magiftrates  right  to  govern  in  ecclc- 
fiaftica!  affairs. 

This  honorable  writer  informs  uSjthaton  Aiiguft 
15,  1635,  Mr.  Willliams,  paftor  of  Salem,  be^ 
being  fick,  and  not  able  to  fpeak,  wTOte  to  his 
church  a  protedation  that  he  could  notcommuni- 
cate  with  the  churches  in  the  Bay,  neither  would 
he  communicate  with  them,  except  they  would 
refufe  communion  with  the  reft :  But  the  whole 
church  was  grieved  thereby.’’ 

September  i.  At  this  General  Court,  Mr. 
Endicot  made  a  proteftation,  in  juftification  of 
the  letters  formerly  lent  from  Salem  to  the  other 
churches  againft  the  magiftracy  and  deputies,  for 
which  he  was  committ&d  ;  but  the  fame  day  he 
came  and  acknowledged  his  fault,  and  was  dif- 
charged 

October.  “  At  this  General  Court  Mr.  Wil- 
liams,  the  teacher  of  Salem,  was  again  convent- 
ed,  and  all  the  minifters  in  the  Bay  being  defired 
to  be  prei ent,  he  was  charged  with  his  faid  two 
“  letters,  that  to  the  churches,  complaining  of  the 
magiftrates  for  injuftice,  &c.  and  the  other  to 
his  own  church. — Fie  juftified  both, — and  main- 
tained  all  his  opinions  ;  and  being  offered  further 

‘‘  conference 

t  Winthrop’s  Journal.— Mr.  Endicot  afterwards  a6lcd  at 
jjie  head  of  the  molt  bloody  perfecutions  in  this  country. 
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conterence  or  difputation,  and  another  refpite, 
he  chofe  to  difpute  prcfendy  ;  fo  Mr.  Hooker. 
was  appointed  to  difj)ute  with  him,  but  could 
not  reduce  him  from  any  of  his  errors;  fo  the 
next  morning  the  Court  fentenced  him  to  depart 
our  of  ourjurifdiflion,  within  fix  weeks,  all  the 
minifters  :  approving  the  fentence;  and  his  own' 
church  had  him  under,  queftion  alfo  for  the  fame 
‘‘  cafe,  and  he  at  his  return  home  refiifed  commu¬ 
nion  with  his  own  church,  who  openly  difclaim- 
ed  his  errors,  and  wrote  an  humble  fubmijjion  to 
the  ^  magiftrates,  acknowledging  their  fault  in 
“  joining  with  Mr.  Williams  in  that  letter  to  the 
“  churches  againft  them*.” 

John  Smith  was.baniflied  at  the  fame  time  with 
Mr.  Wiiliarns,  for  his  dangerous  opinions,  but  we 
I  are  not  told  what  they  were.  It  feems  that  the  Court 
after  this  gave  Mr.  Williams  liberty  to  ftay  till  fpring, 
only  enjoined  it  upon  him  not  to  go  about  to  draw 
others  to  his  opinions ;  but  in  January,  1636,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Affiftants  were  informed,  that  he  received 
and  preached  to  companies  in  his  houfe,  “even  of 
“  fuch  points  as  he  had  been  cenfured  for.”  Upon 
which  they  agreed  to  fend  him  into  England  by  a 
Ihip  then  ready  to  depart  ;  “  the  reafon  was,  becaufe 
“  he  had  drawn  about  twenty  people  to  his  opinions, 
they  were  intended  to  erefb  a  plantation  about  the 
“  Narraganfet  bay,  from  v/hence  infection  would 
“  eafily  fpread  into  thefe  churches,  the  people  be- 
ing  many  of  them  much  taken  with  the  appre- 
“  henfion  of  his  godlinefs.”  They  fent  for  him  to 
come  to  Bofton,  but  he  fent  an  cxcufe ;  upon  which 

they 

•  Winthrop’s  Journal.— The  next  time  the  Court  met  they 
couhrmed  their  land  to  them,  as  before  obferved.  The  province 
records  agree  with  tjiis  account,  only  they  do  not  fet  any  date 
after  the  Court  met  in  September,  before  Mr,  Williams’s  fen¬ 
tence  ;  but  it  might  be  Ottobsr  before  it  was  paffed. 
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they  fcnt  a  pinnace,  with  acommiffion  to  Captain 
Underhill,  to  apprehend  him  and  carry  him  on 
board  the  ihip  then  at  Nantafket;  but  when  they 
came  tohis  houfe,  they  found  he  had  been  gone 
three  days  §/’ 

^  This  I  believe  is  the  exaft  date  of  his' departure^ 
inftead  of  being  in  1634,^33  their  hiftorians  have 
-  reprefented.  Sixteen  years  after  Mr.'  Williams  tells 
us,  he  remembered  a  ferious  queftion  which  many 
‘‘  fearing  God  '  have  made,  to  wit,' whether  the 
promife  of.  God’s  fpirit  bleffing  conferences,  be 
fo  comfortably  to  be  expefted  in  New^-England, 
becaufe  of  thofc  -many  public  fins  which  moft 
‘‘of  God’s  people  in  New-England  lie  under,  and 
one  efpecially, '  to  wit,  the  framing  a  gofpel  Oi 
“  Chrift  to  themfelves  without  a  crofs^noi  profeffing 
T^ov  pTCL^iJing  \n  O\dLj  which  they  profelTedly 
came  over  to  enjoy  with  peace  and  libcTty  from 
any  crofs  of  Chrift  in  Ne\V.  I  know  thofe  thoughts 
“  have  deeply  poflefled  not  a  few,  confidering  alfo 
the  fin  of  the  patents,  wherein  chrijlian  Kings,  fo 
called,  are  invefted  with  right,  by  virtue  of  their 
chfiftianity^  to  take  and  give  away  the  lands  and 
countries  of  other  men  ;  as  alfo  confidering  the 
^  unchviftiaH  oaths  fwallowed  down,  at  their  coming 
“  forth  from  Old-Engiand,  efpecially  in  fuperfth 
“  tious  Laud  his  time  and  domineering^.” 

It  is  evident  by  the  foregoing  lift  of  errors  charg¬ 
ed  upon  Mr.  Williams,  that  the  MafTachufetts  mini- 
fters  and  rulers  meant  to  carry  their  uniformity  fo 
far,  as  to  oblige  minifters  and  chriftians,  throughout 
their  jurifdi(ftion,  not'  only  to  afk  a  bleffing  at  the 
Lord’s  table  and  at  common  meals,  but  alio  to  re- 

§  Winthrop’s  Journal. 

*  Reply  CO  Cotton,  p.  276.  Note,  it  was  not  all  oaths,  but 

onJy  them  that  he  efteemed  unchrijiian  ones  that  he  obieded 
agamft,  ^ 
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turn  thanks  afterward  ;  and  it  is  likely  that  this 
ftralning  of  that  matter  beyond  fcripturc  example^ 
has  had  not  a  little  influence  upon  many  fince  to 
carry  them  to  the  other  extreme.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
what  human  heart  can  be  unafFeded  with  the  thought, 
that  a  people  who  had  been  forely  perfecuted  in 
their  own  country,  fo  as  to  flee  three  thoufand  miles 
into  a  wildcrnefs  for  religious  liberty,  yet  fliould 
have  that  impofing  temper  cleaving  fo  fall  to  them, 
as  not  to  be  willing  to  let  a  godly  minifter,  who 
teftified  againft  it,  flay  even  in  any  neighbouring 
part  of  this  wildernefs,  but  moved  them  to  attempt 
to  take  him  by  force,  to  fend  him  back  into  the  land 
of  their  perfecutors  !  To  avoid  which  he  fled  to  the 
heathen  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  obtained  fuch 
favour  in  their  fight,  that  Ofamaquin  (otherwife 
,  called  Mafafoit)  chief  Sachem  at  Mount  Hope,  made 
him.  a  grant  of  part  of  that  which  is  fince  called 
Rehoboth  ;  yet  that  was  fo  far  then  from  anfwering 
to  its  prefent  name,  that  a  letter  and  meflenger  was 
fent  from  Plymouth  to  let  him  know  there  was  not 
ROOM  for  him  in  that  place,  becaufe  within  their 
patent.  This  is  a  lamentation^  and  froall  be  for  a  la¬ 
mentation  ! 

Mr.  Williams’s  own  teftimony,  upon  a  particular 
occafion  at  Providence  twenty-five  years  after,  I 
think  deferves  notice  here.'  Says  he, 

I  TESTIFY  and  declare  in  the  holy  prefence  of 
God,  that  when  at  my  firft  coming  into  thefe  parts 
I  obtained  the  lands  of  Secunk  of  Ofamaquin,  the 
then  chief  Sachem  on  that  fide,  the  Governor  of 
Plymouth,  Mr.  Window,  wrote  to  me,  in  the  name 
of  their  government,  their  claim  of  Secunk  to  be  in 
their  jurifdiftion,  as  alfo  their  advice  to  remove  but 
over  the  river  unto  this  fide,  where  now  by  God’s 
merciful  providence  we  are,  and  then  I  fhould  bo' 

cut 
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but  of  their  claim,  and  be  as  free  as  themfelvcS,  and 
loving  neighbours  together^  After  I  had  obtained 
this  place,  now  called  Providence,  of  Canonicus  and 
Myantinomy,  the  chief  Nahhigganfet  Sachems  de- 
ceafed,  Ofamaquin  (the  Sachem  aforefaid^  alfo  de- 
ceafed)  laid  his  claim  to  this  place  alibi  T.  his  forced 
me  to  repair  to  the  Nanhigganiet  Sachems  aforefaid^ 
who  declared,  that  Ofamaqliin  was  their  iubjedt,  and 
had  folemnly,  himfelf  in  perfoh,  with  ten  men^ 
fubjefted  himfelf  and  his  lands  unto  them  at  the 
Nanhigganfct^  only  now  he  feerhed  to  revolt  frorti 
his  loyalty,  under  the  flielter  of  the  Englidi  at  Fly- 
mouthf.  This  I  declared  from  the  Nanhigganfcc 
Sachems  to  Ofamaquin,  who  without  any  ftick  ac-- 
knowlcdged  to  be  true,  that  he  had  fo  fubjefted  r.ti 
the  Nanhigganfct  Sachems  had  affirmed  ;  but  with¬ 
al  he  affirmed  that  he  was  not  fubdued  by  Wat^  whick 
himfelf  and  his  father  had  ’maintained  againft  the: 
ISIanhigganfets ;  but  God,  faid  he,  fubdued  us  by 
plague^  which  fvvept  away  my  people^  and  forced 
me  CO  yield.  This  conviftion  and  confeffion  of  his^*' 
together  with  gratuities  to  himfelf,  brethren  and 
followers,  made  him  often  profefs,  that  he  was 
pleafed  that  I  fhould  here  be  his  neighbour^  and 
the  rather  bccaufe  he  and  I  had  been  great  friends 
at  Plymouth  *,  and  alfo  becaufe  his  and  my  friends 
at  PlyrtioUth  advifed  him  to  be  Nat  peace  and  friend- 
lliip  with  me  *,  and  he  hoped  that  our  children  after 
us  would  be  good  friends  together;*  And  whereas 

*  This  by  tiie  way  fhews  i  great  difference  between  the 
temper  of  Plymouth  and  Maffachufetts  rulers;  and  which  we 
iliall  yet  fee  more  of.  TKe  chief  Sachem’s  names  are  very  dif¬ 
ferently  fpelt  in  ihe  different  w  ritings  1  have  met  with^ 

f  This  perfeftly  agrees  with  the  account  we  have  of  Mafaffolt 
Or  Ofamaquin’s  league  he  made  with  Plymouth  people  th^ 
fpring  after  their  firll  coming,  and  of  the  Narraganfet’S  threat^ 
ningson  that  account.  FHnce*s  Chronclbgy ^  p.  102,  1 16. 

L  there 
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there  hath  been  often  fpeech  of  Providence  fallino- 
in  Plymouth  jurifdiftion  by  virtue  of  Ofamaquin’s 
claim  ;  I  add  unto  the  tettimonies  abovefaid,  that 
the  Governor,  Mr.  Bradford  deceafed,  and  other  of 
their  magiftrates,  declared  unto  me,  both  by  confer¬ 
ence  and  writing,  that  they  and  their  government 
tvere  fatisfied,  ,and  reiolved  never  to  moleft  Pro¬ 
vidence,  nor  to  claim  beyond  Secunk,  but  to  v 
continue  loving  friends  and  neighbours  (amono- 
the  barbarians)  together.  This  is  the  true  fum 
and  fubfcance  of  many  pafiages  between  our  coun¬ 
trymen  of  Plymouth  and  Ofamaquin,  and  me. 

Roger  Williams 

X  HE  above  date  of  Mr,  Williams’s  removal  is 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Window’s  being  then  Governor 
o!  Plymouth  ;  for  1636  v/as  the  only  year  tliat  he 
iuftained  that  office  between  1633  and  1644:  And 
as  it  appeared  by  Plymouth  records  that  he  en¬ 
tered  on  his  government  the  firft  ©f  March  that 
year,  we  may  conclude  that  Mr.  Williams  fled  to 
occunk  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  removed  with 
a  few  friends  over  the  river  in  the  fpringf.  And 
here  let  us  admire  the  wiiclom  that  governs  the 
world.  As  Jofeph  was  fold  by  his  envious  bre¬ 
thren,  with  intent  to  get  him  out  of  their  way,  yet 
divine  providence  over-ruled  this  cruel  aftion  quite 
ocherwife  than  they  intended,  and  m.ade  it  the  means 
ot  their  future  prefervation  ^  fo  the  harlh  treatment 

and 

*  Copied  from  the  original,  in  his  own  hand  writing,  dated 
Providenee,  13,  10,  1661/’  (focailed.) 

t  It  is  faid  that  he,  with  Thomas  AngelJ,  a  hired  fervant,  and 
fonie  others, Avene  over  in  a  canoe,  and  were  fainted  by  the 
Indians  near  the  lower  ferry,  by  the  word  nx}hatcheere  ?  i.  e*.  how 
do  yon  do?  which  gave  name  to  a  field,  which  Mr.  Williams 
fold  many  years  after,  and  in  the  d«ed  fays  he  fatisfied  the 
owner  for  it,  and  planted  it,  at  my  firft  coming  with  mine 
own  hands.”  7'hey  went  round  till  they  got  to  a  plcafant 
fpring  above  the  great  bridge,  where  they  landed  \  and  near  to 
which  both  he  and  Angell  lived  to  old 
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and  cruel  exile  of  Mr.  \¥i!liams  feem  defigned  by  his 
brethren  for  the  fame  evil  end,  but  was,  by  the 
goodnefs  of  the  fame  over-ruling  hand,  turned  to 
the  moft  beneficent  purpofest,” 

Just  at  this  jundlure  the  Pequods,  a  powerful 
Indian  tribe,  who  Jived  upon  the  lands  where  are 
now  the  towns  of  Groton  and  Stonington,  were 
forming  plots  againft  the  Englifii  colonies,  even  the 
very  year  that  thofe  of  Connedicut  and  Providence 
began,  and  when  BoJlon  was  but  fix  years  old  ;  and 
as  a  velTel  was  lent  by  the  government  from  thence, 
under  the  command  of  John  Oldham,  to  trade  with 
the  natives  at  Bloclc-Ifland,  about  fourteen  Indians 
boarded  the  vefiel,  and  murdered  him  ;  but  as  John 
Gallop  happened  to  come  upon  them,  in  his  return 
from  Connedicut  river,  they  leaped  into  the  fca, 
where  fome  were  drowned,  and  others  reached  the 
Ihore.  The  firft  news  of  this  fad  event  that  they 
received  was  from  Mr.  Williams’s  pen,  by  two  In¬ 
dians  who  went  with  Oldham,  and  one  from  Co- 
nanicus,  a  Narraganfct  Sachem,  who  arrived  at 
Boflon  July  26,  1636.  Governor  Vane  wrote  back 
to  Mr.  Williams,  to  let  the  Narraganfets-know  that 
they  expected  them  to  lend  home  two  boys  who 
were  v;ith  Oldham,  and  to  take  revenge  upon  the 
iflanders.  Pour  days  after  the  boys  came  home 
with  one  of  Miantinomy’s  men,  with  another  letter 
from  Mr.  Williams,  informing  that  faid  Sachem 
had  cauled  the  Sachem  of  Niantick  to  fend  to 
Block-Ifland  for  them,  and  that  he  had  near  a  hun¬ 
dred  fathom  of  peag,  and  much  other  goods  of 
Oldham  s,  which  fliould  be  relerved  for  them,  and 
that  three  of  the  feven  Indians  who  were  drowned 
were  Sachems*.  Auguft  26  came  a  third  letter 
from  Mr.  Williams,  and  Governor  Winthrop  fays, 

t  Hiftory  of  Previdence.  *  Hubbard. 
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In  thcfe  Indian  troubles  Mr.  Williams  w^s  af- 
fidiioqs  to  influence  the  Narraganfets  in  favour- 
of  thp  Eqglilh,  and  to  Jceep  them  from  joining 
with  the  Fequods*.’^ 

Sebt.  Cahonicus^  fent  word  of  fome  Englifq 
whom  the  Pequods  had  killed  at  Saybrook,  and  Mr« 
Williams  wrote  that  the  Pequods  and  Narragan- 
fets  were  at  truce,  and  that  Minatonomoh  told 
him  that  the  Pequods  had  laboured  to  pcrfuade 
them  that  the  Englifti  were  minded  to  deftroy 
all  the  Indians.  Whereupon  we  fent  for  Mino- 
tonomoh  to  come  to  ys.”  Accordingly  he  and 
two  of  Canonicus’s  fans  and  another  Sachem,  and 
4iear  twenty  qf  their  men  whom  they  call  Sannups, 
came  to  Bofton  October  21,  where  the  Governor 
galled  together  all  the  magiftrates  and  minifters : 
And  next  day  a  firm  league  was  figned  between 
them.  Byt  becaufe  they  could  not  make  them 
well  underftand  the  articles,  they  told  them  they 
would  fend  a  copy  of  them  to  Mr.  Williams,  who 
"ts  could  beft  interpret  the  fame  to  them.  So  after 
dinner  they  took  leave*f.”  Wkat  would  the 
IVIaiTachufetrs  have  now  done,  if  Mr.  Williams  had 
Been  feqt  \Q  England,  as  they  intended  the  winter 
before ! 

Let  us  now  review  their  religious  ftate.  In  Oc¬ 
tober,  4635,  arrived  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard  and 
Hugh  Peters,  two  minifters,  who  were  much 
improved  afterward ;  alfo  Mr.  afterward  Sir  Hen- 
xy  ¥ano,  the  latter  of  w:hom  was  admitted  a 
member  of  Bofton  church  November  i  ([.  At  the 
General  Affcmbly  held  March  3,  1636,  ‘‘ Order-r 
ipd,  that  all  perlons  arc  to  take,  notice  that  this 
Goyrt  doth  will  hereafter,  approve  of  any 

fyeh 

HehMrd/'s  Joarnal  j 


[i6j6.]  IN  NEW-ENGL  AND.  77 


fuch  companies  of  men,  as  lhall  henceforth  join  in 
any  pretended  way  of  church  fellowfhip,  without 
they  fhall  tirft  acquaint  the  magiftrates  and  tha 
alders  ot  the  greater  part  of  the  churches  in  this 
jurifdiftion  with  their  intentions,  and  have  their 
approbation  herein.  And  further  it  is  ordered,  that 
no  perfon  being  a  ^nernbet  of  any  church  which 
^hall  hereafter  be  gathered  without  the  approbation 
of  the  magiftrates  and  the  greater  part  of  the  faid 
churches,  fliall  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  this 
commonwealth^.’' 

At  the  eleftion  at  Bofton,  May  25,  Mr.  Vane 
was  chofen  Governor,  and  Mr.  Winthrop  Deputy- 
Governor;  and  a  ftanding  Council  was  formed  of 
three  men  ;  The  reafon  was,  for  that  it  was  ftiew- 

ed  from  the  word  of  God,  &c,  that  the  principal 
‘‘  magiftrates  ought  to  be  for  life.”  Mr.  Winthrop 
and  Mr.  Dudley  were  chofen  for  life,  and  Governor 
Vane  to  be  their  Prcfident-f.  The  next  year  Mr. 
Jindicot  y/as  chofen  for  life  in  Vine’s  room.  This 

Council 


*  Maflachufetts  Record^. 

f  Winthrop’s  Journal.  IV^r.  Cotton  wrote  this  year  to  Lordly 
Say  and  Seal,  and  Tays,  “  God  hath  fo  framed  the  liate  of 
**  church  government  and  ordinances,  that  they  may  be  com- 
patible  to  any  commonwealth,  though  never  fo  much  difor- 
“  dered  in  its  frame^  But  yet  when  a  commonwealth  hath, 
liberty  to  mould  its  own  frame,  I  conceive  the  feripture  hath 
given  full  diredion  for  the  right  ordering  of  the  fame,  and 
chat  in  fuch  fort  as  may  beft  maintain  the  euexia  [well  being] 
of  the  church.  Mr  Hooker  doth  often  quote  a  faying  out  ©f 
**  Mr.  Tartwnght,  that  no  .plan  fafiiionech  his  houfe  to  his 
‘‘  hangings,  but  his  hangings  to  his  houfe.  It  is  better  that 
“  the  commonwealth  be  fafliioned  to  the  fetting  forth  of  God’s 
‘‘  houfe,  which  is  his  church  ;  than  to  accommodate  the  church 
frame  t»  the  civil  ftate.  —  Nor  need  we  fear,  that  this  courf^ 
“  will,  in  tiqie,  caft  the  commonwealth  into  diftra6lions,  and 
popular  cenfuhens. — Purity  preferved  in  the  rhurch,  will  pre- 
ferve  well  ordered  liberty  in  the  people,  and  both  of  them 
“  cilablilh  well  balanced  authority  in  the  magiftrates.”  Mai- 
facijufects  Hiftory,  vol,  x*  p.  497»  500.  His  great  miftakc'here- 
ia  VYill  loofi  appear, 
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Council  foot!  found  work  to  do,  one  article  of  which 

ncre  follows, 

’io  the  CenJiaMe  of  Salem, 

“  Whereas  we  are  credibly  informed  that  divers 
prions  (both  men  and  women)  within  your  town 
do  d^iforderly  aflemble  themfelvcs  both  on  the 
Lord’s  days  and  at  other  times,  contemptuoufly  re- 
fuung  to  come  to  the  folemn  meetings  ot  the  church 
there  (or  being  Ibme  of  them  juflly  call  out)  do  obfti- 
nately  refufe  to  fubmic  themfelves,  that  they  might  be 
again  received  ;  but  domakeconventions,  and  feduce 
diverfe  perfons  of  weak  capacity,  and  have  already 
withdrawn  fome  of  them  from  the  church,  and  here¬ 
by  have  cauled  much  (not  only  difturbance  in  the 
church,  but  alfo)  difbrders  and  damage  in  the 
civil  (late. — Thefe  are  therefore  to  require  you 
forchwitn  to  repair  unto  all  fuch  diforderly  perlbns ; 
and  fignify  to  them  that  faid  courfe  is  very  oifenfive 
to  the  government  here,  and  may  no  longer  be  fuf- 
fcred,  and  therefore  command  them  from  us,  to 
refrain  ail  fuch  difordered  alTemblies,  and  pretended 
church  meetings*,  and  either  to  conform  themfelves 
to  the  laws  and  orders  of  this  government,  being 
ellablifhed  according  to  the  rule  of  God’s  word  5 
or  elfe  let  them  be  affured  that  we  (hall  by  God’s 
alTiftance  take  fome  fuch  (Irift  and  fpeedy  courfe 
for  the  reformation  of  thefe  diforders,  and  prevent¬ 
ing  the  evils  which  may  otherways  enfue,  as  our 
duty  to  God  and  charge  over  his  people  do  call  for 
from  us.  And  when  you  have  given  thern  this 
admonition  you  fhall  diligently  attend  how  it  is 
obferved,  and  certify  us  accordingly,  as  you  will 
anfwer  your  neglecfl  herein  at  your  peril. 

H.  Vane,  Gov. 


From  Bojton  this  ^oth  of 
the  '^d  months  1  bj6. 

•  Winthrop, 


Jo.  WiNTHROP,  Dept. 
Tho,  Dudley*.” 

They 


/ 
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They  were  fomewhat  too  fliort  in  declaring  the 
laws  and  orders  of  their  government  already  efta- 
btijhed,  for  that  work  was  yet  to  do  ;  therefore  this 
Court  now  pafied  the  following  aft,  viz.  “  The 
Governor,  Deputy-Governor,  Thomas  Dudley, 
John  Haynes,  Richard  Bellingham,  Elc^uires, 
Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Peters,  and  Mr.  Shepard,  are 
entreated  to  make  a  draught  of  laws  agreeable  to 
the  word  of  God,  which  may  be  the. fundamentals 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  prefent  the  fame 
to  the  next  General  Court ;  and  it  is  ordered  that 
in  the  mean  time  the  magilfrates  and  their  afib- 
‘‘  ciates  fhall  proceed  in  the  courts  to  hear  and  de¬ 
termine  all  caufes  according  to  the  laws  now  efla- 
‘‘  blilhed,  and  where  there  is  no  law,  then  as  near 
the  laws  ot  God  as  they  can^.” 

Soon  after  this  came  on  fuch  difputes  in  the  coun- 
try  about  grace  and  works,  that  “  it  began  to  be  as 
^  common  there  to  diftinguifli  between  men  be- 
‘‘  mg  under  a  covenant  of  works,  and  a  covenant 
or  grace,  as  in  other  countries  between  Pro- 
teftants  and  Papiftsf.”  it  divided  the'  General 

Court, 


*  Records.  From  their  beginning  the  Gover- 

precedbit^wh"/'  court,  till  the  March 

and  fnri^'r!  '  f"’  "'hh  the  magiftrates, 

and  formed  inferior  courts  in  their  feveral  towns,  to  try  caufes 

no  exceeding  ten  pounds ;  from  whence  appeals  miftit  be 
made  to  the  court  of  Affiftants.  ^  * 

derfta^^d5^’'‘^■  “  That  you  may  un- 

in  df  "a-  ^  1°-^  broaching  their  abominable  errors,  ir  was, 

m  dividing  thofe  things  the  Lord  hath  united  in  his  ^ork 

pardcukr"  on  a  foul  to  heaven,  in  thefe  four 

were  leoaf  P^'^^^fing  the  people  their  minilLrs 

and  unfit  f/  ^  reaching  them  littk  better  than  Poserv 

of  Chrift  '  <^'"yi>’Sthem  to  be  any  minifters 

thrill,  that  preach  any  preparation  work,  by  Ihewing  men 

vvhut 
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Court,  and  from  thence  it  was  carried  into  Bofton 
churchy  where  it  caufed  ftiarp  debates  on  Lord’s  day, 
December  31^  between  the  two  minifters,  Cotton 
and  Wilfon,  and  between  the  Governor  and  Deputy- 

Governot, 

what  the  law  requires.  Hcre^s  nothing,  favi  one  of  them,  but 
preaching  out  of  the  law  and  the  prophets.  Truly,  fayt  aaother^ 
I  have  not  heard  a  pure  gofpel  fermon  from  any  of  them. 

**’  tn  feplrating  Chrid  and  his  graces,  in  manifeding  himfelf 
to  be  in  the  foul ;  and  this  they  fay  makes  much  for  the  mag¬ 
nifying  of  free  grace  ;  and  indeed  they  made  it  fo  free,  that  the 
foul  that  receives  it  fhall  never  tade  any  of  it  by  their  confenf, 
but  remain  dill  a  dry  branch  as  before^  Thefe  legal  Pharifees, 
fays  one  of  them,  tell  us  of  a  thing  they  call  inherent  grace,  and 
bf a  man  being  made  a  hew  creature;  but  I  arn  fare  the  bed  of 
them  go  on  in  their  legal  duties  and  performances  dill,  forrow* 
ing  for  hearing  of  fermonsj  obferviog  duty  morning  and 
evening,  and  many  fuch  like  matters^  Tudi  man,  fays  another, 
you  fhail  hear  more  than  this  ;  I  was  difcourling  with  one  of 
their  fcholadical  preacher^s  difciples,  a  profefTed  convert,  and 
yet  when  he  came  to  pray,  he  begged  for  the  forgivcnefi  of  hik 
ilnt  ;  I  a&ed  him  why  he  ufed  that  vain  repetition,  fince  he  did 
believe  he  was  judihed  by  Chrid  already  ?  He  made  me  an 
bnfwer  not  worth  repeating  ;  but  when  I  told  him  God  could 
fee  no  Cn  in  his  people,  no  more  than  I  could  fee  that  which  was 
covered  clcfe  from  my  eye-fight,  he  told  me  I  fp«ke  litde  lefi 
than  blafphemy.  So  ignorant  are  thefe  me#,  and  their  learned 
guides  alfo  ;  who  perfuide  them  the  more  they  have  of  the 
indwelling  of  the  fpiritof  Chrid,  the  better  they  fhall  be  enabled 
to  thefe  legal  duties.  Nay,  quoth  the  other,  I  can  tell  you 
more  than  all  this  ;  they  make  it  an  evidence  of  their  good 
edate,  even  their  fandlification,  and  yet  thefe  men  would  make 
people  believe  they  arc  againfl  Popery4 

“  3,  The  third  dividing  tenet,  by  which  thefe  pcrfoni  pro-* 
fecuted  their  errors,  was  between  the  word  of  God  and  the  fpirit 
of  God  :  And  here  thefe  fedtaries  had  many  pretty  knacks  to 
delude  withal,  and  efpecially  to  plcafc  the  female  fex,  they  told 
of  rare  revelations  of  things  to  come  from  the  fpirit,  as  they  fay* 
■«— Come  along  with  me,  fays  one  of  them,  I  will  bring  you  to  a 
woman  that  preaches  better  gofpel  than  any  of  your  black-coats, 
that  have  been  at  the  univerfi^y ;  a  woman  of  another  kind  of 
fpirit,  who  hath  had  many  revelations  of  things  to  come,  and 
for  my  part,  faith  he,  I  hid  rather  hear  fuch  a  one  that  fpeaks 

from  the  mccr  metion  of  the  fpirit,  without  ary  dudy  at  all, 

thau 
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Governor,  who  were  members  of  itf.  In  this  con- 
troverfy  Mr.  Cotton  found  what  jt  v/as  to  fall  into 
the  minority,  for  none  of  the.minifters  held  fully; 
with  him  but  Mr.  Wheelwright,  who  was  not  a 
fettled  minifter,  but  was  preaching  to  a  branch  of 
Bofton  church,  at  the  place  now  called  Braintree  ; 
where  at  a  general  fall  on  January  19,  1637,  he 
delivered  a  difeourfe  that  greatly  increaied  the  flame. 
Under  his  third  ufe  we  are  told  that  he  laid,  The 
fecond  fort  of  people  that  arc  to  be  condemn<^:d^ 
are  all  fuch  as  do  fet  themfelves  againft  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chriii: ;  fuch  are  tht  great ejt  enemies  to  the 
Jlate  as  can  he:,  if  they  can  have  their  wills,  you 
fee  what  a  lamentable  ftateboth  church  and  com- 
monwealth  will  be  in  ;  then  w^e  flirdl  have  need 
of  mournings  the  Lord  cannot  endure  thofethac 
are  enemies  to  himfelf  and  kingdom  and  people, 
and  unto  the  good  of  his  church  t.’" 

At  the  General  Court,  March  9,  Mr.  Wheelwright 
Vs^as  called  to  account  for  the  words  which  tended 
o  fediejon  in  his  fermon,  but  the  matter  was  defer- 

than  any  of  your  learned  fcholars,  although  they  may  be  fuller 
of  Icripture — and  admit  they  fpeak  by  the  help  of  the  fpirit^ 
yet  tne  other  goes  beyond  them. 

“  4.  To  divide  between  Chrifb  and  his  ordinances  ;  and 
here  they  played  their  game  to  purpofe,  even  calling  down  all 
ordinances  as  carnal,  and  that  becaufe  they  were  polluted  by  the 
ordinance  of  man  ;  as  fome  of  thefe  fedaries  have  faid  to  the 
minifiers  of  Chrifl,  you  have  call  olF  the  crofs  in  baptifm,  but 
you  would  do  well  to  call  oif  baptifm  itfelf  ;  as  alio  for  the  fa- 
crament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper,  for  to  make  ufe  of  bread,  or  the 
juice  of  a  filly  grape,  to  reprefen t  the  body  and  blood  of  Chriil, 
they  accounted  it  as  bad  as  necromancy  in  miniilers  of  Chrifl  to 
perform  it.’’  jehn/sn’s  Hijtory,  — 99. 

t  Winthrop— Hubbard. 

X  Gorton’s  Glafs  f«r  New-Eagland,  p.  19,  20  ;  who  fays,  in 
this.  Wheelwright  “  bore  teflimony  to  the  light and  the 
words  above  he  fays  he  tranferibed  out  of  Mr.  Wheelwright’s 
manufeript. 
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red  from  court  to  court  till  fall,  when  he  was  banifh- 

SeenfS"f'°"  a  great  height.  Stephen 

A  R  all  the  minifters  ex- 

pt  A.  K.  C.  did  teach  a  covenant  of  works,  was 

erilured  to  acknowledge  his  fault  in  every  church 
and  fined  40  1.  *”  '  '  ,  /  v.nuiv.ii, 

At  the  General  Court,  May  17,  1637,  after  a 
hot  diipute  they  proceeded  to  eleftion,  when  Mr. 
Vane  and  his  friends  were  left  out§;  and  a  law 
was  made,  “  that  no  town  or  perfon  fhall  receive 
any  Granger  reforting  hither  with  intent  to  refide 
in  this  jurifdiftion,  nor  fhall  allow  any  lot  or  habi- 
tation  to  any  above  three  weeks,  except  fuch  per¬ 
sons  fhall  have  allowance  under  fomc  one  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  or  of  two  other  of  the  magiftrates  their  hands, 
^pon  pain  that  every  town  that  Ihall  give  or  fell  any 
Jot  or  habitation  to  any  fuch  not  fo  allowed  fliall 
lorfeit  100  1.  for  every  offence;  and  every  perfon 
receiving  any  fuch  for  longer  time  than  is  here 
cxprefled,  or  than  fliall  be  allowed  in  feme  fpecial 
cafe  fhall  forfeit  for  every  offence  40  1.  and  for 

every  month  after  fuch  perfon  fhall  there  continue 

20].f” 

_Mr.  Cotton  was  for  a  while  fo  much  diffatisfied 
with  this  law,  that  he  had  thoughts  of  rehioving  out 
of  that  jurifdiction  J.  Governor  Winthrop  wrote 
a  defence  of  It,  111  which  he  does  not  deny  but  that 
a  principal  defign  of  that  law  was  to  keep  away  per- 
fons  of  Mr.  Wheelwright’s  opinions,  and  fays,  “  If 
“  we  find  his  opinions  fuch  as  will  caufe  divifions, 
and  make  people  look  at  their  magiftrates,  mi- 
“  nifters,  and  brethren,  as  enemies  to  Chrift,  an- 
“  tichrifts,  &c.  were  it  not  fin  and  unfaithfulnefs 

“  in 

*  Winthrop. 

§  He  failed  for  England  the  3d  of  Augufl  folIowiRO', 
f  Maffachufetts  Records.  ^ 


Maflachufctts  Hiitory,  vol#  i,  p.  631 
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in  us,  to  receive  more  of  their  opinions,  which 
“  we  already  find  the  evil  fruit  of?  Nay,  why  do 
not  thofe  who  now  complain  join  with  us  in  keep- 
‘‘  ing  out  fuch,  as  well  as  formerly  they  did  in  ex- 
pelling  Mr.  Williams  for  the  like,  though  lefs 
dangerous?”  Where  this  change  of  their  judg- 
“  ments  fhould  arife  I  leave  to  themfelves  to 
examine^.”  ^Ah  !  lefs  dangerous,  fur«'  enough  ! 
for  Mr.  Williams  was  banifiied  for  holding  that 
the  magiftrates  fvvord  ought  not  to  be  brought 
in  to  decide  religious  controverfies ;  but  Wheel¬ 
wright  would  have  turned  that  fword  againft  the 
rulers,  minifters  and  people,  that  he  judged  to  be 
under  a  covenant  of  works,  and  fo  enemies  to 
grace. 

Mr.  Wheelwright  was  brother  in-law  to  Mrs." 
Anne  Hutchinfon,  who  had  been  a  principal  inftru- 
ment  of  the  divifion  in  the  country  about  grace  and 
works.  We  are  told  that  Ihe  brought  thefe  two  errors 
out  of  England  with  her,  viz.  ‘‘  i.  That  the  per- 
fonof  the  Holy  Ghoft  dwells  in  a  juftified  perfon^' 
2.  That  no  fanftification  can  help  to  evidence  our 
juftification-f.”  A  fynod  of  minifters  and  mef- 
fengers  from  all  parts  of  the  country  met  at  New¬ 
town,  the  30th  of  Auguft,  and  fpent  three  weeks 
in  debates  upon  thefe  controverfies,  and  drew  up 
and  condemned  fourfeore  errors.  The  General'Courc 
adjourned  to  attend  on  their  debates,  and  after  their 
refult  was  figned  by  all  the  fettled  minifters  except 
Mr.  Cotton,  whoalfo  appeared  to  incline  toward  the 
majority ;  they  met  Sept.  26,  when  Mr.  Wheel- 
wright  appearing,  was  difmifted  until  he  fliould 
be  fent  for  by  the  court  or  courts  which  fliall 

*  MalTachufetts  Hlflory,  vol.  3,  p.  71. 
t  Winthrop’s  Joarnal, 
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“  fucceed.  This  prcfent  court  is  diffolvcd,  until  a 
new  one  be  called,  and  to  be  kept  at  Newtown*.” 

Here  opens  fomething  that  I  never  heard  of  till 
I  found  it  upon  the  colony  records.  It  was  cuftom- 
ary  to  eledt  their  deputies  twice  a  year,  namely,  in 
the  fpring  and  fall ;  but  to  choofe  them  twice  in 
one  fall-  was  an  unprecedented  aft,  of  which  I  believe 
no  parallel  can  be  found  from  the  foundation  of  the 
country  to  this  day.  It  feems  that  a  major  vote  of 
thofe  deputies,  to  execute  the  decrees  of  the  late 
jynod,  could  not  be  obtained,  therefore  the  houfe 
was  diffolved,  and  a  new  one  convened  on  Novem¬ 
ber  2,  1637  ;  to  whom  a  remonftrance  againft  thole 
former  proceedings  was  prefented,  figned  by  above 
fixty  men  ;  of  whom  William  Aipinwall,  who  drew 
it,  and  John  Coggfhall  were  members  of  the  Aflcm- 
bly ;  but  for  which  they  were  now  excluded,  and  an 
order  was  fent  for  Bofton  to  choofe  two  other  de¬ 
puties,  Alfo,  “  John  Oliver,  juftifying  the  fedi- 
lious  libel  called  a  remonftrance  or  petition,  was 
difeharged  from  being  a. deputy  in  this  court-J.” 
The  court  then  proceeded  to  pafs  the  following 

fcntences, 

^  MaFachufetts  P^ecords. 

*1'  Mafiachufetts  Records —W^inthrop.  The  remaining  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  AFembly  were  Governor  V/inthrop,  Deputy- Go¬ 
vernor  Dudley,  John  Endicot,  John  Humfrey,  Richard  Belling- 
liam,  PvOger  Harlakenden,  Ifrael  Stoughton,  Simon  Bradilrecr, 
and  increafe  Nowel,  Afliilants,  and  deputies.  The  houfe 
chat  was  diFolved  in  September  had  26  deputies,  of  whom  but 
3  1  were  in  this  new  houfe*  Mr.  Atherton  Hough  was  one  who 
•was  left  ®ut,  though  he  was  a  magidrate  two  years  before.  John 
cind  Ifaac  Heath,  John  Johnfon,  Thomas  Lynde;  Nichola* 
Danforth,  William  Spencer,  Samuel  Appleton,  Jofeph  Metcalf, 

John  Upham,  and  Thomas  Gardner,  were  alfo  of  thofe  they 
left  out.  ' 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  proceedings  caufed  the  removal  of  Mr. 
William  Blaxton  about  this  time.  He  was  a  miniflerin  the  church 
©f  England^  but  came  early  ;o  ^his  country.  It  appears  by  John- 

foil's 
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fentences,  viz.  Mr.  John  Wheelwright  being  for¬ 
merly  convifted  of  contempt  and  iedition,  and  now 
juftifying  himfelf  and  his  former  praftice,  being  the 
difturbance  of  the  civil  peace,  he  is  by  the  court 
disfranchjled  and  banifhed,  having  fourteen  days  to 
fettle  his  affairs. 

‘‘  Mk.  John  Coggfliall  being  convented  for  di- 
fturbing  the  public  peace,  was  disfranchifed,  and 
enjoined  not  to  fpeak  any  thing  to  difturb  the  pub¬ 
lic  peace,  upon  pain  of  banifhment. 

‘‘  Mr.  William  Afpinwall  being  convented  for 
having  his  hand  to  a  petition  or  remonftrance,  being 
a  feditious  libel,  and  juftifying  the  fame,  for  which 
and  for  his  infolent  carriage,  he  is  disfranchifed  and 
banifhed,  putting  in  fureties  for  his  departure  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  firft  month  ne^t  enfuing. 

‘‘  Mrs.  Flutchinfon,  the  wife  of  Mr.  William 
Hutchinfon,  being  convented  for  traducing,  the 
minifters  and  their  miniftry  in  this  country,  fhe 
declared  voluntarily  her  revelations  were  the  ground, 
and  that  fhe  fhould  be  delivered,  and  the  court  Riin- 
_  ed 


fern’s  hIRory,  p.  20,  that  he  was  here  in  1628,  but  not  agreeing 
M^th  Mr.  Endicot  and  others  about  church  alFairs,  he  betook 
himfelf  to  agriculture.  He  had  planted  himfelf  upon  the  neck 
of  land  where  BoRon  Rands,  which  from  him  was  called  Blax«» 


ion’s  Point,  when  the  MaRachufetts  company  RrR  arrived  with 
their  charter.  At  a  court  in  BoRon,  April  1,  1633,  they  made 
him  a  grant  of  £fty  acres  of  land  near  his  houfe  there,  MaJTa-^- 
chufetts  Records. ^  Yet  now  he  faid,  1  came  from  England, 
“  becaufe  1  did  not  like  the  Lord  Btjhops ;  but  I  cannot  join. 

with  you,  becaufe  1  would  not  be  under  the  Lord  Brethreiid"* 
Mavnaha  Pie  went  and  fetued  fix  miles  fouth  of  Mr,  Williams, 
near  w’hat  is  now  called  Vv  hippie’s  Bridge,  in  Cumberland; 
where  he  lived  to  old  age,  and  ufed  at  times  to  preach  at  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  other  places  adjacent,  and  left  behind  him  the  cha- 
rafler  of  a  godly  and  pious  man,  though  his  family  is  extinct!- 
He  planted  an  orchard  near  where  he  lived,  which  we  are  told 
is  the  firR  that  ever  bore  fruit  in  Rhode-ifland  colony  ;  and 

1 4.0  years  after^  many  of  the  trees  continued  to  be  thrifty  and 
ffnitfuh 
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and'the  P°ff hereupon  was  banifted  ; 

eld,  until  the  court  fhall  difpofe  of  her.*’  ^ 

ap'^in  Underhill,  and  two  ferjeants,  were  put 

from  office  and  disfranchifed,  one  of  the  ferLn ts 

being  alio  fined  40I.  the  other  20I.  FouJ  men 

more  were  disfranchifed  for  having  their  hands  to 

fiid  petition,  one  of  whom  was  William  Dyer  af- 

^rward  the  fi^  fecretary  of  Rhode-Ifland  colony. 

Ten  men  retraded  their  figning  that  remonftrance 

and  were  forgiven.  Then  upon  the  20th  of  No- 

vemoer  the  court  paffied  the  following  fentence  : 

■\'«n  1  ^he  opinions  and  revelations  of  Mr 

and  kdTnfn  Hutchinfon  have  feduccd 

and  Jed  in  to  dangerous  errors  many  of  the  people  of 

>  WEngland  infomuchasthcreis  juft  ?aufe  of 

fulpicion  that  they,  as  others  in  Germany  in  former 

times,  may  upon  fome  revelation  make  fudden 

irruption  upon  thofe  that  differ  from  them  in  judo-- 

ment  ;  tor  prevention  whereof  it  is  ordered  that  all 

e  w  o  e  names  are  underwritten  (upon  warning 
given  at  their  dwellihg-houfes)  before  the  30th  daf 
ot  this  month  of  November,  deliver  in  at  Mr^ 
Keayne  s  houfe,  at  Bofton,  all  fuch  guns,  piftol?-' 
Iwords.  powder,  ffiot  and  match,  as  they  fhall  b1 
owners  of.  or  have  in  their  cuftody,  upon  pain  of 
10 1.  for  every  oefault  to  be  made  thereof;  which 
arms  are  to  be  kept  by  Mr.  Keayne  till  this  court 
'  lhall  take  further  order  therein.  Alfo  it  is  ordered 
upon  like  penalty  of  10  1.  that  no  man  who  is  to  ren¬ 
der  his  arms  by  this  order,  lhall  buy  or  borrow  any 
guns.fwords.piftols,  powder,  lliot  or  match,  until  this 
court  lhall  take  further  o.rder  therein.”  Seventv- 
lix  men  are  named  as  being  difarmed  by  this  fen¬ 
tence,  only  if  any  of  them, would  acknowledge  and 
not  juftify  faid  petition  before  two  magiftrates,  they 

ffiould 
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lliould  then  be  free  from  it  §.  Of  thefe  men  58  be¬ 
longed  to  Bofton,  5  to  Roxbury,  2  to  Charleilown, 

6  to  Salem,  2  to  Ipfwich,  and  3  to  Newbury :  of 
whom  Richard  Dummer,  ofNevvburv,  had  been  an 
Affirtant,  and  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  Underhill,  Afpin- 
wall,  Cogglhall  and  Oliver,  of  Bolton,  Robert  ' 
Moulton,  of  Salem,  and  others,  had  been  deputies. 
^Directly  upon  the  foregoing  aft  the  AlTemblv 
added  the  following,  viz.  “The  court  being  fen- 
lible  of  peat  diforders  growing  in  this  common¬ 
wealth,  through  the  contempts  which  have  been  of 

latepuc  upon  the  civil  authority,  and  intending  to 

prpide  remedy  for  the  lame  in  time,  doth  order 
and  decree,  that  whofoever  lliall  hereafter  openly  or 
willingly  defame  any  court  of  jullice,  or  the  fcntencc 
or  prpeedings  of  the  fame,  or  any  of  the  magiftrates 
or  other  judges  of  any  luch  court,  in  refped  of  any 
aft  p  fentence  therein  palled,  and  being  thereof 

a  any  general  court  or  courts  of 

Affiftpts,  lhall  be  punilhed  for  the  fame,  by  fine, 
impnfonrnent„  or  bamlfiment,  as  the  quality  and 
-mcafureof  the  offence  lhall  deferve.— Provided  al¬ 
ways,  that  feeing  the  bell  judges  may  err  through 
Ignorance  OF  mifmformation— it  is  not  the  intent  of 

this , court  to  reftrain  the  free  ufe  of  the  way  ol  God, 
by  petition,  &c.  ^ 

A  COMPLAINT  being  made  at  the  fame  time  that 
Icme  mmifters  were  not  well  maintained,  the  court 
lent  out  a  requeft,  “  That  the  feveral  churches  will 
Ipeedily  pquire  hereinto,  and  if  need  be  t©  con- 
c(  ^ng^mer  about  it,  and  lend  fome  to  advife 
with  this  court  at  the  next  feffion  thereof,  that 
^  lome  order  may  be  taken  according  to  the  rule  of 

“  the 


tn  Records.  It  appear$  that  the  court  had 

mush  difEcdiy  afterward  with  Ksape  about  ihefc  arms. 
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“  the  gofpel*.”  The  efFeds  of  thefc  proceedings  we 
jQiall  loon  fee  ;  though  by  the  v/ay  it  is  proper  to 
obferve,  that  as  Mr.  Williams  had  been  inllrumen- 
tal  of  procuring  the  Narraganfets  help  againft  the 
Pequods,  the  fevera!  colonies  fent  out  their  forces 
againft  them,  and  Governor  Winthrop  fays.  May 
24,  “  By  letters  from  Mr.  Williams  we  were  no¬ 
tified,  thatCapt.  Mafon  was  gone  to  Saybrook  wdth 
80  Englifh  and  too  Indians,”  &c.  fo  that  he  was 
conftantly  engaged  for  their  good ;  the  army  was 
fiiccefsful,  the  Pequods  were  fubdued,  and  I  findra 
propofal  of  a  day  of  thankfgiving  for  the  foldicrs 
return,  at  the  General  Court,  Auguft  i.  But 
at  the  fame  time  they  fay  “  Mr.  John  Greene,  of 
New-Providence,  having  fpoken  againft  the  magi- 
ftrates  contemptuoufly,  Hands  bsund  over  in  100 
marks  to  appear  at  the  next  quarter  court.”  At 
that  court  he  was  fined  20!.  and  committed  till  it 
was  paid  •,  though  upon  a  fubmiffive  petition  to  the 
General  Court,  Sept.  26,  he  was  releafed He 
with  others  had  reforted  to  Mr.  Williams’s  planta¬ 
tion,  to  which  there  was  a  great  addition  the  next 
fpring,  as  well  as  a  new  one  begun  at  Rhode-Ifiand, 
of  which  take  the  following  account  ; 

Mr.  John  Clarke,  a  learned  phyfician,  who  I 
find  was  admitted  a  freeman  at  Bofton  May  6, 
1635,  as  his  brother  Jofeph  had  been  the  March 
before,  feeing  how  things  were  turned  at  the  court 
in  November,  1637,  he  made  a  propofal  to  his 
friends,  for  feace  fake^  and  to  enjoy  the'  freedtm  of 
their  confciences,  to  rtmowe  out  of  that  jurifdiftion. 
The  motion  was  accepted,  and  he  (being  then  a 
gentleman  in  his  29th  year)  was  requefted  with 
fome  others  to  look  out  for  a  place  5  they  did  fo, 

and 

•  Maftachufetts  Record*. 
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and  by  reafon  of  the  heat  of  the  preceding  fummer,' 
they  flrft  went  northerly  into  that  which  is  now 
the  province  of  Ncvv-Hampfhire  ;  but  the  coldnefs 
of  the  following  winter  made  them  incline  to  turn 
the  other  way,  So  having  fought  the  Lord  for 
direftion,  they  agreed  that  while  their  veffel  was 
pafTing  about  Cape-Cod  they  would  crofs  over  by 
land,  having  Long-lfland  and  Delaware  bay  in  their 
eye,  for  the  place  of  their  refidence.  At  Providence 
Mr.  Williams  lovingly  entertained  them,  and  being 
confulted  about  their  defign,  readily  prefented 
two  places  before  them  ;  Sowams,  now  called 
Barrington,  and  Aquetneck,  now  Rhode- Ifland. 
They  being  determined  to  go  out  of  the  other 
jurifdiftions,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  two 
others,  went  to  Plymouth  to  enquire  how  the  cafe 
flood  ;  who  lovingly  entertained  them,  and  let 
them  know  that  they  claimed  Sowams,  but  ad- 
vifed  them  to  fettle  at  Aquetneck,  and  promifed 
that  they  Ihould  be  looked  upon  as  free,  and  to  be 
treated  and  afiifted  as  loving  neighbours.”  Upoa 
their  return  eighteen  men  incorporated  themfelves 
into  a  body  politic,  and  chofe  Mr.  Coddington  to 
be  their  Judge  or  chief  magiftrate^.” 

Now  to  take  things  in  their  order,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  though  Mr.  Williams  and  a  few  of 
his  friends  had,  with  the  confent  of  the  Narraganfec 
fachems,  been  fettled  at  Providence  near  two  years, 
yet  the  firft  deed  of  the  place  that  is  extant  bears 
date  the  fame  day  with  that  of  Aquetneck  ^  and 
is  as  follows : 

At  Nanhigganfick  the  24th  of  the  firfl;  month, 
commonly  called  March,  in  the  2d  year  of  our 
plantation,  or  planting  at  Moolhaufick,  or  Providence : 
memorandum,  that  we  Caunannicus  and  Mianti- 

j 

?  Clarkc’i  N*rrativct— 'Callender’s  Sermoii) 
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jiomu,  the  two  chief  fachems  of  Nanhigganficfc,' 
having  two  years  fincc  lold  unto  Roger  Williams 
the  lands  and  meadows  upon  the  two  frefh  rivers 
called  Moolhaufi.  k  and  Wanalkatuckctt*.  da 
now  by  thefe  prefcnts  eftablifh  and  confirm  the 
hounds  of  thoi’e  lands,  from  the  rivers  and  fields  of 
Pautuckett,  the  great  hill  ot  Neoterconkenitt  on 
the  northweft,  and  the  town  of  Mafhapauge  on  the 
weft.  As  alf),  in  confideration  of  the  many  kind- 
nefles  and  fervices  he  hath  continually  done  for  us 
both  for  our  friends  of  MafiTachufetts,  as  alfo  at 
Quininkticutt  and  Apaum,  or  Plymouth  ;  we  do 
freely  give  unto  him  all  that  land  from  thofe  rivers 
reaching  to  Pautuxett  river,  as  alfo  the  grafs  and 
meadows  upon  Pautuxett  river  ;  in  witnefs  whereof 
we  have  hereunto  fet  our  hands,  in  the  prefence  of. 

The  mark  of  J  Caunannicus, 
The  mark  of  1|  Miantinomu. 

The  mark  of  -f-  Seatagh, 

The  mark  of*  Assotemewett. 

“  1 6j9,  Memorandum,  3  month  9  day, this  was  all 
again  confirmed  by  Miantinomu  ;  he  acknowledged 
this  his  adt  and  hand  ;  up  the  ftream  of  Pautuckett 
and  Pautuxett  without  limits  we  might  have  for 
cur  ufc  of  cattle  j  witnefs  hereof, 

Roger  Williams, 
Benedict  ARNOLDf.” 

The 

•  The  firftof  thefe  rivers  falls  into  the  cove  above  Providence 
great  bridge  from  the  north,  the  other  from  the  weft. 

•f"  Literally  tranferibed  from  Pro^vidence  Records.  Pawtucket 
river  rifeth  in  or  near  Rutland,  and  runs  through  Leicefter,  Sut¬ 
ton,  Grafton  and  Uxbridge,  and  entering  Rhode  Ifland  col@ny, 
paffes  between  Smithfield  and  Cumberland,  and  falls  into  Narra- 
ganfet  bay,  between  Providence  and  Rehoboth.  Pawtuxet  rife» 
iiear  the  borders  of  Conneflicut,  and  paffing  through  Gloa- 
cefter,  Scituate  and  Cranfton,  falls  into  faid  bay,  miles  fouti 
of  Providence*. 
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The  deed  of  Rhode-Ifland  was  alfo  given  the  fame 
March  24,  1638  ;  and  20  years  after  Mr.  Williams 
having  occafion  to  give  his  teftimony  concerning 
it,  fays,  “  I  have  acknowledged  (t\nd  have  and  fhall 
endeavour  to  maintain)  the  rights  and  properties  of 
every  inhabitant  of  Rhode-Ifland  in  peace  ;  yet 
flnee  there  is  fo  much  found  and  noife  of  purchafe 
and  purchafers,  I  judge  ic  not  unfeafonable  to  de¬ 
clare  the  rife  and  bottom  of  the  planting  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  in  the  fountain  of  it  :  Ir  was  not  price  nor 
money  that  could  have  purchafed  Rhode-Ifland. 
Rhode-Ifland  was  obtained  by  love  ;  by  the  love 
and  favour  which  that  honorable  gentleman  Sir 
Henry  Vane  and  myfelf  had  with  that  great  fachem 
Miantinomu,  about  the  league  which  I  procured  ' 
between  the  MalTachufetts  Englifli,  &c.  and  the 
Narraganfets  in  thePequod  war.  It  is  true  I  advifed 
a  gratuity  to  be  prefented  to  the  fachem  and  the  na¬ 
tives,  and  becaufe  Mir.  Coddington  and  the  rcil  of 
my  loving  countrymen  were  to  inhabit  the  place, 

and  to  be  at  the  charge  of  the  gratuities,  I  drew  up 

a  writing  in  Mr.  Coddington’s  name,  and  in  the 
names  of  fuch  of  my  loving  countrymen  as  came 
up  with  him,  and  put  it  into  as  fure  a  form  as  I 
could  at  that  time  (amongfl;  the  Indians)  for  the 
benefit  and  aflurance  of  the  prelent  and  future  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  ifland.  This  I  mention,  that  as 
that  truly  noble  Sir  Henry  Vane  hath  been  fo  great 
an  inftrument  in  the  hand  of  God  for  procuring'  o£ 
this  ifland  from  the  barbarians,  as  alfo  for  procunng 

1"^  of  the  charter,  fo  it  may  by  all  due 

thankful  acknowledgment  be  remembered  and  re-  * 
corded  of  us  and  ours  which  reap  and  enjoy  the 

fweet  fruits  of  fo  great  benefits,  and  fuch  unheard 
or  liberties  rmongft  us*.” 

,  .  .  N  2  Mr.' 

,.  I  copied  from  the  original  manufeript,  in  Mr  Wil- 

Ixaras  5  own  hand  writing,  dated  y  Providence,  25  6,  1658, 

(fo 
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Mr.  Williams  having  obtained  the  aforefaid  grant 
of  Providence,  conveyed  the  fame  to  his  friends  by 
the  following  inftrument. 

“  Providence,  8  th  of  the  8  th  month,  i6j8  (focal- 

Jcd.)  iVlcmorandurnj  thst  I  Roger  having 

formerly  purchafed  of  Caunannicus  and  Miantn 
romu  this  our  fituation  or  plantation  of  New-Pro- 
vidence,  viz.  the  two  frefh  rivers  W^analquatuckett 
and  Moofliaufick,  and  the  ground  and  meadows 
thereupon  ;  in  confideration  of  thirty  pounds  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  inhabitants  of  faid  place,  do  freely  and 
fully  pafs,  grant  and  make  over  equal  right  and 
power  of  enjoying  and  difpofing  of  the  fame  grounds 
and  lands  unto  rny  loving  friends  and  neighbours, 
of  Likely  W^eftcoat,  William  Arnold,  Thomas  James, 

John  Greene,  John  Throckmorton, 
William  Harris,  William  Carpenter,  Thomas  01- 
ney,  Francis  Wefton,  Richard  Waterman,  Ezekiel 
Holliman,  and  fuch  others  as  the  major  part  of  us 
Fiai!  ad.mit  into  the  fame  fcllowfliip  of  vote  with 
us  ;  As  alio  I  do  freely  make  and  pafs  over  equal 
right'  and  power  of  enjoying  and  difpofing  of  the 
lands  and  grounds  reaching  from  the  aforefaid  rivers 
unto  the  great  river  Pautiixett,  with  the  grafs  and 
meadows  thereupon,  which  was  fo  lately  given  and 
granted  by  the  aforefaid  fachems  to  me  ;  witnefs  my 
h^nd,  Roger  Williams*.” 

Those 

(fo  called).”  The  affair  of  procuring  the  charter  we  lhall  hear 
more  of  anon. 

*  Pre^idence  Records,  It  Teems  the  firft  deed  of  this  tenure  wa^ 
loft,  therefore  this  was  drawn  as  exadlly  as  could  be  remembered 
in  i666.  Of  the  above  men,  OIney,  Wefton,  Weftcoat,  Water¬ 
man  and  Holliman,  did  not  depart  the  Maftachufetts  colony  till 
April  1638.  Majfachufttis  Records.  They,  with  Throckmorton, 
came  from  Salem.  MaJJachufetts  Hi/iory,vo\,  i,  p.  421,  and 
records  aforefaid*  Wefton  had  been  a  deputy  in  court. 
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Those  who  were  thus  received  figned  the  foU 
lowing  covenant,  viz. 

“  We  whole  names  are  here  underwritten  being 
defirous  to  inhabit  in  the  town  of  Providence,  do 
promile  to  fubmit  ourfelves  in  adlive  or  palTive 
obedience  to  all  fuch  orders  or  agreements  as 
“  fliall  be  made  for  public  good  of  the  body  in  an 
orderly  v^ay,  by  the  major  confent  of  the  pre- 
“  fent  inhabitants,  mafters  of  families,  incorporated 
together  into  a  townfliip,  and  fuch  others  whom 
they  fhall  admit  unto  the  fame,  in  civil 
“  things,^* 

By  the  records,  compared  with  a  more  ample  and 
full  deed  of  Mr.  Williams’s  to  the  town,  executed 
December  20,  1661,  which  is  entered  there,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  he  generoufly  gave  the  aforefaid  twelve 
men  their  intereft  in  the  town  freely,  and  the  thirty 
pounds  were  paid  by  the  next  who  were  admitted,  at 
the  rate  of  thirty  (hillings  a  man,  the  names  of  whom 
were  Chad  Brown,  William  Field,  Thomas  Harris, 
William  Wickenden,  Robert  Williams,  Richard 
Scott,  William  Renolds,  John  Field,  John  Warner, 
Thomas  Angell,  Benedift  Arnold,  Jofliua  Winfor, 
Thomas  Hopkins,  Francis  Weeks,”  &c^  In  the 
laft  mentioned  deed,  after  referring  to  the  former 
ones,  and  exprefling  that  the  fachems  deed  was  two 
years  after  his  firft  purchale,  he  more  fully  explains 
the  nature  and  motives  of  thofe  tranhAions.  Says 
he,  notwithftanding  I  had  the  frequent  promife 

of 

Of  thefe  I  £nd  Williams  (brother  to  Mr.  Roger)  among 
the  MalTachufetts  freemen,  but  no  more  of  their  names  upon 
thofe  records.  Perhaps  moft  of  them  might  have  newlv  arrived  ; 
for  Governor  Winthrop  afTures  us  that  not  lefs  than  3000  arrived 
this  year  in  20  fhips  ;  and  Mr.  Hubbard  tells  us  that  thofe  who 
inclined  to  the  Baptift’s  principles  went  to  Providence  ;  others 
we^t  to  Newport.  Seven  of  the  firft  twelve,  with  A  ngcll,  I  fup« 
began  the  fettlemcnt  with  Mr.  Williams  in  163 6. 


s 


94  HISTORY  of  the  BAPTISTS 

“  of  Miantinomu,  my  kind  friend,  that  it  fliould 
“  not  be  land  that  I  (hould  want  about  thofe  bounds 
mentioned,  provided  that  I  fatisfied  the  Indians 
there  inhabiting,  I  having  made  covenant  of 
peaceable  neighbourhood  with  all  the  fachems 
“  and  natives  round  about  us,  and  having,  in  a 
“  oi  God’s,  merciful  providence  unto  me^\n  my 
“  dijtrefs,  called  the  place  Providence,  I  delired 
“  it  might  be  for  a  Jhelter  for  perfons  diftnffed  for 
confcience  ;  I  then  confidering  the  condition  of  divers 
“  of  my  countrymen,  I  communicated  my  faid  pur- 
“  chafe  unto  my  loving  friendsjohn  Throckmorton, 
and  othets,  who  then  delired  to  take  Ihelter 
“  here  with  me.  And  whereas  by  God’s  merciful 
“  affiPcance  I  was  the  procurer  of  the  purchafe, 
not  by  monies  nor  payment,  the  natives  being 
fo  Ihy  and  jealous  that  monies  could  not  do  it, 

“  but  by  that  language,  acquaintance  and  favour 
with  the  natives,  and  other  advantages  which  it 
pleafed  God  to  give  me  ;  and  allb  bore  the 
charges  and  venture  of  all  the  gratuities  which 
I  gave  to  the  great  fachems,  and  other  lachems 
and  natives  round  about  us,  and  lay  engacred  for 

a  loving  and  peaceable  neighbourhood  with  them, 

“  to  my  great  charge  and  travel  ;  it  was  therefore 
thought  fit  that  I  Ihnuld  receive  fome  confidera- 
“  tion  and  gratuity.”  Thus,  after  mentioning  the 
faid  thirty  pounds,  and  faying,  “  this  fum  I 
“  received  ;  and  in  love  to  my  friends,  and  with 
refpedl  to  a  town  eittd  place  of  fuccour  for  the  di~ 
freffed  as  aforefaid,  I  do  acknowlcge  this  laid  fum 
“  and  payment  a  full  fatisfadioo  he  went  on  in 
full  and  ftrong  terms  to  confirm  thofe  lands  to 
faid  inhabitants ;  referving  no  more  to  himfelf 
and  his  heirs  than  an  equal  llure  with  the  reft  • 
his  wife  alfq  figning  the  deed. 


I  TIWST 
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I  TRUST  the  reader  will  excufe  the  length  of  this 
account,  when  he  confidcrs  that  thel'e  were  the  foun^ 
dations  of  a  now  flourilhing  colony,  which  was  laid 
upon  fuch  principles  as  no  other  civil  government 
ever  had  been,  as  we  know  of,  fince  Antichrift^'s 
firft  appearance;  and  Roger  WiLLiAMs  juftly 
claims  the  honor  of  having  been  thefirft  legiflator 
in  the  word,  in  its  latter  ages,  that  fully  and  cf-* 
fedlually  provided  for  and  eftablifhed  a  free,  full 
‘‘  and  abfolute  Liberty  of  Conscience^.’* 

None  might  have  a  voice  in  government  in  this 
new  plantation,  who  would  not  allow  this  liberty. 
Hence  about  this  time  I  find  the  following  town 
aft,  viz.  It  was  agreed  that  Jolhua  Verin,  upon 

breach 

*  Hijfory  of  PrO'Tjidence*  The  MafTachufetts  were  fo  far  from 
favouring  this  caufe,  that  their  General  Court  of  March  1 2, 
1638,  pafTed  this  adl,  viz.  Whereas  a  letter  was  fent  unto 
this  court,  fubferibed  by  John  Greene,  dated  from  New-Provi- 
dence,  and  brought  by  one  of  that  Company,  wherein  the  court 
is  charged  with  ufurping  the  pomjer  of  Chrift  over  the  Churches  and 
mens  confciences,  notwithftanding  he  had  formerly  acknowledged 
his  fault  in  fuch  fpeeches  by  him  before  ufed  ;  it  is  now  urdered, 
that  the  faid  John  Greene  lhall  not  come  into  this  jurifdi^iorij^ 
npon  pain  of  imprifonment  and  further  cenfure.  And  becaufe  it 
appears  to  this  court  that  fome  others  of  the  fame  place  are  con¬ 
fident  in  the  fame  corrupt  judgment  and  pradlicc,  it  is  ordered, 
that  if  any  other  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  plantation  of 
Providence  lhall  come  within  diis  jurifdi(Etion,  they  lhail  be  ap¬ 
prehended,  and  brought  before  fome  of  the  magiHrates,  and  if 
they  will  not  difclaim  the  faid  corrupt  opinion  and  cenfure,  they 
lhall  be  commanded  prefently  to  depart,  and  if  fuch  perfons  Ihall 
after  be  found  within  this  jurifdidlion  they  fhall  be  imprifoned^ 
and  panifhed  as  the  court  fnail  fee  cauieP’ 

Majfachufeits  Records. 

Lanfientable  cafe  indeed!  that  no  inhabitant  of  that  infant 
plantation,  who  were  not  able  to  fend  out  fhipping  themfeives, 
g*  the  colony,  where  many  of  the  neceflaries  as  well 
as  comforts  of  life  were  only  to  be  obtained  by  them;  but 
they  muft  either  be  expofed  to  diffemble,  or  to  fuffer  impri- 
fonment,  if  not  worfe  ;  for  how  could  they  honeftly  declare  that 
the  MaiTachufectjdid  not  uftirp  a  power  over  men’s  eonfdexice^ ! 
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breach  of  covenant,  or  reftraining  liberty  of  con- 
lacnce,  lhall  be  withheld  from  the  liberty  of  voting 
till  he  lhall  declare  the  contrary.”  It  appears  froin 
Mr.  Hubbard,  that  the  way  in  which  he  rcftrained 
that  liberty  was,  in  not  letting  his  wife  go  to  Mr. 
Wiihams’s  meeting  fo  often  as  flie  was  called  for. 
Venn  foon  removed  to  Barbados,  and  left  his  in- 
tereft  in  Providence  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  has  caufed 
much  trouble  fince. 

We  will  now  turn  to  the  affairs  of  Rhode-Idand 
people,  who  on  March  7,  1638,  figned  the  follow¬ 
ing  inltrument :  “  We  whofe  names  are  under-writ¬ 
ten  do  Iwear  folemnly,  lin  the  prcfence  of  Jehovah 
to  incorporate  ourfelves  into  a  body  politic,  and  as 
he  lhall  help  us,  will  fubmit  our  perfons,  lives  and 
eftates,  unto  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  King  of 
Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords,  and  to  all  thofe  moft 
perfedl  and  ablolute  laws  of  his,  given  us  in  his  ho¬ 
ly  word  of  truth,  to  be  ^id^d  and  judged  thereby. 

“Thor/ias  Savage^  William  ColdingtoH, 

Willtam  Dyre,  ’Join  Clarke., 

Willi  ’m  Freeborne,  WHUam  Flutchinfon, 


Philip  Sherman, 
John  Walker, 
Richard  Carder, 
William  Bauljlone, 


John  Coggjhall, 
William  Afpinwall, 
Samuel  Wilbore, 
John  Porter, 


Edward  Hutchinfon,  fen.  Edward  Hutchinfon,  jun. 
Henry  Bull,  .  ‘  John  SanfordWP 

Randal  Holden, 

This 

II  Cohny  Ric$ri!.  Of  theff  Willfam  Hutchinron  died  on  the 
iflsnd;  (be  other  Hutehisfonr,  Afpinwall  and.  Savage,  went 
back,  got  reCoKCileci,  and  were  promeied  in  ihi  Mtiiachufetti 
colon jf  afterward.  Near  all  the  others  were  cooCderablv  pro- 
znoted  afierward  in  Rhnde-Ifland  colony,  and  have  poilerity  Hill 
remairiirg  therein.  All  but  two  of  the  above  nineteen  mea 
were  difarmed  by  the  fenteace  of  November  20,  1637,  and 
wbuli  iffo  were  Msffieari  CgddisgtoA  atd  Hoides.  Apd  Mef- 

dcurs 


I 
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This  was  doubtlefs  in  their  view  a  better  plan 
than  any  of  the  others  had  laid,  as  they  were  to  be 
governed  by  the  perfeft' laws  of  Chrift.  But  the 
queftion  is,  how  a  civil  polity  could  befo  governed, 
when  he  never  created  any  fuch  ftate  under  the  gof- 
pel  ?  As  much  as  they  had  b^n  againft  the  legal 
covenant,  yet  they  now  went  back  to  the  firft  order 
of  government  after  Ifrael  came  into  Canaan,  and  - 
to  imitate  it  chofe  Mr.  Coddington  their  judge,  and 
Mr.  Nicholas  Eafton,  J.  Coggfhall,  and  William 
Brenton,  elders  to  affift  him.  This  form  continu¬ 
ed,  till  on  March  12,  1640,  they  altered  it,  and 
chofe  Mr.  Coddington  Governor,  Mr.  Brenton 
Deputy-Governor,  and  Meffieurs  Eafton,  Cogg¬ 
fhall,  William  Hutchihfon,  and  John  Porter,  Affift- 
ants,  Robert  Jefferies  Treafurer,  and  William 

Dyre  Secretary  ;  which  form  continued  till  they  re¬ 
ceived  a  charter. 


fieurs  Coddington,  CogglhaH,  Baulfton,  E.  Hutchinfon,  Wil- 
bore.  Porter,  Bull,  Sherman,  Freeborn  and  Carder,  were  all 
excluded  or  driven  out  of  the  Maffitchufetts  colony  bv  an  aft 

*^38,  in  thefe  words,'viz. 

Whereas  you  have  defired  and  obtained  licence  to  remove 
yourfeives  and  your  families  out  of  this  jurifdiaion,  and 
for  that  information  hath  been  given  to  the  court,  that  your 
intent  is  only  to  withdraw  yourfelves  for  a  feafon,  that  you  may 
avoid  the  cenfure  of  the  court,  for  feme  things  that  may  be  ob- 
jefted  againft  you  ;  the  court  doth  therefore  fignify  unto  you 
that  you  may  depart  according  to  the  licence  given  you,  fo  as 
your  families  be  removed  before  the  next  General  Court.  But  if 
your  families  be  not  fo  removed,  then  you  are  to  appear  at  the 

ft  r  farther  order  of  the  court  herein.”  Mr. 
Nicholas  Eafton,  of  Newbury,  who  went  to  Newport,  and  Mef- 

efTi  «r‘ft  Waterman.  Thomas  Olney,  and 

ft  Weftcoat,  of  Salem,  who  went  to  Providence.  weL  alfo 
nc  uded  in  this  fentence.  Befide  thefe  there  were  William 

[ohn  Odlin,  Richard  Wayte,  and  others  that  were  difarmed  at 

P  Bur 
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But  before  we  proceed  further  upon  their  affairs, 
it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  Aflembly, 
who  met  at  Bolton,  September  6,  1638,  made  the 
two  following  laws. 

1.  “  Whereas  it  is  found  by  fad  experience, 
that  divers  perfons,  who  have  been  juftly  call  out 
of  fome  of  the  churches,  do  profanely  contemn  the 
fame  facred  and  dreadful  ordinance,  by  prefenting 
themfelves  over-boldly  in  other  aflemblies,  and 
fpeaking  lightly  of  their  cenfures,  to  the  great  of¬ 
fence  and  grief  of  God’s  people,  and  encourage¬ 
ment  of  evil-minded  perfons  to  contemn  the  faid 
ordinance ;  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  whofoever 
fltall  Hand  excommunicated  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
months,  without  labouring  what  in  him  or  her  lieth 
to  be  reftored,  fuch  perfon  lhall  be  prefented  to  the 
Court  of  Affiftants,  and  there  proceeded  with  by 
fine,  imprifonment,  banifhment,  or  further,  for  the 
good  behaviour,  as  their  contempt  and  obfeinacy 
upon  full  hearing  lhall  deferve.” 

2.  “The  court  taking  into  confideration  the 
neceflity  of  an  equal  contribution  to  all  common 
charges  in  towns,  and  obferving  that  the  chief  occa- 
fion  of  the  defeft  herein  arifeth  hence,  that  many 
who  are  not  freemen,  nor  members  of  any  church, 
do  take  advantage  thereby  to  withdraw  their  help, 
in  fuch  voluntary  contributions  as  are  in  ufe ;  it  is 
therefore  hereby  declared,  that  every  inhabitant  in 
any  town  is  liable  to  contribute  to  all  charges  both 
in  church  and  commonwealth  whereof  he  doth  or 
may  rec(;ivc  benefit ;  and  withal  it  is  alfo  ordered, 
that  every  fuch  inhabitant  who  fhall  not  voluntarily 
contribute  proportionably  to  his  ability  with  other 
freemen  of  the  fame  town,  to  all  common  charges, 
as  well  for  upholding  the  ordinances  in  the  churches 
at  otherwife,  fhaU  bs  compelled  thereto  by  afiTelT- 

mcRt 
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mcnt  and  diftrefs,  to  be  levied  by  the  conftable  or 
other  officer  of  the  town,  as  in  other  cafes  ■j'. 

Here,  my  dear  countrymen,  let  us  make  a  little 
paufe.  Not  long  fince,  in  the  prefence  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  gentlemen,  mention  was  made  of  the  former 
perfecutions  in  New-Eng!and,  upon  which  one  of 
their  legiflators  arofe  and  faid,  “  it  is  monftrous  cru¬ 
elty  and  injuftice,  thus  to  rake  up  the  aflies  of  our 
good  fathers,  and  to  reproach  their  children  there¬ 
with,  when  we  never  think  of  thofe  tranfaftions  wdth- 
out  grief  and  abhorrence !”  If  fo,  why  are  thofe 
deeds  imitated  by  our  prefent  rulers  ?  And  why  do 
the  people  love  to  have  it  fo  ?  Certainly  the  fupport 
of  good  order  and  government  in  the^  church  is  of 
greater  importance  than  minifters  maintenance;  and 
to  vindicate  the  methods  then  taken  to  fupport  the 
former  of  tbefe,  Mr.  Cotton  brought  that  plain 
text,  thou  Jhalt  furely  kill  him,  hecauje  he  hath  fought 
to  thrujl  thee  away  from  the  Lord  thy  God ;  and,  laid 
he,  “  this  reafon  is  of  moral,  that  is,  of  univerfal 
“  and  perpetual  equity  y.”  But  I  never  heard  any 
man  fay  fo  of  that  other  text,  thou  fhalt  give  it  me 
now,  and  if  not,  I  will  take  it  by  force,  which  is  the 
moll  like  the  praflice  of,  many  in  this  generation  of 
any  thing  that  I  could  ever  find  in  our  biblc.  Go¬ 
vernor  Winthrop  informs  us,  that  the  next  May 
after  the  above  laws  were  pafled,  Mr.  Cotton,  ia 
preaching  from  Heb.  viii.  8,  taught  that  whea 
‘‘  magiftrates  are  forced  to  proceed  for  the  main- 
tenance  of  minifters,  &c.  then  the  churches  are 
in  a  declining  ftate.  Here  he  fhewed  that  the 
minifters  maintenance  ftiould  be  by  voluntary  con- 
tributiony  But  the  law  to  impov/er  their  execu¬ 
tive  court  to  punifh  excpmmunicates,  for  difregard- 
ing  the  churches  authority,  was  repealed  the  next 

O  2  fall, 

f 

t  MafTachufetts  Records.  H  Bloody  Tenet  wafhed,  p,  67- 
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p  atlice  upon  it  in  Watertown  moved  Nathaniel 

Tr  ft  "'  brought  before  the  quar-' 

I  «  7.  1643,  and  fined 

founds-,  iin6.  John  Stowers,  for  reading  of  divers 

«  paffages  (before  company)  out  of  a 

boox,  againft  the  officers  and  church  of  Watcr- 

'Za  fZ  difturbance  there,  was 

Brifropi-?'  ^  Ailiings.”  This  feverity  brought 
W  w!.  "  and  then  his 

taken  §.  The  minifters  thus  left  it  to  the  fecular 
arm  to  convince  him,  and  faid,  “  his  arguments 

•‘  dTnv  Zn  ‘  for  h.  ,L  ftall 

eny  the  exerting  of  the  civil  power,  to  provide 
for  the  comfortable  fubfiftence  of  them  that  preach 

erudiendust  quam  avgumentOt 

Z  are  wont,  negare principia, 

le  km  that  ts  taught  communicate  ta  him  that  teach- 
etb  in  all  good  thmgs-f that  is,  he  that  ffiall  deny 
fueh  an  exertion  of  power,  is  rather  ^to  he  taught  L 
a  cudgel  than  argument,  as  they  fay  of  them  who  are 
wont  to  deny  jirjl  principles.  But  let  us  take  heed 
that  we  are  not  impofed  upon,  by  a  confounding  of 
two  things  together,  which  are  as  diftind  in  their 
nature  as  light  and  darknefs  are,  namely  duty  itfelf 
and  the  right  way  of  enforcing  of  it.  The  duty  of 
Orrering  daily  or  continual  thankf^ivinzs  to  our  ^reat 
creator,  and  of  a  liberal  communication  to  Chrifi’s 

called  facrifices  tq 

God,  m  Heb.  xiii.  and  why  do  our  rulers  neHed  to 
enforse  the  daily  exercife  of  family  worffiip,  by  the 

, ,  fame 

$  MafTachufetts  Records. 

■f  Hubbatd-Msl&diHfeu?  Hillory,  rol.  i,  p.  427. 
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fame  fword  as  they  do  miniftcrs  maintenance  ?  Is 
not-  God’s  honor  of  greater  concernment  than  men’s 
livings  are !  A  college  was  founded  tips  year  in 
Newtown,  which  for  that  reafoq  was  called  Cam¬ 
bridge  i  and  the  importance  of  receiving  karning  at 
that  or  like  places,  to  qualify  men  for  the  miniftry, 
has  been  much  infilled  upon  ever  fince ;  and  thofe 
who  have  not  been  educated  at  fuch  places  have 
commonly  bgen  called  laymen.  And  arnong  the 
many  refle(5lions  that  have  been  call  uppn  thep,  one 
is,  that  they  often  beg  the  queftion  in  argument. 
But  v^ho  are  guilty  of  this  mean  lort  of  conduft  now? 
The  quellion  between  us  is  nc.,  whether  it  be  the 
duty  of  thofe  who  are  taught  to  communicate  unto 
their  teachers  or  not ;  but  it  is,  whether  that  duty 
ought  to  be  enforced  by  the  fword,  or  only  by  in- 
ftruftion,  perfuafion  and-good  example  ?  And  what 
have  learned  minifters  ever  done  towards  proving 
their  fide  of  the  queftion  better  th^n  begging  ! 

The  great  events  of  this  year  have  taken  up  con- 
fiderable  room,  yet  I  muft  requeft  a  place  for  a  few 

articles  more,  that  will  affedl  the  following  part  of 
pur  hiftory  r  ^ 


Om' 


i 


T  ^^4  r  1  •  %  ^ ^  Piiuoas  in£| 

1  ksew  11^  of,  which  flie  gave  me  when  we  came  there.  By  the 

11“’'  with  convulfion  fi„,  cur  beer  a«d  water 

*  ank,  our  bjfe€|  w.as  moulded  and  roue^,  and  our  chosf#  ilfp. 
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Ow  June  5  Uncas,  the  fachem  of  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  “  having  entertained  iome  of  thePequods, 
came  to  the  Governor  at  Bofton  with  a  prefent, 
and  was  much  dejedted  becaufe  at  firft  it  was  not 
accepted  ;  but  afterward,  the  Governor  and  Coun¬ 
cil  '^being  fatisfied  about  his  innocency,  they  accept¬ 
ed  it ;  whereupon  he  promiftd  to  fubmit  to  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  Englilh,  both  touching  the  Pequods  he 
had  received,  and  as  concerning  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  Narraganfets  and  himfelf;  ahd  confirmed 
all  with  this  compliment ;  laying  his  hand  upon  his 
■  heart, 

fo  that  we  fufFered  much  hardfhip,  being  twelve  weeks  ia  our 
paflage  j  bL‘t  Oed  Fas  grscious  to  us«  and  led  ui  fafe  through 
the  grea;  deeps  ;  and  ere  we  went  on  Ihore  came  one  and  enquir¬ 
ed  for  me,  and  told  me  a  friend  that  was  gone  from  Bofton  to 
Rhode-Iftand  hsd  left  me  his  houfe  tt  rojourn  in,  and  to  which 
fve  went,  and  two  families  more  with  ui,  who  went  fuddcnly  to 
their  friends  and  oiher  relations  in  the  country  ;  and  I  being  ve- 
f  jr  poor,  was  neccffi  .ated  to  work  daily  with  my  hoe,  for  the 
fpace  of  aimed  three  Feaks.  The  magidrates  were  told  by  the 
mirddert  that  I  was  an  Antinomian^  and  dcfired  they  would  net 
fuffer  ms  to  abid^  in  their  paletot*  But  within  the  time  limited 
by  ihcir  law  in  that  cafe,  two  Itrangers  coming  to  Bofton  from 
Pirca«*aqua,  hearing  of  me  by  mere  accident,  got  me  to  go  with 
them  to  that  plantation,  and  preach  there,  where  1  remained 
about  foar  years,  and  then  being  feot  for  back  to  England,  by 
my  aged  father,  I  returned  with  my  wife  and  one  child,  about 
three  years  old,  and  die  great  with  another.  We  came  fafe  to 
London  on  the  24th  of  December,  1641,  in  which  year  the  maf- 
facre  in  Ireland  broke  forth,  and  the  next  year  wars  brake  forth 
in  England,  between  King  and  Parliament.”  Acaunt  of  bis  ouum 
lifim  He  embraced  the  Baptift  principles,  gathered  a  church  of 
that  perfeafion  in  London,  and  ufed  feldom  to  have  lefs  than  a 
thoufand  auditors.  He  baptized  Mr.  Henry  Jedfey,  anemiaent 
minider  in  that  city,  and  others  ;  fufFered  much  for  religion, 
continued  pador  of  that  church  till  he  died  in  London,  Septem¬ 
ber  19, 1691,  aged  93*  Crejby*  And  though  he  was  reproached 
as  an  ADtinomian,  yet  Dr«  Mather  fayi  he  had  <<  a  refpedful 
••  character  in  the  churches  of  this  wildernefi.”  Magnolia,  b.  3, 
p.  7.  After  his  return  to  England,  “  he  fufFered  deeply  in  the 
9*  caufe  of  nonconformity,  betr.g  univerfaily  efteemed  and  belov* 

€d  by  all  his  brcthfcn^''  Ntal^  vol#  p.  2x6, 
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heart,  he  faid,  this  heart  is  not  mine,  hut  yours ;  I 
uoill  never  believe  any  Indian  againfi^  the  E,nglifi  any 
more  and  fo  he  continued  ever  after. — Lncas  was 
alive  and  well  in  the  year  1680*. 

,Mr.  Cotton  had  entertained  a  favourable  opinion 
of  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  and  when  Ihe  was  u{Xjn  exa¬ 
mination  before  the  court  that  banilhed  her,  he  was 
afked  what  he  thought  of  her  revelation  concerning 
her  deliverance  ?  He  replied,  “  if  ftie  doth  look  for 
for  deliverance  from  the  hand  of  God  by  his  provi¬ 
dence,  and  the  revelation  be  in  a  word,  or  according 
to  a  word,  I  cannot  deny  it.”  Upon  which  Mr  En- 
dicot  faid,  “  you  give  me  fatisfadlion.”  “  No,  no, 
(faid  Mr.  Dudley)  he  gives  me  none  at  all — You 
weary  me,  and  do  not  fatisfy  me.”  Mr.  Nowcl 
laid,  “  1  think' it  is  a  devilifh  delufion.”  And  Go¬ 
vernor  Winthrop  faid,  “  of  all  the  revelations  that 
ever  I-heard  of,'  I  never  heard  the  like  ground  laid 
as  is  for  this.  The  enthufiafts  and  Anabaptijls  had 
never  the  like.”  Mr.  Dudley  added,  “  I  ntvpr  faw 
fuch  revelations  as  thefe  among  Anabaptijls,  therefore 
am  forty  that  Mr.  Cotton  fhould  Hand  to  juftify 
her-,”  and  he  and  others  of  the  court  would  have 
brought  him  upon  trial  alfo,  but  the  Governor  pre¬ 
vented  it 

After  a  year’s  confideratipn,  Mr.  Cotton,  at  a 
public  fall,  December  13,  1638,  ‘‘ did  confefs  and 

bewail, 

•  Winthrop — Huhhard,  Mr.  Hubbard  dates  bis  coming  in 
July,  but  I  follow  the  Governor  who  afted  in  the  affair.  Un- 
cas’s  head  quarters  w^re  about  eight  miles  above  the  mouth  of 
New-London  river,  on  the  weft  fide  of  it  ;  and  though  they,  as 
well  as  other  Indians,  are  greatly  diminifhed,  yet  a  confiderable 
body  of  that  tribe  remain  there  to  this  day.  In  1741  a  remark¬ 
able  work  of  God  was  wrought  among  them ;  a  church  of 
Chriftian  Indians  was  afterward  gathered,  and  continues  there, 
many  of  whom  give  great  evidence  of  true  piety'.  Mr.  Samfoa 
Occum  is  of  that  tribe. 

t  Maffachttfetu  Hiftory,  vol.  2,p.  5i4>S^5* 
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'  dnZ  ’  1 own  fecufity  and  cre¬ 
dulity,  whereupon  fo  many  and  dangerous  errors 

had  gotten  up  and  fpread  in  the  Churches,  and 

went  over  all  the  particulars,  and  lliewed  how  he 

came  to  be  deceived  ;  the  errors  being  formed,  in 

Sood  nf"S'  preached,  and  the 

fallhood  of  the  rnaintainers  of  them  was  fuch,  as 

they  i^uaCy  would  deny  to  him  what  they  had  de- 

to  Gathers.  He  acknowledged  that  fitch  as 

had  been  ftducers  of  others  (inftancing  in  fome  of 

t^hofe  of  Rhode-inand,  though  he  named  them  not) 

ad  been  juftly  banilhed ;  yet  he  faid  fuch  as  only 

had  been  milled,  and  others  who  had  done  any  thing 

confcience  (not  being  grofly 
evil)  mould  be  born  withal,  and  firft  referred  To  the 
church,  and  if  that  could  not  heal  them,  they  Ihould 
rather  be  imprifoned  or  fined  than  banilhed,  it  bein^ 
hkely  that  no  other  church  would  receive  them  ~ 
It  he  were  not  convinced,  yet  he  was  perfuaded  to 
an  amicable  compliance  with  the  other  minifters,  by 
a  ftudious  abftaining  on  his  part  from  all  expreffions 
that  were  like  to  be  offenfive';  for  although  it  was 
thought  he  did  ftill  retain  his  own  fenfe,  and  eniov 
his  own  apprehenfion,  in  all  or  moft  of  the  things 
then  controverted  \as  is  manifeft  by  fome  exprefi 
fions  of  his  in  a  treatife  of  the  new  covenant,  fmee 
publifted  by  Mr.  Thomas  Allen,  of  Norwich)  yet 
was  there  an  healing  of  the  breach  that  had  been 
between  him  and  the  r^ftof  the  elders,  and  a  putting 
a  ftop  to  the  courfe  of  errors  in  the  country  for  the 
future.  By  that  means  did  that  reverend  and  worthy 
minilter  of  the  gofpel  recover  his  former  fplendor 
throughout  the  country  of  New-England  J.” 

This  ’ 


^■J  Roger  Harlakenden,  one  of  the  ma- 

gutratrs,  died  at  Cambridge,  November  17,  this;  car.  Winthm, 

nSt 
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This  ycafj  upon  an  occurrence*  Governor  Win- 
thro]»  wrote  to  Mr.  Clarke  at  Aquetneck,  and  filled 
him,  “  a  phyfician  and  a  preacher  to  thofe  of  that 
“  ifland.”  'v 

We  are  now  come  to  an  event  v/hich  has  made 
much  noifc  in  the  world,  I  mean  Mr.  Williams’s 
baptifm.  The  reader  may  remember  that  he  was 
charged  with  advancing  principles  at  Plymouth  that 
tended  to  Anabaptilm,  and'  that  he  filled  Salem 
therewith  j  and  could  he  have  found  an  agreeable 
adminiftrator,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  would  have 
negleSled  the  putting  of  this  principle  into  pradlicc 
ib  long  as  he  did.  At  length,  being  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  exile  in  a  heathen  land,  it  is  probable  he  conclud¬ 
ed  that  the  cafe  about  baptifm,  which  Mr.  Robinfort 
recites,  was  applicable  to  theirs,  which  is  in  thefe 
words : 

“  Zanchy,  upon  the  fifth  to  the  Ephefians,  treat¬ 
ing  of  baptifm,  propounds  a  queftion  of  a  Turk 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  to  faith, 
by  reading  the  new-teftament,  and  withal  teaching 
his  family,  and  converting  it  and  others  to  Chrift  •, 
and  being  in  a  country  whence  he  cannot  eafilyt 
come  to  Chriftian  churches,  whether  he  may 
baptize  them,  whorn  he  hath  converted  to  Chrifti 
he  himfelf  being  unbaptized  ?  He  anfwers,  I 
doubt  not  of  it  but  that  he  may,  and  withal  pro¬ 
vide,  that  he  himfelf  be  baptized  of  one  of  the 
three  converted  by  him.  The  reafon  he  gives 
is,  becaufehe  is  a  miniftcr  of  the  word  extraordi¬ 
narily  ftirred  up  of  Chfift  :  And  fo  as  fuch  a 

\ 

Neat*  thft  fafhe  titne  a  church  was  gathered  at  E>:erer,  on  Pifea- 
taqua  river>  and  foon  after  Mr.  Wheelwright,  at  his  and  their' 
t-eqaeft,  was  difraiiTed  with  others  to  it,  the  church  ot 

Bofton,  aad  became  their  miniftcr.  Hubbard,  Thefe  fadls  help 
to  diftiover  the  fpirii  oi'  thofe  times. 

K  Bninifter 
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minifter  may^  with  the  cohfent  of  that  fmall 
church,  appoint  one  iif  the  eommunicanfs,  and 
provide  that  he  be  baptized  by  him^/’ 

Mr.  Williams  took  fuch  a  method,  with  only  this 
difference,  that  one  of  the  community  was  firft  ap¬ 
pointed  to  baptize  him,  and  then  he  baptized  the 
reft  ;  for  Mr.  Hubbard,  fays  he,  was  baptized  by 
one  Holliman,  then  Mr.  Williams  rebaptized  him, 
and  fonie  ten  more.’’  With  this  Governor  Win- 
throp  agrees,  and  fees  the  date  of  it  in  March,  1639. 
The  Governor  called  Holliman  a  poor  man^  and 
Hubbard  ftilcs  him  a  mean  fellow ,  but  after  the 
year  1650  I  find  him  more  than  once  a  deputy  from 
the  town  of  Warwick  in  their  Genera!  Court.  The 
above  gentlemen  reprefent  that  Mrs.  Hiatchinfon’s 
fifter,  the  wife  of  one  Scott,  ftirred  Mr.  Williams  up 
to  this  a(flion  ;  though  afterward  Mr.  Hubbard  docs 
not  pretend  to  certainty  as  to  that,  and  fays  it  was 
difficult  for  one  to  give  an  cxa6t  account  ©f  their 
religious  affairs  in  that  colony,  that  did  not  live 
among  them ;  and  it  is  certain  that  he  and  the  Go¬ 
vernor  were  both  miftaken  in  calling  thofc  of 
Providence  all  Anabaptijis.^*  For  it  appears  from 
under  Mr,  Williams  s  own  hand,  IcventcCn  years 
kfter,  that  Arnold  and  Carpenter,  two  of  the  firft 
twelve,  were  not  fuchj;  neither  have  I  met  with 
any  proof  that  Gorton,  Wefton  01^  Waterman, 
who  went  to  Warwick,  were  ever  of  that  denomi¬ 
nation  f. 

Before 

^  koblnfon’s  anfwer  to  Bernard,  p.  422. 

X  Maffachufects  Hidory,  voL  3,p.  277. 

t  This  Baptift  church  at  Providence  appears  to  be  the  fecond 
focicty  of  that  denomination  in  all  the  Brtiifh  empire. 
There  had  been  many  of  them  intermixed  with  other  focieties 
from  their  firll  coming  out  of  Popery,  but  their  firft  diftiin^ 
church  in  our  nation  was  formed  out  of  the  independent  church 
in  London,  whereof  Mr.  Henry  Jacob  was  paftor  from  1616  to 

1624. 
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Before  this  time  Mr.  Peters  was  got  to  be  mini* 
fter  of  Salem,  and  he  wrote  to  the  church  of  Dor- 
chcfter  on  July  i,  this  year,  to  acquaint  them  that 
their  great  cenfure’’  was  paft  upon  Roger  Williams 
and  his  wife,  John  Throgmorton  and  his  wife, 
Stukely  Weftcot  and  his  wife,  Mary  Holliman,  and 
the  widow  Reyes,  and  that  all  but  two  of  thefe  were 
rebaptized 

Befides  the  above  men,  we  arc  well  informed  that 
Williarn  Wickenden,  Chad  Brown,  and  Gregory 
Dexter,  were  of  this  Baptift  church  in  Providence, 
and  in  1765  Governor  Hopkins,  who  is  not  a  Bap¬ 
tift,  faid,  this  firft  church  of  Baptifts  at  Provi- 
dence  hath  from  its"  beginning  kept  itfelf  in  rc- 
“  pute,  and  maintained  its  difcipline  to  this  day ; 
hath  always  been,  and  ftill  is,  a  numerous  con- 
gregation,  and  in  which  I  have  with  pleafure  ob- 
ferved  very  lately  fundry  defeendents  from  each 
of  the  above  named  founders,  except  Holliman*.’^ 
It  feems  he  removed  away. 

I  am  fenfiblc  that  this  teftimony  is  very  difFerent 
from  the  accounts  of  many  New-England  hiftorians, 

P  2  who 

he  went  to  Virginia,  and  Mr.  John  Lothrop  was 
cliofen  in  his  room.  Princess  Chrsnology^  But  nine  years  after* 
feveral  perfons  in  the  fodety,  finding  that  the  congregation 
kept  not  to  their  iirft  prindplcs  of  reparation,  and  being  alfo  con¬ 
vinced  that  hafti/m  was  not  to  be  adminiftred  to  ii^anis^  but 
fuch  only  as  profefTed  faith  in  Chrift,’’  defircd  and  obtained 
liberty,  and  formed  thcmfclves  into  a  dlllind  church.  Sept.  I2» 
^^33/  having  Mr*  John  Spilfbury  for  their  minifter,  A  fccond 
Baptift  church  was  conftituted  in  London  this  year,  but  J  believe 
later  in  the  year  than  ours  at  Providence.  Crefiy's  Hijforyy  vol.. 
I,  p.  148,  149.  Mr.  Lothrop  came  overtoBofton  in  1634,  was 
minifter  a  while  at  Scituate,  and  then  at  Barnftable.  PPintbrop, 
--^Prince* 

t  Maftachufetts  Hiftory,  vol.  i,  p.  421. 

^  Hiftory  of  Providence.  Olney  and  Dexter  were  much  im¬ 
proved  in  day  j.ji  public  offices  ia  the  colony. 
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■who  reprefent  that  the  church  foon  broke  up,becaufe 
Mr.  Williams  did  not  walk  long  with  it.  His  flop 
in  that  travel  Governor  Winthrop  mentions  in  July- 
following  j  and  Richard  Scott,  who  afterward  turn¬ 
ed  to  the  Quakers,  fays,  “  I  walked  with  him  in 
“  the  Baptijis  way  about  3  or  4  months,  in  which 
“  time  he  brake  from  the  fociety,  and  declared  at 
“  large  the  ground  and  reafons  of  it  that  their 
“  baptifm  could  not  be  right,  becaufe  it  was  not 
“  adminiftred  by  an  apoftle.'  After  that  he  fet 
upon  a  way  of fetki-Kg  (with  two  or  three  of  them 
“  that  had  diflented  with  him)  by  way  of  preaching 
and  praying;  and  there  he  continued  a  year  or 
“  tw'o,  till  two  of  the  three  left  him.  That  which 
“  took  moft  with  him  was  to  get  honor  amongft 
men.  After  his  fociety  and  he  in  a  church  way 
were  parted,  he  then  v/ent  to  England,  and  there 
“  got  a  charter ;  and  coming  from  Bofton  to  Pro- 
videnee,  at  Seaconk  the  neighbours  of  Provr- 
dence  met  him  with  fourteen  canoes,  and  car- 
ried  him  to  Providence.  And  the  man  being 
■“  hemmed  in  the  middle  of  the  canoes,  was  fo 
*•*  elevated  and  tranfported  out  of  himfelf,  that  I 
“  was  condemned  in  myfclf,that  amorgft  the  reft  I 
“  bad  been  an  inftrument  to  fet  him  up  in  bis  pride 
“  and  folly.*— Though  he  profefled  Uleriy  ef  con>- 
Jcienee^  and  was  fo  zealous  for  it  at  thefirft  coming 
home  of  the  ehartsr,  that  nothing  in  government 
“  muft  be  atfied  till  that  was  granted  ;  yet  he  could 
“  be  theforwardeft  in  their  government  to  profecute 
againft  thofe  that  could  not  join  v/ith  him  in  it; 

“  as  witnefs  bis  prefenting  of  it  to  the  court  at 
Newport -j-.** 

Thus  Qiiakers,  as  well  as  Ptedobaptifts, could  caft 
©ut  hard  reflexions  againft  him;  whether  juftly  or 

not» 

t  Scott's  letter  in,  George  Fax’*  anfwer  to  • 
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not,  the  reader  when  he  has  heard  the  whole  /lory 
will  jud  ge.  Ac  prefenc  I  would  only  remark,  that 
this  mrn  had  been  Mr.  Williamses  neighbour  38 
years  when  he  wrote  this  letter,  and  the  Ipiric  of  it 
fully  proves  that  he  was  not  prejudiced  at  all  in  his 
or  the  Baptift’s  favour ;  yet  the  fafts  according  to 
him  were,  that  but  two  or  three  perfons  went  off 
with  Mr.  Williams,  leaving  the  reft  in  a  church  way 
ftill ;  neither  does  he  fay  a  word  of  Mr.  Williams’s 
expeding  to  be  an  apoftle  himfelf.  Indeed  as  to 
that  point,  Mr.  Hubbard  goes  no  further  than  to 
fay,  “  expedling  (as  was  fuppofed)  to  become  an 
apoftle  and  Governor  Winthrop  has  the  fame 
parenthcfis ;  fo  that  it  Vv^as  no  mere  than  a  fuppoji- 
tion  in  that  day,  but  a  late  hiftorian  has  delivered  it 
off  as  fad,  without  the  parenthcfis ;  and  Dr.  Mather, 
from  his  grandfather  Cotton,  fays  they  broke 
forth  into  Anabaptifm^  and  then  to  AntthapUjm 
and  Familifm^  and  now  finally  into  m  church  at 
all  J.”  Such  naked  untruths  have  one  generation 
after  another  told  about  thefe  people ! 

An  evident  caufe  of  Mr.JW’illiams’s  refraining 
from  a  farther  proceeding  in  church  ordinances,  was 
an  apprehenfion  of  the  neceffity  of  a  vijibk  fuccejjiqn 
of  regular  ordinations  from  the  apoftles,  to  impowdr 
men  to  it,  whkh  fucccffion  he  could  not  find  :  Yet 
how  fond  arc  many  minifters  in  our  day  of  this  fuc^ 
ce£ive  notion  ?  A  minifter’s  preaching  upon  it  was 
vindicated  in  the  Bofton  Evening- Poft  of  May  9, 
1774,  which  informs  us  that  the  preacher  faid, 
God  the  Father  fent  forth  the  Son;  he  fent  forth  the 
apoftles  as  the  Father  fent  him  ;  they  fent  forth 
others,  with  command  to  commit  thefe  things  to 
faithful  men.  And  the  preacher  faid  that  Chrift 
had  never  committed  this  power  (to  put  into  office) 

to 


J  Magnalie,  b,  j,  p.  9. 
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‘‘  to  any  but  fuch  as  were  in  office ;  and  confe- 
quently  no  other  had  a  power  to  put  out  of  office  ” 
But  I  am  not  afraid  boldly  to  affiert,  that  I  verily 
believe,  according  to  this  doeftrine,  there  is  not  a 
minifter  this  day  under  heaven  but  what  muft  ftop 
from  adminiftring  baptifm,  as  Mr.  Williams  did,  if 
they  were  as  honeji  as  he  was.  A  minifter  in  Con- 
nedicut  a  few  years  ago  publiffied  a  pamphlet  to 
fupport  the  above  opinion  ;  wherein,  to  get  over 
tne  difficulty  that  anfes  for  want  of  any  proof  of  fuch 
a  lineal  lucceffion,  he  obierved  that  none  under  the 
kw  were  to  be  priefts  but  the  lawful  pottcrity  of 
Aaron  ;  yet  fuppofing  a  baftard  fon  of  that  family 
Inould  have  pofterity,  in  fo  long  a  fucceffion  that 
tne  knowledgeof  his  illegitimacy  was  loft,  he  alTerted 
that  fuch  priefts  might  well  be  admitted  into  office 
With  others.  According  to  which  dodrine,  know¬ 
ledge  rnufl  be  very  detrimental  to  fuch  priefts,  and 
ignorance  muft  be  the  mother  of  fuch  devotion.  The 
, minifter  who  publiflied  faid  pamphlet  is  a  truftee  of 
Yale  College ;  and  likely  he  is  better  acquainted 
with  philofophy  and  Ichool  divinity  than  he  is  with 
his  bible,  or  clfe  he  v/ould  have  known  that  Ezra 
the  prieji,  a  jeribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven  (in 
diftintftion  from  ail  earthly  gods)  refufed  to  admit  or 
•fuffer  men  upon  negatives :  And  fuch  as  fought,  but 
could  not  jfwnf  THEIR  REGISTER,  Were, as  polluted,  put 
from  the priejiheod.  Ezra  ii.  62.  And  if  we  review 
the  text  that  is  aow  fo  much  harped  upon,  we  lliall 
find  that  the  apoftolic  fucceffion  is  in  the  line  oi  faithful 
men,  and  no  others  are  truly  in  it,  though bre¬ 
thren  have  -fometimes  crept  in  unawares. 

Mr.  John  Spilfbury,  paftor  of  the  firft  Baptift 
church  in  London,  fays,  “  becaufe  feme  think  to 
fliLit  up  the  ordinance  of  God  in  fuch  aftrair,  that 
“  none  can  come  by  it  but  through  the  authority 

of 
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of  the  popedom  of  Rome  j  let  the  reader  confi- 
der  whd  baptized  John  the  Baptift  before  he  ba[K 
tized  others,  and  if  no  man  did,  then  whether  he 
did  not  baptize  others,  he  hittifelf  being  unbap¬ 
tized.  We  are  taught  by  this  what  to  do  upon 
the  like  occaifion.  I  fear  men  put  more  than  is 
of  right  due  to  it,  that  fo  prefer  it  above  the 
church,  and  all  other  ordinances ;  for  they  can 
afllime  and  ereft  a  church,  take  in  and  caft  out 
members,  cleft  and  ordain  officers,  and  admini- 


fter  the  /upper,  and  all  anew,  without  looking  after 
fucceffion,  any  further  than  the  feriptures ;  but  as 
for  baptifm,  they  muft  have  that  fucceffively  from 
the  apoftles,  though  it  comes  through  the  hands 
of  Pope  Joan.  What  is  the  caufe  of  this,  that 
men  can  do  all  from  the  word  but  only  bap- 
tifm  ?” 


The  learned  Mr.  John  Tombs  alfo  in  that  daj 
produced  the  foregoing  paflage  from  Zanchy,  for 
the  fame  purpofe  that  I  have  now  done*. 

I  would  juft  add,  that  though  the  exprefs  rule  to 
Ifracl  was,  that  every  male  muft  needs  be  circumcifed 
at  eight  days  old,  or  be  cut  off  from  their  people, 
yet  this  general  rule  was  fo  far  difpenfed  with  in  0 
particular  cafe,  that  circumcifton  ,was  omitted  forty 
years  in  the  wildernefs;  and' multitudes  jof  them 
flood  before  God,  and  entered  into  or  renewed  their 
father  Abraham’s  covenant  in  the  plains  of  Moab, 
who  yet  were  not  circumcifed  till  after  they  came 
over  Jordan.  Deut,  xxix.  Jolhua  v.  4 — >7.  But  the 
Chriftian  church  had  been  through  aworfc  vvildcrncfs 
than  that  ol  Arabia,  between  the  apoftolic  age  and 
that  we  are  now  treating  of ;  therefore  that  ancient 
example  feems  to  give  light  in  the  cafe  before  us. 

Mr. 


*  Crofty,  vol.  i,p.  103— !oj. 
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Mr.  Pelatiah  Mafon,  who  was  born  near  Provi- 
flence  ferry  in  1669,  his  fons  (three  of  whom 
are  now  public  preachers  in  Swanzey)  that  he  heard 
from  the  fathers  of  that  day^  that  in  the  trial'they 
then  had,  they  heard  that  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
,or  fbme  in  thole  parts,  had  a  regifter  of  a  regular 
fucceffion  from  the  apoftles,  and  had  thoughts  of 
fending  Mr.  Thomas  Olnry  (who  fucceeded  Mr. 
Williams  as  their  pallor)  into  that  Country  for  it  j 
but  at  length  concluded  that  fuch  a  courfe  was  not 
expedient,  but  believing  they  were  now  got  into  the 
right  way,  determined  to  perfeverc  therein. 

Mr.  Hubbard  fpeaking  of  that  colony  fays,  “  as 
to  matters  of  religion^  it  was  hard  to  give  an  cxaft 
account  to  the  world  of  their  proceedings  theicin, 
by  any  who  have  not  been  conyerfant  with  them 
from  the  beginning  of  their  plantations  *,  yet  this 
was  commonly  faid  by  all  that  ever  had  any  occa- 
fion  to  be  among  them,  that  they  always  agreed  in 
this  principle,  that  no  man  or  company  of  men  ought 
to  be  mokjled  by  the  civil  power  upon  the  account  of  re¬ 
ligion,  or  for  any  opinion  received  or  praSiifed  in  any 
matter  of  that  nature  ;  accounting  it  no  fmall  part  of 
their  'happinefs  that  they  may  therein  be  left  to  their 
own  liberty  •,  by  which  means  the  inhabitants  are  of 
many  different  perfuafions.  But  what  tendency  that 
■  liberty  had,  by  fo  long  experience,  towards  the  pro¬ 
moting  of  the  power  of  godlinefs,  and  purity  of 
religion,  they  are  bell  able  to  judge  chat  have*  had 
occafion  to  he  moll  converfant  amongft  them.'^’ 

By  this  and  many  other  pafiages,  that  learned 
•writer,  as  well  as  Governor  Winthrop,  difeovered 
more  candor  of  mind  toward  Mr.  Williams  and 
Rhode-lfland  colony,  than  almoft  any  other  of  the 
Malfachufetts  writers  have  ever  done,  firll  or  lall. 
bir.  Hubbard  fays,  “  at  Rhodc-Illand  they  gather¬ 
ed 
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ed  a  church,  but  in  a  very  difordered  way  ;  taking 
in  fome  excommunicate  perlons,  and  others  which 
were  members  of  the  church  of  Bofton,  but  not  dif- 
mifled  ; — yet  had  they  afterwards  one  Mr.  Clarke 
for  their  minifter,  who  had  been  bred  to  learning.’^ 
At  the  General  Court  at  Bofton,  M^rch  1 3,  1 639^ 
John  Smith,  for  difturbing  the  public  peace,  by 
combining  with  others  to  hinder  the  orderly  gathcr«^' 
ing  of  a  church  at  Weymobch,  and  to  fet  up  another 
there,  contrary  to  the  orders  here  eftablifhed,  and 
the  conftant  praftice  of  all  oiir  churches,  and  for 
undue  procuring  the  hands  of  many  to  a  blank  for 
that  purpofe,  is  fined  26 1.  and  committed  during 
the  pleafure  of  the  court  or  the  council, 

Richard  Silvefter,  for  going  with  Smith  to  get 
hands  to  a  blank,  was  disfranchifed  and^  fined  forty 
fhillings. 

Ambrofe  Morton*,  for  calling  the  church  cove¬ 
nant  a  {linking  carrion,  and  a  human  invention,  and 
faying  he  wondered  at  God's  patience,  feared  it 
would  end  in  the  iharp,  and  faid  the  minitters  did 
dethrone  Chrift  and  fet  up  themfelves,  he  was  fined 
10 1.  and  counfellcd  to  go  to  Mr.  Mather  to  be  ih^ 
ftru6led  by  him^.  Thomas  Mackpeacc,  becaufe 
of  his  novel  dirpofition,  was  informed  we  were  wea'^ 
ry  of  him  unlels  he  reformed. 

The  fourth  of  the  2d  month  was  thought  fit: 
for  a  day  of  humiliation,  t6  feck  the  face  of  God^ 
and  reconciliatibn  with  him  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
in  all  the  churches.  Novelties,  opprefiion,  Atheifm^ 
cxcefs,  fuperfluity,  idlenefs,  contempt  of  authority, 
and  troubles  in  other  parts,  to  be  remembered, 

Mr.  Robert  Lcnthal,  upon  his  free  acknow¬ 
ledgment  under  his  hand,  given  into  the  court,  was 

**  Mr.  Richard  Mather,  of  Do rchcll#r. 

appointed 
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appomtcd  to  appear  at  the  next  court,  and  enjoined 
to  acknowledge  his  fault,  and  give  fatisfaflion  to  the 
church  at  Weymouth,  and  to  give  a  copy  of  that 
iie  gave  into  the  court  to  the  church  of  Weymoufli. 

John  Smith  and  John  Spur  are  lx)und  in  40k 
to  pay  20I.  the  firft  day  of  the  next  court*.” 

Mr.  Lentbal  went  to  Rhode-Mand,  was  admitted 
a  freeman  there  on  Auguit  d,  1^40  j  and  he  kept 
fchool  and  preached  there  for  a  while,  but  before 
■March,  1642,  was  gone  for  England.  The  firft 
fcttlement  of  the  ifland  began  the  fame  fpring 
they  purchafcd  it,  the  fecond  the  fpring  after  ;  the 
latter  of  which  was  named  Newport,  on  May  16, 

1639  ;  the  other  was  called  Portfmouth,  at  a  f^eneral 
court,  March  12,  1640.  ° 

At  a  General  Court  at  Bofton,  Oft.  8,  1640,  “  it 
is  ordered,  that  the  letter  lately  lent  to  the  Governor 
by  Mr.  taton,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Haynes,  Mr. 
Coddington,  and  Mr.  Brenton,  but  coming  aifo  to 
the  Genera!  Court,  Iball  be  thus  anfwered  by  the 
Governor,  that  the  court  doth  alTent  to  all  the  pro- 
pofitions  laid  down  in  the  aforefaid  letter,  but  that 
the  anfwer  lliall  be  dircfled  to  Mr.  Eaton,  Mr. 
Hopkins  and  Mr.  Haynes  only,  excluding  Mr.  Cod¬ 
dington 

♦  Majfachufetts  Ricerds.  Their  crirae  was  this,  Mr.  Lenthal 
lield,  thsit  only  bsptil/n  was  tlie  door  of  entrance  into  the 
vifible  church  ;  the  common  fort  of  people  did  eagerly  em* 
brace  hjs  opinion,  and  fpme  laboured  to  get  fueh  a  church  on 
foot,  as  all  baptized,  ones  might  communicate  without  any 
further  trial  of  them  ;  for  this  end  they  procured  many  hands 
in  Weym©ttth  to  a  blank,  intending  to  have  Mr.  LenthaPj 
advice  to  the  form  of  the  call.— Mr.  Lenthal,  having  before 
conferred  with  fome  of  the  magiftrates  and  minifters,  did  open- 
**  ly  and  freely  rctradl’-^fo  the  court  forbore  any  further  cenfure, 
though  it  was  much  urged  by  fome.**  Hubbard.  The  nexrt 
court  Smith  was  fino^!  1.  more  for  contempt ;  but  upon  making 
his  fubmiffion,  and  prefenung  his  r&oney,  he  got  releafed  br 
paying  15  1.  Recar ds^ 
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dington  and  Mr.  Brenton,  as  men  not  to  be  capitu¬ 
lated  withal  by  us,  either  for  themfelves  or  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  illand  where  they  inhabit,  as  their  cafe 
liandeth"^/’  Eaton  was  of  New-Haven,  die 
other  of  Connefticuc,  which  had  no  more  of  a 
charter  from  England  than  Rhode-Ifland  had ; 
Therefore  it  was  a  difference  about  religious  affairs 
that  caufed  this  partiality. 

Our  neighbours  of  Plymouth  had  procured 
from  hence  this  year  one  Mr.  Chauncy,  a  great 
fcholar  and  a  godly  man,  intending  to  call  him 
to  the  office  ot  a  teacher;  but  before  the  fit  time 
‘‘  came,  he  difeovered  hisjudgment  about  baptifm, 
that  the  children  ought  to  be  dipt^  and  not  fprink* 
led.  There  arofe  much  trouble  about  it.  The 
magiftrates  and  the  elders  there,  and  the  mod  of 
the  people,  withftood  the  reviving  of  that  praBice^ 
not  for  itfelf  fo  much  as  for  fear  of  worfeconfe- 
quences;  as  the  annihilating  our  baptifrn,'  &c; 
Whereupon  the  church  there  wrote  to  all  the 
other  churches,  both  here  and  at  Connefticut, 
for  advice,  and  fenc  Mr.  Chauncy’s  arguments, 

T  he  churches  took  thern  into  confideration,  and 
wrote  feveral  anfwers,  wherein  they  fhewed  their 
diifent  from  him,  and  clearly  confuted  all  his 
arguments ; — yet  he  could  not  give  over  his 
opinion  ;  and  the  church  of  Plymouth,  being 
much  taken  with  his  able  parts,  w'erc  very  loth  to 
‘‘  part  with  him.  He  did  maintain,  alfo  that  the 
Lord  s  flipper  ought  to  be  adminiftred  in  the 
evening,  and  every  Lord’s  day.  And  the  church 
at  Sandwich  (where  one  Mr.  Leveridge  was  mi- 
nifter)  fell  into  the  practice  of  it.  But  that  being 

0^2  “  a  matter 


T  K  Rteorii,  They  at  this  court  granted  to  Mr. 

“gfit  to  Fifher’s  Ifland,  whifk 

tUlJ  belongs  to  lu3  polkrity. 
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“  a  matter  of  no  great  ill  confequence,  fave  fomc 
V  outward  inconvenience,  there  was  little  ftir  about 
“  k.  This  ]\4r,  Chauncy  was  after:  called  to  office. 
**  in  the'  church  of  Scituate*.” 

At  a  quarter  court  at  Bofton,  Dec.  i,  “  the  jury 
found  Hugh  Buet  to  be  guilty  of  herefy,  and  that 
liis  perfon  and  errors  are  dangerous  for  infection  of 
others.  It  is  ordered  that  the  faid  Hugh  Buet  ffiould 
be  gone  out  of  our  jurifdidlion  by  the  24th  prefent, 
upon  pain  of  death,  and  nof  to  return  upon  pain  of 
being  banged.’"  This  is  the  firft  inftance  that  I  find 
upon  the  Maffiachufetts  records  of  banifhmcnt  for 
herefy  upon  this  penalty.  Two  years  before  they 
baniffied  three  perfons  at' once,  on  pain  of  death,  for 
adultery.  The'  records  give  no ‘account  of  what 
Buet’shcrefy  was.butGovernorWinthrop  fays,  it  was 
*’  for  holding  he  was  free  from  original  fin,  and 
from  aftual  alfo,  for  half  a  year  before,  and  for  hold- 
fng  that  true  Chriftians  are  enabled  to  live  without 
Committing  adtual  fin.”.  ”  ‘  '  ■ 

The  learned  and  pious  Mr.'Henry  Dunftar  came 
ever  this  fummer,  and  on  Augufl:  27  was  chofen 
Prefident  of  Harvard  College,  which  flourilhed  under 
his  care  and.  influence  fourteen  years;  till  having 
openly  renounced  infant  baptifm,  fuch  a  temper  was 
ipanifefted  againft  him  on  that  account,  that  he  re- 
figned  that  officef.”  About  this  time  it  appears 
by  Mr.  hooker  s  letters,  that  many  inclined  toward 
the  Baptift  way,  and  he  exprefied  his  apprehenfions 
that  the  number  would  increafet ;  which  it  feems 
moved  him  to  “  refolve  that  he  would  have  an  ar, 
gument  able  to  remove  a  mountain  before  he  would, 
recede  from”  infant  baptifm.  This  rcfolucion  Mr. 

Mitchel, 

*  Winthr©p’s  Journal.  - 

f  Magnalia,  b.  4,  p.  127,  I2g. 

I  Hiilory,  yol,  i^p.  227, 
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Mirchel,  thirteen  years  after,  adopted  from  him,  as; 
a  Ihield  againft  Mr.  Dunftar’s  arguments  §. 

The  eftate  of  Mr.  Humphry,  one  of  their  magi- 
Itrates,  being  much  impaired,  he  fold  his  plantation 
3t  Lynn  to  the  lady  Moody,  and  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land  She  foon  embraced  the  Baptift  principles, 
and  fuffered  therefor.  And  divers  of  thofe  at  Aquid- 
net  turned  profelTed  Anabaptijts^*  Mr.  Hubbard 
lays,  Nicholas  Eafton  u fed  to  teach  at  Newport, 
and  maintained,  that  man  had  no  power  nor  will 
in  himfelf,  but  as  he  was  afted  by  God ;  and  feeing 
that  God  filled  all  things,  nothing  could  be  or  move 
but  by  him,  and  fo  muft  needs  be  the  author  of  fin, 
and  that  a  Chriftian  is  united  to  the  elTence  of  God. 
Being  fhewed  what  blafphemous  confequences  would 
follow  therefrom,  they  feemed  to  abhor  the  confe¬ 
quences,  but  ftill  defended  thepofition.— Mr.  Cod- 
dington,  Mr.Cogglhalfiand  fome  others,  joined  with 
Nicholas  Eafton  in  :hofe  delufions ;  but  their  mini- 
fter,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Lenthal  and  Mr.  Harding, 
with  fome  others,  diflented  and  publicly  oppofed  ^ 
whereby  it  grew  to  fuch  a  heat  of  contention  that  it 
made  a  fchifm  amongft  them.^’  Mr.  Coddington 
and  Mr,  Eafton  afterward  joined  the  Quakers,  Mr* 
Clarke  and  his  friends  formed  the  firft  Baptift  church 
on  Rhode-llland, 

In  June  this  year  the  General  Affembly  of  the 
Maflachufetts  fent  to  Plymouth  to  know  why  they 
might  not  take  Seaconk  into  their  jurifdidion  5 
they  tried  for  it  about  three  years,  till  the  commif- 
Ijoners  of  the  united  colonies  confirmed  it  to  Ply¬ 
mouth. 

At  a  quarter  court  at  Bofton,  Sept.  7,  Mr.  Wil- 
a  man  of  learning,  who  had  married 

Mrs. 

^  Mitchel’s  Life,  p.  70. 

^  MalTachufetts  Hiftory,  vol.  j,  p.  15.  1|  Winthrep. 
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.^^ughter,  being^  “  found  a  fe- 
-  ,  and  brancis  Hutchinfon,  for  callino’  rhc 

church  of  Bofton  »  a  whore,”  &c.  were  bn 

^^*^b3.n][hed  upon  pain  of  deaih*  Ahmiff 

after  they  were  both  i^lltd  by  tht  fodi  1“  b 

^.heir  Hurchinfon.  towahs  New  Yo*  t 

at  planters  of  Rhode-Jfland  did  not 

ri.  lee  into  the  true  nature  and  grounds  oflibertv 
of  confcience,  but  their  alTembly  at  PorSufo 

perpetuana-v  ^7  /*^  confirmed  as  a 

perpetual  law.  And  at  an  affembly  in  Newoorr 

Sf  r  appointed  Meffis.  Coddin|ton’ 

Baulfton,  Porter  Dyer’ 
Clarke  Harding  and  Jefferies,  a  committee  m  Im’ 

prove  the  firft  and  beft  opportunity  that  pmfLmd' 

w  fend  home  for  a  charter,  and  L  wrife  to  Sir 

“rden^'  Th:“  cctrfif f 

AVilhams,  and  obtained  their  req  Jeff^  thJuah^fn^he 

mean  timea  moft  dreadful  broil  broke  out, “and  ore 
vailed  to  a  terrible  deor^p  .u  ’  ^“O  pre- 

take  the  follewieg  ac'o^t!  ® 

arrfiTat'iSn-r”"'  “  5"“  °r'«™!ng  from  London, 

jnved  at  Bofton  in  1 636,  and  doubtlefs  had  a  confi! 

j  thence  he  went  to  Plymouth,  where 

n"c.Td  ^  ' 

J  L  ,  to  take  him  in  hand  and 

required  bonds  of  him  for  his  good  behaviour.  T]"  s 

^ccafioned  his  departure  to  Rhode-Ifland,  where 

fuch  a  difficulty  arofe,  that  by  Mr.  Coddington’s 

h^came'rrP  f  ^  From  tLnce 

bv  Mrwin  seated 

by  Mr.  Williams  and  others  j  and  he  and  his  friends 

fat 


*  i^affachufcjts  HecQrd^, 
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lac  down  at  Pawtuxet,  now  called  Cranfton.  I  find 
by  the  records  that  Mr.  Gorton  bought  half  of 
kobert  Cole’s  intcrefl.  there  on  Jan.  10,  1641.  And 
as  the  court  at  Newport  in  March  following  dif- 
franchiled  Richard  Carder,  Randal  Holden,  Sainpfon 
Shatton,  and  Robert  Potter,  they  and  John  Wickes, 
who  had  follbwcd  Gorton  from  Plymouth,  came 
and  formed  a  confiderable  party  at  Pawtuxet.  And 
fuch  a  contention  was  raifed  between  them  and  the 
former  inhabitants,  “  as  they  came  armed  into  the 
“  field,  each  againfl:  other  •,  but  Mr.  Williams  pa- 
“  cified  them  for  the  prefenc.  This  caufed  the 
weaker  party  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Mafiachufetcs 
“  rulers,  complaining  of  the  wrong  they  fuffcred, 
“  defiring  aid,  or  if  not,  counfel  from  us.  We  an- 
“  fw'ered  them,  that  we  could  not  levy  war  without 
“  a  General  Court.  For  counfel  we  told  them, 
“  that  except  they  would  fubmic  to  fome  jurifdic- 
“  tion  (Plymouth,  or  &c.)  we  had  no  calling  or 
“  warrant  to  interpofe  in  their  contentions,  but  if 
“  they  would'fubmit  to  any,  then  they  had  a  cal!  to 
proteifl  them*.  How  dijferent  was  the  temper 
here  difcovered,  from  that  of  the  pious  Mr.  V/il- 
liams  ?  He  was  ever  ready  wherever  he  came  to 
exert  all  his  influence  to  make  peace  fo  far  as  he 
could  with  a  good  confcience,  but  the  court  at 
Bolton  feemed  willing  to  play  one  party  againft 
another,  till  all  would  fubmit  to  their  power* 
Gorton  took  a  like  method  to  defend  himfelf  againft 
them  ;  the  confequence  of  which  was  terrible  in¬ 
deed  ;  the  true  Hate  whereof  I  lhall  give  with  all 
the  exactnefs  I  can. 

William  Arnold,  Robert  Cole,  William  Carpen¬ 
ter,  and  Benediift  Arnpld,  of  Pawtuxet,  went  to  the 
General  AlTcinbly  at  Bolton,  Sept.  S,  1^42,  and 

•  Winthrop- Hubbard. 
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fubmitted  themfdvcs  and  their  lands  to  thatgovern* 
ment.  At  the  fame  time  Mr.  Leveret  and  Edwarci 
Mutchinfon  were  fent  to  Miantinomu  to  demand 
fatisfaflion  of  him,  and  firft  to  tell  him  “  of  credi¬ 
ble  information  received,  partljr  by  relation  of  the 
Indians  themfelves,^  that  they  have  drawn  in  many 
other  Sachems  to  join  with  the  Narraganfets,  in 
making  war  upon  the  Englilh.”  Bencdiifl  Arnold 
and  Ahauton,  the  Indian,  were  to  be  their  guides 
and  interpreters •y;  Then,  October  28,  a  warrant 
was  feht  from  Boftoh  to  cite  Gorton  and  his  friends 
to  come  to  their  court,  to  anfwer  to  the  complaints 
bf  Arnold’s  company  againft  them,  figned  by  the 
Governor  and  three  affiftants.  To  this  an  anfwer 
■was  returned  on  Nov.  20,  fignfed  by  Samuel  Gorton, 
Randal  Holden,  Robert  Potter,  John  Wickes,  John 
Warner,  Richard  Waterman,  William  Woodale, 
John  Greene,  Francis  Weflron,  Richard  Carder, 
Nicholas  Power  and  Sampfon  Shatton.  It  contained 
a  long  myftical  paraphrafe  upon  their  warranty  and 
many  provoking  fentcnces  againft  thofc  rtilers  and 
iheir  minifters,  and  a  refufai  to  come  to  them. 
But  in  order  to  get  out  of  their  reach  they  removed 
and  purchafed  Shawomet  for  144.  fathoms  of  wam¬ 
pum,  and  obtained  a  deed  of  it,  figned  by  Mian¬ 
tinomu,  Pomham,  and  others^  on  Jan.  12,  1643. 
John  Greene  had  received  a  deed  of  an  ifland,  neck 
of  land  and  meadow,  called  Ocupaffutuxet-cove, 
dated  Oiftober  i,'  1642,  figned  by  Miantinomu  and 
SocononcoJ. 

The  General  Court  at  Bofton,  May  10,  1643, 
appointed  Mr.  Atherton  and  Tomlyns,  with  Wil¬ 
liam 


•f  Hubbard-*— MafiachufettS' Recor<^s. 

X  Gorton’s  Defence-Callender-— Colony  Records.  The 
>44  fathom  ofpeag  it  is  faid  was  computed  at4ol.  1 6  s.  flsrlingi 
MsiiTachbifetU  Millory,  rol.  p,  l  , 


\ 
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iiam  Arnold  to  fpeak  with  Mr.  Greene,  Warner^ 
and  their  company.  On  June  22,  through  Bcnedift 
Arnold’s  influence  and  affittance,  Fumham,  Sachem 
of  Shavvomct,  and  Sacanochoj  Sachem  of  Pawtuxetj 
figned  at  Borton  a  fubmiffion  of  their  perfonS  and 
lands  to  that  government  5  and  Arnold  Was  allowed 
4I.  for  his  pains §.  Governor  Winthrop  tells  us 
that  they  had  2  or  300  men  under  them-.  The 
plea  for  this  adion  was,  that  Gorton’s  company  and 
Miantinomu  hadopprefled  thefeSachemSiand  wrong¬ 
ed  them  of  their  lands.  Fumhani  faid  he  was. forced 
to  fign  the  deed,  but  svould  take  none  of  the  pay. 
The  Governor,  with  another  .  magiftratCj  wrote  tc» 
Shawomet  people  about  it ;  and  alfo  to  Miantino¬ 
mu,  and  he  came  down  and  met  faid  Sachems  at, 
Boflon,  where  they  were  forced  toconfefs  that  they 
had  fometimes  fent  him  prefents^  and  bad  aided  him 
in  his  wars  againft  the  Fequods  5  yet  they  and  Ar¬ 
nold  would  have  it,  that  they  Were  as  free  Sachems 
as  he  waSj  becaul’e  their  people  paid  tribute  to  themi 
So  the  court  received  them  (as  is  before  noted) 
under  their  proteftioni  <We  are  told  that  be- 
fore  this,  Gorton  and  his  company  had  fent  a  writing 
of  four  fheets,  full  of  reproaches  againft  the 
magiftrates^  minifters  and  churches,  and  ftufted  . 
likewife  with  abfurJ  familiftial  ftuff,  and  wherein 
they  juftified  the  purchafe  of  the  Sachems  lands^ 
and  profefled  to  maintain  it  to  thedearh^/’ 
Mianciru>;riu  had  already  feen  Uneasy  a  warlike 
Sachem  to  the  weft  of  hini,  putting  himfeft  and  his 
people  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Englifti ;  and 

§  Majfachiifetts  Rettirds.  The  colonies  of  MaiTachcfetts,  Ply¬ 
mouth,  Gonnedient  and  New- Haven,  by  their  comrniiiioners, 
fin-ned  artlcks  of  confederation  tofrether  for  mutual  aiiiilance 
and  defence  on  May  i^43?  from  whence  they  were  called 
the  united  colanies# 

*  Hubbard, 

R  .  h<i 
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he  was  accufed  of  hiring  a  young  Pequod  to  murder 

nebroughc  the  young  man  with  him,  who 
told  the  court  that  Uncas  cut  his  own  arm  with  a 
ttint,  and  then  charged'  him  to  report  that  Mian- 
tinomu  had  hired  him  to  murder  him.  But  upon 
private  examination,  the  court  were  perfuaded  the 
young  man  was  guilty,  and  advifed  Miantinomu 
,io  lend  him  to  Uncas ;  but  inftead  of  doing  it,  he 

r  ,'f  returned  home* 

What  followed  till  his  own  death,  we  have  recorded 

by  Governor  Wmthrop,  in  a  more  diftind;  and  clear 
light  than  has  ever  been  publilhed,  I  lhall  therefore 
give  It  to  the  reader  in  his  own  words. 

Auguft  ^  Onkus  being  provoked  by  Sequaffion,  a 
Sacnem  of  Connedicqt  (who  would  not  be  perfuad- 
ecl  by  the  magiftrates  there  to  a  reconciliation)  made 
war  upon  him, and  flew  divers  of  his  men,  and  burnt 
up  his  wigwams  ;  whereupon  Miantinomu,  beincr 
his  kinfman,  took  offence  againft  Onktis,  and  went 
with  near  one  thoufand  men,  and  let  upon  Onkus 
before  he  could  be  provided  for  defence;  for  he 
had  not  then  with  him  above  three  or  four  hundred 
men.  But  it  pleafed  God  to  give  Onkus  the  vidory, 
after  he  had  killed  about  thirty  of  the  Narragan- 
fets,  and  wounded  many  more  :  And  amono-  thefe, 
two  of  Canonicus’s  fons,  and  a  brother  of*^Mian- 
tinomu,  who  fled  ;  for  having  on  a  coat  of  mail 
he  was  eafiiy  overtaken,  which  two  of  his  captains 
perceiving,  tney  laid  hold  of  him  and  earned  him 
to  Onkus,  hoping  thereby  to  procure  their  own  par¬ 
don.  But  fo  foon  as  they  came  to  Onkus  he  flew 
them  prefently;  and  Miantinomu  Handing  mute, 
he  demanded  of  him,  why  he  would  notfpeak  ?  If 
you  Isad  taken  me  (faith  he)  I  would  have  befou^ht  ■ 

-  T  u  r  yc)u 

Johnfon,  p.  182—1^4. 

t  Johnfon  calls  it  a  a#/,  and  both  he  and  Hubbard  fav  he 
had  u  of  Gorton. 
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you  for  my  life,  ^c.  The  news  of  Miantinomu’s 
captivity  coming  to  Providence,  Gorton  and  his 
company  wrote  a  letter  to  Onkus,  willing  him  to 
deliver  their  friend  Miantinomu,  and  threatned  him 
with  the  power  of  the  Englifh  if  he  refofed.  Upon 
this  Onkus  carries  Miantinomu  to  Hartford  to  take 
advke  of  the  magiftrates  there;  and,  at  Miantino¬ 
mu  s  earneft  entreaty,  he  left  him  with  them,  yet  as  a 
prifoner.  They  kept  him  under  guard,  but  tiled  him 
very  courteoully.  So  he  continued  till  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  united  colonies  met  at  Bofton -f-,  who 
taking  into  ferious  confideration  what  was  fafefl:  and 
beft  to  be  done,  were  all  of  opinion  that  it  would 
not  be  fafe  to  let  him  at  liberty  ;  neither  had  >ve 
fufficient  ground  for  us  to  put  him  to  death.  In 
this  difficulty  called  in  five  of  the  moft  judicious 
elders(itbeingin  the  time  of  the  general  allembly  of 
the  elders)  and  propounding  the  cafe  to  them,  they 
all  agreed  that  he  ought  to  be  put  to  death.  Upon 
this  concurrence  we  enjoined  fecrefy  upon  ourfelves 
.and  them,  left  if  it  ffiould  come  to  the  notice  of  ' 
the  Narraganfets,  they  might  attempt  fomcwhac 
apinft  Hartford  for  this  reafo'n,  of  might  fet  upon 
the  cornmiffioners,  &c.  upon  their  return,  to  take 
lome  of  them  to  redeem  him  (as  Miantinomu  him- 
felr  had  told  Mr.  Haynes  had  been  in  confultation 
amongft  them)  and  agreed  that  upon  the  return  of 
ffie  cornmiffioners  to  Hartford,  they  ffiould  fend  for 
Unkus,  and  tell  him  our  determination,  that  Mian¬ 
tinomu  ffiould  be  delivered  to  him  again,  and  he 

I  '  *  ^  came  within 

his  own  jurildiftion,  and  that  the  Engliffi  ffiould  go 

T  fee  the  execution.  And  if  any 

Indians  ffiould  invade  him  for  it,  we  would  fend  men 
to  defend  him.  If  Onkus  ffiould  refufe  to  do  it, 

then 

t  In  September* 
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then  Miantinomii  Ihoulcl  be  fent  in  a  pinnace  to 
Bofton,  there  to  be  kept  until  further  confidcration. 
The  reafons  of  this  proceeding  with  him  were 
thefe  :  i.  It  was  now  clearly  difcovered  to  us  that 
there  was  a  general  confpiracy  among  the  Indians  to 
cut  off  the  Englifl'j,  and  that  Miantinomu  was  the 
head  and  contriver  of  it.  2.  He  was  of  a  turbulent 
and  proud  fpirit,  and  would  never  be  at  reft.  3.  Al¬ 
though  he  had  promifed  us  in  the  open  court  to 
Tend  the  Pequod  to  Onkus,  who  had  fhot  him  in 
the  arm,  with  intent  to  have  killed  him  (which  was 
by  the  procurement  of  Miantinomu,  as  did  probably 
appear)  yet  in  his  way  homeward  he  killed  him, 
4.  He  beat  one  of  Pumham’s  men,  and  took  away 
his  wampam,  and  then  bid  him  go  and  complain 
to  the  Msffachufetts.  According  to  this  agreement 
the  commiffioners,  at  their  return  to  Connefticut, 
fent  for  Onkus,  and  acquainted  him  herewith,  who 
readily  undertook  the  execution  •,  and  taking  Mian¬ 
tinomu  along  with  him,  in  the  way  between  Hart¬ 
ford  and  Windfor  (where  Onkus  hath  fome  men 
^vveil)  Onkus’s  brother  following  after  Miantinomu, 
clave  hi^  head  with  an  hatchet,  fome  Englifli  being 
prefent.  And  that  the  Indians  might  know  that 
the  Englifh  did  approve  of  it,  they  fent  12  or  14 
niufqueteers  home  with  Onkus  to  abide  a  time  with 
him,  for  his  defence,  if  need  flbould 

Alas  !  when  good  men  get  into  an  evil  path, 
where  will  it  carry  them?'  The  next  news  we  hear 
is  as  follows,  September  12,  the  General  Court 
fent  a  w^arrant  to  require  Gorton  and  his  company 
to  come  to  BQfton,co  anfwer  the  Indians  complaints 
againft  them.  To  which  they  fent  a  verbal  anfwer, 
they  were  out  of  that  jurifdiftion,  %nd  would 
fubjeftioa  to  none  but  the  government  of  Old- 

■  England* 


ma. 
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England.  Upon  which  the  court  wrote  the  19th, 
informing  them  that  they  intended  to  fend  commif- 
fioners  for  to  feek  to‘  right  thefc  things  among 
them  §.  The  commiflioners  were,  Captain  George 
Cook,  Humphry  Atherton,  and  Edward  Johnfon, 
who  were  fent,  with  forty  able  men  to  attend 
**  them,  Vvhich  have  authority  and  .order  to  bring 
“  Samuel  Gorton  and  his  company,  if  they  do  not 
**  give  them  iatisfadlion.”  A  Major-General  was 
appointed  in  the  colonyj  and  the  country  put  into  a 
pollute  of  war.  They  of  Acjtiidneck  are  granteA 
“  to  buy  a  barrel  of  powder,  provided  Lieutenant 

Morris  give  caution  that  it  be  employed  for  the 
“  defence  of  the  Hand,  by  the  advice  of  the  Gover- 
“  norand  Deputy,  It  is  ordered  that  the  deputies  ' 

‘‘  fliould  acquaint  the  elders,  to  defire  them  in 
“  fpecial  manner  to  commend  this  undertaking  to 

«  God.” 

A  large  committee  of  magiftrates  and  deputies 
were  appointed  in  the  recefs  of  the  General  Court, 

“  not  knowing  (lay  they)  what  may  fall  out,  con- 
“  cerning  the  expedition  now  on  foot  againft  Sa- 
“  muel  Gorton,  and  the  reft  of  that  company. 

“  It  is  ordered  that  Pumham  and  Sochonoco 
“  fhould  have,  each  of  them,  lent  them  a  fowling- 
“  piece,  and  Benedidt  Arnold  hath  liberty  to 
“  ‘fupply  them  with  powder  and  fhot  as  he  fees  oc- 
“  eafion  -f.” 

Hearing  of  their  coming,  Gorton’s  company  fent 
a  letter  to  meet  them,  dated  September  28,  to  let - 
them  know,  that  if  they  came  in  a  way  of  loving 
neighbourhood,  they  were  welcome  •,  but  if  with  3  . 
band  of  foldiers,  they  charged  them  not  to  fet  foot 
on  their  land  at  their  peril.  The  commiflioners  • 

wrote 

^  Gorton’s  Defence. 
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wrote  a  reply,  fignifying  their  great  defire  of  ha 
ing  converiation  with  them,  wkh  hoprof  reo. 

-jng  them  from  their  errors  •  but  if  rha^ 

be  done,  that  they  fhould  then  “  lon^ 

“  men  prepared  for  flauihter  and  T 

fbould  addrefs  themfdvec  w.hh 
«  fpeed  ;»  which  we  mav  welT  L  r 
7furpnzing  to  their  wives  aL  child^ren^^and'^r  T'J 
3t  fcattered  and  occafioned  fome  of  their' deaths^ 

Some  of  Che  people  of  Providence  went  with  tho?; 
iCommifTioners  and  foldierc  anH  ^  a  ^ 

w.*  .x's 

the/h™rdoi?wro\rXCTrai°''’T 

and  alfo  held  blarphemous  error, 

offered  to  appeal  to  So?  S  men 

then  they  offered  to  lefve  tS  '  > 

ferent  men  in  this  counrrv  '^^forverfy  to  indif- 

fonable  that  a  trace  »a”  aX  „ 'on“'’K  "u 

A"d  S.'a°R™  “  “f 'fc'  cMrXn  t 

to  perluade  the  rulers  of  the  MafTachufetts  to  comolv 
with  this  propofal  Rnr  an  onC  »  to  comply 

dared  Ofl-nhe- o  c  c  returned, 

fr  .p  f  “  •‘■efufing  any  foch  thing*  After 
this  thole  men  were  ^  -ui 

Bofton  where  rh.  r  ,  ^  ^  f«''c>b]y  earned  to 

iiOltM,  Where  the  General  Court  by  ad  ournmenc 

met  Odfober  17,  when  the  amifirlnn  ^  id  • 
exhibited,  vi^z.  accufation  following  was 

“  Phe  charge  of  theprifoners,  Samuel  Gorton 

and  his  company.  'juiluh 

Upon  much  examination  and  feriotts  confidera- 
t,on,  of  yopt  writing,,  with  yoor  anfwet,  about 
em  we  do  charge  you  to  be  a  blarphemou,  enemy 
t  ilK  true  religion  of  our  Lord  jeta  Chri|/ 

and 


•  Gorton’s  Defence. 
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and  his  holy  ordinances,  and  alfo  of  all  civil  autho¬ 
rity  among  the  people  of  God,  and  particularly  ia 
this  jurifdiftion.  % 

‘‘  It  is  ordered  that  Samuel  Gorton  fhall  be  con¬ 
fined  to  Charleftown,  there  to  be  fet  on  work,  and 
to  wear  fuch  bolts  or  irons  as  rpay  hinder  his  efcape, 
and  to  continue  during  the  pleafure  of  the  court; 
provided  that  if  helhall  break  his  faid  confinement, 
or  fhall  in  the  mean  time,  cither  by  fpeech  or  writing, 
publifli,  declare  or  maintain  any  of  tne  blafphemous 
or  abominable  herefies  wherewith  he  hath  been 
charged  by  the  General  Court,  contained  in  either 
of  the  two  books  fent  unto  us  by  him  or  Randal 
Holden  ;  or  fhall  reproach  or  reprove  the  churches 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  in  thefe  united  colonies, 
or  the  civil  government,  or  the  public  ordinances  of 
God  therein  (Unlefs  it  be  by  anfwer  to  feme  queftions 
propounded  to  him,  or  conferrence  with  any  elder, 
or  any  other  licenced  to  fpeak  w^ith  him  privately 
under  the  hand  of  one  of  the  affiftants)  that  imme¬ 
diately  upon  acculation  of  any  fuch  writing  or 
Ipcech,  he  fliall,  by  focn  afliftant  to  whom  fuch  accu- 
fation  fhall  be  brought,  be  committed,  to  prifon  till 
the  next  court  of  affiftants,  then  and  there  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury,  whether  he  hath  io  fpoken  or  written, 
and  upon  convidtion  thereof  fhall  be  condemned 

and  executed.  Dated  the  third  of  the  ninth  month 
1643.”  » 

A  like  fentence  svas  pafTed,  by  which  John  Wicke3 
was  confined  to  Ipfwich,  Randal  Holden  to  Salem, 
Robert  Potter  to  Rowley,  Richard  Carder  to  Rox- 
bury,  Francis  Weflon  ro  DorchePrer,  and  [ohn  War- 

ur.r®  ■’  penalty  with  Gorton. 

William  Woodale  was  confined  to  Watertown  during; 

he  pleafure  of  the  court,  and  if  he  efcaped  to  bl 
summed  as  they  fee  meet.  Further, 
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It  is  ordered^  that  all  fuch  cattle  of  Samuel 
Gorton,  John  Greene-f,  &c.  as  have  been  or  ihall 
be  feized  ppon,  iOr  fuch  fatisfaftion  of  charges  as 
the  country  hath  been  put  unto^  by  fending  and 
fetching  them  in,  and  other  charges  about  the  trial 
in  the  court,  and  expcnce  in  the  prlfon  or  otherwife, 
fhall  be  appraifed  and  fold  to  the  moft  advantage, 
and  difpofed  of  accordingly,  and  the  overplus  to  be 
referved  by  the  treafurer  for  their  maintenance.-—If 
any  of  them  will  not  do  fuch  work  as  they  may,  and 
as  fhall  be  appointed  them,  they  are  to  be  left  to 
Ihift  as  they  may. 

‘‘  Richard  Waterman  is  difmilted  for  the  prefent^ 
ip  that  what  is  taken  of  his,  is  to  go  toward  pay^ 
menc  of  the  charge,  and  the  reft  of  his  eftate  is 
bound  in  lool.  that  he  fhall  appear  at  the  General 
Court  the  third  month,  and  not  depart  without  li¬ 
cence,  and  to  fubmitto  the  order  of  the  court. 

‘‘  Nicholas  Power  appearing,  and  denying  that  he 
fct  his  hand  to  the  firft  book,  was  difmilTed  with  ail 
admonition.  ^ 

F'or  appraifing  the  cattle  brought  from  Provi¬ 
dence,  the  prifoners  have  liberty  to  name  two,  Ro¬ 
bert  Turner  and  the  foldiers  two,  and  the  court  one. 
The  prifoners  refilling,  the  court,  Robert  Turner, 
and  the  foldiers,  chofe  Mr.  Colbron,  John  jephfon 
and  William  Parks  The  whole  of  the  afore- 
faid  charges  were  adjudged  to  amount  to  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  pounds.  They  were  detained  through 
the  winter  under  the  above  fentencej  but  finding 

that 

f  I  can*t  fad  that  Greene  was  carried  now  to  fiollon.  Hub¬ 
bard  fays  Woodale  was  found  to  be  an  ignorant  young  man.  . 

I  Mnffachufetts  Records*  Nicholas  Power,  and  many  of  his 
pofterity  have  been  of  good  note  among  the  Baptifts  in  Provi¬ 
dence.  Hubbard  fays  he  was  releafed  fresly,  for  that  h«5 
1“^  in  his  miader’shGufe.’’ 
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that  they  could  not  “  keep  them  from  feducing 
“  others,  nor  yet  bring  them  to  any  fight  of  their 
“  folly  and  wickednefs;  the  General  C^rt  (March 
“  7,  1644)  fent  them  away*.”  Ah,  fent  them 
iaway  fiire  enough !  it  was  with  the  words  following* 
viz. 

■  ‘  It  is  ordered  tiiat  Samuel  Gorton  and  the  reft 
bf  that  company,  who  now  ftand  confined,  fliall  be 
fet  at  liberty,  provided  that  if  they  or  any  df  them  ' 
fhal!,  after  foUrceeh  days  after  fiich  enlargement, 
feome  within  any  part  of  buf  jurifdiftiori,  either  m 
the  IVI affachu letts,  of  in  of  near  Erovidence,  or  any* 
bf  the  lands  bf  Pomhairi  and  SoConocho,  or  elfe- 
where  within  burjurifdicfioh,  then  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  fhall  be  apprehended^  wherefoever  they  may 
be  taken,  and  fhall  fuffer  death  by  courfe  of  law  : 
Provided  alfo,  that  during  all  their  continuance  iii 
our  bounds  inhabiting  for  the  faid  time  of  fourteen 
days,  they  lhall  be  ftill  bound  to  the  reft  of  the 
articles  of  their  fofrher  confinement,  upon  the  pe¬ 
nalty  therein  eifcprelTed -f.’* 

Such  a  way  of  treating  buf  fellow  fervaritsas  this, 

ivill  dbubtlefs  appear  very  furprizing  to  the  prefenc 

generatibn  ;  and  miny  will  be  ready  to  fay,  how  \ 

Was  it  poflible  for  any,  if  they  had  been  endowed 

With  the  leaft  fpark  of  Chriftianity,  or  eveii  huma- 

hityi  to  treat  their  neighbours  a§  thofe  rulers  did  ? 

Let  Captain  Johnfon,  who  was  one  of  the  three 

tommifiioners  that  took  them,  anfwer  the  queftion  * 
fays  he,  ■  -i  » 

That  holy  man  bf  God  Mr.  John  Cottorii' 
among  m^ariy  others;  hath  diligently  feafehed  for 
“  the  Lord’s  mind  herein,  and  hath  declared  feme 
‘‘  fudden  blow  to  be  given  to  this  blood-thlrfty 
.  ‘  moriftef  (the  man  of  fin)  but  the  Lord  hath  in- 

^  Hubbard,  f  Maffachufetts  Records. 

-  §  feparabl/ 
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“  i'cparably  joined  the  time,  means  and  manner  of 
this  work,  together ;  and  therefore  all  men  that 
expcdl  the  day  (of  his  falljmuft  attend  the  means.” 
Andfpeaking  of  Gorton  and  his  company,  he  fays, 
to  be  fure  there  be  them  in  New-England  that 
have  Chrift  Jefus  and  his  blcffcd  ordinances  in 
■“  fuch  efteem,  that  the  Lord  affifting,  they  had 
rather  lofc  their  lives,  than  fuffer  them  to  be 
thusblafphemed,  if  they  can  help  it;  and  whereas 
fome  have  favoured  them,  and  endeavoured  to 
“  bring  under  blame  fuch  as  have  been  zealous 
**  againft  thefr  abominable  do(5lrines,  the  good  God 
be  favourable  unto  them,  and  prevent  them  from 
coming  Under  the  like  blame  with  ■,  yet 
they  remain  in  their  old  way,  and  there  is  fome- 
“  what  to  be  conhdered  in  it  to  be  fure,  that  in 
thefe  days,  when  all  look  for  the  fall  of  Anti- 
*  chrift,  fuch  deteftable  doftrines  fliould  be  upheld., " 
and  perfons  fuffered;  that  exceed  the  bcaft  him- 
felf  for  blafphemy,  and  this  to  be  done  by  thofe 
“  that  would  be  counted  reformers,  and  fuch  as 
feek  the  utter  fubverfion  of  Antichrift*.” 

This  plain  account  of  the  rcafons  and  motives 
they  afled  Upon,  takes  off  the  edge  in  fome  meafure 
of  Gorton’s  keen  fatire  upon  them,  which  he  wrote 
from  Warwick,  Sept.  i6j  1656,^0  the  firft  Qiiakers 
that  were  imprifoned  in  Bofton,-  faying,  “  I  marvel 
“  wh‘at  manner  of  God  your  adverfaries  truft  in,  who 
“  is  fo  fearful  of  being  infeifted  w.ich  error,  or  how 
“  they  think  they  fhall  efcape  the  Wiles  and  power 
of  the  devil,  when  the  arm  of  fielh  fails  tl-ftm, 
“  whereby  they  feek  to. defend  themfelves  for  the 
“  prefent ;  fure  they  think  their  God  will  be  grown 
to  more  power  and  care  over  them,  in  and  after 
“  death,  or  elfc  they  will  be^loth  to  paft  through  it.’* 

Which 
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Which  remark  is  cutting  indeed,  if  we  leave  out  any 
confideration  of  duty  in  the  cafe ;  but  if  that  be 
brought  in,  then  it  is  prefumption,  and  not  faith,  to 
expedt  protection  and  fupport  from  God  in  a  way 
of  difregard  of  the  means  of  his  appointment. 
Hence,  the  error  of  fuppofing  that  God  has  appoint¬ 
ed  the  ufe  of  feeular  force  in  religious  affairs,  ought 
to  bear  all  the  blame  andfeandalof  thofe  cruel  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  and  inftead  of  venting  our  refentmeni 
againft  our  dead  fathers,  let  thefe  things  roufe  the 
living  to  repentance  and  reformation.  Thofe  fathers 
could  find  warrant  enough  in  the  old  teftament  for 
the  ufe  of  force  againil  idolaters  and  blafphemers  \ 
but  the  ufe  of  force  tocolleCi  the  priefts  fupport  was 
plainly  cenfured  in  thofe  rimes.  With  what  face 
then  can  thofe  who  prefefs  to  be  under  the  law  of 
liberty^  forcibly  take  a  farthing  from  any  to  maintain 
profeffed  minifters  of  him  who  has  faid,  freely  ye 
'have  received^  freely  give  \  and  who  commanded  his 
difciples  to  fhake  cf  \  and  therefore  not  to  carry  away^ 
fo  much  as  the  diift  of  a  city  or  houfe  that  would  not 
receive  them  ! 

It  is  likely  that  the  reader  would  want  to  know 
what  Gorton’s  fentiments  really  were,  which  were 
fo  offenfive.  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  he  evidently 
was  a  man  of  fmart  capacity,  and  of  confiderable 
learning,  and  when  be  pleafed  could  exprefs  his 
ideas  as  plainly  as  any  man  ;  but  he  ufed  fuch 
'myftical  method  in  handling  the  feriptures,  and  in 
fpeaking  about  religion,  that  people  are  not  agreed 
touhis  day  in  what  his  real  fentiments  were.  k  is- 
fo  common  for  parties  to  mifreprefent  the  opinions 
of  their  opponents,  that  little  regard  is  paid  by  many 
to  what  the  Maflachufetts  have  faid  againft  him,  I 
will  therefore  give  a  tafte  of  what  he  publifiied  to 
the  world,  not  in  a  way  of  controverfy,  but  o 

§  3  frieqdly 
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dace  I  have  given  ;  to  which  they  returned  an  an- 
fwer;  then  he  made  a  reply;,  Odober  6,  1656 
wherein  he  gives  various  remarks  upon  the  fenti- 
ments  cxprelTed  in  their  letter,  and  fL, 

k  ^  horn,  in  us  a  fon  is  given  « 

■  '.he  government  is  upon  his  Iboulder,  and  he 

IS  called  wonderful  Counfeilor,  the  mighty  God, 

the  everlafting  Father,  .  the  Prince  of  Peace  •  So 
that  wherever  this  lowly  and  meek  fpirit  is,  there 
IS  alfo  the  fpirit  of  the  Fion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
and  the  Lord  thereby  lhall  roar  out  of  Zion,  and 

<t  Jerufalem,  and  the  heavens 

earth  fiiall  lhake,  but  the  Ford  is  the 
<«  Rvopie,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  chil- 

.c  f  k"  iowlinefs  of  fpirit,  and  the 

iof Cleft  mind  that  ever  was,  are  never  feparated : 
for  thefe  twain  are  made  one  fo  as  never  to  be 
feparated  ^no  more  than  a  child  (in  point  of  all 
^  human  abilities)  and  the  Ancient  of  Days  lhall  •  ‘ 

«  fr,"'  kingdom  of  heaven  as  I 

little  child,  (o  vve  are  never  otherwife  in  the  fame 

refpecA,  which  we  know,  no  wifdom  human, 

^  ferpentine,  or  upon  principles  proper  to  a  crea- 
ture,  can  ever  yield  unto,  or  find  out;  and  there- 
fore  we  are  fouls  unm  the  world,  being  bereaved 
of  ah  their  principles,  in  regard  of  any  exerciih 
of  them  according  to  their  proper  intent  in  any 
of  our  deigns  -And  therefore  as  brute  beafts 
.  are  unto  them,  ib  are  they  to  us  in  the  chines  of 
«  God-  A.gain  he  fays,  ‘‘ we  conclude  thaf  the 
wifdom  of  God,  though  become  foolifhnefs  unto 
the  world,  yet  doth  it  contain  Efficiency  of  power 

“  in 

§  Obferve  the  word  of  truth  fays,  us  but  this  psrverter 

Icripture  fays,  w  a/.  , 
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in  argument  to  over-top  any  council,  fynod,  fy- 
nedrim  or  aflembly,  tompofed  by  human  art  and 
learning. — For  as  it  is  in  that  way  of  the  devil,' 
‘‘  to  propofe  his  temptations  from  the  Utter  of  the, 
fcriptures,  to  fubdue  Chrift  thereby;  fo  is  there 
fufficiency  of  fpirit  and  wifdooi,  in  the  true  inter- 
pretation  thereof,  to  confound  and  bring  them 
(in  the  party  propofing  them)  to  nought.  A 
Chriftian  is  ftill  faying,  let  there  be  light,  and  it 
“  is  fo  ;  he  (hall  ever  divide  the  light  from  the 
darknefs,  and  the  waters  that  are  above  the  firma- 
ment  from  the  waters  that  are  below  the  out- 
fpread  firmament.  In  a  word,  he  is  for  ever  to 
form  all  things  out  of  that  ancient  chaos  of  God 
and  man  being  made  one.’’  Once  more  he  fays, 
if  I  witnefs  to  the  Son,  word,  light,  life,  law,  or 
peace  of  God.  I  mud  witnefs  unto  the  being  of 
luch  a  thing,  that  fuch  a  thing  is,  as  alfo  to  the 
manner  of  its  being,  how  it  comes  to  be  fuch  a 
thing,  together  vvith  its  neceffary  and  proper 
‘‘  operations,  which  muft  inevitably  accompany 
fuch  a  manner  of  being,  with  the  comprehenfions ' 
and  extenfions  of  fuch  operations  and  motion,  or 
elfe  I  am  not  that  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  the 
beginning  of  the  creation  of  God^  or  that  head  and 
“  mafterpiece  of  his  work*]-.” 

Thefe  extradls  from  his  own  writings,  may  give 
the  reader  fome  idea  of  his  way  of  handling  the 
fcriptures.  Our  Saviour  vanquilFed  the  tempter 
by  appealing  to  what  was  written^  and  (hewing 
thereby  that  Satan  perverted  the  text  he  pretended 
to  quote  ;  but  the  lofty  mind  of  this  writer  foared  fo 
much  above  that  method,  as  to  fay  of  the  world  of 
mankind,  as  brute  beads  are  untQ  them,  fo  arc 

'  ^  they 

t  Thefe  letters  are  annexed  to  a  book  he  publl^ed  k  1656, 

p.  272—294. 
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tiiey  to  us  in  the  things  of  God.”  •  Well  them 

Matef'^  f "  '^r li'y-  “  '  ■’»  of 

MaRcr  Gorton  s  religion  than  of  Mafter  Cotton’s  • 

k  the?  complain  of  their  oijiimcy 

?  tncir  way  X  cannot  but  impute  it  to  his  i>loody  te- 

n  tmd  praftice,  which  ordinarily  gives  ftreneth 

refolution  to  the  moft  erroneous’ 
^hcn  fuch  unrighteous  and  moft  unchriftian  proceed- 
mgs  are  exercifcd  againft  themf.”  Befides  their  dif- 
emnce  about  golpel  doftrines,  they  evidently 

V^r^W-M-  following  points  of  pracftice. 
j.  Mr.  Williams  ufcd  great  plmnefs  of  fpeecb,  fo 

1. aat  his  meaning  was  obvious  to  common  under- 
Itandings  ;  but  Mr.  Gorton’s  writings  are  not  fo. 

2.  Mr.  Williams  openly  ftood  for  what  he  believed 
eo  be  the  truth,  m  the  face  of  the  greatoft  danger  j 
but  when  Mr.  Gorton  faw  himfelf  greatly  expofed 
jn  Bofton,  he  explained  their  myftical  writings  in 
iuch  a  manner,  that  Governor  Winthrop  faid, 

he  could  agree  with  him  in  his  anfwer,  though 
■not  in  their  writings  3.  Mr.  Williams  fet  a  no. 
foie  example  of  overcoming  evil  with  good ;  but 
Mr.  Gorton  w^as  fadly  enfnared  in  rendering  evil  for 
evil,  and  railing  for  railing  Though  after  he  had 
been  to  iingiand,  and  obtained  liberty  to  return  to 
and  enjoy  the  lands  they  had  purchafed,  he  and  fun- 
dry  Ox  his  fuffering  companions  became  very  uleful 
members  of  civil  fociety.  But  as  corruption  is  ever 
the  moft  dangerous  w'hen  covered  with  a  religious 
niaflc,  it  is  of  great  importance  for  us  all  to  learn  to 
diftinguiflt  between  that  and  true  religion.  Paul 
faid  to  the  contending  Corinthians,  ere  ye  not  camel 
and  walk  as  men  ?  The  fame  query  may  be  made 
concerning  thofe  contentions  betwixt  Gorton  and 
his  opponents. 

The 

t  Reply  to  Cotton,  ^p.  123,  *  Gorton’i  Defencf, 
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The  Maflachufetts  profcfled  a  high  regard  to 
their  charter,  when  they  banifhed  Mr.  Williams  5 
but  that  gave  them  no  right  to  any  land  or  govern¬ 
ment,  further  than  three  miles  fouth  of  their  bay, 
and  of  every  part  of  Charles  river ;  and  that  line 
croffes  the  great  poft  road  near  landlord  Maxey’s,  in 
Attleborough,  from  whence  to  PavVtuxet  river  is 
19  miles,  and  Shawomet  is  ftill  further  fouthward  ; 
yet  we  arc  plainly  told  that  Arnold  and  hiS  compa¬ 
ny  were  received  “  partly  to  draw  in  the  reft,  eithex” 
“  under  themfelves  or  Plymouth.”  Hubb&rd.  And 
when  Gorton  and  his  friends  were  got  out  of  Arnold’s 
'  reach,  two  petty  fachems  were  taken  in  to  found  a 
claim  upon,  though  it  was  known  that  Miantinomu 
was  fo  much  above  them,  that  he  fold  Provi¬ 
dence  and  Pawtuxet  over  their  heads  fome  years 
before,  in  which  was  contained  the  beft  title  that 
Arnold’s  company  had  to  their  lands.  What  work 
then  did  they  make,  in  firft  enticing  fubjeds  to  re¬ 
volt  from  their  prince,  and  then  in  killing  him  be- 
caufe  he  was  uneafy  about  it  !  Had  they  not  been 
blinded  with  fuch  a  seal  as  the  difciples  had,  when 
they  were  for  having  fire  to  come  down  and  con- 
fume  the  Samaritans,  furely  they  would  not  have 
violated  the  rules  ofjuftice  and  equity  as  they  did. 
They  tried  afterwards  to  vindicate  their  condud  by 
the  claim  of  Plymouth  to  that  land,  and  upon  an 
ad  of  the  commilTioners  of  the  united  colonies  con¬ 
cerning  it  ■*.  But  Plymouth  patent  extended  no 
farther  weft  ward  than  Narraganfct  river,  and  the 
utmoft  limits  of  Pocanokit  or  Sawamfet,  that  is  Ofa- 
maquin  or  MafalToit’s  territories  ;  and  we  have  be¬ 
fore  heard  how  they  fell  Ihort  of  the  lands  in  que- 
ftion.  Further  the  commilTioners  pleaded,  that 
Miantinomu  engaged  by  treaty,  not  to  begin  war 

with 


*  MafTachufects  Hiflory,  voL  i,p<  j, 
t  Prince’s  Chronology,  p.  197. 
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with  Uncas  without  firft  appealing  to  the  Englife 
yet  had  broken  that  agreement  §.  But  a  very  cre- 
dible  writer  of  their  own  informs  us,  that  Mianti- 
^omu  irft  fcnt  his  complaint  to  Hanford  ao-ainfl* 
Uncas  ;  and  when  they  refufed  to  meddle  in  Sequaf^ 
lion  s  quarrel,  he  would  know  whether  they  would 
be  offended  if  he  ^ould  make  war  upon  Uncas  ? 
And  that  they  left  hiip  to  .take  his  coiirfef,  fo  that 
their  cafe  in  truth  was,  like  that  of  other  invaders 
neighbour’s  rights  j  they  were  in  danger 
of  being  awfully  requited^  by  a  man  fo  fenfible 
and  powerful  as  Miantiijomu,  if  he  was  not  taJcen 
out  of  the  way.  This  evil  is  greatly  to  be  la¬ 
mented,  and  fliould  ever  ftand  as  a  folemn  warn¬ 
ing  to  us  all,  to  bew'are  of  taking  one  ftep  in- 
to  any  courfeof  injufticc,  deceit,  or  cruelty  ;  for  it 
will  furely  prove  bittcrnefs  in  the  latter  end. 

Had  Gorton  been  duly  aware  of  this,  he  would 
not  have  armed  Miantinomu  a^ainft  Uncas,  for  no 
better  reafonj  that  we  know  of,  than  becaufe  he, 
being  a  warlike  prince,  flood  in  the  way  of  his  form- 
ing  an  Indian  party  fiifficient  to  withfland  or  over¬ 
come  theMaffachufetts  ;  which  proceedingj  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  irritating  writings  againft  their  rulers 
and  niiniflers,  were  tlie  evident  oaule  of  things  be¬ 
ing  carried  to  the  dreadful  extremity  they  were.' 
Mr.  Williams  ever  bore  as  pla;in  and  full  teftimon/ 
againft  their  perfeeming  any  man  for  matters  of 
cofifcience,  as  Gorton  could ;  and  had  a  much 
greater  influence  over  the  Indians  than  he  ever  had  j 
yet  he  was  fo  far  from  trying  to  raile  a  heathen  par- 
.  ty  againft  Chriftians,  to  Gorreft  them  for  injuries 
done  toiliimfelf,  that  he  exerted  himfelf  with  great 
affiduicy  to  prevent  any  thing  of  that  nature^  by 
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V/hich  he  undoubtedly  was  the  greatefl  inftrumenc 
of  laving  New-England  of  any  one  man  that  lived 
in  that  day,  and  for  which  his  msmsry  is  and  will 
be  bleffed. 

Among  the  reafoners  of  our  world,  fome  will 
not  allow,  chat  men  are  influenced  in  all  their  volun¬ 
tary  aftions  by  previous  cauies  and  motives,  while 
others  incline  fo  much  to  infidelity  as  to  reprefent, 
that  the  very  notion  of  religion,  or  of  perfons  thinks 
ingthat  the  Deity  loves  them  better  than  others, 
tends  t®  make  them  hate  and  treat  thofe  ill  who,  as 
they  fuppofe,  are  not  thus  beloved.  But  as  no¬ 
thing  teaches  like  experience,  let  the  experience  of 
thofe  fathers  be  confidered,  and  the  light  which 
fafts  give  in  the  cafe  be  regarded^  beyond  all  the 
fuppoficions  or  wrangles  of  difputants.  Is  it  not 
evident,  that  thofe  feveral  contending  parties  were 
influenced  in  all  their  bad  aftions  by  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples  of  ambition,  avarice,  deceit,  and  refentment, 
that  other  men  are  ?  And  is  it  not  as  evident,  that 
thofe  afilions  which  were  good  and  praife-wor- 
thy,  flovt^ed  from  a  hearty  belief  of  revealed  religion, 
efpecially  of  free  falvation  by  Chrift  Jefus  ?  At  pre- 
fent  we  will  take  a  view  of  the  head  men  of  the  three 
parties  of  Bofton,  Warwick  and  Providence. . 

Governor  Winthrop  was  in  fuch  efteem  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  as  to  be  made  a  juftice  of  peace  at  the 
age  c»  eighteen,  had  an  eftate  of  fix  or  feven  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  fterling  per  annum  ;  yet  fold  it,  and 
fpent  the  main  of  it  in  promoting  a  religious  fcttle- 
ment  in  this  wilderncfs ;  where  for  all  his  vaft  la¬ 
bour  and  pains,  in  fettling  and  managing  the  go¬ 
vernment,  he  for  fome  years  had  no  flared  falary, 
and  never  had  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  a 
year  •,  was  feveral  times  very  ungratefully  treated 
by  his  own  people  j  and  what  could  carry  him 
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through  all  this,  with  chearfulncfs  to  the  end,  bu*- 
the  power  of  religion  *  ? 

Gorton, 

*  What  his  religious  fentiments  were,  the  reader  may  form 
fora@  judgment  by  the  following  extrads.  In  the  firft  part  of 
his  admiaiftrations  as  Governor,  he  faid,  “  in  the  infancy  of 
plantations  juftice  Ihould  be  adminiftred  with  more  lenity  than 
n  a  (ectled  date  ;  becaule  people  are-more  apt  then  to  tranfgrefs  ; 
partly  out  of  Ignorance  of  new  laws  and  orders,  partly  out  of 
cppreffion  of  bufmefs  and  other  ftraits.  But  when  fome  kadine 
and  learned  men  took  offence  at  his  conduft  in  this  matter,  and 
upon  a  conference,  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  a  firider  dif. 
cip  me  was  to  bs  ufed  in  the  beginning  of  a  plantation,  than 
atter  us  being  with  more  age  eftablilhed  and  confirmed,  the 
Governor  being  readier  to  fee  bis  own  errors  than  other  men’s, 
potelled  his  purpofe  to_  endeavour  their  fatisfadion  with  lefs 
enity  in  is  adminillrations.  From  wnence  we  may  p-uefs 
at  die  saufe  of  the  feverities  we  have  been  treating  of. 

His  cxpences  were  great,  and  for  twe  years  he  had  no  fettled 

tolaiy,  yet  the  divine  precept  againft  taking  bribes,  had  fuch 

mHuence  upon  his  mind,  that  when  be  was  the  third  time  chofeij 
eovernor,  ^  May  8.  1632,  he  told  the  people  publicly,  “  that 
he  had  received  gratuities  from  divers  towns,  which  he  received 
with  much  comfort  and  content ;  he  had  alfo  received  many 
kmdneffes  from  particular  perfons,  which  he  could  not  refufe, 
leu  he  Ihould  be_ accounted  ancourteous,  &c.  but  he  profeffed  he 
received  them  with  a  trembling  heart,  in  regard  to  GstJ’s  rule, 
and  the  confcioufnefs  ofhis  own  infirmity,  and  therefore  defired 
that  hereafter  they  would  not  take  it  ill  if  he  Ihould  refufe  pre- 
«ents  aom  particular  perfons,  except  the  afliftance  of  fome 
Ipecial  fiiends.  To  which  no  anfwer  was  made;  but  he  is 
told  after,  that  many  good  people  were  much  grieved  at  it,  for 
that  he  never  had  any  aUowance  toward  the  charge  of  his  place.” 

After  he  had  a.lted  in  banilhing  Mr,  Wheelwright  and  athers, 
many  of  their  friends  in  Bollon  church,  whereof  he  was  a  member, 
were  earnell  with  the  elders  to  have  the  church  call  him  forth 
as  an  offender,  for  pafiing  that  fentence  ;  which  he  uuderftanding, 
took  occasion  to  make  a  public  fpeech  to  them  upon  it,  in  which 
he  faid,  .  ^ 

“  As  for  rayfelf,  I  did  nothing  in  the  caufes  of  any  of  the 
hrethren,  but  by  advice  of  the  elders  of  the  church.  Moreover, 
in  the  oath  which  I  have  taken  there  is  this  claufe,  in  all  caufes 
rieherein^you  are  to  give  your  vote,  you  jhall  do  as  in  your  judgment 
and  sonjetence  you  flail  fee  to  ie  jufl,  and  far  the  public  good.  And 
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Gorton,  as  we  have  feen,  had  a  notion  that  the 
€hild  was  born  in  him  and  his  followers,  who  had 
the  upon  bis  Jhouldsf'S^  and  he  concurred 

X  2  ’with 

I  am  faiiefied  it  it  moft  for  the  glery  of  God,  aod  the  public 
gcod,  that  thcfc  be  fuch  a  feotence  paffed  ;  yea,  thofe  brethrea 
are  fo  divided  from  the  reft  of  the  country  in  their  opinions 
and  pra^ices,  that  it  cannot  Rand  with  iht  public  ptna  for 
to  contisue  with  os;  Abraham  fas?  that  Higar  and  IMimael 
muft  bs  fent  away/^ 

Ssv«o  yeara  after,  upon  a  hot  debate  between  the  magiftrates 
and  deputies  about  who  fhould  have  the  negative  vote,  Govern 
nor  Winihrop  wrote  his  mind  upon  it,  fome  paffages  whereof 
gave  c€euce  to  fome  notsd  mep,  which  be  underftasding,  made 
the  following  fpecch  as  the  next  General  Court,  viz,  “  As  fof 
the  mautr  of  my  writing,  I  had  the  concurrence  cf  my  brethren  ; 
it  it  a  point  of  judgment  which  is  not  at  my  own  difpofing.  I 
have  examined  it  over  and  over  again,  by  fuch  light  as  God  has 
given  me,  from  the  rules  of  religion,  reafon  and  cuRom  ;  and 
I  fee  no  caufe  to  retria  any  thing  of  it :  Wherefore  I  muft  enjoy 
my in  that,  is  you  do  yourfelvei^  Bat  for  the  manner, 
this,  and  all  that  was  blame-wosiby  in  it,  was  wholly  my 
and  whatfoever  I  might  siledge  for  my  own  juftification  before 
ffttn,  I  wave  it,  as  now  felting  myfelf  before  anstker judgment^ 
feat.  Hoifcver,  what  I  wrote  was  upon  great  provocation,  and 
CO  vindicate  myfelf  aid  others  from  great  afperiion  ;  yet  iha^ 
was  no  fufficieni  warrsnt  for  me  to  allow  any  difitmpsr  sf  fpirii 
in  myfelf;  and  I  doubt  I  have  been  too'  prodigsl  of  my  bre¬ 
thren's  reputanon.  I  might  have  maiataiiied  my  caufe  wishoat 
calling  ariy  blemifh  upon  others.  When  I  made  that  my  c®ii« 
clufica,  and  mnju  Itt  religien  and  found  reafon  gi't^e  judgment  In  ihi 
cafe,  it  looked  ai  if  I  arrogited  too  much  unto  myfelf,  and  too 
little  to  others :  And  when  I  made  that  profeftion,  that  I  nMould 
maintain  n/abat  I  •wf'oie  befsre  all  the  *w9fld,  though  fuch  words 
might  modefiiy  be  fpoken,  yet  I  perceive  an  unbefeeming  pride 
of  my  own  heart  breathing  in  them.  For  thefs  failings  1  sSc 
pardon  both  of  God  and  manr** 

Once  more  ;  vthen  a  great  difturbance  had  been  made  in  the 
colony  by  Dr.  Child  and  others,  in  164.6,  Governor  Winthrop 
was  called  to  an  account  for  his  actings  sgainft  them,' before  a 
great  atTembly,  but  he  was  openly  acquitted  ;  upon  which  he 
fatd,  ‘Mhough  I  am  jellified  before  men,  yet  it  may  be  the 
Lord  hath  fesn  fo  much  simifs  in  my  adminiftfatl^nta  is  calls  ma 
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With  Wheelwright  in  treating  thofe  who  oppofed 
their  religiaiis  lentiments  as  enemies  to  the  Jiate ; 
which  principle  evidently  moved  him  to  endea' 

'  vour 

to  be  humbled  5  and  indeed  for  mdto  have  been  thus  charged 
by  men,  IS  itfeJ  a  matter  of  humiliation,  whereof  I  defire^to 
wake  a  right  ufe  before  the  Lord.  If  Miriam^^  father  fpit  ia 
’  face,  flie  is  to  be  afhamed.  But  give  me  leave  before  you 
g>  to  fay  fomething  that  may  redify  the  opinions  of  many 
rpeople,  from  whence  the  diflemperit  have  rifen  that  have  lately 
prevailed  upon,  the  body  of  this  people.  The  queiHons  th/t 
havf  tr  ubled  the  country  have  been  about  the  authority  of  the 
w^gi^racy,  and  the  Itbsrty  of  the  people,  h  is  you  who  have 
called  u-^  unto  fhs  ;  but  being  thus  called,  we  have  cur  • 

authoiiiy  from  God  ;  it  u  the  ordinance  of  God,  and  it  hath 
«ne  image  cf  God  ftamped  upan  it  5  and  the  contempt  of  it 
ba?  beeu  vf  dtcaied  by  God  by  terrible  examples  of  his  ven^ 
gea^ce.  I  inireat  vou  to  cenfider,  that  when  you  chdofc  msgi,. 
iuaie.,  you  take  irom  among  yourfelves  mtn  fuhyatolikt  paffionj 
*w}th  juurjil^ft.  If  you  Le  our  inhrinides,  refled  on  your  own, 
arid  you  not  be  fo  fevere  ceofurers  of  curs.  We  count  him 
a  good  fervarii  who  break*  poi  his  covenant.  The  covenant 
between  us  and  you  is  the  oath  you  have  taken  of  os,  which  j# 
»o  this  purpofe^,  that  <we  Jhall  govern  you,  and  judge  youf  caufes^ 
according  to  God's  lanxssy  and  our  cojun^  according  to  our  bffi  JkilU 
-As  for  our  fklll,  you.  muft  run  the  ha7ard  of  that  \  and  if  there 
be  in  error,  not  in  the  ^ill,  but  in  the  JkilU  it  become*  you  to 
bear  it.  Nor  would  I  have  you  to  miflake  in  the  point  of  your 
liberty.  There  is  a  liberty  of  corrupt  nature,  which  is 
afFeded  both  by  men  at^d  beads,  to  do  what  they  lid  *  and  this 
liberty  is  inconfidecu  with  authority,  impatient  of  all  redraint  j 
by  this  fumus  omnts  dettriores  :  It  it  the  grand  enemy  of 

Sruth  «ind  peaC'?,  all  the  ordinances  cf  God  arc  bent  againd 
St.  But  there  is  s  civil,  %  moral,  a  fee  krai  liberty,  which  is  the 
proper  e>  J  and  objea  of  auchoniy  ;  it  is  a  liberty  for  that  only 
which  is  jud  and  good  ;  for  this  liberty  you  are  to  dar.d  with 
the  hazard  of  your  very  Jives  ;  and  whstGever  erodes  it,  is  not 
suthoritf,  bu?  a  didemper  thereof.  This  liberty  is  maintained 
in  a  way  of  fubiedion  i®  authority  ;  ard  the  authority  fet  over 
you,  will  in  all  adminidration^  for  your  good  be  quietly  fjb- 
u!^to,  by  all  but  fuch  as  have  a  dirpofliioa  to  Jhake  off  the 
pku  Ubeify,  by  their  murmuring  »t  the 
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vour  to  ralfe  what  force  he  could  againft  them, 
even  from  among  the  barbarians ;  and  alfo  to  treat 
them  with  fuch  a  temper  as  he  did  from  time  to 
time.  Even  fo  late  as  the  year  1676,  the  very  lit¬ 
tle  of  the  book  he  then  publilhed  fhews  the  fpirit 
of  it,  which  is  exaftly  in  thefe  words,  viz.  “  A 
glafs  for  New- England,  in  whioh  they  may  fee 
themfelves  and  fpirits,  and  if  not  too  late,  re- 
pent  and  turn  from  their  abominable  ways  and 
curfed^  contrivances.  By  S.  And  as  the 

Quakers  were  about  that  time  accufed  by  authority 
ot  fetting  up  their  poll:  by  God’s  polls,  he  fays, 

I  hope  none  will  be  fo  blind  and  ignorant  as  to 
fet  their  polls  or  threlholds  to  the  devil’s  poft, 
and  the  profeflbrs  of  New-England’s  polls,  viz. 
their  whipping-pod  or  gallows-pods  ;  no  nor 
yet  join  their  threfhold  to  their  gaol-threfliolds, 
“  nor  their  bridewell-threfhold,  over  which  and  in 
which  profeflbrs  and  talkers  mf  God  and  Chrid 
‘‘  do  and  have  hauled  over  lambs  and  followers  of 
Chrid,  and  in  which  they  crop  their  ears,  and 
out  of  which  they  bring  therii  in  thciv  wills  and 
madnefs^  and  banilh,  whip  and  hang  them  in  their 
blind  zeal.”  p.  17,  18.  And  he  annexes  to 
faid  book  a  letter  to  Governor  Bellingham,  dat-' 
ed  from  Bodon  prifon  June  15,  "1667,  wrote  by 
JohnTyfo,  a  Quaker,  who  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  great 
error  in  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  to  fay,  ‘‘  there  was 
“  nothing  in  him  that  he  hoped  to  be  faved  by, 
and  that  there  was  none  cleanfed  from  all  fin  on 

this 

honor  and  power  of  authority.”  MagnalUth'.  2,  p.  9 — 
princess  Annahy  p.  60. 

O!  had  it  not  been  for  the  midaken  notion  of  uliftg  fecnlar 
force  in  religious  affairs,  how  gloiioufl/  would  this  and  other 
J^eW'England  faiheri  have  fluaed  1 
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r  ^  P-  55-  Gorton  likewife, 

^peaking  of  Wheelwright’s  being  firft  called  before 
the  General  Court  for  his  fermon,  at  their  feffion  in 
Marchj  1637,  tells  us  that  Mr.  Cotton  then  faid 
^  brother  Wheelwright’s  dodtrine  was  according  to 
God,  in  the  point  controverted,  and  wholly  and  air 
together  5  and  nothing  did  I  hear  alledged  againft 
the  dodtrine  proved  by  the  word  ©f  God.---Bur, 
(fays  G.)  that  which  is  moft  to  be  lamented,  is 
that  thofe  which  once  had  d,  goed  tepmony  in  their 
hearts  and  mouths  for  God,  and  his  light  and  fpi^ 
ritual  appearance  and  they  not  being  faithful 
and  conltant  to  tnat  which  is  made  manifelt  and 
coynmittid  to  ihefu^  it  has  even  happened  to  them 
according  to  the  faying  of  the  Lord  God,  by  the 
mouth  of  his  prophet,  that  ifi  the  day  in  which  a 
righteous  man  twns  from  his  righteoufnefsj  a?td  doth 
tvickedlj^  all  the  right eoufnefs  that  he  hath  done 
Jhall  he  forgotten,  and  in  the  fin  which  he  haJb  fiin- 
ned  he  Jhall  ftirely  die  the  deathd"  p.  6,  7. 

Now  is  it  not  evident,  that  rhe  Malfachufetts  were 
moved  by  the  fame  unreafonable  principle  of  grafp- 
ing  at  power  and  gain,  that  belonged  not  to  them, 
in  their  dealings  with  Gorton^  as  operates  in  other 
men,  though  it  went  under  a  cloak  of  religion? 
And  is  it  not  as  evident  that  he  was  moved  with 
felf-conceit,  and  carnal  wit  and  refentment,  in  his 
carriage  towards  them,  notwlthftanding  all  his  talk 
of  the  child’s  being  born  in  him,  and  of  a  creating 
power  ‘‘forever  to  form  all  things  out  of  that  an- 
cient  chaos  of  God  and  man  being  made  one !” 
And  neither  of  thefc  things  can  hurt  the  truth  and 
excellency  of  the  Christian  religion,  any  more 
than  the  ielf  confidence,  rafiinefs  and  diflimulation 
of  Peter  did  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  blafphemy  of 
Hymen  us  and  Alexander  on  the  other.  And  though 

fome 
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fome  would  have  it,  that  Mr.  Williams,  after  his 
banifhment,  left  revealed  religion,  and  took  to  the 
cxerciie  of  reafon  and  humanity,  in  dillinftion  from 
it,  yet  his  own  tcitimony  is  exceeding  clear  to  th^ 
contrary.  In  his  addrefs  to  the  Quakers  37  years 
after  his  banilliment  he  fays, 

“  The  truthds,  from  my  childhood,  now  above 
threefcore  years,  the  Father  of  lights  and  mercies 
**  touched  my  foul  with  a  love  to  himfeif,/  to  his 
€nly  begotten^  the  true  Lord  Jesus,  to  his  holt 
SCRIPTURES,  &c.  his  infinite  wifdom  hath  giveo 
‘‘  me  to  fee  the  city,  court  and  country,  the  fehoob 
and  tinivcrficies  of  my  native  country,  toconverle 
with  fome  Turks,  Jews,  Papifts,  and  all  forts  of 
Proteftants,  and  by  books  to  know  the  affairs 
and  religions  of  all  countries.  My  conclufion  is^ 
‘‘  that,  he  of  good  cheer ^  thy  fins  are  forgiven  theif 
‘‘  Matt.  ix.  is  one  of  the  joyfulclt  founds  that 
ever  came  to  poor  fmful  ears.  How  to  ob- 
‘‘  tain  this  found  from  the  mouth  of  the  me-' 
diator  that  fpoke  it,  is  the  greateft  difpiue  be- 
‘‘  tween  the  Proteftants  and  the  bloody  whore  of 
Rome :  This  is  alfo  the  great  point  between  the 
true  Proteftants  and  yoLirfelves ;  as  alfo,  in  order 

to  this,  about  what  man  is  now  by  nature,  and 
what  the  true  Lord  Jefus  is^.’’ 

And  upon  their  ufe  of  tbofe  words  fpoken  to  the 
faints,  the  manifeftation  of  the  fpirit  is  given  to 
every  man  to  profit  withal,  and  other  like  exprcffions^ 
which  they  v/ou!d  apply  to  mankind  in  general,  he 
fays,  ‘  the  Papifts  catch  hold  upon  a  letter ;  this  is 
my  body  ^  you  as  fimply  as  do  the  Geyitralilis 
catch  hold  upon  the. letter,  all^  every  man^  &c, 
whereas  fcope  and  connexion  in  all  writings^ 
and  in  all  matters  in  the  world,  is  rationally  to  be 

‘‘  minded 

_  I^edication  of  lijs  book  againft  the  Quakers,  1671;. 
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“  minded.  The  fenfe  and  meaning  is,  in  all  fpeech 
“  and  writing,  the  very  fpeech  and  writing  itfelf. 
“  Phe  words  all  and  every  one^  in  our  own  and 
“  other  tongues,  are  often  ufed  figuratively.  It  is 
“  fo  all  the  fcripture  over,  and  thrice  in  one  verfe, 
“  Col.  i.  28,  where  reafon  cannot  imagine  that 
“  Paul  did  literally  and  individually  admonilh 
“  every  man.,  teach  every  man,  and  prefent  every 
“  man  that  comes  into  the  world  perfea  in  Chrifi 
“  Jefus,  which  could  not,  cannot  poffibly  be  true, 
without  another  fenfe  and  expofition  than  the 
words hold  out*.” 

And  when  they-  demanded  the  reafon  why  he 
condemned  them  for  not  holding  to  the  external  ufe 
of  baptifm  and  the  fupper,  while  he  did  not  live  .in 
the  prafticc  thereof  himfelf.^  Pie  anfvvered,  “that 
“  it  was  one  thing  to  be  in  arms  againft  the  King 
“  of  kings,  and  the  vifible  adminiftration  of  his 
“  kingdom,  and  to  turn  off  all  to  notions  of  an 
“  invifible  kingdom,  officers  and  worfliip,  as  the 
Qtiakersdid  ;  and  another  thing,  among  fo  many 
“  pretenders  to  be  the  true  church,  to  be  in  doubt 
“  unto  which  to  allbciatc  himfelf.  After  all  my 
“  fearchand  examinations,  I  faid,  I  do  profefs  to 
“  believe,  that  fome  come  nearer  to  the  firft  churches 
“  and  infiitutions  of  Chrift  than  others  as  in  many 
“  refpcfts,  fo  in  that  gallant,  heavenly  and  funda- 
“  mental  principle,  of  the  true  matter  of  a  Chriftian 
“  fociety,  viz.  aSlual  believers,  true  dificipks  and  ccn- 
“  ferts,  and  living  /tones,  fuch  as  can  give  fome  ac- 
“  count  how  the  grace  of  God  hath  appeared  to 
“  them,  and  wrought  that  heavenly  change  in  them. 

1  profeffed  that  if  my  foul  could  find  reft  in  join- 
“  ing  unto  any  of  the  churches  profeffing  Chriftnow 
“  extant,  I  would  readily  and  gladly  do  it,  yea, 

“  unto 

•  Ibid.  p.  g,«5. 
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unto  themfelves  whom  I  now  oppofcd.  But  not 
‘‘  finding  reft,  they  knew  there  is  a  time  of  purity 
‘‘  and  primitive  fincerity  ;  there  is  a  time  of  tranf- 
greflion  and  apofiacy^  and  there  is  a  time  of  the 
coming  out  of  the  Babylonian  and  wildernefs  apo- 
‘‘  Jiacy"^,'' 

Thefc  extracts  may  affifi:  the  reader  in  forming  a 
true  judgment  of -the  motives  upon  which  thofe 
feveral  noted  men  afted  in  thofe  difFicuic  times, 
which  alfo  may  be  ufeful  now  to  teach  us  all,  wliac 
to  avoid  and  what  to  purfue;  the  importance  of 
which  I  hope  will  fufficiently  apologize  for  the 
length  of  this  account,  and  alfo  make  the  reader 
willing  to  take  an  article  or  two  more  before  we 
conclude  this  chapter. 

The  church  at  Plymouth  was  fo  unwilling  to  part 
with  a  man  of  fuch  eminence”  as  iVIr.  Chauncy, 
that  they  conceded,  in  cafe  he  would  fettle  wicli 
them,  that  he  fhould  a£l  according  to  his  perfuafion, 
which  was  that  “  baptilm  ought  only  to  be  by  dip- 
ping  or  plunging  the  whole  body  under  water, with 
fuch  as  defired  it,  either  for  themfelves  or  infants^ 

r 

provided  he  could  without  offence  fuffer  their  other 
roinifter,  Mr.  Regner,  to  praftile  in  the  other  way, 
with  thofe  who  defired  it;  “  but  he  did  not  iec 
“  light  to  comply f.”  From  thence  he  was  called 
to  office  in  the  church  at  Scicuate,  where,  we  fere 
told  that  he  “  perfevered  in  his  ©pinion  of  dipping 
“  in  baptifm,  and  pradifed  accordingly,  firft  upon 
“  two  of  his  own  children,  which  being  in  very 
“  cold  weather,  one  of  them  fwooned  away  ; — an©- 
“  ther,  having  a  child  about  three  years  old,  fear- 
“  ed  it  would  be  frighted  (as  others  had  been,  and 
‘‘  one  caught  hold  oCMr.  Chauncy,  and  had  near 

U  .  '  ««  pulled 

•  Ibid.  p.  6j;,  66. 
t  Plymouth  Regifter,  p.  5,  6. 
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ptilled  him  into  the  water)  fhe  brought  her  child 
to  Boftoa  (with  letters  teftimonial  from  Mr. 
Chaun^^y)  and  had  it  baptized  here.’’  This  laft 
aftion  was  in  July,  1642  ^  and  not  long  after, 
‘‘  tne  lady  Moody,  a  wife  and  amiable  religious 
woman,  being  taken  with  the  error  of  denying 
baptifm  to  infants,  was  dealt  withal  by  many  of 
the  elders  and  others,  and  admonifhed  by  the 
church  of  Salem  (whereof  file  was)  perfilling 
ftil),  and  to  avoid  further  trouble,  flie  removed 
to  the  Dutch,  againft  the  advice  of  her  friends. 
Many  others  infefted  with  Anabaptifm,  &c.  re- 
moved  thither  alfo.  She  was  after  exeommunU 
caced*.” 

Here  as  well  as  elfewhere  appears  the  honefly  and 
ingenuity  of  this  great  man,  in  ftating  fadk  plainly, 
when  they  make  diredly  againft  his  own  pcrfuafion. 
Thofc  who  deny  infant  baptifm  have  been  reproach¬ 
ed  from  age  to  age  with  the  name  of  Anabaptifts, 
under  which  have  been  couched  fuch  dreadful  ideas, 
that  even  to  this  day  we  fee  the  very  name  ufed  as 
an  argument  in  various  controverfies ;  fo  that  if  a 
difputant  can  tell  his  opponent,  he  in  that  point 
agrees  with  the  Anabaptifts,  it  is  thought  that  there¬ 
in  he  muft  be  in  an  error;  but  our  honorable  author 
gives,  without  a  covering,  the  good  characters  and 
virtues  of  that  father  and  that  mother  in  our  Ifrael, 
2X  the  fame  time  that  he  deferibes  plainly  what  he 
difliked  in  them  ;  leaving  fair  grounds  for  others  to 
judge  upon,  without  being  biaffed  with  any  old  fto- 
I’ies  of  German  madneft.  By  this  it  appears  that 
the  grand  difficulty  in  the  way  of  burying  in  baptifm^ 
is  their  admitting  of  fubjefts  to  it  who  have  not  the 
faith  ordiferetioa  which  is  neceflary  forfueh  an  ac¬ 
tion. 

Though; 
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Though  Nlr.  \^illi3rns  hs-d  done  fuch  gfC<it  Icr** 
vices  for  his  Ensliih  neighbours  in  the  late  wars, 
y^t  he  was  norperrnitt?d  to  pals  through  their 
coafts,  but  was  forced  to  repair  to  the  Dutch  to  gee 
a  paffa'ge  to  his  native  country  ;  yea,  it  mud  necd^ 
be  fo,  becaulethe  bkflings  of  a  peace-maker  were 
to  come  upon  him,  anrong  the  Dutch  as  wet  I  as 

Engllfh-f.  ^  1  1  r  I 

When  Mr.  Williams  arrived  in  England,  he  found 

the  country  involved  in  the  dreadful  calamities  and 
horrors  of  a  war  between  the  King  and  Parliament^ 
but  the  Parliament  having  the  command  of  the 

did  by  an  ordinance  -of  November  2,  1643, 

U  2  poinG 

f  As  a  tccouRt  of  Ibis  sfF/ir  bas  not  been  publiSied 

•mong  us,  I  mail  give  ii  a  place  here.  V/hen  the  coiorniffioners 
of  the  united  colognes  met  isa  Septrmber,  1613,  th©f  were  ifi^ 
formed  cf  a  Dutch  (hip  that  had  arrived  in  Hodfofi%  river,  r/hicli 
brought  4000  psuods  of  powder,  and  700  pieces,  to  srsde  with 
the  natives;  bm  the  Dutch  Govsriicr,  having  nome  thereof, 
prudently  confifcaied  them  to  the  ufs  of  the  company  ;  ihtrebjr 
depriving  their  enemies  of  arms,,  whereby  they  inighs  themXelves 
have  been  deftroyed,  and  furnifl-iicg  thcmfelwes  and  frierid*  mih 
weapons  for  their  fafety  ;  for  at  this  time  the  Indians  had  fierce 
war  with  the  Dai&h,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  she  cf 

the  Englifh,  ihc)  might  have  been  all  cut  off,  Th?  cccafios  of 
the  war  was  this':  Ac  Ddian  being  di-onk,  had  flain  ass  old 
Dutchman  ;  the  Dutch  required  the  murderer,  but  he  could  not 
be  had.  The  people  called  often  upon  she  Governor  to  take 
revenge,  but  he  ftill  put  it  off,  becaufe  he  fhoughr  it  cos  juft,  or 
Bot  fafe.  It  fell  out  in  that  time,  that  she  Msqaafor  Mohawks, 
either  upon  their  own  quarrel  or  (as  the  report  wss)  being  fet  ot» 
by  the  Dutch,  came  fuddcnly  upon  the  Indians  near  the  Duteb, 
end  killed  about  30  of  them  ;  the  reft  fled  for  fbelter  to  ih« 
Dutch,  One  Marine,  a  Dutch  captsin,  bearing  of  is,  west  to  the 
Governor  and  obtained  a  commifllon  to  kill  «s  many  as  he  could 
of  ihem  ;  and  accordingly  west  with  s  company  of  armed  men, 
and  fel  upon  them,  when  they  feared  no  fuch  thing  from  the 
Dutch,  and  killed  70  or  80  men,  women  and  children.  Upon 
this  the  Indians  burnt  divers  cf  their  farm  boufes,  and  their 

CSttle  in  them  ^  and  flew  all  ihey  could  meet  10  the  num  * 


«c 


148  HISTORY  GF  THE  BAPTISTS 

point  commiffioners  to  manage  the  sTairs  of  the 
Jllands  and  other  plantations ;  from  whom,  by  the 
kind  =>ffiftance  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  who  was  one  of 
them,  Mr.  Williams  obtained  a  charter,  incJudinp- 
the  lands  “  bordering  northward  and  northeaft  on 
the  patent  of  the  MaiTachiifetts,  eaft  and  fotitheaft 
on  Plymouth  patent,  fouch  on  the  ocean,  and  on 
the  weft  and  northweft  by  the  Indians  called 
Narraganfets;  the  whole  trad  extending  about 
twenty-nve  miles,  unto  the  Pequod  river  and 
'  “  country  j 

Iscr  of  20  nr  nsPfe,  of  men,  women  snd  children,  and  curfued 

hard  up-;...  the  Dutch,  even  home  lo  their  fct£  Aurana  (Albstnvl 
that  they  were  forced  to  cal]  in  the  Englilh  to  ,heir  aid. 
«RiertaiRed  CapiBir.  Uaderhiil  in  their  feivice.  Marine  wssfa 
^uen  enraged  to  fee  U.iderhi!]  preferrad  before  him,  that  his 
Gnverm  r  forced  at  left  to  fend  him  heme  in  chain., 
AQouS  iBis  time  Captajfl  Patrick,  who  went  from  BoPon,  was 
ftc!  dead  'ey  a  Dutchman,  up.on  a  Lordfday,  at  Stamford. 

I  hough  the  people  were  all  for  war  before,  yet  now  they  were 
so  math  offended  with  the  Governor,  that  hecnterisined  a  guard 
wf  50  fc,  gblh  about  his  perfen.  And  the  I.dian.  aar.oycd  iherjj 
fa  Dy  fudden  sffauha  out  of  fwanipj,  &c.  that  he  wa»  forced  to 
keep  a  fuani.^g  army  to  oppoie  them  upon  all  oceafionf.  The 
Jntitan!  killed  aid  drove  all  before  them  as  far  as  Stamford  ;  flew 
Mrs.  Hu'chiofon  and  her  family,  all  except  one  whom  thty 
captivasfd.  They  paired  ovcrio  Long. Idacd,  and  the  natives 
theie  took  part  with  them,  a»d  began  to  burn  the  Dutthaien’i 
houfif;  affauhed  the  houfe  of  the  lady  Moodr,  who  not  long 
before  moved  from  Sslem  upon  the  account  of  Jxaiapii/m  ;  bet 
fee  was  defended  by  forty  men  ihsi  gatheied  to  her  hoofe, 
which  ihey  slTauhed  divers  times.  Bet  the  Lorg.Llard  Indians, 
by  the  mediation  of  Mr.  WilHamj  (who  wai  then  there  ib 
take  Blip  for  England)  were  pvcified,  and  ptact  te-ijJakUPud 
“  between  the  Du'ch  and  them.  But  ili|]  upon  the  main,  they 
fet  upon  the  Dutch  with  an  implaeable  fur* .  killing  all’  they 
“  could  6ome  by,  burning  their  houfei,  and  deftroying  their 
cattle,  without  any  reiiliarice  ;  fo  as  the  Governor  and  fuch  as 
“  efcapad  betook  themfeives  to  their  fori  at  Manbatos  [New- 
*»  York]  and  there  lived  upon  their  rattle.  But  many  of  the 
Indiani  being  deftroyed  by  Captain  Underhill  and  bis  fol- 
lowers,  at  laft  they  began  10  be  weary  of  the  fprti,  and  condfo  »> 
“  fssnded  to  eertiu  of  peace.”  Wmibrep—Udiard. 
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**  country  ;  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  The 
Incorporation  of  Providence  Plantations, 
in  the  Narraganset-Bay,  in  New-England. 
“  Together  with  full  power  and  authority  tci  rule 
themlelves,  and  Inch  others  as  fliall  hereafter  in- 
habit  within  any  part  of  the  faid  trad:  of  land,  by 
fiich  form  of  civil  government,  as  by  voluntary 
confent  of  all,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  they 
fliall  find  mofl:  fuitable  to  their  eflare  and  condb 
tion. — Provided  the  civil  government  of  the  faici 
plantations  be  conformable  to  the  laws  of  Enp*” 
land,  fo  far  as  the  nature  and  conftitucion  of  the 
place  will  admit/" 

This  charter  was  figned  March  14,  1644,  by 
Robert  Warwick,  Philip  Pembroke,  Say  and  Sea!, 
Philip  Wharton,  Arthur  Haflerig,  Cornelius  Hol¬ 
land,  Henry  Van'e,  Samuel  Va&l,  John  Rolle, 
Miles  Corbet,  and  Wiiliafn  Spurftow*. 


CHAR,  III. 

From  1644  to  165X3  containing  tht 
firfl:  Law  that -was  made  in  New-- 
England  againfl:  the  Baptifts^  and  a 
Variety  of  other  Events. 

The  firft  Baptift  church  in  Newport  we  are 
told  was  formed  and  fet  in  order  about  this 
year,  under  the  miniftry  of  Mr.  John  Clark  ;  which 
is  thefiift  church  of  any  denomination  on  Rhode- 
Ifland  that  has  continued  by  fucceflion,  and  the 
fecond  in  the  colony 'f.  Alfo  in  the  Maflachufetts 


vw. 


Sec  faid  charter  in  tlie  Hiilory  of  Providence, 
t  1  iy  hrft  certain  datt!  in  their  church  're®ords  is  taken  from 
maauftript  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hubbard  in  1648,  which  fays  the 


church 
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we  are  told  that  “  Anabaptifts  incrcafed  and  fpread 
“  in  the  country  J.’’  Upon  which  they  fcamed 
and  palled  the  following  a6t  at  their  Oenvral  Courts 
November  13,  1644.  -  ’ 

“  Forafmuch  as  experience  hath  plentifully 
and  often  proved,  that  fince  the  firft  rifing  of  the 
Anabapnlts,  about  100  years  fince,  they  have  been 
the  incendiaries  of  the  commonwealths,  and  the 
inferiors  of  perfons  in  ipain  matters  of  religion, 
snd  the  troublers  of  churches  in  all  places  where 
they  have  been,  and  that  they  who  h  ,.'e  held  the 
baptizing  of  infants  unlawful,  have  ufually  held 
other  errors  or  herefies  together  therewith,  though 
they  have  (as  other  heretics  uie  to  do)  concealed  the 
fame  till  they  fpietf  out  a  fit  advantage  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  vent  them,  by  way  of  queftion  or  fcruple ; 
and  whereas  divers  of  this  kind  have  fince  our 
coming  into  Ncw-England  appeared  amongft  our- 
felves,  fome  whereof  (as  others  before  them)  denied 
the  ordinance  of  magiftracy,  and  the  lawfulnefs  of 
making  war,  and  others  the  lawfulnefs  of  magi- 
ftrates,  and  their  infpeifbion  into  any  breach  of  the 
firft  table  -,  which  opinions,  if  they  Ihould  be  con¬ 
nived  at  by  us,  are  like  to  be  increafed  amongft  us, 
and  fo  mull  necelTarily  bring  guilt  upon  us,  in- 
fedlion  and  trouble  to  the  churches,  and  hazard  to 
the  whole  commonwealth  •,  it  is  ordered  and  agreed, 
that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons,  within  thisjurlfdiflion, 
lhall  either  openly  condemn  »r  oppofc  the  baptizing 
of  infants,  or  go  about  fecredy  to  feduce  others  from 
the  approbation  or  ufe  thereof,  or  fhall  purpofely 
depart  the  congregation  at  the  miniftration  of  the 

ordinance. 


fhurch  was  formed  about  the  year  1644,  ^ 

quoted  from  Winthrop  and  Hubbard^  it  appears  as  likely  to  be 
earlier  as  later  than  that  lime. 

i  Winthrep. 


•  5 
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Ordinance,  or  fhall  deny  th^  ordinance  of  magiftracy, 
or  their  lawful  right  and  authority  to  make  war^ 
or  to  punifli  the  outward  breaches  of  the  firft  table", 
and  fhall  appear  to  the  court  wilfully  and  obttinate- 
ly  to  continue  therein  after  due  time  and  means  of 
conviction,  every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  (hail  be 
fentenced  to  hmijlomint^ . 

Let  it  be  here  noted,  thac  the  evident  defign  of 
this  law  was  to  guard  agaihft  fuch  as  refilled  to 
countenance  infant  baptifra,  and  the  life  of  lecular 
force  in  religious  affairs  \  which  the  Baptifts  have 
ever  done  from  that  day  to  this;  but  the  other 
articles  inferted  in  this  adt  they  have  not  owned  ; 
and  the  court  then  had  no  proof  at  hand,  but  were 
forced  to  have  recourfe  to  furmifes,  diftant  times, 

and 

•  Iv^ijachufetts  Records.  Mr.  Hubbard  fpeaking  of  their 
making  this  law,  fays,  but  with  what  fucceis  is  hard  to  fay  ; 
all  men  being  naturally  inclined  to  pity  them  that  fuifer,  how 
much  foever  they  are  incenfed  againll  offenders  in  general. 
Natural  confclence  and  the  reverence  of  a  Deity,  that  is  deeply 
engraved  on  the  hearts  of  all,  make  men  more  apt  to  favour 
them  that  fuifer  for  religion,  true  or  falfe.’’  A  judicious  re¬ 
mark  ;  yet  in  another  inllance  we  may  fee  how  party  influence 
can  blind  great  men.  For  this  author  in  1638  tells  us  of 
Arnold’s  oppofing  their  -cenfuring  Verin  at  Providence,  for 
r-fufing  to  let  hi>  wife  go  to  Mr,  Williams’s  meeting  fo  often  as 
fhe  was  called  for,  and  reprefents  that  to  cenfure  Verin  therefor, 
would  be  a  breach  of  God-’s  ordinance,  about  the  fubjeflion 
“  ©f  wives  to  their  hufbandsd’  But  the  fame  author  informs 
us,  that  in  1644  one  Painter,  a  poor  man,  was  fuddenly  turned 
Anabaptifl,  “  and  having  a  child  born,  would  not  fufferhis  wife 
“  to  carry  it  to  be  baptised.  He  was  complained  of  for  this  to 
the  ceurt,  and  enjoined  by  them  to  fuffer  his  child  to  be  bap- 
tized.”  And  becaufe  he  refufed  t©  obey  them  therein,  and 
told  them  it  was  an  Antichriilian  ordinance,  they  tyed  him  up 
and  whipt  him  ;  which  he  bare  without  flinching,  and  declared 
he  had  divine  help  to  fupport  him  ;  upon  which,  fays  our  author, 
“  two  or  three  koneft  men  that  were  his  neighbours  affirmed 
.  that  he  was  of  very  loofe  behaviour  at  hoaie,’’  ^c.  Be  it  fo 
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and  foreign  countries,  few  them  ;  and  a  like  method 
of  treating  the  Baptifts,  in  courts,  from  pulpits  and 
From  the  prefs,  has  been  handed  down  by  tradition 
per  lince.  And  can  we  believe  that  men  fo  know¬ 
ing  and  virtuous  in  other  refpeds,  as  many  on  that 
Bde  have  been,  would  have  introduced  and  continued 
.  in  _a  way  of  treating  their  neighbours,  which  is  fo 
vinjuft  atid  fcandaious,  if  they  could  have  found  bet¬ 
ter  arguments  to  fupport  that  caufe  upon  ?  1  have 
diligently  fearched  all  the  books,  records  and  papers 
1  could  come  at  upon  all  fides,  and  have  found  a 
^  great  number  of  inftances  of  Baptifts  fuffering  for 
the  above  points  that  we  own  ;  but  not  one  inftance 
of  the  convidion  of  any  member  of  a  Baptift  church 
in  this  country,  in  any  court,  of  the  errors  or  evils 
■  which  are  inlerted  in  this  law  to  juftify  their  making 
of  ir,  and  to  render  our  denomination  odious* 
Much  has  been  faid  to  exalt  the  charaders  ofthofe 
good  fathers  :  I  have  no  defire  of  detradin-g  from 
any  of  their  virtues ;  but  the  better  the  men  were, 
the  worfe  muft  be  the  principle  that  could  enfnare 
them  in  fuch  bad  adions. 

The  contraft  betwixt  their  treatment  of  Mr. 
Wheelwright  and  Mr.  Williams  this  year  deferves 

notice. 

I  cr  noe,  yet  we  have  no  better  account  of  Venn’s  chara61er  than 
of  his,  yet  Verin  muft  not  be  cenfured  for  withholding  his  wife 
from  meeting  ;  but  if  poor  Painter  will  not  give  up  the  difpofal 
©f  his  children  to  his  wife,  at  the  court’s  commandment,  he  muft 
not  only  be  cenfured,  but  alfo  fulfer  corporal  puniftiment :  Yea, 
and  into  the  bargain,  be  publicly  reproached  for  his  private 
failings  I  Governor  Winthrop  tells  us  kc  belonged  to  Hingham, 
and  fays  he  was  whipt  “  for  reproaching  the  Lord’s  ©rcHnance.” 
But  did  not  they  reproach  infant-fprinkling,  by  taking  fuck 
^nctliods  to  fupport  it,  mueh  more  than.  Fainter  did  ? 

*  That  is  not  one  inftance  in  any  government  that  fupported 
Pcedobaptifm  by  force.  But  Mr.  Williams,  when  Governor  of 
Providence  colony  in  161J5,  a^fed  with  the  court  in  punilhiug 
a  man  for  oppofing  all  government,  who  then  was  called  a 
Baptift,  but  after  turned  to  the  Quakers. 


I 
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notice.  Upon  a  new  running  of  the  line,  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  had  takSn  Exeter  into  their  colony,  which 
caufed  Mr.  Wheelwright  to  reinove  to  Weils,  frorri 
whence  he  wrote  to  the  Governor  at  Bolton  for  a 
reconciliation^  Dec.  7,  16.5.3,  ia’cl,  “•  ir  is  the 
“  grief  of  my  foul  that  I  ufed  fucli  vehement 
cenforious  fpeeches.  I  repent  the  that- 1  did  ad- 
“  here  to  perfons  of  corrupt  judgniefits,  to  the 
“  countenancing  and  encouraging  of  them  in  any 
of  their  errors^  or  evil  praftices,  though  I  intend- 
ed  no  fuch  thing.”  The  court  inclined  to  hear 
him,  of  which  the  Governor  fent  him  a  written 
account,  and  received  fuch  a  reply  as  would  make' 
one  think  of  Bifliop  Burnet’s  remark;  Said  he,  there 
are  none  of  us  but  what  will  acknowledge  in  general 
terms  that  our  church  is  imperfeft,  though  when  we 
tonie  to  particulars  we  are  always  in  the  rinhc+. 

XJ  Of* 

Yet 

t  Said  letter  to  the  Governor  is  in  thefe  words  ^ 

R.  W. 

“  I  have  received  yoftf  letters,  Wherein  you  fitfiiify  toine'  thar 
you  have  imparted  my  letter  to  the  .H.  C.  and  that  it  finds  good, 
acceptance,  for  which  I  rejoice  with  all  thankfulnefs ;  as  alfo  for 
Ubertyoffafecondua  granted  by  the  court,  andj  in  cafe  I  de- 

fk!’-  'uT®  wihingi-  (lipon  letters 

^.^•Tr  of  mouth,  openly  in  court,  that 

which  I  did  by  writing;  might  1  without  offence  exprefs  mv 

true  intent  and  meaning  more  fuljy  to  this  effeai  that  notwiihl 
ftaiiding  my  failings  (for  which  1  crave  pardon)  yet  I  cannot 
withagoodconfcience  condemn  myfelf  for  fuch  capital  crimes, 
dangerous  revelations  and  groTs  errors,  as  have  been  charged  upoii 

"Wch,  as  I  take  it,  make  up  the  fub^ 
fiance  of  ail  my  fufferings.  1  do  not  fee  but  in  fo  mixt  a  caufe,  1 
^  bound  to  ufe,  may  it  be  permitted;  my  juft  defence,  fo  far 
I  apprehend  myfelf  to  be  innocent,  and  to  make  my  cohfef- 
hon  where  I  am  convinced  of  any  delinqericy,  oihervvife  I  lhall 
fcerningly  and  in  appearance  fall  under  guilf  of  many  heinous 
offences,  for  which  my  confcience  doth  acquit  me.  Ifl  feem  td 

riakc  fuit  to  the  court  for  relaxation  to  he  granted  as  afi  a£l  of 
fiiiscj  upon  my  foie  coafeffion,  I  liuft  offend  my  confcience ;  if 

’by 
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Yec  without  waiting  for  his  perfonal  appearance^ 
they  at  the  General  Court  in  Botton,  May  29,  1644^ 
pafled  the  following  act,  viz. 

It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Wheelwright  (upon  a 
particular,  foleiirn,  and  ferious  acknowledgment 
and  confeffion,  by  letters,  of  his  evil  carriages,  and 
of  the  court’s  jullice  upon  him  for  them)  hath 
his  banilhment  taken  off,  and  is  received  as  a 
member  of  this  commonwealth^/’ 

Mr.  Williams  returned  with  the  charter  he  had 
procured  to  Bofton,  the  1 7th  of  September  follow- 
ing*f,  and  brought  the  enfuing  letter  with  him. 

To  the  right  worfliipful  the  Governor  and  Affiftants^ 
and  the  reft  of  our  worthy  friends  in  the  planta¬ 
tion  of  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

Our  much  honored  fritnds^ 

TAKING  notice  fome  of  us  of  long  time^ 
of  Mr,  Roger  Williams’s  good  affeftions  and  con- 
fcience,  and  of  his  fufferings  by  our  common  enemy 
and  oppreffors  of  God’s  people  the  prelates,  as  alfa 
©f  his  great  induftry  and  travels  in  his  printed  Indian 

labours 

fef  an  a^  of  upon  apology  an^  lawful  defence,  I  fear  I 

fhall  here  ycuV  W  jrfhips.  I  leave  ali  (ihifigs  to  your  wfe 

and  holy  conlideration,  hoping  you  will  pardon  my  Amplicity  and 
plaioncrg,  which  I  am  forced  unto  by  the  power  of  an  over-ruling 
sonfcience.  I  year  Worlhip’i  in  the  Lord, 

J.  Wheelwrisht.** 

Wil\t  (t)  li  16430 

WiHthf9p — HuhbarJ,  thtilr  w^y  to  begin  the  yca^ 

^Hh  M^rch  25,  fa  that  according  to  our  reckoning  this  was 
March  I,  1644. 

•  A*  the  fame  time  they  paAed  a  fentenee,  that  ••  Richard 
l^iterman,  being  foosd  crroncou>f»  heretical  and  obftinate,  it  waf 
orderad  that  he  ftould  be  dsuined  prrfonvr  till  the  quarter  court 
io  the  feveiiih  month,  os^Icfs  five  of  the  magiftrates  find  caufeto 
lend  him  away,  which  if  they  do,  it  is  ordered,  he  fliall  notre^ 
turn  within  this  jutifdi^lioa  upon  fain  e/ 

RiC9rdh 

t  Wiathrop*' 
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labours  in  your  parts  (the  like  whereof  we  have 
not  feen  extant  from  any  part  of  America)  and  iti 
which  refpeaic  hath  plealed  both  Houles  of  Par¬ 
liament  to  grant  unto  him  and  friends  with  him  a 
free  and  abfoluce  charter  of  civil  government  for 
thole  parts  of  his  abode,  and  withal  Ibrrowfully 
relenting  that  amongft  good  men  (our  friends) 
driven  to  the  ends  of  the  world,  exercifed  with  the 
trials  of  a  wilderners.  and  who  mutually  give  good 
teftimony  each  of  the  other  (as  we  obferve  you  do 
of  him,  and  he  abundantly  of  you*)  there  fliould 
be  fuch  a  diliance;  we  thought  it  fit  upon  divers 
confiderations  to  profefs  our  great  defires  of  both 
your  utmoft  endeavours  of  nearer  clofing  and  of 
ready  expreffing  thofe  good  affeclions  (which  wc 
perceive  you  bear  each  to  other)  in  effeftual  per¬ 
formance  of  all  friendly  offices.  The  rather  be- 
caufc  of  thofe  bad  neighbours  you  are  likely  to  find 
£00  too  near  you  in  Virginia,  and  the  unfriendly 
vifits  from  the  weft  of  England  and  from  Ireland. 
That  howfoever  it  may  pkafe  the  Moft  High  to 
ihake  eur  foundations,  yet  the  report  of  your 

X  2  peaceable 

®  Mr^  WilHamscoaflfmecl  hii  profeiSon  of  I©  them  by  hir 
pra^ice,  in  conaanvly  doing  them  all  ihe  good  in  hU  power„ 
both  in  thii  country  and  at  the  Bridfti  court,  where  alfo  hif 
great  friccd,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  this  year  fhe^ed  a  truly  Chriftiaai 
jpirit  of  forgivenefs  towards  the  Mafiachufetts;  for  when  upon  a 
certain  a^air  •*  a  heavy  complaint  was  made  nfainft  the  govern- 
ment,  and  they  were  threatened  wkh  the  lofs  of  ihdir  privi- 
Icgc^,  Sir  Henry  Vane  ftood  their  friead,and  by  his  great  in- 
«  lereft  with  the  Parliament,  appeafed  their  refentment,  and 
laid  the  ftorm  which  was  gathering  and  hung  over  them***^ 

Moffacbu/ttti  Wfieryt  vol.  i ,  p.  66. 
Mr.  Williatni^s  printed  Indian  laboars  referred  to,  which  bad 
cofidderable  influence  in  precoring  their  charter*  were  three  years 
before  the  famous  Mr.  Elliot  began  to  preacli  to  the  Indians  at 
j^attek,  or  Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew  at  Martha’s  Vineyard. 

bf  3,  p,  J9|.  hdlan  Qmvmst  p.  g* 
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peac^ble  and  profpcrous  plantations  may,  be  fomo 
reirelhmgs  to  your  true  and  faithful  friends  ” 


Cor,  Holland, 
“John  Blackijl 
JJaac  Peimiiigt$n^ 
Miles  Corbety 
Oliver  SL  JchUy 
Gihert  Pickeringy 

-  -  _1  y  ^  t 


Robert  Harley., 

Jehn  Gurdoriy 
Northumberland^ 

P.  IVhxirtony 
Thomas  BarringtoHy 
iVilliam  Marjham 
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It  IS  laid,  “  upon  the  receipt  of  this  ktter,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  magiftratesoftheMaflachufctts  found" 

upon  examination  of  their  hearts,  no  reafon  to  con- 

P^'oceedings  againft 
xVJ  Williams;  but  for  any  offices  of  Chriftiaa  love, 
and  duties  of  humanity,  they  were  very  willing  to 
inaintam  a  mutual  correfpondence  with  him  ;  but 
to  his  dangerous  principles  of  feparation,  unlefs 
he  can  be  brought  to  lay  them  down,  they  fee  no 
realon  why  to  concede  to  him,  or  any  fo  perfuaded, 
free  liberty  of  ingrefs  or  e^efs,  left  any  of  their 

people  ffiould  be  drawn  away  with  his  erroneous 
opinions  f/’  '  ’ 

The  reader  may  remember  that  Wheelwright,  in 
his  fentcnceof  baniffiment,  was  charged  with  con¬ 
tempt  and  fedition,  which  he  never  confefTed  ;  and 
that  Governor  Winthrop  declared  his  opinions’to  be 
,,worfe  than  Mr.  Williams’s  yet  now  the  one  is 
.  - .  _  received 

M>J]rachufett»  BKlyry,  vol.  i,  p,  39,  ^o.  Khg  Gharlrs  the 
iiin  8  parly  ft  th«t  time  hsd  the  command  of  the  weft  of  Erjr- 
laod,  Ireland  and  Virginia,  and  fear  of  vifua  fri;m  them  ii  what 

8h«y  refer  to.  Th«t  pars;  was  defeated  see  next  year,  and  the 
JCiBg  Jaken  prifoiter. 
f  Hubbard. 

...  wT**®  wa*  in  thefe  word.: 

Wher«8»  Mr.  Roger  Wiliiami,  one  of  ihe  el'drn  of  ihe  church 
o.  Sidem,  hath  broached  srd  divulged  divert  new  and 


,  ^  --  RCW  if  DU 

awgefouj  opintooi,  igair  ft  ibe  au.hori  y  of  msgiftrates,  a» 
alfj  wroten  letter,  of  defamation  both  of  the  magiftratei  and 


y  --  - wwaaa  luc  HI aglUraiCI  aiDU 

cpnviftipn,  and  ;ct  maio-' 

gasnetb 
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received  to  favour  and  liberty  again,  while  the 
other  is  denied  it,  though  he  had  done  the  colony 
fuch  great  and  effential  fervices  as  the  former  never 
did.  How  can  we  account  for  this  ?  The  bed  an- 
fwer  I  can  give  is,  that  Mr.  Wheelwright  held  to 
infant  bapcil'm,  and  to  the  magiftrates  power  to 
govern  in  religious  affairs,  and  now  yielded  to  their 
exercife  ofit ;  but  Mr.  Williams  denied  both,  for 
which  he  was  excommunicated  by  the  ghprch,  after 
the  court  had  fent  him  away  ;  Wheelwright  was  alfo 
in  fuch  favour  with  Mr.  Cotton,  that  he  was  dif- 
miffed  from  his  church  in  feliowfhip,  after  the 
court  had  banilhed  him  for  fedirion ;  and  he  now 
appeared  very  complaifant  and  fubmilTiveto  men  in 
power ;  But  Williams  was  fo  “  Jelf- conceited,  turbu¬ 
lent,  and  unchurituhle,  as  to  give  public  adver-' 
“  tifements  and  admonition  to  all  men,  whether 
of  meaner  or  more  public  note  and  place,  of  the 
“  corruptions  of  religion  which  himfelf  obferved, 
“  both  in  their  judgments  and  praftices;  of  which 
‘‘  there  needs  no  other  evidence,  than  what  .is  ob- 
“  vious  to  the  view  of  every  indifferent  reader,  in 
his  dealing  with  that  famous  and  reverend  divine 

“  Mr.  John  Cotton,  in  his  book  called  Tbe  bloodv 
^enet”  ■' 

Thefe  words  Mr.  Hubbard  quotes  from  another; 
as  the  received  opinion  of  that  day.  But  who  was 

this  reverend  divine,  and  how  was  he  dealt  with  ? 
Was  not  Mr.  Williams  as  truly  a  minifter  of  Chrift 
as  he  ?  Does  felf-conceit  move  men  to  give  plain 

warnings 


retraaion  ;  h  I,  therefore  ordered,  that 
the  faid  Mr.  Williams  fhjll  depart  out  of  ihis  jurifdiaion  wiihin 

which  if  hencgleato  perform,  it 
ftall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  and  two  ofShe  m/giSinu,’  t  ‘ 
ftnd  him  to  feme  place  out  of  this  jnrifdiflion,  cot  to  return  any 
awe  without  licence  fiqm  ihe  court.”  ^ 

Mnjfacbuftttt  Rntrit,  1635, 


HISTORY  OF  THE  BAPTISTS 

warnings  to  great  men,  which  have  a  tendency  ta 
,expofe  fclf  to  heavy  fufferings  ?  And  does  it  move 
perfons  to  do  every  kind  office  they  can  from  year 
to  year,  for  thofe  who  will  not  hear  reproof,  but  re¬ 
quite  evil  for  good  ?  This  is  a  different  fort  of  pride 
than  what  moil  men  are  acquainted  with.  Howe¬ 
ver  that  the  reader  may  have  a  fair  opportunity  of 
judging  for  himfelf,  I  ffiall  endeavour  plainly  to 
ilate  before  him  the  occafion  and  nature  of  this  con- 
troverfy  between  Cotton  and  Williams. 

A  prifoner  in  Newgate  wrote  fome  arguments 
agsinft  perfccution,  v/hich  were  prefented  to  Mr. 
Cotton,  and  he  wrote  an  anfwer  to  them  in  a  letter 
to  one  Mr.  Hail,  of  Roxbury  ;  who  not  being  fatis- 
Ijed  therewith,  font  them  to  Mr.  Williams  at  Pro- 
Jt'ideace,  requefting  him  to  write  upon  the  fubjeft. 
And  as  Mr.  Cotton  doled  his  letter  to  Mr.  Hall 
■with  faying,  “  I  forbear  adding  reafons  to  juftify 
the  truth,  becaufe  you  may  find  that  done  to 
your  hand,  in  a  treatifo  font  to  fome  of  the  bre- 
thren,  late  of  Salem,  who  doubted  as  you  do 
Mr.  Williams  wrote  to  Mr.  Sharp,  elder  of  Salem 
f  hurch,  for  it,  and  obtained  it  §.  He  then  wrote 
his  fontiments  upon  the  whole,  under  the  title  of 
^he  Moody  Tenet  of  Perfecution  for  Confcunce  Sake ; 
which  I  fuppbfo  he  now  brought  with  him  from  Lon¬ 
don,  though  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  it.  Mr. 
Cotton  wrote  an  anfwer  to  him,  which  he  called  The 
hloody  Tenet  wajbed,  end  made  white  in  the  Blood  of  the 
Lamb-,  that  was  printed  in  London  in  1647.  To 
this  Mr.  Williams  publifhed  a  reply  in  1652,  inti¬ 
tuled,  The  Moody  Tenet  yet  more  Moody,  by  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton’s  Endeavour  to  waffo  it  white.  The  two  laft  of 
thefe  performaaces  are  now  before  me,  and  from 
thence  I  foall  give  the  reader  their  own  words  upon 
the  moft  material  points  of  their  difpute. 


William’s  Reply  »  Cotton,  p.  190,  zpi.' 
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Firft.  Mr.  Cotton’s  memory  failed  him  fo  much 
as  to  reprefent,  that  what  he  wrote  in  anfwer  to  the 
prifoner’s  arguments,  was  in  a  private  letter  to  Mr. 
Williams,  and  upon  that  faid,  I  wrote  my  con- 
fcience,  and  the  truth  of  God  according  to  my  con- 
fcience  *,  why  fhould  he  punifli  me  with  open  pe-* 
nance,  and  expofc  me  (as  much  as  in  him  lieth 
to  the  world)  to  open  (hame,  as  a  man  of  blood,  for 
the  liberty  of  my  confcience  ?  How  will  it  Hand 
with  his  own  principles,  to  plead  for  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  and  yet  to  punifh  it  ?  Befides  let  him  re¬ 
member,  if  I  didofend  him  with  fuch  an  error,  it 
was  but  a  private  offence,  and  the  rule  of  the  gof- 
pel  required  he  lliould  firft  have  convinced  and 
admoniflied  me  privately  of  it,  and  fo  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  upon  my  contumacy,  at  length  to  have  told^ 
the  church,  before  he  had  publifhed  it  to  the 
world*.”  C.  p.  2. 

Mr.  William's  in  his  reply  mentions  Mr.  Cotton’s 
miftake  about  who  he  wrote  the  letter  to,  and  that 
he  fuppofed  his  anfwer  to  the  prifoner’s  arguments 
had  been  as  public  as  his  profeffion  and  praftice  was 
upon  that  tenet,  and  then  fays,  “  but  grant  it  had 
been  a  private  letter,  and  the  difcourfe  and  the  opi¬ 
nion  private  *,  yet  why  doth  he  charge  ihe  difcuffe’r 
with  breach  of  rule,  in  not  ufing  orderly  way.t 
of  admonition,  and  telling  the  church,  Vv'hen  mafter 
Cotton  in  this  book  blames  the  difcufier  for  difclaim- 
ing  communion  with  their  church,  and  they  alfo 
(after  he  was  driven  by  hanijhment  from  civil  habi¬ 
tation  amongft  them)  had  fent  forth  a  bull  of  ex- 
communication  againft  him  in  his  abfence!  Such 
pradice  the  Lord  Jefus  and  his  firft  apoftles  or  mef- 

fengers 

•  Note,  C,  and  W.  m  this  account  (land  for  Cotton 
and  Williams’s  books  abovefaid  ;  tHe  figures  for  the  pages 
Shereia. 
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fengers  never  taught. — I  never  heard '  that  dift 
puang,  difcourfing  and  examining  men’s  tenets  of 
dodlr.nes  bv  the  word  of  God,  was,  in  proper  Eng! 
L(h,  pcrlecution  for  confcience :  Well  had  it  been 
for  Nc'wEngland,  that  no  fervant  of  God,  nor  wit- 

nefs  of  Chnft  could  juftly  take  up  complaint  for 
other  kinds  of  perfecution.”  W.  p.  4,  5 

The  main  point  of  all  Mr.  Cotton’s  wafhings  is  i 
denial  of  the  charge  of  perfecuting  any  for  caufe  of 
Gonlcience,  and  he  fay.s,  “  I  exprellv  profefs,  n 
that  no  man  IS  to  be  perfecuted  at  all,  much  lefs 
for  confcience  lake.  2,  I  profefs  further,  that  none. 
IS  tobepunilhed  for  confcience  fake,  though  erro¬ 
neous,  unlefs  his  errors  be  fundamental,  or  fcditiouf- 
ly  and  turbiilently  promoted,  and  that  after  due 
convidion  of  confcience  ;  that  it  may  appear,  he  is 
not  punifhed  for  his  confcience,  but  for  finning 

againft  his  confcience.— If  this  tenet  have  any  api 
pearance  of  blood  in  it,  it  is  becaufe  it  is  wafhed  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  fealed  with  his  blood; 
And  then  though  it  may  feem  bloody  to  men  of 
corrupt  minds  and  deftitute  of  the  truth  (as  Paul 
fecmed  to  fuch  to  be  a  peftilent  fellow)  yet  to  faith¬ 
ful  and  upright  fouls,  fuch  things  as  are  wafhed  in 

the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  are  wont  to  come  forth 
white.”  C.  p.  3. 

In  reply  to  this  Mr.  Williams  fays,  “  is  not  this 
the  guife  and  profelTion  of  all  that  ever  perfecuted 
or  hunted  men  for  their  religion  and  confcience  ? 
Are  not  all  hiftories  and  experiences  full  of  the  pa- 
thetical  fpeeches  of  perfecutors  to  this  purpofe  ? 
You  will  fay  you  are  perfecuted  for  your  confcience, 
you  plead  confcience,  thou  art  a  heretic,  the  devil 
hath  deceived  thee,  thy  confcience  is  deluded,  &c. 
— Time  hath  and  will  difeover  that  fuch  a  blacka- 
wore  cannot  be  wafhed  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  him^ 

,  fclfj 
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felf,  without  repentance.’’  And  he  goes  on  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  letting  up  of  Hate  religions  has  been 
the  grand  fource  of  perfecution  in  every  age.  W. 
p.  6,  7.  Againft  which  he  brought  our  Lord’s  para¬ 
ble  of  the  tares  cf  the  field.  Up  jn  which  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton  faid,  it  is  true,  Chrill  e^A'poundeth  the  field 
to  be  the  world,  but  he  meant  nor  the  world,  bun 
;^by  an  ufua!  trope)  the  church  fcattered  throughout 
the  world.”  C.  p.  41. 

Mr.  \Villiams  fays,  it  is  no  wonder  to  find 
mafler  Cotton  fo  entangled,  both  in  his  anfwers  and 
replies  touching  this  parable;  for  men  of  all  forts 
in  former  ages  have  been  fo  entangled  before  him. 
To  which  purpofe  I  will  rclitit  a  notable  pailage  re¬ 
corded  by  that  excellent  witnefs  of  God,  mafler  Fex,, 


in  his  boolc  of  Adis  and  Monuments  ; 


it  is  this 


the  llory  of  Mr.  George  Wifeharr,  in  the  days  cf 
King  Henry  the  eighth,  there  preached  at  the  ar¬ 
raignment  of  laid  Wifeharc  one  John  Winryme^ 
fub'prior  of  the  abbey  of  St.'Andrevvs ;  he  difeourf- 
ed  on  the  parable  of  the  tares ;  he  interpreted  the 
tares  to  be  heretics  ;  and  yet  contrary  to  this  ver*/ 
feripeure  (as  Mr.  Fox  obferveth,  though  elfewhere 
hiinfelf  maititains  it  the  duty  of  the  civil  mapiftracd 
to  iuppreis  heretics)  1  fay  the  faid  Winryiie  con- 
cludeth  that  heretics  ought  not  to  be  kt  alone  un¬ 
til  the  harvcil,  but  to  be  fupprefl'ed  by  the  power  of 
the  civil  magiilrate.  So  that  both  the  Popifii  prior 
and  the  truly  Chnflian  Fox  were  entans^led  in  con- 
traditions  to  their  ocvn  writings  about  this  he^ivenly 
Icripture.”  W.  p  46. 

I  o  lupport  the,  notion  of  calling  the  church  the 
wcrldy  Mr.  Cotton  quoted  fome  texts  wherein  the 
redeemed  are  fo  called.  C,  p.  43.  In  reply  Mr. 
Williams  fays,.  grant  that  it  hadi  pleafed  the  Lord 
in  his  infinite  wifiiom  to  caule  tlic  term  world  to  be 
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tifcd  in  various  fignifications ;  yet  let  any  inftance 
be  given  ot  any  Icripture,  wherein  the  Lord  oppof- 
ing  the  church  and  world,  wheat  and  tares  doth 
not  diftinguifh  between  the  church  redeemed  out  of 
the  world,  and  the  world  icfelF,  which  is  faid  to  lie 
in  wickednefs,  and  to  be  luch  as  for  which  Jefus 
^vould  not  pray,  John  xvii/’  W.  p.  56.  He  fur¬ 
ther  argued  that  lowing  ot  the  feed  in  four  forts  of 
ground  by  ChrilPs  meffengerg,  he  called  the  khg- 
dom  of  heaven^  which  four  forts  cannot  be  fuppofed 
to  be  of  the  church.  Mr.  Cotton  anfwers,  i,that 
Chrilt  preached  himfelf  to  thofe  four  forts  of  hear¬ 
ers,  yet  he  was  the  minifter  of  circumciGon,  and 
feldom  preached  to  any  but  members  of  the  church 
Dt  liracl.  C.  p,  44.  Reply,  when  they  grew 
incurable,  ancl  received  not  the  admonitions  of  the 
'Lord,  by  the  Lord  Jeius  and  his  fervants  preach¬ 
ing  unto  them,  the  Lord  call  them  out  of  his  light, 
^eilroyed  that  national  churchy  and  eftablifhed  the 
"Chrijlian  chiirch,^^  W.  p.  57. 

But  Cotton  fays,  2,  it  is  an  error  to  fay,  the 
church  confiftcth  ot  no  more  forts  of  hearers  hut> 
one,  the  honeft  and  good  ground  *,  for  if  the  chil¬ 
dren  ot  church-members  be  in  the  church,  and  of 
the  church,  till  they  give  occafionof  rejeftion,  then 
they  growing  up  to  years,  become  forne  of  them 
like  the  highway-fide,  others  like  the  ftony,  others 
like  the  tliorny,  as  well  as  others  like  the  honeft 
and  good  ground.  C.  p.  44/*  Mr.  Williams  re¬ 
plies, 

“  Admit  the  Chriftian  church  were  confticuted 
of  the  natural  feed  and  offspring  (whi^  h  yet  Mr. 
Cotton  knovs/s  will  never  be  granted  to  him,  and  I 
believe  will  never  be  proved  by  him)  yet  he  knows, 
that  upon  difeovery  of  any  fuch  portion  of  ground 
ia  the  church,  the  church  is  bound  to  admoniih. 
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nd  upon  impenitency  after  admonition,  to  caft 
hcna  into  the  world,  the  proper  place  of  fuch 
:inds  of  hearers  and  profelfors/*  W.  p.  57. 

Mr.  Cotton  adds,  “  is  it  not  a  main  branch  of 
heir  covenant  with  God,  that  as  God  giveth  him- 
“It  to  be  a  God  to  them,  and  to  their  feed,  fo  they 
bould  give  up  themfelvcs  and  their  feed  to  be  his 
eople  ?  Befides  hath  not  God  given  pallors  and 
cachets,  as  well  for  the  gathering  together  of  the 
tints,  as  for  the  edification  of  the  body  of  Chrift  ? 
i.nd  hath  he  not  given  the  church,  and  the  gofpel 
•reached  in  the  church,,  to  lie  like  leaven  in  three 
>ecks  of  meal  till  all  be  leavened  C.  p.  44.  Mr. 
Villiams  fays,  I  anfwer,  the  proper  work  of 
•aftors  and  teachers  is  to  feed  the  fheep  in  the 
lock,  and  not  the  herds  of  wild  beads  in  the  world, 
^nd  although  it  is  the  duty  of  parents  to  bring  up 
heir  children  in  the  nurture  and  fear  of  the  Lord  ; 
et  what  if  thofe  children  refufe  to  frequent  the  af- 
jmblies  of  the  church,  and  what  if  thofe  three  forts 
f  ground  or  hearers  will  not  come  within  the 
rounds  of  the  padors  and  teachers  feeding  ;  hath 
iOt  the  Lord  Jefus  appointed  other  officers  in  Eph. 
7*  for  the  gathering  of  the  faints,  that  is,  fending 
ut  of  the  church  ot  Chrid  apodles  or  meflengers, 
0  preach  Chrid  to  the  three  forts  of  bad  ground,  to 
abour  to  turn  them  into  good  ground  ?  But  alas ! 
0  falve  up  this,  the  civil  fwerd  is  commonly  rua 
or,  all  forts  of  ground  to  come  to  church, 

ndead  of  fending  forth  the  heavenly  fowers  accord- 
ng  to  the  ordinance  of  Chrid.”  W.  p.  38. 

Another  argument  Mr.  Cotton  draws  from  the 
srvants  wondering  to  fee  the  tares,  which  would 
ot  have  been  drange  in  the  highway.  C.  p.  45, 
n  reply  to  which  Mr.  Williams  fays,  ‘‘  let  the 
iighway,  dony  and  thorny  ground,  be  confidered 

Y  2  m 
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in  their  feveral  qualities  of  prophancnefs,  ftoutnef? 
and  worldlinefs,  and  all  the  fons  of  men  throughou 
the  world  naturally  are  fuch  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder 
nor  would  the  fervants  of  Chrilt  be  fo  troubled,  a 
to  defirctheir  plucking  upoutof  theworld.  Buiagair 
confiderall  thefe  forts  of  men  as  profeffing  the  nam( 
and  anointing  of  Chrlft  Jefus,  in  afalfe,  counterfci 
antichriltian  way,  and  then  it  may  well  be  wonder 
ed  whence  fuch  monftrous  Chriftians  or  anointec 
ones  arofe  ;  and  God’s  people  may  eafdy  be  tempt 
ed  rather  to  defire  their  rooting  out  of  the  world 
than  the  rooting  out  of  any  fuch  forts  of  ground  01 
men,  profeffing  any  other  religion,  Jewifli,  Maho 
me  tan  or  traitor  is  worfe  than  a  profef 

fed  fox.”  W.  p.  58,  59. 

Again,  while  Mr.  Cotton  pleaded  for  the  excr 
tioFiS  of  the  civil  power  aga’nft  heretics  and  anti 
chriftians,  he  fays,  no  ordinance  or  law  of  God 
nor  juft  lav/  of  man,  commandeth  the  rooting  outo 
hypocrites,  either  by  civil  or  church  cenfure,  thougl 
the  church  be  bound  to  endeavour  as  much  as  ii 
them  lieth  to  heal  their  hypocrify.”  C.  p.  47.  Tg 
this  Mr.  Williams  anfwcrs,  hypocrify  dlfcovered 
in  iht  fruit  of  it,  is  not  to  be  let  alone  in  the  chiircl 
or  ftate  ^  for  neither  the  church  of  Chrift  nor  civi 
ftate  can  long  continue  fafe,  if  hypocrites  or  trai 
tors  funder  what  pretence  foever)  be  permitted  t( 
break  forth  in  them,  without  due  punifhment  anc 
rooting  out ;  this  hypocrify  being  efpecially  thi 
great  fin  againft  which  Chrift  fo  frequently  and  f( 
vehemently  inveighed,  and  againft  which  he  de 
nounced  the  foreft  plagues  and  judgments.”  W 
p.  62.  Pie  then  proceeded  to  plead,  that  the  civi 
ftate  fliould  only  punifh  civil  offences.  Upon  whicl 
Mr.  Cotton  aflcs,  what  if  their  worfliip  and  con- 
fcicnces  incite  them  to  civil  offences  C»  p*  5® 
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Mr.  Williams  fays,  I  anfwer,  the  confciencc  of 
the  civil  map^il^rate  muft  incite  him  to  civil  punifli** 
ment,  as  a  Lord  Mayor  of  London  once  anfwered 
that  he  was  born  to  be  a  judge,  to  a  thief  that 
pleaded  he  was  born  to  be  a  thief.  ^  If  the  con- 
fcience  of  the  worihippers  of  the  bead  incite  them  to 
prejudice  prince  or  date,  although  thefe  confcicnces 
be  not  as  the  confcience  of  the  thief,  commonly  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  evil  of  his  fa6l,  but  perfuaded  of  the 
kwfnlnefs  of  their  aftions ;  yet  fo  far  as  the  civil 
date  is  endamaged  or  endangered,  I  fay  the  fword  of 
God  in  the  hand  of  civil  authority  is  ftrong  enough 
to  defend  itfelf,  either  by  imprifoning  or  difarming, 
or  other  whoiefome  means,  while  yet  their  con- 
fciences  ought  to  be  permitted  in  what  is^  merely 
point  of  worfliip,  as  prayer  and  other  fervices  and 
adminidrations.  Againft  any  civil  mifehief  the  ci¬ 
vil  date  is  drongly  guarded.  Againft  the  fpiritual 
mifehief,  the  church  or  city  of  Chrift  is  guarded 
with  heavenly  armies,  wherein  there  hang  a  thou- 
fand  bucklers,  and  moft  mighty  weapons.  Cant, 
iv.  2  Cor.  X.’’  W.  p.  66,  67.  But  as  he  (till  plead¬ 
ed  that  the  civil  fword  was  never  appointed  by 
Chrift  for  an  antidote  or  remedy  in  fpiritual  evils 
and  dangers ;  Mr,  Cotton  denies  it,  and  fays,  it  is 
evident  the  civil  fword  was  appointed  for  remedy  in 
this  cafe,  Deut.  xiii.  and  appointed  it  was  by 
that  angel  of  God’s  prcfcnce,  whom  God  promifed 
to  fend  with  his  people.  Exod.  xxxiii.  2,  3.  And 
that  angel  was  Chrift,  whom  they  tempted  in  the 
wildernefs.  i  Cor.  x.  9.  Therefore  it  cannot  tru¬ 
ly  be  faid,  that  the  Lord  jefus  never  appointed  the 
civil  fword  for  a  remedy  in  fuchacafe;  For  he  did 
exprefly  appoint  it  in  the  old  teftament ;  nor  did 
he  ever  abrogate  it  in  the  new.  The  reafon  of  the 
law  (which  is  the  life  of  the  law)  is  of  eternal  force 

and 
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and  equity  in  all  ages,  rbm  Jhdt  furdy  kill  him 

hgcmjg  he  hath  fomht  to  thruft  ^  r 

Lord  thvCr^  Ju-  /  (hee  away  from  the 

'*  that  is,  of  uni- 

,  ..1"  r  te? ™;ri 

'  .eflan.c„t  was  Chrift’a  f„va„,.  ve,  beL"  bn,  a  far 
van,,  d.lpenfad  his  power  by  cL,!  met  and  c^: 
monies,  laws,  rewards  and  punilhments,  in  that  holy 
nation,  and  that  ene  land  of  Canaan.  But  when  Te^ 
fos  the  Son  and  Lord  hi.nleJf  was  com^o  brint 
the  truth  hfe  and  fubftance,  of  all  thofe  Jhadows^- 
to  break  down  the  partition-wall  between  Jew  and 

kmgdom  m  all  nat^ns  of  the  world,  tnafter  Cotton 

fu  ionrnfT''’  T  infti- 

tut  ons  of  the  new  teftament,  that  unto  thofe  fpiri- 
iual  remed|^es  appointed  by  Chrift  againft  fpirltual 
aladies,  he  added  the  help  of  the  carnal /word. 
If  It  appear,  as  evidently  it  doth,  that  Jefus,  the 
antitype  ol  the  kings  ofifrael,  wears  his  (word  in 

his  mouth,  being  a  lharp  and  two-edged  fword,  then 
the  anfwer  is  as  clear  as  the  fun,  that  fcatters  the 

douds  and  darknefs  of  the  night.  Befidis,  mailer 

Cotton  needs  not  fly  to  the  pope’s  argument  for  rM- 
drenbaptifm  to  mz,  to  fay  Chrift  never  abrogated 
Deut  xiii.  therefore,  &c  for  Mr.  Cotton  knows  the 
p^fefiion  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  John  xviii.  that  his 
kingdom  was  not  earthly,  and  therefore  his  fword 
cannot  be  earthly.  Mr.  Cotton  knows  that  Jefus 
commanded  ^  fword  to  be  put  up,  when  it  was 
drawn  m  the  caufc  of  Chrifl,  and  added  a  dreadful 

threatning, 

§  Does  not  this  and  fuch  like  fentences  make  the  tenet  t* 

appear  yet  more  bloody  / 
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threacning,  that  all  that  take  the  fword  (that  is,  the 
carnal  fword  in  his  caufe)  lhall  perilli  by  it.”  W.  p. 
95,  96. 

The  reader  may  remember,  that  Mr.  Williams 
was  often  blamed  for  holding  that  the  civil  magi- 
(Irate’s  work  was  confined  to  the  precepts  of  the  ie- 
cond  table*,  his  main  argument  therefor  was,  that 
Rom.  xiii.  fpeaks  the  moft  fully  of  that  fubjeft  of 
any  place  in  the  new  teftamcnt,  and  there  the  dif- 
courfe  is  confined  to  the  duties  included  in  love 
§ur  neighbour,  Mr.  Cotton  grants  his  premifes,  but 
not  his  conclufion,  and  fays,  though  fubjedion 
to  magiftrates,  and  love  to  all  men,  be  duties  which 
concern  the  fccond  table,  yet  the  inference  will  not 
follow,  that  therefore  magiftrates  have  nothing  to 
do  to  punifli  any  violation,  no  not  the  weightieft 
duties  of  the  firft  table.  It  is  a  clear  cafe,  among 
the  duties  of  the  fecond  table,  people  may  be  ex¬ 
horted  to  honor  their  minifters,  and  children  may¬ 
be  exhorted  to  honor  their  parents ;  but  will  it  hence 
follow,  that  therefore  minifters  have  nothing  to  do 
with  matters  of  religion  in  the  church,  or  parents  in 
the  family  C.  p.  96. 

^  Mr.  Williams  anfwers,  if  people  are  bound  to 
yield  obedience  in  civil  things  to  civil  officers  of  the 
ftate,  Chriftians  are  much  more  bound  to  yield  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  fpiritual  officers  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  ; 
but  how  weak  is  this  argument  to  prove,  that  there¬ 
fore  civil  officers  of  the  ftate  are  conftituted  rulers, 
prefervers  and  reformers  of  the  Chriftian  and  fpiri- 
tual  ftate,  which  differs  as  much  from  the  civil,  as 
the  heavens  arc  out  of  the  reach  of  the  earthly 
globe?”  W.  p.  147,  14S. 

Mr,  Cotton  often  recurs,  through  his  book,  to  his 
notion  of  not  punifning  men  for  any  matter  of  con- 
fdence,  buc  only  for  finning  againft  their  owm  con- 

iciences 


*< 
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fciences  after  cenviMion.  One  great  article  of  Mr. 
Williams’s  fentence  of  banifhment  was,  his  writing 
letters  againft  the  rulers  and  churches  before  am 
conviction.  And  Mr.  Cotton  fays  of  minifters 
and  churches,  none  of  us  had  any  fui'ther 

y  influence,  than  by  private  and  public  conviction 
of  himfelf,  and  of  the  demerit  of  his  way.”  C.  ad 
part,  p.  12.  And  when  one  of  the  magillrates  was 
going  to  the  court  that  banilhed  Mr.  Williams,  and 
aficed  Mr.  Cotton  what  he  thought  of  it  1  his  anfwer 
was,  “  I  pity  the  man,  and  have  interceded  for 
him,  whilff  there  was  any  hope  of  doing  good  j 
but  now  he  having  refufed  to  hear  both  hi^  own 
church  and  us,  and  having  rejected  us  all,  as  no 
churches  of  Chrifl:,  before  any  conviction,  we  have 
now  no  rriore  to  fay  in  his  behalf,  .nor  hope  to  pre¬ 
vail  for  him.”  C.  p.  ^9. 

This  notion  of  not  punifhing  any  in  matters  of 
religion,  till  they  had  firft  convinced  their  con- 
fciences,  runs  through  Mr.  Cotton’s  whole  book,  as 
thofe  who  have  it  may  fee  in  the  quotations  below  ||  5 
and  he  tries  to  fupport  it  by  Tit.  iii.  i  j,  which  re¬ 
fers  entirely  to  cccleliaftical,  and  not  to  civil  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  there  not  to  every  error,  but  only  to 
grofs  herefy,  which  was  to  be  judged  of  by  thofe 
v/ho  were  well  acquainted  with  Ipiritual  things. 
Bur,  faid  Mr.  Williams, 

-  “  Every  lawful  magiftrate,  whether  fucceeding 

or  eledted,  is  not  only  the  minifter  of  God,  but  the 
miniftcr  or  iervant  of  the  people  alfo  (what  people 
or  nation  foever  they  be,  all  the  world  over)  and  that 
.minifter  or  magiftrate  goes  beyond  his  commifilion, 
who  intermeddles  with  that  which  cannot  be  given 
him  in  commifiion  from  the  ocoole,  unlefs  maftef 

Cotton 

11  Page  Jj  26,  fecond  part,  p.  12,  i;,  32,  37—39. 
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Cotton  can  prove  that  a!!  the  people  and  inhabitants 
of  all  nations  in  the  world  have  fpiritual  poiva-y 
Chnft’s  power,  naturally,  fund.iinentaby_  and  ori¬ 
ginally  refiJing  in  them,  to  rule  Chriil's  Ip  lufe  th.c 
church,  and  to  give  fpiritual  power  to  their  officers 
to  exercife  tlmir  ipiritual  laws  and  commands 
otherwife  it  is  but  profaning  the  holy  name  of  the 
Moft  Hip-h.  It  is  but  flattering  of  magi  ft  rates,  it  is 
but  the  accurfed  trufting  to  m  arm  cfjtejhy  toper- 
luade  rulers  of  the  earth  that  they  are  Kings  of  the 
or  church  of  God,  v/ho  were  in  their  inftitu- 
tions  and  government  immediately  fro7n  Gcd,  the 
rulers  of  his  holv  chuch  and  people.  Nor  a  few  of 
his  oppofites  will  lay,  and  that  aloUd,  that  he  and 
they  were  or  might  have  been  convinced,  whatever 
he  or  they  themfelves  thought.  1  he  truth  is,  the 
tarnal  fword  is  commonly  the  judge  of  the  conviclion 
Or  obllinacy  of  all  fuppofed  heretics'^.  Kence  the 
faithful  wi-meffes  of  Chrift,  Cranmer,  Ridley^  Lati¬ 
mer,  had  not  a  word  to  fay  in  the  difputations  at 
Oxford:  Hence  the  Nonconformifls  were  cried  out 
as  obftinate  men,  abundantly  convinced  by  the  writ¬ 
ing's  of  Whitsfift  and  others;  and  f.)  in  the  confer- 
^nce  before  King  James  at  Hampton  Court.’’  W; 
p.  96,  192. 


AG 


•f  Thofe  vvho  are  called  Lords  fpir'tual  in  England  have  nd 
power,  liiice  the  pope  exconinianicated  them,  what  they 
derive  from  the  dull  ft  ate.  ■ 

*  Dr.  Gw'en  wroie  a  piece  upon  toleration  fvon  afier  Mr* 
Cotton’s  book  was  pubilllied  in  London,  and  Upon  this  point  he 
fays,  he  that  hoMs  the  truth  may  be  confuted,  bur  a  man 
cannot  be  convinced  but  by  the  truth  That  a  man  iliould  be 
faid  to  be  convinced  of  a  truth,  and  yet  that  truth  not  hrnc  in 
upon  his  underlianding,  to  the  expedin  of  the  contrary  errorj^ 
to  me  is  ftrange.  To  be  convinced  is  to  be  rwerpowered  by  the 
evidence  of  that,  which  before  a  man  knew  not.  I  once 
kuewa  fchoUr  invited  to  a  difpute  with  another  .man,  ahouc 

iomt  thing 
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Mr.  Williams  in  difcufTing  his  opponent’s  argu¬ 
ments  ob.erved  that  his  opponent  had  taken  many 
charges  and  exhortations  which  Chrift  gave  to  his 

Lot  Mr.  Cotton  lays,  “  tlie  fallhood  of  the  difcnf. 
or  in  this  charge  is  palpable  and  notorious.”  Yet 
Inlty  pages  forward  in  the  fame  diftoiirfe  Mr.  Cnr 

that  is  brought  to  Princes  and' 
lubjeAs  by  the  due  punilhmentof  apoftatc  feducers 
idolaters  and  blafphemers,  is  manifold.  Firft 
puttethaway  evil  Rom  the  people,  and  cutteth  off 
a  gangrerie,  which  would  fpread  to  further  ungod- 
Imefs.  Dent.  xiii.  5,  2  Tim  ii  ,6  ,-,  0 

Secondly,  it  driveth  away  wolves  from’  woSyL 
and  fcattenng  the  Iheep  of  Chrill.  Falfe  teacher! 
be  wolves.  Matt.  vi.  15,  Aft.  xx.  29.”  C  p 

80,  13...  This  IS  a  clear  proof  that  great  men  can- 
iiot  go  itrair  in  a  crooked  path. 

Mr.  Williams  had  argued  that  Mr.  Cotton’s  doc¬ 
trine  tended  to  the  fetting  up  of  a  Spanilh  inquifi- 
non  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  to  frullrate  the 
great  dcfign  of  our  Saviour’s  coming.  He  denies 
It,  ana  accules  tMr.  Williams  of  rather  promoting 

the 

fomethlng  in  corttroverfy  in  religion  ;  in  liis  own,  and  In  the 
judgment  of  all  the  by-ftanders,  the  oppofing  perfon  was  uuerlv 

t  St1fV^:;‘^  '"5  a^L  months,  wa' 

k'l,  clearly  convinced,  that  it  was  an  error 

which  he  had  majntatned  and  the  truth  which  he  oppofed  ;  and 

then,  and  not  till  then,  did  he  ceafe  to  wonder,  that^ the  other 

lud  thorbr'  -gume^ts,  as  befofhe 

riad  thought.  To  fay  a  man  is  convinced,  when  either  for  want 

as-atnil  alllren  maintain  his  opinion 

agamft  all  men,  is  a  mser  conceit.-That  they  areobftinaw  and 

a  proof.  As  the  conviaion  IS  impofed,  not  owned,  fo  is  this 

SSafn^  ’hijf  U  obftinacr,  all  will 

’>  ’  uppermoft,  thev  will  be  judges  of 

CMS.  ,  Ctlkaion  cf  Owen  ,  Jennom  and  trail t,  1721,  p .  3  J  2 . 
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the  principal  end  of  the  Spanidi  inquifition,  by 
proclaiming  impunity  to  all  their  whoriili  and 
wolvifh  emifiaries.  Nor  is  it,  fays  he,  a  fruftrating 
of  the  fweet  end  of  Chrift’s  coming,  which  was  to 
fave  fouls,  biic  rather  a  diredl  advancing  of  it,  to 
deltroy,  ir  need  be,  the  bodies  of  thofe  wolves,  who 

leek  to  deftroy  the  fouls  of  thofe  for  whom  Chrift 
died.”  C.  p. 

Mr.  Williams  replies,  I  cannot  without  great 
horror  obferve,  what  is  this  but  to  give  a  woful 
occafion,  at  Icaft  to  all  civil  powers  in  the  world,  to 
perfccute  thrift  in  his  poor  faints  and  fervants  ? 
!^ea,  if  mafter  Cotton  and  his  friends  of  his  con- 
Icience  lliould  be  caft  by  God’s  providence  (whofe 
^ heels  turn  about  in  the  depth  of  his  councils  won- 
jerfully)  I  fay  fliould  they  be  caft  under  the  reach 
oppofite  jwcrJs,  will  they  not  produce  mafter 
-otton  s  own  bloody  tenet  and  dodlrine  to  warrant 
.hem  (according  to  their  confciences)  to  deal  with 
urn  as  a  wolf,  an  idolater,  an  heretic,  and  as  dan¬ 
gerous  an  emiffary  and  feducer  as  any  whom  mafter 
..otton  fo  acciifeth  Mafter  Cotton  hath  no  reafont 
o  charge  the  difeufter  with  indulgence  or  partiality 
oward  Romifh  and  wolvifti  emiffaries ;  his  judg- 
nent  and  pra6lice  is  known  fo  far  dijfFerent,  that 
or  departing  too  far  from  them  (as  is  pretended) 

brands  and  bears  the  marks  of  one  of 
-nnlt  s  poor  perfecuted  heretics  to  this  day  f .  All 
at  he  pleaded  for,  is  an  impartial  liberty  to  their 
onlciences  in  worfhipping  God,  as  well  as  con- 
:^nccs  and  worfliips  of  other  their  fellow  fub- 
W.  p.  141,142. 

^  ^  This 

t  One  of  the  two  points  that  the  Maflachufetts  began  their 
intention  \vith  him  upon,  was  his  refufing  to  countenance  the 
illowfhip  ,chey  had  with  popifh  corruptions  in  the  church  0^ 
‘Hgland. 


*  ^  ■*  ^ ' 
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This  book  Mr.  Williams  dedicated  to  the  rulers 
of  New>Englanc!,  wherein,  after  feveral  ufeful  re¬ 
marks,  he  fays,  there  is  one  commodity  for  the 
fake  of  which  mod  of  God’s  children  in  New-Eng- 
land  have  run  mighty  hazards  *,  a  commodity  mar- 
velloufly  fcarce  in  former  times,  in  our  native  coun¬ 
try  :  It  is  the  liberty  of  fearching  after  God^s  mojl  holy 
7nbtd  and  pie af lire.  Of  this  mod  precious  and  inva¬ 
luable  jewel  if  you  fuffer  Satan  to  bereave  you, 
and  that  it  fliall  be  a  crime  humbly  and  paflibly  to 
queftion  even  laws  and Jlatutes^  or  whatever  is  even 
publicly  taught  and  delivered,  you  will  find  your- 
lelves  after  all  your  long  run  (like  that  little  French¬ 
man  who  killed  the  Duke  of  Guile,  and  was  takeri 
next  morning  near  the  place  from  whence  he  had  fled 
upon  a  fwife  horfe  all  night)  I  fay  you  will  mod  cer¬ 
tainly  find  yourfelves  but  where  you  were,  enflavcd 
and  captivated  in  the  chains  of  thofe  popiih  dark' 
nelfes,  viz.  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion, 
and  we  mud  believe  as  the  church  believes,  &c.— •. 
O  remember  that  your  gifts  are  rare,  your  profef- 
fions  of  religion  rare,  your  perfecutions  and  hidings 
from  the  dorms  abroad  rare  and  wonderful  So 
in  proportion  your  tranfgreffions  and  public  fins 
cannot  but  be  of  a  rare  and  extraordinary  guilt.  ? 
Amongd  the  crying  fins  of  our  own  or  other  finful 
natioi  s,  thole  two  are  ever  among  the  louded,  viz, 
invented  devotions  to  the  God  of  heaven,  zdly-)  Violence 
and  oppreffon  on  the  fons  of  men,  elpeciaily  of  hk 
ions,  for  diffenting.  That  the  impartial  and  dread¬ 
ful  hand  of  the  mod  holy  and  jealous  God,  a  confut¬ 
ing  fire,  tear  and  burn  not  up  at  lad  the  roots  of 

thofe  plantations,  but  gracioufly  difeerning  the 

plants 

*  Perfccutlon  drove  them  into  this  land,  where  they  were 
■  from  the  bloody  korai  of  intekine  wars  in  England, 
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plants  which  are  not  his,  he  may  graciouny  fanftify 
>nd  caufe  to  flourifh  what  his  right  hand  will  own, 
this  is  the  humble  and  unfeigned  defire  and  cry 
at  the  throne  of  grace,  of  your  fo  long  defpifed  out- 
caft,  Roger  Williams.”  W.  dedication,  p.  26,  27. 

Thus  1  have  laid  before  the  reader  fomc  of  the 
mofl:  material  points  of  that  controverfy  in  their  own 
words,  that  be  may  fee  what  thofc  principles  were 
which  New-England  writers  have  often  reproached, 
under  the  name  of  rigid  leparation  and  Anabaptifm  j 
and  alfo  how  the  ruling  party,  with  ail  their  boaftof 
orthodoxy,  could  confound  Jewifli  types  with  Chrift’s 
injlitutions,  in  order  to  keep  up  Piedobaptifm,  and 
the  ufe  of  fecular  force  in  religious  affairs  -,  and 
could  feparale  hom  the  common  rights  of  humani¬ 
ty  good  Chriftians,  and  fome  of  their  own  beft 
friei^ds,  only  for  teftifying  againft  fuch  confufton! 

“  At  a  General  Court,  March,  1645,  two  peti¬ 
tions  were  preferred,  one  for  fufpending  (if  not 
abolifliing)  a  law  made  againft  Anabaptifts  the  for¬ 
mer  year  ;  the  other  was  for  eafing  a  law  of  like  na¬ 
ture  made  in  Mrs.  Hutchinfon’s  time,  forbiddin_g  the 
entertaining  of  any  ftrangers,  without  licence  of 
two  magiftrates  •,  which  was  not  eafily  obtained  in 
thofe  days.  Some  at  this  time  were  much  afraid  of 
the  increafe  of  Anabaptifm.  This  was  the  reafon 
w'hy  the  greater  part  prevailed  for  the  ftrid  obfer- 
vation  of  the  aforefaid  laws,  although  paradventure 
a  little  moderation  as  to  fome  cafes  might  have  done 
very  well,  if  not  better.  Many  books  coming  out 
of  England  in  the  year  1645,  fome  in  defence  of 
Anabaptifm  and  other  errors,  and  for  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  as  a  flicker  for  a  general  toleration  of  all 
opinions,  &c-  others  in  maintenance  of  Prefbyte- 
rian  government  (agreed  upon  by  the  alTembly  of 
divines  at  Weftminfter)  againft  the  Congregational 

way 


/+ 
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vt_ay  which  was  pradifcd  in  New-England  •  the  mi 

nies^l^  ^  through  all  the  United  Colo- 

n  es  agreed  upon  a  meeting  at  Cambridge,  where 

they  conferred  their  councils,  and  examined  the  writ- 

thf  fiT  i"i'^  •  “’u  T*  prepared,  in  anfwer  to 

the  raid  books;  which  being  agreed  upon  and  per- 

AU  HnT,?'"  f England  to  be  printed,  viz, 
U!  VT  anfwer  to  Mr.  Rutherford  • 

rvir  Mather,  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Shepard,  about 

the  fame  fuhjefb  &c.  ^ 

Our  friends  in  Londoa,  hearing  of  the  law  made 

ed  M^?nh  r'  r  Earn- 

■  T^tnbes  having  written  an  examina¬ 

tion  of  Mr.  Stephen  MarfliaPs  fermon  upon  infant 
baptifm,  dedicated  to  the  Weftminfter  affembly, 
Mr.  Tombes  was  moved  to  fend  a  copy  of  his  exa¬ 
mination  to  the  mmiltcrs  of  New-England,  and 
wrote  an  cpiftle  with  it  to  them,  dated  from  the 
Temple  in  London,  May  25,  ,645  ;  hoping  there- 
t»y  to  put  them  upon  a  more  exaft  fludy  of  that 
controverfv,  and  to  allay  their  vehemency  ao-ainfl: 
the  baptiffs  §.  But  the  Weftminfler  aflembly^ were 
more  ready  to  learn  feverityfrom  this  country,  than 
iheie  were  to  leani  lenity  from  any  ;  for  the  Inde- 
pendents  on  December  4,  1 645,  prefented  a  requeft 
to  that  Prefbyterian  aflembly,  »  that  they  might  not 
be  forced  to  communicate  as  members  in  thofe 
pai  iHies  where  they  dwell ;  but  may  have  liberty 
to  have  congregations  of  fuch  perlbns  who  give 

good  teftimonies  of  their  godlinefs,  and  yet  out 
of  tendernefs  of  confcicnce  cannot  communicate 
in  their  parifhes-/’  but  the'alfembly  returned  a 
flat  denial,  and  laid,  this  opened  a  gap  for  all  fc^ls 

ta 


•  Hubbard. 

§  Cro%’s  hif.ory,  vol  i,  p.  121,  122. 


[i645*]  in  NEW-ENGLAND.  iy^ 

‘‘  to  challenge  fuch  a  liberty  as  their  due  and  thas 
this  liberty  was  denied  by  the  churches  of  New- 
England,  and  we  have  as  juft  ground  to  deny  it  as 
they  1!/' 

Sir  Henry  Vane  alfo,  when  his  intereft  in  Parlia- 
naenc  was  very  great,  wrote  to  Governor  Winthrop 
in  the  following  terms. 

Honored  Sir, 

“  I  received  yours  by  your  fon,  and  was  unwilling 
to  let  him  return  without  telling  you  as  muck. 
The  cxercilc  and  troubles  which  God  is  plealed  to 
lay  upon  thefe  kingdoms,  and  the  inhabitants  in 
them,  teaches  us  patience  and  forbearance  one  with 
another  in  fome  meafure,  though  there  be  diiFerencc 
in  our  opinions,  which  makes  me  hope  that,  from  the 
experience  here,  it  may  alfo  be  derived  to  yourfelves, 
left  while  the  Congregational  way  amongft  you  is  in 
Its  freedom  and  is  backed  with  power,  it  teach  its 
appugners  here  to  extirpate  it  and  root  it  out,  from 
ICS  own  principles  and  praiftice.  I  lhall  need  lay  no 
more,  knowing>our  fon  can  acquaint  you  particu-* 
.any  with  our  affairs.'  Sir,  I  am  your  affeftion.ue 
:riend,  and  fervant  in  Chrift,  H.  Vane 

June  lo,  1645. 

Had  not  the  notion  of  fecuring  religion  to  their 
30ttcricy,  by  infant  baptihn  and  the  magiftrates 
)ower,  lirongly  prepoffefied  their  minds,  how  could 
hey  have  relifted  all  thefe  motives  to  lenity  as  they 
lid.  1  hat  they  were  under  a  very  ftrong  bias  may 
le  feen  in  three  pieces  which  were  wrote  this  year 
gainft  the  Bapiifts.  One  of  them  was  by  Mr.  Cot¬ 
on  w^ho  was  fo  much  afraid  of  having  both 
Ides  of  the  argument  examined,  that  he  gives 
s  neither  the  names  of  the  authors  he  wrote  againft 

nor  . 

Ij  Cro%’s  hiftory.  vol.  i,  p,  ,85,  ,86. 

.  MalTachufetcs  Hnlory,  vol.  3,  p.  137.  ' 
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nor  the  titles  of  their  works ;  only  he  owns  them  td 
be  fuch  as  did  not  deny  rnagiftrates^  nor  predefti- 
natioDj  nor  original  fin  ;  nor  maintain  free  will 
in  converfion,  nor  apodacy  from  grace ;  but 
only  deny  the  lawful  life  of  baptifm  of  children^ 
‘‘  becaufe  it  wanteth  a  word  of  commandment  and 
example  from  the  feriptureT  And  he  fays,  I 
am  bound  in  Chriitian  love  to  believe,  that  they 
who  yield  fo  far^  do  it  out  of  confcience,  as  fol- 
lowing  herein  the  example  of  the  apoftle,  who 
profeffed  himfelf,  and  his  followers,  we  can  do  no- 
thing  againji  the  truths  hut  for  the  truth.  But  yet 
1  believe  v/ithalj  that  it  is  not  out  of  love  to  the 
truth  that  Satan  yielded  fo  much  to  the  truth,  but 
rather  out  of  another  ground,  and  for  a  worfe 
end.  Pie  knoweth  the  times  that  how,  by  the  good 
and  ftrong  hand  of  God,  they  are  let  upon  puri- 
ty  and  reformation.  And  now  to  plead  againft 
the  baptiim  of  children  upon  any  of  thofe  Armi- 
niaa  and  popifh  grounds,  which  be  fo  grofly  iin- 
gracious  as  thofe  above  named,  Satan  knoweth 
and  feeth  they  would  utterly  be  rejeded  J.  He 
choofeth  therefore  rather  to  play  imali  game,  as 
they  fay,  than  tolofeall.  Pie  now  plcadeth  no  other 
argument  in  thefe  ftirring^  times  of  reformation 
than  may  be  urged  from  a  main  principle  of  pu- 
rity  and  reformation,  viz.  that  no  duty  of  God's 
worfrjip^  nor  any  ordinance  of  religion^  is  to  be  admi- 
vJjiered  in  the  churchy  but  fuch  as  hath  juft  warrant 
from  the  word  of  God,  And  by  urging  this  argu- 
meet  againft  the  baptifm  of  children,  Satan  tranf- 
formcih  himfelf  into  an  angel  of  light-,  and  the 
‘‘  fpiiit  of  error  and  profanenefs  into  a  minifter  or 

truth  and  righteoufnefs*  And  fo  he  hopeth  to' 

prevail 

X  Here  is  an  acknowledgment*  tkat  the  Eaptifts  of  that  dsy 

did  not  hold  the  errors  ch^irged  upoa  them  in  “the  aforefaid  law. 
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prevail,  either  with  thofe  rhen  -who  do  believe 
the  lawful  and  holy  ufe  of  children’s  bapiilm  to 
7^  renounce  that  principle,  and  fo  to  renounce  aHb 
all  reformation  brought  in  by  it :  Or  e!fe,  if  rh'ey 
flick  to  that  principle,  ihen  *to  renounce  the  b  p- 
tifmof  children;  and  fo  the  reformation  begun 
will  neither  fpread  far,  nor  continue  long.  For 
if  godly  parents  do  withdraw  their  children  from 
the  covenant,  and  from  the  feat  of  the  covenant^ 
they  do  make  void  (as  much  as  in  them  lieth)  -the: 
covenant  both  to  themfclves,  and  to  their  children  ; 
and  then  will  the  Lord  cut  ofFfuch  fouls  from  his 
‘‘  people,  Gen.  xvii.  14,  And  fo  the  reformation^ 
begun  w'ith  a  bleffing^  will  end  in  a  curfe,  anti 
‘‘  in  a  cutting  feparation  either  of  parents  or  of  chil- 
dren,  or  both,  from  the  Lord  and  his  people  - 
About  the  fame  time  a  minifler  at  Lynn  wrote  z 
volume  againft  various  Baptift  authors ;  but  before 
he  came  to  any  of  their  arguments  he  faid,  ever 
fince  that  word  of  old,  I  will  put  enmity  hetwixt 
tkee  and  the  woman^  and  hetzmxt  thy  feed  and  her 
feed^  Satan  hath  had  a  fpecial  fpite  at  the  feed 
of  the  church:  Witnefs  that  a£l  of  Cain^  wha 
was  therein  of  that  evil  One,  in  killing:  his  brother 

^  *.Ty 

Abel :  Whence  alfo  that  projeft  of  Satan,  all  the 
ways  that  may  be,  to  lay  foundations  of  corriipt« 
ing,  and  in  time  ruining  the  feeci  of  the  churc!?. 
by  unequal  marriages,  &c.  Gen.  vi,  i,  2,  Neh. 
xiii.  23,  24,  Whence  alfo  that  act  of  his,  iii 
ftirring  up  his  inftruments  to  deride  little  Ifaac. 
Whence  aUo  that  faranical  pradlice  of  feeking  to 
cut  them  off  by  Pharoah,  Exod.  h  by  Edomites^ 
Pialm  cxxxvii.  by  Babylonians,  Jer.  ix.  Syri® 
ans,  Dan.  viii.  Herod,  Matt.  ii.  &c.  or  If  they 

A  a  be 

§  Cotton’s  Groan-ds  and  Ends  of  CkUdren’s  Bapurm>  printed. 
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“  be  not  cut  olF  in  fueh  fort,  yet  to  ftir  up  perfons 
under  pretence  of  religion,  to  devote  them  unto 
“  the  very  devil,  Jer.  vii.  jt,  &c.  Ezek.  xvi. 
20,  &c.  or  if  they  live,  yet  to  perfuade  to 
their  detainment  under  an  Egyptian  ejiate,  and 
exclufion  from  any  church  care  or  pnvilccre.— 
Who  feeth  not  how  Satan  doth  fetk  by°fiich' 

to  undermine  the  fucceffion  of  the 
true  religion,  and  of  true  vifible  churches, 
“  which  have  ufed  to  be  continued  in  and  by  the’ 
“  church  feed  ?  And  what  is  Satan’s  fetch,  to  bring 
this  about,  but  the  old  trick,  to  create  (as  I  may 
fay)  fcruples  in  the  hearts  of  God’s  people, 
knowing  well  that  it  is  a  taking  wile  firft  to  bc- 
mift  through  Inch  legerdemain  the  eyes  of  the 
mind,  and  then  to  fpoil  them  of  truth.  It  took 
with  our  grandmother  Eve,  and  was  the  inlet  of 
all  error  and  evil.  Hath  Cod  /aid  it?  was  the 
“  old  ferpentine  infinuation  to  blind  and  buzzle, 
and  fo  corrupt  firft  the  judgment  in  point  of  war¬ 
rant  of  this  or  that  praiflice.-^How  many  pre- 
“  cious  profellbrs,  to  outward  view  at  leaft,  did  at 
“  firft  entertain  fome  fcruples  about  the  external , 
“  intereft  of  church  members  children  in  the  co- 
“  venant,  and  initiatory  feal  of  it,  which  now  pe¬ 
remptorily  cenfure  the  fame  as  antichriftian  and 
human  inventions  ?  Let  my  advice  be  grateful  to 
thee  thus  far,  Chriftian  reader,  to  take  heed  of 
unnecelTary  difcourfes  and  difputes  with  fatanicai. 
fuggeftion.s,  under  what  promifing  and  plaufible 
“  pretences  foever  they  come. — It  is  not  the  firft  age 
“  of  time,  that  fatanicai  fuggeftions,  thus  it  is  ‘writ- 
“  /«»,  and  thus  faith  th^  Lord,  hath  been  pro- 
‘‘  pounded  [h” 

The 

11  Mr*  TKornas  Cobbet’s  V :n^ication  of  the  CtovcftcHt  artJ  ChuTch 
Eftatsof  Children  oj'  Church  Members,  printed  in  London,  1648, 

preface. 
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The  queftlon  has  often  been  afked  in  our  day, 
what  do  you  think  of  our  good  fathers  who  held  to 
infant  baptifm  ?  How  did  they  get  along  ?  Here 
you  have  an  anfwer  in  their  own  words  j  and  the 
famous  Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin  ufhered  thefe  per¬ 
formances  into  the  world  with  a  recommendatory 
preface  to  each  of  them  ^  and  the  fentiments  and 
temper  of  them  have  evidently  been  handed  dowm 
by  tradition  ever  fince.  But  I  appeal  to  the  cob- 
fcience  of  every  reader,  whether  he  can  find  three 
worfe  things  on  earth,  in  the  management  of  contro- 
verfy,  than  firft  to  fecrecly  take  the  point  difputed 
for  truth  without  any  proof  ;  then  fecondly  blend¬ 
ing  that  error  wlfli  known  truths,  to  make  artful 
addreffbs  to  the  affedtions  and  pafiions  of  the  audi¬ 
ence,  to  prejudice  their  minds,  before  they  hear  a 
word  that  the  relpondcnt  has  to  fay.  And  thirdly^ 
if  the  refpondenc  refufes  to  yield  to  fiich  manage¬ 
ment,  then  to  cal!  in  the  fecular  arm  to  compleat 
the  argument.  And  were  not  thefe  the  methods  that 
were  then  taken  to  fupport  Paedobaptifm  ?  The 
Proteftants  way  of  defending  their  caufe  againft  the 
Papifts  was,  “  if  that  ye  will  prove  that  your  ce- 
remonies  proceed  from  faith,  and  do  pleafe  God, 
ye  muft  prove  that  God  in  exprefs  words  hath 
commanded  them,  or  elle  iliall  you  never  prove 
that  they  proceed  from  faith,  nor  yet  that  they 
pieale  God  But  when  this  argument  was 
urged  againft  infant  baptifm,  Cotton  without  any 
proof  afierts  that  “  Satan  transformeth  himfelf  into 
^  an  angel  of  light.’’  And  the  whole  of  the  above 
'ecited  addreftes  to  men  and  women’s  paffions,  are 
evidently  founded  upon  the  fuppofition,  that  infarct 

A  a  2  baptifm 


irefacc,  p.  7  9,  Mr.  Tombs  fays  Mr.  Cotton  wrote  to  him,  that 

he  piece  he  fent  them  was  delivered  to  Mr*  Cobbet  to  2.nfwci. 
ICaox’s  Hiflory  of  the  Reformation,  p*  104. 
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baptlfm  is  as  infallibly  required  by  God,  as  ab- 
Itaining  from  the  turbidden  fruit  was,  or  Abraham 
Gircuracifiug  his  children  ;  and  having  taken  the 
very  point  which  is  difpiued  for  truth,  without  any 
eviJence,  they  blended  that  with  many  knovvm  fafts 
recorded  in  Icripture,  and  thereupon  rank  the  op- 
pole rs  oi  that  point  with  the  old  ferpent  the  devil 
and  Satan,  and  with  his  inftruments  Cain,  Pharoah, 
I  ierod,  and  other  murderers  ;  yea  with  fuch  as  facri- 
ficed  tiieir  children  to  devils!  And  thishiftory  con¬ 
tains  abundant  evidence  ot  their  adding  the  ma- 
gdlnte’s  iwt>rd  to  all  thefe  hard  words,  which  were 
uied  in  their  prefaces  before  they  came  to  any 
of  the  BaptilVs  arguments.  Wfien  Mr.  Cotton 
came  to  them,  the  firfl:  of  them  is,  that  in  Chrift’s 
comm  ffion  to  his  minifters,  he  ordered  them  firfl  to 
teach  or  make  difeipks^  and  then  to  baptize  them 
and  he  lays  two  arguments  offer  themielves  for  his 
way  from  hence. 

1,  Such  as  be  difciples,  they  are  to  baptized; 
but  the  children  of  the  faithful,  they  are  difeir 
pies ;  therefore  children  of  the  faithful,  they  are 
to  be  baptized.’-  And  to  fupport  this  aflertlon 
he  turns  to  Ifaiah  liv.  13,  all  thy  children  Jhatl 
be  taught  cf  God ;  and  fays  he,  ‘d  if  they  be  taught 
of  God,  then  are  they  difciples  ;  for  that  is  the 
meaning  of  the  v/ord.  Difciples  are  taught  of 
of  God This  is  true,  and  our  Lord 
quotes  this  text  to  fliew  how  the  father  draws  fouls 
to  h  mfelf^  and  fays  upon  it,  “  every  ?nan^  there- 
fore  that  hath  heard^  and  hath  learned  of  the  fa- 
ther,  cometh  unto  me,’^  John  vi.  45.  Can  we 
defire  a  more  exaft  and  certain  definicioa  of  the 

word 

*  Cotton’s  Grouiids  and  Ends,  p.  5,  6. 

§  Note,  Chrdl  ilic ws  that  the  word  children  in  that 
po/lerity  ;  mm  that  are  taught. 
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word  difciple  than  we  have  here?  And  let  con- 
fcienc^  (peak  betore  him  who  will  judge  us  all  i 
do  you  who  pradife  in  this  difputed  way,  believe 
when  you  bring  your  infants  to  be  fprinkled  that 
they  have  heard  and  learned  of  the  father^  io  as  to 
co'^ne  unto  Chrijl  ?  And  do  you  bring  them  becaUiC 
they  be  taught  of  God  ?  If  they  are  not,  they  are  not 
difeipks  according  to  the  known  meaning  of  the 
word. 

Mr.  Cotton  frames  his  fecond  argument  from 
Exod.  xii.  48,  where  God  required  every  profelyte 
to  have  all  his  males  circumciled,  before  he  could 
come  to  the  paffijvcr*,  upon  wh?ch  Cotton  fays,  if 
then  our  Lord’s  fupper  come  in  the  room  of  the 
paff^ver,  and  our  baptifm  in  the  room  of  circum- 
clfion,  like  as  he  that  had  not  circumcifed  his 
males,  was  accounted  as  one  uncircumcifed  him- 
fclf,  -and  fo  to  be  debarred  from  the  paflbver,  fo 
he  who  hath  not  baptifed  his  children,  is  account- 
ed  of  God  as  not  baptized  himfelf,  and  fo  to  be 
debarred  from  the  Lord’s  fupper.  If,  therefore 
you  forbid  baptifm  to  children,  you  evacuate  the 
baptifm  of  their  parents,  and  fo  make  the  com- 
‘‘  mandment  of  God,  and  the  commiffion  to  the 
apoftles,  and  the  baptifm  of  believers,  of  none 

Thefc  are  the  two  main  arguments  for  Infant  bap¬ 
tifm  to  this  day  ;  and  they  both  hang  upon  the  lit¬ 
tle  word  IF,  which  I  think  is  a  very  fmall  pin  torefl: 
the  weight  of  whole  provinces  and  kingdoms  upon  : 
Jf  infants  are  difciples  by  virtue  of  their  parents 
profelTion,  then  are  they  to  be  baptized  ;  and  if  our 
baptifm  comes  in  the  place  of^  the  circumcifion  of 
Jewifh  profelytes,  then  we  cannot  lawfully  omit 
bringing  our  infants  thereto.  But  what  if  this  fup- 

pofitioa 

I  Ibid,  p.  iz; 
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K'  “'r'  “  “  "■“''' « 

iSil  A V  ^  that  way 

bicln^t^  circumcife  any 

but  iLKh  as  were  either  born  in  his  houfe  or  bouei^ 

v/tth  h,s  money.  The  firft  order  that  was  given  S 

bnngmg  m  otners  by  houjholds  was  /*  tibe  day  that 

airae.  came  out  of  Egypt.  Now  as  we  make  no 
pretence  ot  being  Abraham’s  natural  pofterity,  nor 
or  being  bought  wuh  Jewi/h  money,  Ihe  argLenJ 
Ml  turns  upon  a  luppolal  that  Gentile  believers 
ug  It  to  bring  their  hournolds  with  them  to  baprifm 

ImT'f circumcifion! 

But  1  .cnov/  not  how  words  can  exprefs  the  contrary 
more  p.ain.y  than  God  himleU  has  done  in  this  cafe^ 
lor  he  ,ays  nis  new  covenant  is  not  according  to 
that  he  made  with  Ifrael  on  faid  day,  Heb  viTi  S 

■"<="  «f«n  affid  thacThe  "'i 

'nances  diiicr,  while  the  fubjeSJs  are  the  fame  •  But 

the  text  affures  us  exprefly,  that  the  main  difference 
ss  in  the  fubjefts  ;  that  the  fubjeds  of  the  new  cove- 
iiant  ^//  know  GcJfrom  the  k^Jt  to  the  great  ell.  When 
this  is  mentioned,  they  would  then  turn  it  to  the 
difference  betwixt  the  outward  adminiftratiqn  and 
toward  efficacy  of  the  covenant;  but  that  cannot  be 
here  intended,  becaufe  diat  diftindion  was  as  real 
in  Abraham  s  time  avS  it  is  now,  as  the  apoftle  fliews 
in  Rom,  iv.  1 1,  which  text  is  often  brought  for 
a  proof  that  the  covenant  is  the  fame  now  as  with 
Abraham,  ft  does  prove  that  the  internal  efficacy 
of  divine. mftitutions  was  the  fame  upon  believers 
then  as  now  ;  only  their  faith  was  fixed  on  a  future 
Nfefljah,  ours  on  one  already  come.  The  difference 
tlien  betwixt  the  two  covenants  we  are  Ipeaking  0^ 
is  not  internal,  but  external.  By  divine  inftitiition 
a  whole  fa.mily  and  a  whole  nation  were  then  taken 
jflto  covenant  j  txQV  uoat 'Ait  added  to  the  church 

l>j 


-4b 


[i645‘]  new- EN  gland:  I5| 

iy  the  Lord  but  believers  Vv^ho  fhall  be  favscl^  Acls 
ii.  41,  47.  Profeflbrs  who  had  not  thi  *  charadier 
yNtx^  falfe  brethren  unawares  brought  in^  Gal.  ii.  4, 
Their  being  in  was  owing  to  mens  imperfeftion,  and 
not  to  God’s  inftitution ;  yet  becaufe  the  Baprifts 
refulcd  to  yield  to  a  praftice  they  viewed  to 
be  not  only  without,  but  dire<flly  againd  divine 
inftitution,  they  were  abufed  in  the  manner  above 
deferibed;  and  Mr.  Cobbet  concludes  his  difeourfe 
with  a  few  inferences,  in  which  he  fays,  ^M'ee  the 
danger  and  deteftablenefs  of  Anabaptifticai  te- 
nets,  giving  God  and  Chnll  (in'  part)  the  He, 
vailing  the  glory  of  his  preventing  grace  of  cove- 
nant,  Numb.  xi.  ;8 — Condemning  the  judg- 
menc  and  practice  of  former  churches,  Je  s  and 
Gentiles — Whence  that  prepkane  trick  of  feme  to 
turn  their  back  upon  the  churches  [when  they 
fprinkled  infants]  as  if  all  their  perfons,  and 
prayers,  and  tellowfliip,  were  unclean  :  Whenccthe 
ftiiingofit  antichriftian,  &c.  What  is  this  but  to 
hlnfphefns  2ind  tabernacle  and  faints  of 

God  Rev.  xiii.”  Thus  the  Baptifts  were  ac- 
cufed  by  thofe  noted  authors  of  prophanenefs  and 
blafphemy,  only  tor  their  manifefting  by  word  and 
gefture  their  diflent  from  infant  fprinklrng. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Ward,  of  Iplwich  (the  Inciian 
name  of  whiph  was  Agawam)  who,  with  Mr.  Cot- 
.on,  had  oft/*n  been  improved  bv  the  Court  in  com- 
pofing  their  law-Liook,  publifhed  a  tract  this  year 
jnder  a  fanciful  title,  wh-ch  contains  the  following 
iddrefies  to  the  Anabaptifts.  i.  To  entreat  them 
to  confijer,  -what  an  high  pitch  of  boldncfs  it  is, 
for  a  man  to  cut  a  principal  ordinance  out  of  the 
^  kingdom  of  God  ;  if  it  be  but  to  make  a  dilloca- 
tion,  which  fo  far  dilgoods  the  ordinance,  I  fear 
[  it  altogether  unhailows  it.  To  tranfplacc'  or 

tranftime 
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•ij 

tranftime  a  Rated  inRitutlon  of  Jcfiis  ChriR,  with- ; 
out  hia  direction,  I  think  is  to  deftroy  it  (1.  2^1 

What  acruelty  it  is,  to diveft  children  of  that  only  ! 
“  external  privilege  which  their  heavenly  fatheoJ 
“  hath  bequeathed  them,  to  intereft  them  vifiblyl 
“  in  himlelf,  his  fon,  his  fpirit,  his  covenant  of  ; 
“  peace,  and  the  tender  bofoni  of  their  carefuT' 
“  mother  the  church'.  3.  What  an  inhumanity  ij 
“  is,  to  deprive  parents  of  that  comfort  they  may 
“  take  frqm  the  baptifm  of  their  infants  dying  iri 
“  their  childhood.  4.  How  unfcafonably  and  un-  ^ 
“  kindly  iris, 'to  intcrturbe  the  Rate  and  church" i 
“  with  their  Amalakitijh  c'nfets,  when  they  are  in  ^ 
“  their  extreme  pangs  of  travel  with  their  lives  ?  ’ 
“  5.  To  take  a  thorough  view  of  thofe  who  have  ; 
“  perambled  this  by-path;  being fometimes  in  the  \ 
“  crowds  of  foreign  wederdrepers,  i.  e.  Anabaptifts;  'i 
and  prying  into  their  inward  frames  with  the  beft  | 
“  eyes  I  had,  I  could  but  obferve  thofe  dilguifed  ^i 
guifes  in  the  generality  of  them.  i.  A  flat  for-1 
mality  of  fpirit,  without  fait  or  favour  in  the  fpi* 'I 
“  ritualities  of  Chrift ;  as  if  their  religion  had  be- ’’I 
“  gun  and  ended  in  their  opinion.  2.  A  fliallow’J 
“  flighting  of  fuch  as  diflfenc  from  them,  appear- 
“  ing  too  often  in  their  faces,  fpeeches  and  car- 1 
riages.  3.  A  feeble  yet  peremptory  obftinacy  i  I 
“  Seldom  are  any  of  them  reclaimed  | 

By  thefe  extrafts  the  reader  may  fee  the  temper.^ 
and  language  of  Psedobaptiits  in  that  day  ;  and  hovv;^ 

muchj 

II  How  eafily  mav  this  reafoitln^  be  retorted  ?  Chrifi’s  inftpM 
tution,  and  the  apodles  adminiftrations  of  baptifm,  were  expref^jB 
ly  to  fuch  as  believed,  gladly  received  the  word,  and  ihould  btM 
faved  ;  and  thofe  who  profefTed  fuch  a  faith,  went  into  the 
ter,  and  were  buried  in  baptifm  ;  and  according  to  this  writer^sM 
do£trine,'liow  does  it  dcitroy  the  ordinance  to  change  it  into  a 
fprinkling  of  infants  ?  J 

Simple  Cobier  ef  Agawam,  p*  i6,  xy*  Huliard  J 
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much  of  the  fame  has  there  been  iii  later  times  ?  Of 
fcharging  us  with  cruelty,  becaule  we  hold  that  nc? 
afts  of  men  can  intcreil  children  in  the  grace  ot 
God,  before  they  are  taught  and  believe  his  truths 
.and  becaufe  we  dare  not  place  our  hopes  of  infants 
faivation  upon  the  doings  of  minifters  and  churches^ 
inftead  of  the  fovereign  mercy  of  God  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  unto  whom  we  would  corrimit  them  by  ber 
Eeving  prayer,  and  if  they  live^  would  ufe  allgoi- 
.  pel  methods  for  their  con  verfion^  and  obed*>ence  to 
all  his  commands  ?  How  much  alfo  have  wc  feen 
of  their  affuming  God’s  prerogative^  in  judging  the 
hearts  of  ftich  as  yield  not  to  their  arguments  ? 

As  all  the  foregoing  means  wer.e  ineffcAiiai,  fome 
of  the  minifters  prefented  a  bill  to  the  General 
Court  this  year,  for  .the  calling  a  fyndd  to  fettle 
thefe  and  other  ecclefiaft.ical  affairs.  /VThe  magi- 
ilrattes  pafled  the  bill, .  but  fome  of  the  deputies 
queftipned  the  power  of  the  Court;  td  require  their 
churches  to  fend  theit  nleitengets  to  fuc,h  a  conven¬ 


tion,  as  not  being  fatisfied  that  any  fuch  power  vvas 
given  by  Chrift  to  the  civil  mag^ftrates  over  the 
churches  in  fiich  cafes’.”  This  cauied  a  debate;  the 
conclurion  of  which  was;  that  the  enfuing  fynod 
fhould  be  convened  by  way, of  motion  only  to  the 
churches,  and  iiot  in  words  of  command  §.  The 
oMer  of  k  began  thn$ :  ,  .  ^  , 

Bojlisfi^  i  §th  Month;  164.6, 
The  right  form  of  church,  government  and  diP 
cipline  being  agreed,'  part  of  the  kmgdom  of  Chrift 
upon  earth;,  therefore  tfie  eftablifhing  and  fettling 
thereof  by  the  joint  and  public  agreement  and  con- 
fent  of  churches,'  and  by  the  ftnfeioh  of  civil  autho¬ 
rity,  muft  needs  greatly  conduce  to  the  honor  iind 
glory  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  the  fettling 

B  b 
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and  fafety  of  church  and  commonwealth,  where 
luch  a  duty  is  diligently  attended  and  performed.'^ 
Upon  which  they  lent  out  their  motion  for  faid  fy- 
nod  j  to  enforce  which  they  fay,  “  that  for  want  of 
the  thing  here  fpoken  of,  W  differences  of  opi- 
nion  and  pradicc  of  one  church  from  another  do  ' 
already  appear  amongft  us  j  and  others  (if  not 
tunely  prevented)  are  like  fpeedily  to  enfue,  and 
this  not  only  in  leifer  things,  but  even  in  points  of 
no  ifnall  confequence  and  very  material ;  to  jo- 
itance  in  no  more  but  thofe  about  baptifm,  and  th« 
perlons  to  be  received  thereto,  in  which  one  .parti¬ 
cular  the  apprehenfions  of  many  perfons  in  the 
country  are  known  not  a  little  to  differ;  for  where- 

minifters  do  baptize  the 
children  if  the  grandfather  or  grandmother  be  fet 
members,  though  the  immediate  parents  be  not 
and  others,  though  for  avoiding  of  difference  of 
neighbour  churches  they  do  not  yet  adually  fo 
practife,  yet  they  do  much  incline  thereto.  And 
•many  perfons  living  in  this  country  who  have  -been 
members  of  the  congregations  in  England,  but  arc 
not  found  fit  to  be  received  at  the  Lord’s  table 
here,  there  be  notwithftanding  confiderable  perfons 
in  tbelc  churches  who  do  think  that  children  of 
thefe  alfo,  upon  fome  conditions  and  terms,  may  and 
ought  to  be  baptized  :  Likewife  on  the  other  fide 
there  be  fome  among  us  who  do  think  that  whate- 
•ver  be  the  ftate  of  the  parents,  baptifm  ought  not 
to  be  dilpenfed  to  any  infants  whatfeever;  which 
various  apprehenfions  beii^g  feconded  with  praftices 
according  thereto^  as  in  part  they  already  are,  and 
are  like  to  be  more,  muft  needs,  if  not  timely  re¬ 
medied,  beget  fuch  differences  as  will  be  difpleafing 
to  the  Lorc),^  and  offenfive  to  others,  and  danger- 
IQ  ourfclres.”  Thefe  ^cre  their  reafons  for 

calling 
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calling  the  fynod,  and  the  work  affigned  for  them 
was  to  “  difcufs,  dlfpute,  and  clear  up  by  the  word' 

of  God,  fuch  queftions  of  church  government,  and 

difcipJine,  in  the  things  aforementioned,  or  any  other 

13-  they  lhali  think  needful  and  meet,  and  tO’ 

continue  fa  doing,  till  they  or  the  major  part  of 

:hem  fliall  have  agreed  upon  form  of  govirntnent 

md  .dfdplme,  for  the  main  and’  fubftantial  parts 

;her,cof,  as  that  which  they  judge  agreeable  to  the 

roly  fcripturcs;  which  when' it  was  finifhed  was  to' 

he  prefented  to  the  General  Court,  “  to  the  end  that 

:he  lanre  being  found  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 

t  may  receive  from  the  faid  General  Court  fuch 

ipprobation  as  is  meet,  chat  the  Lord  being  thus 

icknowledged  by  church  and'  Hate,  to  be  our 

udge,  our  lawgiver  and  King,  he  may  be  graciouf- 

y  pleafed  ftill  to  fave  us,  as  hitherto  he  hath 
lone 

Here' we  may  plainly  fee  wherein  their  great  mi- 
take  lay.  They  confounded  the  judgment  that 
hey  formed  upon  the  feripture  with  the  rule  itlelf. 
llfo  the  majority  alTumed  the  power  of  judging  for 
he  whole,  and  of  punifhing  diffencers  -from  their 
udgriiencs,  as  breakers  of  God’s  law;  a  delufiora 
hat  the  world  is  not  clear  ©f  to  this  day,  though 
ight  and  truth  have  gained  much  finCe  that  time. 

^  We  are  told  ikat  oppofition  was  made  in  fome  of 
he  churches  againft  fending  to  that  fynod,  notwith- 
-anding  the  moderate  expreffions  in  the  Court’s  or- 
er  for  it,  and  Mr.  Hubbard  fays  the  principai 
ten  who  raifed  k  were  “  fome  who  lately  came 
rom  England,  where  fuch  a  vaft  liberty  was  plead- 
d  for,  by  all  that  rabble  of  men  that  went  under 
te  name  of  Independents,  whether  Anabaptifts, 


•  This  requeft  was  alfo  fent  to  the  churches  of  Flymouth  an, 
-onncdicut  cOiOnies.  Majfachujetts  Records, 

^  2  Antinomians 
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Antinomians,  Familifts  and  Seekers,  far  beyond 
the  moderate  limits  pleaded  for  by  Congregacionai  ‘ 
divines  in  the  allcmuly  at  Wcilminfter,  fuch  as  Dr, 
Goodwin,  Mr.  Nye,  Mr.  Burroughs,  &c.  who  yet 
tacked  about  further  than  they  need  to  have  done, 
A  great  part  of  the  Parliament^  alfo,  then  in  being,' 
inclined  much  that  way,  and  had  by  their  commif- 
fioners  lent  word  cp  all  the  Englifh  plantations  in 
the  Wed-Indics,  and  Summer  Iflands,  that  all  men 
lliould  enjoy  their  liberty  of  confcience  i  and  had  by 
their  letters  alfo  intimated  the  fame  to  chofe  of  New- 
England.  Some  few  of  the  church  at  Boiion  ad¬ 
hered  to  chefe  principles, 'vvhich' made  therrj  ftickle 
lb  much  againll  the  calling  of  the  fynod  at  that 
.  time  ;  againll  which  they  raifed  a  threefold  objec¬ 
tion.  1.  That  by  a  liberty  already  eftablifhed 
among  the  laws  of  New- England,  the  elders  or 
minillers  of  the  churches  have  liberty  to  aflemble 
upon  all  pccaiions,  without  the  compliance  of  the 
civil  authority.  2.  It  was  obferved  that  this  motion 
came  originally  from  fornc  of  the  minifters,  and  not  \ 
from  the  Court.  3,  In  the  order  was  expreffed, 
that  what  the  major  part  of  the  afiembly  fnonld  ■ 
^gree  upon  Ihould  be  prelented  to  the  Court  for  j 

their  confirmation.  '  '  . .  "  '  ’ 

To  the  firji  it  was  anfwered,  that  faid  liberty  , 
yas  granted  only  for  help  in  cafe  of  extremity,  if  in 
time  to  come  either  the  civil  authority  fhould  grov/  ' 
oppofite  to  the  churches,  or  neglect  the  care  of  : 
them,  and  not  with  any  intent  to  praflife  the  fame  » 
while  the  civil  rulers  were  nurfing  fathers  to  the  i 

church  E-  To  the it  was  anfwe;:ed,  it  was 

....  ...  .....  .  , 

.  .  .  .  '  -1 

•f-  Mr.  Williams  in  dlfcufling  Mr.  Cotton’s  arguments  ob*  | 

feryed,  that  the  higher  powers  in  Rom.  xiii.  were  ilrangers  to  | 
Ood  and  true  religion,  from  v/hencchesrgucd,  that  for  Paul  to  I 
^  . .  .  V  command 


'.'r  *  ■ 

•  y 

""  4.  ®  *  S 

*  .  4 

...  ^ 
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not  for  the  churches  to  enquire  what  or  who  gave 
theoccafion;  but  if  they  thought  fit  to  defire  the 
churches  to  afford  them  help  of  council  in  any  mat¬ 
ter  which  concerned  religion  and  confcience,  it  was 
the  churches  duty  to  yield  it  to  them  ;  for  as  far  as  it 
concerns  their  command  or  requeft,  it  is  an  ordi¬ 
nance  of  man,  which  all  are  to  fubmit  unto  for  the 
Lord’s  fake,  without  troubling  themfelves  about  the 
occafioa  or  fuccefs.  For  the  third,  where  the  order 
fpeaks  of  the  major  part,  it  fpeaks  in  its  own  lan¬ 
guage, 

command  fubjeftion  to  fiich  in  fpiritual  caufes,  would  have 
been  to  put  out  the  eye  of  faith,  reafon  and  fenfe,  at  once.  To 
which  Mr.  Cotton  anfwers,  “  the  cafes  of  religion  wherein  wtf 
alU^zu  civil  magillrates  to  be  judges,  are  fo  fundamental  and 
palpable,  that  no  magiftratc  fludious  of  religion  in  the  fear  of 
God,  but  if  he  have  any  fpiritual  difeerning,  he  cannot  but 
judge  of  fuch  grofs  corruptions  as  unfufferahle  in  religion.—* 
**  But  for  fuch  magiHrates  as  are  merely  natural  and  Pagan, 
though  CKrillians  be  bound  to  fubje^l  themfelves  to  them  with 
patience  ;  yet  fuch  magiftrates  ought  to  forbsar  the  exercife 
of  their  power,  either  in  protecting  or  punifhing  matters  of 
religion,  dll  they  have  learned  fo  much  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  as  may  enable  them  to  difeern  of  things  that  differ/^ 
Tenu  ^ajhed^  \o\y  102.  In  reply  to  which  Mr.  Williams 
fays,  O  the  miferable  allowance  which  mafler  Cotton  hath 
brought  the  Kings  and  governors  of  the  world  unto  I  Wt  al- 
loKjj  thsm  to  judge  in  fuch  fundament  ah,  &G.— The  magillrate 
man;  wait  at  their  gates  for  their  poor  allowance  :  They  lhall 
judge,  and  they  fhall  not  judge  ;  they  fhail  judge  that  which 
is  grofs  and  palpable,  enough  to  hold  the  people  in  flavery^ 
f  ^  and  to  force  them  to  facrifice  to  the  priefi's  belly  ;  but  the  more 
fublime  and  nicer  ?nyjieries  they  mull  not  judge  or  touch,  but 
attend  upon  the  tables  of  the  priefti  infallibility Williams* t 
**  Reply,  p.  152.  “  if  Chrift  Jefus  have  left  fuch  power  with. 

the  civil  rulers  of  the  world,  for  the  eftablifhing,  goveriiing# 
f‘  and  reforming  his  church,  what  is  become  of  his  care  and 
love,  wifdom  and  faithfulnefs,  fince  in  all  ages  iince  he  left 
the  earth,  for  the  general,  he  hath  left  her  deftitute  of  fucH 
qualified  princes  and  governors,  and  in  the  courfe  of  hi's 
“  providence  furnilhed  her  with  fuch,  whom  he  knew  would  be 
as  fit  as  njjohes  to  prote<^  and  feed  his  fheep  and  people  P* 

p.  202.  "  -  •  '  .  . 
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Sn3  £0  retrain  the 

V  manner  of  their  proceeding-  nor  to- 

Wer  them,  but  that  they  might  firft  acquaint  the 

o  tt"  hav?  their  af!. 

•  i'  was  two  Lord’s-days  in  acitation 

with,  the  church  m  Bofton,  before  they  codHe 

ferought  toany  comfortable  condufion  :,\ut  on  » 

ieaure  aay  intervering,  Mr.  Norton,  teacher  of  the 
I  rcaac  Jpfwicn,  was  procured  to  fupply  the  place 

fobtl?!*’  \  ^  audience;  and  the 

fobj.di;  hen  handled  was,  Mofes  and  Aaron  kiffinff 

och  other  in  the  mount  of  God.— On  the  next 

JLord.s-day,  after  much  debate  in  Bofton  church  it 

was  agreed  by  the  vote  of  the  major  part,  that  the 

elders  and  three  of  the  brethren  fliould  be  fent  to 

the  fynod  t. 

This  account  from  one  of  their  noted  miniflers 
may  give  us  confiderable  light  about  the  aftin^s  of 
ehatday.  He  informs  xis  that  the  fynod  did'^not 
meet  til!  near  winter,  v/hen  after  afeffion  of  fourteen 
days,  they  adjourned  to  June  iS,  1647;  and  that 
lummer  proving  fickly  §,  they  were  forced  to  ad¬ 
journ  again  But  on  Auguft  16,  164S,  they  met, 
and  compleated  the  Cambridge  platform ;  the 
Jaft  article  of  which  lays,  if  any  church,  one 
or  more,  fliall  grow  fchifmatical,  rending  itfelf 
from  the  communion  of  cither  churches,  or  lliall 
walk  incorrigibly  or  obftinately  in  any  corrupt 
way  of  their  own,  contrary  to  the  rule  of  the 
word  ;  in  fuch  cafe  the  magiftrate  is  to  put 
forth  his  coercive  power,  as  the  matter  fhall 
Tcquire.  Which,  principle  the  Baptifts  and  others 

I  Hubbard. 

^  -The  celebrated  Mi>  Hooker,  miniiler  of  Hartford,  died 
Tdy  7,  1647, 
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fck  the  cruel  efFeds  of  for  many  years  after.  A 
claufe  was  alio  inferted  at  the  end  of  their  tenth 
chapter,  that  no  church  aft  can  be  confummated 
without  the  conlen^t  of  both  elders  and  brethren  ^ 
which  implicitly  gives  minifters  a  power  to 'ntgaci  ve 
the  churches  afts,  and  which  many  in  later  times 
have  contended  for  5  though  that  would  give  them 
fuch  a  lordly  power  over  the  church,  as  chief  judges 
in  the  ftate  are  not  allowed  to  have  in  the  executive 
courts  of  our  nation.  But  as  to  baptifm,  though 
the  order  for  calling  the  fynod  afferted  that  ^moft 
minifters  00  baptize  the  grandchildren  of  church 
memibcrs,  yet  that  afTertion  was  fo  far  from  truth, 
that  thofe  who  “laboured  much  to  have  this  prin- 
“  cipie  declared  and  afferted  in  the  platform,”  could 
not  effeft  it  becaufe  of  “  many  worthy  men  Mr. 
Hooker  had  publiftied  his  teftimony,  wherein  as  he 
afferted,  “  that  children  as  children  have  no  right 
to  baptifm,  fo  that  it  belongs  not  to  any  predeceffors 
.ither  nearer  or  farther  off  removed  from  the  next 
parents  to  give  right  of  this  privilege  to  their  chil¬ 
dren  f  :  Mr.  ^  1  homas  Shepard,  paftor  of  the 
church  where  this  fynod  met,  had  alfo  publicly  aik« 
td  what  members  every  particular  vifible  church 
Dught  to  confift  of?  and  anfwered,  that  “  Chrift  be- 
^  ing  the  head  of  every  particular  church,  and  it  his 
^  body,  hence  none  .are  to  be  members  of  the 
^  but  fuch  as  are  members  of  Chrift  hY 

faith.  ^  And  though  he  obferves  that  hypocrites 
^0  ometimes  creep  /;/,  yet  he  fays,  “  if  they  could 
have  been  known  to  be  fuch,  they  ought  to  be 
kept  out ;  and  when  they  are  known  they  arc  or- 
er  y  to  becaftout  And  there  was  ftil!  more  re¬ 
gard  paid  to  this  firll  principle  of  the  New- England 

c  I*  I.  •  Cii ui  oheSj 

>  Magnzlia,  b.  IV,  p.  17(5. 

t  Surveyor  Church  Difeipline,  part  3,  p.  ,3. 
firll  Principles  of  the  Oracles  of  God,  p.  25,  26. 
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churches,  than  could  confift  with  the  admiffion  of 
perfons  to  bring  their  children  to  baptifm,  who  were 
not  found  fid’  for  the  other  ordinance. 

It  may  be  proper  now  to  take  a  further  view  of 
the  affairs  of  Mr.  Gorton  and  his  company.  Upon 
their  being  releafed  and  banifhed,  as  I  have  related; 
they  went  to  Rhodc-Ifland,  and  from  thence  ovef 
to  Narraganfet,  where,  on  April  19,  1644,  they 
procured  a  deed  from  the  fachems^  whereby  they  re- 
figned  thcmfelves,  people,  lands,  rights,  inheri¬ 
tances  and  poffeffions,  over  unto  the  proteftion  and 
government  of  King  Charles-,  and  appointed  Sa¬ 
muel  Gorton,  and  others  their  agents,  to  carry  the 
fame  to  him.  This  was  figned  by,  Pafficus;  Canau- 
nicusand  Maxan,  and  witneffed  by  two  Indians  and 
three  Englifh.  The  lofs  of  their  great  fachem  Mi- 
antinomu  lay  very  heavy  upon  their  fpirits.  Hub¬ 
bard  fays  he  “  was  a  very  goodly  perfonage,  of  tall 
ftature,  fubtile  and  cunning  in  his  contrive- 
ments.”  In  May  came  a  letter  to  the  rulers  at 
Bofton,  figned  by  Canaunicus,  ‘‘  though  v/ritten  by 
fome  of  Gorton^s  company,  to  this  effeft,  that  they 
purpofed  to  make  war  upon  Uncas,  in  revenge  of 
th^e  death  of  Miaiitinomu  and  others  of  their  peo¬ 
ple*,  and  marvelled  that  the  Englifh  fliould  be 
againft  it;  and  that  they  had  put  themfelves  under 
the  government  and  protedlion  of  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  fo  were  become  their  fellow  fubjefts,  and 
therefore  if  any  difference  fhould  fall  between  them, 
it  oushc  to  be  referred  to  him  ;  profeffing  withal 
their  willingnefs  to  continue  all  friendly  correipon- 
dence  with  them.  The  General  Court  received 
another  letter  from  Gorton  and  his  company,  to  the’ 
like  effedt.  ‘‘  June  23,  news  came  that  the  Nar- 
raganfets  had  killed  fix  of  Uncas’s  men  and  five 
women,  and  had  feat  ty/o  hands  and  a  foot  to  Pum- 
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ham,  to  engage  him  to  join  with  them,  but  he  choie 
to  keep  to  the  Maflachuletts  *.  Contentions  increafed 
fo  much  the  next  year  that  an  extraordinary  meeting 
of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  United  Colonics  was  cal¬ 
led  .u  Bollon,  on  July  a8,  1645,  when  they  lent  rhred 
mclTengers  to  the  Narraganfets,  who  on  their  return 
brought  a  letter  from  Mr.  Williams  to  theCommif- 
fioncrs,  afluring  them  that  “  war  would  pielenti/ 
break  forthj  and  that  the  Narraganift  lachcais 
had  lately  concluded  a  neutrality  with  Frovitlence, 
and  the  towns  on  Aquedneck  illand  ”  Upon  wliic.h 
they  determined  to  raife  an  army  of  300  men,  in  the 
following  proportion,  viz.  190  out  of  the  Maffa- 
chufetts,  40  out  of  Plymouth,  40  out  of  Connedi- 
cut,  and  30  out  of  New  H  iven  colonies.  For¬ 
ty  were  raifed  immediately,  and  fent  away  under  the 
comthand  of  Lieutenant  Humphry  Atherton,  to 
protefl  Uncas,  till  Capt.  Mafon  fhould  meet  him 
there  with  the  weftern  forces,  who  were  then  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  meet  the  remainder  of  the  forces  from  the 
eaftward,  in  Narraganfetj  under  the  command  of 
Edward  Gibbons,  Major  General.'  After  which-Go- 
Vernor  Winthrop  informed  the  Commilfioners, 
“  that  fince  Miantinomu’s  death  the  Narraganlct  i'l-' 
chems  by  meflengers  fent  him  a  prefent,  exprtffing 
their  defire  to  keep  peace  v/irh  the  E  gl.fh  but  de¬ 
firing  to  make  war  with  Uncas  for  their  lachem’s 
deaih.’^  Theprefenewas  about  the  value  of  1 5  poan  is 
in  wampum,  but  herefufed  to  receive  it  upon  thui'e 
terms.  The  Commiflioners  concluded  to  take  the 
prefent  into  their  hands,  and  thereupon  lent  Cap¬ 
tain  Harding  and  Mr.  Wilbore  to  thofe  facliems. 

kD  u  ^  . 

'^vho  were  to  cake  Benedift  Arnold  with  them,  and 
inform  them  that  their  prefent  was  returned  and  not 
accepted,  unlefs  they  would  be  at  peace  wish  UriCas 
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as  well  as  the  Englifli ;  but  if  faid  fachcms  would 
come  with  them  to  Bofton,  they  fhould  have  liberty 
fafely  to  come  and  return  without  moleftation,  to  treat 
of  peace,  though  deputies  in  their  ftead  would  not 
now  do.  The  meflengers  returning  brought  back 
the  prefent,  and  informed  the  Commiflioners  that 
“  they  found  not  Benedid  Arnold  at  Providence, 
“  and  heard  that  he  durft  not  adventure  himfelf 

again  amongft  the  Narraganfet  Indians  without  a 
“  fufficient  guard.  They  alfo  underftood  that  Mr. 
“  Williams,  fent  for  by  the  Narraganfet  fachcms, 
“  was  going  thither,  wherefore  they  acquainted  him 
“  with  their  melTage,  fhewed  him  their  inilruftions, 
“  and  made  ufe  of  him  as  an  interpreter.”  He 
prevailed  with  Pafficus  and  others  to  go  to  Bofton, 
and  tnoved  the  meflengers  to  write  and  acquaint 
Captain  Mafon  of  the  profpeft  there  was  of  peace  j 
which  laft  article  the  Conimifiionsrs  cenfured  them 
for,  as  going  beyond  their  inftriKflions.  The  Eng- 
lifh  demanded  2000  fathoms  of  wampum  to  pay  the 
cofts  of  this  expedition,  and  for  other  damages } 
which  the  Indians  were  compelled  to  yield  to,^and 
to  give  hoftages  till  it  Wa^  paid ;  and  fo  articles  of 
peace  were  drawn  up  and  figned  between  them. 
After  which  the  Commiflioners  drev/  up  a  for¬ 
mal  declaration,  to  juftify  their  proceedings  in  faid 
war  -f . 

The  Indians  were  far  from  being  eafy  under  thefe 
things;  and  in  Auguft,  1648,  about  1000  Indians 
from  various  parts  were  coile<5led  in  Connedicut, 
Tivith  300  guns  among  them  ;  and  it  was  reported 
that  they  were  hired  by  the  Narraganfets  to  fight 
with  Uucas.  The  magiftrates  of  Hartford  fent  three 

horfemcn 
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horfemen  to  enquire  what  they  defigned,  and  to  let 
them  know  that  if  they  made  war  with  him  the 
Englifh  muft  defend  him,  upon  which  they  difperf- 
cd.  When  the  CommifTioners  met  at  Plimouth  the  ' 
next  month,  they  ordered  four  men  to  be  fent  to 
the  Narraganfets,  “  with  inftruftions  how  to  treat 
with  them,  both  concerning  their  hiring  other  In¬ 
dians  to  war  upon  Uncas,  and  alfo  about  the  tri¬ 
bute  of  wampum  that  was  behind.  Captain  Ather¬ 
ton  and  Captain  Prichard  undertook  thefervice,  and 
going  to  Mr.  Williams,  they  procured  the  fachems 
to  be  fent  for ;  but  they,  hearing  that  many  horfe¬ 
men  were  come  to  take  them,  Ihifted  for  them- 
fclves  :  Pafficus  fled  to  Rhode-Ifland  ;  but  foon  af¬ 
ter  they  were,  by  Mr.  Williams’s  means,  delivered 
of  their  fears,  and  came  to  the  meflTengers  as  they 
were  defired,  and  denied  their  hiring  the  Mohawks 
to  war  againft  Uncas,  though  they  owned  that  they 
had  fent  them  a  prefent  §. 

Gorton,  Holden  and  Greene,  went  to  England 
lo  cariy  the  Narraganfet’s  furrendry  of  themfelves 
and  lands,  as  well  as  their  own  complaints,  to  the 
King  i  but  found  him  not  able  to  help  either  him- 
felfor  them.  However,  they  publifhed  their  cafe 
and  a  narrative  of  their  fufferings,  in  1645,’  under 
the  title  of  Simplicity's  Difenee  againfi  feven~beadei 
Velicy.  They  alfo  applied  themfelves  to  the  Com- 
milfioners  that  the  Parliament  had  appointed  over 
the  affairs  of  the  plantations,  and  at  length  obtained 
from  them  the  following  letter  to  the  authority  in 
the  Maffaqhufetts  colony,  viz. 

“  We  being  efpecially  intrufted,  by  both  houfes 
of  Parliament,  with  ordering  the  affairs  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Englifh  plantations  in  America,  have 

C  c  2  fomc 
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fome  months  fince  received  a  complaint  from  Mr.' 
Gi'rton  and  Mr,  Holden,  in  the  name  of  themfclves 
and  divers  other  Englifli,  who  have  tranfported 
themlclves  into  New-England,  and  now  are  or  late¬ 
ly  Were  inhabitants  of  a  traft  of  land  called  the 
IN'arraganlec  Bay  (a  copy  of  which  complaint  the 
inch  4ed  petition  and  narrative  will  reprefent  unto 
y<.ur  knowledge)  we  could  not  proceed  forthwith 
to  a  full  hearing  and  determining  of  the  matter,  it 
not  appearing  unto  us  that  you  were  acquainted 
with  the  parucular  charge,  or  that  you  had  furnilh- 
ed  any  perions  with  power  to  make  defence  in  your 
behalf ;  nor  could  we  conveniently  refpite  fome 
kind  of  refolution,  without  a  great  prejudice  to  the 
petitioners,  who  would  have  lain  under  much  in- 
convenicncy  if  we  had  detained  them  from  their 
families,  till  all  the  formalities  and  circumftances  of 
proceeding  (neceffary  at  this  diftance)  had  regular¬ 
ly  prepared  the  caufe  for  a  hearing.  We  lhall  there¬ 
fore  let  you  know  in  the  firft  place,  that  our  pre- 
fent  refolution  is  not  grounded  upon  an  adnflttance 
of  the  truth  of  what  is  charged;  we  knowing  well 
Iiow  much  God  hath  honored  your  government,  and 
believing  that  your  fpirit  and  affairs  are  affed  by 
principles  of  juftice,  prudence  and  zeal  to  God; 
and  therefore  cannot  eafily  receive  any  evil  impref- 
fions  concerning  your  proceedings.  In  the  next 
place  you  may  take  notice  that  we  found  the  peti¬ 
tioners  aim  and  defire,  in  the  refult  of  it,  was  notfo 
much  a  reparation  of  what  was  palfed,  as  a  fettling 
their  habitations  for  the  future,  under  that  govern-^ 
ment,  by  a  charter  of  civil  incorporation,  which  was 
heretofore  granted  them  by  ourfelvcs.  We  find 
withal  that  the  trad  of  land  called  the  Narraganfet 
Bay,  concerning  which  the  queftion  is  arifen,  was 
divers  years  fince  inhabited  by  thole  of  Providence,  • 

Portfmouth 
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Portfmouth  and  Newport,  who  are  inierefted  in  the 
complaint;  and  chat  the  fame  is  wholly  without  the 
bounds  of  the  Maffachuletts  patent  granted  by  his 
fvlajefty.  We  have  confidered  that  they  be  Englifn, 
that  the  forcing  of  them  to  find  out  new  places  cf 
refidence  will  be  very  chargeable,  difficult  and  un¬ 
certain,  and  therefore,  upon  the  whole  matter,  do 
pray  and  require  you  to  permit  and  fuffer  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  and  all  the  late  inhabitants  of  Narraganfet 
Bay,  with  their  families,  and  fuch  as  ffiall  hereaf¬ 
ter  join  with  them,  freely  and  quietly  to  live  and 
plant  upon  the  Shawomet,  and  fuch  other  part  of 
the  faid  traft  of  land,  within  the  bounds  mentioned 
in  our  faid  charter,  on  which  they  have  formerly 
planted  and  lived,  without  extending  your  jurifdic- 
tion  to  any  part  thereof,  or  otherwife  dilquieting 
them  in  their  confciences  or  civil  peace,  or  inter¬ 
rupting  them  in  their  poffeffions,  until  fuch  time  as 
we  (hall  have  received  your  anfwcr  to  their  claim  in 
point  of  title,  and  you  ffiall  thereupon  have  received 
our  fifrthcr  order  therein.  And  in  cafe  any  others, 
fince  the  petitioners  addrefs  to  England,  have  taken 
poffeffion  of  any  part  of  the  lands  heretofore  enjoyed 
by  the  petitioners,  or  any  their  aflbeiates,  you  are 
to  caufe  them  that  are  newly  poffieffed  as  aforefaid  to 
be  removed,  that  this  order  may  be  fully  performed. 
And,  till  our  further  order,  neither  the  petitirmers 
are  to  enlarge  their  plantations,  nor  are  any  others  to 
be  fuffered  to  intrude  upon  any  part  of  the  Narra- 
ganfet  Bay ;  and  if  they  ffiall  be  found  hereafter  to 
abufc  this  favour,  by  any  ad;  tending  to  difturb 
your  nghts,  we  ffiall  exprefs  a  due  fenie  thereof,  fo 
as  to  certify  our  care  of  your  honorable  proredion 
and  encouragement.  In  order  to  the  effecting  of 
this  refolucion  we  do  alfo  require,  that  you  fuffer  the 
jTaid  Mr.  Gorton,  Mr.  Holden,  Mr.  Greene,  and 
tt-.  their 
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tlietr  company,  with  their  goods  and  nccelTaries  to 
pafs  through  any  part  of  that  territory  which  is  und« 
your  juriftiaion,  toward  the  faid  trad  of  land,  with- 
out  moleftanon,  they  demeaning  themfelves  civilly 

iSL  otherwife  notwith’ 

tandmg.  We  fliall  only  add,  that  to  thefe  orders  of 
curs  we  fliall  expeft  a  conformity,  not  only  from 
yourkiycs,  but  from  all  other  governments' and 
plantations  in  New-Lngland  whom  it  may  concern. 
And  fo  conimending  you  to  God’s  gracious  protec- 
fjon,  w£  reft  your  loving  friends. 

«  From  the  Governor  in  Chief,  loving  Admiral, 
and  Commiffioners  for  foreign  plantations,  fitting 

at  Weftminfter,  1 5  May,  1 646.  ^ 

To  our  loving  friends  the  Governor,  Deputv- 
Governor  and  Affiftants  of  the  MalTachufetts  plan¬ 
tations,  in  New- England. 

Warwick,  Governor  and  Admiral, 
Northumberland,  Jehn  Holland, 
Nottingham,  H.  Vane*  ” 

With  this  order  and  refolution  Mr.  Gorton  and 
BIS  friends  returned  to  Bofton,  where  they  were  in 
motion  to  apprehend  them,  till  upon  fhewing  the 
&ate  s  order  they  were  permitted  to  return  to  Shawo- 
met,  which,  in  honor  to  their  friend  the  Admiral, 
saey  called  Warwick.  Sundry  of  them  lived  there 
to  old  age,  and  were  confiderably  improved  in  the 
government  of  the  colony. 

As  there  was  no  particular  form  of  government, 
r»or  appointment  of  officers  in  their  charter,  it  took 
a  length  of  time  to  fettle  upon  a  method  that  was 
agreeable  to  the  majority  of  th«  inhabitants.  ’  Their 
firft  General  Affembly  met  at  Portfmouth  on  May 
19,  1647,  when  Mr.  John  Coggfhall  was  chofen 
Prefident,  Mr.  Roger  Williams  Afliftant  for  Provi¬ 
dence,  Mr.  John  Sanford  for  Portfmouth,  Mr. 

•  P  -4  n  .  ~  William 
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William  Coddingdon  for  Newport,  and  Mr.  Randai 
Holden  for  Warwick.  Mr.  William  Dyre  wa* 
chofen  recorder.  They  agreed  upon  a  body  cf 
laws,  chiefly  taken  from  the  laws  of  England,  with 
the  addition  of  a  few  fuited  to  their  particular  cir- 
cumftances.  They  alfo  ordered,  “  that  forafmucfc 
“  as  Mr.  Roger  Williams  hath  taken  great  pains, 
“  and  expended  much  time,  in  obtaining  the  charter 
“  for  this  province,  of  our  noble  Lords  and  Gover- 
“  nors,  be  it  enafted  and  eftablifhed,  that  in  regarii 
“  to  his  fo  great  trouble,  charges  and  good  endea- 
“  vours,  we  do  freely  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid 
“  Mr.  Roger  Williams  an  hundred  pounds,  to  be 
“  levied  out  of  the  three  towns,  viz.  fifty  pounds 
“  out  of  Newport,  thirty  pounds  cut  of  Portf- 
“  mouth,  twenty  pounds  out  of  Providence;  which 
“  rate  is  to  be  levied  and  paid  in  by  the  lafl;  of  No- 
“  vember.” 

The  form  of  government  which  they  came  inta 
was  thus  to  eledt  a  Prefident  and  four  Affiftanrs  an¬ 
nually,  who  had  the  executive  power,  were  judo'es 
in  the  courts  of  law,  and  kept  the  peace.  An  A1- 
Icmbly  of  fix  Commiffioners,  or  Reprefentarives 
Frotn  each  town,  made  laws  and  ordered  their  general 
affairs ;  but  their  laws  muft  be  fent  to  every  tov/n,  to 
be  deliberately  confidered  in  their  tov.^n  meetings, 
from  whence  the  clerk  was  to  fend  an  account 
their  votes  to  the  general  recorder  §,  and  if  the 
majority  of  the  towns  approved  the  law,  it  was  con- 
irmed,  ifnot,  it  was  dilannulled.  The  Afleinbly  chofe 
(learly  a  general  recorder  and  general  ferjeant ;  wliicli 
ire  only  other  names  fora  fecretary  and  IherifF.  la 
;ach  town  fix  perfons  were  yearly  chofen,  who  were 
called  the  town -council,  who  had  the  powers  of  a 

Court 

§  In  May,  \€6o,  they  enafted  that  the  return  ofihcir  votes  to 
iic  recQraef  ottft  be  lusde  in  cbree  Hionths* 
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Court  of  Probate,  of  granting  licences  to  inn-keep¬ 
ers  and  retailers,  and  the  care  of  the  poor. 

Perlbns  of  almoft  all  fentiments  and  tempers  had 
relorted  to  this  new  colony,  and  various  conten¬ 
tions  and  parties  had  appeared,  which  were  not  eafi- 
ly  coiTjpofed  and  reconciled  but  toward  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  fuch  a  dcfirable  end,  the  following  cove¬ 
nant  was  drawn  and  figned  at  Providence,  viz; 
“  confidering  the  great  mercy  afforded  unto  us,  in  thii 
liberty  thus  to  meet  together,  being  denied  to  many 
of  our  countrymen  in  moft  parts,  efpecially  in  out 
poor  native  country,  now  deploring  their  diftreffed 
condition  in  moft  fad  and  bloody  calamities :  That 
ingratitude  and  difacknowledgments  for  favours  re¬ 
ceived,  are  juft  caufes  for  the  deprivation  of  themV 
together  with  home  divifions  and  home  confpiracies, 
the  ruination  of  families,  towns  and  countries : 
Moreover,  the  many  plots  and  prefent  endeavours 
at  home  and  abroad,  not  only  to  difturb  our  peace 
and  liberties,  but  utterly  to  root  up  both  root  and 
branch  of  this  our  being  that  government  held 
forth  through  love,  union  and  order,  although 
by  few  in’  number  and  mean  in  condition,  yet  (by 
experience)  hath  withftood  and  overcome  mighty 
oppolers ;  and  above  all,  the  feveral  unexpefted 
deliverances  of  this  poor  plantation,  by  that  mighty 
providence  who  is  ftill  able  to  deliver  us,  through" 
love,  union  and  order :  Therefore  being  fenfible  of 
ihefe  great  and  weighty  premifes,  and  now  met  to¬ 
gether  to  confult  abouc  our  peace  and  liberty, 
whereby  our  families  and  pofterity  may  ftill  enjoy 
thefe  favours  and  that  we  may  publicly  declare 
unto  all  the  free  difeharge  of  all  our  confciences  and 
duties,  whereby  it  may  appear  upon  record  that 
we  are  not  wilfully  oppofite,  nor  carelefs  and  fenfe- 
kfs,  aiid  thereby  the  means  of  our  own  an^  others 
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ruin  and  deilruflion  •,  and  efpecially  in  teftimony  of 
our  fidelity  and  cordial  afieftion  unto  one  another 
here  prefent,  that  fo  there  inay  be  a  cuirent  placable 
proceeding,  we  do  faithfully  and  unanunoufly,  oy  this 
our  fubfcription,  pronmfe  unto  eacit  other  to  keep 
unto  thefe  enfuing  particulars.  Firft,  that  the 
foundation  in  love  may  appear  among  us,  what 
caufes  of  difiurence  have  heretofore  been  givenj 
cither  by  word  or  miibehaviour,  in  public  or  private, 
concerning  particular  or  geneial  afiairs,  by  any  of 
us  here  p^fent,  not  to  mention  or  repeat  them  in 
the  aflembly,  but  that  love  fhall  cower  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  them  in  the  grave  of  oblivion.  Secondly, 
that  union  may  proceed  from  loye,  vve  do  promiie 
to  keep  conftant  unto  thofe  fevera!  engagements 
made  by  us,  both  unto  our  tov/n  and  colony,  and 
that  to  the  uttermoft  of  our  powers  and  abilities  to 
maintain  our  lawful  rights  and  privileges,  and  to 
uphold  the  government  of  this  plantation.  Alfo 
that  love' may  appear  in  union,  we  defire  to  aban¬ 
don  all  caullcfs  fears  and  jealdufies  of  one  another, 
felf-fecking  and  flriving  one  againft  another,  only 
aiming  at  the  general  and  particular  peace  and  union 
of  this  town  and  colony.  Laftiy,  for  our  more  or¬ 
derly  proceeding  in  this  affembly,  whereby  love  and 
union  may  appear  in  order,  if  in  our  conlukations 
differences  in  judgment  fhall  arife,  then  moderately 
in  order,  through  argument, ation,  to  agitaic  the 
fame  ;  confidcrirTg  the  cauie  how  far  it  may  be  huit- 
ful,  or  conducing  unto  our  union,  peace  and  liber¬ 
ty,  and  accordingly  afft,  not  after  the  Will  or  perfon 
,  of  any,  but  unto  the  juftice  and  righteoufnefs  of  the 
caufe.  Again,  if  fuch  caufe  fliall  be  prefented 
wherein  fuch  difficulties  fhall  appear,  that  evident 
arguments  cannot  be  given  for  prefent  facisfadlion, 
bo:  that  either  town  or  colony  or  both  ffiall  fuffer, 
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then  to  take  into  our  confideration  a  fpeech  of  a  be- 
.oved  friend,  “  better  to  fuffer  an  inconvenience  than 
a  mifchief,”  better  to  fufpend  with  a  lofs  which  may 
be  inconvenient,  than  to  be  totally  difunited  and 
bereaved  of  all  rights  and  liberties,  which  will  be  a 
mii'chief  indeed.  Moreover  that  offences  and  di- 
ftnadions  may  be  prevented,  that  fo  the  current  of 
Lufinefs  may  peaceably  proceed  in  this  aflembly,  we 
do  faithfutly  promife  to  carry  ourfelves,  in  words 
and  behaviour,  fo  moderately  and  orderly  as  the 
caufe  fhall  permit,  and  if  any  of  us  fliall  fly  out  in 

provoKing,  fcurnious,  exorbitant  fpeeches,  and  un- 
fuitable  behaviour,  that  he  or  they  fo  doing  fhail 
be  publicly  declared,  branded  and  noted  upon  re¬ 
cord  to  be  a  covenant  violator,  and  diftuiber  of  the 
Union,  peace  and  liberty  of  this  plantation.  We 
do  here  fubfcribs  without  partiality.  Dated  De¬ 
cember,  1647. 

■Robert  Williams,  Roger  Williams,  John  Smith, 
HughBswit,  William  Wickenden,  John  Tripp, 
Thomas  Hopkins,  William  Hawkins." 

Thxs  preferring  of  the  public  good  to  private  inte- 
Tefl  or  inclination,  Mr.  Williams  difcovered  as  much 
of,  through  his  life,  as  perhaps  any  man  has  dons  in 
•latter  ages ;  but  alas !  he  had  to  do  v.'ith  many  who 
"Were  not  of  this  difpofuion. 

In  their  General  Affembly  at  Providence,  May 
16,  16^.48,  Mr.  Coddington  was  cieded  Prefident, 
■and  Jeremiah  Clarke,  Roger  Williams,  William 
Baulfton,  and  John  Smith,  AfTiffants  ;  Philip  Sher- 
iTian,  recorder,  and  Alexander  Partridge,  general 
lerjeant;  but  Mr.  Coddington  abfented  himfelf, 
Mr.  Dyre,  the-late  recorder,  having  exhibited  divers 
■  bills  of  complaint  againfl  him,  and  he  did  “  not  at- 
“  tend  this  Court  for  the  clearing  of  the  accufations 
“  charged  upon  Jiiin  upon  which  the  Aflembly 


[164S.]  !N  NEW-EN  GL  AN  D.  103 

ailed  an  afl  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  Afliftant  of  the 
own  where  the  i’rtfident  lived  fhouid  fiipply  his 
)lace  *, 

■  Mr.  Coddington  w'roce  to  Governor  Winthrop 
he  25th  of  the  fame  month,  that  “  Mr.  Bauiftone, 

•  and  iome  others  of  this  ifland,  are  in  diigrace  with 
‘  the  people  in  Providence,  Warwick,  and  Gor- 
'  ton’s  adherents  on  the  ifland,  for  that  we  will  not 

interpofe  or  meddle  at  all  in  their  quarrels  with 
the  Maflachufetts,  and  the  reft  of  the  colonies  ; 
and  do  much  fear  that  Gorton  will  be  a  thorn  i.n 
their  Tides,  if  the  Lord  prevent  not.”  And  when 
le  Commiflioners  of  the  United  Colonies  met  in 
eptember  this  year,  he  and  Captain  Partridge  v/snt 
)them  and  laid,  “  our  requeft  and  motion  is  “in 
the  bghalf  of  our  illand,  that  we  the  iflanders  of 
Rhode'-lfland  may  be  received  into  a  combina¬ 
tion  with  ail  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Eng- 
iand,  into  a  firm  and  perpetual  league  of  friend- 
ftiip  and  amity,  for  offence  and  defence,  mutual 
advice  and  fuccour,  upon  all  juft  occafions,  for 
our  mutual  iafety  and  welfare,  and  for  preferv- 
ing  of  peace  amongftourfelves,  and  preventing, 
as  much  as  may  be,  all  occafions  of  war  or  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  to  this  our  motion  we  have  the 
confent  of  the  major  part  of  our  ifland. 

William  Coddington, 

Alexander  'Partridge.”  * 

1  HUS,  under  a  pretence  of  promoting  peace,  they 
Duld  have  feparated  the  ifland  from  the  reft  of 
at  little  colony.  However  the  Commiflioners 
;re  not  willing  to  own  them  as  a  diftindt  colony. 

Dd2  buc 

*  All  the  articles  from  Mr.  Gorton’s  return  till  now  are 

colony  and  Providence  town  records,  compared 
n  Mr.  Callender  and  others. 
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but  would  have  the  iiland  to  be  included  in  Plymouth 
patent,  and  if  the  majority  of  its  inhabitants  would 
acknowledge  themfelves  to  be  under  that  jurifdiftion, 
they  were  willing  then  to  afford  them  the  fame  advica 
and  help  as  they  did  to  others  *.  Mr.  Edward  Win¬ 
dow  had  been  lent  over  to  England  their  agent,  to 
anfwerthe  complaints  of  Gorton’s  company,  and  to 
fupport  their  claims  againft  that  little  colony  ;  but  he 
v/rotc  from  London  to  the  Commiflloners  of  the 
United  Colonies,  April  17,  1651,  and  faid,  “fince 
“  I  perceived  by  letters  from  Plymouth,  that  after 
“  another  year’s  warning  nothing  is  likely  to  be 
“  done,  in  reference  to  the  old  order  of  Lords  and 
“  Commons  lent  over-,  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  vain 
“  thing  CO  drive  againft  the  ftrearn ;  whereas  indeed 
“  that  was  the  main  material  objeftion  above  a  twelve- 
“  month  fince,  which  I  could  not  anfwer  that  we 
“  had  fuch  an  order,  but  never  looked  after  the  per- 
“  formance  thereof,  nor  made  any  return  upon  it§. 

While  various  parties  were  exerting  themfelves 

in  different  vjzys,  Mr.  Williams  on  Auguft  33,1 648, 
made  the  following  motion  to  the  town  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  viz. 

Worthy  friends,  that  ourfelvcs  and  ail  men  arc 
apt  and  prone  to  differ,  it  is  no  new  thing.  In  all 
former  ages,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  in  thefe  parts, 
and  in  our  dear  native  country  and  mournful  ftate 
of  England,  that  either  part  or  party  is  moft  right 
in  liis  own  eyes,  his  caufe  right,  his  carriage  right? 
his  arguments  right,  his  anfwers  right)  is  as  v^oful- 
ly  and  conftantly  true  as  the  former.  And  expe¬ 
rience  tells  us,  that  when  the  God  of  peace  hath  taken 
peace  from  the  earth,  one  fpark  of  adion,  word  or 

rarriac^e,  is  too  too  powerful  to  kindle  fuclia  fire  as 
^  ^  burns 

MairachuTetts  Hillory,  vol.  3?  P»  226®. 

I  Ibid.  p.  229. 
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burns  up  towns,  cities,  armies,  navies,  nations  and 
[cingdorns.  And  lincc,  dear  friends,  it  is  an  honor 
for  naen  to  ceafe  from  iirife  •,  fince  the  life  of  love 
is  fweet,  and  union  is  as  ttrong  as  fweet  and  fince 
you  have  been  lately  pleafed  to  call  me  to  lome 
public  fervice,  and  my  foul  hath  been  long  mufing 
how  I  might  bring  water  to  quench,  and  not  oil  or 
fuel  CO  the  flame,  I  am  now  humbly  bold  to  befeech 
you,  by  ail  thole  comforts  of  earth  and  heaven 
which  a  placable  and  peaceable  fpirit  will  bring  to 
you,  and  by  all  thofe  dreadful  alarms  and  warnings 
either  amosgft  ourfelves,  in  deaths  and  ficknclfes, 
or  abroad  in  the  raging  calam/ities  of  the  Iword, 
death  and  peftilence  ;  I  fay  I  humbly  and  earneftiy 
bcfeech  you  to  be  willing  to  be  pacifiable,  willing 
to  be  reconcileable,  willing  to  be  fociable,  and  to 
liften  to  the  (I  h.v-e  not  unreafonable)  motion  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  To  try  out  matters  by  difputes  and  wri¬ 
tings,  is  fometimes  endlefs;  to  tryout  arguments  by 
arms  and  fwords,  is  cruel  and  mercilefs  ^  to  trouble 
the  fiate  and  Lords  of  England,  is  moft  unreafona¬ 
ble,  moft  chargeable  ;  to  trouble  our  neiglibours  of 
other  colonies,  feems  neither  fafe  nor  honorable.  Me- 
thinks,  dear  friends,  the  colony  now  locks  with 
theTorn  face  of  two  parties,  and  that  the  greater 
number  of  Portfmouth,  with  other  loving  friends 
adhering  to  them,  appear  as  one  grieved  party  ;  the 
other  three  towns,  orgreater  part  of  them, appear  to 
be  another  :  Let  each  party  choofc  and  nominate 
th  ree ;  Portfmouth  and  friends  adherinj^  three,  the 
Other  party  three,  one  out  of  each  town  :  Let  au¬ 
thority  be  given  to  them  to  examine  every  public 
difference,  grievance  and  obftudion  of  jufltce,  peace 
and  common  fafety  :  Let  them,  by  one  finalfentence 
of  all  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  end  all,  and  fet 
the  v/hoie  into  an  unanimous  pofture  and  order,  and 
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let  them  fee  a  cenfure  upon  any  that  fhal!  oppofe 
mc'.r  lentence.  One  log,  without  your  gentle  help 
i  cannot  (lir  ;  kis  this;  How  fhall  the  minds  of  the 
towns  be  known  ?  How  lhal!  the  perfons  chofen  be 
called  ?  Time  and  place  appointed  in  any  expedi¬ 
tion  ?  For  myfelf  1  can  thankfully  embrace  the 
he!pofMr._  Coddington  or  Mr.  Clarke,  joined  or 
apart,  but  now  many  are  there  who  will  attend  (as 
our  diftempers  are)  to  neither  ?  It  is,  gentlemen,  in 
the  power  or  the  body  to  require  the  help  of  any  of 

itei  members,  and  both  King  and  Parliament  plead, 

tflat  in  extraordinary  cafes  they  have  been  forced  to 
extraordinary  ways  for  common  fafecy.  Let  me  be 
friendly  conferued,  if  (for  expedition)  I  am  bold 
to  be  coo  too  forward  in  this  fervice,  and  to  fay, 
that  jf  yvithin  twenty  days  of  the  date  hereof,  you 
pleaie  lO  fend  to  my  houie,  at  Prc^’^idencc,  the  name 
of  him  whom  you  pleafe  to  nominate,  at  your  de- 
ure  I  will  acquaint  ail  the  perfons  chofen  with 
place  and  time,  unto  which  in  your  name  I  fliall 
defire  their  meeting  within  ten  days,  or  thereabouts, 
after  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  i  am  your  mourn¬ 
ful  and  unvvofthy  Roger  WiLLiARts 

This  addrds  had  fuch  effeft,  that  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  was  received  to  ad  as  Prefident  -  of  the 
colony,  till  their  eledion  at  Warwick,  May  22, 
i6.).9,  when  Mr.  John  Smith  was  chofen  Prefident, 
and  Thomas  Dlney,  John  Sanford,  John  Clarke, 
and  Samuel  Gurcon,  AfTiftants ;  Philip  Sherman, 
recorder;  Ricliaid  Knighr,  fetjeant,  and  John 
Clarke,  treafurtr.  Mr.  Williams  was  chofen  “  to  take 
“  a  view  of  the  records  delivered  into  the  Court  by 
Mr.  W^illiam  Dyre.”  And  they  inade  a  law  that 
if  a  Prefident  lliould  be  eleded,  and  fliould  refufe 
to  ferve,  he  fliould  be  fined  ten  pounds ;  and  if  an 
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Afiiilant  refufed,  five  pounds.  Alfo  ordered  that 
a  meiienger  be  lenc  to  Fumham  and  the  ocher  fa- 
chem,  ro'require  them  to  come  to  this  Court;  and 
chat  letters  be  ienr  to  Benedicl  Arnold  and  his  father, 
and  the  red  of  Favvtuxet,  about  their  lubjedling  to 
this  colony/’  Mr.  Dyre  again  prefented  his  com¬ 
plaints  againft  Mr.  Coddington,  but  they  were  de¬ 
ferred. 

At  the  AlTcmbly  atNevvport,  May  25,  1650,  a 
frefh  order  was  lent  to  the  towns,  to  colledl  and 
pay  what  they  owed  to  Mr.  Williams  for  the  char- 
:er,  within  •  twenty  days.  William  Arnold  and 
William  Carpenter,  inftead  of  fubmicting  to  the 
|Overnment  of  their  own  colony,  went  again  and 
altered  compiaints  againft  fome  of  their  neighbours 
,0  th^  ivlalfticnuretts  rulers,  and  they  lent  a  citation 
o  tnem  to  come  and  anfwer  the  fame  in  their  courts^ 
iated  from  Bofton,  June  20,  1650,  figned  by  Ed¬ 
vard  Rawlbn,  fecretaryf.  Such  obftruftors  of 
;ood  government  were  they  who  have  made  a  great 
loife  in  the  world  about  the  diforders  of  Rhode- 
iland  colony  !  In  1651,  Mr.  Coddington  caufed  a 
ernble  difficulty  among  them,  as  will  be  feen  in  its 
)!ace,  though  another  affair  muft  be  attended  to 
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he  was  the  firft  religious  minifter  on  the  ifland,  and 
fcrviceable  aifo  in  their  civil  government ;  yet  all  this 
did  not  prevent  his  being  moft  abufively  treated 
this  year  m  Boflonj  with  two  other  members  of  his 
church. 

The  beft  account  of  Mr.  Obadiah  Holmes  that  I 
have  fcen,  is  in  a  manufcript  which  he  left  to  his 
children,  that  a  gentleman  of  his  pofterity  has  fa¬ 
voured  me  with  an  extrad:  of  which  I  will  give  in 
his  own  words.  Says  he, 

First,  I  muft  remember  my  honored  parents, 
who  were  faithful  in  their  generation,  and  of  good 
report  among  men,  and  brought  up  their  children 
tenderly  and  honorably.  Three  fbns  they  brought 
up  at  the  univerfity  in  Oxford  ^  but  the  moft  of 
their  care  was  to  inform  and  inftrud:  them  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  ^  and  to  that  end  gave  them  much 
good  counfel,  carrying  them  often  before  the  Lord 
by  earneft  prayer  ;  but  I,  the  moft  rebellious  of  all, 
did  neither  hearken  to  counfel  nor  any  inftruclion, 
for  from  a  child  I  minded  nothing  but  tolly  and  va¬ 
nity,  and  as  years  did  grow  on,  and  Vy'ifdom  fliould 
have  taken  place,  then  the  wifdom  I  had  was  wife 
to  do  evil,  but  to  do  well  had  no  knowledge.— As 
days  and  ftrength  increafed,  even  fo  did  my  tranfgref- 
fions,  fo  that  I  became  hardened  in  fin,  not  only  to 
be  drawn  into  it  by  others,  but  was  as  forward  to 
draw  others  into  evil  as  my  fellows-— being  come  to 
that  height  of  wickednefs  that  I  did  think  it  belt 
when  I  could  do  the  moft  wickednefs,  and  began 
to  think  that  it  was  but  afooiifli  thing  to  talk  of 
God.,  that  flaould  bring  man  to  judgment— ContinH- 
ing  in  fuch  a  courfe  for  four  or  five  years,  and  then 
began  to  bethink  wliat  counfel  my  dear  parents  had 
given  me,  many  a  time  with  tears  and  prayers ;  mf 
fcbsino,n  to  my  honored  parents  then  locked  me  nn 
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>pen  face,  and  rriy  dear  mother  being  fick,  it  (truck 
o  me  my  difobedienc  a£ts,  which  forced  me  to  con- 
efs  the  lame  to  her.  After  this  I  began  to  go  to 
tear  the  word  preached,  but  every  word  was  againlt 
ne,  and  left  me  without  hope  of  mercy  j  and  lome- 
imes  pafTing  over  a  field  called  the  Twenty  AcreSj, 
teod  Itill  and  laid,  oh  !  that  I  might  lie  in  hell  buc 
b  many  years  as  here  are  grafs!  It  v/ouid  liave  an 
:nd. — That  word  v/as  ever  before  me,  the  wicked 
hall  be  turned  to  hell—vohtre  the  worm  dieth  not^  bic, 
ind  yet  at  this  time  Satan  tells  me,  it  is  belt  to 
)Ut  fuch  thoughts  out  of  mind,  and  cake  pleafure 
vhile  thou  art  here,  and  return  to  thy  farmer  merr/ 
:ompanions  and  friends ;  which  I  did  for  a  time  5 
)uc  the  worm  in  the  confcience  did  fiil!  gnaw,  I 
vent  to  hear  the  moil  noted  men  I  could,  but  found 
tftill  againft  me;  yec  often  heard  them  fay,  I  niufl 
epent  and  be  humbled,  and  mult  pray,  and  then 
liould  find  mercy  ;  but  mull  confefs  fins  and  forfake 
hem;  which  brought  me  to  a  refolution,  in  the 
nod  public  way  or  corrrpany  I  could  find,  ever  fa 
o  do  ;  and  had  done  it  through  ignorance,  had  noc 
i  friend  advifed  me  to  the  contrary,  and  that  iipoa 
;ood  grounds.  But  he  alfo  put  me  upon  prayer 
,nd  hearing.  I  then  fell  to  prayer  and  duties,  buc 
bund  no  red  or  quiet  in  my  foul;  for  then  SataU 
pc  fly  at  me,  and  told  me,  it  was  too  late  to  return^ 
or  there  was  no  hope  for  me.  I  anfvvered  him,  and 
[id  inftance  feveral  of  my  wicked  companions 
}od  had  fhown  mercy  unto  a  little  before.  Vje  an^ 
wered,  remember  thou  fcorned,  mocked  and  derided 
hem  ;  yea  faying  the  devil  was  in  them,  they  were 
.1!  mad,  and  become  fools  ;  and  withal  he  told  me  I 
lad  read  and  heard  that  there  was  a  fin  that  never 
:ould  be  forgiven,  the  which  fin  I  -iiad  committed. 
rVith  this  aflkuic  he  fooled  me  a  long  time;  evea 
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my  life  was  a  burden  to  me.  Oh !  the  knives, 
ropes,  trees,  coal-pits,  can  witnefs  the  many  efcapes 
of  them,  as  one  in  a  molt  undone,  defperate  condi¬ 
tion,  as  one  appointed  to  eternal  deftruftion.  The 
perplexity  of  mind  brought  me  to  great  weakn’efs  in 
body,  and  yet  lor  eafe  and  comfort  I  turned  over 
every  ftone,  hearkened  to  all  my  acquaintance  and 
friends,  as  to  leave  off  my  old  v/ays,  and  all  my 
old  companions,  which  1  had  done  before  ;  but  all 
this  while  I  never  confidered  fin  according  to  the 
true  nature  of  it,  as  being  ioathfome  to  the  Lord, 
but  as  it  brought  judgment  upon  me;  yet  was  I 
fearful  to  fin,  and  began  to  love  to  read  the  ferip- 
tures,  and  frequent  prayer  and  other  duties,  and 
took  delight  among  profeflbrs  that  v/ere  of  the 
ftrlfteft  fort,  eafily  feeing  the  grofs  evil  and  danger 
of  the  formal  minifters  and  profeflTors,  and  fo  that 
conformity  was  only  fupcrftition  and  a  name  :  Yet 
for  all  that  I  had  no  reft  in  my  foul,  though  I  was 
in  a  manner  as  ftTift  as  any.  As  I  was  enlarged  in 
forrow  for  fin,  deep  in  humiliation,  enlarged  in 
prayer,  or  filled  with  tears,  my  comfort  came  in 
and  encreafed  ;  but  as  I  failed  in  them,  fo  my  for- 
rows  renewed ;  and  when  I  looked  over  my  belt 
performances  found  them  full  of  fin.  Oh  !  then  the 
fears,  doubts  and  queftioning  of  my  own  eftate  !  I 
judged  it  was  all  done  in  hypocrify,  which  fin  my 
foul  did  then  abhor.  In  this  fad  and  doubtful  ftatc 
I  continued  very  long,  yea  many  years.  And  al¬ 
though  I  could  ipeak  comfortably  to  others,  yet  had 
often  much  difquiet  within  my  foul ;  my  comforts 
were  according  to  my  enlargements.  Not  long  af¬ 
ter  this  there  was  in  me  a  great  love  to  the  Lord; 
but  alas  !  I  was  deceived  by  my  own  heart,  and  the 
minifters  who  told  me  there  muft  be  fuch  and  fuch 

^  love  to  him,  as  to  keep  to  him  in  duty,  and  to 

part 
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part  with  all  for  him,  but  they  left  me  fliort  of  un- 
derftanding  him  as  I  fhould,  and  my  lelfifli  heart 
was  willing  to  love  him  or  part  with  all  for  him,  yea 
my  dear  honored  father,  brethren  and  friends,^ 
houfe  and  lands,  and  my  own  native  country,  for 
time,  and  to  avoid  thofe  popilE  relics  of  the 
bifhops,  and  that  filthy  rabble,  and  to  feparate 
from  them,  and  all  thofe  that  mention  them  •,  and 
was  fully  known  in  my  own  country,  and  adventur¬ 
ed  the  danger  of  the  feas  to  come  to  New-England, 
where  I  tried  all  things  in  feveral  churches,  and  for 
a  time  thought  I  had  made  a  good  choice  or  change  : 
But  in  truth  it  little  differed  from  former  times,  and 
my  fpirit  was  like  a  wave  toffed  up  and  down,  as 
not  yet  come  to  dig  fo  deep  as  I  fhouid,  or  to  confi- 
der  the  only  ground  of  a  well-grounded  hope,  which 
God  at  lafl  brought  me  to  confider,  which  is, 
his  own  love  to  poor  lojl  man^  which  firjl  was  in  his 
own  fecret  council  and  purpofe  before  man  was^  and 
revealed  man  in  his  time  ;  and  that  there  is  no  pre¬ 
parative  neceffary  to  obtain  Chrift,  nor  any  thing  to 
deferve  that  love,  or  to  meric  the  fame.  And  no¬ 
thing  could  flay  or  fatisfy  my  foul  till  I  came  to  con¬ 
fider  why,  when  and  upon  whom  he  laid  fin  and 
tranfgrefTion,  namely,  on  the  Lord,  and  on  him  alone. 
And  looking  at  me  when  a  rebel,  an  enemy,  yea 
dead  in  fin  and  trefpafies,  yea  in  my  blood,  he  then 
faid,  live,  through  the  blood  of  Chrift  be  cleanfed, 
and  in  him  be  loved,  for  his  own  love  to  poor  man^ 
and  that  the  eleftion  may  obtain  it,  for  he  knows 
who  are  his ;  but  his  good  will  is  manifefted  before 
they  have  done  either  good  or  evil,  fo  that  neither 
good  forefeen  fhail  prevail,  nor  evil  original  or 
aftual  fiiall  hinder,  but  chat  free  grace  may  have  its 
free  courfe  *,  but  manifefted  v/hen  he  giveth  faith  to 
believe  thepromife  of  the  Father  in  giving  a  full 

E  p  2  difeharge 
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difcharge  to  the  foul,  by  taking  full  fatisfaftion 
from  his  only  Son,  who  became  fin  for  us,  who  knew 
no  fin,  thac  we  might  be  made  the  righteonfnefs  of 
God  through  him  ;  and  fo  remiffion  and  free  par¬ 
don  is  granted  forth,  that  vvhofoever  believes  in 
him  fliai!  not  periih,  but  have  everlafting  life  ;  and 
all  thoie  tliatib  come  to  him  he  will  no  ways  caft 
^way.  And  when  God  had  given  me  to  fee  in  any 
mealure  this  love  of  his,  then  and  not  till  then 
could  I  give  over  working  for  life,  and  to  live  in 
working.  But  ai  laft  he  caufed  me  to  fay,  that 
fro?7i  life  I  muil  -  work,  and  then  all  my  former 
turnings  and  returnmgs  mud  come  to  nought,  yea 
all  my  righteoufnefs  as  filthy  rags,  and  to  account 
all  as  dung,  fo  I  might  obtain  Chrift ;  or  rather  that 
I  might  be  accepted  by  him,  and  fo  removed  me 
from  the  covenant  of  works  to  the  covenant  of 
grace,  even  that  new  covenant  of  life  alone  by  him- 
teit,  who  paid  fo  dear  a  price,  as  to  lay  down  his  own 
blood  ro  wafii,  cleanfe  and  purify  the  foul,  and  to 
redeem  both  foul  and  body  to  ferve  the  Lord  ;  and 
thac  is  now  the  life  I  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of 
God  and  this  faith  caufes  works  of  faith,  or  ra¬ 
ther  fruits  that  flow  from  that  root,  fo  that  now  love 
hath  Gonftrained  me  to  yield  rnyfclf  to  live  to  him, 
as  ro  a  king  to  rule  me  by  his  holy  laws  and  com¬ 
mandments,  and  as  to  an  only  prophet  to  teach  and 
infiru£l  me,  both  to  know  and  to  do  his  holy  will, 
and  as  my  only  chief  priefi:  to  offer  a  facrifice  for 
me,  which  he  did  even  for  all,  whereby  my  poor 
imperfeft  prayers  and  all  other  fervices  became  ac¬ 
cepted  of  the  Father;  and  this  love,  flied  abroad  in 
my  heart,  wrought  in  me  a  reftlefs  defire  to  know 
his  will,  that  I  might  fliew  forth  the  praifes  and 
glory  of  him,  that  had  called  me  by  his  grace.’’ 
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As  the  fentlments  of  the  ancient  Baptifts  in  this 
country  have  been  grofly  mifreprefented,  and  as 
Mr.  Holmes  was  no  fmall  fufferer  in  that  caufe,  I 
thought  it  expedient  to  let  the  reader  thus  far 
hear  him  fpeak  for  himfelf,  or  tell  his  own  ex- 
perience  and  ideas  about  the  nature  of  true  rclw 
gion.  When  he  firft  came  to  this  land  he  joined 
with  thechuch  in  Salem,  with  whom  he  walked  fix 
cr  feven  years,  and  then  about  the  year  1645  was 
difmifled  to  the  Congregational  church  in  Seaconck 
(Rehoboth)  newly  lettied  there,  under  the  miniilry 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Newman;  and  he  continued  in  that 
relation  about  four  years,  till  an  unrighteous  aft, 
ss  he  judged,  of  the  minifter  and  part  of  the 
church,  for  which  they  would  not  give  (iitisfaftion, 
caufed  Mr.  Holmes  and  feverai  more  to  withdraw, 
and  fet  up  a  meeting  by  themidves,  and  being  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  Baptifbs  way  was  right,  a  number 
of  them  were  baptiled,  I  fuppofe  by  the  aforefaid 
Mr.  Clarke,  for  they  joined  to  his  church.  After 
this  Mr.  Newman  pronounced  a  fentence  of  ex- 
communication  againft  Mr.  Holmes,  upon  which 
he  and  two  more  were  prefented  to  the  General 
Court  at  i^lymouth,  June  4,  1650,  where  they 
met  with  four  petitions  againft  them,  one  from  their 
own  town  with  thirty-five  hands  to  it,  one  from  the 
church  at  Taunton,  one  from  all  the  minifters  but 
two  in  Plymouth  colony,  and  a  fourth  from  the 
Court  at  Bofton,  under  their  fecretaries  hand,  urg¬ 
ing  Plymouth  rulers  to  fupprefs  them  fpeedily 

PIere  we  may  obferve  the  great  difference  be¬ 
tween  our  Plymouth  fathers,  and  the  Maffachufetts. 
With  all  thefe  flimuiations  to  fevericy,  the  Court 
of  Plymouth  only  charged  them  to  defift  from  their 

praftice^ 

t  Clarke's  Narrative,  p,  i?,  25.  Plymouth  P^ecords. 
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pradice,  which  others  had  taken  fuch  offence  at, 
undone  of  them  yielding  thereto,  the  others,  viz. 
Obadiah  Holmes  and  Jofeph  Tory  were  bound 
over  to  the  next  Oflober  Court:,  but  were  not  fo 
much  as  bound  to  their  good  behaviour,  nor  any 
other  furecies  required,  only  they  were  bound  one 

for  another  in  the  fum  of  ten  pounds  a  piece,”  for 
their  appearance  at  faid  Court. 

‘‘  At  a  General  Court  holdcn  at  New-Pl^/mouth 
the  fecond  of  October,  1650,  before  William  Brad¬ 
ford,  gentleman..  Governor,  Thomas  Prince,  Wil¬ 
liam  Collyare,  Cape.  Miles  Standifh,  Timothy  He- 
therly,  William  1  hornas,  John  Allen,  gentlemen, 
AffiRants,  [and  a  Houfe  of  Deputies.] 

Frcfentment  by  the  Grand  Inqueft. 

Ofiiober  zcond,  1650. 

‘‘  ¥y^EE  whole  names  are  heer  underwritten,  being 
the  grand  inqueft,  doe  prefent  to  this  Court  John 
Hazell,  Mr.  Edv^ard  Smith  and  his  wife,  Obadiah 
Holmes,  Jofeph  Tory  and  his  wife,  and  the  wife 
of  James  Man,  William  Deuellandhis  wife,  of  the 
tov/ne  of  Rehoboth,  for  the  continuing  of  a  meet' 
ing  uppon  the  Lord’s-day  from  houfe  to  houfe,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  order  of  this  Court,  enafted  June  12, 
1650.  Thomas  Robinson, 

HenryTomson,”  &c.  tothenumberof  14  f. 

This  is  an  exaft  copy  of  their  prefentmenc,  but 
no  fentence  appears  upon  record  againft  them. 
Hov/  different  is  this  from  the  adlings  of  Bofton 
Cobrt  the  next  year  For  on  July  19,  1651,  Mel- 

Xieurs 

i  Plymouth  Rscordi:.  v 

Mr.  Hazel  wrote  to  his  coufin  Hubbard^  of  Newport,  June 
21,  i6n,  tliat  they  were  then  threatened  with  a  fine  of  los-  a 
day  for  every  perfon  who  fet  up  any  other  meeting,  and.  that 

their  abfeucc  t'roni  the  town  meeting  the  day  bef<?re  ihould 

prove 
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ficurs  Clarke,  Holmes  and  Crandal,  being  the 
reprefentatives  ot  the  church  in  Newport,  upon  the 
requett  of  William  Witter,  of  Lynn,  arrived  there, 
he  being  a  brother  in  the  church,  v/ho,  by  realon  of 
his  advanced  age,  could  not  undertake  fb  great  a 
journey  as  to  viiic  the  church  He  lived  about 
two  miles  out  of  town,  and  the  next  being  the 
Lord’S'day,  they  concluded  to  fpend  it  in  religious 
worfhip  at  his  houfc  ;  and  Mr.  Clarke  fays,  finding 
by  fad  experience,  that  the  hour  of  temptation 
fpoken  of  was  coming  upon  all  the  Vvorld  (in  a  more 
eminent  way)  to  try  them  that  are  upon  the  earth,  I. 
fell  upon  the  confideration  of  that  promife,  made 
to  thofe  that  keep  the  word  of  his  patience,  which 
prefent  thoughts,  while  in  confcience  toward  God, 
and  good  will  unto  his  faints,  I  was  imparting  to 
my  companions  in  the  houfe  where  I  lodged,  and 
to  four  or  five  ftrangers  that  came  in  unexpedled 
after  I  had  begun,  opening  and  proving  what  is 
meant  by  the  hour  of  temptation,  what  by  the  word 
of  his  patience,  and  their  keeping  it,  and  hov/  he 
that  hath  the  key  of  David  (being  the  proniifer) 
will  keep  thofe  that  keep  the  v/ord  of  his  patience 
from  the  hour  of  temptation.  While  I  fay  I  was 
yet  fpeaking,  there  comes  into  the  houfe  where  v/c 
were  two  conftablcs,  who,  with  their  clamorous 
tongues,  made  an  interruption  in  my  difcourle,  and 
more  uncivilly  difturbed  us  than  the  purfuivants  of 
the  old  Englifn  biihops  were  wont  to  do,  telling  us 

that 

prove  Goftly.  Samuel  Huhhard'' s  manufcript ,  Mr.  Hasei  died 
loon  after,  near  Boflon  ;  the  reft  of  them  moved  to  Newport, 
where  I  nnd  that  Edward  Smith,  Jofeph  Torry,  James  Man 
and  William  Deuall,  were  admitted  freemen  May  17,  16^^. 
Smith  was  afterward  a  magiftrate,  and  Torry  many  years  fe- 
cretary  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  a  teacher  in  Mr.  Clarke^'^ 
church,  in  which  Mr.  Holmes  alfo  miniftered  for  many  years. 

S  Nev/port-church  papert. 


2x6  HISTORY  OF  THE  baptists 

that  they  were  come  with  authority  from  the  tnagi- 
ftrate  to  apprehend  us.  I  then  dcfired  to  fee  thtf 
authority  by  which  they  thus  proceeded,  whereupon 
they  plucked  forth  their  warrant,  and  one  of  them 
with  a  trembling  hand  (as  confcious  he  might  have 
been  better  employed)  read  it  to  us;  the  lubftancQ 
whereof  was  as  followeth  : 

“  R  Y  virtue  hereof,  you  are  required  to  go  to  the 
houfe  of  William  Witter,  and  fo  to  fearch  from  heufi 
to  houfe,  for  certain  erroneous  perfons,  being  fir  angers, 
and  them  to  apprehend,  and  in  fafe  cujlody  to  keep,  and 
to-morro%v  morning  by  eight  o'clock  to  bring  before  me, 

Robert  Bridges." 

“  When  he  had  .’■ead  the  warrant,  I  told  them,- 
friends,  there  lliall  not  be,  I  truft,  the  leaft  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  refilling  of  that  authority  by  which  you 
come  unto  us  ;  yet  I  tell  you,  that  by  virtue  hereof 
you  are  not  fo  ftriftly  tyed,  bur  if  you  pleafe  you 
may  iuffer  us  to  make  an  end  of  what  we  have  be¬ 
gun,  fo  may  you  be  witneiTcs  either  to  or  againft  the 
faith  and  order  which  we  hold.  To  which  they  an- 
fwered  they  could  not  ;  then  faid  we,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  warrant,  or  any  thing  therein  contained,  you 
may. — They  apprehended  us,  and  carried  us  away 
to  the  ale-houfe  or  ordinary,  where  at  dinner  one 
of  them  faid  unto  us,  gentlemen,  if  you  be  free  I 
will  carry  you  to  the  meeting ;  to  whom  it  v/as  re¬ 
plied,  friend,  had  we  been  free  thereunto  we, had 
prevented  all  this,  neverthelefs  we  are  in  thy  hand, 
and  if  thou  wilt  carry  us  to  the  meeting,  thither  will 
v/e  go  ;  to  which  he  anfwered,  then  will  I  carry  you 
to  the  meeting  ;  to  this  we  replied,  if  thou  forcelt 
us  unto  youraiTembly,  then  Ihall  we  be  conllrained 
to  declare  ourfelves,  that  we  cannot  hold  commu- 
iiion  with  them.  The  conilable  anfwered,  that  is 
nctiiing  to  ms  j  I  .hays  noeposver  to  command  you 

V3 


217 


[1651 .]  IN  N  £ W-  ENGLAND. 

o  fpeak  when  yob  come  there,  or  to  be  filent.  Ta 
his  I  again  replied,  fince  we  have  heard  the  word 
falvaiion  by  Jefus  Chrift,  we  have  been  taught, 

IS  thofe  that  trufted  in  Chrift,  to  be  obedient 
3nto  him  both  by  word  and  deed  *,  wher€toreifv\e  be 
rorced  to  your  meeting,  we  fhail  declare  our  diflent 
i^rom  you  both  by  word  and  gefture.  After  ali  this, 
A^hen  he  had  confuked  with  the  man  of  the  houfe, 
ne  told  us  he  would  carry  us  to  the  meeting  *,  io  to 
[heir  meeting  we  were  brought,  while  they  were  at. 
their  prayers,  and  uncovered  ;  and  at  my  firft  flep^ 
ing  over  the  threlhold  I  unveiled  myfelf,  civily  fa- 
luted  them,  and  turned  into  the  feat  I  was  appoint* 
ed  to,  put  on  my  hat  again,  and  fat  down,  opened 
my  book,  and  fell  to  reading.  Mr.  Bridges  being 
troubled,  commanded  the  conftable  to  pluck  off 
our  hats,  which  he  did,  and  where  he  laid  mine 
there  I  let  it  lie,  uiuil  their  prayers,  finging  and 
preaching  was  over  ;  after  this  I  ftood  up,  and  ut¬ 
tered  myfelf  in  thefe  words  following  :  I  delire  as  a 
llranger  to  propofe  a  few  things  to  this  congrega¬ 
tion,  hoping  in  the  propofa!  thereof  I  fhall  com¬ 
mend  myfelf  to  your  confciences,  to  be  guided  by 
that  vvifdom  that  is  from  above,  which  being  pure  r 
is  alfo  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be  entreated  ; 
and  therewith  made  a  flop,  expefting  if  the  Prince 
of  peace  had  been  among  them,  I  niould  have  had  a 
fuitable  anfwer  of  peace  from  them. — -Their  paftor 
anfwered,  Vv^e  will  have  no  objeftions  againft  what 
is  delivered.  To  which  l  anfwered,  I  am  not  about 
at  prefent  to  make  objeftions  againft  what  is  deli¬ 
vered,  but  as^by  my  gefture  at  my  coming  into 
your  aiTembly,  I  declared  my  diffent  from  you,  fo 
deaft  that  fiiould  prove  offenfive  unto  fome  whom  I 
would  not  offend,  I  would  now  by  w-^rd  of  mouth, 
declare  the  grounds,  which  are  theie  :  Fitfc,  from 

f  f  tb 
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J^he  confideration  we  are  Grangers  .each  to  other  and 

fpeft'l’fSod  "'"l!  /landing  with  re^- 

P  God,  and  fo  cannot  conjoin  and  in 

faith,  and  v/hat  is  not  of  faith  is  fin.  And  in  tJ, 

fecond  place,  Icould  notjedge  tha,  y„u  are  JJther' 

ed  together,  and  walk  according  to  the  vifik/^ 

aer„f„„  L„rdr  which  when  fh  d  tcla^d  X 

Bridges  told  me,  I  had  done,  and  fSc  that  f 

which  I  muft  anfwer,  and  fo  conin4ded  filen« 

y hen  their  meeting  was  done,  the  offic4  carried 
us  again  to  the  ordinary  where  hein  ^  ^  carried 

•l.»t  night,  as  thieves  an’d  robbert  wf  we“1he  H 
morning  carried  before  Mr.  Bridges  who  mt?e 

3ro‘’.r''  -  prifS  i  Mo?+' 

\voras  of  the  mittimus  are  thefe  •  ^ 

to  yourcnftody  from  thrcon"'b7rrff‘'v°„“'‘'  7' 
Deputy,  the  bodiea  of  John  Clarfcf  Oh 
ho  mes  and  John  Crandai,  and  them  ro  h7 
til  the  next  county  Contt  to  be  held  at  R^li 

they  may  then  and  there  anfwer  to  furl,  m  "’i 

as  may  be  ailedged  ao-ainfP  r  complaints 

byacinftableafa  pri?  e  mmfniao  "'‘™ 

Lord’s-day,  exerchinn-  2':Lynn,upon  the 

divers  of  the  town  rep^ired° 

and  that  in  the  time  of  the  nnkP  with  them, 

worfliip  of  God  •  as  alfa  f  ^  eyercjfe  of  the 
the  peace  of  the’con>-^re<>ation  difiurbing 

the  public  meeting  in  th'^e  time  Jr  'nto 

ternoon,  and  for  %ine  and^  n  ^ 
church  in  Lynn  was  nnr^ro  f  that  the 

order  of  our'^m-d^ld  to  the 

be  alledged  aeaihft  them  ^  other  things  as  fiiall 
e.  againlt  them,  concerning  their  feduc- 

ing 
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mg  and  drawing  others  after  their  erroneous  judg¬ 
ments  and  prafticcs,  and  for  fufpicion  of  having  their 
hands  in  re-baptizing  of  one  or  more  among  us,  as 
alfo  for  neglcdling  or  refufing  to  put  in  luflicient 
fecurity  for  their  appearance  at  the  faid  Court. 
Hereof  fail  not  at  your  peril. 

■22^  5,  51.  lloBERT  Bridges 

Om  July  31,  Mr.  Clarke  was  brought  before  the 
Court,  and  fined  twenty  pounds,  or  to  be  well  whipt ; 
and  the  crimes  he  was  charged  with,  befide  what  is 
above  mentioned,  were,  that  he  met  again  the  next 
day  after  his  contempt,  as  they  call  it^  of  their  pub¬ 
lic  worftiip,  at  the  houft  of  Witters,  and  in  con: 
tempt  of  authority,  being  then  in  the  cuftody  of 
the  law,  did  there  adminifter  the  facramenc  of 
the  Lord’s  fupper  to  one  excommunicated  per- 
fon,  to  another  under  admonition,  and  10  a  third 
that  was  an  inhabitant  of  Lynn,  and  not  in  fcl- 
lowfiiip  with  any  church,  and  yet  upon  anfwer  in 
open  Court  did  affirm,  that  he  never  redjaptized 
**  any/*  &c.  *  And,  fays  Mr.  Clarke,  none  were 
&ble  to  turn  to  the  law  of  God  of  man  by  which  we 
were  condemned.  At  length  the  Governor  ftepped 
up,  and  told  us  we  had  denied  infants  baptifm^  and 
being  fomewhat  tranfported,  told  me,  I  had  deferv- 
ed  death,  and  faid  he  would  not  have  fuch  trafll 
brought  into  their  jurifdiilion  ;  moreover  he  faid^ 
you  go  up  and  down,  and  iecretly  infinuate  into 
thofe^  that  are  weak,  but  you  cannot  maintain  it 
before  our  minifters.  Ifou  may  try  and  difpute 
with  them.”  To  this  I  had  rnuch  to  reply^  but 
he  commanded  the  gaoler  to  take  us  away.  So  the 
next  morning,  having  fo  fair  an  opportunity,  I  made 
a  motion  to  the  Court  in  thefe  words  following : 

F  f  2  To 

4  Clarke’s  Narrative,  p.  1  —  4, 

•  Neal’s  Hidory  cf  NwTr-gjand,  voi*  i,  p.  30.  > 
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To  ike  honor  able  Court  a£'embled  at  Bo/1  on. 

“  Whereas  it  plealed  this  honored  Court  yefter- 
day  to  condemn  the  faith  and  order  which  I  hold 
and  pradile  ;  and  after  you  had  pafied  vour  len¬ 
ience  upon  me  for  it,  were  plealed  to  exf  refs,  I 
could  not  maintain  the  lame  againd  your  minifters:, 
and  thereupon  publicly  proffered  me  a  difpute  with 
them:  Be  plealed  by  thefe  few  lines  to  under- 
ftand,  I  readily  accept  ir,  and  therefore  defire  you 
would  appoint  the  time  when,  arid  the  perfon  with 
vvhom,  in  that  public  place  where  I  was  condemned, 
I  might  with  freedom,  and  without  molcftacion  of  the 
civil  powder,  difpiue  that  point  publicly,  where  1 
doubt  mot  by  the  drength  of  Chnd  to  nlike  it  o-ood 
out  of  his  lad  will  and  tedamenr,  unto  w'lich*^ no¬ 
thing  is  to  be  added,  nor  from  which  nothing  is  to 
be  diniiniditd.  fhus  defiring  the  bather  of  liohts 
toilline  forth,  and  by  his  pov^er  to  expel  the  dark- 
iiefs,  I  remain  your  w'elbwiilier, 
from  the  pnfon,  this  r,  6,  51.  John  Clarke. 

Ibis  motion,  if  granted,  I  delire  might  be 
fuolcnbLu  by  their  Secretary  s  hand,  as  an  adf  of 
the  fame  Court  by  which  we  were  condemned 
This  was  prefented,  and  after  much  ado,  one  of 
the  magidrates  informed  Mr.  Clarke,  that  a  difpu- 
tation  was  granted  to  be  the  next  week,  but  on 
Monday  their  miniders  came  together  and  made  no 
fmall  dii  about  the  matter,  and  near  the  dole  of  the 
day  the  rhagidrates  fent  for  Mr.  Clarke  into  their 
chamber,  and  queried  with  him  about  this  mat¬ 
ter,  and  demanded  of  him  whether  he  would 
difpute  upon  the  things  contained  in  his  fen- 
tence,  and  maintain  his  pradficc,  for  faid  they, 
the  Court  lentenced  you  not  for  your  judg¬ 
ment  and  conlcicnce,  but  for  matter  of  faft 

( 
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and  praftice.”  To  %vhich,  fays  Mr.  Clarks,  I 
re., lied  “  you  lay  the  Court  condeirjned  me 
matter  of  fact  and  practice;  be  it  io  ;  I  lay  tha: 
matter  of  fae^t  and  praAice  was  but  the  mamtelU- 
tion  of  my  juditrr.cnt  and  confcience  ;  and  i  make 
account,  that  man  is  void  of  judgment  and  c^n- 
icience,  with  rcfpcift  unto  God,  that  hath  not  a  xsc^ 
and  practice  fuitable  thereunto. — If  the  faith  and 
order  which  1  profefs  do  tland  by  the  word  of  Goo, 
then  the  faith  and  order  which  you  profels  mult 
needs  fall  to  the  ground  ;  and  if  the  way  you  vvallc 
in  rciB^in,  then  the  way  that  I  walk  in  muft  van.aii 
away  ;  they  cannot  both  Hand  together ;  to  which 
they  teemed  to  aifent;  therefore  1  cold  thern,^  that 
if  theyplcafe  to  grant  the  motion  under  the  Secre¬ 
tary’s  hand,  i  would  draw  up  the  faith  and  order 
which  i  hold,  as  the  furn  of  that  I  did  deliver_  in 
ooen  Court,  in  three  or  four  conclufions,  which 
conciuSons  I  will  Hand  by  and  defend,  until  ha 
whom  you  dial!  appoint  fnall  by  the  word  of  God 
remove  me  from  them ;  in  cafe  he  llrali  remove  nuj 
from  them,  then  the  difputation  is  at-an  end  :  But  if 
not,  then  I  defire  like  liberty  by  the  word  of  God  to 
oppofe  the  faith  and  order  which  he  and  you  pn  » As, 
tLreby  to  try  whether  I  may  be  an  inftrument  in 
the  hand  of  God  to  remove  you  from  the  fame; 
They  told  me  the  motion  was  very  fair,  and  the 
way  like  unto  a  difputant,  faying,  becaule  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  weighty,  and  we  defire  that  what  can,  may  be 
fpoken,  when  the  difputation  ihail  be,  thcieforc 
would  we  take  a  longer  time. — So  I  returned  with 
my  keeper  to  prifon  again,  drew  up  tl  IS  conclufions, 
which  I  was  refolved  through  the  ftiength  of  ChriA 
to  Hand  in  defence  of,  and  through  the  importunity 
of  one  of  the  magiflraces,  the  next  morning  very  early 
I  diewed  them  to  him,  having  a  promifc  1  fiiould 

*  •  l—k  c  V  itV 
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3  granted,  under  the  Se* 

cretary  s  hand.  The  conelufions  were  as  foiloweth. 

T»r.,  of  John  Clarke,  a  prifoner  of 

J.fus  Chnft  at  Bofton  m  behalf  of  my  Lord,  and 
or  nis  people,  is  as  foiloweth. 

i,  'u  that  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  whom  God 

hath  raifed  from  the  dead,  is  made  both  Lord  and 
Chrift  ;  this  Jefus  I  fay  is  the  Chrift,  in  Englilh,  the 
anointed  one,  hath  a  name  above  every  name;  he 
IS  the  anointed  prieil,  none  to  or  with  him  in  point 
of  atonement ;  the  anointed  prophet,  none  to  him 
m  point  of  inftruftion  ;  the  anointed  Kin?,  who  is 
gone  unto  his  Father  for  his  glorious  kingdom,  and 
mall  ere  long  return  again  j  and  that  this  Jefus 
Chnit  IS  al.o  the  Lord  ;  none  to  or  with  him  by 
way  of  commanding  and  ordering,  w'ith  refpeft  to  the 
y/orlhip  of  God,  the  houfhold  of  faith,  which  be- 
ing  purchafcd  with  his  blood  as  prieif,  inftrufted 
and  nourilhed  by  his  fpirit  as  prophet,  do  wait  in 
HIS  appointments  as  the  Lord,  in  hope  of  that 
glorious  kingdom  which  fiiail  ere  Ion?  appear  §. 

2.  “  I  TESTIFY 

§  To  confirm  this  article  Mr.  Clarke  fays,  If  themature  of 
the  Mmmanding  and  ordering  power,  that  fuits  both  with  the 
worfoip  and  with  the  worlhippers,  which  the  Father  of  fpirits 
leeks  for,  be  confidered,  which  is  not  a  law  of  a  carnal  com¬ 
mandment,  feconded  with  carnal  weapons,  or  an  arm  of  fiefli  • 
but  a  fpiritual  law,  as  the  apofile  calls  it,  Rom.  viii.  «  W  oftL 
Jptnt  of  life  from  thrift  JeJus,  fpoken  unto,  or  rather  written 
yj  the  heart  of  a  Chriftian  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  by  rea- 
fon  whereof  he  obeys  from  the  heart  readily,  willingly  and 
chearfully,  that  of  doftrine  which  is  engraven  and  laid  up 
therein,  Heb.  viii.  lo.  2  Cor,  iii.  Rom  vi.  17.  If  this 
I  fay  be  confidered,  that  the  worfhip  is  fpiritual,  fuch  as  muft 
begin  in,  fpring  up  and  rife  from,  th,e  heart  and  fpirit,  and  fo 
be  diredled  to  the  Father  of  fpirits,  and  fb  the  commanding 
power  that  fuits  herewith  muft  fpeak  to  the  heart  and  fpirit  of 
the  man,  then  is  there  no  Lord  in  this  matter  to  Chrifl  Jefus, 
who  fpeaks  to  the -heart  ^nd*  fpirit,  and  his  words  are  as  coiti- 

mands 
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2.  I  TESTif  Y  that  baptifm,  or  dipping  in  water, 
is  one  of  the  commandments  of  this  Lord  JcfusChrift, 
and  that  a  vifible  believer  or  difciple  of  Chrift  Jefusi 
(that  is  one  that  manifefteth  repentance  towards 
God,  and  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift)  is  the  only  perfon 
that  is  to  be  baptifed,  or  dipped  with  that  vifible 
baptifm,  or  dipping  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  water,  and 
alfo  that  vifible  perfon  that  is  to  walk  in  that  vifible 
order  of  his  houfe,  and  fo  to  wait  for  his  corning 
the  fecoad  time,  in  the  form  of  a  Lord  and  King, 
with  his  glorious  kingdom  according  to  promife, 
and  for  his  fending  down  in  the  time  of  his  ab- 
fence  the  Holy  Ghoft,  or  holy  Spirit  of  promife, 
and  all  this  according  to  the  laft  will  and  teftament 
of  that  living  Lord,  whofe  will  is  not  to  be  added 
to  or  taken  from 

3.  TESTIFY  or  v/itnefs,  that  every  fuch  believer 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  that  waiteth  for  his  appearing,  may 
in  point  of  liberty,  yea  ought  in  point  of  duty,  to  im¬ 
prove  that  talent  his  Lord  hath  given  unto  him,  and 
in  the  congregation  may  either  afk  for  information  to 
himfelf ;  or  if  he  can,  may  fpeak  by  way  of  prophefy 
for  the  edification,  exhortation  and  comfort  of  the 

whole ; 

mands  from  trie  head  to  the  members,  v/hich  convey  fpirit  and 
life  to  obey  them,  by  reafon  of  which  his  commands  are  not 
grievous,  for  where  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is  liberty. 
See, — 2  Cor.  iii.  17,  18.”  p.  48,  49. 

*  To  confirm  the  hrft  part  of  this  article  Mr.  Clarke  fays, 
although  there  be  frequent  mention  made  of  that  appoint- 
ment  of  Chrift  in  his  lall  will  and  teftament,  yet  it  is  never 
exprefted  by  the  word  that  may  be  rendered  rantifm^  or 
fprinkling,  but  by  the  word  that  is  rendered  baptifm^  or  dip- 
ping.’*  To  which  he  adds  many  proofs,  p*  50  —  52.  The 
other  part,  which  concerns  the  fubje^ls  of  baptifm,  he  confirms 
by  the  apoftles  commiftion,  and  by  their  pra6lice,  and  notes  in 
particular,  that  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft  they  baptifed  none  but 
fuch  as  were  called^  received  his  nx^ord,  were  added  and  eonti* 

nued in  the  ap'iftles  dodirim  and  fellou^Jhnp,  Sez,  p»  54^ 
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whole  •,  and  out  of  the  congregation  at  all  times, 
•ispoo  all  occafions,  and  in  ail  places,  as  far  as  the 
jurildiftion  ofhis  Lord  extends,  may,  yea  ought  to 
wahc  as  a  child  of  light,  juftifying  wiidom  with  his 
ways,  and  reproving  folly,  with  the  unfroiiful  works 
thereof,  provided  all  this  be  Ihown  out  of  a  good 
converfuion,  as  Ja-mes  [peaks  with  meeknefs  of  wif- 
tlodt. 


4.  “  I  TESTtry  that  no  fuch  believer  or  fervant 
of  Chrifi;  Jefus  hath  liberty,  much  lefs  authority, 
from  his  Lord,  to  fmice  his  fellow  fervant,  nor  yet 
with  outward  force,  or  arm  of  flefh,  to  conllrain,  or 
rePerain  iiis  confciencc,  no  nor  yet  his  outward  man 
for  cor.icience  fak-e,  or  v/orfliip  of  his  Gcd,  where 
injury  Is  not  oiTered  to  the  perfon,  name  or  eftate  of 
others,  every  man  being  fuch  as  fhalt  appear  before 
the  judgment  feat  of  Chrifi,  and  muft  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  himfelf  to  God,  and  therefore  ought  to 
be  fully  perfuaded  in  his  owm  mind  for  what  he 
undertakes,  becaufe  he  that  doubteth  is  damned  if 
Ire  eat,  and  fo  alfo  if  he  adf,  becaufe  he  cloth  not  eat 
ox  act  in  faith,  and  what  is  not  of  faith  is  fin 

W  KEN  Mr.  Gl  iike  had  thus  freely  given  them  his 
Veftimony,  inftead  of  openly  and  fairly  meeting  him 
as  they  had  talked  of,  to  vindicate  their  proceedings, 
the  next  news  that  he  hears  from  them  is  this  : 


^0  the  Keeper  of  the  P  rtf  on. 

Br  virtue  hereof  you  a;e  to  rcleafe  and  fet  at  li¬ 
berty  the  body  of  Mr.  John  Clarke,  and  this  fhall 
be  your  difeharge  for  fo  doing.  Given  under  my 
hand  the  i  ith  of  the  6di  month,  1651. 

William  Hibbtns 

Great  expeflations  had  been  raifed  in  the  coun¬ 
try  of  hearing  thefe  points  difputed,and  Mr.  Clarke 

knowing 

Narrative,  p.  9,  lO. 

§  Narrrx'i  ue,  p.  lO.  i'^OUf  yClfS  ufisr  Jill  }blns’s  wife  w-as 
kant^ed  for  a 
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icnowinp  well  how  they  Wvould  try  to  turn 

blame  upon  him,  immediately  drew  up  the  foaqw- 

iiiff  addrcfs.  _ 

“  WhereAs  through  the  indulgency  of  tenoer 

hearted  friends,  without  tny  confenc,  and  conirary 
to  my  judgment,  the  fentence  and  condemnation  ot 
the  Court  at  Bofton  (as  is  reported)  have  been  tui- 
dy  fatisfied  on  my  behalf,  and  thereupon  a  warrant 
hath  been  procured,  by  which  I  am  iecluded  the 
place  of  my  imprifonment;  by  reafon  whereof  I  fee 
■jio  other  call  for  prefent  but  to  my  habitation,  and 
to  thofe  uear  relations  which  God  hath  given  me 
there  ;  yet  left  the  caufe  fhould  hereby  fuller,  ■  W'hich 
I  profefs  is  Chrift’s^  I  would  hereby  fignify,  that  if 
vet  it  flaali  pleafe  the  honored  magiftrates,  or  Gene¬ 
ral  Court  of  this  colony,  to  grant  my  former  requeft 
under  their  Secretary  s  iiand,  I  fhall  thearfuuy  em¬ 
brace  it,  and  upon  your  motion  ihail,  through  the 
help  of  God,  come  from  tlie  ifland  to  atteno  it,  and 

hereunto  I  have  fubferibed  my  name,  , .  ^ 

iith6,  51.  JoKw  Clarke. 

This  was  the  next  morning  fenc  to  the  magiftrates,' 
who  were  met  at  the  commencement  at  Cambridge, 
upon  which  it  was  noifed  abroad  that  the  motioa 
Was  granted-,  an'd  that  Mr.  Cotton  was  to  be  the 
manf  and  fays  Mf.  Clarke,  “  bell  of  all  approved 
■■  of  by  myklffor  that  fame  purpofe,  he  being  the 
inventor  and  fupporter  of  liiat  way  in  thefe  parts' 
wherein  they  walk.”  But  a  little  before  their 
ledure  the  ne.xt  Thurfday  lie  r'eceived  the  foiiow- 
ing  paper  ; 

Afr.  “^john  CLzrke., 

“  We  conceive  vou  have  hiifrepfefented  the  Go- 

J  L 

vernor’s  fpcech,  in  fayi-ng  you  were  challenged  to  dif- 
puce  with  fome  of  our  eiders,  whcrea.s  it  was  plain'- 
ly  expreiled,  that  if  you  v./ould  confer  with  any  of 

G  g  tlietn, 
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them,  they  were  able  to  fatisfy  you,  neither  were 
you  able  to  maintain  your  pradtice  to  them  by  the 
wj)rd  of  vjod,  all  which  we  intended  for  your  info'-. 
mation  and  convidion  privately  ;  neither  were  yo*i 
enjoined  to  what  you  were  then  counfelled  untc 
Hcverthelefs  if  you  are  torward  to  difpute,  and  thai 
you  will  move  it  yourielf  to  the  Court,  or  magi- 
Itrates  about  Bofton,  we  fliall  take  order  to  appoini 
one  who  will  be  ready  to  anfwer  your  motion,  you 
keeping  dole  to  the  queftions  to  be  propounded  by 
yourleit,  and  a  moderator  fhall  be  appointed  alfo  to 
attend  upon  that  fervice;  and  whereas  you  defire 
y  ou  might  be  free  in  your  dilpute,  keeping  dofe  to 
the  points  to  be  difputed  on,  without  lincurrinp 
damap  by  the  civil  juftice,  obferving  what  hath 
been  pfore  written,  it  is  granted  ;  the  day  may  be 
^greecl^  if  you  yield  the  premifes, 

JoHM  Endicott,  Governor, 
Thomas  D^^dley,  Dep.  Governor^ 
Richard  Bellingham, 

"VViLLIAM  HiBBINS, 

Increase  Nowel/* 
ilthf  of  the  6th,  1651. 

^  My  anfwer  followeth  fuperfcrlbed. 

To  the  honored  Governor  of  the  MafTachufetes 

and  the  reft  of  that  honorable  Society,  thefe  pre¬ 
fen  t.  ^ 

^ nthy  Senators^ 

“I  RECEIVED  a  writing,  fubferibed  with  five  of 
your  hands,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  a  twice  repeated 
Irriqtion  of  mine  before  you,  which  was  grounded 
as  I'tionceive  fufficiently  upon  the  Governor’s  words 
in  open  Court,  wnich  writing  of  yours  doth  no  way 
anfwer  my  expedation,  nor  yet  that  motion  which 
I  made  i  and  vvhexeas  (waving  that  grounded  mo- 

tit  iwms  tUisjheuId  be  the  12th,  '  ^ 
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tion>)  you  are'  oleafed  to  intimate,  that  if  I  v;ere 
forward  to  difpute,  and  would  move  it  myfelf  to 
the  Court,  ormagiftrates  about  Bofton,  you  would 
appoint  one  to  anfwer  ray  motion,  &c.  be  pleafed 
to  underhand,  that  although  I  am  not  backward  ta 
raaintain  the  faith  and  order  of  my  Lord,  the  King 
of  faints,  for  which  I  have  been  fentenced,  yet  am 
I  not  in  fuch  a  way  fo  forward  to  difpute,  or  move 
therein,  left  inconvenience  fhould  thereby  arife  % 

I  ihall  rather  once  more  repeat  my  former  motion,' 
which  if  it  ftiall  pleafc  the  honored  General  Court  to 
accept,  and  under  their  fecrctary’s  hand  Ihall  grant 
■a  free  difpute,  without  moleftation  or  interruption, 

I  fhall  be  well  fatisfied  therewith  •,  that  what  is  paft 
i  Ihall  forget,  and  upon  your  motion  fliall  attend  it  j 
thus  defiring  the  father  of  mercies  not  to  lay  that 
evil  to  vour  charge,  I  remain  your  well  wiftier, 

J  °  T  /'•'  I  yf 

John  Clarice  • 

From'  Prifon  this  14,  6,  51. 

I  HAVE  tranferibed  the  \vhole  of  thefe  letters  mtK 
great  care,  to  give  the  reader  a  fair  opportunity  t© 
judge  for  himfelf,  whether  thofe  rulers  and  mi- 
nifters  were  not  afraid  of  the  light,  though  they 
pretended  the  contrary  ;  for  they  knew  that  they  had 
then  laws  in  force  to  punifh  any  man  v/ho  fhould 
difpute  ag&inft  infant  baptilm,  as  well  as  other  of 
their  ways,  and  what  they  now  fent  was  no  afit  of 
Court,  but  only  a  writing  from  feme  of  their  rulers 
met  at  commencement  i  and  Mr.  Clarke  fays,  it  was 
in  Mr.  Cotton’s  hand  writing,  by  which  they  would 
fain  have  flopped  Mr.  Clarke’s  mouth,  or  elfe  have, 
drawn  him  again  under  the  iafli  of  their  laws.  This 
he  fays  gave  ground  for  others  to  conclude,  that 
the  utmoft  they  can  fay  for  themfelves,  and  to 
flop  the  mouth  of  him  that  is  contrary  minded^ 
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lies  in  the  fv^ord  and  p-ower  of  the  rnacriftrate, 
which,  ai'hough  it  be  a  good  ordinance'  of  God 
in  this  preltTK  evil  world  to  reltrain  the  oppref- 
for,  and  to  lei  the  oppreiTed  go  free,  and  fo  ap¬ 
proved  and  owned  by  Chrift  and  all  true  fhri- 

liians,  in  cafe  of  wrong  and  wicked  lewdnefs _ yet 

was  it  never  appointed  by  Chrift  (towhoniVdl 
power,  not  only  in  earth,  but  alio  in  heaven,  is 
coiTiaiitted,  and  by  whom  aii  earthly  powers  are  to 
be  judged  ;  1  lay  it  vvas  never  appointed  by 
Chrift)  to  inform  and  reftify  the  rnin-ds  and  con- 
fciences  of  men  in  the  worfcip  of  God,  in  that 
great  myftery  of  godiinefs,  and  iri  thole  myfticai 
matters  concerning  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  that 
being  a  matter  that  only  belongs  to  the  holy  fpirit 
of  promile,  and  to  the  Iv/ord  of  that  fpirir^ 
which  is  the  word  (not  of  man,  but)  of  God, 
to  effed,  much  lefs  to  conform  their  outward 
man  contrary  to  their  minds  and  conlciences  ir; 
the  wprfhip  of  God;  ^nd  therefore  that  fvvord 
and  power  ought  to  take  heed  how  they  med¬ 
dle  herein,  left  they  attempt  to  take  the  place 
and  enter  upon  the  throne  and  kingdom  of 
Christ. 

Mr.  Crandal,  who  was  fined  five  pounds,  only, 
for  being  with  the  others,  was  relcafed  upon  promiie  ^ 
of  appearif.g  at  their  next  Court  (though  they 
did  not  let  him  know  when  it  was,  till  it  was  over, 
and  they  exaded  the  fine  of  the  keeper)  and  he  with 
Mr.  Clarke  returned  home.  Mr.  Holmes  was  kept 
in  prifon  till  their  Court  met  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  and  then,  after  thefr  public  ledure  in 
Bofton,  the  fentence  of  Court  vras  executed  upon 
|fim;  a  particular  account  of  which  we  have  written 
with  his  own  hand,  as  follows  ; 

Unto 
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Umto  the  well  beloved  brethren,  John  Spilf- 
bi>ry,  William  Kiffen,  and  the  reft  that  in  Eondoii 
ftand  fait  in  the  faith,  and  continue  to  wa.k  fted- 
faftly  in  that  order  of  the  gofpel  which  was  once 
delivered  unto  the  flints  by  Jelus  prift  :  Goadiah 
Holmes,  an  unworthy  witnefs  that  Jeius  is  ^ 
Lord,  and  of  late  a  pnfoner  for  Jems  fake  at 

Boilon,  fendeth  greeting. 

Dearly  Beloved  and  longed  after, 

“  My  heart’s  defire  is  to  hear  from  you,  and  to 
hear  that  you  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  jefus  Chrift,  and  that  your 
love  to  him,  and  one  unto  another,  as  he  hath  given 
commandment,  aboundeth,  would  be  the  very  joy 
and  great  rejoicing  of  my  loul  and  fpint.  Had  i  not 
been  prevented  by  my  beloved  brethren  of  i  rovi- 
dence,  who  have  wrote  unto  you,  wherein  you  have 
my  mind  at  large  ;  and  a!fo  by  our  belcwecl  brother 
Clarke,  of  PJrode-lQand,  who  may,  it  God  permit 
fee  you,  and  fpeak  with  you  mouth  to  mouth,  1  had 

here  declared  myfelf  in  that  matter,  but  now  1  tor- 

bear  ;  and  becaufe  I  have  an  experimental  know¬ 
ledge  in  myfelf,  that  in  members  of  the  fame  body  , 
while  it  ftands  in  union  with  the  head,  there  iS  a 
fympathizing  fpirit,  which  paffeth  through,  and  alfo 
lemainech  in  each  particular,  fo  that  one  meniocr 
can  neither  mourn  nor  rejoice,  but  all  the  members 
arc  ready  to  mourn  and  rejoice,  with  it  •,  1  Iball  the 
rather  impart  unto  you  fome  dealings  which  I  have 
had  therein  from  the  fons  of  men,  and  the  gracious 
fupports  which  I  have  had  from  the  Son  of  God,  my 
Lord  and  yours,  that  fo  like  members  you  might 
rejoice  with  me,  and  might  be  encouraged,  by  the 
fame  experiment  of  his  tender  mercies,  to  fear  none 
of  thofe  things  which  you  fiiall  fufter  foi  jefus 

It  pleaftd  the  Father  of  lights,  after  a  long 

rnntinuance 
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continuance  of  mine  in  death  and  darknefs  to  r,.,r 

Me  and  immortality  to  be  brought  to  liihr 

foul,  and  alfo  to  caufe  me  to  fee  fhat  thi/rr 

•the  death  of  his  Son,  in  that  hour 

daMnefs  procured,  which  wrought  in 

i-eftlefs  defire  to  know  what  th--\ord  who  / 

dearly  bought  me,  would  have  me  to  do  sJdt  h* 
■tog  that  it  was  his  laft  wii!  rro  wh  vi 

and  from  which  none  is  to  detradl)  tJ^-Tr^V^ 

Sad  faith  in  his  death  for  hfffton  rf 

™to  his  death,  burial  anXefota'on, 

fore^conS"' d  ’  ‘  Tu ’’  Wug  by 

Jove  conitramed  to  foliov/  the  Lamb  ftU^. 

oway  the  fins  of  the  wo.  id)  whiLfoever  he  oocs! 

from  co^^*rnio  their  alTemblies,  and 

X  orn  comrn union  with  them  in  their  wor/hio  of  r^rl 

and  thus  vifibly  put  on  Chrift  bfini?  refnlLrl  i  ^ 

to  attend  upon  hL,  and  to  fobmi^fo  hfs  wiU  b"? 

PS,  and  Wrred  up  the  fpi’iits  of  »  prefe  fmf 
fek  and  two  more  to  Plymouth  Court,^ where  we 
With  four  petitions  againft  our  whole  comoanv 
to  take  feme  «peedy  courfe  to  fupprefs  us  •  one 
our  own  plantation,  with  35  harids  to  it  /  one  from 

the  church  as  they  call  it,  at  Taunton  ;  one  from 

al  the  minifters  in  our  colony,  except  two  if  I  mi?- 

Bofton  in* the 

.  a  lachufetts,  under  their  Secretary’s  hand  •  \vhere- 
iipon  the  Court  ftraitly  chargeth  us  Jo  defift,  and 
.neither  to  ordain  officers,  nor  to  baptize  nor  to 
break  bread  together,  nor  yet  to  meet  upon  th^ 
fine  day  or  the  week ;  and  having  received  theP 
.trait  cuatges,  one  of  the  three  difeovers  the  fand 
foundation  upon  which  he  ftood,  who,  when  th' 
.*od  came  and  the  wind  blew,  fell,  yet  it  pleafeu 

th-: 
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the  Father  of  mercies  (to  whom  be  the  praife)  to  give 
us  ftrength  to  ftand,  and  to  tell  them  it  was  better  to 
obey  God  than  man  j  and  fuch  was  the  grace 
of  our  God  to  us-ward,  that  though  we  were  had 
from  Court  to  Court,  yet  were  we  firmly  reiblved  to 
keep  clofe  to  the  rule,  and  to  obey  the  voice  of  our 

Lord,  come  what  will  come. 

“  Not  long  after  thefe  troubles  I  came  upon  occa- 
fion  of  bufinds  into  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufetts, 
with  two  other  brethren,  as  brother  Clarke  being 
one  of  the  two  can  inform  you,  where  we  three 
were  apprehended,  carried  to  Bofton,  and  lo  to  the 
Court,  and  were  all  fentenced  •,  what  they  laid  to  my 
charge,  you  may  here  read  in  my  lentencef,  upon 

the 

‘‘  \ne  fenteme  of  Oladiah  Holmes,  of  Seaconk,  the  of  tht 

o^th  tn.  165  I, 

ForsTniucK  es  you  Ol33,d.ii3.1i  f^olmcs,  being  come  into  tnia 
i urirdi^tion  sbout  tlic  21  of  tKc  p  m*  did.  meet  3,t  one  illisiti 
Witter’s  houfe,  at  Lynn,  and  did  here  privately  (and  at  olher 

times,  being  an  excommunicate  peribn,  did  take  upon  you  to 

preach  and  baptize)  upon  the  Lord  s  oay,  or  other  days,  and 
being  taken  then  by  the  conftable,  and  coming  afterward  to  the 
affembly  at  Lynn,  did,  in  difrefpea  to  the  ordinance  of  God 
and  his  vvorfhip,  keep  ou  youi*  hat,  the  paSor  being  in  prayer, 
infomuch  that  you  would  not  give  reverence  in  vailing  your  hat, 
till  it  was  forced  oS your  head,  to  the  difturbance  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  and  profelfing  againk  the  inilitntion  of  the  church,  as 
not  being  according  to  the  gofpel  ofjefus  Chrik  ;  and  that  you 
the  faid  Obadlah  Holmes  did  upon  the  day  following  meet 
again  at  the  faid  William  Witter’s,  in  contempt  to  authority, 
you  being  then  in  the  cukody  of  the  law,  and  did  there  receive 
the  facramcnt,  being  excommunicate,  and  that  you  did  bap* 
tize  fuch  as  were  baptized  before,  and  thereby  did  necekarily 
deny  the  baptifm  that  was  before  adminikered  to  be  baptifm,  the 
churches  no  churches,  and  alfo  ocher  ordinances,  and  minikers, 
as  if  all  were  a  nullity  ;  and  alfo  did  deny  the  lawfulnefs  of 
baptizing  of  infants  ;  and  all  this  tends  to  the  diOionor  of  God, 
the  defpifing  the  ordinances  of  God  among  us,  the  peace  of  the 
chuldies,  and  feducing  the  fubjeds  of  this  commonwealth  from 
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the  pronouncing- of  which;  as  I  went  from  the  ba^'-' 
I  exprefTed  myfcit  in  tisefe  words  :  I  bids  God  I  air' 
counted  worthy  to  luffer  for  the  name  of ’ferLiT 
y.  hereupon  John  Wilfon  (their  pallor,  as  they  call 
himj  ftruck  me  before  the  judgment  feat,  and  curf- 
edme,  faying,  the  curfe  of  God  or  jefus  go  with 
thee  §  ;  lo  we  were  carried  to  the  prifon,  where  not 
long  after  I  was  deprived  of  my  two  lovinp-  friends' 
at  whole  departure  the  adverfary  ftept  in,  mok  hol'd 
ofmy  ipirit,  and  troubled  me  for  the  fpace  of  an 
hour,  and  then  the  Lord  came  in,  and  Ivveetly  re¬ 
lieved  me,  caufing  to  look  to  hiinfclf,  fo  was  I  Hay¬ 
ed,  and  rcfrelhed  in  the  tlioughts  of  my  Gcd  ;  and 
although  during  the  time  of  my  imprifonment  the 
tempter  was  bufy,  yet  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  Hand  at 
my  right  hand,  that  the  motions  were  but  fudden, 
and  lo  vanifhed  away  ;  and  although  there  were 
that  vyould  have  paid  the  money  if  I  would  ac¬ 
cept  it,  yet  I  durft  not  accept  of  deliverance 
in  luch  a  way,  and  therefore  my  anlwer  to  them 
was,  that  although  I  would  acknowledge  their 
love^  to  a  cup  of  cold  water,  yet  could  I  not 
thank  them  for  their  money,  if  they  fliould  pay  it. 
So  the  Court  drew  near,  and  the  night  before  ! 
fhould  fuffer  according  to  my  fcntence,  it  pleafed 
God  I  relied  and  flept  quietly  ;  in  the  morning  my 
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tlie  truth  of  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  perverting  the  ftraic 
v/Rys  of  the  LfOrd,  the  Court  doth  £ne  you  pounds,  to  be 
paid,  or  fufficient  furcties  tliatMie  faid  fura  ihall  be  paid  by  the 
iini;  day  of  the  next  Court  of  Affihants,  or  elfeto  be  well  vvhipt, 
®rid  that  you  fhall  remain  in  prifbn  till  it  be  paid,  or  fecurity 
giv^'en  in  for  By  the  Court,  Increase  N o e  l  l . ' ' 
§  ‘‘  Mr.  Wilfon  is  reprefented  hy  his  cotemporaries  as  one  of 
the  moll  humble,  pious  and  benevolent  men  of  the  aj^e.” 
Majfachufetts  Hiftory,  vol.  1,  p,  2c;8.  But  when  that  darling 
point,  mfant  fprinkling,  was  in  clanger,  fee  how  it  makes  the 
moil  benevolent  ad  like  cruel  perfecutors  ! 
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friends  come  to  vide  me,  defirin^  me  to  take  the  re« 
frefhrnent  of  wine,  and  other  comforts  ;  but  my  refo- 
Jution  was  not  to  drink  wine,  nor  (Irorig  drink  that 
day  until  my  punilhment  w’as  over:  and  the  rcafon 
was.  left  in  cafe  I  had  more  ftrengch,  courage  and 
holdnefs  than  ordinarily  could  be  expelled,  the  world 
Ihould  either  fay  he  is  drunk  with  new  wine,  or  elfe 
that  the  comfort  and  ftrength  of  the  creature  hath  car« 
ried  him  through ;  but  my  courfe  was  this  :  I  defired 
brother  John  Hazel  to  bear  my  fr’end’>  companyiand 
I  betook  myfelf  to  my  chamber,  where  I  might  com¬ 
municate  with  my  God,  commit  myfelf  to  him,  and 
beg  ftrength  from  him.  I  had  no  fooner  fequeftred 
myfelf,  and  come  into  my  chamber,  but  Satan  lets  fly 
at  me,  faying,  Remem*".er  thyfelf,  thy  birth,  breeding, 
and  friends,  thy  wife,  children,  nrame  and  credit :  but 
as  this  was  fudden,  fo  there  came  in  fweetly  from  the 
Lord  as  fudden  an  anfwer,  *Tis  for  my  Lord,  I  muft' 
not  deny  him  before  the  forts  of  men  (for  that  were 
to  fet  men  above  him)  but  rather  loofe  all,  yea  wife, 
children,  and  mine  own  life  alfo.  To  this  the  temp¬ 
ter  replies,  Oh  but  that  is  the  queflion,  is  it  for  him  ? 
and  for  him  alone  ?  is  it  not  rather  for  thy  own,  or 
fome  other’s  fake  ?  thou  haft  lb  profefled  and  pratif- 
ed.and  now  art  loth  to  deny  it ;  is  not  pridc  and  felf 
in  the  bottom  ?  Surely  this  temptation  was  ftrong,  and 
thereupon  I  made  dilligent  fearch  after  the  matter,  as 
formerly  I  had  done,  and  after  a  while  there  was  everi 
as  it  had  been  a  voice  from  heaven  ia  my  very  foul, 
bearing  witnefs  with  my  conrcience,  that  it  was  noc 
for  any  man’s  cafe  or  fake  in  this  world,  that  fo  I  had 
profefTed  and  praflifed,  but  for  my  Lord’s  cafe  and 
fake, and  for  him  alone  ;  whereupon  my  fpirit  was  much 
rcfrefht  ;  as  alfo  in  the  confideration  of  thefc  three 
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walk  through  the  valley  and floadow  of  death  I  till! 
fear  no  evtl,  thy  rod  and  thy  ftaff  they  (hall  comfort 

me.  And  he  that  conUnueth  to  the  end,  the  fame 
Jhall  be  faved. 

But  then  came  in  the  confideration  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  flefh  to  bear  the  ffrokes  of  a  whip, though 
the  fpint  was  willing,  and  thereupon  I  was  caufed  to 
pray  earneflly  unto  the  Lord,  that  he  would  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  give  me  a  fpirit  of  courage  and  boldnefs,  a 
tongue  to  fpeak  for  him,  and  ftrength  of  body  to  fuf- 
fer  for  his  lake,  and  not  to  fhrink  or  yield  to  the 
ftrokes,  or  fhed  tears,  led  the  adverfaries  of  the  truth 
Ihould  thereupon  blafpheme  and  be  hardened,  and 
the  weak  and  leeble-hearted  difeouraged,  and  for  thi* 
I  fought  the  Lord  earneffly  ;  at  length  he  fatisfied  my 
fpirit  to  give  up,  -  s  my  foul  fb  my  body  to  him,  and 
quietly  to  leave  the  whole  difpofing  of  the  matter  to 
■him ;  and  fo  I  addreded  myfelf  in  as  comely  a  man¬ 
ner  as  I  could,  having  Inch  a  Lord  and  Mafter  to 
leive  in  this  bufinefs.  And  when  I  heard  the  voice 
of  my  keeper  come  for  me,  even  chearfulnefs  did 
CO  ^  e  upon  me,  and  taking  my  teftameat  in  my  hand, 

1  went  a  long  with  him  to  the  place  of  execution, 
and  after  common  falutation  here  flood.  There  flood 
by  alfo  one  of  the  raagillraies,  by  name  Increafe 
Nowel,  w'ho  for  a  while  kept  filent,  and  fpoke  not  a 
word, and  fb  did  I,  expefling  the  governor’s  prefence, 
but  he  came  not.  But  after  a  while  Mr,  Nowel 
bade  the  executioner  do  his  office  ;  then  1  defired  to 
fpeak  a  few  words,  but  Mr.  Nowel  anfwered,  it  is 
laor  now  a  time  to  fpeak.  Whereujpon  I  took  leare, 
and  faid,  men,  brethren,  fathers  and  countrymen,  I 
befeech  you  gire  me  leave  to  fpeak  a  few  words,  and 
the  rather  bccaufe  here  are  many  Ipeftators  to  fee  me 
piiniihed,  and  lam  to  fcal  with  my  blood,  if  God 
g^ve  ftrengthj,  that  which  1  hold  and  praftice  in  refer- 

cnce 


235 


[1651]  NEW-ENGLAN 

„ce  .0  .he  wo,d  of  Goa,.nd  .he  ^Ataony  : 

Xc  lhol  with  my  blood,  1  -dy  .0  defend  .c 

by  the  word,  and  to  difputc  that  port  widi  any  -- 

lhallcome  forth  to  withftand  it. 

fwered  me,  now  was  no  time  to  .  T^ich  and 

I.  then  I  defirc  to  give  an  account  of  the  laidt 

order  I  hold,  and  this  I  defired  i^rce  times,  but  m 

comes  Mr.  Flint,  and  faith  to  the  executioner.  , 

di  thme  office,  for  this  fello  w  would  bffi  make  a  0% 

fpeech  to  delude  the  people.*  So  I  being  refol  ved  to 

ipealc.  told  the  people  ;  that  which  1  Ghrilf 

is^the  word  of  God,  and  tfliimony  of  Jefus  Chrd  . 
No,  faith  Mr.  Nowel,  it  is  for  you 
about  to  feduce  the  people.  io  which  I  ''^P  ’ 

not  for  error,  for  in  all  the  time  '"V. 
ment,  wherein  1  wiS  left  alone  (my  orethrcn  bein^^ 
gone)  which  of  all  your  minifters  in  all  that  time  came 
to  convince  me  of  an  error;  and  when  upon  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  words  a  motion  was  made  for  a  pui  ic  c  1 
and  upon  fair  terms  fo  often  renewed,  and  oefircd  by 
hundreds,  what  was  the  reafon  it  was  not  granted  . 
Mr.  Nowel  told  me.  it  was  his  fault  that  went  away, 
and  would  not  difpute  ;  but  this  the  writings  wil! 
clear  at  large.  Still  Mr.  Flint  calls  to  the  man  to  do 
his  office  :  fo  before,  and  in  the  time  of  his  pui.in; 
off  my  deaths  I  cont  nued  fpeaking,  telling  them, 
that  I  had  fo  learned," that  for  all  Bolton  1  wouid  not 
give  my  body  into  their  hands  thus  to  be  bruifed  up¬ 
on  another  account,  yet  upon  this  1  would 

r*  * 

the  hundredth  part  of  a  f  wampum  peaque 

out  of  their  hands,  and  that  I  made  as  much  confciencc 

of 


P* 


*  Thomas  Flint  was  chofen  oac  of  their  magidrates  in 


f  A  wampum  feaque^  is  th  c  rix;h  part  of  a  penny  witlm 
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of  unbuttoning  one  button,  as  I  did  of  paying  the 

^  moreover, 

^irilt  and  io  o  be  baptized  in  water  by  a  meflenaer 
oy  efus  into  the  name  of  the  Father.  sL  and  Holy 

Si’  tT"?  ^  a""  «'“h  him  in  his  death! 

S  ^  ‘  re^urreftiori;  I  am  now  come  to  be  baotii^ed 

in  affluftions  by  your  hafids,  that  fo  I  may  have  fur 

fher  feli^fh.p  with  my  Lord,  and  am  Lt  aJhamed 

of  his  fulfenngs.  for  by  his  ftripes  am  1  healed 

luvbach'/SSV'S  the  ftrokes  upon 

y  back,  I  faid  to  the  people,  though  my  flefli  fliould 

to7r"?^r"  gU;“ 

fill  mv  he'-!  ^  'ti,  and  fo  to 

audS  7i  ^nd  with  an 

not  to  lav  Si  ^"tth,  praying  unto  the  Lord 

i de  Th  Sr  ^  a'r  ‘he  peo- 

ore  1  “"d  ‘here- 

lore  now  l  fhoLild  truft  him  forever  who  failed  me 

fuch  a  S-  «Pon  me,  I  had 

■If  I  ‘^"■^1  "^/hon  of  God’s  prefence,  as  the 

Juvv,  theieof  I  never  had  nor  felt,  nor  on  with  fl'>flilv 

U>ngue  exprefs;  .nd  the  outward  pain  Sa!  Po  re“! 

Sv-  i7’  ‘S'  ^  to  declare  it  to 

,0..,  It  was  fo  caJy,,to  me,  that  I  could  well  bear  it, 

yea  and  m  a  manner  felt  it  not  although  it  was  griev¬ 
ous,  as  the  rpeaators  fdd,  the  man  .rikmg  with  aTh!s 

tmrgrh  (yea  fp.tting  in  his  hand  three  ti^s,  as  many 
aninued)  with  a  three-co.ded  whip,  giving  tZc 
W.ih  .hiny  (lr„t«.  When  he  had  Lfed  ,„e 

r/7’  h3'"ng  joyfaluefs  m  my  heart  and  cheerful- 
imLin  my  countenance,  as  the  fpec^ators  obferved, 

-  to-iJ  the  m^arates,  you  have  ftruck  me  as  with 

made’ir!"7"^™‘'''"°''f’  ‘he  Lord  hath 

lo  vn  ir  ^  h  may  not  be  laid 

<:nar2e.  ,  -"AFXjst 
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After  this  many  came  to  me  rejoicing  to  fee 
the  power  of  the  Lord  manifefted  in  weak  flefh  ;  but 
fmful  flefli  takes  occafion  hereby  to  bring  others  in 
trouble,  informs  the  magiflratcs  hereof,  and  fo  two 
more  arc  apprehended  as  for  contempt  of  authority  ; 
their  names  were  John  Hazel  and  John  Spur,  who 
came  indeed  and  ‘  id  lhake  me  by  the  hand,  but  did 
ufe  no  words  of  contempt  or  reproach  unto  any  ;  no 
man  can  prove  that  the  firft  fpokc  any  thing,  and  for 
the  fecond,  he  only  laid  thus,  bleded  be  the  Lord  , 
yet  thefe  two  for  taking  me  by  the  hand,  and  thus 
faying  after  1  had  received  my  prnifhment,  were 
fentenced  to  pay  40  fhillings,  or  to  be  whipt.  Both 
were  refolved  againft  paying  their  fine  ;  neverihelcfs 
after  one  or  two  days  imprifonmcnt,  one  paid  John 
Spiir*s  fine,  and  he  was  releafed  ;  and  after  fix  or 
feven  days  imprifonmcnt  of  brother  Hazel,  even  the 
day  when  he  fhould  have  fuffered,  another  pard  his, 
and  {o  he  efcaped,  and  the  next  day  went  to  vilit  a 
friend  about  fix  miles  from  Bofion,  v/here  the  fame 
day  he  fell  fick,  and  within  ten  days  ended  his  life. 
When  I  was  come  to  the  prifon,  it  pleafed  God  to 
fiir  up  the  heart  of  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  who 
with  mu,!h  tendernefs,  like  the  good  Samaritan,  poured 
oil  into  my  wounds,  and  plailiered  my  fores  but 
there  was  prefent  information  given  what  was  done, 
and  inquiry  made  who  was  the  furgeon,  and  it  was 
commonly  reported  he  fhould  be  lent  for,  but  what 
was  done  I  yet  know  not.  Now  thus  it  hath  pleafed 
the  Father  of  mercies  fo  to  difpofe  of  the  matter,  that 


*  In  a  raanufeript  of  governor  Jofeph  Jencks’s,  wrote  near  50 
years  ago,  he  fays,  “  Mr.  Holmes  was  whipt  thirty  llripes,  and 
in  fuch  an  unmerciful  manner,  that  in  wapy  days,  if  not  feme 
weeks,  he  could  take  no  reft  but  as  he  lay  upon  his  knees  and 
elbows,  not  being  able  to  fuficrany  part  of  his  body  to  touch  the 
bed  whereon  he  lay.  But  Mr,  Clarke  being  a  fcholar  bred,  a 
friend  of  his,  paid  his 
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my  boi^sand  imprifonments,  have  been  no  hindratK 
to  the  Gofpe!,  for  before  my  return,  fome  fubmittt 
to  the  Lord,  and  were  baptized,  and  divers  were  p 
upon  the  way  of  inquiry.  And  now  bein^  advifed 
make  my  efcape  by  ni^ht.  becaufe  it  was  reporu 
that  there  were  warrants  forth  for  me,  I  departed 
and  the  next  day  after,  while  I  was  on  myjourner 
the  conftaWe  came  to  fearch  at  the  houfe  where  ^ 
lodged,  fo  I  efcaped  their  hands,  and  was  by  the  goo 
hand  of  my  heavenly  F ather  brought  home  again  t 
niy  near  relations,  my  wife  and  eighc  children.  Th 
brethren  of  our  town,  and  Providence  having  take 
pains  to  meet  me  four  miles  in  the  woods  where  w 
rejoiced  together  in  the  Lord.  Thus  have  I  givei 
you  as  briefly  as  I  can,  a  true  relation  of  things 
wherefore  my  brethren  rejoice  with  me  in  the  Lord 
and  give  glory  to  him,  for  he  is  worthy,  to  whom  b, 
praiie  forevermore  ;  to  whom  I  commit  you,  and  pu 
up  my  carneft  prayers  for  you,  that  by  my  late  expe 
rience.who  have  trufled  in  God.and  have  not  been  de 
ceived,  you  may  trufl  in  him  perfeaiy,  Wherefort 
my  dearly  beloved  brethren,  trufl  in  the  Lord,  and 
you  fhall  not  be  afliamed  nor  confounded  ;  fo  I  alft 
reft,  Tmr’s  in  the  bond  of  chanty, 

Obadiah  Holmes.”* 

Thus  I  have  given  the  reader  his  own  teflimony, 
without  adding  or  diminifliing'  a  fingle  word,  that  all 
who  underftand  may  judge  ;  for  the  feriptures  afTute 
us,  that  the  ear  irteth  words,  as  the  mouth  tafleth 
meat.  You  have  heard  from  Mr.  Holmes,  that  two 
men  were  put  to  trouble  for  the  refpea  they  fhewed 
to  him  after  his  furerings.  Mr.Clarke  fays,  it  was  re¬ 
ported  that  warrants  were  fent  forth  to  the  number  of 
13,  but  that  fbme  through  fear  were  fain  to  hide 

“  themfelves 


darkens  narrative,  p.  I  2  J  » 
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thetnfelves,  and  being  firangers,  to  haften  away,  or 
..  To  change  Ihelr  habit.”  John  Spur,  one  of  their 
church  members,  and  who  was  taken,  gives  us  the 

^■"iTr^Shls  “nt mediately  bdore  the 
CourfgaTC  their  fentence  agalnft  Mr.  Clarke,  Obadiah 
Holmel  and  John  Crandal,  affirmed,  that  denying 
infant  baptifm  would  overthrow  all,  and  this  was  a 
capital  offence;  and  therefore  they  were  ffiul-mur- 

therers.  When  therefore  the  governor,  Mr.  John 
Endicot,  came  into  the  Court  to  pals  fentence  agaml 
them,  he  faid  thus,  you  deferve  to  die,  but  this  we 
agreed  upon,  that  Mr.  Clarke  fhall  pay  £.  20  fiiie, 
and  Obadiah  Holmes  £.  30  fine,  and  Jphn  CrandJ 
/.  c  and  to  remain  in  prifon  until  their  fines  be  either 

paid  or  fecurlty  given  for  them,  or 
of  them  to  be  well  whipped.  When  Obadiah 
was  brought  forth  to  receive  his  fentence,  he  defired 
of  the  magifirates,  that  he  might  hold  forth  the  ground 
of  his  praffice  ;  but  they  retufed  to  let  him  fpeak, 
and  commanded  the  whipper  to  do  his  office  ;  then 
the  whipper  began  to  pull  off  his  cloatbs,  upon  which 
Obadiah  Holmes  faid.  Lord  lay  not  this  fin  unto  ffieir 
charge  ;  and  fo  the  whipper  began  to  lay  on  with  hi? 
whip  ;  upon  which  Obadiah  Holmes  faid,  O  Lord,  I 
befeech  thee  to  manifeft  thy  power  in  the  w^eaknefs 
of  thy  creature.  He  neither  moving  nor  fllrring  at 
all  for  their  ftrokes,  brakes  out  in  thefe  expreffions, 
blcffcd  and  praifed  be  the  Lord,  and  thus  he  carried 
it  to  the  end,  and  went  away  rejoicingly  ;  I  John 
Spur  being  prefent,  it  did  take  fuch  an  impreflion  in 
my  fpirit  to  truff  in  God,  and  to  walk  according  to 
the  light  chat  God  had  communicated  to  me,  and  not 
to  fear  what  man  could  do  unto  me,  that  I  went  to 
the  man  (being  inwardly  afleffed  with  what  I  faw  and 
heard)  and  with  a  joyful  countenance  took  him  by  the 

hand 
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Jhe  prairecl  I 

■‘Oe  L,ord ;  and  fo  I  went  along  with  him  r«  -r  ^ 

»d  prer.„„y  *:■  ,„rji 

■he  Court  what  I  had  faid  ' 

-arrant  •gtamcd  out  that  day  to  arreft  both 
Jo  n  Haze!,  which  was  executed  on  the  mottos 

Co^ ?„d“e'™m“;d’°Vhe7o,:::,  IZt  " 

■ahi/g  of  hio.  by'i’h'e’h^^d,  Wdidlh"; 

tu  "Oh^d- »*>='  I  tJ.  whth  wa 
thi  :  Obadiah  Holmes,  faid  I,  I  do  look  upon  aTs 

g  |]ly  man  ;  and  do  affirm  that  be  carried  himfelf  a« 

his  affliaion  ;  and 

h.s  afffiaion  did  fo  affea  my  foul,  that  I  went  to  him 

being  from  the  port,  and  faid,  bleffied  be  the  Lord  - 

Biit  faidthe  governor,  what  do  you  apprehend  cm 

for  which  he  fuffiered^?  my  anfwer 

go.itnot,  1=  will  fcl  wirv°ou*'i.s°''"i;  “"d"  ‘'f'* 

God  Th  T'"'  ^  of 

know  magffirate  /aid,  you Ji^aH 

know  that  you  are  m  the  hands  of  men.  The  go- 

fSv  him,  and  /b  I  was  pL 

lently  carried  away  to  prifbn.  ^ 

"  THE  next  day  about  one  of  the  clock  I  was  fent 
for  again  mto  the  Court ;  the  governor  (being  then 
about  to  go  out  of  the  Court  when  I  came  in)  deliver^ 
e  his  /pecch  to  me  ;  faid  he,  you  mufl:  pay  zjo  /hill- 


^  To  the  keeper  or  his  deputy, 

‘o  your  CHi/ody,  and  i. 

l.^  SP“rfora  heinous  offence  by  h: 

i6ci  TflV  •  *'  of  the  yih  mom 

1651.  Take  alto  into  your  fafe  keeping  John  Hazel. 

By  the  Court.  Incrsase  Nqwil. 
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f 

5ngs  or  be  whipped.  I  faid  then  to  thofe  of  the  Court 
that  remained,  that  if  any  man  fiiffer  as  a  Chriftian, 
let  hina  glorifyGod  in  this  behalf.  Then  I  defired  to 
know  what  law  I  had  broken,  and  what  evil  I  had 
done  I  but  they  produced  no  law,  only  they  produced 
what  the  two  v/itnelTes  had  fworn  ao;am{l  me.^'  Mv 
fpeech  thereto  was  this  ;  My  praftice  and  carriage  is 
allowed  by  the  word  of  God,  for  it  is  written  in  Rom, 
12.  Be  like  affeBioned  one  towards  another^  rejoice 
with  them  that  rejoice  ;  and  it  is  contrary  to  my 
judgment  and  confcience  to  pay  a  penny.  Then  faid 
Mr.  Bendal,  I  will  pay  it  for  him,  and  there  prefenfcd 
himfelf.  I  anfwered  then  and  faid,  I  thanked  him 
for  his  love,  but  did  believe  it  was  no  acceptable  fer« 
vice  for  any  man  to  pay  a  penny  for  me  in  this  cafe  ; 
yet  noiwithihnding  the  Court  accepted  of  his  profer^ 
and  bid  me  be  gone,  then  came  John  Hazel  to  be 
examined.  Joun  Spur.”| 

Mr.  Hazel  was  one  of  Mr.  Holmes  brethren  ci 
Rehoboth,  who,  though  above  threefcore  years  old, 

li  and 


*  J—  Co!e  being  In  the  marketplace,  when  Obadiah  Holmes 
came  from  the  whipping-poil,  John  Spur  came  and  iriet  hini 
prcfently,  laughing  in  his  face,  faying/Blefled  be  God  for  theo 
brother,  and  id  did  go  with  him,  laughing  upon  him  up  towards 
the  prifon,  which  was  very  grievous  topDe  fee  him  harden  iho 
man  in  his  fin,  and  fliewing  much  contempt  of  authorny  by  that 
carriage,  as  if  he  had  been  tinjuflly  piiniihed,  and  had  juflered 
as  a  righteous  man  under  a  tyrannical  government.  Depoil'd 
bsforc  the  Court,  the  5ch  of  the  7th  month. 

Increase  Nowel. 

I,  Thomas  Buttolph,  did  fee  John  Spur  come  to  Obadiali 
Holmes,  fo  fcon  ss  he  cime  from  the  whip  ping- poll:,  laughinp 
in  his  face,  and  going  along  vvitli  him  towards  the  prifon  to  my 
great  grief  to  f  e  him  harden  him  in  his  hn,  .and  to  Ihew  fuch 
contempt  cf  authority.  Depofed  the  510  of  tlie  7th  nionth,  16c  i , 
e.ore  the  Court.  ,  Increase  Howel. 

t  Narrative  p.  26 — 28, 

I  find  that  John  Hazel  was  a'lmittcd  a  freeman  at  Jjo'fon,^ 
i^^^rch9,  1637,  and  John  Spur,  May  22,  1639,  Mafli  tecords. 
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and  infirm  in  body, had  travelled  near  fiftymiles, partly 
indeed  on  other  bufinefs,  but  chiefly  to  vifit  his  be¬ 
loved  brother  in  priion  ;  and  how  he  was  treated  there 
he  ha-^  given  us  an  account,  written  and  fubfcribed 
with  his  oun  hand  as  follows. 

A  re  at  ion  of  my  bein^  brought  before  the  ma» 
giflrates  the  6th  of  the  jth  month,  i  651. 

I  going  from  place  to  place,  to  buy  and  take  up 
commodities  for  my  nfe,  was  attached  or  arrefted  by 
the  rnarflial,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  the  Court, 
to  appear  in  the  Court,  and  there  to  anfwer  for  a  high 
rnifdcmcanor  committed  by  me,  and  coming  into  the 
Court  (which  was  then  privately  kept  in  the  chamber) 
they  aiked  me  d  vers  queflions,  among  which  this  was 
one.  Whether  I  did  think  that  Obadiah  Holmes  did 
well  or  not,  in  coming  among  them  to  baptize,  and 
adminifler  the  facrament  ?  laying  this  to  my  charge, 
that  I  was  '  ne  with  him,  and  of  the  fame  judgment, 
and,  Whether  I  did  think  he  did  well  or  no,  in  his  fb 
carrying  himfelt  ?  To  whirdi  1  anfwered,  1  had  here 
iloching  (o  do  with  that  which  another  man  did,  but  I 
w^as  here  to  anfwer  for  what  I  myfelf  had  committed 
againfl:  their  law.  Then  faid  they,  you  have  offended 
our  law,  and  have  contemned  authority,  for  you  took 
him  by  the  hand,  and  did  countenance  him  in  his  fin, 
fo  1  'on  as  he  w^s  gone  from  the  poft.  To  which  I 
faid,  If  I  have  broken  any  law  of  the  place,  by  what 
1  then  did.  I  am  willing  to  fubmit  unto  punifhmenr. 
Yea,  faid  the  governor,  you  took  him  by  the  hand, 
did  you  not  ?  and  f'pake  ro  him,  what  faid  you  ?  did 
you  not  fay  fo  and  fo  bleffed  be  God,  &c.  To 
which  I  faid,  I  flaall  refer  myfelf  unto  the  teflimonies 
that  may  or  can  be  brought  againft  me.  Well,  faid 
the  governor,  we  fliall  find  teflimony  enough  againfl 
you  ;  take  him  to  yon,  keeper,  and  we  will  call  you 
forth  in  publick,  for  what  w’e  do  with  you  we  will 


■  - 
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proceed  in  publick  with  y-ou.  and  fo  I  went  to  pnfon. 
This  was  the  fiim  and  fnhftance  of  the  firit  time  I 
was  called  before  them.  The  nest  day  being  the  lalf 
day  of  the  week,  and  the  la(l  day  of  their  Couit,  i 
was  in  expeftation  all  the  forenoon  to  be  called  forth, 
but  was  not  ;  fo  after  dinner,  when  (as  appearcth) 
the  Court  was  rifen,  and  fonte  of  the  niagiliiaics  de¬ 
parted,  I  was  lent  for  again  into  the  chamber,  where 
was  the  governor  with  three  others,  fciL  Mr.  Bel- 
linaham,  Mr.  Hibbens,  and  Mr.  Encreafe  Noa/cI. 
As  loon  as  1  was  come  into  the  room,  the  governor 
read  my  fentence,  which  was.  that  1  mult  pay  40/  or 
be  well  whipt,  and  fo  immediately  he  departed,  and 
when  he  was  gone  (for  1  could  not  have  time  be  ere^ 

I  anfwered,  that  I  deGred  the  privilege  of  an  Engiifh 
fubjeft,  which  was  to  be  tried  by  the  country,  to  wit, 
a  jury,  and  to  be  made  to  appear  yif  they  can^  to  be 
a  tranigreflor  by  a  law.  1  o  which  they  (aid,  1  had 
contemned  authority,  and  they  had  a  law  to  piinifii 
fuch,  and  faid  they,  you  did  (laew  your  contempt  of 
authority  in  that  you  did  take  inch  a  pertbn  by  the 
hand,  as  foon  as  he  was  from  the  poft.  To  which 
I  anfwered,  I  could  not  do  that  which  t  did  in  con¬ 
tempt  to  authority,  feeing  he  had  fatisfied  the  law  to 
the  full,  and  was  departed  from  the  place  of  fuffeiing^ 

and  in  the  next  place,  what  1  did,  1  did  unto  him  as 

ray  friend  ;  and  further  I  faid,  if  I  had  taken  him  by 
the  hand  fo  foon  as  he  was  loofed  from  the  poll,  mid 
had  led  him  out  of  the  town,  I  fhould  not  have  broken 
finy  law  either  of  God  or  man.  Eo  this  they  find, 
that  there  was  a  law  in  all  Courts  of  juffice,  both  in 
01d-Eng!and  a4id  other  countries,  to  punilh  contempt 
of  authority,  and  fo  bead  they  fuch  a  law  among 
themfelves.  To  which  I  faid,  that  m  f31d  l^ng  and, 
and  in  other  places,  they  had  fuch  a  law  I  denied 
not,  but  tha’t  law  aifo  was  both  euarted  and  pu'blilb^d, 

but 
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inu  wr.at  law  have  I  broken  in  taking  my  friend  bv 
t^e  hand,  when  he  was  free,  and  had  fatisfied  the  law^^ 
.  o  th:s  they  r-ephed,  that  he  had  not  fatisfied  the 
..-oper.  i  o  this  I  anfwered,  that  he  had  talked  with 
tneiveepci,  auJ  there  was  Jorne  agreement  between 
■nem,  and  fo  in  that  Rnfe  alfonoc  under  the  law.  but 
H-ec  1  nen  faid  they,  T  you  would  have  flrewed 
hnnoneis  unto  your  finend,  you  might  have  forborn 
m  that  p^aec,  and  done  it  more  privately  To  vvhir.h 
i  an!  ,c,ed,  I  knew  nor  but  that  place  was  as  free  as 
tmother,  he  having  fatisfied  the  law.  The  teftimonv 
i;iaf  was  given  by  Mr.  Cole  was  this,  “  I  faw  John 
Ilazel  t.ke  Obadiah  Holmes  by  the  hand,  but  what 
he  iaid  I  cannot  te!l.’“  This  is  the  fubfiance  of  all 
tne.  proceedings  until  the  laft  day  at  night,  and  then 
they  laid  I  fuouid  be  vvhipt,  but  faid  feme  of  their 
oiiJcers,  the  whipper  cannot  be  founvk  Then  they 
commanded  that  they  Ihould  be  ready  by  the  fecond 
day  morning,  and  then  I  did  cxpe£t  to  be  called  forth; 
b'Ui  neither  tnat  day,  nor  tne  third,  nor  fourth,  was  I 
caned,  but  am  as  I  underfiand  ref  ryed  unto  the  fifth 
day,  to  be  more_  publick  in  the  view  of  the  world 
rnd  when  the  fifth  day  came,  as  I  had  many  before, 
fp  a'H  then,  that  would  have  paid  the  fine,  if  I  would 
glre  my  cenfent,  which  I  denied  to  do,  and  fo  fet 
myleif  by  the  power  of  Chrid  to  fuffer  what  Ihould 
be  inflicted  upon  me  ;  but  when  noon  came  I  was 
told  X  flrould  nor  fiiner  wnipping,  yet  not  having  a 
,  til  (charge,  I  did  not  look  to  be  freed  until  the  keeper 
ioM  me,  I  ndght  go  about  my  bufinefs.  Then  I  de- 
raanded  a  difchsrge  (meaning  under  the  raagifirates 
hands)  fo  he  bad  me  go,  he  would  difeharge  me. 

"  The  drokes  I  was  enjoined  by  the  Court  to  have, 
were  ten  with  a  three-toided  whip  ;  the  very  fame 
liumbei  I  underfiand,  that  the  word  malefaflors  that 


\\  i  Vo 


there 


^  *<4 


iflied  had^  ci  which  fbuie  vrerc  puilry 

ol 
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of  common  whoredom,  other  of  forcing  a  little  child, 
and  one  Indian  for  coining  of  money.  Thus  far  have 
vou  a  relation  according  to  my  bed  remembrance  from 
\hc  firft  to  the  lafl  of  all  the  pallages  concerning  this 
matter :  by  me  John  Hazel,  written  with  mine  own 
hand  in  Bofton  prifon,  the  J3th  day  of  the  7th 

^  “  Jl  p»}tfcrip.  Since  I  wrote,  I  underftand  there 
fc  report  that  I  was  willing  to  pay  my  fine,  and  that 
the  magiftrates  would  not  accept  of  it  without  I  were 
wii liner.  Gentle  reader,  be  pleafed  to  underftand 
that  iWs  is  falfe,  for  it  was  without  my  confent  or  ap¬ 
probation  ;  and  further  underftand,  that  the  fine  was 
t-aken  by  them,  upon  the  prefer  of  Mr.  Bendal  for 
John  Spur,  it  was  wittingly  accepted  by  the  magiftrates, 
ind  approved  of,  although  John  Spur  did  to  their  faces 
contradict  it,  and  oppofe  it  ;  therefore,  good  reader, 

believe  not  fuch  reports. 

Byrne,  John  Hazel. ’» 

Thus  far  we  have  attended  to  thofc  fufferers  own 
teflimony,  the  lafl  of  whotii  wrote  the  poftcript  of  his 
relation  on  his  death-bed,  and  how  much  the  abufive 
treatment  he  met  with  was  the  caufe  of  his  death,  God 
only  knows.  Let  us  now  hear  what  others  had  to  fay 
about  them.  Mr.  Clarke  went  to  England  in  No¬ 
vember  1651,  and  the  next  year  printed  the  narrative 
from  whence  wc  have  taken  ihefe  accounts  ;  upon 
which  Sir  Richard  Sahonftall,  one  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  firft  roagiltrates,  then  in  our  mother  country, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Cotton  and  Wilfon,  of  Bofton,  in  this 
manner. 

"  Reverend  and  dear  friends,  whom  I  unfeign- 
cJly  love  and  refpeft. 


*  Narrative,  p.  29.-32.  Here  note,  that  Mr.  Neal  millakes 
:srireprrfenting  that  it  was  the  genera!  Court  that  fined  tliefe  men ; 
fer  it  only  the  Court  of  affiftanu. 

I  . 
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It  doth  not  a  little  grieve  my  fpirit  to  hear  what 
fad  ^things  are  reported  daily  of  your  tyranny  and 
periecutions  in  New-!ingland,  as  that  you  finef  whip 
and  imprifon  men  for  their  confciences.  Firft  you 
compel  fuch  to  come  into  your  aiTemblies  as  you 
know  will  not  jom  you  in  your  worfhip,  and  when 
they  fiiew  their  difiike  thereof  or  witnefs  againf  it 
vhen  you  ftir  up  your  magifrates  to  punilh  them  for 
lm:h  (as  you  conceive)  their  public  afd'ronts.  Truly 
friends  this  your  praftice  of  compelling  .ny  in  matters 
of  worlhip  to  do  that  whereof  they  are  not  fully  per- 
luaded,  is  to  make  them  fin.  for  fo  the  apoftle  (Rom. 

^3)  tells  us  and  many  are  made  hypocrites 
ther^y,  conforming  in  their  outward  man  for  fear  of 
pumfhmenr.  We  pray  for  you  and  will:  you  profperity 
every  way,  hoped  the  Lord  would  have  given  you  f» 
much  light  and  love  there,  that  you  might  have  been 
eyes  to  God’s  people  here,  and  not  to  praftice  thofe 
courfes  in  a  wildernefs,  which  you  went  fb  far  to  pre- 
vent.  Thefe  rigged  ways  have  laid  you  very  low  in 
she  hearts  or  the  faints.  I  do  aflure  you  1  haije  heard 
them  pray  in  the  publick  afiemblies  that  the  Lord 
would  give  you  meek  and  humble  fpirits,  not  to  drive 
fo  much  for  uniformity  as  to  keep  the  unity  of  the 
ipirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.”* 

Mr.  Cotton’s  anfwer. 

“  Honoured  and  dear  Sir, 

“  My  brother  Wilfon  and  felf  do  both  of  us  ac- 
knowledge  your  love,  as  otherwife  formerly,  fo  now 
in  the  late  lines  we  received  from  you,  that  you  grieve 

in  fpirit  to  hear  daily  complaints  againfl  us. _ Be 

pleafed  to  underlfand  we  look  at  foch  complaints  as 
altogether  injurious  in  refpea  of  ourfelves,  who  had 
no  hand  or  tongue  at  all  to  promote  either  the  coming 

of 


*  MalT,  hiftory  vol.  III,  p.  401,  402. 
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_p  the  perfons  you  aim  at  into  our  ademblies,  or  tbeil* 

1,  IhmeM  lor  .h=ir  crriage  there.  Rightcoosjttrig- 
J  ^11.  will  cot  lake  op  reports,,  much  lefs  reproaches 
Sll  the  irtuocen,'.  The  cry  of  the  ftnners  of 
SoJom  was  great  ana  Iona,  and  re.chea  up  to  heaven  . 
vet  the  righteous  God  (giving  os  an  example  what  o 
in  the  like  cafe)  he  would  fitif  go  down  to  ee  whe* 
ther  their  crime  were  altogether  according 
befm  e  he  proceed  to  judgment.  And  when  he  did 
find  the  trlithof  the  cry,  he  did  not  wrap  «P 
promircuoufly  in  the  judgment,  ‘ ® 

he  found  innocent.*  We  are  amongft  thofe  whom 
fif  you  knew  us  better)  you  would  account,  peacea- 
ble  in  Ifrael.  Yet  neither  are  we  fo  Taft  m  our  in- 
dulcence  or  toleration,  as  to  think  the  men  yon  (peak 
of.^fuffered  an  unjuft  cenfure.  For  prie  of  them 
rObadiah  Holmes)  being  an  excommunicate  perloi> 
himfelf,  out  of  a  church  in  Plymouth  patent,  came 
into  this  iurifdiaion.  and  took  upon  him  to  baptize, 
which  I  think  himfelf  will  not  fay  he  was  compelled 
here  to  perform.f  And  he  «  as  not  ignorant  that  the 
rebaptizing  of  an  elder  perfon,  and  that  by  a  private 

perfon  out  of  office  and  under  excoirimunicanon,are  al^ 
^  ot 

*  Alas  !  how  often  da  mm  aa  contrary  to  the  good  raies 
they  prelcribe  for  others  !  Hew  often  was  Mr,  Gotten  guilty  of 
cenrJ^ing  others,  without  a  fair  and  full  hearing  he  does  it 
to  Mr.  Holmes  before  he  has  got  to  the  e»d  of  this  letter.  An., 
where  there  are  fome  things  wrong,  yet  how  little  care  has  beem 
nfed  by  his  party  to  diainguifh  the  innocent  from  the  gmity, 
amone  the  baptills  ?  So  far  from  fuck  a  care,  that  from  his  oay 
to  ours,  it  has  been  a  common  trade  of  that  party  to  - 

Germany,  in  order  to  reproach  the  Engliih  baptifls  wuh  errors 

and  bad  adions,  which  we  never  had  a?y  moie  concern  with, 

than  our  accufers  have  with  the  whoredom  01  pope  Joan  .  ^ 

f  What  an  evahon  is  this?  Richard  fpake  of  compelling 
perfons  into  their  worfhip,  and  Cotton  here  turns  it  as  if  he 
ment  a  compelling  perfons  out  of  one  government  into  anotiier 

to  worfhip  ia  their  own  way. 


'•  - 
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Pf;  s;'5:  tt^4i/"LT  t?»  - 

to  be  whipt  ;  !„  which  cafe  f'his  hffcH  f  a?!  " 

was  any  worfhin  nf  r^r,  I  ’  ti  “  of  Gripes 

SottlTSiris  a  £5 

hewaTSfcrt  '’'rv''-'”"''/'’'  '’™'  "''’"'“1’°“ 

1  ‘  ^^pnfonment  of  either  nf 

them  was  no  detrimeni-  t  i  1  ^  ^nner  ot 

ofthco  be.J',rZe  and  lTfo/  Hol'*  "‘"I'Z 

no;  bec„rowell  clad  of  c„a„J 

fcrthcr  yL'’  hS  ;»  r”“r  "*  P“'“  “ 

wotIMp  is  ,0  a.ake"'',h:,T„‘’“'  ul  .‘‘'I'"  ^‘' 

lawful  in  itfelf  rhf»  m  *a  *  worfhip  be 

“rswii'/.rr"?'’  ?  “ 

33  r  P^rons.  Hypocrites  dve 

God  par.  o(  h,s  doe,  the  outward  mat.;  but  the  f,  °. 

phane 

shilg  L^comp“Sfo?oTlt^  °/  “ 

ShepLingTfa  finrif  <he  1“  ?»»»"&  with  his  religion,  yet 
and  forara^tt  to  acfcnn^^\°'’'"^^^^^  ^  tranfgreffion  ; 

confcience  tells  him  h  i  that  he  hastranfgrelTeJ  when  his 

i^tort  tuh^*!  rreU^on  ? 

^ightbethecWationofthofe/uirerers.  ^ 

®ontrafy  to  P«ge?i7"rmir' f 
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phane  perfon  giveth  God  neither  outward  nor  in- 
Lrd  man.  You  know  not,  if  you  think  we  came 
into  this  wildernefs  to  praftice  thofe  courfes  here 
which  we  fled  from  in  England.  We  ^  believe  there 
is  a  vaft  difference ,  between  men’s  inventions  and 
God’s  inftitutions ;  we  fled  from  men’s  inventions,  to 
which  weelfe  fhould  have  been  compelled  j 
pci  none  to  men’s  inventions.  If  our  ways  (rigid 
ways  as  you  call  them)  have  laid  us  low  in  the 
of  God’s  people,  yea,  and  of  the  faints  (as  you  uile 
them)  we  do  not  believe  it  is  any  pare  of  their  fainc- 
fhip.  Neverthelefs,  I  tell  you  the  truth,  we  have 
tolerated  in  our  church  fome  anabapdfls,  fome  anti- 
Homians  and  fome  feekers,  and  do  lo  {fill  at  this  day. 
We  are  far  from  arrogating  infallibility  of  judgment 
to  ourfelves  or  affefting  uniformity  ;  uniformity  Goa 
never  required,  infallibility  he  never  granted  us.  ^ 

Here  I  would  remark^ 

t.  That  they  were  not  infalliable,  can  eafily  be 
believed,  by  all  who  fee  what  great  abfurdittes  and 
felf-contradiftions  they  were  drivep  to,  in  trying  to 
fupport  that  way.  Mr,  Cotton  here  aflerts,  that  they 
were  far  from  arrogating  infallibility  to  themfelves, 
and  yet  in  the  fame  letter  had  faid,  our  churches  are 
effablifhed,  “  WE  KNOW  by  God’s  law,”  and  that 
m  the  points  Mr.  Holmes  conteffed ;  and  the  ufe  of 
force  in  religious  matters  naturally  carries  men  into 
this  abfurdity  ;  for  it  would  found  very  odd  in  any 
men,  to  compel  others  to  their  way  by  tlie  magiffrates 
fword,  and  yet  own  at  the  lame  time  that  they  did 
Mot  know  but  they  were  compelling  them  into  errors. 
When  I  firft  came  into  the  parlfli  where  I  now  dwell, 
as  they  were  without  a  miniffer,  their  committee  re- 
quefted  me  to  preach  to  them  for  f  me  time,  which 
I  did.  But  in  the  year  following,  they  got  a  major 

K  k  vote 

^  Msir.  hifl,  vol.  III.  p,  4©3 — 406. 
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vote  to  hireodier  fort  ot  preaching,  a-d  taxed  me 
vvith  our  focicty  thereto  This  caufed  our  fo- 
ciety  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  that  party,  dated  No¬ 
vember  2  1,1 748.  wherein  they  fay,“  Fray  condder 
would  you  like  it  if  we  were  a  few  more  in  number 
than  you,  to  be  forced  to  help  us  build  a  meeting- 
houfe,  and  maintain  our  minifler  !  We  doubt  it  much  ” 
_lo  this  the  other  party,  by  the  help  of  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  miniffcr,  returned  a  Jong  anfwer,  the  turning 
point  of  which  was  in  thefe  words,  viz.  »  What  we 
demand  of  you  is  equal  and  right ;  what  you  demand 
of  us  IS  evil  and  finful  ;  and  hence  wc  have  the  golden 
ru  upon  our  fide,  while  you  are  receeding  and  de¬ 
parting  from  it ;  for  if  we  were  in  an  error  and  out  of 
tne  right  way,  as  we  fee  and  knoxu  that  you  are  in  fe- 
vera.  refpefis,  and  you  fee  and  kne-w  it  of  us,  z$we  do 
o.  you,  w'e  think  the  golden  rule  would  oblige  you 
to  tell  ®tir  error,  and  not  let  us  alone  to  go  on 
peacioly  m  it;  that  is  without  ufing  proper  means  to 
recover  and  reclaim  us ;  whether  by  the  laws  of  God, 

or  the  good  and  wholeforae  laws  of  the  land,  as  we 
now  treat  you.’^ 

Now  only  allow  it  to  be  right  to  join  the  laws  of 
the  land  \v\i\i  the  lazvs  of  God,  in  fupporting  what 
the  majority  calls  the  right  way  of  worfhip,  and  then 
how  can  any  one  fairly  withftand  this  reafoning  ?  for 
wc  are  required  not  to  fuffer  fin  upon  our  neighbour ; 
snd  if  feculiar  force  be  a  means  that  chrillians  ought 
to  ufe,  to  bring,  their  neighbours  from  error  to  attend 
and  fupport  the  truth,  how  can  Mr.  Cotton’s  party  be 
condemned  for  feifing  and  punifhing  Mr.  Clarke  and 
his  brethren  for  worfliiping  in  a  private  houfe,  when 
they  had  an  orthodox  meeting  in  the  town,  eftabliflied 
by  publiC^  ainhoriry  ?  And  how  can  the  major  party 
in  any  pari/li  be  blamed  for  imprifoning  men  for  their 
miniiters  rates  (as  my  neighbours  did  me)  though  they 

never 
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,  1  •  *  rprr’ived  the  leafl:  benefit  from 

never  hear  sm,  o  parallel  cafes, 

him  r  Ir  any  Clarke  and  Holmes 

I  ,1k  Wl...  »  '!»=  Jikea  wcftlp,  if  they 

might  h«=  gj' “  ^  h„e  had  his  fine  paid 

fee-/  ;>=  !"  J-g!  L  ha"  »,«  tnat>,y” 

whip  ■» Cotton's  own  words,  men  might 
According  ,„d  what  not, 

If  They'  wTtlld  but  come  .0  hear  the  right  minillers, 

and  jl  with  the  right  churches  i^.nd_  ts^no,^  tU 

ES  beTuirthey'tffofe  to  commune  with  pedo- 
t:  ImThTrches  ;  They  (uolefied  .» 

:rE:t:T;ere'!i:c";n,?;soflmo» 

rlrfons,  They  report  in  ail  places  “"C'  ; 

fhat  New-Enaland  government  doth  peT!eY<“  n 
Toole  and  churches  ffChrilt  i  which  .0  fpcak  trmn 
hev  h  ve  hitherto  been  fo  fa.  from,  .ha.  rhey  hate 
Eavomed  .0  expel  all  Inch  beads  of  prey  (who 

1  1  '  rhot  hfre  mifrht  be  none  ieit  to 

w  11  not  be  reclaimed)  that  here  m  -..u,.. 

her,  or  dettroy  in  »»  G°<i  "  holy  monn'- 

do  the^f  exerdfe  civil  power  to  bring  all  men  unde. 

their  obedience,  to  a  uniformity  m 

ligion,  but  to  keep  them  in  the  unity  of  "j 

the  bond  of  peace;  nor  yet  have  they  ^vcf 

their  civil  powers  with  the  authority  pecuhar,y  g.veii 

byChtiftto  his  churches  and  ofneers 

from  trme  to  time  have  laboured 

privileges,  and  only  communion  one  vyith  anoth  ^  • 

^  It  is  readily  granted  that  the  fenuments  of  h!.. 

■Williams  and  Mr.  Clark,  about  religious  liberty,  have 

had  a  great  fpread  fmee  that  day,  fo  thay  men  or 

contrary  mind  cannot  carry  their  opprcUrverchfimes  to 

1  ^  L 


*  JehriC'a’s  'nifory,  p.  107. 
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■P=‘n  tl,cyga,e  -he  char^h.h'/rt.l^::;- J*'' = 
ing  and  iettling  mmifters;  mzv  the  worfd  is  empower' 

mia'alT°»!°  Jen  may  1'“  “,,''“^^'1"  ‘'’f'''  S"”^- 

-Ut  if  I  at  ,s  rci  ufed,  men  are  as  liable  toimprifonmcnt 

the  col??"  whether 

J\  "  ‘hat  which  is  no 

-n„nt  .0  laim  be  not  an  aftion  more  void  of  the  verv 

appearance  ofjuRice,  than  the  compeliing  of  men  to 
hear  wont  the  compeliers  efieemed  good  preaching 

was  is  .reely  refered  to  every  header’s  confcLcc  -  af 

Jie  il’’  ''‘,!’^‘he^  ‘he  real  error  in  both  cafes  does  not 
he  m  blending  divine  and  human  laws  together  rather 

Sr„  ir  “PP'r'"*  »f  -t™,  -  J 

Cl-frh  J""  abundant  reafon  to  think  that  Mr, 

Clarke  s  narrative  of  their  fentiments  and  fufferings,  is 

p  true  and  ju,t  one  ;  for  he  publifhed  it  in  KJeafand 
K  greatly  concerned  the  Ma/Tachufetts  colony  ,o  con- 
fure  the  fame  if  they  could,  and  they  did,  not  vvanf 
for  men  or  ability  and  inclination  to  vindicate  them- 
felves  m  mat  rclpeft,  if  they  had  found  matter  to 
work  upon  But  Gaptain  Johnfon  who  publifhed  his 
hiffory  of  thatcoionyin  1654,  is  filent  about  this  re- 
marka Die  affair.  Mr.  John  Leverett  their  agent  at  the 
i5nt,fh_ Court,  wrote  to  governor  Endicot  about  it  * 
but  ho  m  a  letter  of  June  29,  i  ^57,  fays,  “  I  cannot 
S  'he  Fcfent  anfwer  your  expedlation  touching 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  Clarke  and  EJolmcsJ’*  M^ 

Morton 

MaiT,  hifl.  voh  III,  p,  309,  '  ' 


IN  N  E  W-E  N  G  L  A  N  D*  25'j 

Morron  printed  his  New-England  memorial  in  1^69, 
in  which  he  endeavours  to  vindicate  the  country  againft 
many  other  complaints,  but  leaves  this  narrative  un¬ 
touched.  Mr.  Hubbard  wrote  a  large  hiftory  of  the 
country  in  1680,  yet  touches  not  this  affair  unlefs  in 
an  obfcure  hint  which  confutes  nothing.  Dr.  Cotton 
Mather  publifhcd  his  folio  hiftory  of  New-Fngland 
in  1702,  but  paffes  over  thefe  fufferings  in  filence  ; 
yea,  and  fo  does  governor  Hutchinfon,  though  his, 
hiftory  is  the  molt  impartial  upon  religious  difputes  of 
any  that  has  been  written  in  this  country,  yet  he  fays. 

The  firft  profecucion  I  find  upon  record  of  any  of 
the  people  called  anabaptifts  was  in  the  year  1665.*’* 
Indeed  in  his  third  volume,  which  is  a  colleftion  of 
4ncient  papers,  are  a  few  references  to  thefe  fufferers, 
which  1  have  now  made  ufe  of,  but  inftead  of  con¬ 
futing,  they  confirm  Mr.  Clarke’s  narrative.  Mr, 
Neal  who  wrote  in  London  1720,  has  from  that  nar¬ 
rative  given  a  brief  account  of  their  fufferings,  and 
has  done  them  the  moil  honour  of  any  pedobaptift 
author  I  ever  Taw  ;  though  he  has  made  fcveral  mif- 
takes  about  them.f 

3-  By 

*  Main  hill.  vol.  I.  p.  226. 

t  As  in  vol.  I.  p.  298  he  fays,  “  Mr.  Newman  admonifhed 
Holmes  of  his  offence  ;  but  finding  him  obftinate,  and  not  will- 
ing  to  give  an  account  of  his  conduct  to  the  church,  he  excom¬ 
municated  him  for  which  he  gives  no  other  proof  than  Mr. 
Clarke’s  narrative,  and  that  informs  us,  p.  24,  that  the  firff  oc- 
Cafion  of  Mr.  Holmes’s  feparation  was,  “  That  feven  of  the 
brethren  Ihould  pafs  an  a6t  of  admonition  upon  a  brother,  with- 
Qut  thecoiifent  of  the  rell,  we  (fays  Mr.  Holmes)  being  23  in 
number,  who  might  all  in  one  hour’s  fpace,  if  in  health,  have 
tomt  together  ;  fo  when  I  heard  of  it  I  went  to  Mr.  Newman, 
aind  told  him  of  the  evil  which  he  and  the  other  fix  had  done  ; 
he  told  me  they  were  the  church  reprefen tative,  and  if  four  of 
them  had  done  it,  it  had  been  a  church  a6t.  V/ken  this  comes 
to  the  congregation,  with  much  ado,  he  got  five  more  to  himfelf, 
atd  then  they  were  twelve  and  we  eleven,  then  they  owned 

themfclve« 


% 
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3.  By  all  that  appears,  thofe  baptift  fathers  were 
found  in  the  faith  and  much  acquainted  with  experi¬ 
mental  and  praftical  religion.  All  that  was  proral 
againfl:  them  may  be  fummed  up  in  their  noble  tcftr- 
mony,ihat  there  is,  None  to  or  with  Chrift  the  Lord, 
by  way  ot  commanding  and  ordering  with  refpeft  to 
the  worfliip  of  God  :  that  baptifm  or  dipping  in  water 
is  one  of  his  commandments,  and  that  a  vifible  believer 
or  difciple  of  Chrid  is  the  only  perfon  that  is  to  be 
baptized  ;  that  every  fach  believer,  may  in  point  of 
liberty,  yea,  ought  in  point  of  duty  to  improve  that 
talent  his  Lord  hath  given  him  v/ith  meeknefs  of  wif- 
dom  ;  and  that  no  fuch  believer  hath  any  liberty, 
much  lefs  authority  from  his  Lord,  to  fmite  his  fel- 
low-fervant,  nor  yet  with  outward  force  to  reftrain  his 
confcience,  nor  outward  man  for  confcience  fake, 
where  injury  is  not  offered  d  the  perfon,  name  or 
eftate  of  others.’^  This  is  the  fum  of  all  the  prin¬ 
ciples  for  which  they  fuffered  fuch  cruel  things,  tho’ 
their  oppofites  have  conftantly  accufed  them  of  others. 
The  affembly  of  the  Maflachufeits  begin  their  law 
againfl  the  baptifts  in  [644,  with  faying,  ‘‘  That  ffnee 
the  firft  arifing  cf  the  anabaptifls  about  100  years 
iince,  they  have  been  the  incendiaries  of  the  common- 
■  ^  •  wealths, 

themfelves  to  be  chf^  church,  and  began  to  deal  with  me  fo>- 
ing,  they  had  abufed  the  church,  and  had  took  from  i 

power;  whereupon  I  told  them  I  fhould  renoun  .h  i,  h 
either  they  faw  their  hn,  or  I  further  light.”  A  ter  .h  i  ^  . 

number  more  drew’ off  and  fet  up  a  meeting  by  themfelves.  ii.ii 
there  was  public  notice  of  the  day  when  they  were  to  be  baptized, 
and  many  witneffesof  the  tranfa£iion,yet  fays  he,  “not  one  man 
or  woman  of  Mr.  Newman’s  company  ever  come  to  deal  with  me 
for  evil  either  in  judgment  or  pradice  till  a  longtime  after.” 
Now  is  it  ju.ft  to  charge  Mr.  Holmes  with  obftinacy,  only  for 
his  refufing  to  fubmit  to  the  other  party  after  this  ?  Again  Mr, 
Neal,  p.  302,  charges  Mr.  Clarke,  with  Handing  upoa  a 
pun^ilio  againd  ^ve^y  ccnceJJtQns  of  the  Maffachufetts  rulers, 
only  becaufe  he  refufed  to  difpute  WUhoc;i  an  €:(einpUon  frQm 
the  lafh  oi' their  law. 
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wealths,  and  the  infeaors  of  perfons  in  main  matters 
of  relii^ion,  and  the  troublers  of  churches  in  all  places 
where  they  have  been  and  great  pains  have  been 
taken  by  teachers  and  v^iters  from  that  day  to  ^1^^^^ 
to  connea  thefe  odious  ideas  with  the  very  name  of 
anabaptills.  But  let  the  reader  judge  whether  it  be 
pofTible  for  minifters  ot  any  denomination,  to  vifit  and 
wmrfhip  with  any  of  their  brethren,  more  pcacibly 
than  thefe  minifters  did  to  their  brother  at  Lynn  ; 
and  whetV.er  he  can  find  one  of  their  martyrs  who 
fhewed  lefs  of  a  difpofition  for  denying  the  lawful 
authority  of  magiftrates,  or  more  of  a  enriitian  temper 
in  fuffering,  under  their  unlawful  ufurpations,  than 
thefe  baptifts  did.  And  whether  they  were  hetrodoK 
or  not  in  main  matters  of  religion,  may  be  partly 
gathered  from  the  foregoing  account,  and  flill  fuither 

by  the  confeflion  of  their  faith  inferted  below.* 

i  Shall 

*  Mr.  Clarke  left  a  confeSorx  of  his  faith  in  writing,  from 
whence  an  extraft  was  inferted  in  the  records  of  his  church,  the 
main  of  which  here  follows. 

**  The  decree  of  God  is  that  whereby  God  hath  from  eternity 
fet  down  with  himfelf  whatfoever  fhall  come  to  pafs  in  time, 
Eph.  J.  II.  All  things  with  their  caufes,  effefts,  eircumftances 
and  manner  of  being,  are  decreed  by  God,  A£is,  ii.  23.  Him 
Being  delivered  by  the  determinate  eounfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God^ 
See.  A£ls,  iv.  28.  This  dccrae  is  moft  wife,  Rom.  xi.  33.^  Moft 
juft,  Rom.  IX.  13.  14.  Eternal,  Eph,  i.  4.  5.  2.  Thel.  ii.  13, 
Neceftary,  Pfa.  xxxiii.  ii.  Prov.  xix.  21.  Unchangable, 
Heb.  vi.  17.  Moft  free,  Rom.  ix.  18.  And  the  caufe  of  all 
good,  Jam.  i.  17.  But  not  of  any  fin,  1  John,  i.  5.  The 
fpecial  decree  of  God  concerning  angels  and  men  is  called 
predeJlinatioHy  Rom.  viii.  30.  Of  the  former,  viz.  angels,  little 
is  fpoken  in  the  holy  feripture  ;  of  the  latter  mere  is  revealed, 
'  not  unprofitable  to  be  known.  It  may  be  defined  the  wife,  free, 
juft,  eternal  and  unchangable  fenteneeor  decree  of  God,  deter¬ 
mining  to  create  and  govern  man  for  his  fpecial  glory,  viz. 
praife  of  his  glorious  mercy  and  juftice,  Rom.  ix.  17,  18,  and 
xi.  36.  Election  is  the  decree  of  God,  of  his  free  love,  grace 
and  mercy,  choofingfome  men  to  faith,  holinefs  and  eternal  life, 
for  the  praife  of  his  glorious  mercy,  i  Thef.  i.  4.  2  Thef,  ii.  1 3 , 

Rom. 


V 
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Mr.  Roger  Williams  to  governor  Endicot,  concerning 

thefe 


Rom.  vui.  29.  30.  Thecaufe  which  moved  the  Lord  to  cleft 
them  who  are  cholen.  was  nt«ne  other  but  his  meer  good  wiil  and 

nches  of  his  grace  and  mercy,  Rom  ix  21  Fnh  i  A  t-u 

fending  of  Chrift  fauh  holin'efs.  and  etem^llil!  ar  •th;efflft: 

of  hrs  tove,  by  which  he  manifefteth  the  inf, nit;  riches  of  his 

*’  n*  '|  ^otn  execute  this  decree  in  cime 
he  did  decree  u  in  his  eternal  counfd,  i  Thef  v  o  2  Thef  n' 

effea  or  ’ft- ‘^“"demnation  ii  an 
effeftofjulhce  infltfted  upon  man  for  fin  and  difobedience — 

A  man  in  this  life  may  be  fure  of  ^his  eleftion,  2  Pet.  i.  io‘  i 

J»1  t’  ,•  ^lappmefs— but  not  of  his  eter¬ 

nal  reprobation  ;  for  he  that  is  now  profane  aav  be  called 
hereafter.”  Thus  far  Mr.  Clarke.  ^ 

had  two  or  three  requefts  from 
my  friends  and  brethren,  m  Ipeciai  my  brother  Robert,  to  give 

feme  mformat.on  of  my  prefent  ftate  and  flanding  with  reference 
to  the  Lord,  and  my  own  foul,  fhal!  as  briefly  as  I  can,  give  ac- 
«unt  thereof.— But  before  I  come  to  fpeak  to  the  point  in  hand, 

I  cannot  forget  the  rock  out  of  which  I  was  hewn,  and  the  fiftern 

out  of  which  I  was  digged  ;  who  was  by  nature  a  child  of  wrath 
as  well  as  others,  and  by  aftual  tranfgreffion  added  fin  to  fin,  as 
my  confcience  and  others  did  know.  But  God  had  merey  for 
me  in  ftore  when  I  neither  deferved  it  nor  defired  it,  for  he  knows 
who  are  his  ;  and  the  eleft  fhali  obtain  it,  forever  blelTed  be  his 
holy  name,  to  whom  be  glory  forever,  amen.  Now  in  this  faith 
or  belief  I  ftand  not  doubting  but  it  is  the  faith  of  God’s  eleft. 

1 .  I  believe  there  is  one  EVfence  or  Being,  even  one  God.  who 
made  heaven  and  earth,  the  waters,  and  all  things  therein  con¬ 
tained,  who  governs  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  and  hath 
appmated  life  and  death  to  men  and  bounded  their  habitations, 
whofe  providence  extendeth  to  the  leaft  creature  and  aftions 

2.  I  believe  this  God  is  father  to  our  Lord  Tefus  Chrift.  In 
a  fpeotal  uuderftanding  may  be  diflinguifhed  as  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Spirit,  and  yet  but  one  in  Eflence. 

3.1  believe  that  as  God  made  the  world,  fo  by  his  word  made 
he  man  in  his  own  image  without  fm,  and  gave  him  a  moft  excel¬ 
lent  place  and  being,  giving  him  commandment  what  he  fhould 
do,  and  what  he  Ihould  forbear ;  but  through  the  mallice  of  Satan 
working  with  his  wife  was  deceived  ;  for  fhe  did  cat,  and  gave 
her  hufcand  and  he  did  eat,  which  was  the  firft  caufa  of  the  curfe 


to 
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ibcfe  affairs.  The  (rovcrnor  having  occafion  (as  they 
oiten  had)  {o  .nte  to  Mr.  Williams  a.out  the-' ^ac® 

L  I 

to  him,  and  reached  to  all  his  pofterity,  by  which  cainc 

dtath  natural,  and  death  ete'  nal.  rmniteft-d 

4  I  believe  in  this  incernn  of  nme  tl«  L^rd 
hh  ereat  love  in  that  wo-  d,  tht  feed  of  the  woman  ihall 
break  tjae  head  of  the  feipeat,  but  enmity  ayas  betweea 

‘^VTbdicve  that  at  and  af-er  time  the  Lord  was  wor-' 

ihiped  by  I'acrifices.  though  darkly  held  j.  . 

6  I  believe  after  that  God  in  his  own  t  ni5  chole  a. 

people  to  himfelf,  and  gave  them  h.s  ™ 

I  fpecial  manner,  though  he  had  always  his  cholen  ones 

hi  every  gen-^ratioii.  t  . 

7  I  believe  with  this  people  he  made  a  choice  co  e- 

nani  to  be,  their  God.  and  they  to  be  his  people  ;  which 
covenant  they  brake  though  he  was  a  rather  to  them,  and 
was  grieved  for  them,  and  yet  did  not  ony  give  them  hi. 
laws^ut.fent  his  prophets  early  an  l  late, but  they  wou 
not  h'-ar  ;  and  in  fulnefs  ot  nme  lent  his  only  Son  .  but 
as  they  had  abufed  his  prophets,  fo  they  killed  his  only 

SoQ 

8.’  I  believe  God  in  his  Son  made  a  new  covenant,  a 
furc  and  everiafting  covenant,  riot  like  that  he  made  \yitU 
ifrael,  of  which  Mofes  that  faithful  lervant  was  mediator, 
but  a  covenant  of  grace  and  peace  through  his  only  Son, 
that  whofoever  believed  in  him  fhould  riot  peiilh,  but 

have  everiafting  life.  .  , .  ,  „c 

o.  I  believe  that  all  thofe  that  are  m  this  covenant  ot 

prace,  fhall  never  fall  away  nor  perilli,  bm  ^all  have 

life  la  the  prince  of  life,  the  Lora  jefus  Chrift  10.  i 

believe  no  man  can  come  to  the  Son  but  they  that  are 

drawn  By  the  Father  to  the  Son  and  they  that  come,  hw 

Jn  no  wife  will  caft  away.  1 1.  I  believe  he  canae  to  ca 

iinners  to  repentance,  for  the  whole  need  hirn  not,  u- 

they  that  are  fick.  12.  I  believe  that  by  the  ihedding  ot 

his  precious  blood  is  my  redemption,  and  riot  mine  only 

feat  41  chat  ace  or  fliall  be  laved.  13.  X  believe  that  a| 
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of  rheEnglifli  and  Indians,”  and  having  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  his  letter  faicl  “  Were  I  as  fiee  "in  my  fpirk 


as 


he  was  God  fo  was  he  man,  for  he  did  not  take  the 
ture  ofangds  but  the  natureof  Abraham.  14.  I  belL  ve 
God  hath  laid  the  iuic|uity  of  all  his  elect  and  called  oacs 
upon  him.  15.  I  believe  the  Father  is  fully  fatlshed  and 
the  debt  Is  truly  paid  to  the  utinoft  farthing,  and^  ihs 
poor  imner  is  quit,  and  let  free  from  all  iin  pah  pre- 
ient  and  to  come*  1,6.  I  behpve  the  holy  feriptures 
whicii  ccitify  of  whrih  in  dark  fhadowsand  types,  and  all 
that  was  written  of  Chriil  in  the  prophets  and  pfalins  ; 
and  that  he  was  born  of  a  virgin  at  Bethlehem,  and  come 
to  hia  own  and  they  received'hirn  nor.  17.  ]  believe  he 
%vas  put  to  death  and  hanged  upon  a  tree,  called  the  crofs, 
and  was  buried,  and  the  third  day  rofe  again  according 
to  the  feriptures,  and  appeared  to  many.  18.  1  believe 
he  afeended  to  his  Father  and  futeth  at  his  right  hand, 
having  mad^  requeft  for  his.  19.  I  believe  that  the  Fa¬ 
thers  commandment  and  his  declaration  of  him  is  to  be 
obferved,  when  the  Feather  uttered  that  voice  faying,  tHs 
U  rny  beloved  Son  in  ^ivhom  I  am  vjdl pleaftd,  hear  ye  him. — ^ 
^.o.  I  believe  there  is  no  falvation  but  by  him  alone  no 
other  name  under  heaven  by  which  man  can  be  faved. 
2  I.  I  believe  he  is  lent  unto  the  world,  and  to  be  piibiilh- 
ed  to  all  men  ;  but  fome,  ye  many  rejeft  the  counfel  of 
God  againil  themfclves.  22.  I  believe  none  have  power 
to  choofc  falvation,  .  r  to  believe  in  Ghrill  for  life  ;  ’its 
only  the  gift  of  God.  23.  I  believe  although  God  can 
bring  men  to  Chrift,  and  caufe  them  to  believe  in  him  for 
life,  yet  he  hath  appointed  an  ordinary  way  to  that 

great  work  of  faith, -which  k  by  means  of  fending  a  mi- 
jniftry  Into  the  world,  to  pubhUi  repentance  to  the  firner, 
and  filvation,  and  that  by  Jefus  Chiift  ;  and  they  that 
arc  faithful  foall  fave  their  own  fouls  and  fome  that  hear 


them  24.  I  believe  that  they  that  are  feot  of  God  are 

4  •  •  •  <  ..A 


not  to  deliver  a  million  of  their  own  brain,  but  as  it  is  in 
the  fci  ipture  of  truth,  for  holy  men  wrote  as  they  \;cre 
inlpired  by  the  holy  Spirit.  25.  I  believe  the  precious 
gifu  of  the  Spine’s  tcaeUiiJg  were  orocured  by  CUrills  ai- 
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r  u,  T  Vnvp  been  to  write  unto  you,  you 
33  formerly  1  have 

fiiould  have  received  another  mann 
ftmion  and  given  ,o  men  for 

tinrh.  and  for  ‘I"  ^nTdialt  plucb  rhein  out 

ltd  ‘ u>s“ .» »?» » .o  n,.6  m- 

”„  ,he  miniltr,  ..i.hou.  a  fpeeiaU.U 

coipcl  minifters  had  of  old,  whic  declare  the 

holy  Spirit,  with  fome  talent  or  grace  of 

cotmfel  of  God  to  P^o;'  ^t^tofe^tha;  a?e  yet  in 

otTr  of  itan^-  yea,  to’  brinu  glad  tidings  by  and  from 
thepowci  o  y  j  j^gdeve  this  miniftry  is  to 

the  Lord  Jefus  ^hr*  h  -7-  ^  ^  ^ 

2“  £;.h  recettreeTs?  t  .he  Lord,  fo  he  ia 

freely  .0  g.ve,  '“f 

ChHll  ”ave it  forth  Without  adding  or  dimioiftu.i^g 

to  orelch  Chrift,  that  is  to  make  difciples,  anu  then, 

hdntlL  them,  but  not  to  baptize  them  before  they  be- 

r  i?  ari  din  to  teach  them  what  Chrift  comnv.mded 

them  ’  I'oi  as  the  Father  had  his  order  in  the  former  dif. 
them.^  r  1  .Lg  CQn.  In  former  times  the  Loi4. 

Cd“”  d  °e  «  “  and  manner.,  but  ..ow  h.rh  he 
fiken  i  his  Son  29-  I  bdieve  -hat  as  God  prepared  X 
•  n'l’mifti  v  cvenfo  doth  he  aUo  prepare  a  i'ceding 
hihuih  where  a  called  people  out  of  die 

iumiftry  m  the  chu  cl  ,  the  Lord,  aftembling 

xxTr^v](\  bv  the  word  ana  opint  or  uia 

of  themfelvei  tofretherin  a  holy  brotherhood,  continuing 

in  the  apoftlcs  dfkftrine,  fellowlliip,  breaking  bread,  and 

iaver  Vo.  1  fuch  a  church  ought  to  wait  for 

^iiholv  Snlrit  of  promife,  on  whom  U  may  fall,  and  to 
chofoe  ouf  among  themfeWes  either  paftor, 
cirrs  to  rule,  or  deacons  to  ferve  the  table,  that  other,. 

may  gWe  themfcives  to  the  word  and 

th/m  clofe  to  the  Lord,  and  their  fodowfo.p  cleat  and 

deftinfo,  not  to  have  fellowlliip  with  the 

of  daikneft,  but  rather  to  r^ prove  them.  I  behc ; v 


HISTORY  Of  the  BAPTISTS. 

than  now  with  a  good  confcience  I  can  cxprcfj  • 
ijowever  God  knoweth  who  are  his,  and  what  he 


the  church  of  Chiiff,  or  this  companjr  gathered  ar» 
bound  to  wan  on  the  Lord  for  the  hpitl,  fo  he  p 

bhdv  o'  f  under  doty,  that  they  tn^y 

be  b^nfc  ;  «'ith  his  own  content  to 

oe  t)apt2..G  tn  common  water,  by  dying  or  as  it  w  re 

iow,.mg.  to  hoW  forth  death,  burial  and  rertirrc^icn 

by  a  meffengercf  Jefus,  into  the  name  of  the%?  he  Son 

»nd  „„',Tpia,.  ■  3j.  ,  ,fc.  proo.iic.ir,  rF^t? 

J  Jg  Of  the  i.  rJ  to  raile  up  th;  dead  in  Chiill  and  to 
change  them  that  are  alive,  that  they  may  reign  wiih  him 
athoufand  pars,  according  to  the  feripture."  1  be- 
heye  the  reiurrcilion  of  the  wicked  to  receive  thdr  iufc 
judgmenpguye  curled  to  the  devil  arid  his  angels  forever' 
3J.  i  behe-7e_as  eternal  judgment  to  the  wicked,  fo  i  be- 

blcffvd  of  my  har.ier,  enter  mto  the  ioy  of  your -Lord 
which  joy,  eye  hath  not  leen,  ear  hath  not  heard,  neither 
can  u  <  ntei  mto  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  the  giorv 
that  God  hath  Tepared  for  thtm  that  Jove  and  waft  for 
iiisappearance ;  wherefore  come  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly. 

;  for  tins  huh  and  proiffii:m  I  hand,  and  harm  le  leti 
the  fame  witn  my  blood  m  B'  Ifon,  in  New-England,  and 
ttope  through  the  flrcnath'  of  my  i.ord,  ihall  be  enabled' 
to  wm.cls  the  fame  to  death,  although  I  arri  a  poor  un¬ 
worthy  creatuie,  arid  have  nothing  to  plvad  or  fly  u»«o’^ 
hut  to  grace,  gr^e  ;  and  h.ave  nothing  to  reft  on  but  only 
tne  mercy,  the  free  mercy  of  God  inland  through  .Tcftis 
Lhnft  my  Lord  and  faviour  ;  to  ivhom  be  hobo';  ,  glo.y 
*nd  praile  ferever  and  ever,  Arnen  J  bus  have  I  given 
tf  Ci  C  account  of  my  fhanding.  and  of 

Jtiy  dear  wife’s  ftanding  in  our  faith  and  order,  that  you 
hia^  conduer  the  fame,  compai  ing  wLiat  is  wiittcn  by  the' 
holy  feriptures,  which  are  our  rule  towards  God  and  man  f 
coraiKitting  this  md  ytua  to'  the  wifdora  and  counlel  of 
God-  Your’s  in  all  love  to  ferve  coiitinuslly  having  vou 
M  etif  prayers  I  fas'eyewe.ll,  '  •  ■■  .  ,, 

«‘Tkis 
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i,  pleafed  ,0  Wde  from  faM  m^"  ‘jT^;  “! 

Los  rderingro  rhe  fuflcrings 
Holmes  (ays,  "Sir.  at  the 

come  freHi  unto  my  thoughts  ; 

this  thing  as  one  that  is  guilty  ?  for  will 

and  beloved  friend  not  know  me  for  fear  of  be  ng 

difowned  by  his  confcicnce?  Shall  ® 

integrity  of  hi  conicitnce  to  God  ^aofe  him  to  f  » 
get  L  ?  Doth  he  quiet  his  mind  with  this  (God 
knoweth  who  are  his  ?  God  hides  from  ^nful  man  , 

God  willrevea!  before  all?)  Oh  how 

that  1  have  heard  fo  often,  heard  fo  lately,  and  h  .a  d 
fo  much,  that  he  that  (peaks  fo  teriderly  for  his  own, 
hath  yet  (o  little  refpea.  mercy  or  pity  to 
feiendous  perfuafions  ot  other  men  .  are  all 
fands  of  millions  of  millions  of  confciences  at  home 
and  abroad,  fuel  only  for  a  pnfon.  for  a  whip, 
for  a  Itake,  for  a  gallows!  are  no  confciences 
to  breath  the  air,  but  fuch  as  fuit  and  (ample  his  , 
may  not  the  Pvloa  High  be  pleafed  to  hide  from  h  s 
f.s  well  as  from  the  eyes  of  his  fellow-fervants,  fe  - 
iow-mankind,  feilow-Englifh  ?  Who  can  fliut  whea  . 
he  v/ill  o.  en  ?  and  who  can  open,  when  he  that  nata 

the  key  of  David  will  fhut  ?  _ 

Objection.  But  what  makes  this  to  here¬ 
tics,  blafphemers,  (educers,  to  them  that  fin  againll 
their  confcicnce  (as  Mr.  Cotton  faith)  after  convic¬ 
tion  ?  Firlf,  1  anfwer,  he  was  a  tyrant  that  pm  an, 

innocent  man  into  a  bear*s-fkin,  and  lo  caufk  nm  as 

a 

£> 

“  This  for  Mr.  John  Annher,  and  my  brother  Robert 
tlolmes,  and  my  brother-in-law.  and  fifters,  wnh  Mary 
No.i'y.  and  to  them  that  love  and  fear  the  Lord,  tor 
R  ibrrt  Holmes  in  thepai  IfliofMancheftsr— Lancalhire. 

Oh&diah  Holmes's  mamferi^t,  1675. 

L 
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a  wud  heart  to  be  baited  to  death.  Secondly,  This 
mhe  coininon  cry  of  haunters  or  perfcciuors./i^fre/w 
btaj^bcmcr:,  &c.  and  why,  but  for  crolfing  the  her- 
fecutors  CMfciences  (it  may  be  but  their  fu perditions) 
whether  Turkilh,  popift,  protcitant,  &c.  'Phis  is 
the  oiKcry  of  the  pope  and  prelates,  and  of  the 
ocotcii  premyterians,  who  would  fire  all  the  worlds 
to  be  avenged^  on  the  fcclariah  heretics,  the  bla/' 
paemous  heretics,  the  fudQcing  heretics,  &c.  had 
jc  pot  pleafed  the  God  of  heaven  wdlo  bounds  the 
in.olcnt  rage  of  the  furious  ocean,  to  raife  up  a  fecond 
tromvvel,  ro  rtay  the  fury  of  the  oppre/Tor.  whether 
•^nglilh,  Scottifh,  popifh,  prcfbyterian,Tndependant, 


Let  it  not  be  offenflve  In  your  eyes,  that  I  fin-^ 
gleout  a  point, 'a  caufe  of  ny  bamfiment,  wherein  I 
greatly  icar  one  or  tw^o  fad  evils  iiave  berallen  your 
foul  and  confcicncc.  The  point  is  that  of  the  civil 
magfjhates  dealinrr  in  mdtters  of  confcience  and  re^ 
iigiaii,  as  alfo  of  perfeevuing  any  tor  any  matter  mere¬ 
ly  iia/  and  religious,  The  tw'o  evils  intimated 
are  rhe/e :  Firfl,  I  fear  you  cannot  after  fo  much 
light,  and  fo  much  profeiiion  ro  the  contrary  (not 
only  to  rnyiclf  often  in  private,"^  but)  before  many 
witndfes  ;  I  fay,  I  fear  you  cannot  fay  and  aft  io 
much,  againfl  fo  many  feVeral  confciences,  former 
■and  hatter,  but  witn  great  checks,  great  threatnings 
.and  inward  throw^s  of  confc!ence»  Secondly,  If  you 
fhall  thank  God,  that  it  is  not  fo  vviih  you,  but  that 
you  do  what  confcience  bids  you  in  Gpd^s  prefence, 
upon  GodL  w'arrant,  I  mufl  then  be  humblviiithful 
to  tell  you,  that  I  fear  your  underprizing  of  holy 
light,  hath  put  out  the  candle,  and  the  eye  of  cop- 
icicnce  in  ihefe  particulars,  and  that  delufions,  Orong 

dclufions. 


Governor  Eadicof  w’as  once  a  member  c5  Salem 
church,  under  Mr.  Wiliiafifs  miaiflrv. 
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dulafions,  and  Ll["f 

hath  feized  upon  your  very  foul  s  beh  •  > 

prized  not,  lUed  not  the  perfecuted 
his  defni  fed  truths  and  fcivants.— I 
trembii^ly  and  mournfully,  1  know  not  wh.ch  way 
he  will  pleafe  to  raife  his  glory,  on  y  1  know  nny  ^ 
my  confcience  and  my  love,  all  which  mforce  n 
hnU,  to  call,  toctyatthegatcofheaven  and^t 
vour’s  and  to  prefent  you  with  this  Joving.  ^  o 
loud  and  faithful  noife,  and  found  of  a  few  ^ 

deeper  examination  of  both  our 

uprightly  and  impartially  at  the  holy  and  dreadtu 
vribunal  of  him  that  is  appointed  the  judge  of  a 

the  living  and  the  dead.  , 

Be  pleafed  then  (honoured  fir)  to  remember  that 

the  thing  which  we  call  confcience  is  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture.  efpecially  in  Engliftimen,  as  once  a  pope  ot 
Rome  'aNhe  fufTering  of  an  Enghfhman  m  Rome 
himfelf  obferved,  that  although  it  be  groundlels, 
falfe  and  deluded,  yet  it  is  not  by  any  arguments  ot 
torments  eafily  removed.  I  fpeak  not  of  the  ftream 
of  the  multitude  of  all  nations,  which  have  their 
ebbings  and  flowings  in  religion  (as  the  longefHword, 
and  (hongeft  arm  of  flcfh  carries  it*)  but  I  fpeak  of 
confcience,  a  perfuafion  fixed  in  the  mind  and  heart 
of  a  man,  which  iiiforcechhim  to  judge  (as  Paul^ai* 

*  The  following  words  are  remarkable,  viz.  ”  It  is  made 
by  learned  and  judicious  wrires,  one  of  (he  'mdoubte  ^ 
rishts  of  foverignty  to  determine  what  religion  lhal  be 
publickly  profeffed'and  exercifed  within  their  dominions. 
Why  clfe  do  we  in  New-England  that  profefs  the  doct¬ 
rine  of  Calvin,  yet  practife  the  difeipline  of  them  called 

independent,  or  congiegational  churches,  but  beesufe  the 
authority  of  the  co'uutry  is  peifiiaded.that  is  moft  agree¬ 
able  to  the  mind  of  God."  Mr.  IlubUrd'%  ciedion  Re*, 
mou  at  BoHon,  May  3,  i<5j6,  n.  JJ. 
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pfhtmfelf  a  perreciUor)and  to  do  To  and  fd  with  reftwl 
JO  God,  h,s  worfliip,  &c.  This  confcience  is  (ou„d 
in  all  mankind,  more  or  lefs.-To  this  puinofe  iec 
me  f^ely  without  offence  remember  you  (as  1  did 
Mr.  Clarke,  newly  come  up  from  his  fuffbrings 
amongft  you)  I  fay,  remember  you  of  the  fiory  I  did 
him.  of  Wijham  Hartly  in  queen  tilizabcih  her  days 
who  receiving  the  fentence  of  hanging— fpake  c4’ 
fidontly  (as  afterward  he  fulTered)  whaf  tell  you  me 
cf  hanging,  if  /  had  ten  tbouiand  millions  of  lives, 
J  tvould  fpend  them  all  for  the  faith  of  Rome.  Sir’ 
I  am  far  from  glancing  the  leafi  countenance  on  ths: 
conlciences  of  papifts—— all  that  I  obferve  is,  that  bold- 
nefs  and  confidence,  zeal  and  refolution,  as  it  is  com¬ 
mendable  in  a  kind  when  it  ferioufly  refpefls  a  deity, 
fo  alfo  the  greateft  confidence  hath  fomctimes  need 
of  the  greateft  fearch  and  examination.— Wife  men 
ufe  to  enquire,  whac  motives,  what  occafions,  what 
Inares,  what  temptations  were  there  which  moved,  ala 
lured,  &c. — Surely  fir,  the  baits,  the  temptations,  the 

Inares  laid  to  catch  you  were  not  few  nor  common. _ It 

is  no  fir.all  offer, the  choice  and  applaufeand  rule  over 
fo  many  towns,  fo  many  holy,  fo  many  wife,  in  fuch 
a  holy  way  as  you  believe  you  are  in — I  cannot  but 
fear  and  lament,  that  fbnie  of  thefe  and  others  have 
been  too  ftrong  and  potent  with  you. — Sir,  1  mufl:  be 
humbly  bold  to  fay,  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man  or 
men  maintain  their  Chrift  by  the  fword,  and  to 
worfhip  a  true  Chrift  !  to  fight  againff  all  confciencej 
oppofite  to  theirs,  and  not  to  fight  againfl  God  in 
fome  of  them,  and  to  hunt  after  the  precious  life  of 
the  true  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Oh  remember  whether 
your  principles  and  confciences,  muft  in  time  and 
opportunity  force  you  ! — yourfelf  and  others  have 
faid  it,  by  your  principles  fuch  whom  you  count  here¬ 
tics,  blafphsraets,  /educers,  ought  to  be  put  lo  death, 

You 


* 
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You  cannot  be  falchrul  to  your  principles  an.l  con- 
fdences,  if  you  latisFy  thenr  with  but  iinprifoning, 
fining,  whipping  and  banilhing  the  heretics,  V 

Aving  that  baniibing  is  a  kind  death,  as  loine  chiet, 

with  you  formerly  laid  in  my  cam.  ,  _ 

humble  cry  to  the  father  ol  mercie.,  that  you  m.; 
S'  David’s  coupfel,  and  Glently  com.nune  with 
VO  nr  own  heart  ujaon  your  bed  reflet  upon  your  o-w^ 
fipirit,  and  believe  him  that  faid  to  his  over-zealou^ 
.difciples,  you  know  not  whatfpmt  you  are  o, .  1  lia. 

no  flcep  may  feize  your  eyes,  nor , lumber  upon  your 
eve-lids,  unfit  your  ferious  thoughts  have  calmly,  ami 
uachaagably,  through  help  frovi>  Chnh,  fixed,  rm 
on  a  moderation  towards  the  fpirit  and  eonfcicnces 
of  all  mankind,  merely  daTering  from,  or  oppo  mg 
-vours  with  only  religious  and  fpintual  oppouuon.-- 
Secondly,  a  deep  and  cordial  reroltjnon  to  ear^h,  to 
bften,  to  pray,  to  fail,  and  more  fear  ul  y.  .more 
snemblingly  to  enquire  what  the  jioly  pleabre,  anl 
Je  holy  mylleries  of  the  MOif  HOL\  are  ,  iv 
whom  1  humbly  dcfire  to  bz,your  poor  jellowfervant„ 

unfeimedly,  refpeclhe,  and  faithful 

j>  jr  i?^oG£ii  Williams.”* 

Hov/  happy  had  it  been  for  New-England,  ani 
for  covethor  Endicot  in  particular,  if  they  had_  t  aeii 
■reearded  this  faithful  admonition  of  their  old  friend  „ 
but  difregarding  of  it,  Mr.  Williams’s  words  a  few 
.years  after  were  fully  verified,  when,  unde-'  govern- 
•nor  Endicot’s  adminitlration,  the  blood  of  ihequ.*kers 
was  n-.ed.  which  has  left  an  intlellible  (fain  upon  iheir 
charaaers,  and  “  fuHied  the  glory  of  their  fonner 
■fufierings  from  the  bilhops  ;  for  now  it  appeared  that 
die  New-England  puritans  were  no  bstter  fnenus  to 

M  m 

*  Anpendix  of  his  reply  tp  Cotton,  ii5s^,  P- 
513.  mE  CottpA  died  tke  23d  of  Psccitibex  that  yegf. 
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liberty  of  conTcience  than  their  adverfarics,  and  that 
the  que^ion  between  them  was  not,  whether  one 
party  of  chnflians  fhould  have  power  toopprefs  ano- 
tner,  but  who  fliould  have  that  power  f”* 


C  h  A  P. 


V, 


X 


A  variety  af  events,  from  1651  to  1664, 

REVIEW  of  16 p,  prefents  before  us  fuch 
a  dariA  cloud  and  threatning  gloom,  upon  the* 
caufc  of  bel-evers  baptifm,  and  true  liberty  of  coh» 
tcience,  as  mua  affect  every  heart  that  is  not  cxtreamlv 
oodurate.  The  friends  of  that  caufe  had  been  (o’ 
cruelly  treated  in  Europe,  that  a  number  of  them  fled 
into  America,  where  a  perfecuting  temper  followed 
them,  and  expelled  them  out  of  the  Maflachufetts’ 
colony  ;  but  God  gave  them  favor  in  the  eyes  of 
the  neathen,  from  whom  they  obtained  a  grant  of 
jands,  to  oegin  the^  firff  civil  government  upon  that 
ever  allowed  equally  liberty  of  confcience  fince  our 
Saviour  died  for  us.  With  great  hazard  and  cxpencc 
Mr,  Williams  had  procured  a  charter  for  that  purpofe, 
which  they  had  enjoyed  about  feven  years,  when  alas  ! 

Coddington,  who  had  the  deeds  and  records  of 
the  ifiands  in  his  own  hands,  went  to  England,  and 
procured  from  the  council  of  (late  a  commiffion, 
dated  April  5.  i6yi,  (igned  by  J.  Bradfhaw,  confle- 
tiiting  him  governor  of  the  lilands,  to  rule  them  with 
a  council  of  fix  men,  nominated  by  the  people  and 
approved  by  h'imfelf ;  which  Iplit  this  little  colon/ 
into  two  parts,  and  Mr,  Clarke  and  his  brethren  were 
to  fubraic  to  a  governor  that  they  had  no  hand  ia 

. ,,  .  chufing, 

♦  Neal  s  hiflory  of  N.  E,  vol.  I.  p.  32c 
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and  chcir  eftates  lay  at  his  mercy  This 
meiancholy  news  arrived  jutt  about  the  time  that  he 
^  hu  l>rCthren  had  been  fo  cruelly  handled  in  the 
ihlailachulects,  only  for  vifiting  and  worlhij^g  v/itii 
S'!  aged  brother  there.  At  the  (ame  time,  a  party  both 
i  ng'ifh  and  (avages  were  fvipported  in  the  heart 
c*  WilluMns's  part  of  the  colony,  in  oppolkion  tQ 
Sh  L  good  orders  that  he  endeavored  to  eftablifh 
amona  thMU.  And  whar  could  they  now  do  !  where 
could  they  go  for  relief  !  banillied  from  their  motoer 
kingdom,  and  from  neighbouring  colonies,  who^were 
exerting  all  their  power  to  divide  and  conquer  tnem  ^ 
and  a  man  of  the  greareft  worldly  note  among  them.^ 
feemed  as  if  he  was  like  to  do  it  etrcffually.^ 

CaPT.  Johnfon  at  that  time  faid,  “  familihs,  feek- 
ers,  antinom’ans,  and  ciTi^bciptilfs ^  are  lo  ill  armed^ 
that  they  think  it  beft  flecping  in  a  whole  fkm,  fear^ 

ing  that  if  the  day  of  battle  once  go  on,  ihey^ ail 

fall 

*  Near  the  fame  rim"  the  coimt  at  Bok^n  impofed  ^ 
lar;c  fine  upon  the  church  in  Maleen,  to,  caUi)i>_,  .v  .  A.ia 
to  be  theli  minifter,  without  the  approbrition  ot  tnc  luleis 
and  o^hcr  minlRers  ;  and  as  they  had  b^dore  a  law  aga^nfb 
gathering  churches  without  their  ronlent,  their  afiembly 
now  made  another  wherein  they  enabled,  that  no» 
mioifter  fhoukl  be  called  unto  oilice  in  any  of  the  chur¬ 
ches,  without  the  appi  cbatton  of  fome  of  the  magidrates, 
as  well  as  the  neighboiuirtg  churches  ;  on  which  ground 
in  the  year  1653,  tiae  court  would  not  allow  the 
chtrch  in  B  dhon  to  call  Mr.  Powelfawfdl  gitted  though 
ilkti'  aa*  perfon  to  the  dated  olhee  of  a  public  teacher  or 
nunidcr  *,  wherefore  the  people  contented  themtelves 
with  his  being  called  to  the  place  of  a  ruling  elder. —  And 
whereas  the  plantations  of  Nkw-Eagland  had  never  as  yet 
been  acquainted, with  the  way  of  paying  tithes  furthelup- 
port  ef  the  mlniflry,  it  was  now  left  t(»  the  power  of  the 
county  courts  throughout  the  whole  jurildi<fiio[i,to  make 
iuficient  provifion  for  the  maintenance  oi  the  mlnH^ry 
ixfpifftive  towas  of  tk?  colony 
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fall  among  antichrifls  armies  ;  therefore  tlicy  cry  oiYt 
]ike  cowards,  if  you  will  lee  me  alone,  I  will  let  you 
^lone  ;  but  afTiiredly  the  Lord  Chrift  hath  (aid,  he 
that  is  not  with  us,  is  againjl  us  ;  there  is  no  room, 
'in  liisarn'iy  for  tiler  at  oriJlsP^  Bad  this  been  true, 
Low  could  Mr.  Wiilia  ns  and  Mr.  Clarke  hate  perfc” 
l^ercci  like  heroes,  in  the  caiife  of  eqiii'ry  and  liberty  as 
they  did  ?  for  being  requefid  by  theirinjufed  neigh- 
Lours,  they  again  croiicd  the  boificroiis  ocean,  and  ap¬ 
peared  as  advocares  for  them  at  the  Bririfia  conrf ;  and 
fdjb  published  to  the  world  rheir  pleas  for  eonrd  li¬ 
berty '  of  confeicnce  ;  and  where  can  any  writers  be 
Loiiad  of  fb  early  date,  who  defended  that  importan: 
light  of  mankind,  fo  v.e!!  as  they  did  ?  Mr.  Locke’s 
excellent  letters  upon  that  fubjecl  were  written  near 
tony  years  afterward. 

A  L?TTLE  look  back  will  g*wTa  more  clear  and  ju(h- 
view  of  the  important  concerns  of  Mr,  P.'i!liams’s 
egency  at  rhi  time.  When  the  commiflioners  of  the 


tmued  colonics  met  at  Plymouth  September  7,  i6q3, 
Mr.  Coddington  and  Cant.  Parer  idee  tried  lor  a  con* 
ledcracy  with  them,  but  wmre  denied  ir,  unlcfs  they 
W'oliid  come  in  as  part  of  PiymourV  colony.  Mr. 
Kenry  Bull  then  complained  to  rltem,  that  feme 
Blarraganfet  Indians  had  beat  him,  and  dene  him, 
other  injuries  ;  and  Mr.  John  Smith,  aiTilBint  for  War- 
w/lck,  lent  a  writing  by  Mr.  Holden  and  Warner,  in 
the  belralf  of  the  whole  town,  “  W'herein  they  com¬ 
plain,  among  otlier  things,  of  divers  iniuries,  infolcnees 
and  affronts  ofiered  thorn  by  the  Indians  that  are 
about  them,  and  near  inhabitants  to  th.em,  as  namely, 
killing  their  cattle,  about  a  hundred  hogs,  rbufing 
ilicir  lervants  when  they  take  them  aloi:e,  fon'crim'es 
hiaking  Tioient  entrance  into  their  hoiilcs,  and  ftrik- 
Ing  the  rnaflers  f  lereof,  ficahng  and  purloining  their 
jjoods  ;  and  hereupon  do  carneftly  delirc  to  know  the 
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frin-^s  of  the  commlffioners  herein,  and  to  receive 
advicefrom  them.”  Upon  which  the  comnnflioncr. 
rave  them  a  writing  to  the  fachems  and  others  to 
warn  them  “  to  prevent  and  abftain  jj 
riiicarnf^es  for  the  future,  and  if  any  of  them  _ 

iniory  ‘1- upo..  co^ 


re've  anv  imurv  irom  uie  i  r. 

in‘due  place  and  order,  fatisfaedion  Ihall  be  endea- 

amred  them  according  to  jullice,  as  the  hke  will 
he  expeeded  from  them  ”  When  the  commiflion- 
ers  m?t  at  Boilon,  July  23,  ^  549,  ••  Warwick  wrote 
arain  to  them  -,  but  they  refilled  to  uo  any  thing 
for  their  defence,  till  they  could  find  ^J^der  what 
colony  their  plantation  fell,  and  it  was  then  difput- 
c(i  whether  it  belonged  to  the  Maliachufetts,  or 
I'lvmouth,  and  they  advifed  the  latter  to  take  u. 
When  the  Gommifiioners  met  again  at  IlarttOiU, 
September  5th,  1650,  they  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Eallon  prefident,  m  the  name  of  the  council 
hf  that  colony,  ih  which  he  declared,  that 
llland  and  Warwick  were  combined  and  bound 
m utuai'  y  to  fu pport  one  another.”  U pon  this  the 

commifiioneis  mention  a  former  article  of  advice 

which  they  had  received  from_  the  honorable  com¬ 
mittee  of  parliament,  “  that  in  this  and  like  cafes 
the  bounds  of  patents  fhould  be  firft  let  ont  by  a 
inry,  ot  uninterefled  pevfons,  and  that  all  imiabi  - 
ino-  within  the  limits  lo  fet  forth,  fhould  fall  uncn>r 
tiie  vovernment  cfiabliflied  by  patent.”  But  m- 
ficad  of  following  this  direction,  after  menuomng 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Warwick  claimed  an  intercit 
in  Mr.  Williams’s  patent,  and  reiuled  to^be brought 
under  the  Mafiachufetts  government,  they  adviiea 
tlic  antliority  of  Plymouth  “  forthwith  to  refume 
the  right  they  formerly  had  by  patent  to  the  place. 
And  that  if  the  inhabitants  retnfed  to  lubnnt  to 
them,  then  the  advice  of  laid  committee  flioukl  be 
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“  r  complied  witli, 

o-al  force  poved,  be  levied  by 

^eadernefs  as  modcraaon  and 

Teatmenf  i  P""  a  was  the 

Codedngton  h,d  done; 

crefb-  4‘r  hired  a  mtfftngcr  fe- 

?er  wa  .  F  f  of  it  in  a  bet- 

tlv'  ^  ^  n:ieccing  ot  th^  coniniiflioxicrs  of 

t  i.  mmed  colpnaes  at  Incw^  Haven,  btpteii  ber  4, 

toilqwmg  letter,  viz. 

i.i..v  It  p  cafe  tins  honored  cpmniittce  to  take 

aliP'P'"  ^  ^  inlubitapts  of  Shawomet 

alia.  vV  arwjck,  navmg  undergone  divers  oppreffi- 

S  e  fpf  IPnf  h«ce 

.  r  phcB  tir,s  place  ;  being  forced  thereby 

to  feu.  to  that  honorable  Hate  of  Oid-En gland  for 
reue.,  MOnca  did  mevicably  draw  great  charge  up¬ 
on  lu^  to  the  fmther  impaiVing  ofliur  eilaLlan^d 
finduig  favor  for  redrefs,  were  willing  to  wave 
tor  tfiat  time  (in  regard  to  the  great  troubles  and 
employment  that  then  lay  on  that  ffate)  all  other 
leffer  vvTongs  we  then  underwent,  fo  that  we  might 
be  replaced  _m  and  upon  this  ourpurchafed  pofref- 
lion,  and  enjoy  it  peaceably  for  time  to  come,  w  ith- 
ouudiunrbanceor  molefhtion  bj-  thofe  from  wliom 
'v  e  iiad  formerly  fufiered.  But  fince  our  gracious 
giant  from  the  lionorabie  parliament,  in  re  place- 
ing  of  us  in  this  place,  we  iiave  been  and  daily  arc 
pi  eflcd  with  intolerable  grivences,  to  the  eating  up 
of  our  labours,  and  walking  of  our  eftates  mak- 
ing  our  lives,  together  with  our  wives  and  chiB 

«  ->  drciu 

Kecords  of  tfie  \jniHd  Colctites, 

I  iHdfTdCiiufctts  hiftory,  voL  3,  Pdge  2 


drea.  bitter  and  uncomfortable  ;  infomuch,  that 
rroinlnT  under  our  burthens,  we  arc  con  trained 
to  makc^our  addrels  to  the  honorable  parliament 
and  itate,  once  again,  to  make  our  juft  compUmt 
arainft  our  cauflels  moleftors,  who  by  ttiemfeives 
and  their  agents,  are  the  only  caufe  ox  this  oui  re. 
utterir?  of  oar  diftreftei  condition.  May  it  pleaie 
theretbie  this  honored  affembly,  to  take  notice 
of  this  our  folemn  intelligence  (given  unto  you 
as  the  moft  public  authorifed  iociety  appertain¬ 
ing  unto,  and  inftituted  in  tne  united  colonies, 
st'diom  our  complaints  do  concern)  that  wc  are 
now  prepanng  ouriclvcs  with  all  convenient  ipccci 
for  01d-£aglaad,  to  make  our  grievaaccs  knowa 
to  tiie  Hate,  which  fall  upon  ns  by  rcafoa 
that  the  order  of  parliament  concerning  ns  nath 
not  been  obfeiwed,  uor  the  enjoyment  of  our  grants 
cd  privileges  permitted  to  us,  that  we  are  as  it  w  cis 
bought  and  fold  from  one  patent  and  junfdiftion 
to  another.  In  that  we  have  been  prohibited  and 
charged  tp  acquit  this  place  fincc  the  order  of  par¬ 
liament  given  out  and  known  to  the  contraiy. 
In  that  we  have  had  warrants  fent  us,  to  fummoa 
us  to  the  Maflachufetts  court, and  officers  employed 
amongft  us  for  that  purpofe.  In  that  thefc  bar^ 
berous  Indians  about  us,  with  evil  minded  EugUfli 
mixed  among  us,  under  pretence  of  fome  former 
pcrfonal  fubjedion  to  the  government  of  the  Maf- 
lachufetts  counicnacing  of  them,  ceafe  not  to  kill 
our  cattle,  ofl'er  violence  to  our  familes,  vilefy  au¬ 
thority  of  parliament  vouchfafed  to  us,  juftitying 
their  practices  with  many  menaces  and  threatn- 
ings,  as  being  under  the  protedion  of  the  Maffa- 
chufotts.  In  tiiat  we  have  been  reflrained  this 
feven  or  eight  years  paft  of  common  commerce  ia 
the  country,  and  th^t  only  for  matters  of  coufei^ 

cuce, 
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cnce.^  In  that  our  efiates  fornierly  tak-en  from  us 
remain  yet  unreftorcd,  with  thefe  additions  there, 
onto.  T  hete  and  the  luce  arc  the  grounds  of  our 
complaints,  with  our  lerious  dehre  that  you  v/oulci 
be  pleaied  to  talce  noiice  of  tliem,  as  our  iolemn 
intelligence  given  hereof,  that  as  yourfelves  ftall 
tlunk  meet,  you  may  give  further  feafonable  intel- 
iigence  to  youi  teverai  colonies  whom  it  may  con. 
cern,  fo^  that  their  agent  or  agents  may  have  fea. 
fonable  inftruefions  to  make  anfwer,  and  we  here¬ 
by  liiall  acquit  ourfclves,  that  v/e  offer  .not  to  pro- 
Cced  in  thic  our  complaints,  without-giv’ing  due, 
and  feafonable  notice  thereof. 

By  roc  Jo Hn,  GsEENEj/ra.  C/f-ri.  ■ 

In  behalf  of  the  U^aen  of  V/arwuk. 

Warwick,  the  liiTt  of  September  1651. 

■  This  brought  matters  to  a  clofc  trial  among 
them  and  the  commiffioners  for  the  hlaflacliuletcs 
(who  were  Mr.  Simon  Bradftreet,  and  Mr.  Whiiiam 
'Idathorne,  Efqks,)  made  a  long  declaration,  liov/ 
Plymouth  gave  up  their  right  in  dutian^'  to  theiti 
in  1643  ;  which  was  approved  of  by  all  the  com- 
iniilioners,  who  advifed  them  to  proceed  again  ft 
Gorton  and  his  company  ;  and  had  lilently  affent- 
ed  to  what  they  had  done  from  time  to  time  fince ; 
and  that  when  in  1649  they  were  advil’ed.  to  return 
thofc  lands  back  to  Plymouth,  their  court  fent  two 
deputies  to  the  aiTembiy  at  Plymouth,  with  orders 
to  offer,  to  “  refign  and  fubmit  the  faid  lands,  and 
perfons  refiding  thereon  to  the  government  of  Idy- 
mouth  ;  they  only  promifing  to  do  equal  juftice 
both  to  EngUlIi  and  Indians  there,  according  to 
our  engagements  ;  but  the  government  of  Ply¬ 
mouth  chofe- rather  to  ratify  the  aforefaid  refign- 
ment  of  their  commiffioners.”  After  which  they 
had  out  of  theii'  own  ti'cafury  allowed  a  largg: 


atViiiy 
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rr?tuitv  cf  corn  to  the  Indians  under  their  gdvxrn^ 
incut  their,  to  keep  them  aU.c,  the  cattle  ot^pr- 

ton’s  company  having  ' 

rather  than  force  to  compel  them,  till  other 
nmans  and  ways  of  prudence  for  lifumg  tbmle  and 
the  like  differences  svairc  ufedd’  And  do  ed  with 
alking  wliat  aid  the  other  jurifdiaioris, would  afford 
them,  for  the  righting  their  injured  and  cppieflcu 
people,  and  bringing  delinquents  to  condign  puntjb-. 
\ncnt  f  'rheConnedicut  and  N  ewffiaven  cornmillion-, 
crsanfy/ered,bv  owning  that  they  had  their  advice 


neither  concerned,  nor  underjianding  where  /he  right 
lay,  faw  no  caufi  to  dijfcnt,  &c.  The  comrruihpners 
for  Plymouth  (who  were  Mr.  John  Brown,,  and 
Mr.  Timothy  Hatherley)  declared  that  \vhat  v/as 
done  by  the  cotnrnillioners  for  their  colony  in  1643^ 

ill  rcilg'nin^  of.is-id  l3.nd^  to  tire  IVi.2.ii'deh.ufettS5  wts 
not  at^aU  in  their  power,  neither 'COul4  theiJ!vIaira- 
chufetts  receive  anyiuchxefignaticn  withoui  injur^ 
ing  the  third  and  fi>;th  artkloi  of  their  confedera- 
tioli  ;  \^dut  right  the  authority  of  the  Maffachu-* 
fetts  had  to  fend  for  Si^muel  Gorton  and  company 5, 
inhabiting  fo  far  out,cf  their  jtJrifdiaion, they 
underftand  not.’^  And  .as  to  what  ^he  govcinor 
of  Plymouth  and  feme  others  did  in  i';650,  about, 
ratifying  that  former  relignatioa  of  Warwick  t 
the  Maffichufetts,  .theydaid  they  had  P  protefted 
againlt  it  in  the  court  cf  Piyiiioutn,  <a3  jcing  di« 
reefiy  contrary,  to  the  order  cf  the  honorable  com-* 
inittee  of  the^paiiiarrumt  cf  England,  and,  coiitrary 
tc  the  articles  of  confederations  with  the  reft  of  the 
colonies.  And  whereas  we  are iafomied,  that  che 

cGUit  of  the  hlaffachufetts  have  iatdy  fent.  put 
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fevcral  warrants  to  feveral  perfons  inhabitin?  War- 

*'  feizurc  upon 

ui.  ut  t.icu- ci.atrs,  vvc  do  hereby  protefl  aeaimt 
■‘UC..  pioce^uirprs  any  there  be  ”  *  'I’hn  MTiT'i 
emiietts  were  id  uii willing  to  have  thefc  things  laid 
benne  tiic  parliament,  that  they  put  Mr.  WiiJianis 
to  pre-di  ciijhef-s  Only  for  atieiapting  to  take  his 
pailage  through  their  colony. 

I  HE  to'.yn  of  Newport  figaed  an  eneagcaient 
and  reqaelt  to  Mr.  Clarke  in  thefe  wmds,  We 
W-ioie  uainc.s  arc  nere  underwritten,!  being  refolv- 
ed  to  inake  our  addrefs  unto  the  parliament  of 
iingfmd,  m_  point  oiyour  lands  and  liberties,  do 
eaineUiy  ddire  thofc  fix  men  chat  were  laftrhofen 
toe  Gouricil  of  the  town  of  Newport,  and  Inch  as 
tpey  ifiiill  coniuk  with,  to  improve  their  bell  abili¬ 
ties  to--  the  managing  thereof  i  We  alfo  do  earnek- 
ty  K.quert  Mr.  John  Clarke  to  do  his  utmofh  endea¬ 
vors  in  folL'citing  our  caufein  England  :  And  we 
do  Iiercby  engage  omdelvcs  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
euates  to  aflift  them,  being  refolvctl  in  tire  mean 
time  peaceably  to  yield  all  due  fubjection  unto  the 
pre  ent  power  fet  over  us.  Witnefs  our  nands  the 
i5t.i  of  Oedober,  in  th.e  year  of  cur  Lord  God^ 
1651.  He  failed  for  England  the  next  month. 

«  rr  ...  Mr. 

deenrdi  of  ike  Vnhed  Colonies, 

t  This  was^lig;,cj  bj  £:,,K,n.  J-.rt.e.  Rirker.  John  Cran- 
Itc  xjoea  C  a-'’,  John  Shfldon,  S..ir!-jei  Hu'  ba-b  Jofe-i 
Henry  Bui!.  Edu-a.tl  Tnu.flon,  Naiii..n:e’  lYeft,  Wjili-m  Dvre' 
Wdiiam  Lytheriind,  Riciurd  Kniyhr  Thomas  Clarke,  'ihoir.as 
IJungan,  &:c  to  the  mimbci  01  ioxy  five,  who  with  the  fix  c»u:i- 
weiy  hiinflt  eiii  the  fiee  inhaHtant.s  cf  Newport,  as  Mr. 
Ct  >-  ke  isid  aft.rwfrd  to  their  ^^eneral  affemblv.  Forty-one  of 
the  r'hablr.unts'  of  Fortfaiouth  rjiviej'a  like  requeib.  [  Copied  fre/b 
the  ori-^inal  papers  novo  befc->c  me  ] 

M  my  of  the  above  men  were  afterwards  noted  rulers  in  that 
colony  i  and  Ms,  Dungaa  vv^ts  a  member  of  Mr. Clarke’s  churcl^, 

till* 
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Mr  Coddington  having  gotten  the  command 
cf  th;  minds,  Frovidencc"  and  Warwick  each 
chole  lix  deputies,  who  met  at  Providence  Nov.  4. 
and  unaiiimouOy  concluded  to  hand  embocucd  an  . 
incorporated  as  before,  by  virtue  of  their  charter, 
and  as  prefid  eat  Eafton  had  given  place  to  lo  r. 
Coddington  ;  they  chole  another  m  his  room,  and 
made  feveral  laws,  one  of  which  was  to  prohibit 
any  from  purchaling  lands  of  the  Indians,  v'ltuout 
the  aiTcrnblies  approbation,  on  penaltv  of  forfeit* 
inv  the  fame  to  the  colony.  When  ^thoie  two  a-, 
ve^its  arrived  iiiEngland,  they  united  in  a  petition 
to  the  council  of  hate,  who  on  April  <Stu,^ 
refered  the  fame  to  the  committee  tor  foreign  m- 
fairs.  The  court  of  election  at  Warwick,  Ma  1 8, 
made  a  law  to  ibrbid  the  Dutch  who  wei'C  not  in¬ 
habitants  among  them,  from  trading  with  the  bi- 
dians  in  this  colony,  upon  penalty  of  forfeiting 
both  goods  and  velicl  to  tlic  colony  if^ti'.es  diL  . 
and  the  prefident  vms  ordered  to  give  tt;e  govpn- 
or  of  Manhato’s  notice  of  it-  V\  hen  tlieir  ailem- 
bly  met  again  in  the  fall  at  Providence,  ihey  wiote 
the  following  letter  to  .'vjr.  Williams,  aiz- 

“  Jhnored  Sir,  _ 

“  W  E  may  not  neglect  gny  opportunity  to  fa- 

lutcyou  in  this  your  abfence,  and  have  not  a  little 
ciulc  to  blefs  God,  who  hath  pleafed  to  fe'.ecd  you 
to  fuch  a  purpofe,  as  we  doubt  not  but  will  cem- 
duce  to  the  peace  and  fafety  of  _us  all,  as  to  iiiake 
you  once  more  an  inftriiment  to  iinpar  t  and  rliiciOi'L. 
our  caufeunto  thofe  noble  and  grave  fenators  our 
I'.onorablc  proteefors,  in  whole  eyes  God  hath  given, 

'  YOU 

f! 

till  about  the  year  16S4  ;  when  he  went  to  Pcnnfylvania,  anfi  he- 
c<;me  the  firft  baptift  miniiier  in  that  colcnv,  ^wherc  he  loft 
nujierous  poftcriiy.  Edward's  htfi^ry  cf  tin:  Sj-aptijl  s  tn  ina^ 
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}’on  honor  (as  we  underftand)  beyond  our  hones 

hearts  of  the  to  fdr  on  your 

for  your  care 

doigence:,  to  watch  ali  opportunities  to  -ro. 
-ttq.e  oar  peace,  for  we  perceive  your  prudeh.  and 
^mpn^heahve  mind  ftireth  every  ftonl  to  preft^^t 
-  .0  .he  builasrs,  to  make  Crm  the  fabrick  unto 
n.  abcupy^-luchwou  are  erepJoyed,  bboritur  to  unh 
weave  Inch  in-egular  devifes  wrought  by  others 
w.».,ngft :U3,  as  Irave  iprmerly  clqithed  ns  vdth'fo 
.pl^fcyents^as  the  fubjection  ofdonVe  among  us, 
tp.a  r,nguurand  Indian  to  other  jurirdiciioiis,  as 
ailo  to  prevent  luen  near  approach  of  oar  neich. 
Bours  upon  our  borders  on  the  Narraganfet  llde, 
whicn  ought  ntuch  annoy  us,  vdth  your  endeavors 
to -urnilii  IIS  V/Ith  iach  aininxirutipn  as  t(  look  a 
roreign  enemy  in  tlie  lace,  being  that  the  cimel  be- 
gin  tc  ftm  in  thefe  weftern  parts,  and  to  unite  in 
one  again,  fuch  as  of  late  have  had  feeinin.-  frparal 
tjcn  m  lome  re'fp-ecis,  to  encourage  and  ftrengtlien 
Oi.r^  .5  cCjr^  and  mteebicd  body  to  pertnrm  its  work 
in  .t-eie  foreign- paits,  to  the  hoiior  of  fuch'as  take 
care,-  nave  been  and  are  to  tender  of  our  good 
though  we  he  unworthy  to  be  had  in  j-e-nember! 
a.ce  by  perfbns  of  io  noble  places,  indued  with 
ot.,  .-  of  lo  excellent  -and  heiiciable  and  abun- 


Taatiy  beneSdai  ule. 


Sir;  give  us  leave  to  intimate  thus  much,  that 
v/c  hurnbiy  conceive  (fb  far  ‘as  we  'are  able  to  un- 
df-rftand)  that  if  it  oe  the  pleafure  of  our  protedors 
t'C  .1  enew  cup  charter  for  the  re-elfabliiltinn  of  ouc' 
govern rnf nr,  that  it  might  tend  much  to  the  wdghl 
ing-of;mens>ninds,  and  idbjcding  of  peribns  wdo 
have  been- refr2c'lory,to  yield  themfdvcs  oiwras  un-  ■ 
to  a  fettled-gpvernrrient,  if  it  might  he  the  pleafiire 
of  '-hat' iicnorablc.  fiEtc,  to  myslf, -appoint  and  ini* 
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rovver  yourfelf  to  come  over  as  governor  of  this 
tolony  for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  and  io  the  govern- 
jnent  to  be  honorably  put  .upon  th;s  place,  which 
might  feein  to  add  weight  forever  heieafter  in  the 
coniunt  and  fucceffive  derivation  of  the  fame.  We 
only  prefent  it  to  your  deliberate  thoughts  and  con- 
fideVation,  with  ourdiearty  defues  tMf  your  time 
of  liay  there  for  the  effectual  perfecting  and  finilh- 
ino-  of  your  fo  weighty  affairs  may  not  leem  tedi¬ 
ous,  nor  be  any  dilcouragement  unto  you  5  rather 
than  you  ffiall  fuffer  for  lofs  of  time  here,  or  cx- 
pehce'  there,  we  are  refolved  to  ftretch  forth  cur 
hands  at  your  return  beyond  our  ftreng ^h  for  y  off* 
(upply-'— Your  loving  b^d-fellov^  is  in  Kealtl!,  and 
preler.ts  her  endeared  affection,  fo  are  all  your  fa^ 

piily.. - .Mr.  Sayles  alfo  and  his,  with  the  rett  of 

your  friends  throughout  the  colony,  who  wifh  ^nd 
dehre  earneftiy  to  fee  your_face.  .  ■  '  ' 

“  Sir  we  are  yours,  leaving  you  unto  the  Lord, 
we  heartily  take  leave.'  •  ^ 

From  the  general  affembly  of  this  colony  of 
•  Providence-Plantations,  affembled'  in  the  town 
of  Providence  the  28th  c.f  October  1652 
.  “  John  Greene,  G'eneral  recogder.”* 

On  the  2d  of  Oftober,  the  council  of  ftate  gave 
an  order  and  wrote  letters  to  vacate  Mr.  Coddiug- 
tbn’s  comnuffion,  and  to  confirm  their  former  cha¬ 
racter  ;  v/hich  were  fent  over  by  William  Dyre. 
And  a- out  the  1 6th  of  February  1653,  he  brought 
a  letter  to  Providence,  figned  by  MefTi'S.  Sanford; 
P.aulfton,  Porter  and  William  jefferies,  requefiing' 
the  two  towns  on  the  main  to  appoint  a  time  to- 
meetthofe  on  the  ifland,  to  hear  and  a-ft  upon  the 
ftates  letters.  Providence  met  upon  the  aflair,  and' 
enquired  why  thofe  letters  were  not  brought  t® 


them 


*  Frovidenc?  Pseerds' 
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S'S.  It"  continued  to  hA  upon  the 

i)v"J  rH  ?  P^^'-tcci  from  them  ? 

the:-  ,  e  "  :'gcntshad  united  in 

the'ifl?f  f  ’  aj^peared  to  him  that 

}  ^  ^  ^  greatett  intcreft  in  the  letters  and 

F^f  i'""  Ih-dident  Smith,  William 

to  rmf-v  nO  fT  with  Dyrc,  and  ftrove 

ord7-  -1  F  o  ?  themlelves  a  dig 

miV'  confiifed  rout,  as  he  acknov/ledeed  the 
iHuders  rverc,  and  to  account  all  officers  orders  of 
court,  nuvs  and  oales  depending  as  null,  and  to 

tio?"o?  meeting  to  lay  a  new  founda- 

non  ot  government  tor  the  colony.”  This  thev 

"f.'i  fo,  but  each  tov/n  chofe  lix  com- 

P‘"'’^’f'‘-'^ct  on  february  2  cth, 

Lr"  nT  ^  thole  let: 

tcro  01  a  copy  of  them  ;  and  tlnu  if  the  Hates  orders 

verc  for  them  a!!  to  unite  again,  Mien  to  agree  up¬ 
on  a  meeting  for  that  purpofe.  Dyre  leeino-  no 
other  way  to  carry  his  'own  I'chcme,  a.ffijmed'"the 
power  to  Jumfelf  to  call  the  whole  colony  to- 
getlier  by  the  following  inftrument. 

“  Loving  friends  and  neiglibours,  thefe  are  to 
lignify  unto  you,  that  it  hath  pleafed  the  right 
^lonorabm,  the  council  of  Hate,  authorifed  by  the 
jupreme  authorify  of  the  common-wealth  of  i’no-- 
fand,  to  betruft  myfelf  with  letters  and  orders  C(  n- 
ccrning  this  colony,  and  the  welfare  thereof ;  be 
plealed  therefore  to  underfland,  that  upon  I’ucf- 
day  come  feven  night,  at  Portfmouth  on  Rhodc- 
ioand,  at_  Mr.  Baulllon’s  houfe,  I  lliall  be  there 
'  ycd  willing)  ready  to  attend  the  communication 
or  tiic  fruft  committed  to  my  charge,  unto  all  fuch 
1  ee  inhabitants  as  fiiall  there  make  their  pcrfoual 
spparance.  Given  un4;T  my  hand  tliis  prclcnf 

ft.h 
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gth  day  of  the  week,  being  the  i8th  of  February 

^  COPY  of  this  he  fent  to  each  town,  and  many 
of  the  freemen  met  on  the  faid  March  1  ft  hut  in- 
ftead  of  throwing  all  up,  they  ordered,  /hat  all 
oiheers  who  were  in  place  when  Mr._  Coddxngton  s 
commiftion  obftruefted,  Ihould  Hand  in  their  places, 
to  ad  according  to  their  former  €ommiiiions,upoa 
the  iilani  ;  and  the  reft  in  the  colony  according 
as  they  had  been  annually  chol'en,  until  a  new  ela¬ 
tion  a>.cordlng  to  former  order.”  The  commifli- 
oners  met  again  at  Pawtuxet  on  March  9th,  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  aniwer  of  their  ineflengers  from  theillano, 
who  reported  what  was  done,  but  that  they  couia 
not  obtain  fo  much  as  a  copy  of  thofe  letters  liom 
Eno'land.  Upon  .which  they  fent  again  theretor, 
and  alfo  a  propofal  of  joining  with  the  to%yns  oix 
the  illand  in  the  next  eledion,  if  they  would  agree 
to  it  in  their  former  method,  and  give  tliem  ten 
days  notice.  By  fomc  means  fucli  notice  was  not 
civen,  therefore  the  two  towns  on  the  main  luet  at 
iWidence,  May  17  th,  1653,  and  elcded  their  of¬ 
ficers.  An  aftembly  met  at  the  fame  tinre  on  the 
illand,  and  chole  Mr.  Sanford  thcii  picfident,  ana 
fome  freemen  coming  from  the  main,  they  chofe 
an  afliftaat  for  each  town  in  the  colony.  ^  And 
they  fent  Mr.  James  Barker,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Knight  to  Mr.  Coddington,  to  demand  the  ftatute 
book,  and  book  of  records.  And  as  it  was  then  a 
time  of  war  betwixt  England  and  Holland,  and  a 
mention  was  made  of  it  in  the  letters  which  coii- 
firmeti  their  charter,  Dyre  thought  to  rnake  his  ad¬ 
vantage  thereby,  and  procured  commiffions  for 
himleft,  Capt.  Underhill,  and  Edward  Hull,  to  act 
againft  the  Dutch  in  America  ;  and  fome  cannon 
with  twenty  rneu  were  fent  tu.  the  EngliHx  on  tlis 
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caft  Long-Ifland,  to  enable  them  to  id- 

t  ^m.  _  1  his  alarmed  Providence  colony,  who  met 
again  in  ame,  and  a  third  time  at  Warvvick,  .on 

<T*  *r  anm-ered  a  letter  from 

th.  ..laiTachaletts,  and  remoniirated  againft  hdn^ 

^  wrote  to 

Mr  Widiams  an  account  of  Dyre’s  conduct,  and 

of  their  beiiig  ui-gea  to  give  up  their  former  aftinsrs 

as  nml ;  but  lay  they,  being  ftili  in  the  Ihme  ordei: 

you  e  t  us,  and  oble'rving  tvyo  great  evils  that  fuch 

a  courk  would  bnng  upon  us.  Firft,  the  hazard  of 

evolving  m  all  the  diforders  and  blood- Ihed  which 

have  been  committed  on  Rhode-Ifland  lince  their 

feparation  from  us.»  Secondly,  -the  invading  and 

ffi^i-atuig  ot  jufticc  in  divets  wei^ty  caulcs  then 

orderly  depending  m  our  courts,  m  Ibrne  of  which 

caules  nlr.  Smith,  prendent,  William'  Field,  &'c 

■^re  deeply  concerned therefore  thev  could  net 
yield  tojuch  a  motion.  *  ■ 

,,  Before  we  proceed  further  upon- their  affiiirs, 

lome  tranfaifliOns  in  tlie  MaiTachulctts  call  for  ouV 

attcnticn. 

Colony  -record!.  To  give  a  dear  idea  of  their 
diniculties  I  would  inlerc  the  following  tltiogs. 

“  The  24th  of  the  tint  month  called  March,  in  the  vea-  tfo 
commonly  called)  1637-8  Memorandum,  that  we  Caiionius  and 
ivliantinomo,  the  two, chief  facheciii  of  the  Narraganfct,  tv  vir- 
tae  of  our  general  command  of  this  bay,  as  alfo  the  pan'icular 
,.o©jcfting  of  the  dead  iachem  ot  Aquedne-ck  and  Kitackamuckqut, 
themfeivcs  and  lands  vmto  u.s,  have  fold  to  Mr.  Coddington  and 
his  friends  united,  onto  him,  the  great  ifland  of  A-iacdneck,  las 
wg  hence  eaftward  in  this  bay,  as  alio  the  marihor  grafs  epo; 

OMinimniimif  anrl  rk,*  r,.I+  rJ  ,1...  .l:.  1  .  -  ■ 
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dence)  alfo  the  grafs  upon  the  rivers  and  bounds  abv  - 1  KiteUa-., 
muckqut,  and  from -thence  to  Paupufquatch,  for  the  i'..ll  pai  mcnt 
«1  forty  faiiioisi  of  ivhiK  beads,  u  be  eojaliy  divided  l«wcc;i 


its 


VVitnefs  our  hands. 

The  mark  t  of  CanonicuS, 

The  mark  t  of  Miantinomo.  , 
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Their  mlnifter,  have  often  tried  to  peri 

Attention.  of  the  onsfinal  lan- 

fuade  people,  wrote  in  is  the  caufe  why 

guages  that  .-Ijg  principles.  How  well 

any  embrace  t  p  •  P  with  the 

will  Julge,  and  wha. 
follows  may  afford  further  light.  . 

r .  >  r  iv'e  have  here  fubferibed.  Item,  that 

us  ;  in  witnefs  ^  coats  and  tweaty  hoes  to  the 

""o«  .h™f.w.  torn  off  *= 

In  prefcnce  of. 

The  mark.  X  of  YotuefH, 

Roger  Williams, 

Randal  Holden,  .  , 

The  mark  t  of  AiTotemuit^ 

The  mark  jj  of  Mihanimoh^ 

.<  Memorandum  •  !ha"t  Ofeniaqulri  Peely  enhfent 
liam  Addington,  and  his  friends 

f..thoms^of  w^mpum^s  gr«m^  The  mark  X  of  Ofamaquin.’" 

itneis,  2  Holden. 

V  a  A  trt  Rrsfl-on  where  they  fent  alter  Him,  anu  pf 

he  ned  to  Kotton,  wncit  j  .  in  the  prefenCQ 

fel  The  mitin  inftance  of  bloo,i.Jhed  above  refered  to.  was  o. 
fnrinciple  inhabitant  of  Newport,  who  was  charged  a  ca^ 
taf  crime  before  A  town- meeting,  and  was 
and  carried  forth  and  fhot  to  death  in  their  pi  -ictiv..  ,  J 

of  Providenest  .  ^  ^ 
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nnt  prciidcnt  of 
1  A  ^  %-S  “  He  was  titted  from  tile 

.ha, .  way,  reported  to  be  an  able  proficient  both  in‘ 
the  Hebrew,  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  an  or- 
thodos  preacher  of  the  truths  of  dirilt,  and  very 

move  the  affections.”* 
r^.nA  fpeakmg  cf  Mr.  Dunflar’s  being 

made  preadent  m  1640  fays,  “  Under  whom,  thu 

which  was  betore  but  at  beR/c/.oIa  ilhjlra,  grew  ta 

a  college,  and  ffourifli. 

cd  m  .he  protefiion  of  all  liberal  fdences  for  many 

Sm  I  o  -Pon  the  New-EnglLS 

pulm-boQK  fays,  “  for  a  further  improvement  i^ 

committed  to'the  Rev.Mr.  HenryDunftar,  pre- 

J  maf. 

known'-  that  hath  been 

was  brought  foTaf  this  year 
-rt,^  he  not  only  forebore  to  prefent  an  infant 

of  Ins  own  unto  baptifm,  but  alfo  thought  him- 

mif  under  fome  obligatloh  to  bear  Ins  tefiimony  in 
lomefermons;  againlt  the adminiftration  of  baptifm 
to  ^hatjhever.’^  His  brethren  were  lb 

•vehemetrt  and  violent  againft  him  therefor,  as  to  de- 
hre  him  to  ceafe  preaching  there,  and  procured  his 
removal  both  from  his  olhee  and  from  his  living  in 
the  town  ;  |  and  hir.  Jonathan  Mitchel,  their  mi- 
nilter  at  Cambridge,  wrote  December  24th,  i6c2 
l  hat  after  1  came  from  him,  I  had  a  ftrano-e  exi 
perience  ;  1  found  hurrying  and  preffmg  fuggeff 

,  T  ,  r  tions 

jonnron,  pag;e  i68. 

!'  Princes  preface  to  hts  own  \'’ernon  of  the  pfalins, 

Gowrnor  Dudly  died,  July  3ifi,  1653,  with  thefe  lines  in 
his  pocket,  VIZ. 

Let  men  of  God  in  courts  and  churches  tx'atck 
O^er  fitch  as  do  a  toleration  hatch,'* 


( < 
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tions  a^ainft  peedo-baptifm,  and  injected  fciuples  and 
tho’ts  whither  the  other  way  might  not  be  right, 
and  infant  baptifm  an  invention  of  men,  and  whether 
I  might  with  good  confcience  baptize  children,  and 
the  like.  A.nd  thefe  thoughts  were  darted  in  with 
fome  imprellioa,  and  left  a  ftrange  conlulion  and 
ficklinefs  upon  my  fpirit.  Y et  methougnt,  it  was 
not  hard  to  difcern  that  they  were  from  the  h j/ll, 
ONE.  Firft,  becaufe  they  were  rather  injected, 
hurrying  fuggeilions,  than  any  deliberate  tho  ts, 
or  bringing  any  light  with  them.  Secondly,  be¬ 
caufe  they  were  unreafoJiabk  ;  interrupting  me  in 
my  lludy  for  the  fabbath,  and  putting  my  fpiiit 
into  confulion,  fo  as  I  had  mucn  ado,  to  do  ought 
in  ray  fermon.  It  was  not  now  a  time  to  ftudy 
that  matter  j  but  when  in  the  formei  part  of  the 
week,  I  had  given  myfeif  to  that  ftudy,  the  more 
I  ftudied  it,  the  more  clear  and  rational  light  I  faw 
for  peedo-baptifm,  but  now  thefe  fuggeilions  hur¬ 
ried  me  into  fcruples. - -It  was  a  check  to  my 

former  felf  confidence,  and  it  made  nxQ  fearful  to  go 
needlefsly  to  Mr.  D.  for  methought  I  found  a  ve- 
num  and  poifon,  in  his  iniinuations  and  difeourfes 
peedo*haptfni>  1  refolved  aifo  on  Mr.  liooker  s, 
principle,  that  1  would  have  an  argument,  able 
to  remove  a  mountain,  before  I  would  recede  fiom, 
or  appear  againft  a  trpth  or  praclice  received  a- 
raong  the  faithful.’*  * 

^lery.  How  did  he  know  but  that  his  hurry 
and  darknefs  was  caufed  by  the  oppofition  of  his, 
heart,  and  the  inieclions  of  the  devil  againlt  the 
truth  ?  Can  any  thing  be  more  unreafonabk  than 
Kis  conclufion  drav/n  from  the  time  of  his  fcruples  ? 
The  fact  was  juft  this  ;  in  his  own  ftudy  he  tho’t 
he  faw  a  light  for  infant  baptilin,  but  when  he 

camc\ 

^  Michel’s. life,  psge  67— 
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came  to  converfe  with  a  gentleman  who  knew 
more  than  he  did,  it  raifed  icruples  in  his  mind  a- 
bout  that  practice.  But  where  was  the  modefty 
of  a  youth  not  thirty  years  old,  when  he  accufed 
one  of  the  rnoft  venerable  fathers  of  that  age,  of 
having  vmum  and  poifmi  in  his  difcourfes,  only’be- 
caufe  his  own  felf-confidence  was  Ihocked  thci  eby  \ 
Sure  I  am  that  If  any  baptih  minifter  had  told  fuch 
a  itory,  and  that  it  made  him  fiqrfu!  of  going  near 
u  learned  gentleman,  whofe  arguments  had  bro-t 
liim  to  fcrup’ie  whether  he  had  not  been  educated 
in  a  wrong  way,  but  that  he  veas  refoivtd  to  have 
an  argument  able  to  ivor^  mira-ctes  before  he  woul4 
leave  it,  the  other  parcy  would  then  have  had  fuch 
grounds,  to  charge  the  baptift  with  ‘wUfulnejs  and 
upon,  as  they  never  yet  had,  ’ 
Rigedness  is  a  word  that  both  epifeopaiians 
and  preibyterians  have  often  caft  upon  our  Ply- 
piouth  fathers.  Yet  the  Mailachufetts  now  dif. 
covered  fo  much  more  of  that  temper  than  they, 
that  Mr.  Dunftar  on  Oedober  24,  1654,  rcligned 
his  efSce  among  them,  and  removed  and  fpent  his 
remaining  days  at  Scituate,  in  Plymouth  colony. 
And  it  feems  remarkable  that  Mr.  Charles  Chaunev, 
who,  though  he  alk)vved  believers  to  bring  their  in¬ 
fants,  yet  held  that  baptifm  was  dipping  ;  was  on, 
the  27th  of  November  following,  made  prefident 
of  Harvard  College  in  hlr.  Dunftar’s  room.  *  Me. 
Chauncy  was  born  in  Hartfordfliire  in  1589  ;  was 
educated  in  the  univerlity  of  Cambridge  ;  “  was  in- 
yompa.rabiy  well  flciiled  in  cJl  the  learned  languages^ 
efpeciaily  in  the  oriental,  and  eminently  in  the  He¬ 
brew  ;  in  obtaining  whereof,  his,  converfation  with 
a  jew  for  the  fpace  of  a  year,  was  no  little  advan- 
He  was  fuccefsfui  in  Hre  miuLftry  at  Wate 

in 

®  Magualis^  L90L  R.  page  j  s  S. 
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in  England  .ill  being  P—.  jf^ba.dng  EA 
5;;lu.h.  in  .638  1  pi-  he  preacw 

fe"mred\TdVe«f=l  a^Scituate^  where,  upon 
his  lErthe  charge  of  that  Sock,  he  preached 
i'n^m  thaAext,  Wifdom  hath  fent  forth  her  maidens 
bn  reding  in  hi  difconrfe  upon  fomc  compU- 
ences  with  the  High  commiffion  “nrt  that  he  ted 
been  {ruiity  in  his  own  country,  he  with  tears  Imd, 
Alas  cLiftians  I  am  no  maiden  !  my  foul  hath, 
been  deft  cd  with  falfe  worihip  1  how  wonder- 
ous  is  the  free  grace  of  the  Lord  Jelus  Chnft, 
that  1  fhould  ftill  be  employed  among  the  maid^ 
of  wifdom  !”  upon  an  invitation  from  hjs  pj^ 
T)le  at  Ware,  he  now  came  to  Bolton,  with  a 
L„  of  returning  to  them,  when  the  overfars  ^ 
tie  college,  “  by  their  vehement  importunity  p  ^ 
vailed  with  him  to  accept  the  government  oi  Aat 
focietv  ”  *  Where  w'e  will  leave  him,  tih  w  e  ihaU, 
have  further  occalion  to  mention  his  teftimony  a- 

gainft  degeneracy  in  our  land.  _ 

*  Mr.  Williams  had  many  enemies  and  diEcuh 

ties  to  encounter  with,  in  pleading  for  the  rights  o 
his  colony, but  was  wonderfully  fupported  and  car- 
ried  throlgh  them  all ;  of  wllieh  fome  account  1^: 

o-iven  in  the  following  letter.  ,  „  ,f 

®  From  Sir  Henry  Vane’s  at  7  April  ift.  S3  (i® 
Bellea-.  in  Lincolnfliire.  5  called.) 

«  My  dear  and  loving  friends  and  neigbours  cf 

Providence  and  Warwick  *,  our  noble  friend  Sir 

Henry  Vane,  having  the  navy  of  England  moitly 

depending  on  his  care,  and  going  down  to  the  navy 

at  Portfmouth,  I  was  invited  by  them  both  to  ac- 

company  his  lady  to  Lincolnfhire,  where  1  mall  yet 

Itay 

/ 

^  IVld.  page  134— 1 36*  , 
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flay  as  I  fear  until  the  fhip  is  gone  •  I  mnft 

high  Wd  of  fa  ao'd  I'indTo  briTg'’’? “jh 

ftipanddea  M,-.  Dyre  uotoyoH.lad  f4h  hfa  ,ho 

ouna  s  ettens,  which  ani'wer  the  petition  Sir  Hen 
■  matSrnf  us,  for  the  confirl 

Seafrtrrf^ti  Jhis^determinatipn  you  may 
firuaions  iT  bindered  by  two  main  ob^ 

Tv  .  r  I  .  filft  IS  the  niig’hty  war  with  the 
Dutch,  which  makes  England  and  Holland  and  the 
nanons  ttenAle  :  Thfa  L.h  .oado  the 

fit  Sir  Henry  Vane  and  two  or  three  more  as  com- 
^i.uoners  to  manage  the  war,  which  they  have 
4one  with  much  engaging  the  name  of  God  with 
them,  who  Iiath  appeared  in  helping  fixty  of  ours 
againft  almoft  three-hundred  of  their  men  of  war 
and  perchance  to  the  finking  and  taking  about  one’ 
hundred  o.  theirs,  and  but  one  of  ours  which  was 
tunk  by  our  own  men.  Our  fecond  obftrucdion  is 
the  oppofition  of  our  adyerfaries,  Sir  Arther  Hafel-’ 
ng  and  Colonel  Fenwicke,  who  hath  married  his 
daughter,  Mr.  Winflow  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  both  in 
great  place  ;  *  and  all  the  friends  they  can  make  in 
the  paniament  and  council,  and  all  the  priells  both, 
■prelbyterian  and  independant ;  fo  that  we  ftand  as 
two  armies  ready  to  erigage.  obferving  the  motions 
and  poftures  each  of  other,  and  yet  fliy  each  of 
other.--— Under  Gpd  the  fheet  anchor  of  our  fhin 
ss  Sir  Henry,  ryho  will  do  as  the  eye  of  God  leads 
him,  and  he  faithfully  promiied  me  that  he  would 
pbferve  the  motion  of  our  biew-Kndand  bufmelV 
while  1  flayed  fome  ten  weeks  with  his  lady  i,a 

^  .  Lincolnfhire. 

jt  JyinfloA^  died  is  she  Weft^Iadies  in  165^, 
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Eincolnfliire,  Befide  here  is  great  thoughts  and 
preparation  for  a  new  parliament  ;  fome  of  our 
friends  are  apt  to  think  another  parliament  will 
more  favor  us  and  our  caufe  than  this  has  done. 
You  may  pleafe  to  put  my  condition  into  your 
fouls  cafes  ;  remember,  1  am  a  father  and  an  hui- 
band  ;  I  have  longed  earneftly  to  return  with  the 
laft  fhip,and  with  thefe,yet  I  have  not  been  willmg 
to  withdraw  my  flioulders  from  the  burthen  lealt  it 
pinch  others,  and  may  fall  heavy  upon  all ;  except 
you  are  pleafed  to  give  to  me  a  difeharge.  If  you 
conceive  it  neceflary  for  me  ftill  to  attend^  this  fer-* 
vice,  pray  you  confider  if  it  be  not  convenient  that 
fny  poor  wife  be  incouraged  to  come  over  to  me, 
and  to  \vait  together  on  the  good  pleafure  of  God 
for  the  end  of  this  matter.  You  know  my  many 
weights  hanging  on  me  ;  how  my  own  place  ftands, 
and  how  many  reafons  I  have  to  caufe  me  to  make 
hafte,  yet  i  would  not  lofe  their  eftates,  peace  and 
liberty,  by  leaving  haftily.  I  write  to  my  dear 
wife,  my  great  deUre  of  her  coming^  while  I  ft  ay  ; 
yet  left  it  to  the  freedom  of  her  fpirit,  becaufe  of 
the  many  dangers  ;  truly  at  prefent  the  feaS  are 
dangerous,  but  not  comparably  fo  much  nor 
likely  to  be,  becaufe  of  the  late  great  defeat  of  the 
Dutch,  and  their  prefent  fending  to  us  offers  of 
peace.  My  dear  friends  although  it  pleafed  God 
himfelf,  by  many  favors  to  incourage  me,  yet  pleafe 
you  to  remember,  that  no  man  can  ftay  here  as  I 
do,  leaving  a  prefent  employment  there,  without 
much  fclf-denial,  which  1  befeech  God  for  moie, 
and  for  you  alfo,  that  no^  private  refpetls’  or  gains 
or  quarrels  may  caufe  you  to  neglect  the  public 
and  common  fafety,  peace  and  liberties.  I  befeech 
the  blefled  God  to  keep  frefh  in  your  thoughts 
y/hat  lie  hath  done  for  Providence-Flantations^ 

My 
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My  dear  refpeds  to  yourfelves,  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren  y  1  beieech  the  eternal  God  to  be  leen  amongft 
you  ~So  prays  your  moft  faithful  and  afiec- 
tionate  friend  and  fervant.  Roger  Williams.” 

P.  S,  My  love  to  all  my  Indian  friends* 

As  men  of  all  tempers  and  fentiments  had  re- 
fbrted  to  that  colony,  and  there  had  been  from 
various  quarters  fuch  interruptions  ot  a  regular  ad- 
miniftfation  of  government  as  have  been  mention-, 
cd,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  many  diibrdcrs 
appeared  among  them,  of  which  enemies  to  their 
liberties  did  not  fail  to  make  all  the  advantage  they 
could.  Mr.  Williams  attended  upon  the  difficult/ 
and  important  affairs  of  his  agency  another  year, 
and  then  leaving  the  caufe  there  with  Mr.  Clarke 
and  other  friends,  he  came  over  to  take  care  of 
things  here  ;  and  brought  with  him  the  follow^ 
ing  epiftle,  viz. 

Loving  and  chrijlian  friends^ 

I  COULD  not  refule  this  bearer,  Mr  Roger  Wil¬ 
liams,  my' kind  friend  and  ancient  acquaintance, 
to  be  accompanied  with  thefe  few  lines  from  my-* 
felf  to  you,  upon  his  return  to  Providence  colony  ; 
though  perhaps  my  private  and  retired  condition, 
which  the  Lord  of  his  mercy  hath  brought  me  in¬ 
to,  might  have  argued  ftrongly  enough  for  my 
filence  ;  but  indeed  fomething  1  hold  myfelf  bound 
to  fay  to  you,  out  of  the  chriftian  love  I  bear  you,  . 
and  for  his  fake  whofe  name  is  called  upon  by  you 
and  engaged  on  your  behalf.  How  is  it  that  there 
are  fuch  divifions  ainongft  you  ?  Such  headinefs., 
tumults,  diforders,  injuflice  r  The  noife  echoes  into 
the  ears  of  all,  as  well  friends  as  enemies,  by  every  •. 
return  of  fhips  from  thofe  parts.  Is  not  the  fear 
and  awe  of  God  amongft  you  to  reftrain  ?  Is  no!: 
the  love  q{  Chrift  in  you  to  fill  you  with  earning 

bowels 
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j  ^nd  conftniln  you  not 

bosvels  one  towards  a.  ^ 

to  live  to  youiaelves  ^  ^  there  no  wife  raeii 

dunce  can  Imd  out  ioiiac  ^  ^^-felves,  before 
reconciliacioii  for  ^  f  eLnnes  ?  tifpecially 

Aate  by'  he  from  the  council 

i.  Itc  YOU  vour  freedom,  as  fuppofing 

W;  when  kind  and  limple  remedies 

ind  4e  ineffea>ul,  it  fpeak,  loud  aad 
broadly,  the  high  and  rncurablet  But  I 

u  h^tte”  thimrs  from  you,  though  I  thus  pea  , 
^“S'llJou  d  be  ip°t  to  think,  that  by  comnumoners 

agreed  on  j";  ,  general  meeting,  fuch  a 

T-nd  »mlon  fatlrfaftion  might  artfe,  .a 
union  might  put  a  Hop  to  your 

fhruusy;”^  a„a\lift,°aalons,  Bence  your  e- 

growing  otk-ac  f,.:  ,ngs  luinor  the  name  ot 

neniiea,  enconrageimm  Hafpheiued  by 

God  »  refrelb  aud  revive 

ff-  M  heart  ot‘  him.  who  mourns  over  y°uc  Pre- 

fe’m  ivils,as  being  your  affe&oiute  friend,  to  ^c.ve 

iv‘£.nX'8t4  ef  refr«r,,  >6S,T*- 
W .  -r  H  this  Mr.  Williams  returned  cO  1 1  oa 
but  at  full  met  with  fuch  treatment  as  caufed  mil 
Jo  addLfs  the  town  in  the  folloaying  mannei. 

“  m-//  belrJzd  friends  and 
*c  I  like  a  man  in  a  great  fog  ;  ^ 
yvell  how  to  ftear.  I  feai'  to  run  upon  the  lock. 

IP 

^  GoDicd  from  ihs  ongirul  kuer. 
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viz.  to  keeo  I  n  ^‘0> 

people,  not  inflaved  to  the  bondao-ps  qr-w  '  ’  '  V 

«>e  E„  Ji'/l,  id  ,t  k"‘'  ^“0  oppreUions  of 

Avihons  and  diforders  within  oi  r^ekU  q 
let  the  firft  ften  nf  r  vr!  ,  f  I 

P.m:p,  and  have  maintained  <1  charo-abJe  nd  ? 
o-dous  correfpondance  with  .1^0  ^  ,--  ^  ^■ 

Ipent  a  irudi:  f'-p  vp-rc  !■•  •  >  and 

land  tn  l'pp  t  V'"-'  the  hate  of  En-. 

’V hat  hav-  i  rp-^n^  !  o  f  ?•  -t-nglah  againh  as, 

•  ,,  ^  ‘  of  tne  root  of  b.  in^-  ’ 

b  f'  5""?  “  ir"'‘‘”"  ■’"<<  to-o-ntiPi 

andforrow  aiiH  bitLcrnp^l’  !  II  ^ 

charged  oith  foliy  to,-  mA!  i  [ 

»hici.  1  havo  ,,|,,k,  ,'f  , T.,  ■  i  “  "T 

eqnahity  both  in  im-1  n"  ’  '  -'^ben-y  and 

f  *  '  iu  ictiJCl  and  rn  k  ]  K 

t  u!_  as  any  man  s  coat  upon  his  back)  evithout  re^ 
ferving  to  myleif  a  foot  of  land,  or  an  inch  of  vo  re' 
J^nany  matter  more  tlian  to  my  fervants  ancl 
grangers.  R  hath  been  told  me  ‘that  I  labored 

T  ,  ^  contentious  people  •  that 

I  have  fooiuhly  parted  with  town  aifd  Colony 
advantagp,  by  avhich  I  might  have  preferved  both 
town  and^  colony  m  as  good  order  as  any  in  the 

been  crafurcd*^  ?’  ‘  ten  times  more  I  have 

i«cn  cenfured  for,  and  at  this  prefent  am  called  a 

trauor  byonc  party,  againfl  the  ftate  of  Eimlamf 

for  not  mamtammg  the  charter  and  the  co?on>  •’ 

!!  -r'n  ^  as  baniihed  by 

>om  :eives,  ana  tnat  both  fides  wiflied  that  I  mioht 

never  have  landed,  that  the  hre  of  contenden 

niiglit 
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migrht  havelvdd  no  flop  in  burning.  Indeed  the 
word^  have  been  fo  ihaip  i)etwceu  niyrcir  and  loaie 
lately,  uiat  at  Jait  I  was  forced  to  lay,  Ifoey  might: 
weiriii  nee  ali  complaints  it  i  once  began  to  coni-, 
plaunwho  was  unfortunately  fetched  and  diawri 
from  iny  employment,  and  lent  to  to  vail  dulance 
from  my  family  to  do  your  work  of  a  high  and 
coillv  nature,  lor  io  many  days,  and  weeks,  and 
months  together,  and  there  lelt  to  ftaive,  or  iteal, 
or  beg,  or^orrow  But  bleffed  be  God  who  gave 
me  favor  to  borrow  one  while,  and  to  work 
another, amd  thereby  to  pay  oui  debts  theix,and  to 
come  over  with  your  credit  and  honor,  as  an  agent 
from  you,  who  had  in  your  name  grappled  with 
the  agents  and  friends  of  ali  your  enemies  round 
aboiit^you.  I  am  told  that  your  oppolites  thought 
on  me,  and  provided  (as  I  may  lay)  a  fpunge  to. 
wipe  off  your  fcorcs  and  debts  in  England,  but 
that  it  was  obftrucled  by  yourfelves,  who  rather 
meditated  on  means  and  new  agents  to  be^  lent 
over  to  crols  what  Mr.  ClarKc  and  1  obtained# 
But  gentlemen,  blefTcd  be  God  wdio  faileth  not^ 
and  bleffed  be  liis  name  for  his  wonderful  P  ro« 
VIDENCES  by  which  alone  this  towm  and  colo¬ 
ny,  and  that  grand  caufe  of  truth  and  free- 
poxvr  OF  CONSCIENCE  hath  been  upiiel  1  to  this 
day.  And  bleffed  be  his  name  who  hath  again 
quenched  fo  much  oi  our  fires  hitherto,  and  hath 
brought  your  names,  and  his  own  name  thus  rar 
out  of  thedirt  of  fcorn,  reproach, foe.  1  iind  among 
vourfelves  and  your  oppofitcs  that  of  Solomon 
true,  that  the  contentions  of  brethren  (feme  that 
lately  were  fo)  are  the  bars  of  a  caftle,  and  not 
cafilv  broken  ;  and  1  have  heard  forne  of  both  lidcs 
zealoufly  talking  of  undoing  themielves  by  a  trial 

iu  England.  Truly  friends'  I  cannot  but  fear  you 

lok 
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loft  a  fair  wind  lately,  when  this  town  was  fent  to 
ior  its  deputies,  and  you  were  not  pleated  to  give 
an  overture  unto  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  about 
it ;  yea,  and  when  yourfelves  thought  tliat  I  invite 
ed  you  to  fome  conference  tending  to  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  before  the  town  ftiould  act  in  fo  fundarricn, 
tai  a  bufinefs,  you  were  pleafed  to  forefta!  that,  fo 
that  being  full  of  grief,  ihame  and  aftonfthment  ; 
yea,  and  fear  tlut  all  that  is  now  done  (efpcciaUy 
in  our  town  of  Providence)  is  but  provoking  the 
Ipiiits  of  iiien  to  fury  of  dciparation.  i  pray  your 
leave  to  pray  you  to  remember  (that  \vhicli"i  late- 


1 


/ 


your 


•rk  o 


1 


pride  cometh  conten^ 


tiov.  U  there  be  humility  on  the  one  lide,  yet  there 
IS  pride  on  the  other,  and  certainly  the  eternal  God 
will  engage  ngaiiift  the  proud  ;  I  therefore  pray 
you  to  examine,  as  i  have  done  them,  vour  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  tills  firft  particular.  Secondly,  Love 
covereth  a  multitude  of  fins.  Surely  your  charces 
and  complaints  each  againft  other  have  not  hid 
nor  covered  any  thing,  as  we  ufe  to  cover  the  na- 
Lednefs  of  tliofe  we  lovc.  If  you  will  now  pro^hfs 
not  to  have  disfranchifed  hiinranity  and  love,  but 
that  (as  David  in  another  caie)  you  will  facrilice  ta 
the  common  peace^,  and  common  fiafety,  and  com¬ 
mon  credit,  that  which  xna  v  be  laid  to  coft  voii  fom- 

✓  > 

thing,  1  pray  your  loving  leave  to  tell  you  tliat  if  I 
wmre  in  your  foiiis  cafe,  I  wmoLi  fend  unto  your 
oppofites  fuch  a' line  as  this.-- — Neigliboiirs,  at 
he  conftant  reqiiett,  and  upon  the  confiant  medi¬ 
ation  wdiich  our  neighbour  Roger  Williams,  lince 
liis  arrival,  hath  uied  to  us,  both  for  pacification  and 
accommodation  of  our  lad  dift'erences,  and  alio  up- 
p,n  the  late  endeavors  in  all  the  other  towns  for  an 
union,  wc  are  perfwaded  to  remove  our  obftruc- 
tipn  ,  viz.  that  paper  of  contention  between  us,  and 

to 
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t  (-Ilf.  Vnmls  of  our  aforef.iid  neigli- 

to  deliver  order  which  that  paper 

hour,  an  This' removed,  you  may  be  pleated 

did  occafion  :  ^  \nd  vote  in  ah  mat- 

tomeet  vnth  andd^b  grievlnces  had  not  been  a- 
ters  with  us  as  d  luch 

®  by^free  debate  and  conter- 

ous  whicnweoiuieive.  J  p,  ,  iudgred  and 

encc  cannot  compote,  we  offer  to  be  ju  g 
r'^nfnred  bv  four  men,  uhich  out  o  y  i  ,j, 

SfcoTonvloii  lliall  choofetwo.and  we  the  othei. 

G  ^TLcMEtt.  1  only  add,  that  I  crave  your  lov. 

•  tn  vour  bold  but  true  friend, 

ing  pardon  to  youi  do  q 

Tnts  addrefs  had  the  defired  effed  ;  and  when 
IHIS  aaareis  Williams  had  a 

the  town  came  together,  and  _ 

full  hearing  of  the  cafe  he, m  tnc 
drew  an  anivver  to  Sir  Henry  Vane_s  on  ^ 

waft  27th,  .6sn,  vdiieh  now  remains  oa.vcotd  m 

his  own  hand  v/ritiag  as  follows  : 

a  Q  J 

<£  Although  we  are  agrieved  at  your  late  re¬ 
tirement  from  the  helm  of  public  affairs,  yet  we 
rHoice  to  reap  the  fwcet  fruits  of  your  reft  in  your 
pbu^and  loving  lines,  moft  feafonably  Cent  unto 
Ss  I’hus  the  fun  when  lie  retires  his  bnghtne.* 

from  the  world,  yet  from  under  the  ';;f 

perceive  his  prefence, and  enjoy  fome  light  and  heat, 

and  fweet  refreihings-  Sir,  youi 
reded  to  all  and  every  particular  town  of  this  f  1  ovi 
dcnce  colony.  Surely  Sir  among  the  P^' 

videncesot  the  moft  High  toward  this  tovvn  of 
Providence,  and  this  Providence  colony  w.  can¬ 
not  but  fee  aoparantly  his  gracious  ban  ,  p.ovi 
ino-  vour  honorable  felf  for  fo  noble  and  true  a 

dPndto  an  out-caft  and  defpifed  people,  hrom 

thc“  licii  bcslUDg  cf  tl*  Providence  co!<™y,  (oc 
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cafioned  hj  the  banifhnient  of  foire  In  .i.'  ’ 

from  the  Maflachuietts)  we  fw  !  r 
very  day,  we  irnw  rcapid  thc  tvclTln^^  ? 

Oh  Sir  I  whenk^  thca  is  t 

your  bow,  and  (hot  your  flans' "  ')T- 

«ow  agaiuft  us  ?  Whence 

with  tiivihon-s,  difordcrs,  &c^  Si/'^we 

pray  y„o,-ge„dc  acccpunce  of', H.r  u™ 

diftracled  bv  the  ambkbuw  difturbed  and 

amongft  ouWelves. '  Sir  vve“ 

der  until]  Air.  Ccddifla^nn  r'  ^ <-omplcat  or- 

fdfdenyma-  fnirh  w  T  public 

wi)  ..!g  ipint  vvuich  you  con-mf-n.^  .• 

With  no  lefs  cvant  of  a  public  S 
by  party  contentions  wTh  I'lr^r 
W„s  i^r-aScd  to  b,.i„g-;w  Enili“§“  ktSa 
ot  the  council  of  hate  for  our  re-unitin-rc  L  h 
for  a  recruit  to  himfelf  by  other  rnen’s^^wd-  ?S 

&7. d^fli  "77  a„d7“tffion“t 

farv  frd  nn^'  H  others,  in  inoft  unnecci: 

and  French  S  1  ^^^^h 

whoprotcfted  againii  fuch  abufe  of  mi r  power 
froni  Lnglaad  ;  and  the  end  of  it  is  to  the  ft 'me 

i^irth'r^'  of  bimielf,  and  the  very  EngliPu  nVmw, 
as  all  thele  parts  do  wunefs.” 

lav  amwer  is  (that  we  may  not 

bll  Tfw  backs)  that  poill. 

and  In  i  cndered  many  of  us  waniou 

*  A  .  Lovities  as  any  people  that  we  cai-t 

hear 
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hear  of  under  the  whole  heaven.  We  have^^not 
on  V  been  long  free  (together  with  all  New-Eng- 
]anJ)  from  the  iron  yoke  of  wolviili  bifiiops,  and 
their  popiih  ceremonies  (againft  whofe  cruel  op- 
preiTions  God  raifed  up  your  noble  fpirit  in  parlia¬ 
ment)*  but  we  havefitten  quiet  and  dry,  from  the 
ftreaiU'''  of  blood  fpilt  by  that  war  ui  oui  native  coun¬ 
try.  We  have  not  lelt  tlienevv”  cnains  ofthepref- 
byterian  tyrants,  nor  in  this  colony,  have  we  been 
eonfunied  with  the  over-zealous  fire  of  the  (lo  cal¬ 
led)  godly  chriftian  magiftrates.  Sir,  we  have  not 
known  what  an  exciie  means  ;  we  have  almoft 
forgot  what  tythes  are,  yea,  or  taxes  either,  to 
church  or  common  wealth.  We  could  name  other 
fpecial  privileges,  ingredients  of  our  fweet  cup, 
which  your  great  wifeiom  knows  to  be  very  pow¬ 
er  fail  (except  more  than  ordinary  watchiiilnefs) 
to  render  the  beft;  of  men  wanton  and  forgetful. 
But  bleffed  be  your  love,  and  your  loving  heart 
and  hand,  awakening  any  of  our  ileepy  fpirits  by 
your  fweet  alarm  ;  and  blefled  be  your  noble 
family,  root  and  branch,  and  all  your  pious  and 
prudent  engagements  and  retirements.  We  hope 
you  I'liall  no  more  complain  of  the  ladning  of  your 
loving  heart,  by  the  men  of  Providence  town  or 
Providence  colonyv  but  that  when  we  are  gone, 
and  rotien,  our  poherity  and  children  after  us  fliall 
read  in  our  town  records,  your  pious  and  favora¬ 
ble  letters  and  loving  kiadneis  to  us,  and  this  our 
anfwer,  and  real  encleavour  after  peace  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  \  and  to  be  found  Sir,  your  moft  obliged, 

and 

*  When  thofe  cruel  oppreirnr??  had  regained  their  power  in 
1662,  fo  as  to  ejeft  2000  proteftant  teachers  out  of  their  places, 
they  wreaked  their  vengeance  on  this  noble  man,  fo  as  to  have 
him  publicly  beheaded  :  but  he  died  in  an  heroic  manner. 
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^nd  mofi:  humble  fervants,  the  town  of  Providence, 
ill  Providence  colony  in  New-Eno;land, 

Gregory  Dexter,  Town- Clerk. 

They  chofe  commiilioners,  who  met  with  thofe 
from  the  other  towns  on  Auguft  ^  ^  ?  when 
they  agreed  that  the  affairs  that  had  been  tranfaeded 
by  authority  in  each  town  flioald  remain  till  further 
orders  ;  and  that  for  the  future  their  government 
fhould  be  managed  according  to  their  charter  ^ 
and  that /an  affeinbly  of  fix  commillioners  from 
each  town,  fhould  tranfacd  the  bufinefs  of  making 
laws,  and  trying  their  general  affairs,  and  they 
ordered,  That  Mr.  Ezekiel  Holiman,  and  Mr. 
John  Greene,  junT,  are  to  view’^  the  general  law^s 
of  the  colony,  and  to  reprefen t  them  to  the  next 
court  of  commiiEoriers.’^  And  they  appointed  a 
general  election  at  Warwick  on  Sept.  12.*  At  that 
election  Mr.  Williams  was  chofen  prefidenc  of  the 
colony  ;  and  the  affembly  ordered,  That  Mr. 
Roger  Williams,  and  Mn  Gregory  Dexter  draw 
forth  and  fend  letters  of  humble  thankfeivinof,  to 
his  Highnefs  the  Lord  Protector,  and  Sir  Henry 
Vane,  Mr.  liolland,  and  I\Ir.  John  Clarke,  in  the 
name  of  the  colony,  and  Mr.  Williams  is  defired 
to  fiibfcribe  them  by  virtue  of  his  office.^’  Thus 
far  things  appeared  encouraging  ;  but  as  tyranny 
and  licentioufnds  are  equally  enemies,  both  to 

government 

f  ^  'provT dsr.ee  Records.— The  nsiiies  of  the  com'miilioners  who 
compofed  and  I'lgned  this  amicable  fettlemcnt  were,  Thomas 
Harris,  Gregory  Dexter,  John  Sayles,  William  Wickenden, 
John  Brown  anci  Henry  Brown,  for  Providence  ;  WilliamBaullion . 
John  Roome,  Thomas  Corneil,  John  Briggs  and  Wiiliatn  Hall, 
for  Por'fmouth  ;  Benedicl  Arnold,  Richard  Jew,  John  Coggmilb 
John  Eafton,  William  Lytheriar  d  and  Thomas  Cyould,  for  New-* 
port  ;  John  Greene  fenior,  Randal  Holden,  Ezekiel  Holiman, 
John  Greene,  jun.  JohnTownfend,  for  ^^'arwick.  Arnold  left  his 
father's  party  alPavvtuxet  and  waS  received  a  freeman  nt  Newport 
in  May  16535  after  which  he  was  greatly  nromuted  in  the  "clony. 
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I-  liKr>^^v  Mr.  WllU^tns  often 

wl  soon  afee. 

r  i  nincr  to  tllC  town  ot  JriO 

SSe  ‘n  'anl  v.m  blxd-gtiiltmfs,  and 

rn!‘ ‘f 

S=  aS  tends  to  fitch  an 

feience  is  a  rniftake,  and  whicn  I  nave  ever  du 
daliiped  and  abhorred. 

I  at  orefent  flaall  only  l^ropole  /  f  ?  -jj 

many  a  Mn  to  fea,  with  many  nundred 
oneLp,  whofe  weal  and  woe  is  common  ^  and 
5  pianre  of  a  cbmmon-wealth,  or  an  humaa 

combinadon,  or  fociety.  It  hath  fallen  ont  iomo 

times  that  both  Papifts^and  Pf ^•/^''upoa 
Turks  may  be  embamed  into  ohv.  ihip.  ^  P 

which  fop^pofal,  I  affirm  that  all  the 
feience  that  ever  I  pleaded  for,  turns  upon  tlaeie 
Jwo  hinges,  That  none  of  the  Papiits,  P^teftants, 
lews  or  Turks,  be  forced  to  come  to  the  flup  s 
irrvers  or  worlhlp  ;  nor  compelled  from  their  o^a 
mrticular  prayers  or'  worlhip,  if  they  practice  any- 
1  further  add,  that  I  never 

ftandint^  this  liberty,  the  commailcler  of  this  ihip 
ou^ht  to  command  the  fliip’s  couvfe  j  yea 
command  that  juilice,  peace  ana  iobnety  >-0  he  kepu 
and  praaifed,  both  among  the  feamen  and  all  tlm 
paffengers.  If  any  of  the  i eamen  refufe  to 
their  fervicc,  or  paffenger  to  pay  tncir  fi  eight  it 
any  refufe  to  help  in  perfon  or  purfe,  towards  the 
common  charges  or  defence  ;  if  any  i;efule  to  obey 
the  common  laws  and  orders  of  the  flup,  concern-, 
jne  their  common  peace  or  prefervation  ;  “  any 
{hail  mutiny  and  rife  up  againif  their  commanders 

and  office!-/  j  if  any  fhould  preach  or  wrife,  thas, 

^  q  tilers 
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there  ought  to  be  no  commanders  nor  offcers  be 
ca„fe  aU  are  equal  i„  Ch.ift,  theroforenl;  Safe 
c  r  ofli^ers,  no  laws  nor  orders,  no  correaricns  nor 
pundhraents  ;  I  fay, I  never  denied  but  in  fuch  cafes 

whatever  rs  pretended,  the  commander  or  com-’ 

Sanf  ‘^onTd  and  punilh  fuch 

Thi  to  their  defer  ts  and  merits, 

nis  it  fenouily  and  honetiiy  minded,  may  if  it  fo 

‘^  ^^therof  lights,  letiuiome  light  to  fuch 
as  willingly  Ihut  not  their  eyes.  I  remain  lludious 
ot  your  common  peace  and  liberty. 

r..  ,  .  lioGER  Williams.”* 

^  I  HIS  cleardefcription  of  the  difierence  between 
tivil  and  ecclcliaftical  affairs,  and  of  the  difference 
betwL^t  good  government  on  the  one  hand,  and 
tyranny  or  iicentioulnefs  on  the  other,  confirmed 
by  a  correfpondant  practice  through  fifty  years  of 
incellant  labors,  are  more  than  a  lufficicnt  bailance 
to  all  the  Handers  that  various  parties  have  caff  up- 
on  this  ancient  wicnefs  and  advocate  for  the  ri<^hts 
and  liberties  of  men,  againft  the  fuperftitionslind 
enthufeafms  of  his  day.  Having  fettled  things  as 
well  as  he  could  among  his  own  people,  he  as  pre- 
hdent  of  his  colony,  addrelled  the  general  affem- 

Diy  at  Bofton,  ia  the  following  words,  directed  t® 
their  governor. 

•‘  Providence  15.  9  month  55  (fo  called.) 

Mi/c/j  honored  &>, 

It  is  my  humble  and  earneft  petition  unto 
God  and  you,  that  you  may  be  fo  pleafed  to  exer- 
eife  command  over  your  own  fpirits  that  you  may 
not  mind  myfelf  nor  the  Englifh  of  thefe  parts, ijn- 
worthy  with  myfelf  of  your  eye)  but  only  that  face 
of  equity  (Engiifh  and  Chriftian)  which  I  humbly 
hope  may  appear  in  thefe  reprefentations  following. 

First 

f  Hiftory  of  Providence* 
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“  F  T  RST,  May  it  pleafe  you  to  remember,  that 
concerning  the  townot  Warwick,  there  lies  a  luit 
of  2000I.  damages  againft  you  before  his  highneis 
and  the  lords  of  the  council.  1  doubt  not,  if  you 
fo  pleafe,  but  that  (as  Mr.Winflow  and  mylelf  had 
well  nigh  ordered  it)  fome  gentlemen  from  your- 
felves  and  fome  from  Waj'wick  deputed, may  fiicnd- 
}y  and  eafily  determine  that  affair  between  you.  * 

“  Skcondly,  The  Indians  which  pretend  your 
name  at  Warwick  and  Pawtuxet  (yet  live  as  bar- 
beroully  if  not  more  than  any  in  the  whole  colony) 
pleafe  you  to  know  their  infolences  upon  ourfclyes 
and  cattle  (unto  20I.  damages  per  annum)  are  m- 
fuffcrable  by  Englifh  fpirits  ;  and  pleafe  you  to  give 
credance  that  to  all  thefe  they  pretend  your  name, 
and  affirm  that  they  do  not  (for  offending  you)  a- 
g-ree  with  us,  nor  come  to  rules  of  righteous  neigh- 

borliood, 

*  Thus  it  appears  that  their  invading  their  neighbors  rights 
at  Warwick,  caufdd  troubles  for  them  in  England  above  ten  years 
after,  which  Mr.Winflow  their  agent,  and  Mr,  Williams,  could 
not  quite  fettle  ;  and  tkey^  not  complying  w^ith  his  reafonable 
propofal  now,  Gorton  entered  a  complaint  againft  them  be¬ 
fore  king  Charles’s  commiifloncrs  in  1665,  in  which  hefidcs  all 
their  other  fufTcrings,  they  alledged  that  the  Mafl'achufetts  took 
away  and  fold  eighty  head  of  their  cattle,  MaJJachufetts  hijlory 
vol,  I.  123. 

The  controverfy  not  being  tlicn  fettled,  drew  confequences 
after  it  enough  to  make  our  cars  to  tingle  ;  an  account  ol  whieW 
1  perceive  was  prefented  to  kingCharles  the  feernd,  in  1679,  by 
KandalHoldenand  others,  as  agWts  from  Warwick, wherein  they^ 
after  deferibing  th<iiv  fufthring  at  Bofton,  fay^  “  and  all  this 
bccaufc  that  w'e  (being  vvithout  their  jurifdidion)  would  not  re- 
linquifli  and  forfake  the  found  docTrine  and  chriftian  principles 
taught  us  in  our  minority  in  the  church  of  England.  Upon 
which  they  go  on  to  relate  how  th^t  party  dTpofition  againft  them, 
after  exafperating  the  Narraganfets  in  Philip’s  war,  left  War¬ 
wick  defencelefs  to  the  fury  of  the  favages  ;  and  that  the  Englifla 
theuifclvesdid  them  other  great  injui  ies  afterward.  How  fhould  thefe 
things  warn  all  to  leave  off  contention  Lxfore  it  is  meddkd  with  * 
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borhood,  only  they  know  you  favor  us  not,  and 
tnerefore  lend  us  for  redreik  unto  you. 

IniRDt-Y,  Concerning  four  families  at  Paw- 
tuxet.  may  it  picaie  you  to  remeiriber  the  two  con- 
troveriies  they  have  long  (under  your  name)  main¬ 
tained  with  us,  to  the  ccnjlani  objtriiSling  qJ  all  oi  dtr 
&nd  authority  amongfi  — ^lo  obey  his  highnefles 

authority  in  this  charter,  they  lay  they  dare  not  for 
your  lakes,  though  they  live  not  by  ycur  laws,  nor 
by  your  comamn  charges,  nor  ours,  but  evade  both 
under  colour  of  your  authorify,^,r—Ec  plealed  to  con- 


fiaer  how  unfuUabie  it  is  for  yourielvcs  to  be  the 
obllrutfcors  of  ail  orderly  proceedings  amongil  us ; 
for^I  humbly  appeal  to  your  own  wildoms  and  ex¬ 
perience,  how  unlikely  it  is  for  a  people  to  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  order  and  common  charges,  when  others 
in  their  bofoms  are  by  fuch  (feeming)  partiality 
exempted  from  bothd^ 

Hh  then  obferves,  .that  there  were  in  reality  on¬ 
ly  W,  Arnold  and  Carpenter,  very  far  in  re¬ 
ligion  from  you,  if  you  knew  all,"'  v/ho  continued 
this  obftruclion  ;  and  all  their  plea  for  it  was  a  fear 
of  olfending  the  Mallachufetts.  And  lays  he,  I 
conceive  your  commerce  with  the  people  of  this 
colony  is  as  great  as' with  ;my  in  the  country,  and 
our  dangfjrs  (being  ^  frontier  peopic  to  the  barba« 
rians)  ^  are  greater  than  thofe  of  other  colonies, 
and  the  ill  confequences  to  yourfelves  would  be 
not  few  nor  fmali,  and  to  the  whole  land,  were  we 
£rft  niaflacred  or  maftered  by  them.  I  pray  your 
equal  and  favorable  refieciipa  upon  that  your  law, 
which  prohibits  us  to  buy  of  you  all  means  of  our 

Becell'ary  defence,  of  our  lives  and  families  ^  yea, 

'  « 

-When  Mr,  Willbms  firft  beg2n  smong  the  N^rraganfets^-hc 
1**^4  tightirg  men,  Callaidar^  I'cge 
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in  this  bloody  and  maffacreing  time.  We  are  in¬ 
formed  that  Uckets  have  rarely  been  denied  to  any 
EnS  of  the  country ;  yea,  the  barbarians,  though 
notorious  in  lies,  if  they  profefs  lubjeaion,  they 

.0  bJdcvoted.o  be 

the  Indian-lhambles  and  maffacres.  The  barbari¬ 
ans  all  the  land  over  are  filled  with  artillery  and 
ammunition  from  the  Dutch,  openly  and  houidly, 
and  from  the  Enghili  all  over 
fteakh,  1  know  they  abound  fo  wonderfully, 
tiieir  activity  and  infolences  is  grown  fo  high,  tha« 
they  daily  confult  and  hope  and  threaten  to  ren- 
der^  us  flaves,  as  they  long  fince  have  made  the 
Dutch.  For  myfelf,  as  through  God  s  goodneh, 

I  have  refufed  the  gain  of  thoufands  by  iuch  a 
murderous  trade,  and  think  no  law  yet  cxuii^t  a.- 
mons:  yourfelves  or  us,  fecure  enough  againft  iuch 
villany  ;  fo  am  I  loth  to  fee  fo  many  hundred,  if 
not  fome  thoufands,  in  this  colony  deftroyed  like 
fools  and  beafts  without  refiftatice.  I  grieve  that 
fo  much  blood  fliould  cry  againft  yourfelves  ;  yea, 
and  1  grieve,  that  at  this  iuftant  by  theie  flops, 
this  cry  and  the  premiiis  fhould  now  trouble  his 
hi^’-hnefs  and  his  council.  For  the  feafonable  pre- 
ventlniT  of  which  is  this  humble  addrels  prefented 
to  your  wlfdom,  by  him  who  defires  to  be  your 

unfcis^ned  and  faithful  fervant, 

Roger  Williams, 

Of  Providencer-Flantations,  prefident.” 

He  then  requefted  them  to  record  an  order 
which  the  lords  of  the  council  gave  him  upon  his 
laft  return  from  England,  for  his  free  taking  of 
£hip  or  landing  at  their  ports,  leaft,  fays  he,  ‘  iOi- 

g-etfulneii  hereafter  again  put  me  upon  inch  d if. 

trejes 
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tnfes  as,  God  knows,  I  fofFered  when  I  laft  paffed 
ougi  your  colony  to  our  native  country  ”  » 
IHE  above  were  not  all  the  tryin?  thino-s 
he  met  tvyi,  thi.,  year.  No,  Mr.  wfliam  Har* 

kn'rt  ““"i “  Freetdence 

lands,  and  who  had  proteli'ed  himlelf  a  baptift  “  ient 
his  writings  to  the  main  and  to  the  iilaid,  againib 

maAhrS  parhanaents,  Jaws,  chapters, 

a^^ifliaocs,  piuons,  punifhments,  rates,  yea,  aoainft 

all  kings  and  princes,  under  the  notion  that  the 

people  Ihould  Ihortly  cry  'out,  No  lords,  no  majiers  • 

and  in  open  court  protefted,  before  the  whole  co- 

ony  ailerably  that  he  would  maintain  his  writings 

wuh  his  hhou  .  1  his  was  done  at  the  election  ft 

Newport,  May  zed,  ,  655.  pjpon  which  the  ail 

femb  y  appointed  hkflis.  Olney,  Baolfton  and 

Koome,  todeal  wnth  him  ;  and  Mr  Williams  foon 

after  received  the  following  letter  from  the  lord 
protedor,  viz. 

Gentlemen, 

1  OUR  agent  here  hath  reprefented  unto  us  fomq 
particulars  concerning  your  government,  which 
you  j  udge  neeeffary  to  be  fettled  by  us  here,  but  by 
reafoo  ot  the  other  great  and  weighty  affairs  of 
common- wealth,  we  have  been  neceffitated  to 
de  ei  the  confideration  of  them  to  further  onpor- 
tunity ;  in  tlie  mean  time  we  are  willing  to  let  you 
know,  that  you  were  to  proceed  in  your  govern¬ 
ment  according  to  the  tenor  of  your  charter  for¬ 
merly  granted  on  that  behalf,  taking  care  of  the 
peace  and  fafety  of  thofe  plantations,  that  neither 
thiougii  inteftine  commotions  or  foreign  invalions, 
there  do  arife  any  detriment  or  difhonor  to  their 

common-wealth 

^  Mdijfachufetti  hiftory  vol  3.  page  27^  — 278, - This  year 

the  Church  of  Charleftown  began  their  dcalirigs  with  Mr.  Gould- 
tvhich  fflucd  b  fcis  gathering  the  tirfi  baptift  church  in  ffjfton. 
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common -wealth  or  yourfelves,  as  far  as  you  by 
your  care  and  diligence  can  prevent.  And  as  for 
the  things  that  are  before  us,  they  fliall,  as  foon  as 
the  other  occafions  will  permit,  receive  a  juft  and 
fiiiiicient  determination.  And  fo  we  bid  you  fare- 
wel  and  reft,  Your  very  loving  friend, 

Oliver,  P/* 

March  29th,  1655% 

To  eur  t  nifty  and  we  [Moved,  the  prefrdent,  ajif- 
tant,  and  inhabitant  of^  Rio  ode- IJl and,  togethef 
with  Narragan/et-Bay,  in  New-England. 

Hereupon  the  aiTembly  met  again,  June  28th, 
and  enacled  that,  Whereas  we  have  been  rent 
and  torn  with  divifions,  and  his  highnefs  hath  fent 
unto  us  an  exprefs  command,  under  his  hand  and 
feal,  to  provide  againft  inteftine  commotions,  by 
which  his  highnefs  noteth,  that  not  only  ourfelves 
are  dilhonored  and  endangered,  but  alio  diflionor 
and  detriment  redounds  to  the  common-wealth  of 
England  :  It  is  ordere  J,  that  if  any  perfon  or  per- 
fons  be  found,  by  the  examination  and  judgment 
of  the  general  court  of  commiffioners,  to  be  a 
ring-leader  or  ring- leaders  of  factions  or  divifions 
among  us,  he  or  they  fhall  be  fent  over  at  his  or 
their  own  charges,  as  prifoners,  to  receive  his  or 
their  trial  or  fentence  at  the  pleafure  of  his  high¬ 
nefs  and  the  lords  of  his  council.’’  I’hefe  means 
had  fuch  effect,  that  at  their  afi'embly  at  Warwick, 
in  March  following  I  find  it  thus  recorded. 

I  WxLLr  AM  CoDDiN  GTON  do  freely  fiibmit  to 
the  authority  of  his  highnefs  in  the  colony  as  it  is 
now  united,  and  that  with  all  my  heart. 

Whereas  there  have  been  differences  depend- 
ing  between  William  Coddington,  Efq;  and  Mr. 
"William  Dyre,  both  of  Newport,  we  declare  joy¬ 
fully  for  ourfelves  and  heirs  by  this  prefent  record, 

that. 
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tJiafc  a  full  agreement  and  conclufion  is  made  be^ 
tween  us,  by  our  worthy  friends,  iVir.  Baulfton, 
Mr.  Gorton,  Mr.  John  Smith  of  Warwick,  Mr. 
John  Greene,  jun.  of  Warwick,  and  Mr.  John 
Tafton  ;  and  in  witnefs  whereof  we  fubferibe  our 
liands,  and  dehre  tliis  to  be  recorded,  this  pre* 
fent  14th  of  Marchj  1655,  1656. 

William  Coddington^ 
In  the  prefence  of  William  Dyred' 
Roger  Williams,  prefident;, 

John  Roome, 

Benedict  Arnold, 

John  Greene,  jun* 

And  Harris  now  turned,  and  cried  up  goverii- 
tnent  and  magiftrates  as  much  as  he  had  cried  them 
down  before.  ^  And  being  defirous  to  make  tho¬ 
rough  work  of  it,  Mr.  Williams  wrote  again  to  the 
MafTachufetts  governor,  and  was  encouraged  by 
Idiri  to  come  to  their  aflembly  at  Bofton,  which  he 
Gid,  with  an  addrefs,  dated  May  1 2th,  wRerein  he 
fays,  Honored  Sirs,  our  firft  reqiieft  was  and  is, 
for  your  favorable  conllderation  of  the  long  and  la¬ 
mentable  condition  of  the  towm  of  Warwick, which 
hath  been  thus.  I’hey  are  fo  dangeroufly  and  fo 
vexatioufly  intermingled  with  the  barbarians,  that 
I  have  long  admired  the  wonderful  power  of  God 
in  reftraining  and  preventing  very  great  fires,  of 
mutual  flaughters,  breaking  forth  between  them. 
Your  wifdoms  know  the  inhuman  infultations  of 
thefe  wild  creatures,  and  you  may  be  pleafed  alfo  to 
imagine,  that  they  have  not  been  fpareing  of  your 
name  as  the  patron  of  all  their  wickednefs  againft 
our  Englifhmen,  women  and  children,  and  cattle, 
to  the  yearly  damage  of  6o,  8o  and  lool.  The  re¬ 
medy 
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iincdy.  under  God  u  only  your  plcafure  that  Pum- 
ham  lliail  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  town  or 
colony,  and  tiiat  ioine  convenient  w'ay  and  time  be 
fct  for  their  removal.  And  that  your  wifcloms 
may  fee  jull  grounds  for  fuch  your  wiUing;nefs,  be 
plealed  to  be  informed  of  a  reality  of  a  folema  co¬ 
venant  between  this  town  of  Warwick  and  Pum- 
hani,  unto  which,  notwithftanding  he  pleads  his 
being  drav/n  to  it  by  the  awe  of  his  fupenor 
fachems,  yet  1  humbly  offer  that  what  w^s  done 
was  according  to  the  law  and  tenor  of  the  natives 
(I  take  it)  in  all  New-England  and  America,  viz. 
that  the  inferior  fachems  and  fubjefls  Uvali  plant 
and  remove  at  the  pleafure  of  the  higheft  and 
fiipreme  fachems,  and  1  humbly  conceive  that  it 
pleafeth  the  moft  Pligh  and  only  wife  to  make  ufe 
of  fuch  a  bond  of  authority  over  them,  without 
which  they  could  not  long  fubfift  in  human  focie- 
ties,  in  this  wild  condition  w'herein  they  are,  Pleafe 
you  not  to  be  infenfable  of  the  flipery  and  danger¬ 
ous  condition  of  this  their  intermingled  co-habita¬ 
tion.  .  1  am  humbly  confident,  chat  all  theEnglifh 
towns  and  plantations  in  ail  New-Engiand  put  to¬ 
gether,  fuffer  not  fuch  moleftation  from  the  natives 
as  this  one  town  and  people.- — -Be  pleafed  to  re- 
viev/  this  copy  from  the  lord  admiral  [See  p.  197.]! 
that  this  Englilh  town  of  Warwick  ihould  proceed, 
and  that  if  any  of  yours  were  there  planted,  they 
fimuld  bv  your  autlioricy  be  removed.  And  if  the 
Engliili,  w'hofe  removes  m’c  difficult  and  charge¬ 
able,  how  much  more  thefe  vcild  ones,  who  remove 
=rvith  little  more  trouble  and  damage  than  thewfild 
beafts  of  the  wilderncfs  ?— -This  fmall  neck,  where* 
on  they  keep  and  mingle  fields  with  the  Englilhj 
's  a  very  den  of  wickednefs,  where  they  not  only 
practice  the  horrid  barbariims  of  all  kinds  of  whoi% 

li  r 
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doms,  idolatries  and  conj urations^  but  livino-  wita- 
out  all  exercifc  or  actual  authority,  and  gecting  Itore 
ot  liquors  (to  our  grief)  there  is  a  confluence  and 
rendezvous  of  all  the  v/iidcfll  and  moft  licentious 
natives  and  practices  of  the  whole  country/’  He 
then  proceeded  to  inculcate  his  other  foiiner  re- 
qiiefts,  which  now  had  their  effect*  ^ 

d’HE  journalsof  governor  Winthrop  fliews,  that 
before  they  received  Puraham  and  his  fellows  under 
their  protection, the  court  made  them  promife  to  keep 
the  fabbath,  and  to  oblerve  other  religious  niles ; 
but  this  account  iiianifefts  the  pernici  us  evil  of  in¬ 
vading  others  rights  under  the  malk  of  religion  ; 
and  they  were  awfully  requited  therefor.  Befide. 
the  manifold  troubles  that  it  colt  the  Mafladmlects 
before,  in  Plulip’s  war  ;  they  not  only  loft  more 
ot  their  fubftance  as  well  as  inhabitants  than  both 
Plymouth  and  Connecticut  colonies  together/’  | 
But  Pumham  and  his  family  had  fo  gieat  a  hand 
therein,  thac  the  difpatching  of  a  grandfon  of  his  is 
■mentioned  amang  the  heroic  exploit  of  Captain 
Deniibn,  nine  months  after  that  war  began  ; 
andPumham  himfelf  was  ^hiccouiited  the  moft  war¬ 
like  and  l>eftio]dier  of  all  theNarraganlet  iacliems 
and  he  was  fo  bloody  and  /W  through  the 

war,  that  whendie  was  killed  a  few  days  before 
Ifoilip,  .within  about  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of 
'Bofton,  he,  after  he  could  not  ttand,  catching 
hold  of  an  Englifhinan,  that  by  accident  came  near 
him,  had  done  him  a  mifehief,  if  he  had  not  been 
prelently  reicued/’  | 

No  fooner  Mi\  Williams  obtained  fuch  a  fot- 
-tiement  of  old  cantroverfies  in  the  country,  but 


new 
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,e«-  ones  arofe  in  the  follotving|.anner  George 
Fox  a  very  zealous  teacher,  had  lai 
n  England  who  from  his,  a^d  his  friends  com- 
iSfs  nu’rking  and  trembling  when  they  were 
brought  before  Gcrvafe  bennet,  ^ 

r  ivaf  becaufe  “  wMiid  him  and  his  company 
,iesI.wr/s/G„/."*  .1" 

a  number  of  his  followers  arrived  a.  boiton,  but 
were  foon  imprifoned.  Mr.  Gorton  wrote  to  Uicm 
as  I  have  related  page  130,  to  winch  ^ 

aniwer  Sept.  28th,  wherein  they  fay,  li' e^d, 
that  meafure  which  we  have  received,  waich  is 
eternal,  we  fee  thee,  and  behold  thee,  and  Lave 
s  erfs  with  thee,  in  that  which  rs  meek  nnd  ions 
end  is  not  of  this  world-nnd  rn  thnt  mcen  .ind  b  v 
fpirit  we  falute  thee,  and  own  tlia,t  of  God  in  tl  e 
which  is  waiting  for,  and  expccang  t  e  n  mg 
that  which  is  under  the  earth—the  ramomed  of  tne 
Lord  flvall  come  to  Zion  with  joy  and  gladneis,  be- 
in 'T-  redeemed  from  kindreds,  nations,  tongues  and 
people,  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  M  is  fpmt  and  hfe 
to  all  Ihcfe  that  obey  the  light,  which  from  the  life 
doth  come,  for  the  life  is  _tne  light  of  men,  and 
whofoever  believes  in  the  light  winch  they  are  en- 
lio-litened  with,  fliall  not  abide  in  darkneis,  which 
lllht  we  have  obeyed  in  coming  into  thefe  parts. 
TJie  Lord  is  come  and  coming,  to  level  tne  moun¬ 
tains,  and  to  rend  the  rocks  of  wifdom  and  know¬ 
ledge,  and  to  exalt  that  which  “d  fooliilt 

to  the  wifdom  of  the  world,  and  bleffed  fliall  thou, 
and  all  thofe  be,  who  meets  him  in  this  lus  v.mrK. 
From  the  fervants  and  mefiengers  of  tne  1.01  .u 
whom  he  hath  fent  and  brought  by  the  arm  0. 
hh  tsoosoer  into  thefe  parts  of  the  world,  for  whicii 

4  *•  Tl’’'** 
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we  fiaffer  bonds  and  clofe  imprifonment—Known 
in  the  world  by  thefe  names. 

airiftopher  Holden,  William  Brcnd, 
m  ^opeland,  Thomas 'J'hurfton.” 

1  o  tills  Gorton  v/rotc  a  reply  recited  in  nao-e 
132,  133,  and  tiiereby  as  well  as  by  what  is  in  rao-c 
141,  142,  we  may  learn  that  he  held  with  them 
about  inward  power,  perfcclion  in  this  life  and 
ading  from  grace  ^received  ;  but  w  hen  he  came  to 
be  acquainted  wnth  them,  he  did  not  concur  ivith 
them  ^  about  thee  and  thou,  and  die  names  of 
montiis  and  days  nor  in  the  more  important  arti- 
cles  of  refufmg  the  oath  of  alhegance  to  civil  ra- 
vcinmcnt,  and  a  defen  five  War.  After  his  return 
^oom  Ji.nglanc,  his  character  as  a  me.mber  of  civil 
ociet}%  and  as  a  ruler,  hands  unimpcached  in  their 
recordsi  ^  And  as  Fox  in  his  book  in  folio  had  faid, 

1  he  fcnptlircs  are  die  words  of  God,  but  Chrift 
13  the  word  t)f  God  in  inhom  they  end  And  ir  Is 
blafphen,);  [a,  an  abd.or  .aid  it  to  fo 
.on.  IS  tart  (rf  God,  for  it  comes  out  of  him,  and  re- 
joicetn  m  him  d;  which  John  Stubs  tried  to  defenn 
agamh  Mr.  Williams,  from  thofe  words,  GodbreaU: 
■ed  into  man  the  breath  of  If  ;  Gorton,  defirino-  ]i. 
berty  to  fpeak,  laid,  “  If  it  be  a.Ti.rmed  that  God 
can  be  divided,  and  that  ma;i  was  a  part  of  (ion 
the  Godhead  was  deftroyed,  and  the  ibul  of  man’ 

-——It  IS  in  the  margin,  the  breath  of  lives,  whicii 
otubs  ackilowledged/^  ^ 

On  September  211^656,  the  affembly  at  Bofron, 
wrote  lO  the  coitimillioncrs  or  trie  united  colonies, 
and  Hid,  “  Having  heaid  fomtt  me  fmee,  that  our 
.ncig-ibof  (x)loiiy  ot  Plymouth,  our  beloved  bre- 
Inren  in  a  great  part  feem  to  be  wanting  to  them- 
t  C5,  111  a  due  ackiiOwlcdgnient  and  cncouraa^^ 


ni 
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mcnt  to  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  fo  as  many  pi¬ 
ous  minifters  (how  juftly  we  know  not)  have  cie- 
lerted  their  ftations,  callings  and  relations  ;  our 
dcfire  is,  that  fome  fuch  courfe  may  be  taken,  as 
that  a  pious  orthodox  miniftry  may  be  reflated  a- 
mong  them,  that  fo  the  flood  of  errors  and  princi¬ 
ples  of  anarchy,  may  be  prevented.  Ilere  have 
arrived  amongft  us  feveral  prefons,  pro  felling  them- 
felves  Quakers,  fit  inftruments  to  propagate  the 
kingdom  of  Satan  :  for  the  fecuring  of  ourfelves 
and  our  neighbors  from  fuch  pefts  we  have  iin- 
prifoned  them  till  they  be  difpatched  away  to^  the 
place  from  whence  they  came — we  hope  that  lomc 
general  rules  may  be  commended  to  eacn  general 
court,  to  prevent  the  coming  amongft  us,  from 
foreign  places  fuch  notorious  heretics  as  ejuakers^ 

ranters,  &c.  '  ^ 

Thk.  'commiflioners  having  conudered  the  pre- 
mlfes,  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  godly  care  and 
zeal  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Maffachufetts,  to  up¬ 
hold  and  inaintain  thofe  profeffed  ends  of  coming 
into  thefe  parts,  and  of  combination  of  the  united 
colonies,  which  if  not  attended  in  particulars  afore- 
faid  will  be  rendered  wholly  fruftrate,  our  pro- 
feffion  miferably  fcandehzed,  ourfelves  become  a 
reproach  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  that  r  .  not  without 
admiration  behold  our  fudden  dercction  from 
our  firft  principles/'  From  v/hence  they  v/ent 
on  to  inculcate  what  the  Maffachufetts  had 
propofed. 

ThouctH  the  Maffachufett  rulers  knew  not  whe¬ 
ther  thofe  minifters  had  deferted  their  ftations  juft¬ 
ly  or  not,  yet  they  had  approved  of  the  fettlcnient 
of  Mr.  John  Mayo  in  Bofton,  Mr.  Edward  Bulk- 
ley  at  Concord,  Mr,  John  Reyner  al  Dovers^ who 

preached 

*■  Maffiichufctis  hillory.  vol.  3»  2S3 — 285. 
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preached  in  Rofton,  the  winter  after  he  left  PIv^ 
mouth)  Mr.  Richard  Blinnian,  at  Cape-^nn.  &c. 
ait  ot  whom  were  miriifters  in  Plymouth  colony* 
Wiien  the  colonies  confederated  together  in  164^! 
We  learn  alfo  t  .at  Mr.  John  Norton  arrived  at  Ply- 
niouth  in  1635,  where  he  preached  the  following 
Winter,  and  Mn  »Smith  their  paftor  rellgncd  his 
pace  to  him,  and  the  ciiurch  ufed  him  with  ail 
mpeef,  and  large  ofiers,  yet  he  left  them— allcdg- 
i*.ig  tliat  hu  Jpirit  could  not  tnnte  with  bimd^  He 
'%vcnt  and  fettled  iit  Ipfvvich,  but  after  Mr.  Cotton's 
death  removed  and  took  his  place  in  Bollon,  where 
he  with  his  colleague  had  not  a  little  hand 
zng  up  others  to  the  above  deferibed  mcaiures. 
Another  vigorous  hand  in  the  fame  work  wasMIr. 
Cobbet,  wiio  arrived  at  Bofton  in  1637,  wrote 
againft  the  baptifls  in  1645,  miniiler  at  Lynn, 
when  they  hjfered  there  in  1651,  but  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Rogers  took  his  place  at 
Jpfwicli,  where  the  town  on  Feb.  this  year 
voted  to  give  him  an  lool.  to  buy  or  build  him  a 
hmife^  and  taxed  all  the  inhabitants  to  pay  it. 
Jnis  being  a  new  thing  vrith  them,  feveral  perfons 
woula  not  comply  with  the  fcheme  :  I'hereforc 
deftrefs  was  made  upon  them  in  16^7.  Samuel 
Symonds,  }  *  ;  defeended  from  an  ancient  and 
honorable  family  in  bffex  in  England,  was  then 
one  of  the  Maffachufetts  magiftrates,  and  at  lafl 
died  their  deputy  governor.  Before  him  George 
Giddings  profecuted  Edward  Brown,  for  feizing 
his  pewter  forfaid  tax  :  Thejuflicc  gave  the  pbmtif 
namage  and  cofts,  for  which  judgment  he  rendered 
thefe  reafons  ;  underhand  this  to  be  about  a 
fundamental  law  Such  a  law  as  that  God  and 
nature  has  given  to  a  people  j  fo  that  it  is  in  the 

truh 
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truft  of  their  governors  in  highcft  place  and  others, 
to  preferve,  but  not  in  their  power  to  take  ^ay 

from  them.  Of  this  fort  are  thefe,  viz.  i- Elecdmn 

of  the  fuoreme  governors.  every  fu  .1^ 

fliall  and*may  enjoy  what  he  hath  a  civil  r^  £ 
unto,  fo  as  it  cannot  be  taken  from  Ey  _  a/ 

of  ffift  or  loan,  to  the  ufe  or  to  be  made  che  right 
or  property  of  another  man,  without  his.  own  h  ee 
cordent.  3.'rhat  fuch  laws,  (though  called  liberties) 
yet  more  properly  may  be  called  rights  and  in 
this  fenfe  this  may  be  added,  as  a  third  funda^ 
mental  law,  viz.  That  no  cuftom  or  precedent 
ouc^lit:  to  prevail  in  any  moral  cafe,  that  may  ap^ 
pern  to  be  finful  in  refpecT  of  the  breach  o  any 
law  of  piety  againft  the  firft  table,  or  of  nghteoui. 
nefs  againll  the  fecond. — 1  lhall  add  that  it  is 
ae-ainil  a  fundamental  law  in  nature,  to  be  com- 
pelled  to  pay  that  which  others  do  give  ;  for  then 
no  man  hath  any  certainty,  or  right  to  what  he 
hath  ;  if  it  be  in  the  power  of  others  by  pretence 
of  authority  or  without,  to  give  it  away  (when 
in  their  prudence  they  conceive  it  to  be  tor  tire 
benefit  of  the  owner)  without  his^  own  confent.-p 
The  parliament  may  tax,  and  that  juftly,  the  whole 
country  to  give  a  reward  to  one  man  fcff 
fervice,  for  they  are  betrufted  fo  to  do.  T  he 
reafon  is,  it  is  levied  upon  the  whole  country,  witrj 
their  confent,  and  for  the  immediate  benep  of  tfo€  whole. 
Kut  il  they  fhould  do  it  between  perfons  (though, 
they  Ihould  do  it  by  powei^and  the  perfon  ai  ranged 
hath  no  remedy  in  this  world)  yet  it  would  bo 
accounted  tyranny.  Is  it  not  to  take  fioiuPetci 
and  give  unto  Paul  Then  after  mentioning  tho 
hw  for  minillers  fal cries  in  page  98,  he  fays,  yet; 
the  law  was  framed  fo,  as  fuch  chuiclies  as  chofc 

to  eo  in  a  voluntary  v/ay  of  weekly  contribution-^ 
®  might 
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might  fo  continue, as  fomc  churches  in  the  country 

'  appeal  to  the  county 

cou.-.  t,  the  quetlion,  v/ith  tne  realons  each  party  hid 

for  and  agaiait  it,  was  put  to  the  generA  court 
farther  t lie  town  vote  for  giving  the  fhid  lool! 
ooLiud  the  inhaDitants,  lo  that  any  of  them  w'ho 
were  unwilling,  might  be  compelled  to  pay  it  or 
not^.  On  October  20th,  1657,  the  deputies  refoly. 
CG  K  ia  tne  negative,  which  was  non-concurrec!  bv 
the  council  ;  and  influence  enough  veas  made  the 
Hext  ddy  to  bring  a  majority'  of  the  houfe  round 
to  tae  compelling  hde, 

N  L I  rii  ER  could  they  be  content  with  ufinp'  com- 
piiltion  lacarielvcs,  but  the  coramiidoners  of  the  u*. 
nited  colonics,  wrote  to  that  of  Providence,  Sept  2 
^^5^5  to  try  to  oraw  them  into  their  meafures  to» 
Waids  the  Ciuakers.  To  this  the  afiembly  at  Forth 
mouth  gave  an  anfwer,  on  March  13th,  16 cy 
wherein  they  Whereas  freedom  of  different 

confciences  to  be  prorecled  from  inforcements  was 
the  princifial  ground  of  our  charter,  both  with  re- 
IpecT:  to  pur  humble  fuit  for' it,  as  aifo  to  the  true 
intent  of  tne  honoiable  and  renowned  parhament 
of  England,  in  granting  of  the  fame  to  us,  which 
freedom  we  fliil  priae,  as  the  greateft  happinefs  that 

men 

*  Miiyfachufetls  Juflory,  voL  3.  page  2 §7--- 308.--—---. So  hi 
Offober  1650,  thtJ  majority  of  the  hoiilc  were  againit  the  law,  to 
ban ifh  Quakers  on  pain  of  death  ;  but  the  council,  with  the  help 
pf  fome  miniffers,  at  hfi  prevailed  to  carry  it,  by  the  majority 
«>f  only  one  vote  ;  which,  when  deacou  Wozel  [or  Wifwai^  un- 
derftood  he  wept,  and  though  illnefs  caufed  his  abfeence,  yet  had 
notice  been  given  him,  hafaid,  if  be  had  not  been  able  to  go, 
hw  W'ould  have  crept  itpon  his  Kands  and  knees,'  rather  than  it  • 
^oiild  have  been.  Thus  thofe  oppredions  were  carried  on  by  a 
few  men,^againlt  the  fenfe  of  the  beii  part  of  the  community. 
Endicot,  bellingham,  Bradlireet  and  Denifon,  with  the  'iijinitters 
they  f^t  under,  were  as  guilty  in  this  refpeck  as  any.  Bi/hev's 
lU-W'Kn^land  jxUgcd,  Majadufetis  hijlory,  voL  I. 
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men  can  polTefs  in  this  worl4,  therefore  we  ftall 
for  the  preferv'ation  of  our  civil  peace  and  Older,, 
the  more  efpeciall)’’  take  notice  that  thpfe  people, 
and  any  others  that  are  here,  or  lhall  come  among 
us,  be  impartially  required,  aqd  to  our  ut^olt,  con- 
ffraincd  to  perform  all  ciyil  duties  rec|ui4tO--~-And 
in  cafe  they  refufe  it,  we  refplvg  to  mak?  pfe  of  the 
firft  opportunity  to  inform  our  agent,  refiding  ia 
England,”  &c.  '  They  clofe  with  thankful  acknowr 
led^ements  oc  the  cpnimillioneis  ,caie  they  had 
exmeffed  'for'the  peace  and  y^elfare  qf  the  whole 
country,  and  frying,  “  we  reft  your?,  moft  affcc- 
tionately,  defirous  of  your  honorable  welfare. 

John  Sa  nfokd,  C/i?r^  of  AJfanhly?^ 

This  did  not  content  thofe  coiumiffionera  ;  bu| 
they  wrote  again  the  next  fall,  to  which  governor 
Arnold,  and  his  court  returned  an  anfwer,  Oaober 
13th,  which  has  been  pubiilhed.  *  And  the  con¬ 
tention  growing  niore  terrible  th.e  year  after,  ths 
affembly  at  Warwick,  Nov.  5th,  1658,  appointed 
Mr.Olney,  Mr.  Gorton  and  Mr.Crandal,  who  had 
fuffered  from  them  at  Bofton,  with  Mr.  Trip,  tq> 
.draw  a  letter  to  their  agent  i.n  England,  'whick- 
is  as  follows  : 

“  Worthy  Sir,  a7'4  friend,  Mr.  Clarke^ 

“  We  have  found,  not  only  your  ability  and  di|- 
lio-ence,  but  alfo  your  love  aud  care  to  be  fuch  con¬ 
cerning  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  this  colony,, 
fmee  you  have  been  intrufted  with  the  more  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  thereof,  furpailing  the  no  fmall  benefit 
which  we  laad  pf  your  prelence  here  jt  home,  that 
in  all  ftraits  and  incumbrances,  are  emboldned 
to  repair  unto  you,  for  further  and  continued  care,, 
counfel  and  help,  finding  that  your  folid  and  chrif- 
tian  demeanor  hath  gotten  no  fnaall  intereft  in  the 

S  s  hegits 

^  Majfachufitts  kifify,  vol.  t-  526,  537, 
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hearts  of  our  fuperiors,  thofe  noble  and  worthy 
icnators,  with  v/iioiu  you  had  to  do  in  our  behalf, 
as  it  natn  conitantiy  appeared  in  our  addreffes  made 
Unto  them,  we  liave  by  good  and  comfortable 
proofs  ibund,  having  plentiful  experience  thereof. 
The  lati;  year  we  had  laden  you  with  much  em-. 
p]oy-rnent,which  we  were  then  put  upon  by  t-’afoa 
of  tome  coo  refraflory  among  oui'fdves,  wherein 
WT  appealed  unto  you  for  advice,  for  the  mo}'e 
public  manifeftation  of  it,  with  rdpeed  to  our  fu- 
penors  ;  but  our  inteihgence  hell  ihort  in  that  great 
•lols  of  t.hc  Ihip,  v/hich  v/e  conduded  here  to  be  call 
away.  ^  V/e  have  now  a  new’  occalibn  given  us  by  an 
old  fpirit,  w’lth  rdpecl  to  the  colonies  round  about 
us,  wnho  feem  to  be  offended  v/ith  us  becaufe  a  lorr. 
of  people,  called  by  the  name  of  Qiiakers,  who  are 
come  amongil  us,  who  have  raifed  up  divers  who 
at  prefent  feem  to  be  of  their  fpirit,  where- at  the 
colonies  about  us  feem  to  be  offended  with  us,  be¬ 
ing  the  faid  people  have  their  liberty  with  us,  are 
entertained  in  our  houfes.  or  any  of  our  aflemblies  ; 
and  for  the  preient  w’e  have  found  no  juft  caufe  to 
charge  th.,m  with  the  breach  of  the  civil  peace  ; 
only  they  are  conftantly  going  forth  aiuonglt  them 
about  us,  and  vex  and  trouble  them  about  tneir 
reiigiou  and  fpiritua!  ftate,though«they  return  with 
many  a  foul  fca:  in  theii'-bodies  for  the  fame. 
And  the  offence  our  neighbors  take  againft  us,  k 
becaufe  w’e  take  not  fome  courfe  againft  the  faid 
people,  either  to  expel  them  from  amongft  us,  or 
take  fueh  courfes  againft  them  as  tdiemlelves  do. 


who 


^  Many  were  whlpt^  feme  were  branded,  and  FI  older,  Cr-pg^. 
land  and  Roufe.  thiee  lingic  young  men,  h'ld  e  ch  his  righi  ca? 
cat  ofF  in  ihv^  prifon  at  the  i6th  of  Sc'pi ember  this  year. 

G)svs*s  abridgment  cf  Bijhop,  page  64,  91,  90, 
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srlio  are  ia  fear  leaft  their  religion  , We  lfare 

I'V  them.  Concerning  wlircn  dup.ea  i 

L- 'they  leem  to  tike,  it  was  euprelW  to  uyn  1 

iois  on  letter,  writtc,  by  they 

united  colonies  at  *£"■ 

ptfher  brin?*  ns  in  to  d^t  aveCoiu 
fcantlln^^or  elfe  take  fome  courfe  to  do  us  a 
gkatki’e.  A  copy  of  which  letter  nave 

herewith  fent  unto  you,  whei  em  you  m,  y  - 
how  they  exprefs  themieums  ;  as  alio  e  ha 
herewith  fent  our  preieat  anfwer  unto  themi  to 
o-ivc  voa  whht  light  we  may  in  the  matter.  1  ha  e 
fs  one  claufe  in  the  letter  wludi  plainly  impues 
threat,  thomrh  courtly  expreiied  as  them  mannci 
is*:  avhich  we  gather  to  be  this,  that  tsiemielvms  (as 
we  conilrue  it)  have  been  mucn  awed  pnjnt  ^ 
continued  fubjection  to  the  ftate  ot  England,  at 
in  cafe  they  ihould  decline,  England  migim  \  lonio  .. 
all  trade  wi'  h  them,  both  in  point  ol  exporm^oa 
and  importation  of  any  commodities,  wmidi  wcrh, 
an  hoft  fulSciently  prevalent  to  iuodue 
land,  not  being  able  to  fubfift  :  even  fo  they  feena 
to  threaten  us,  by  cutting  us  oft  from  ad  coinnmik  ^ 
and  trade  with  them,  and  thereby  to  duaUe  Uo  o.- 
anv  comfortable  fubiiftance,  being  that  tae  con- 
cuurfe  of  ildping,  and  all  otiier  forts  ot  commodi¬ 
ties  are  univcrfdly  converfant  among  thenueivcs  ,. 
as  alfo  knowing  that  ourfelves  are  not  m  a.  capacity 
to  fend  out  aiping  of  ourfelves,  whicu  m  great 
meafure  is  occafioried  bj  their  oppre^i'^^ 

Youvfelf  well  knows  :  as  In  many  other  refpeds  to 
in  this  for  one,  that  we  cannot  have  any  tmng  from 
them,  for  the  fupply  of  our  neceilitics,  but  m  efted 
they  make  the  price,  both  of  our  commodiues  and, 
their  own.  Al-'b,  bccaufe  vcc  hav  e  uo  Eng'uh  com, 
but  only  that  which  paiTcth  among  thefc  baroanans. 
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and  filch  eortimodities  as  are  raifed  by  the  labor 
of  our  hands,  as  corn,  cattle,  tobacco,  &c.  tc 
make  payment  in,  which  they  will  have  at  their 
own  rates,  or  cite  not  deal  with  us  ;  whereby,  tho’ 
tiiey  gam  extraordmarily  by  us,  yet  for  the  fafe- 
guard  of  their  religion,  they  may  fcem  to  ne  deer 
tJiOTiIc  ves  in  that  refpecl  ;  for  What  will  not'men 
do  for  tjeuGod?  Sir,  this  is  our  carneft  andurefiinn^ 
renueft  unto  you  in  this  matter,  that  as  you  may 
jierceive  by  our  aniwer  unto  the  united  colonies 
we  fly  as  bur  refuge  in  all  civil  r-efpects  to  his  hi  ghnefl 
and  honorable  council,  as  not  beino-  fubjecT  to  any 
dtner  m  matters  of  our  civil  Rate,  fb  mayitpleaie 
you  to  have  an  eye  and  ear  open,  in  cafe  our 
aavcrlanes  fiiould  fpeak,  to  undermine  us  in  our 
privileges  granted  unto  us,  and  plead  our  caiife  in 
luch  forts  as  that  we  may  not  be  compelled  to  ex- 
creife  any  civil  power  ohr  cohciencS,  io 

long  as  human  drders  in  point  of  civiiity  are  not 
toniipted  add  violated,  \Vliicii  our  neighbors 
about  us  do  frequently  praefife,  whereof  many  of 
Us  have  abfolute  experience,  and  judge  it  to  be 
ho  iefs  than  a  point  of  absolute  cruelty. 

John  Sanford,  Gierk  of  jjtwblyG' * 

TliE 

^  As  Oliver  Cromivei  died  Sept.  3,  hh  fan  Richard 

was  chofen  protedor  in  Ms  ftend,  iheir  aifembly  of  May  17^ 
lojg,  tent  sn  addrefs  to  him,  wherein  liieyUiv,  “May  it  pleafe 
your  hijrhnefs  to  know,  that  t’..;  poor  colony  oF  Providence 
plantations,  moftly  conflfti  of  a  birth  and  breedinc.  of  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  the  Molt  High,  we  lieing  an  out  caft  people,  formerly 
^om  ou-  mother  nation  in  the  bifliops  days,  and  lines,  from  the 
rvciv-hnglifli  over- zealous  colonies  ;  pur  whole  frame  being  like 
unto  the  prefent  frame  ,  and  conititution  of  our  deareft  mother 
»ingland  ;  bearing  with  rhe  feverai  judgments  and  confcienctS 
feacn  of  other  in  all  the  towns  of  our  colony,  which  our  neighbor 
icoion ic,s  uo  not,  which  is  the  only  caufe  of  their  great  olfened 

jigj  intenupt  your  high  alTairs  wita 
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The  cdmfflilEoners  of  the  colonies  who  "“I® 
feofton,  September  2,  1658,  and  continued  thar 
Letin-  to  the  23d,  clofed  their  ads  with  faying, 
n  Whereas  there  is  an  accu.fed  and 
6f  heretics,  lately  rifen  up  m ' 
commobly  called  Quakers,  who  take  ^pon  the  n 
to  be  immediately  lent  of  God,  and  mfa  lu  y 

dffiiled,who  do  fpeak  and  write blafphemous  thi^  ^  , 
diipiiing  government,  and  the  order  of  God  m 
church  aiid  common-wealth  ;  fpeakmg  evil  of 
dignities,  reproaching  and  reviling  magiltrates, 
She  minifters  of  ?he  gofpel,  feeking  to  turn 
the  people  from  the  faith,  and  to  gam  profelytes 
to  their  pernicious  ways  ;  And  whereas  the  fcvcral 
lurifdicT;ions  have  made  divers  laws  to  prohibit 
their  coming  amongft  them  ;  [but  they  1 
to  obey  them,  and  ftiU  making  difturbance]  it  is 
therefore  propounded,  and  ferioufly  commended 
to  the  feveral  general  courts-^to  make  a  law,  tliat 
all  Quakers  formerly  cpnvided  and  punlihed  as 
fuchT  lhall  (if  they 'return  again)  be  impnfonedi 
and  forthwith  banilhed  or  expelled  out  of  the  laid 
iurifdiclion,  under  pain  of  death.^'  All  the  eight 
commilfioners  figned  this  advice,  only  the  governor 
of  Connecticut  faid,  “  Looking  at  the  laft  as  a  query 
ind  not  an  act,  I  fubferibe,  John  Winthrop.’  * 
Such  a  law'  was  made  at  Bofton  the  next  monthj 
but  the  like  was  not  done  in  any  of  the  other  co¬ 
lonies.  At  Plymouth  they  had  prevailed  for  two 

years 


the  particulars  of  our  mldernefs  condition,  only  beg  your  eye  of 
favor  to  be  caft  upon  our  faithful  agent,  Mr.  John  Clyke,  and 
unto  what  humble  addreffes  he  iliall  at  any  time  prefent  your 
Highnefs  with  in  our  behalf.  Colony  records  * 

*  Records  nfthe  United  Colonist. - The  other  commlflloners 


^  i^ecoras  oj  ine  unucu  , - in'-  * - . 

were  Endicot  and  Bcadftreet,  of  Maflachufetts  ;  Prince  snd 
XVinflow,  of  Plymouth  ;  Taliot,  of  Conuedicut  j  -iad 
C2ian  and  Lcet^  of  New-Iiavsn* 
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ye?Ts  paft,  with  the  majority  of  the  court,  to  im- 
piiton,  hue  and  v/liip  the  Quakers,  and  to  feud 
lome  ot  tnem  out  of  the  coiouy  ;  and  the  manner 
Oi.  their  proceedings  take  as  follows  ; 

Mr.  John  Brown,  who  had  long  been  one  of 
their  magiftrates,  and  often  a  commiliioner  for  his 
colony,  took  a  voyage,  to  England.  Capt.  James 
Cmtiworth  of  Scituate,  was  a  magiftrate  thcic  two 
years  ;  and  near  the  beginning  of  this  year  he  en¬ 
ter;  araedCopelapd  and  Breed, 'two  of  the  Quakers, 
at  ins  liouie  a  K'glit  or  two,  and  lays,  I  tiioiio-ht 
:~t  fo  to  do,  than  Vv/ith  the  blind  world,  to- 

ceuxUie,  condemn  and  rail  at  them,  when  they  nei¬ 
ther  law  their  perfons,  nor  knew  any^of  their  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  but  the  Quakers  and  rnyfeli  cannot  cloie  in 
divers  things^;  and  fo  I  fignified  to  the  court,  1  was 
xiU  Quaps-er,  out  rriiili  bear  my  tekuiiony  againib 
liindry  things  that  they  held,  as  I  had  ocerdion  and 
opportunity.  But  withal  i  told  them,  that  as  I 
was  no  Quaker,  lb  I  would  be  rxuperlecutor.  I’his 
\lpirit  worked  in  thofc  two  years  that  1  was  of  the 
inagiftracy  ;  daring  which  time,  I  was  on  fundry 
occaiions  forced  to  declare  my  diffent,  in  fundry 
actings  of  that  nature  ;  which  although  I  did  with 
a!i  moderation  or  exprcflion,  together  with  refpeci 
iinto  the  reft,  yet  it  wroughr  great  difafieccion  and 
prejudice  agamlt  me.  ’  A  perlon  took  pains  to  go 
to  Marflifield  it)  procure  a  warrant  to  apprehend 
the  Quakers  he  had  entertained,  which  Mr. 
liatherly  iinderflanding  faid,  Mr.fety/  hat Ij procured 
fhis  ;  and  in  iieii  ol  it,  gave  them  a  pals  under  his 
liand,  with  which  they  travelled  to  Plymouth  ;  but 
were  there  feised  and  whipt,  by  order  of  times 
ether  magiftrates  And  fays.  Captain  Cud  worth, 
Truiv  the  whipping  of  them  with  that  criieity 

SrS  ikOmc.hit  /e  bevU^  aticl  tlieir  uatience  under  it,  hath 

*  ^ 

foiuctiaies 
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fometimes  been  the  occalion  of  gaining  more  ad- 
hercnce  to  them,  than  if  they  had  iutte.red  them 

openly  to  have  preached  a  fennon.—  l  he  hialla- 
chuiects,  after  they  have  whipped  them,  and  cut 
their  ears,  they  have  now  gone  the  fartheic  ftep 
thev  can,  thev  banidi  them  upon  pam  or  death,  k 
ever  thev  conae  there  again.  We  expect  we  mult 
dr.  the  like  ;  we  muft  dance  after  their  pipe  ;  now 
Pivmouth  faddle  is  on  the  bay-horlc,  we  fha-il  fol¬ 
low  them  on  the  career. - Ail  thefe  carnal  and 

antlchriftian  ways  being  not  of  God  s  appointment, 
effecl:  nothing  as  to  hindering  of  them  in  their  way 
or  courfe.  It  is  only  the  word  and  fpirit  of  the 
Lord,  that  is  able  to  convince  gaintayers.  d  hey 
are  the  mighty  weapons  of  the  chriftian  warrare, 
by  which  great  and  mighty  things  are  done  and 

accomplilhed.— - Our  civil  powers  are  fo  exercif- 

ed  in  things  appertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  Chrift, 
in  matters  of  religion  and  confciencc,  tnat  we  can 
have  no  time  to  efFect  any  thing  that  tenos  to  the 
promotion  of  the  civil  weal,  or  profperity  of  the 
place  \  blit  now  we  mnlf  have  a  liich 

as  the  powers  of  the  world  will  allow, and  no  other; 
a  llate-vunij}r)\  and  %Jlate-way  of  Jiiaintelnance  ;  and 
we  muft  woi'lhip  and  ferve  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  the 
world  lhall  appoint  us.  We  muft  all  go  to  the  pub- 
■  lie  place  of  meeting,  in  the  parilh  where  v/e  dwell, 
or  be  prefented.  1  am  informed  of  three  or  four- 
fenre  laft  court,  prefented  for  not  coming  to  public 
meetings  ;  and  let  me  tell  you  how  they  brought 
this  about.  ■  You  may  remember  a  law  once  made, 
called  Thomas  Hinckley’s  law.  That  if  any  negleclsd, 
the  worfitp  of  God,  in  the  place  where  he  livs,  and 
fet  up  a  ivorjbip  contrary  to  God,  and  the  allowance  of 
this  government,  to  the  public  prophanation  f  God’s 
holy  day  and  ordinance,  Jhall  pay  ten  Jhillings.  i'hy; 

law 
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law  would  not  reach  what  then  was  aimed  at ;  be- 
caiiie  he  muft  do  fo  and  fo  ;  that  is,  ail  things  there- 
in  expreffed,  or  elfe  break  not  the  law.  In  March 
hft,  a  court  of  deputies  was  called,  and  fome  acds 
touching  C^iakers  were  made  ;  and  then  they  con¬ 
trived  to  make  this  law  ferviceable  to  them  ;  anci 
.  that  WMs  by  putting  gut  the  word  and,  and  put- 
ting  m  the  word  or,  which  is  a  disjunctive,  and 
makes  every  branch  become  a  law.  So  now,  if 
^ny  neglect,  or  will  not  come  to  the  public  meet¬ 
ings,  ten  fhillings  fqr  every  defecl.— — -And  thefe 
men  altering  this  lav/  laft  March,  yet  left  it  dated, 
June  6th,  1651,  [See  page  2 1 4]  and  fo  it  hands  a? 
tne  act  of  a  general  court ;  they  to  be  the  authors 
or  it  feven  years  before  it  was  in  being  ;  and  fp 
yourfelves  have  your  part  and  fliare  in  it,  if  the 
records  lie  not.  But  what  may  be  the  reafon  that 
they  Ihould  not  by  another  law,  made  and  dated 
by  tnat  court,  as  well  effecf  what  was  intended,  as 
by  altering  a  word,  and  fo  the  whole  fenfe  of  the 
law  5  and  leave  this  their  act,  by  the  date  of  it, 
charged  on  another  courts  account  ?  Surely,  the 
chief  inftruments  in  the  bufinefs,  being  privy  to  an 
acl:  of  parliament  for  liberty,  fhould  too'"  openly  have 
afled  repugnant  to  a  law  of  England  ;  but  if  they 
can  do  the  thing,  and  leave  it  on  a  court,  as  mak¬ 
ing  it  fix  years  before  the  acT;  of  parliament,  there 
can  be  no  danger  in  this.-.— — If  we  can  but  keep 
the  people  ignorant  of  their  liberties  and  privileges, 
|hen  we  have  liberty  to  acf  in  opr  own  wills 
what  we  pleale.— r.T-rTl;irough  mercy  we  have  yet 
among  us  worthy  Mr.  Dunstar,  whom  the  Lor.d 
hath  made  boldly  to  bear  teftimony  againft  the 
ffirit  of  perfecution”  *  For 

*  Thefe  things  Capt.  Cudworth  wrote  to  Mr.  Browc,  then  in 
who  let  JBi&op  peblilh  them,  page  168—176,  .Mor¬ 


ton 
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For  the  above  things  thofe  two  magiftrate? 
Ilatherly  and  Cudworth  ■y'ere  left  out  of  all  their 
offices,  in  June,  this  year.  At  the  fame  time  it  is 
meet  that  pofterity  Ihould  know  hov/  thofe  Qua^ 
hers  behaved  under  their  fiifftrings.  Huinphery 
Norton,  one  of  their  teachers  and  authors,  was  fent 
out  of  Plymouth  colony  in  1657,  for  being  an  ex- 
travazant  perfon  ;  which  charge,  fays  Biffiop, 
not  be  proved^  On  eleftion  day  June  ift,  1658,  he 
and  John  Roufe  came  again  to  Plymouth,  and  were 
taken  up  and  whipt,  Norton  twenty-threip  lalhes, 
and  Roufe  hfceen,  which  Isifliop  fays,  I  hey  re-« 
ce'  /ed  for  no  other  thipg  but  for  coming  into  that 
.colony  in  the  will  of  Godd'  »  Though  the  record? 
inform  us,  that  when  they  were  brought  before 
the  alTembly  June  gd,  Norton  “  faid  unto  the  goj 
yernor  fundry  times,  ^Fhou  h^ejb  /  and  Ihid  unto  him^ 
^hotnas^  thoic  avt  a  tnaliciotis  tnan^  &c.  And  tnat  for 
thefe  things,  and  for  refufmg  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  any  civil  governmeht,  they  were  then  whipt, 
^nd  for  officers  fees  were  imprifoped  till  the  tenth, 
when  they  were  releafed,  apd  went  to  Pihode-Ifland, 
where  on  the  i6th,  Norton  i^rote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Alden,  one  of  their  njagiftrates,  and  another  tp  the 
governor,  with  an  anfwer  to  Chriftppher  Winter’? 
depofition  againft  them,  all  which  the  epurt  or, 
dered  to  be  recorded,  the  beginning  and  end 
of  that  to  the  governor,  I  took  from  thence  witlj 
my  own  hand,  which  is  in  the  words  and  ietter| 
following  ; 

T  t  Thoma?  . 

ton,  fays  Mr.  Dunftar,  “  was  ufeful  and  helping  in  defending  the 
truth  againfl  Quakers  ;  and  that  .he  fell  afleep  in  the  Lord,  iii 
1659.”  After  Mr.  Brown  returned  from  England,  he  and  Cud- 
worth  were  called  to  account  for  this  letter,  but  were  not  punife- 
cd.  Cudworth  was  reftored  to  the  magiftracy  in  1674,  and  diej| 
their  deputy  governor,  in  1681.  Plymenth  recordt. 

*  New-England  judged,  page  163—179, 
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‘‘  Thomas  Prince,  thow  who  haft  bent  thv 
hart  to  worke  wickednes,  and  with  thy  ton?u« 
haft  thou  fet  forfh  deceite  ;  thou  imagineft  mif. 
chief  upon  thy  bed,  and  hatcheft  thy  hatred  in  thv 
cecrett  chamber  the  ftrength  of  daiknes  is  over 
tiiee,  and  a  malhcioufe  mouth  naft  thow  opened 
againft  God  and  his  anointed,  and  wdth  thy  tongue 
and  hpps  haft  thow  uttered  perverfe  things ;  thow 
halt  llaundered  the  innocent  bv  railing,  lying-  and 
fade  accufatiQiis,  and  with  thy  barborqufe  hart 
halt  thow  caufed  theire  bloud  to  bee  Ihed,  Thow 
haft  tlirough  all  thefe  things  broke  and  tranfgrefed 
the  laws  and  waies  of  God,  and  equitig  is  not  be- 
tore  thy  eyes.  The  curfe  cayfles  cannot  come 
upon  thee,  nor  the  vengance  of  God  unjuftly  can- 
not  fetch  thee  up  ;  thow  niakeft  thvlelf  meriw 
with  thy  cecrett  mallice— The  day  of  thy  waiiin? 
will  beg  like  unto  that  of  a  -vvoman  that  murthers 
the  fruite  of  her  wombe  ;  the  anguilh  and  paine 
that  will  enter  upon  thy  reignes  will  be  like  knaw-* 
tng  worms  lodging  betwixt  thy  hai't  and  liver  ; 
"When  thefe  things  come  upon  thee,  and  thy  backe 
bowed  downe  with  pain,  in  that  day  and  hour? 
thow  lhalt  know  to  thy  griefe,  that  prophetts  of 
the  Lord  God  wsc  are,  and  the  Godof  vengancgi 
iS  our  God.  Humphery  Norton. 

‘‘  I  HAVE  fent  thee  Jaeer  inclofed  a  reply  to  C. 
%¥inter’s  depofition,  alfoe  I  have  fent  already  a  true 
jrelationofparteof  thy  proceedings  towardsLondon, 
WTth  a  coppy  of  the  fines  laid  on,  and  levied  of  the 
people  of  God,  with  a  coppy  of  thy  late  laws. 
Superfcribed,  Fer  ihe  gpverner  of  Ff  mouth  pattent, 

this  ivith  care  and  fpeed.” 

After  this  prophecy  Mr.  Prince  continued  go¬ 
vernor  of  that  colony  near  fourteen  years,  and  then 
died  in  peace  (for  ought  we  know.)  His  fon  w'as 
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a  iuftice  of  peace  in  his  day,  and  his  grandfon  was 
a  learned  and  pious  minifter  at  Bolton,  who  ^ ^ 
ings  have  furniihcd  many  valuable  material 
fo?  our  hiftory  It  ought  alio  to  be  known,  that 
in  reading  the  wovks  of  wijdoin  und  knowledge,  an  r.v 
altinz  that  which  is  theQuakers  meant  to  have 
civil  as  well  as  ecdefialUcal  government  nwnaged 

by  the  above  deferibed  power.  For  ^  thole  tunes 
George  Fox  publilhed  a  large  book  in  lolio,  in  le 
ijoch  page  of  which  he  faid,  “  The  magiftrate 
of  Chi  ill,  the  help  government  for  him,  /je  is  in  the 
li'cht  and  power  of  Chriji  ;  and  he  is  to  Jubjea  all  un^- 
der  the  power  ofGhriJl,  into  his  light,  elfe  he  is  not  a 
faithful  maglilrate  :  and  his  laws  here  are  not  agre- 
able,  and  unlwerable  according  to  that^oj  Gcd  j« 
every  man  ;  when  men  aft  contrary  tp  it,  they  do 
evil :  fo  he  is  a  terror  to  evil-doers,  difeerueth  the 
precious  and  the  juft  from  the  vile  ;  and  this  ^s  a 
praife  to  them  that  do  w'cll.”  And  when  Mr. Wil¬ 
liams  menticned  this  paffage,  as  one  proof,  that 
their  Ipirit  tended  to  arbitrary  government,  and 
fiery  perlecution,  they  faid  upon  it.  ^‘Is  there  one 
Word  of  perfecution  here  ?  Or  can  Roger  Williams 
think  himfelf  a  chriftian,  and  look  upon  it  to  be 
perfecution,  for  Chrift’s  rnagiftrates  by  Chi  ill  s  light 
and  power,  to  fubjehl  all  under  the  power  of  Chiift^ 
and  to  bring  aft  into  this  light  pf  Chrift  !  Or  can 
he  think  fuch  an  one  an  unfaithlul  lUiagiftrate  ?  Or 
are  thofe  laws,and  the  execution  ol  them  perfecu- 
tion,that  aie  agreable  and  anlwerable  to  that  oJGod 
in  every  man  f  Thefe  are  George  Fox  s  wordso 
Such  rnagiftrates,  fuch  laws,  fuch  power,  and  light, 
and  fubjeeftion,  is  G.  F.  for,  and  no  other.” 
This  opens  the  plain  caule  why  they  militated  1^ 

hard 

i 

*  Williamq,  page  207.  Fox’s  anfu'er,  page  229,  23s),  • 
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•  difeeled  his  diiciples  to  depart  from 

any  houfe  or  city,  that  they  ihould  travel  into 
Wien  they  refuted  to  receive  them  ;  and  v/hen 
^adaienes  ^efdught  him  to  depart  out  of 
their  coafts,  he  did  fo  ;  and  we  have  ho  account 
ot  his  .orceing  himfdf  upon  them  again  :  but 
tue  quakers  took  another  courfe.  I'hree  of 
them  WHO  were  banilhed,  on  pain  of  death,  yet 
rqurned  again  to  Bofton,  and  were  condemned  to 
le ;  and^^iiliiam  Rdbintbn  gave  in  a  paper  to  the 
court,  wnicii  contains  the  following  reafon  for  his 
condua  therein,  viz.  “  On  the  Sth  day  of  the  8th 
month,  1659,  the  aftef  part  of  the  day,  in  tra- 
vellmg  betwixt  Newport  in  Rhode-Iflandj  and 
Dame!  Gould’s  houfe,  wich  my  dear  brother  Chi  if- 
top her  Holder,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  exprefs- 
jy  to  hie,  \vhicli  did  fill  me  immediately  with  life 
and  power,  and  heavenly  love,  by  which  he  con- 
itramed  me,  and  commanded  me  to  pafs  to  the 
town  bf  Bolton,  rny  life  to  lay  down  in  his  will, 
for  the  accompl.illung  of  his  fervice,  that  he  had 
there  td  perform  at  the  day  appointed.  To  which 
heavenly ^  voice  I  prefently  yielded  obedience,  not 
qudhoning  the  Lord  how  he  would  bring  the  thino" 
to  pafs.—For  the  Lord  had  faid  unto  me,  My  fid 
Jpali  reji  tn  ever Irflmg  peace,  . and  my  life  fijall  enlw 
into ,refi,  for  ee^’g  oijediknt  to  the  God  cf  my 

hjs.  ^  Marmaduke  Stevenfon,  gave  in  another  pa¬ 
per,  informihg  tire  court,  ho\v  he  heard  a  voice  as 
he  was  plowing  in  Yorkfliire,  faying,  1  have  ordain^ 
fd  thee  a  prophet  iwto  the  hdticiis  /  and  after  he  came 
to  Rhodcdfland,  he  fays,  “  The  word  of  tlie  Lord 
V:.tme  i>nto  me  faying,  Go  to  Bofton,  with  thy 
other  \villfaiii  RQbiiifon'»«~«^Tliis  is  given  forth 

^  to 
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t(,  be  upon  record,  that  all  people  may  know,  who 
hear  it,  that  we  came  not  in  our  own  will,  but  in  the 
will  of  God:’  *  This  was  their  way  of  following 
what  they  called  the  light'-,  and  the  cleareft  account 
of  what  they  meant  thereby,  that  I  have  fcen,  is 
contained  in  the  following  fentences  directed  to 

Mr.  Williams,  viz.  »  /.  •  , 

“  Thou  wrongeft  the  Quakers  in  faying,  they 

confers  their  light  to  be  confcience ;  In  this  thou 
peiwerteft  their  words,  and  thou  wouldeft  have  it 
fo  ;  for  George  Fox’s  words  are,  7 he  light  which 
you  call  confcience,  which  is  the  light  of  ChriH  as  you 

may  fee  all  along  in  his  book. - ^-Thou  haft  read 

our  books  with  an  evil  eye,  or  elfe  t^u  might- 
eft  fee  how  often  we  nientionj  that  Chriit  hatxi 
bought  us  with  a  price,  which  is  his  blood  ;  and 
how  that  all  died  in  Adam,  and  how  that  Chriit 
died  for  all,  that  they  that  live,  might  live  to 
him  ;  and  that  all  might  believe  in  him,  who  died 
'  for  them  j  and  if  they  do  not,  they  are  condemned 

with  the  ltght,which  they  fhould  believe  in. - Chnft 

Ihhteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world,  f  with 
Ife  in  him,  the  word,  and  faith.  He  is  the  light  of  the 
world,  and  faith.  Believe  in  f he  light,  that  ye  may  be^ 
come  children  of  light,  and  he  that  believeth  is  faved, 

'  and  he  that  doth  hot  is  condemned.  ^  And  the  con¬ 
demnation  is  the  light  that  is  come  into  the  world  , 
which  light,  is  faving  to  them  that  believe  in  it,  and 
condemning  to  them  that  do  not  believe  in  but  hate 
it,whofe  deeds  be  evil,  John  3"  *  j  In  all  which  theie 
is  a  manifeft  confounding  of  gi'ace  and  works,  law 
and  gofpel,  which  the  infpired  writers  took  great 
pains  to  keep  diftina.  And  fince  Chrift  himfelf 

fays, 

*  Bijhop,  page  127 — 133.  _  .  , 

Williains,  fays  he,  believes  Kox,  in  his  book  in  folio, 
peats  thefe  words  near  or  quite  a  thoufand  times.  Page  i86. 

I  Wijlian&s^  fecond  part.  Page 
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fw’  “  not  HIS  Son  into  the  world  to 

demn^  the  world  ;  but  that  the  world  throuch 

even  Mofe^"' ^ >'oi 
an?r  ’  trust.”  John  3.  w. 

we  rL"o/  P  ^^ke  that 

we  read  of  in  Rom.  10.  2—4  ?  Did  they  not  truil 

«  the  law  inlfead  of  the  gofpd  ?  As  to  tlL  .  of 
the  oaviour,  Mr.  Williams  fays,  -  Fox  in  ah  his 

of  wol-d  as 

ture'’  1  f^-T  •  "f  ferip. 

r^?i  TT  P^^’i*=’™any  words  truly  and  pro¬ 
perly  Enghfli,  are  commendabiy  iilbd  that  are  not 

from  S  '','’/"  ““« 

from  the  Latin  humanm,  fignifying  pertaining,  of 

t  onging  to  man  :  So  a  human  foul  or  body  is 

fuch  as  ah  mankind  haVe.  Hence  1  told  them,  tLt 

the  word  anthroptnos  pdrafmos,  1  Cor.  10.  might 

have  been  turned  human,  but  is  truly  turned,  no 

temptation  but  fuch  as  is  common  to  matt.  G.  Fox 

knows,  that  if  Chriftjefus  be  granted  to  have  had 

luch  a  foul  and  body  as  is  human,  or  common  to 

map,  down  falls  .their  monftrous  idol  of  a  Chrift, 

called  light  within.”  '^Fo  which  Fox  anfwers,  “  For 

thee  and  the  priefts  to  give  fuch  names  to  Chrift, 

our  Lord  and  Saviour,  which  the  feriptures  do  not 

give,  and  yet  fay  the  feriptures  are  the  rule,  that  is 

abominable.  And  there  is  no  fuch  word  in  i  Cof. 

10.  that  calleth  Chrift’s  body  and  foul  human  ;  and 

\’t  hetherisChrift’sbodycelellialorterreftiaLorwhicli 

glory  doth  he  bear?— i  Cor.i5.i4.G.F.doth  eran£, 

and  all  the  Quakers,  that  Chrift  was  made  like  unto 

as,  r.n  excepted,  and  had  a  body  and  joul,  or  clfe  how 

<  Oi-ild  he  iidfer  ?  And  is  rifen,  the  fame  that  decend- 

ed  IS  afeended,  as  the  apoftle  faith.”'  *  And  I  have 

«♦  ‘ 

»  f-cii 


[^6591  IN  NEW-EN  GLAND.  327 

fcen  other  of  tlielr  writings  which  hold  exp.^ci^‘y'.5 
that  Chrift  brought  the  iame  body  t;  jin  ticavcrj^ 


that  he  carried  tliicher  again.  But  tncy  rcc-o.jcJ  s 
abominable  for  Mr.  Whliams  to  ule  a  woru  con^* 
cerning  our  Saviour's  humanity,  that  is^  not  xa  our 
tranflation,  while  he  at  the  fame  time  approved  of 
the  reading  as  it  is  ;  yet  when  Hebrews  i»  3* 
brought  in  tgofe  times  to  prove  the  perfonahlty  of 
the  Trinity,  the  (^lakers  faid,  ""  That  v^faflj  tranf^ 
lated,  for  in  the  Greek  it  is  not  pt  rfon  but  fuO^ 
Jiance^  *  And  faid  Mr.  Samuel  Hubbard,  1  hey 
turn  the  holy  fcriptures  into  allegories,  all  unlefs^ 
feme  which  they  wreft  to  their  own  deftruclioa,aa 
the  apoftle  Peter  faith 

T  a  t  Y  exprefsly  held  to  a  power  of  dlrecllon  with-, 
in  them,  fuperior  to  the  fcriptures,  which  carried 
them  into  actions  that  ight  from  thence,  or  froru 
reafon  could  not  juftify  ^  and  their  only  way,  was  ta 
appeal  to  an  inward  motion  or  voue^  As  for  inftance^^ 
George  Bifhop  fpeaks  of  Deborah  Wilfon,  as  a 

modeft  woman,  of  retired  life,  and  fober  con- 
verfation  ;  and  that  bearing  a  great  burthen  foj^y 
the  hardnefs  and  cruelty  of  the  people,  (he  went 
through  the  town  of  Salem  nakedy  as  which 

fhe  having  in  part  porformed,  was  laid  hold  of,  anci 
bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next  court  of  Salem^ 
V/here  the  wicked  rulers  fentenced  her  to  be  whipt.^^ 
Lydia  Wardwel,  a  married  woman  of  Hampton^ 
went  in  the  fame  manner  into  the  meeting-houfe 
in  Newbury,  in  time  of  public  worflrip  ;  fpr  which 
Ihe  met  with  the  like  treatment.  Mr.  Williams 
refered  the  Quakers  to  thefe  in  fiances  that  their  own 
author  had  publifhed  ;  and  told  them  they  never 
could  perfuade  fouls  not  bewitched^  that  the  holy 
fpirit  would  move  them  to  do  fo  :  to  which  they 

^^nfwep 
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anfwer  thus.  We  do  believe  thee,  in  that  dark, 
perf?cuting,  bloody  fpirit,  that  thou  and  the  New. 
tng.and  pneits  are  bewitched  in,  you  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  that  you  are  naked  from  God  and  his  cloth- 
Hig,  and  blind  :  and  therefore  hath  the  Lord  in 
his  power  moved  fome  of  his  fons  and  daughters  to 
go  naked  ;  yea,  and  they  did  tell  them  in  OriVbR's 
days,  and  the  long  parliaments,  that  God  would 
Itnp  them  of  their  church-profeffion,  and  of  their 
pow'er,  as  naked  as  they  were.  And  fo  they  were 
true  prophets  and  propheteffes  to  the  nation  as 
naany  fober  men  have  confelTed  lince ;  though  thou 
gnd  the  old  perfecuting  prjefts  in  New- England  re- 
rnain  in  your  blindnefs  and  nakednefs,— -As  thou 
didft  in  the  difpute,  fo  nov/,  thou  makeft  a, 
great  ado  wath  our  men  and  woman  going  naked  ; 
we  told  them  then,  we  owned  no  fuch  praftice  in 
dolels  they  were  called  unto  it  by  theJwrd*^"^ 
He  begineth  again  to  upbraid  us  with  pur  men  and 
women’s  going  naked,  as  it  it  were  a  thing  com? 

aaonly  allowed  among  usm  their  wills,  without  the 
motion  of  God.”  * 

As  an  impartial  hiftorian  I  thought  it  duty  thus 
to  Rate  thefe  plain  fads  and  fentiments  on  both 
hdes  ;  for  upon  Dr.  Mather’s  f:iyin^,jbmegood  Men 
formerly  took  that  wrong  way  of  reclaiming  here? 
tics  by  perfecution  ;  the  Quakers  fpent  feventeen 
pages  in  the  moft  ftriking  recital  of  what  they  fuf- 
fered  in  thofe  times  that  their  art  would  admit  of, 
in  order  to  prove,  that  no  good  man  could  be  anador 
therein.  And  to  fix  this  prejudice  more  laftingly  in 
the  minds.of  all,  they  turned  it  into  verfe,  faying, 

“  1  hofe  that  in  confcience  cannot  wrong  a  worm. 
Are  fin’d  and  v.'hip’d,  becaufe  they  can’t  conform ; 
And  time  hath  been,  which  ne  er  Hull  be  forgot, 

God’s 


*  Fox,  page 


for 
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rod’^  frrvants  have  been  handed  none  know:- 
?  .ni-  for  fervin^  of  their  bkiied  Lord,  ^  - 

Except  tor  I’d  \  ^  ins  word. 

For  quaking  and  o,  t  e'  the^ibh  of  iSovcuibcr, 

Let  thefe  black  clays,  like  the  ^ 

Be  ^vrit  in  red,  for  ^o  rememo^.^ 
tb-^dV^hV?perfor.an  hamiy  plead  for  equal 

this  day,  tha.a  per  Ivlaffachulctts,with- 

libertyofconfciuuea  -b  colony 

out  having  ^doi^rs  doctrine, 

brought  up  agamft  1  ,^n^*  ^ j 

and  family  o  dei.  having  hot  irons  and 

the  latter  i  Not'only  fo,  but  wo 

halters  thrown  m  his  teeth  .  t  .^'Lreveut  our 

the 

iudge,  evhether  an  invalion  o.  each  others  g 
J  ,  Cl  ^-.mp  nf  rehmon,  was  not  the  real  cauic 

under  the  name  ot  iciie,  ’  ,  rknowledo:- 

of  .hofe  d-lW  bro..s  ;  .^.ch  «  u^k.,oe  ,e 

Sd t"«Sd  WiChL  the  grand  error 

on  both  fidel  was  not  the  affuming  a  power  to  go- 
T*  *  c*  croverned  1)V  5t , 

'^^OroSober  aoth,  RobinfonrStevenfon  and  Ma-. 
rv  Dvre  received  the  fentence  of  death,  which  w  as 
?.e^Sed  tmon  the  two  men,  the  zyth  :  the  wo- 
was  brought  with  them  to  the  gallows,  but 

at  the  interceffion  of  her  fon  of  Newport 
ftie  was  then  reprieved,  and  fent  away.  ThoUj^^ 
again  the  next  fpring,  Ihe  was  hangeo, 

lune  ift  1 660  ;  tv/elve  days  after  the  ^urc  oi  P  y- 

S.h  ;epealed  one,  or  more  of  the 

they  had  made  agalnft  that  people.  Charles  .no 

fe-ond  had  been  relored  to  the  crotvil  of  hngland. 

U  u  ■  .  '  'Oog- 

•  Masnalu,  bcofc  7.  P' 
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^elfio i^udkot  andT-  go. 

loth,  when  they  fat  OurtlT?^'' 

i-aith  of  the  ^ofLlt  wither. 

taufe  ot  our  tranfporting  ‘^ollSir"  wh^ 

^;^ves,  httle  ones,  and  our  fubftaicr’ W  T" 

pkaCint  land  over  the  a*'!an'-if-  ^  •*  ^  that 

v^-iiderncfs,choo?ng  mW 

ftip  with  a  good  coifcience,  !n  Ss  mZ^ w 
nets  amono- the  hpTrhpn  tuJ  i  ,  omotc  wnder, 

l^ind  with  fubmiffion  to’  the^tVen^  fo  A? 

CXhilcci s,  Open  a.nci  ^  ^ 

«rs  front  ^he  glo.Zs  TrlZ  onrZZf  tt' 

S^cl’tt  ^od  from  the  holy  £  p'  ' 

tii‘  c  a;,  the  rule  of  life,  open  enemJpQ  d,  ^ 

mcM  iifdf  as  cflabliftec?  in  111.11^* 

men  af  their  ovrn  principles — <■  The  inagiftrlte  at 

in  conlcience  both  to  Gnrl  ty.  ^  i  . 

himfelf  called  for  the  defence  of  all  tokZthr 
paffage  with  the  point  of  the  fword  held  tZatds 
them  ;  this  could  di4.n0  harm  to  him  that  would 
be  wained  thereby,  their  wittingly  rulhinff  them 
felves  thereupon  was  their  own  ad,  we  wkh^hu' 

<hd7own  ted/ h™'  “P°" 

In  lik  e  manner  they  proceeded  and  hjnged  Wil. 

n  ZZZ’  ;  but  their  friends 

0"°  fj  om  White-Hall, 

sLZek^  ?f  brought  over  by  Samuel 

bhajtock,  of  Sa.em,  requiring  thefe  rulers  to  for- 

re  fuen  things  for  the  future,  and  to  fend  fuch 

giakejs  as  appeared  to  them  fo  obnoxious,  over 

to  oe  tiled  m  Lnglandv  Soon  after  the  receipt  of 

•  Hubbard-.Mairichufetts  hiftory.  vol,  3.  p. 
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7/lviCh  Mr.Norton  andMnBradftreetjWcrefent  over 
IS  agents,  by  whom  governor  Enclicot  and  his  court 
vrote  to  theEarl  of  Manchefter,  to  beicech  his  ina- 
efty  to  tender  them  in  relpecl  ot  thofe  peftelent  he- 
'ctics  the  Quakers, who  have  lately  obtained  his  ma- 
efty’s  letter,  requiring  us  to  forbare  their  punifli- 
nents  ;  in  obl'ervance  whereof  wx  have  fulpended 
execution  of  our  laws  againil  themjrefpecling  death 
)r  corporal  punithments  ;  but  this  indulgance  they 
ibufe  to  infolency  and  ieduction  of  our  people,  and 
jnlefs  his  majefty  (trengthen  our  haad^  in  the  ap- 
)Iication  of  fome  fuitabie  remedy  to  fupprefs  thefe 
ind  others,  ill  affeefed  to  our  tranquility,  this  hope- 
ill  plantation  is  likely  in  all  probability  to  be  de- 
Iroyed.*^  They  had  before  faid,that  allowing  fuch 
o  have  liberty  here,  would  be  fo  contrary  to  our 
:onfciences  to  permit,  and  no  lefs  oppreflion  of  us 
han  the  deltroying  both  us  and  ours  by  thefword.'^''’*^ 
low  juftiy  then  did  Mr.  Williams  call  the  ufe  of 
brec  in  fuch  affairs,,  i  he  bloody  te?iet  ! 

We  will  now  return  to  the  affairs  of  baptifm  : 
VIr  Hubbard  upon  the  year  1656,  fays,  Baptifm 
into  this  time  had  been  adminiftred  unto  thoh? 
hildren  07ily^  whofe  immediate  parents  vrere  admit- 
ed  into  fullcommuniun  in  the  churches  where  they 
ived  :  but  now  the  country  came  to  be  increafed^^ 
nd  fundry  families  were  found,  that  had  children 
lorn  in  them,  whofe  immediate  parents  had  never 
ttempted  to  join  to  any  of  the  churches  to  which 
hey  belonged,  and  yet  were  very  much  unfatisfied 
hat  they  could  not  obtain  baptifm  for  their  children ; 
he  caufe  occaffoned  many  debates  between  the; 
ninifters  of  the  country/" '  Connedicut  took  the 
sad  therein,  and  fent  a  draught  of  queflions  about 

it 

^  page  J3X— *369^ 
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it  to  the  rulers  of  the  Maflachufetts,  requefting 
thac  the  ableft  minifters  of  both  colonies  niiciht  bt 
calied  together,  to  anfwer  the  liiiTie.  Such  an  ah 
lembiv  was  therefore  called  by  authority  at  Bgiton. 

ae  4th,  1657,  and  tat  til!  the  igth.  Their  an- 
fwers  to  2 1  quellions  were  afterwards  print 
ed  in  London,  under  the  title  of  A  difputatlon  cGn< 
cerfii}i<y  church  ?7iembers.  and  their  children,  Thereir 

c>  ■ 

they  coiicluded,  that  the  children  of  profeffing  pa 
rears,  are  by  means  of  their  parents  covenant 
iag,  in  covenant  alfo,  and  members  of  the  church 
>  divine  inilitutioir  i.  Becaufe  they  are  in  that  co¬ 
venant  for  iubitance  which  was  made  with  Abra* 
ham,  Gen  17.  7.  compared  with  Deut.  20.  12.  Sre 
n  Becaule  fuch  children  are,  by  Chrift  affirmed  tc 
have  a  place  and  portion  in  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven.  3,  Life  no  children  cquld  be  baptized,  bap- 
tiiai  being  a  church  ordinance,  and  a  feal  of  tht 
covenant  of  n'race.’*  And  alfo,  that  -‘it  is  the  du- 
ty  of  infants, wdio  confederate  in  their  parents,  wher 
grown  up  to  years  of  diferetion,  though  net  yet  f\ 
for  the  Lord's  fupper^  to  own  the  covenant  they  mad( 
"with  their  parents,  by  entering  thereinto  in  then 
own  perfons  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  church  tc 
cal!  upon  them  for  the  performance  thereof  ;  anc 
if,  being  called  upon,  they  lliall  reiufe  the  perfor 
inanceof  this  great  duty,  or  otherwife  continiK 
fcandaious,  they  are  liable  to  be  cenfured  for  th( 
fame  by  the  church.  And  in  cafe  they  underftanc 
the  grounds  of  rdigion,  are  not  fcandalous,  anc 
ioiciimiy  own  the  covenant  in  their  own  perfonS; 
vrhereia  they  give  up  both  themfelves  and  theii 
chiidreh  unto  the  Lord,  and  de&;e  baptifm  foi 
liiem,  \ve  (with  due  reverence  to  any  godly  learn 
i'A  that  may  diffent)  fee  not  fufficicnt  caufe  to  dc 
ny  bautiTm  unto  their  ciiildrca/^ 

As 
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“  “  i;  dltoence  a^d  c»- 

lo.r:alr 2 

June,  '>«''  „„^f„nie  fiich  account ;  mfo- 

Dccalioncdat  the  tu  lt  on  church,  having 

uvach  that  fundry  tnento  nma^ 

rent;  themfelves  oft,  fettled,  and  ga- 

higher  up  the  river,  of  Schifm,  as 

thered  a  dUlind  church  hat  way  7 

the  reft  of  the  chui  cues  j^gle  colony  of  Con- 

py  difference  over  enchantment  upon 

uedicut,  with  luch  a  towns 

”']”atout'Ac  pSpk  generally  made  themfelves 
round  Mother  of  the  yvnrrc/.-A 

^orS  S  rwls  doubtlefe  committed,  even  by  p- 

'^■“i;-S.I^"‘ropen  breach,  whKh  couM 

\  o-  made  up  among  themleives, 

not  be  rivaieQ)  o.  r  ilUncr  a  con- 

1  -h  iMt  rhem  uooii  a  neceffity  oi  caiimg  a  cun 

Taon  of  the  meffenger.  of  fundry  ^diches  m^the 
Maffachufetts,  wha  met  at  Bofton,  , 
made  arcconciliation  hetweeu  them  -T^ 
of  church-care,  about  the  ‘children  of  our  chui  ch^ 

met  with  fuch  oppofition  f 

tered  with  any  thing  leis  than  a  fynod,  of  elders 
anfmXrgei  s  fronf  all  the  churches  of  the  M^-. 
Sclmfetts  cSlony.  Accordingly  the  general  court, 
having  the  necefcty  of  the  matter  hefm-e  Jem; 
-t  then  fecond  feffion,in  the  year  i66i,iffuJout: 
die\r  defire  and  order  for  the  convening  of  fuch  a 
fYiiQd  at  Bofton  in  the  fpring  ”  After  long  labor 
the  majority  of  them  approved  of  above  prji 
pofidon,  and  obtained  the  concurrance  of  the  gj 
fieral  court  thereto,  on  Oeftober  8th,  Mi. 

*  Hubbard-MaKualiai  B.  5-  P.  ni.  aad  t  5- 
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uS;!  Sa'l-ff  “f  'ha, 

bapdfm  within  tlif  rm  ,  h-sep 

(unto  charity)  fonie  what  nf  Ih^  ^  °  ^  tiiathave 

€r grace  in  exercife,  weihallbe 

maale-way  of  church-refonnation  "  *  iS'/tT 

this  halving  of  matters  in  vpI'  ^  i 

,»ifchirfj.hit  land!  as  „eu®°"  1“  ■i™'  "'r 
tongae  can  exprefs.  eliewhercj  than 

.mptonf  tote  “  tly  f  r '■'*  “f 

“'tafeSr '  ta! 

fraternity  in  admiffion/'£  ttrendent’e’’ 
pubhlhed  his  tefii.n„„V  ag)iL "  tS''*'"’' 

Waft  £•  'othelaa  of”  Sht 

Mitchelwasemployedt‘tw°Ato?preft' 

Yonng  Mr.  Mather  in  that  preface  Ls  “  The  ,1 

Bod  acknew  edged,  that  there  ought  be  to  tr  ue  in' 

S&Sr  ^WeZSa^^a'Ild 

Saortr-  l”’  'h^Mves  a?k„„J.  d^ed 

ranetaC  f'dl"  J’**’'  ho  fet  riown  tor  a 
condulion,  and  then  we  fhould  all  a^ree  But 

^ofe  reverend  perfons  would  not  confent  to  this  » 

No;  and  Mr.  Mitchelwas  &  far  froto  doinVil  f 

his 

*  His  life,  p.  76,  80. 
t  Mair.  hift.  vol,  i.  p. 
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his  anf  '  er,  that  he  tells  of  dlftinguifliing  betweca 
faith  in  its  hopeful  beginning,  and  faith  ia 
fpecial  exercife  ;  initial  faith  and  exercifed  faith, 
and  fays,  “  All  reformed  churches,  unantniouily 
grant  the  child’s  right  unto  baptilm,  by  its  being 
/>P'7z  within  the  'vifible  church^  Bclides,  what  have 
infants  more  than  meer  membcrJJnp  to  give  them 
right  unto  baptifm  ?  We  know  of  no  ftronger  argu¬ 
ment  for  infant  baptifm  than  this,  that  church 
members  are  to  oe  baptized.'’'*  *  To  which  I  would 
fay.  tnat  the  Jewifh  cluirch  indeed  was  firft  con- 
ftituted  of  the  houllioid  of  xbrahum,  and  all  his 
offspring  were  born  in  the  church,  of  whom  the 
fon  of  the  bond  woman  w^as  the  firft  that  was  cir- 
cumcifed  ;  but  the  chriftian  church  is  conftituted 
of.  the  houthold  of  God,  the  children  of  the  free  wo.- 
man,  in  diftinclion  from  thofe  who  were  born  after 
the  fie  fh,  though  from  Abraham’s  body.  Ephefians 
2.  Gal.  4* 

Mr  Mitchel, 'by  his  reafonings  drew  Mr.  I. 
Mather  over  to  that  fide ;  after  which  he  afted 
many  cruel  things  againft  the  baptifts  for  near  2® 
years,  till  the  fame  meafures  were  meeted  to  him 
again,  fo  as  very  fenfible  to  convince  him  of  hk 
error  therein.  Mr  Hubbard  fays,  “  borne  think 
Mr.  Devenport’s  book  hath  overthrown  the  pro- 
pofitions  of  the  fynod,  according  to  their  own 
principles.”  Mr.  Devenport  was  a  while  in  Hol¬ 
land,  before  he  came  here,  where  he  teftified 
againft  their  promifeuous  baptifms  •.  and  he  faid 
“  When  a  reformation  of  the  church  has  been 
brought  about  in  any  part  of  the  world,  it  hasrare- 
ly  been  afterw^ards  carried  on  any  one  ftep  further 
than  theyfr/2  reformers  did  fucceed  in  their  frfi  en¬ 
deavors.  He  obferved,  that  as  eafily  might  the  ark 

have 

_  Magnalia,  book  5*  page  77-^754 
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have  been  removed  from  the  mountains  of  Ararat, 
where  it  firft  gi^ounded,  as  a  people  get  any  ground 
in  reformation,  after  and  beyond  the  firit  reirove 
of  the  reformers.  And  this  obfervation  quick¬ 
ened  him  to  embark  in  a  dehgn  of  reformation, 
wherein  he  might  have  opportunity  to  drive  things 
in  ejfajy  as  near  to  the  precept  and  pattern 

of  feripture  as  they  could  be  driven.’’  *  We  fhall 
prefently  fee  other  minifters  promoting  a  fepara* 
tion  from  him  for  thefe  attempts. 

O  N  the  8th  of  May,  this  year,  the  affembly  at 
Bofton  wrote  to  that  of  Rhodedfiand  and  (aid, 

Our  affection  to  peace  and  a  fair  correfpondarce, 
puts  us  upon  a  condelcention  far  beneath  our  ov  n 
reafon,  and  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  once  nmie  to 
traiifmit  this  our  laft  letter  to  you,  coiicerning  the 
tinjuft  moleftation  and  intrufion  of  fome  of  your 
inhabitants,  upon  the  undoubted  rights  of  this 
jnrifdiclion,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  in  their 
grants  and  poffeffions  in  the  Pequot  and  Narragan- 
fet  country,  upon  pretence  of  authority  from  your 
court,  and  purchafe  from  Indians,  but  producing 
no  deed,  record,  order  or  commifEon  for  warrant¬ 
ing  the  fame  ;  wherein,  as  we  conceive,  they  act 
direftly  againft  reafon,  righteoufnefs,  precedent, 
grants  from  England,  clear  conqueft,purcJiafe  and 
pofTeflion.  It  is  not  unknow  to  yourfelves  what 
means  have  been  ufed  from  time  to  time,  both 
by  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
by  the  governor  and  magiftrates,  general  court 
and  council  of  this  jnrifdiclion,  by  their  feveral 
letters,  to  defire  you  to  caufe  your  people  to  defift 
fuch  proceedings,  and  extend  your  authority  for 
lupprelling  injuftice  ;  but  to  this  day  have  received 
t).©  fatisfadtory  or  particular  anfwer  in  the  premi- 

Z.  \MagTialiaj  IbooJc  3.  page  53# 
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res  •  which  has  given  us  grounds  to  fuppofe,  that 
you  lodSlge  them  in  then-  P™ceedmg3. 
You  may  hereby  have  notice,  tha 

f^-onle  Lmely,  Tobias  Sanders,  and  Kobert  Bar- 

dick  bVmg  long  lince  taken  on  the  place,  an  e- 

e^red  by\is  to  anfwer  their  trelpais  we  havu 
now  called  them  before  the  court,  and  find  no¬ 
thing  from  them  to  juftify  their  P'^eedings  5 
therefore  the  court  hath  fined  tuera  40I.  foi 
offence  and  towards  fatisfaction  tor  tne  charges 
e*  Sed  in  canying  them  before  > 

and  that  they  ftaad  committed  till  the  fine  be 
Iktisfied,  and  fecurity  given  to  the  lecretary  to  the 
value  of  lool.  for  their  peaceable  ciemeanour  to¬ 
ward  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  juriicliction  for  t 
future.  And  we  hereby  fignity  unto  you,  that 
unlefs  you  command  off  your  inhabitants  that  yet 
continue  them  pofl'effion  at  Sotherton  and  Pate- 
Ikomfcut  before  the  laft  of  June  next,  you  mav 
expeff  we  fhall  not  continue  to  negled  the  relief 
and  protection  of  our  people  there  molefted  ;  and 
fiiall  account  it  our  duty  to  fecure  all  fuch  perlons , 
and  ellates  of  yours  as  lhall  be  found  within  our 
iurifdidion,  until  juft  damages  be  fatished.  But 
this  we  heartily  and  earneftiy  defn  e  may  be  avoid¬ 
ed  bv  your  prudent  care  and  juftice,  and  that 
pcLe'and  good  agreement  may  for  the  future  be 

preferved  between  us.”*  ,  ,  r  *  cc  mvot- 

This  reminds  me  of  Mr.  Locke  s  faying,  ^hat 

dominion  is  founded  m  grace,  is  an  affcition  by  v.  ic 

thofe  who  maintain  it  do  plainly  lay  claim  to  the 

■polfelnonofad  things  ;  for  they  are  not  fo  wanting  to 

themfelves  as  not  to  believe,  or  at  leaft  as  not  to 

profefs  themfelves  to  be  the  truly  pious  and  faitl^ 

f^uL”  t  Becaufc  Mr.  Williams  teftified  agamic 

W  w ' 

•  Khode-Idand  records.  t  On  tolleratlen,  pege 
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that  power  when  he  firft  came  to  Bofton,  the  court 
'  Salem  againll  him  ;  whereupon  he  did 

ajt  ftay  to  contend  with  them, 'but  peacably  with, 
drew  to  Plymouth,  where  his  tcaciuns'  was  well 
approved  as  Jong  as  Mr.  Bradford  was"  £rovernor 
But  when  Mr.  Winflo..v  came  into  that  office* 
wno  wnth  the  Mallachufetts  was  agalnft  a  full  to! 
JCTation  ni  religious  matters,  *  Mr.V/illiams  peace¬ 
ably  retired  to  Salem,  and  took  the  charo-e  of  that 

lock  ;  but  tor  the  churches  receiving  him  without 
tne  ru,ers  leave,  they  took  away  fome  of  their 
poffehions,  till  tney  would  give  up  Mr.  Williams  • 

and,  for  ms  faithful  admonitions  to  them  on  that 

account  ti^cy  expelled  him  out  of  their  juriidic- 
tion  ;  but  whocan  tdl  how  far  that  extends  When 
^  be  came  hnt  into  this  country  all  the  Indians  from 
Bo  toq  and  Plymouth  Bays  to  Paucatuck  river 
w  ci  c  tributaries  to  the  chief  fachems  of  i\  arraijan- 
let  ;  and  from  thence  to  Mudfon’sViver,  and  over 
ai  i-,ong  Iliand  Safficus  had  extended  his  power 
even  over  j.6  fachems.  f  The  Pequot,  being  thus 
powerful,  made  war  upon  the  INarraganfets,  who 
m  April  1632,  had  a  number  of  their  tributaries 
out  of  Plymouth  and  Mallachufett  coionies  to  affift 
them  againit  him  ;  yet  Safficus  prevailed,  aud  ex¬ 
tended  j  his  territories  ten  miles  eaft  of  I'auca- 

’r  Hme  time  Natuwannute, 

a  fachem  Oi  the  country  about  w^here  Hartford 
now  ifands,  with  a  number  of  his  men,  “  were 

di  iven  out  from  thence  by  the  potency  of  the  Pe- 

quots,’"  and  came  to  our  fathers  at  Plymouth 
and  requefted  them  to  go  up  and  trade  there,  tho' 

“  their 


♦  Mifiachufetts  hiftory,  vol.  3  p.qge  i;4. 
f- v„,,n.v>dfcut  s  antiver  to  the  king’s  letter,  177?, 

0"(V  I'r.nr  i  ri  mKii]]  i 
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their  end  was  to  be  reftored  to 

Sdin-  houfe  was  fet  up  among  them.  *  _  Whicli 
waffuch  an  eyefore  to  the  Pequots,  that  m  i6_j4 
:j::;'Surdered  captain  Stone  and  leven  umn  w^ 
him,  plundered  his  goods  and  funk  hn  ^  , 

caufe-  they  were  going  up  l^red 

trade  there.  Two  years  after  they  muidered 

Captain  Oldham  as  1  have  related,  p.  75.  And 

Sfn  the  notice  which  Mr.  Williams  gave  them 

of  this  fad  event,  Mr.  Endicot  with  an  aimed  force 

wasfentin  Aug.  25,  163O  to  try  jh 

Pequots  to  terms  ;  but  Jolmf on  fays  it 

bootlefs  voyage,  only  his  leaving  fome  men 

Underhill,  at  Say  brook  fort  ^  ^ 

taken.  Upon  his  return  Sadicus  applied  to  the 
Narra^anfets  for  a  reconciliation,  tliat  they  a 
mierht^in  to  expel  thefe  ne v. comers  •,  repreient- 

in<?,  -  that  if  they  flaould  help,  or  fufler  the  Eng- 

lifh  to  fubdiie  the  Pequots,  they  woula 
make  way  for  their  own  future  rum  ;  and  Aao 
they  need  not  come  to  open  battle  witu  tae  ^ng- 
lifh  •  for  only  to  fire  their  houfes  ;  kill  their  ca.tle, 
lav  in  ambufh  and  fhoot  them  as  they  went  aouut 
their  bufinefs,  they  would  quiddy  be  forced  to 

leave  the  country,  and  the  Indians  not.  be  expoied 

to  any  great  hazard.”  j  •  c  r 

Had  two  fuch  politic  and  potent  princes^  as  Sai- 

fic^’is  and  Miantinomo  were,  united  in  this  icheme, 

when  Bofton  was  but  fix  years  old  ;  FroviUence 

and  Hartford  but  a  few  months,  and  dew-viaven 

not  begun,  wliat  would  have  become  of  all  their 

claims  they  wmre  now  contending  for.  And  it  is 

moft  evident  that  Mr.  Williams  was  the  very  m- 

itrumcnt 

*  Maffachufetts  I'.tftory,  vol.  2.  paf;e  469,  470.  _ 

Major  Mafoa’i  liift'jry  of  tb*.  fe.iuot  ivar  ana  Qtr.;rs. 
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g  eat  1,1  i,aa  pcm-eti,  and  ib  of  ftving  tl.e  vaft  in- 
tCtCit  wc  now  have  in  tins  country  :  but  how  wt 
he  reqmtcd  for  ,t  f  Why  after  wL'wfi  men  Ld 
‘  mecl  as  tair  a  title  co  that  town,  as  the  Mafia 
chufetLs  ever  had  to  Bofton,yet  becaufe  tiiey  were 
^ot  orthodoax  they  v^ere  fetciied  away  by  force  of 

murdered  for 

So  th  ^  when 

tueoithoaox  party  afterward  proclaimed  w^ar  upon 

hi  i^^cceliors  becaufe  they  wire  for  revengin/S 

I’'-'''"-'  "'0  ‘oSher 

dffvn  ,  ^  With  them  to  up 

down  and  fettle  the' matter  at  Bofion,  how  w-ere 

Jomn  n  ■  f  '95-  They  were  not  only 

ppl  engagement  to  pay  ail  dama- 

aifo  cofts,  and  to  quit  any  claim  to  the  Pequot 

Nv-m?l  Narraganfet  \nd 

iVyantick  fagamores  and  deputy,  hereby  agree  and 

covenant  to  and  with  the^ommifiioLf  of  the 

Un^.ed  Lolonies,  that  henceforward,  they  will  nei- 

i,ei  g'Ve,  grant,  fell,  or  in  any  manner  alienate 

oU&ir  country,  nor  any  parcel  of  land 

thei_cm,  either  to  any  Englifh  or  others,  without 

coment  or  allowance  of  die  laid  comniiffioners  ” 

And  two^years  after,  upon' their  calling  for  their 

pa>,  Fallicus  fent  them  word,  that  “  when  he 
made  this  covenant,  he  did  it  in  fear  of  the  armyl 
^nc  L  laugh  tile  LngUfii  kept  their  covenant  with 
,  im  there,  and  let  him  go  from  them,  vet  the  ar- 
my  was  to  go  to  Narraganfet  immediately  and 
foil  him  mere  ;  therefore  faid  the  commifiioners, 
oefjour  hands  to  fuch  andfuch  things,  or  elfe  the  ar- 
my Jmjl go^  forth,  to  the  Narragmfets.”  In  anfwxr  tp 
wUicn  the  commiffioners  l5y.  After  covenant's 
-have  been foJemnlv  made,  and  o-ivext_, 

'  ^ 
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a  fmali  part  of  the  wampuio  paid,  and  ‘Jj.'  ^ 
doe  now  to  pretend  fears  is  a  vain  and  0®“*' 
tcufe  ”  •  Tin,  fliews  that  “  f?; 

neglect  the  rule  they  J  beft 

that  expedition,  viz.  You  are  uic  y  , 

endeavours  to  gain  the  enemies  c^oes  o^utteriy 
leftrov  them,  and  herein  you  may  maK  g 

SndiaL  our  confederates,  as  you  may 
CO  upon  other  occaiions,  having  due  i^egar 
honor  of  God,  who  is  both  our  fword  “ 
and  to  the  dl/iance  which  is  to  be  obferved  betwixt 
fhri/iians  ^nd  barbarians,  as  well  m  war  as  m  other 

"iSEr'mUths  before  that  covenant  was 
made,  Pafficus  and  other  heads  ol 
by  an  ample  deed  refigned  over  and  ^*^bnutted  ^ 
thofe  lands  to  the  ihpreme  authority  ^ 

and  Mr.  Williams  had  procured  a  charter  there  t 

from  thence,  extending  ^ 

countrv  paffe  148,  19a.  The  Maffachufetts  re- 

cords,  upon  granting  Fhher’s  iHand  to  Mr.  m- 
throp,  p.  115  fay  it  lies  agamft  the  mouth  of  Pe 

quoc  river.  What  right  of  jurildidion  then  had 

thofe  colonies  call  of  that  river  ?  and  what  n  t 

had  Pafficus  to  engage  any  of  thofe  lands  to  them, 

which  he  had  fubmitted  to  another  authority  lo 

long:  before  ?  By  repeated  endeavors  the  com- 

mhlioners  had  got  all  the  wampum  that  was  pro. 

mifed  infaid  covenant  but  308  fathom,  before  they 

met  at  Hartford  on  Sept.  5,  1650  -,  and  then  cap- 

tain  Atherton  was  lent,  with  twenty  armed  men, 

to  demand  the  remainder,  with  orders  to  leize 

their  goods  it  the  Indians  refuted  to  P^Y  rt  > 

if  reliitance  Ihould  be  made  fo  as  any  life  ^  » 

that 
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ftoald 

-t  be  caJkd  to  make  war  upon  them  tor  it.  H« 
icuT’s^teift^an?^’  ^ound  Paf- 

Jiea-,  stent,  and  going  mto It,  fdzed  die  fachem 
by  the  hair  of  his  head,  and  threatened  to  ihoot 
ir  any  refittance  was  made,  'i  his  terrified 

Sn  oH;  ’ 

pa.d.  On  July  ^5,  165 1 ,  at  the  defire  of  the  Nar- 
raganfet  lachems,  Mr.  Williams  wrote  to  the  em. 
vcnior  at  Bofton,  an  account  of  fundry  complaints 
they^nad  agamft  Tineas ;  which  letter  was  laid  be- 

S  "iet  at  New- 

aval,  e  4th  of  September  following  •  but  tho' 

Uucas  w^s  prefent  yet  they  aeded  nothing  upon  it 

becauie  the  Narraganfets  had  not  font  any  6f  their 

tibu.e  01312  fathom  of  wampum  was  paid  by 
Uncas,  iNiuceroft  and  others,  on  "account  of  the 

Fequots  they  had  among  them;  and  upon  laying- 
of  It  oow- n  they  demanded,  “Why  this  tribute 
was  required,  how' long  it  ihould  continue,  and 
whether  tne  children  to  be  born  hereafter  were  to 

confidered,  the  commiffion- 
ers  oy  i  uomas  Stanton,  anfwered,  that  the  tribute 
by  agreement  hath  been  due  yearly  from  the  Pe- 
quots  fince  anno  1638,  for  fundry  murders  with- 
out  provocation  committed  by  them  upon  feveral 
of  cae  Enghlh  ^  at  feveral  times,  as  they  found  op- 
portunity  ;  refilling  either  to  deliver  up  the  mur¬ 
derers  or  to  do  juftice  upon  them  ;  fo  drawing  ou 
a  w  ar  upon  themfelves,  to  the  great  charge  and  in¬ 
convenience  of  the  imghfh  ;  wdiich  w^ar,  throimh 
the  pod  hand  of  our  God,  ilTued  firft  in  a  con- 
queli  over  that  treacherous  and  bloody  people,  and 
after  by  agreemer.  ^t6  fpare  as  much  as  might  be 
even  iuch  puilty  blood)  in  a  fmall  tribute,  to  bs 
,  '  paid 
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■paid  indifferent  proportions,  by,  and  for  their  males, 
according  to  their  different  ages  yearly  ;  but  hath 
not  hitherto  been  fatisfied,  though  demanded. 
Wherefore,  though  twelve  years  tribute  were  due 
before  the  year  1650,  and  though  the  agreement 
was  for  a  yearly  tribute  to  be  paid  by  them  and 
theirs,  fo  long  as  they  continue  in  this  part  of  the 
country  ;  yet  the  commiffioners,  fomething  to  cafe 
their  fpirits,  and  to  engage  them  to  an  inoffenlivc 
and  peacable  carriage,  declared  that  the  payment 
of  this  tribute  fliall  be  limited  to  ten  years,  this  laff 
year  to  be  reckoned  the  firft  ;  after  which,  unlefs 
they  draw  trouble  unto  themfelves,  they  ffiall  be 
free.”  * 

Such  an  uneafinels  among  the  Narraganfets 
v/as  difcovered  two  years  after,  that  another  army 
w’as  railed  and  fent  againft  them,  which  compelled 
them  into  another  treaty,  which  not  being  other- 
wife  fulfilled,  the  fachems  were  brought  on  Octo¬ 
ber  13,  1660  to  mortgage  all  their  lands,  to  Major 
Atherton,  and  about  twenty  affociates  with  him, 
for  600  fathom  of  wampum,  faid  then  to  be  due 
to  the  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies.  I  find 
alfo  by  the  records,  that  the  MaiTachufetts  and 
Connecficuts  could  never  agree  how  to  divide  the 
Pequot  lands  betwixt  them,  till  the  commiffioners 
from  Plymouth  and  New-Haven  had  the  cafe  re- 
fercd  to'them,  and  they  on  Sept.  16,  1658,  fettled 
the  line  betwixt  them  ;  which  was, to  be  Miftick 
river  (waicli  runs  in  betwixt  Stonington  and  Gro¬ 
ton)  up  to  the  pond,  by  Lanthorn-hill,  and  thence 
from  the  middle  of  that  pond  to  run  a  north  courfe ; 
the  Maffachufetts  to  hive  both  property  and  jurif- 
dicfion  from  thence  to  Wecapaug-brook,  which 
was  the  eafterly  bounds  of  £^&cus’s  conqueft. 

Pataquamfcut 

*  Records  of  the  United  Colonies. 
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Pataquamfcut  purchafe  was  made  partly  in  idr-j’ 
and  partly  in  1658,  by  fome  inhabitants  of  Rhode- 
luand,  and  JohnFIuli  ofRofton,  who  got  a  great 
dtate  by  coining  their  filver  iboney.)  This  pur-, 
chafe  was  about  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  feven  in' 
breadth,  in  the  heart  or  the  Narraganfet  country,  * 
When  their  aflembly  met  at  Newport  May  21,' 
1 66 1 ,  they  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  let* 
ters  they  had  then  received  from  the  Mafl'achu. 
fetts,  “  who  ferioufly  confidered  and  debated  cir- 
cumftances,  concerning  the  matter  in  difference, 
betwixt  the  gentlemen,  and  fome  friends  with 
them,  that  are  active  in  fharing  the  Narraganfet 
lands  in  the  colony,  without  the  content  of  the 
colony  ;  and  v/e  find  by  their  letter,  that  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen, major  Atherton  and  aflbeiates  are  notfb  well 
informed  of  the  intent  of  the  colony  as  might  be 
requifite.  And  thej  concluded  to  write  and 
give  theria  better  information,  and  to  offer  to  leave 
the  cafe  to  referees  to  fettle  it  ;  but  fay,  “  In  cafe 
a  fair  iffue  cannot  be  had,  as  is  defired,  then,  in  a 
fpeedy  and  convenient  time  and  feafon,  to  forbid 
the  faid  gentlemen,  or  any  of  their  company,  in 
his  majefty’s  name,  from  further  proceeding  in  the 
faid  purchafe,  as  to  pofTelling  or  fliaring  of  any  of  the 
faid  lands,  and  to  profeente  them,  or  any  of  them, 
in  cafe  they  ftill  proceed  without  confent  of  the 

colony, 

*  In  1668  thefe  purchafers  gave  thrcediundred  acrei  of  their 
iieft  land,  for  an  orthodox  perfon,  to  oreach  God’s  word  to  the 
inhabitants  ;  which  has  coft  much  contention  in  the  law.  Doiv- 
glcifsf  voL  z.  I04.  ' 

In  1752,  Dr,  Macfparran  faid,  '' I  have  been  enjraged  in  a  law¬ 
ful  t  about  Glebeland  twenty-eight  years,  and  the  independant 
teacher  ha^  at  lalt  obtained  a  decree  in  council  in  his  favour  ;  fo 
tlwt  I  am  forced  to  fit  down  by  the  lofs  of  at  leaft  6ool.  fterling." 
America  dificied,  page  42. 

1  am  told  that  Dr.  Stennett,  a  baptift  mlnifter  in  London,  ha<t 
a  great  hand  m  procuring  this  decree  for  Mr.  Jofeph  Torry, 
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rolony,  as  concluding  that  fuch  their  procecdl,  gS 
are  contrary  to  the  crdvt'n  and  dignity  of  his  niajef- 
tv.  and  to  the  peace  and  well-being  of  his  majefty 

fab’scls  in  tins  colony.”  The  27th 
lowing  an  affembly  met  at  Fortfniouth,  of  yhjch 
Mr.  Williams  was  a  member,  when  they  fen.  1 
conimiffion  and  letters  to  Mr. Clarke, to  folhcit  fo.  a 

hew  Chaftef,  April  27th,  1662,  the  town  -pro¬ 
vidence  mwe  Mr.  Clarke  a  full  purchafe  right  ot 
land  therein  as  a  free  gift;  .  The  next  month  came 
the  forgoing  letter  from  Boftoii  to  their  aflembly^ 
with  account  of  their  dei.ling  with  men  whom  tney 
called  trefparers,  of  whom.  Mr.  Burdick  was  then 
a  member,  of  Mr.  Clarke’s  chiirth.-— He  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Samuel  Hubbard’s  daughter,  and  has  i 
large  pofterity  remaining  in  and  about  'weiterly 
to  this  day.  ,Mr.  Sanford,  and  Mr  Greene  were 
how  feiit  to  Boftoii  to  make  another  tna*  for  au 
amicable  fettlemcnt  of  this  conttbyerfy. .  It  i| 
to  be  noted,  that  neither  of  there  colonies,  who  had 
made  fuch  a  noife  about  their  rights^  had  ever  re¬ 
ceived  any  charter,  either  from  king  or  parliament, 
bfany  lands  td  the  weft  of  Providence  colony^ 
till  Cdnhecfticut,  by  the  help  of  ME  Winthrbp,  ob¬ 
tained  one  dated  April  23,  1662, which  tookHew- 
Haveii  intb' the  fame  colony.  Arid  when  the  com- 
friiflloriers  met  at  Boftou  the  4th  bf  September j 
they  wrote  td  RHode-lfland  rillers  in  taeir  former 
ftrain,  and  informed  them  of  a  warrant  they  iiacl 
feen,  figned  by  jofephTorry  their  fcc'retary,  in  the 
name  of  the  general  court,  “  warning  Capt.  Gookia 
and  others  to  defiftand  forbear  any  further  dr  fu¬ 
ture  pofteiHon  of  any  lands  at  of  about  I  aucatucK 
as  they  {hall  arifwcr  the  contrary  at  tiicii  peri] 
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bang  earneftly  defirous  to  prevent  a'nf  fdrtlief 
ddlurbance  of  the  peace  of  the  colonies,  thouo-K 

^ intertfi 
of  tae  Mallachufetts  to  thofe  lands,  we  are  willihf* 

to  improve  the  arg-imeht  which  ydurfelves  have 

owned  and  therefore  thought  meet  to' certify  you' 

aaat  we  have  read  and  perufed  a  charter  of  incorpo’- 

'  T)  England,  fent  ovef 

la  theJaklliip,  granted' £6  fotoe  gend'emen  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  vdicreih  the  lands  at  Paiicatufk  and  Nar- 
yaganfet  are  contained,  which  we  hope  ^d!l  pree 
'vaii  with  you  to  require  and  caufe  your  people  to 

witndraw  themfelves,  and  defift  from  further  dif- 
turbance.” 

Th'e  v>ords  in  faid  charter  which  thev  Built  thS' 
upon,  bounded  that  colony  eafl,  “  by  *^the  Narra- 
ganfet  liver,  commonly  called  Narraganfet  b^'y 
wnere  the  faid  river,  falletlr  into  the  fea/’  Now*  it 
IS  to  be  rerUembered,  that  Plymouth  patent  was 
bounded  weaward  by  Narraganfet  river  and  baf 
and  thefe  colohifts  pretended  that  Warwick  was 
*ncluded  therein,  ■which  could  not  be,  unlefs  Pau'- 
ivatuck  was  the  river  fneant  j  and  if  it  wa*^  where  is 
their  right  now  to  go'_  eafl  of  it  fay  Connecficut 
charter  .  f  he  truth  is,  names  are  arbitrary,  and 
tliofe  worthy  governors,  Bradford  and  Window 
took  Patucket  to  b'e  the  river  intended  in  their 
patent,  p.  72,  74,-  And  there  was  now  lefs  rooip 
left  for  this  clifpute  ;  for  on  July  8,  1665  his  mat 
jelly  granted  Rhods-lirand  Charter,  which  deferibeS 
their  well  boundaries  to  be  the  middle  channel  of 
Paucatuck  river  up  tO'its  head,  and  thencea  north 
couffe  to  the  fouthline  of  the  Ma'lTacliuietts ;  whidV 
river  fays  he,  having  been  yielded  after  much 
debate,  for  the  fixed  and  certain  bounds  between 
th'cfe  our  faid  colonies,  by  the  agents  thereof;  wHb 

have 
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have  alfo  agreed,  that  the  faid  Pauptuck  nvej 

Lll  be  alfo  called,  alias,  Narraganlet  nver  ;  _an4 

n-eve'nt  future  difputes  that  ptherwilc  might 

^He  dSUy  forever  hereafter,  fhall  be  cQuhrued 
SemS  ard  taken  to  he  the  Narraganiet  river,  m 

cur  late  grant  to  Connecticut  This 

•’s  th-  eaftwardly  bound?  of  that  cpiony.  /bis 

-olciiy  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  plantations, 

to  extend  three  EngUlh  miles  caft  ^nd  north- 

call  of  the  moll  cailern  and  n»rt>«^f  n J""  ^ 
the  iMarraganfet  bay,bnto  the  mouth  pfPiovidence 
Hver,and Vhencebythe  eaft%yardly  bajjk  pf  it  up  to 
Patucket  falls,  oehg  the  mofi  tv-ej-wardy 
mouth  colony  ;  and  thence  due  north  tp  the  Maha- 
chufetts  lije,  by  which  it  is  bounded  pn  the  noi  th, 
and  by  the  ocean  pn  the  fqnth,  mduding  Block 
Ifland,  aud  the  other  iflands  withm  their  bay,  ^  _ 
the  Indians  had  formerly  fent  over  a  lubmiffipn  of 
themfelves  and  land,  to  the  king’s  father  they  had 
now  fent  another  to  him  ;  whereupon  he  fays  in 
this  charter,  “It  fhall  not  be  lawful  to,  or  for  the 
reft ofthe colonies,  to  inv.ade  or  mdeft  the  nauve  In- 
dians,  or  any  other  inhabitants  inhabiting  within 
the  bounds  and  limits  hereafter  nientioned  ;  they 
havinsr  ftibiefted  themfelves  unto  tis,  and  being  by 
ns  taken  into  our  fpecial  proteaion,  without  the 
knowledge  and  confent  of  the  governor  and  corn- 
pany  of  our  colony  of  Rhode-iftand,  and  liovi- 
dencc-plantations.” 

This  charter  appointed  that  a  governor  deputy- 
"■overnor,  and  ten  afliftantsfhould.be  eleaed  annu¬ 
ally  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in  May,  whp,  with  de¬ 
puties  or  reprefentatives  from  each  town,  were  to 
make  laws,  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  l.nglana, 
rnake  grants  of  land,  conllitute  courts  of  julticc, 

Slid  appoint  their  officers  both  civil  and  miniarv, 

'C.  ■  '•  '■  '  Mr., 
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Mr.  Garke  fen.t  over  this  charter,  and  Canr 

|ory  Dexter  fetched  it  from  8ofton  ;  uSn  whS 

ir/i  S  the  coion v' 

jr.c.  4t  Newport  November  2  ,,  and  ordered  clZ 

v^cer  to  Cake  forth  the  charter  and  read  it  b"for» 

|1!  Me  people,  and  hold  it  up  with  the  b  oad  S 

then  view,  and  then  to  have  it  fafely  dcDcf  t3 

in  .f&cVeS- 
SiS‘;“dHThn 

Bonot  ■  hS'ci”arke‘s  «;?“« 

which  letters  of  .hhl:  werehl;  i  toheVe”?”" 

Clatcndoc.  ,>  tkrfe  “h  ° 
ne  ”  d't  hfr'"* '^^h-  "‘^nns.  O'he 

anr!  r  govenor,  duputy.p-ov'">nor 

SnedhS "  r*  hi'"  ™g»g««n.V  they’ 
tiu,.  before  them,  and  let  them  know  wh.r  tl- 

hfi®  hrleth'd" '“'0  ’  they  &.id; 

they  reu.a  his  majefty  great  thanks  for  his  o-ra- 

jmus  renef,m  reiealmg  their  lands  from  thofe  fcixed 

by  forne  of  the  other  co^ 
fomes.  But^notiier  thing  which  is  by  no  means 

in  foT'h^c£r^r^^" tP-eirpeti.' 

-  0  ,nc  charti,!  tney  declared,  “  That  it  is 

|i«ia.rtE,  if  they  may  be  permitted " 

to  hold  forth  a  lively-  eyperimeft,  thf  a  nS 

hS  -"ht'-'"  f  '""h  lUnd  and  belt  be  main- 
-  ea,  etiid  tiiat  aniongpur  Engliafubjeas,  with 

'^«^LIGI0U3  CONCrKKMENTS, 

r3tl<au.  til3.  L  fniP  »' 1  rtr  4- T _ _ _  1  y  ^  ^ 
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to  the  foverelgnty,  and  will  lay  in  the  hearts  of  meiiy 
the  ftron^ea  obligation  to  true  loyalty.  Hus  pe¬ 
tition  was  therefore  fully  granted  :  and  above  a 
hundred  years  after,  a  worthy  gentlejnan  well  lays. 
This  great  experituent  hath  been  rnade,  ana  it 
hath  fullv  appeared,  that  a  flouriChing  civil  ^  ftatc,. 
and  the  moft  unftained  loyalty,  may  hand  wntiiout 
the  help  of  any  religious  party  teft s  to  fupport 
them  ;  and  the  chriftian  religion  is  as  little  indebted 
to  hujmn  laws  for  its  fupport,  as  it  is  to  human  mp 
weiitions,  for  the  purity  of  its  morals,  apd  the  fubU-, 
niity  of  its  dQ(d:rines.'‘' 

For  feven  years  pah  there  had  been  many  con-^ 
tentions  about  lands,  and  ftrivings  to  llrain  Indian 
purcliafes,  beyond  tlieir  jull  limits*  in  Tioviden^.w^k 
Newport,  and  other  parts  of  the  colony,  which  IVix- 
Williams  had  agreat  ha^nd  incompofmg  and  fettl¬ 
ing  \  the  particulars  of  which  would  be  very  1 
ftrufliive,  had  v/e  roona  for  them.  And  his  ho? e  :a 
1647  ;  that  government,  held  forth  through 
union  and  order,  though  by  few  in  number,  and 
mean  in  condition,  yet  would  withftand  and  ovei- 
come  mighty  oppofers,  [[page  aoo^  was  wot  dci  ml- 
ly  granted  and^confirmed  ;  the  memory  of  which, 
in  the  figure  of  an  anchor  with  this  word  for  its 
motto,  in  their  colony  feal,  has  been  continued  frora 
that  time  to  this.  Mr.  Clarke  returned,  June  7th, 
1664,  after  he  had  ferved  his  colony  at  the  Britifh 
court  twelve  years.  In  October  following  the 
afiembly  appointed  him,  Mr.  Williams  and  others, 
to  infpeft  their  laws,  to  fee  if  any  of  them  were 
contrary  to  their  charter,  and  to  make  a  tabic  of 
them.  A  comniittee  Vv^as  alfo  appointed  to  con- 
fider  of  their  eaftern  and  weftern  boundaries,  and 
write  to  the  other  colonics  concerning  them. 

Connedicut 

^  Hiftory  cf  Providence, 
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ponneaicut  ftill  contended  for  power  and  iurifdic. 
iion  in  Narraganfet,  and  offered  to  leave  the  cafe  to 
tje  colonies  of  MafTachiifetts  and  Plymouth  :  which 
Rnode-Ifland  would  not  do.  The  king’s'  commir= 
honers  who  were  now  fent  over,  heard  the  coin.' 
plaints  pf  die  fachemg  and  others,  and  entered 
upon  the  Narraganfet  country  in  the  king’s  name, 
and  called  d  thp  king’s  province.  But  on  the  eaft 
line  they  aj.Qwed  Plymouth  colony  tp  come  to  the 
the  water,  jjli  hi^  majefty’s  pleafure  ‘fliould  be  fur- 
llier  known.*  And  fo  the  line  continued,  till  other 
commiffinncrs  in  1 741,  fetliod  the  line  according  to 
to  Khpde-llland  charter,  which  gave  them  the 
towns  of  Briftol,  V/airen,  Barrington,  'riyerton 
and  lattlecomptqn,'  which  Plymouth  and  the  Mafi 

fechufetts  had  held  dll  then.  ‘  • 

The  firfl'  baptift  church  within  that  which  is 
now  the  Malfachufetts  ftate,  was  cbnftituted  in  Re- 
poboth  tliis  yes^r  ;  Mr.  Holrnes  and  his  friends  hav- 
ing  only  held  a'meeting  there  for  a  while,  and  then 
removed  to  Newport.  For  a  more  clear  idea  of 
of  its  original  we  rfiuft  look  over  iptQ  Wales,  w'here 
at  Ilft(»n  in  Qlarnorganfhire  a  baptift  church  wa? 
forrhed,  Oflober  ift,  1649  5  ^be  beginning  w'here- 
nf  their  records  defcribe  thus,  viz.  “  We  cannot 
put  admire  at  the  iinfearchable  ’vvifdom,  power  and 
love  of  God,  in  bringing  about  his  own  defigns, 
far  above,  and  beyond  the  capacity  and  under- 
fending  of  the  wifeft  of  men.  ''''feus,  to  the  glory 
of  his  owm  great  name,  hath  he  dealt  with  us  ;  for 
■when  there  had  beeii  no  company  of  fociety  of  peo¬ 
ple,  holding  forth  and  profeijing  the  doctrine,  wor- 
mip,  order  and  difcipline  of  the  gofpel,  according 
to  the  primative  inftiution,  that  ever  we  heard  of 
in  all  Wales,  fines  the  apoftacy,  itpleafed  the  Lord 

to  '' 
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to  chufe  this  dark  corner  to  place  Ins  narne  in,  and 
Honor  us,  undefcrving  creatures',  with  the  happi- 
nefs  of  being  the  Srft  iri  all  thefe  parts,  amon^ 
whom  was  praaifcd  the  glorious  ordiUanee  of  bap, 
tifin,  and  here  td  gather  the  hrlf  church  of  bap¬ 
tized  beliei>ers.”  From  whence  they  go  ora  to  re¬ 
late  how  Mr  John  Miles  and  Mr.  i;homas  Proud, 
weiit  up  to  London  the  next  preceeding  fpring,  and 
by  the  direction  of  Providence,  came  into  the  bap- 
till  ibciety  at  the  Glafs-  houle  in  Broadftreet,  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  Mr.  William  xonfett,  and  Mf.  Ed¬ 
ward  Draper,  “  immediately  after  they  had  kept 
a  day  to  feek  the  Lord,  that  he  would  fend  labor- 
fers  into  the  dark  corners  of  the  land.”  Thefe  tra¬ 
vellers  "vVere  well  received^  aiid  werefoon  feiit  back 
into  their  own  country  again,  and  were  inftru- 
rnental  cf  gathering  a  baptift  church  at  the  time  a- 
bove  mentioned  ;  and  which,  by  a  blefling  upon 
their  labors,  increafed  by  the  clofe  of  the  next 
year  to  fifty-five  members.  In  1 65 1‘,  forty  more 
joined  to  it  ;  forty-feven  in  1652,  and  by  the  end 
of  1660,  two-hundred  and  fixty-three  peilbns  had 
joined  to  that  church,  whofe  names  all  now  ftand 
in  a  neat  book  of  records  w^hich  they  kept ;  which* 
contain  a  diftinef  account  of  the  means  and  methods 
they  took  to'  promote  vital  and  practical  religion  a- 
mong  the  feveral  branches  of  their  lociety  ;  as  alfo 
letters  of  co'rrefpondence  to  and  from  their  bre¬ 
thren  in  various  parts  of  England  and  Ireland. 

But  here  another  feene  opens.  .  . 

The  prefbyterians  had  been  as  much  agxa’i'nfl  e- 
qual  religious  liberty  as  the  epifcopalians,  and  ma« 
nifefted  as  great  bitternefs  againft  thole  who  broke 
their  power  in  the  long  parliament ;  and  thefe  two 
parties  joined  in  reftoring  the  fecond  Charles  to 
the  throne,  who  came  in  with  plaufable  pvomifes 

..  .  sf 
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;  and  great  pains 

SfS'r’'  '®“\  '=P^f“P>l«nS  h”- 

'  S  j  •'°  'I'™  >■“*.  dMerminec'  .o' 

..ruih  all  that  oppofed  it.  Ambngthe  reft  they  ivrcak- 

Henr^r  Vane,  whom  they 
.  w.eaded  iH  Auguft  1662.”  His  indilcrction  and 
info.ence  (fa)s  a  great  author)'  as  well  on  nii  tria! 
zs  .ns  execution,  hare  been  extrearhly  anerarated 
but  It  13  eafy  to  fee,  it  was  cniy  t(j  fave  the  kir  s’s 
nonor,  who  haying  pohtivly  promifed  a  pardon  td 
al  except  the  i^ing’a  judges,  could  hot  avoid  grant-* 

j  violating  his  prot.- 

mife.  And  when  Vane’s  friends  perfuaded  him 
to  maice  fome^fubmlffion  in  Order  to  fave  his  life* 
he  faid,  ‘‘  If  the  king  does  not  think  himfelf  morp 
concerned  for  His  Honor  and  word.,  tlinn  I  do  for 
my  life,  I  am  Very  willing  they  fhould  tHce  it; 
Nay,  I  declare  that  I  Value  my  life  lefs  ifi  a  o-ood 
bailie,  than  the  king  can  do  his  promife.”  ^  A 
pfeibyterian  author  who  writes  very  bitterly  awabift 
him,  yet  owns  that, the  two  things  in  whi?h  he 
had  moft  liiccels,  and  Ipake  fnoft  plainly,  were  his 
earneft  plea  for  univerfal  liberty  of  tonfcience,  and  a- 
gainft  the  magiftfates  intermeddling  with  relip-ion,- 
and  his  teaching  his  followdrS  to  revile  the  mini- 
ftiy,  calling  them  ordinarily  bluck  touts ^  pnefls^  and 
other  names  which  favoured  of  reproach.’^  And 
he  fays,  “  No  man  could  die  with  gfeater'  appf’ai” 
ance  of  a  gallant  refolution,  and  fearlelTnefs  than  he 
did,  though  before  fuppofed  a  timeroiis  man  ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  the  manner  of  his  death  procured  Inin 
more  applaufe  than  all  the  actions  of  his  life.”  •; 

On  the  24th  of  that  month,  •  called  St.  Barthol 
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*  Rapin,  vol.  2.  p,age  6,31. 
t  Calamy’s  abridgment,  page  99, 
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mew’s  day,  and  act  of  parliament  took  place,  winch 
elected  all  teachers,  both  of  churches  and  ichools, 
out  of  their  places,  who  would  not  declare  their 
afl’ent  or  conienc  to  all  the  forms  and  cei  emomes  ot 
the  church  of  England.  About  2000  were  turned 
out  by  it ;  and  the  method  the  church 
to  procure  this  act,  was  fecretly  to  foment  diftur- 
bailees  and  tumults  in  difterent  plrts  of  ^.ngland, 
and  then  to  perfuade  the  parliament  that  the  pre  - 
byterians  did  it,  and  that  no  peace  could  be  had 
with  them  tilldiflenters  were  all  turned  out  of  places 
And  among  thofe  fo  ejected  \vas  our  Mr.  Miles.  * 
Upon  which  he  and  fome  of  his  friends  came  over 
to  our  country,  and  brought  their  church  records 
-with  them.  And  at  Mr.  Butterworth’s  houfe 
inRehoboth,  in  1663,  John  Miles,  elder,  James 
Brown,  Nicholas  Tanner,  Jofeph  Carpenter,  John 
Butterworth,  Eldad  Kingfley,  and  Benjamin  Alby, 
joined  in  a  folemn  covenant  together. 

Triis  church  was  then  in  Plymouth  colony,  con.^ 
cerning  whom  Br.  Mather  fays,  there  being  ma.* 
ny  good  men  among  thofe — I  do  not  know  thaC 
they  have  been  'perjGcutcd  with  any  haider  means, 
than  thofe  of  kind  conferences  to  reclaim  them.”  f 
1  fuppofe  it  was  fo  for  fome  years,  and  that  becaufe 
Mr.  Newman,  who  perfecuted  Mr.  liolraes,  died 
this  year  ;  but  four  years  after  I  find  it  thus  re¬ 
corded,  viz.  “  At  the  court  holden  at  Piymoutli 
the  zd  of  July,  1667,  before  Thomas  Prince,  go¬ 
vernor,  John  Alden,  Jofiah  Winilow,  Thomas 
Southworth,  William  Bradford,  Thomas  Hinck¬ 
ley,  Nathaniel  Bacon,  and  John  Ereeman,  allil- 

Miles,  and  hlr.  Browm,  for  their  bi  each 
sf  order,  in  fetting  up  of  a  public  meeting  wah- 

Y  y  out 

*  Ihid,  p,  178 — -1 8 1. -and  vol,  2,  p»  '"3U 

I  iMugnaiia,  Book  i,  p.  14^ 
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out  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  court 
to  the  diilurbance  of  the  peace  of  the  place  arc 
ilned  each  of  them  5!  and  Mr.  Tanner  the  fum  ot 
il.  and  we  judge  that  their  continuance  at  Rcho- 
both,  being  very  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  tliat 
cuurch  and  that  town,  may  not  be  allowed  5  and 
do  therefore  order  all  perlbns  concerned  therein 
wholly  to  defift  from  the  laid  meeting  in  that  place 
or  townfhip,  within  this  month.  Yet  in  cafe  they 
flinil  remove  their  meeting  unto  fome  other  place 
where  they  may  not  prejudice  any  other  chm'ch’ 
and  flaall  givve  us  any  reafonable  fatisfacfion  refpec- 
tmg  their  principles,  we  know  not  but  they  mav 
be  permitted  by  this  government  fo  to  do.”  And 
it  was  no  longer  than  the  joth  of  Oaober  follow, 
ing,  ^before  the  coirrt  made  them  an' ample  nrant 
of  Wmnamoifet  which,  they  called  Swanzey'!  It 
then  included  what  is  now  Warren  and  Barring¬ 
ton,  and  the  dihricl  of  SJiawomet,  as  well  as  the 
prefent  town  of  Swanzey.  *  There  they  made  » 
regular  fettlement,whicli  has  continued  to  this  dav. 
The  families  alfo  of  Luther,  Cole,  Bowen,  Whea¬ 
ton,  Martin,  Barnes,  Thurber,  Bozworth,  Mafon, 
Child  and  others,  which  are  numerous  in  thofe 
parts,  fprang  from  the  early  planters  of  that  town 
and  church.  There  firft  meeting-houfe  was  built 
a  little  weft  of  Kelly’s- ferry,  againft  Warren,  but 
Mr.  Miles  fettled  the  weft  fide  of  the  great  bridge 
which  ftili  bears  his  name. 

C  H  A  P. 


/  ly.Tisim  rfcar://.— -Mote, this  town  was  named  onMarchrft, 
T66]-ii.  when  by  iniftakc  the  tirft  grant  is  dated,  in  Swanzey 
tdwii  rcconis  ;  but  the  above  1  tool;  from  ihe  court  rcGordj' 
a*  Hym.out.h, 
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C  H  A  P- 


VI. 


conftitutlon  ofthelirft 
in  account  of  he  com 

baptift  church  in  Bolton,  in  a 

of  their  Uifferiugs  down  to  ibTj- 

tt  1 T  A  foxT-Q  As  fomc  were  ftudying 

'^thSe%Le  others  as  ftudious  to  deprive  all 
ations,  there  \veic'-rLi  „  j  rpftri  n  the  privi- 

tnadult  children  j  i)r.  Mather, 

T  Vffin^SU  very  odious  and  unjuft  thingr. 
iter  confefling  ^pabaptifts  ever  hnce 

lad  been  ?;  j^y^pt  baptifm  hath  been 

,.uther  s  time,  lays,  _  „,,r  f^av  who  have  been 

by My. 

‘ii-fnl*^and  heavenly  people  as  peihaps 

ivhatchfu  ,  r  c^p^g  few  ol  thefe  people  have 

any  in  tae  wc  •  >Tew-Enn"land  from  the 

been  among  the  planters  o  '  the  commu- 

,  ■  ■  iria  have  been  welcome  to  tne  coauuu 

,  and  nave  ^  n^rtimlar  o- 

"  rhiirches,  referviog  thtir  pauicuiai  u 

nion  of  our  ppp 

pinion  tr  ^ 

churches  ufed,t^^^J 

Steks  when  infants  »•«  bmig':' 
baptised.”  *  Twenty  years  before  “  •  “be  Ml 
called  their  ft)  doings  a  prophane  trick  .  Aud^^_i 

Curp^'ffer.  wHo  came 
«  Magnalta,  Book  7-  p-  Hiirdlordlhire.  was 

over  to  CnarlcftovTn  <"1638  “  f  ^hat  he  was  re- 

one  of  thofe  early  baptifts.  I  ft nd  y  tl m  eco  a  ^  _ 

ce.ved  a  free  man  that  year  His  ^as  left  a  nu- 

ful  member  of  the  bapnft  School-Mafter  and 

i'owa-Clerk  ia  Chatkftown  Ai  i'rcii'r'J  ie*rs  3  ft. 
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their  dealings  were,  which  are  here  coverrH  7 
the  obicure  term  co<r.nrv  ,,Vi  r  , 

was  inch  that  a  numbe;  drew'of" 

■”  >iil  on 

,5’  Ihomas  Gould,  7’homas  Olburne  Edw 
Drinker,  and  John  Georo-g  wer^  J 

joined  with  Richard  Goodall,  Wil  Tr’ 

“  in  a  fclen,„  covS^r^"’  “f  >' 

Jrfus  Chriil.  S^vall  ’  "  if,  ""f’"  Lord 
mimion  together,  i„  ,|,e  p' aftS*’ of"!,”;,"' 

ftoildZrrSet^"®’  "1'"^  ''"'Od,  t 

^UAUier  maJve  known  to  them  j  n 

J^So^TxSInJr R''-  h 

h'"  L“hfg'tec;,”"rki!i;i;;t= 

^aurch  m  CharJeftown  ;  Drinker  and  fV  1^? 

Rvcd  many  years  in  this  country  but  had?J' 
ed  to  any  of  their  churches.  *  '  ’  ^  ^  «ot  join. 

H  F.  king’s  commiffioners  beinp-  he-e  ranf^a  ri 

therwifc  h  "f  P“P''  o- 

arote  wi,  c„?eiy  f  i"'!'''’"''.  ■"  > 

rnbliihed  in  an  AlmafS'^bh’ Tf'' 

municated  to  uiein  tliel'e  word.'ff  Ti’^ 

hv  Z7  ,nd  tZ''‘"  ’  "'’‘"-a.  propheCed^ne 

Iko  ford  sloDSlfS »'ln>iniftered 

iiicated  by  the^cliurch  '•'^ooinniu- 

"P  a  iKlZe  u  D  ini,  .  “‘arJeltotyn,  tliey  alfo  let 
As  o-rtat  'rn:ri  Dimkci  S  houfe  once  a  fortnight.” 

tPnfmoiica  ^ 

liiThetJ 

e  so  don  ciiurth  being  formed,  “not  on. 

f  Tten  cfurdi  t-ccords— Kuffcli’j  raarratlre,  p.  j,  a, 
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ly  with  a  manifeft  violation  of  the  laws  in  the  com- 
nion-wealth,  relating  to  the  orderly  manner  of  ga¬ 
thering  a  church,  but  alfo  with  a  manifold  provo¬ 
cation  unto  the  reft  of  our  churches,  bjijr  admitting 
into  their  own  fociety  fuch  as  our  churches  had 
excommunicated  for  inoral  fcandals,  yea,  and  em¬ 
ploying  fuch  perfons  to  be  adminiftrators  of  the  two 
facraments  among  them.”  * 

They  would  thus  reprefent  as  tho’  that  church 
had  many  fuch  members  and  officers,  whereas  in 
fifteen  years, among  fourfcorc  baptift  members,  they 
have  not  named  but  four  excommunicate  perfons, 
and  but  one  of  them  an  officer,  viz  Thomas  Gould, 
who  with  Thomas  Oft^urne  were  of  the  firft  mem¬ 
bers  ;  and  as  the  impartial  reader  would  be  willing 
to  hear  both  fides  upon  it,  I  will  give  him  their 
ftory  in  their  own  words. 

Mr.  Samuel  Willard  of  Bofton,  who  wrote  a- 
gainftthis  church,faysofThomasGould,“  1  Though 
he  was  firft  called  to  an  account  about  withold¬ 
ing  his  child  from  baptifm,  yet  that  was  not  the 
reafon  of  his  being  admoniflied,  nor  becaufc  he 
could  not  be  convinced  of  error  ;  nor  yet  did  the 
church  proceed  to  admonition,  till  fuch  time  as 
he  (not  only  fpake  contemptuoully  and  irreligi- 
oufly  of  the  emptinefs  and  nullity  of  that  ordi- 
riance,  but  alfo)  ufed  unbecoming  geftures  in  the 
time  of  adminiftration,  of  which  (being  aiked  the 
reafon)  he  (before  the  congregation)  acknow¬ 
ledged  they  were  to  caft  difrefpect  upon  it ;  nor 
then  neither  till  after  much  patience.  2  At  his 
firft  admonition  he  v'as  noc  fententially  fufpend- 
ed,  but  only  defired,  for  preventing  of  the  offence 
of  fome,  to  abftain  from  coming  to  the  other  fa- 
vrament.  3  Upon  this  Thomas  Gould  took  up  a 

trade 

*  .Magnalh,  Book  7.  p.  ’.7, 
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trade  of  abfenting  himfelf  from  the  meetings  of  the 
church  to  worfliip  God  on  the  hibbatli,  which 
made  a  new  offence.  4  The  church  in  much  ten- 
dernels  waited  upon  him,  and  proceeded  not  to 
excommunication,  but  tried  with  admonition  up¬ 
on  admonition,  and  that  by  the  fpace  ot  leven  or 
eight  years  :  nor  was  he  excommunicated,  till 
(having  left  his  own)  he  joined  to  another  fociety, 
without  the  churches  leave,  or  once  afking  it  : 
and  now’'  alfo  being  twice  fent  for  by  the  church, 
lie  difclaimed  their  authority  over  him.  5  Tho- 
masGouid  did  not  leave  the  church  atCharlehown 
on  the  account  of  the  anabaptifts  new^  church  (as 
is  pretended)  but  had  many  years  before  1  enounc¬ 
ed  Ins  fiibiiiiflion  to  that  church.  6  He  did  (wdiile 
under  admonition)  neglect  public  worlhip,  and 
gather  a  private  meeting  on  the  fabbath  to  his 
houfe.  7  He  did  wickedly  flight  the  admonition 
of  the  church,  declaring  that  they  had  by  it,  dif- 
charged  him  of  aii  relation  to  them. 

For  Thomas  Orourne  ;  the  churches  pro¬ 
ceedings  with  him  were  with  the  like  patience  as 
to  I'homas  Gould  :  only  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
Iiis  firft  offence  was  this  ;  whereas  it  is  one  thing 
wliich  church-members  engage  to  upon  admilliou 
to  \va|k  with  the  church  in  conilant  attendance 
upon  public  worffiip,  he  (without  notifying  any 
offence)  did  withdraw  and  feparate,  frequenting 
thofefcljhhiatic  meetingsatGould’s  on  the  labbath : 
this  waj^  the  offence,  nor  did  he  when  ffrft  dealt 
with  pretend  any  diflike  of  infant  baptifm,  but 
that  the  church  gave  no  liberty  to  private  brethren 
to  piophefie,  that  they  limited  the  ruiniffry  to 
learned  men,  and  that  he  did  not  find  his  own  fpi- 
rit  free  to  come  ;  though  afterwai  ds  hefpakcboth 
of  that;,  and  of  their  feverity  to  the  Quakers,  though 

that 
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that  church  meddled  not  with  them,  but  to  preach 
a^ainlt  their  errors.  In  this  pradice  he  contuma- 
cinudv  periilled  many  years,  denying  himielt  to 
be  ilibiecl;  to  that  church,  or  bound  to  allemb  e 
with  them,  flighting  many  admonitions  ;  and  at- 
terwards  (with  fhomasGould)  went  off  to, 
came  a  worthy  pillar  of  an  anabaptill  chui  cti.  f 
This  is  the  pedobabtiiFs  ftory ;  Mr.  Gould  has 
riven  us  his  in  the  words  following 

°  “  It  havingbeen  alongtime  a  fcruple  to  me  a- 

bout  infant  baptifm,  God  was  pieafed  at  laft  to 
make  it  clear  to  me  by  the  rule  of  the  gof^l,  that 
children  were  not  capable  nor  lit  fubjeefs  tor  juclx 
an  ordinance,  becauie  Chrift  gave  this  cammiflion 
to  his  apoftl  s,  firfl  to  preach,  to  make  them  dil- 
ciples,  and  then  to  baptize  them,  whicn  infants 
were  not  capable  of;  fo  that  I  durfl  not  bring  forth 
my  child  to  be  partaker  of  it  ;  fo  looking  that  my 
child  had  no  right  to  it,  which  was  m  _  the  year 
1 6  c  c  when  the  Lord  was  pieafed  to  give  rne  a 
child  i  I  ftaid  fome  fpace  of  time  and  faid  nothing 
to  fee  what  the  church  would  do  with  me.  On  a 
third  day  of  the  week  v/hen  there  was  a  meeting 
at  my  houfe,  to  keep  a  day  of  thankfgiving  to 
God  for  his  mercy  fhown  to  my  wife,  at  that  time 
®ne  coming  to  the  meeting,  brought  a  note  from 
the  elders  of  the  church  to  this  effect,  that  they  de- 
flred  me  to  come  dowm  on  the  morrow  to  the  eL^ 
ders  houfe,  and  to  fend  word  again  what  time  of 
that  day  I  would  come,  and  they  would  flay  aC 
home  for  me  ;  and  if  1  could  not  come  that  day 
to  fend  them  word.  I  looking  on  the  writ- 

%  rt» 
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f  IV! liar I  anfwer  to  Ruffell,  p.  13,  1 4.  NoW,  Richati 
RulTell.fays  one  of  their  magittrateswas  a  member  ofChatklWwa 
church,  acid  did  not  he  adh  againl^  the  Quakers  ; 
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^  jng  with  many  friends  with  me,  I  told  them  1 

fh^m  '  present  defired  me  to  fend 

them  word  that  I  could  not  come  on  the  morrow, 

th  L  ,  /  '‘"y  thac 

t^ncy  would  appoint  me  ;  and  fo  I  fent  word  back 

fifth  day,  meeting, 

>  itll  elde*  Gieen  I  told  him  how  it  w'as  :  he  told 

me  It  was  well,  and  that  they  would  appoint  ano- 

thCT  day  when  he  had  fpoken  with  the  paftor,. 

■  and  then  they  would  fend  me  word*  This  lav 

bout  two  months,  before  I  heard  any  more  from' 

T  r  afternoon  one  told  me 

1  mult  flop  for  the  church  would  fpeak  with  me- 

1  hey  called  me  out,  and  mafter  Sims  told  the 
cnurch,  that  this  brother  did  withhold  his  cliild 
10m  baptifin,  and  that  they  had  fent  unto  him  to 
come  down  on  fuch  a  day  to  fpeak  with  them,  and 
Ji  he  could  not  come  on  that  day  to  fet  a  diiry 
when  he  would  beat  home,  but  he  refufingtocome, 
wouid  appoint  no  time,  when  we  writ  to  him  to 
take  his  own  time,  and  fend  us  word* 

I  REPLIED,  Ihat  there  was  no  fuch  word  in 
the  letter,  for  m  e  to  appoint  the  day  ;  but  wlut 
time  that  day  I  fhould  come.  Mr.  Sims  flood  uu 
and  told  me,  J  aid  lie,  for  they  lent  to  me  to  ao- 
pomt  the  day.  I  replied  again  that  there  v  .  s  rio 
fuch  thing  in  the  letter.  He  replied  again,  that 
tlicy  did  not  fet  down  a  time,  and  not  a  day, 
therefore  he  told  me  it  was  a  lie,  and  that  they 
would  leave  my  judgement,  and  deal  with  me  for 
a  lie  ;  and  told  the  church  that  he  and  the  elder 
agreed  to  write,  that  if  I  could  not  come  that  day,, 
to  appoint  the  time  when  1  could  come,  and  that 
lie  read  it,  after  the  elder  writ  il,  and  the  elder 

aCirmed 


^  I  fuppofe  Mr.  Henry  Dun fliir. 
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jt  was  juft  as  1  had  faid,  that  I  muft  fend  thern. 
word  what  time  of  that  day  1  would  come  downr 


fo  that  their  mouths  were  ftoped,  and  matter  Sims 
put  it  off,  and  faid  he  was  niittaken,  for  he  though^ 
lie  had  read  it  otherwife  ;  hut  the  elder  fayecl,  this 


(s  nothing,  let  us  proceed  with  him  for  his  judg' 
roent.  How  let  any  manjudgewhat  afair  begin- 
nina'  this  was,  and  if  you  wait  a  while  you  may 


fee  as  fair  an  ending.  I  hey  called  roe  fortu  t® 
know  why  I  would  not  bring  my  child  to  bap“ 
Hfm.  But  before  I  fpeak  to  that,  obferve  the  pro.- 
vidence  of  God  in  the  carriage  of  this  letter- 
Brother  Wilder  was  with  us  when  their  letter 
come  to  my  hotife,  and  after  Mr.  Bunttan  had 
read  it,  he  gave  it  to  brother  Wilder,  and  he  put 
it  into’ his  pocket,  and  it  lay  there  eight  or  nine 
•week’s,  till  that  day,  I  v/as  called  forth,  going  a 
good  fpace  from  his  houfe,  finding  it  too  cold  tQ 
go  in  the  clothes  he  had  on,  returned  again  and 
put  on  another  pair  of  breeches  which  were  warm¬ 
er,  and  when  he  had  fo  done,  put  his  hand  into 
his  pocket  to  fee  if  he  had  any  paper  to  wrUe  with, 

and  there  f9und.that  letter,  and  put  it  in  agaiu 
■  7.  ■z'  ar4 
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and  went  to  meeting,  yet  not  knowing  %vhat  wouI4 
oe  done  that  day  concerning  me.  God  had  fo  ap. 
pointed  it,^  to  ftop  their  firece  proceedings  ao-ainft 
me  tor  a  lie,  which  they  fought  to  take  me  im- 
Ihen  alking  me  why  1  did  not  bring  my  child  fo 
oaptilm,  my  anfwer  was,  I  did  not  foe  any  rule  of 
Chnft  tor  it,  for  that  ordinance  belongs  to  fuch  as 
can  make  profelTion  of  their  faith,  as  the  fcripture 
doth  plainly  hold  forth — They  anfwered  me 
that  was  mcnt  of  grown  perforts  and  not  of  cMl'! 
dren  :  biit  that  which  was  moft  alledged  by  them 
was,  that  children  were  capable  of  circumcifion  in 
tae  time  of  the  law,  and  therefore  as  capable  in 
the  time  ot  the  golpel  of  baptifm  ;  and  afked  me 
why  children  were  not  to  be  baptfoed  in  the  time  of 
thegofpel,  as  well  as  children  were  circumcifed  in 
tae  time  of  the  law  ?  My  anfwer  was,  God  gave  a 
ilriil  command  in  the  law  for  the  circumcifion  cf 
children  ;  but  we  have  no  command  in  the  gof- 
pel,  nor  example,  for  the  baptizing  of  children. 
Many  other  things  were  fpoken,  then  a  meeting 
was  appointed  by  the  church  the  next  week  at 
Mr  Ruliel’s. 

‘‘  B  E I  KG  _  met  at  Mr.  Ruflers  houfe^  Mr.  Sims 
took  a  writing  out  of  his  pocket  wherein  he  had 
drawn  up  many  arguments  for  infants  baptifm* 
and  told  the  church  that  I  muft  anfwer  thofe  ar¬ 
guments,  which  I  fuppofe  he  had  drawn  from 
fomc  authoi  ;  and  told  me  I  mlift  keep  to  thofe 
arguments.  ]\Iy  anfvv'er  was,  I  thought  the  church 
had  met  together  to  anfwer  my  foruples,  and  to 
fatisfy  my  coiifcience  by  a  rule  of  God,  and  not 
for  me_  to  anfwer  his  writing.  He  faid  he  had 
drawndt  up  for  the  help  of  his  memory,  and  de- 
iired  we  might  go  on.  Then  I  requeued  three 
things  «f  thegj,.  ift  TJiat  they  fhould  not  make 

ICC 

I 


{>,6653  NEW-ENGLANB.  363 

re  offender  for  a  word.  id. 
drive  me  fafter  than  1  was  able  to  go.  3d.  That 
if  any  prefent  fhould  fee  caule  to. dear  op  an> 
thin^  that  is  fpoken  by  me,  they  might  have  their 
liberty  without  offence  ;  bccaufe  here  are  many 
«f  you  that  have  their  liberty  to  fpeak  ^ 

if  you  fee  caufe.  But  it  was  denied,  and  Mi  .Sim  s. 
waspleafedto  reply,  that  he  was  able.to  deal  with  me 
kimfelf,  and  that  I  know  it.  So  wefpent  foui  01  five 
hours  fpeaking  to  many  things  to  and  again  •,  but 
fo  hot  both  fides  that  we  quickly  forgot  and  went 
from  the  arguments  that  were  written.  At  lalt 
one  of  the  company  flood  up  and  laid,  I  will  give 
you  one  plain  place  of  feripture  where  children 
were  baptized.  I  told  him  that  would  put  an  end. 
to  the  controverfy.  That  place  in  thefecond  o>.' 
the  Acds  39th,  40th  veries.  After  he  had  read  the 
&ripture‘  Mr.  Sims  told  me  that  promiie  belonged 
to  infants,  for  the  feripture  faith,  ‘J he  pi  oni'ifc  is  ta 
vou  and  your  children,  and  to  all  that  at  e  ajvr  ojf  -,  and, 
he  fald  no  more  ;  to  which  1  replied.  Even  fo.  many 
as  the  Urd  our  God  Jhall  call.  Mr.  Sims  replied, 
rtiat  I  fpoke  blafphemoufly  in  adding  to  the  fcrip- 
tures.  I  faid,  pray  do.  not  comdemn  me,  for  if  I. 
am  deceived,  my  eyes  deceive  me.  He  replied., 
af^ain,  I  added  to  the  feripture  which  was  blaiphe- 
my.  I  lookinginto  my  bible  read  the  words  again, 
and  faid  it  was  fo.  He  replied  the  fame  words  the 
♦bird  time  before  the  church.  Mr.Riifleli  hood  up. 
and  told  him  it  was  fo  as  lhad  read  it.  Ay, it  may 
be  fo  in  your  bible,  faith  Mr.Sims.  Mr.  Ruflell  anl- 
wered,  yea  in  yours  too  if  you  will  look  into  if. 
Then  he  laid  he  was  miftaken,  for  lie  thought  on 
another  place ;  fo  after  many  other  words  we  broke 

up  for  that  time.  ' . 

“  At  auothet  meeting  the  church  required  me 

tm 
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io  bring  out  ftiy  child  to  baotifiri.  I  told  th*-!!!  I 
•  Jrft  not  do  it,  for  I  did  not  foe  any  rule  fortil 
^  s  word  of  God.  They  brought  fnany  places  of 

cihon  and  the  promife  to  Abraham,  and  that  chil. 

t  were  difoi pies.  But  I 

-0.^  nem  that  all  thefe  places  made  nothin for 
in-ants  baptfom  .  Then  flood  up  W.  D.  in'"  the 

/  Put  him  In  the 

(-oun.  -But  Mr,  Sims  anlwered,  I  pray  forbear  foch 
wor  dc  but  It  proved  fo,i  for  prefontly  after  they 

eight 

eour,,s,Wiii_ft  they  looked  upo  infe  to  be  a  member 
or  .aeir  church,  f’he  cider  prefled  the  church  to  lay 

^  j  which  the  church  was  back* 

%yard  to  do.  Afterwards  I  went  but  at  the  fprink^ 
ung  or^chiidr'en  which  foas  a  great  trouble  to  fome 
noneh  hearts  and  they  told  me  of  it.  But  I  told  them 
;;f°^‘^.^-°^*^yAcrIfookt  upon  it  as  no  ordinancd 
o*  Giinfo  .They  told  me  that  now  I  had  made 
*moWn  myjudgiiientl  might  ftay,  for  they  know 
I  Old  not  join  with  them.  So  I  flayed  and  fat 
down  in  my  Teat  when  they  were  at  prayer  and 
admini,flnng  t.iat  fervite  to  infants.  Then  they 
dealt' witn  ms  for  my  unreverent  carriage— ond 
ItbOd  Up  and  aceufod  me,  that  1  floped  my  ears  : 
but  I  denied  it.  ^  * 

^ ^ .^1  they  a&ed  meif  I  would 

;  unert-ie  church  to  fetch  my  child  and  baptize  it  ? 

aniwei  ed  j  if  they  would  fetch  my  child  and  do  it 
as  theif  own  ad  they  might  do  it  5  but  when  they 
inould  bring  my  Child  I  would  foake  known  to  the 
oongiegation  that  i  nad  no  hand  in  it ;  then  fonie 
■^f  thecliurch  Wereagainfl  doing  of  it.  A  bi  othcr 
i  00  nji  and  faid.  Brother  Gould,  you  ■were  once 
•i-Oi  childrens  baptifnij  why  are  you /alien  from  iti 
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t  anfwered,  It  is  true,  and  I  fuppofe  yois  were  once 
for  croffing  in  baptifm,  why  are  you  fallen  from 
that  ?  che  man  was  filent  : ;  But  Mr.  Sims  flood 
\ip  in  a  great  heat,  and  defired  the  church  to  take 
notice  of  it,  that  I  compared  the  ordinance  of 
Chrill  to  the  crofs  in  baptifm  !  this  was  one  of  the 
great  otfeaces  they  dealt  with  me  for.  ^  After  this 
the  deputy  governor  *  meeting  me  in  Bofton, 
called  me  to  him  and  faid,  Goodman  Gould,  I  de¬ 
lire  you  that  you  would  let  the  church  baptize 
your  child.  1  told  him  that  if  the  church  would 
do  it  upon  their  own  account  they  fhould  do  it, 
but  I  durfl  not  bring  out  my  child.  So  he  called 
to  Mrs.  Norton  of  Charleilown  and  prayed  her  to 
fetch  Goodman  Gould’s  child  and  baptize  it.  So 
fhe  fpake  to  them, but  not  rightly,  informing  them, 
fhe  gave  them  to  underftand  that  !  would  bring 
out  my  child.  They  called  me  out  again  and  afle- 
ed  me  if  1  would  bring  forth  my  child  ?  I  told 
them  no,  I  durft  not  do  it j  for  I  fee  no  rule  for  it. 
One  of  the  brethren  flood  up  and  faid.  If  I  would 
not  let  my  child  pertake  of  one  Ordinance,  it  was 
iueetl  lliould  not  pertake  of  the  other  ;  fo  many 
of  the  church  concluded  to  lay  me  under  admo¬ 
nition  ;  but  before  they  did  it  Mr.  Sims  told  me. 
It  was  more  according  to  rule  for  me  to  withdraw 
from  the  ordinance,  than  for  them  to  put  me  by ; 
bringing  that  place  of  feripture.  If  thou  bring  thy 
gift  totha  alter,  and  thererememberejl  that  thy  brother 
bath  ought  againjl  thee,  leave  there  thy  offering  and  be 
reconciled  firji  to  thy  brother.  But  1  told  them, 
I  did  not  know  that  my  brother  had  any  thing 
Juflly  againft  me  j  for  they  had  not  fhewn  arc 

any 

*  Mr.  Bellingham,  who  was  chkf  governor,  when  Mr,  Gev.14 
ivas  baailhed;  in  j66?, 
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any  rule  of  Chrift  that  I  had  broken, therefore  durft 
ftot  withdraw  from  that  ordinance  that  I  had 
found  fo  much  ofGod  in ;  but  if  they  would  put  me 
by  I  hoped  God  would  feed  my  foul  another  wav. 
oo  they  proceeded  to  admonition.  Elder  Green  * 
laid,  Brother  Gould  you  are  to  take  notice  that 
you  are  admonifhed  for  three  things  ;  the  firft  is 
that  you  refufed  to  brkig  your  child  to  be  baptiz^ 
cd  ;  the  fecond  is,  for  your  contentious  words 
and  unreverent  carriage  in  the  time  of  that  ordi- 
nance  ;  the  third  is,  for  a  late  lie  you  told,  and 
therefore  you  are  to  take  notice,  that  you  arc  not 
to  pertake  any  more  of  the  ordinance  of  Chrifh 
^'ith  us,  till  you  give  fatisfaclion  for  thefe  things. 
But  when  that  late  lie  was  told  I  know  not,  cx- 
**','^^*  when  the  letter  was  found  in  brother 
,v\  ildcr’s  pocket.  This  admonition  was  between 
foycBi  and  eight  years  before  they  caft  me  out. 
Artei  this  I  went  to  Cam  bridge  meetings  which 
was  as  near  to  my  houfe  as  the  other  ;  upon  that 
they  put  me  into  the  court,  that  I  did  not  come 
to  iiear  ;  but  many  fatisfied  the  court  that  I  did 
come  conftantly  to  Cambridge;  fo  they  cleared 
me.  J  hen  the  church  called  me  to  account  and 
dealt  with  me  for  fchifm,  that  I  rent  from  the 
church.  I  told  them,  I  did  not  rend  from  them, 
for  tiicy  put  me  aw'ay.  Mafter  Sims  was  very 
carnelt  for  another  admonition  for  fchifm,  which 
moft  of  the  church  were  againft  ;  but  it  feems 
iiefct  It  down  for  an  admonition  on  a  bit  of  pa¬ 
per-  This  continued  for  a  long  time  before  they 
called  me  out  again.  In  the  mean  time,  I  had 
fome  friends  who  came  to  me  out  of  old  England, 

who 


_  Mr.  Green  as  I  take  it,  was  ruling  elder  ;  Mr.  iJechariah 
Sams,  was  t<iaching  elder. 
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who  were  baptifts,  and  defired  to  meet  at  my  houfe 
of  a  firft  day,  which  1  granted  :  Of  thde  was  my. 
felf  my  wife  and  Thomas  Ofburne,  that  were  of 
their  church.  Afterward  they  called  nae  forth 
and  alked  why  I  kept  the  meeting  m  private  on 
the  Lord’s  day,  and  did  not  come  to  the  public? 
Mv  anfvver  was,l  know  not  what  reafon  the  church 
had  to  call  me  forth.  They  alked  me  if  I,  was  not 
a  member  of  that  church  ?  I  told  them  they  had 
not  acted  toward  me  as  a  member,  who  had  put 
me  by  the  ordinances  of  Chrift  feven  years  ago— 
they  had  denied  me  the  privileges  of  a  member. 
They  alked  whether  1  looked  upon  admonition  as 
an  appointment  of  Chrill  f  I  told  them,  yes,  but 
not  to  lie  under  it  above  feven  years,  and  to  be 
put  by  the  ordinances  of  Chrift  in  the  church  ; 
for  the  rule  of  Chirft  is>  firft  to  deal  with  men  in 
the  firft  and  in  the  fecond  place,  and  then  in  the 
third  place  before  the  church  ;  but  the  firft  time 
that  ever  they  dealt  with  me,  they  called  me  be¬ 
fore  the  whole  church.  Many  meetings  wc  had 
about  this  thing,  whether  I  was  a  member  or  not, 
but  could  come  to  no  conclufion  ;  for  I  ftill  af¬ 
firmed  that  their  actings  rendered  me  no  member. 
Then  Mr.  Sims  told  the  church  that  I  was  ripe 
for  excommunication,  and  was  very  earneft  for  it  j 
but  the  church  would  not  confent-  1  hen  I  de¬ 
fired  that  we  might  fend  to  other  churches  for 
their  help  to  hear  the  thing  betwixt  us  ;  but  maf- 
ter  Sims  made  me  this  anlwer.  We  are  a  church 
of  Chrift  ourfelves,  and  you  fhall  know  that  we 
have  pow'er  to  deal  witii  you  ourfelves.  Then 
faid  Mr.  Rulfell,  We  have  not  gone  the  right  way 
to  gain  this  our  brother,  for  we  have  dealt  too 
harfhly  with  him.  But  ftill  mailer  Sims  prelfed 
fhc  church  ta  excommunicate  me.  Mr.  RulTeU 
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faid,  There  were  greater  errors  in  the  church  in 
the  apofties  time  and  yet  they  did  not  fo  deal  with 
thenl.^  Mr.  Sims  afked  him  what  they  w’ere  ? 
He  faid,  fay  fane  of  you  that  there  is  no  re  fur. 
re^wn  of  the  dead  f  Mr.  Sims  was  troubled  and 
laid,  I  wonder  you  will  bring  this  place  of  fcrip, 
ture  to  encourage  him  in  his  error  !  Mr.  Sims  was 
earneft  for  another  admonition  5  then  hood  up 
Solomon  Phips  and  faid,  you  may  clap  one  ad¬ 
monition  on  him  upon  another,  but  to  what  end 
for  he  was  admoniflied  about  feven  years  ago  ? 
Mr.  Sims  faid.  Brother !  do  you  make  fuch  a  light 
matter  of  admomtion,  to  hy.  Clap  them  one  upon 
another  .  doth  not  the  apoifle  fay.  After  the  firR 
and  fecond  admonidoii  rejecT:  an  heretick  f  there¬ 
fore  there  might  be  a  fecond  admonition.  Jt  was 
anfwered,  it  was  a  hard  matter  to  prove  a  man  an 
heretic,  for  every  .error  doth  not  make  a  man  a 
heretic.  Mr.  Sims  faid,  it  was  not  feven  years 
ago,  nor  above  three  fince  I  was  admonjfhed,  and 
that  was  for  fchifm,  A  brother  replied  and  faid, 
it  was  feven  years  fince  I  was  admoniflied.  Op 
that  there  was  fome  difference  in  the  church  what 
I  was  admonifhed  for.  Mr.  Sims  then  pulled  a 
bit  of  paper  out  of  his  pocket  and  faid,  This  is 
that  he  was  admoniflied  for,  and  that  was  but  three 
-years  fince.  Brother  Phips  aiked  him  v»'hen  that 
paper  was  wrir,  for  he  never  heard  of  that  adnionir 
tion  before  r  He  anfwered,  he  fet  it  down  for  his 
own  memory ;  then  he  read  it,  that  it  was  for 
fchifm,  and  rending  from  the  church.  I  told  hirp 
I  did  not  rend  from  the  church,  but  the  church 
put  me  away  from  them,  and  that  was  four  years 
before  this.  7  hen  there  was  much  aggitation 
when  the  admonition  was  given,  and  what  it  was 
fpr  ?  And  this  was  all  the  church  records  that 

coyld 
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coxild  be  found,  which  was  about  foven  years  aftep 
the  admonition  was  given  lo  after  ^ 

we  broke  up,  which  was  the  Ml  we  met  to 
gether.  Now  let  any  man  jrwlge  of  the  chuict| 
records  that  were  drawn  up  agamft  me,  and  jeacl 
at  the  difoute  in  Bullon,  which  contained  three  or 
four  flieets  of  paper  ;  read  by  Mr.  Sheirard,_  and 
drawn  up  by  him,  a  little  while  betore  the  dilpate, 
cvho  was  not  an  eye  nor  ear  witnefe  to  the  chur, 
dies  actings,  not  above  half  the  time. 

“  NowVtcr  this,  coniidering  with  myle'f  wnac 
the  Lord  would  have  me  to  do  ;  not  likely  to  join 
wnth  any  of  the  churches  of  New-England  any 
more,  anti  lo  to  be  witnout  th^  ordinances  o 
Chrift  ;  in  the  mean  time  God  fent  out  of  Old 
England  rvho  were  baptilfs  ;  we  confulting  toge¬ 
ther  what  to  do.  fought  the  Loid  to  dnect  us, 
and  taking  counfel  of  other  friends  who  dwelt 
among  us,"  who  were  able  and  godjy,  they  gave  u$ 
counfel  to  congregate  ourfelves  together  1  and  Iq^ 
we  did,  being  nine  of  us,  to  walk  in  the  order  pf 
the  crofpel  according  to  the  ifide  of  Chrill,  yet 
knowing  that  is  v/as  'a  breach  of  the  law  of  thie 
country  1  that  we  had  not  the  ^ppropatipfi  of 
magiftrates  and  minifters,  for  that  Vv^e  fijfiered  the 
penalty  of  that  law,  'when  we  v/ere  called  before 
them.  After  we  had  been  called  into  one  or  two 
courts,  the  church  underttanding  that  we  were 
gathered  into  church  (jrder,  they  lent  three  meft 
fengers  from  the  church  tp  me,  telling  me  fh® 
church  requu'.ed  me  to  come  before  them  the  next 
Lord’s-day.  I  replyed,  The  .church  had  nothing 
to  do  with  me,  for  they  had  put  me  fropi  theui 
eight  years  before.  I’hcy  replied,  that  they  had 
jgathiiig  to  do  with  tiiat,  but  were  fent  by  the 

A  a  a  church 

I  £'0*  Jo  Mr,  Thcaai  Shepard,  formerly  of  C*.mi»ridge<i  ^ 
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c]iurc}i  to  tell  me  It  was  the  mind  oF  the  church 
to  I'peak  with  me.  I  told  them  I  was  joined  to 
snother  church,  and  that  church  was  not  willing 
I  Ihould  cometo  them,  they  having  nothing  to  do 
\vith  me,  therefore  I  would  not  come  without  the 
churches  confent ;  then  they  departed.  The  next 
week  they  fent  three  meffengers  more,  who  came 
to  my  houfe  and  told  me  that  the  church  had  fent 
them  to  require  me  to  come  to  the  church  the  next 
Lord’s-day  after.  I  told  them  that  the  church 
had  nothing  to  do  to  require  me  to  come,  who 
had  put  me  from  them  eight  years,  and  the  church 
I  now  walked  with  would  not  let  me  come.  They 
told  me  again  that  if  I  did  not  come,  the  church 
would  proceed  againft  me  the  next  Lord’s-day.  I 
told  them  that  J  could  not  come  for  we  were  to 
break  bread  the  next  Lord’s-day.  They  told  me 
they  would  return  my  anfwer  to  the  church.  One  - 
of  them  aiked  if  I  would  come  the  next  Lord’s- 
day  after  ?  But  another  prefently  faid.  We  have  no 
fuch  order  from  the  church  ;  Vo  they  departed. 
The  laft  day  of  thkt  week  three  loving  friends  com¬ 
ing  to  me  of  their  own  account,  one  of  them  was 
pleafed  to  fay  to  me,  Brother  Gould,  though  you 
look  upon  it  as  unjuk  for  them  to  caft  you  out, 
yet  there  be  many  that  are  godly  among  them 
that  will  aef  with  them  through  ignorance, 
which  will  be  a  few  of  them,  and  you  are  per- 
fuaded  I  believe  that  it  is  your  duty  to  prevent 
any  one  from  any  finful  ad  ;  for  they  will  caft 
you  out  for  not  hearing  the  church  ;  now  your 
coming  will  flop  them  from  ading  againft  you, 
and  fo  keep  many  from  that  lin.  Upon  thefe 
words  I  was  clearly  convinced  that  it  was  my  duty 
to  go,  and  replied.  Although  I  could  not  come  the 
next  day,  yet  I  promifed  them  that  if  I  was  alive 

and 


1:16653  NEW.ENGLAND.  37^' 

and  well  I  would  come  the  next  Eprd’s-day  if  the 
Lord  permit.  He  replied,  What  if  the  dmrch  I 
was  joined  to  was  not  willing  ?  I  told  him  I  did  not 

queltlon  that  any  one  would  be 

this  o-round.  After  I  had  propoundea  it  to  the 

chuixh,  not  one  was  againft  it.  1  w  J 

friends  to  make  it  known  to  the  Ciders  that  1  w  oi  > 
come  to  them  the  next  Lord’s-day  after  :  Yet  1 1 
they  knew  of  it,  they  proceeded  agpnft  me  tha. 
day,  and  delivered  me  up  to  Satan  for  not  hear¬ 
ing  the  church.”  , 

I'His  narrative  I  met  with  among  Mr.  Caden- 

der’s  papers,  and  have  good  reafon  to  think  it 
genuine,  and  thac  the  manufeript  now  in  my 
hands  was  written  above  a  hundred  years  ago, 
svhich  I  have  copied  that  the  public  may  be  better 
able  to  judge  of  what  thofe  excomunications  were. 

It  appears  by  Mr.  Willard,  that  the  firft  charge 
they  had  againft  Mr  Ofburne,  w’as  his  going  to 
meeting  with  that  fchifmatical  Gould;  therefore, 
as  the  reader  judges  of  the  one,  fo  likely  he  wilt 
of  the  other.  Only  it  ought  to  be  noted,  that  nei.. 
then  of  them  were  excommunicate  perfons,  when, 
they  formed  that  baptift  church,  but  had  that 
fentance  pronounced  upon  them,  and  afterwarcs 
for  refuting  to  return  to  thofe,  wdio  had  treated 
them  fo  ill.  And  before  that  ad,  viz.  on  Auguft 
20,  1665.  Richard  Ruffcll,  Efq;  iffued  a  warrant 
to  the  conftable  of  Charleftown,  the ,  original 
whereof  is  now  before  me,  requiring  him  “yH* 
majefty’s  name,  to  labour  to  difeover  where  the.e 
people  were  aflembled,  and  to  require  them  to 
attend  the  ejlabliped  wmrfhip,  which  if  they  re- 
fufed,  he  was  to  return  their  names  and  places  or 
abode  to  the  next  magiftrate.  In  confequence 

^hereof  they  were  brought  before  the  court  of 

alliftants 
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liffiftintsjn  September  ;  to  wjiom  they  exhibkec’ 
^  contefiion  of  their  faith,  which  is  copied  intcj 
h£jr  records.  ITe  only  article  of  which,  chat  f 
fcild  otijcdedagainftisinthefe  words,  viz.  “  Chrifi’s 
fcommifhoh  to  his  dil'cipks  is  to  teach  and  baptize, 

o  receive  the  word  and  are 

are  taints  by  tailing,  and  fit  matter  tor 
uiWe  fehlireh.  t  his  was  tomplainedof  as  exclud- 
fag  ahfronfa  vihble  faint-fliip  but  baptized  perfons 
wdiidi  we  flcall  herea.fter  fee  they  had  no  thoupht 

e  "V  ’  S^'anel  crime  lay  in  not  obevino-  the 

i  Lili  rig  baity  in  their  religious  affairs,  *  ° 

.  .rtiE  court  of  alliilants  charged  them  to  dchH; 
..rmn  what  they  called  their  fchifmatical  practice  i 
and  becaufe  Aey  would  not,  the  geneial  coiut 
taat  met  (Dctr  1 ,  consented  Gould,  Turner-, 
Giourne, Drinker  andGeorge  be  fore  them,  to  whom 
the,e  bapttlfs  exhibited  the  Dine  confefhon  as  they 
had  to  the  court  ofaffiftarits,which  Wws  clofed  with 
laying,  ^  “  If  any  take  this  to  be  iierefv,  then  do 
With  the  apoflle  confefsj  that  after  the  way 
Wluch  they  call  hcrefy,  we  worlhip  God  the  h'a- 
ti.er  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  believing  ail  thine  j 
that  are  written  ni  the  law  arid  the  prophets  and 
apdftles,”  V/hicIi  the  court  called  a’ “  contemn¬ 
ing  the  aiithoiity  and  laws  here  eftabliflied,  for 
the  maintenace  of  godlinefs  and  honehy,  as  well 
as  continuing  in  the  prophanation  of  God’s  holy 
n-rdmances  |  (and  faid)  I’liis  court  taking  the 
|rt fi.uies  into  tlieri  lerious  confideration,  do  judg^ 
meet  to  declare,  t.liat  the  faid  Gould  and  comr^l 
ny,  are  no  orderly  diiircli  aiicmbly,  and  that  they 
ffand  jukly  conyicled  of  high  prefnmption  againil 
tne  Lord  and  his  holy  appointment,  as  alio  the 
peace  of  this  government,  againft  winch  this  court 
'itUiiii  account  tlicitifeives  bound  toGod,  his  truth  an.d 

kis 
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.hU  churches  here  planted,  to  bear 
and  do  therefore  fentence 

XViliiam  I'urner,  Thomas  ^rc 

irlemen,  to  be  difsfranchied,  f  ^ 

S  their  lunhet  proceeding  herein,  to  bje— ; 

ted  to  prifon  until  the  ' 

further  order  with  them.  Zcchariah  Rhodes, 
ing  in  court  when  they  were  proceeding  agamft 
Thomas  Gould  and  company,  and  faying  com  t, 
court  has  not  to  do  in  matters  of  rehgton  :  he  wa, 
corninitted  ;  being  fent  for  he  acknow  e  , 
fauit,  declaring  he  was  forry  he  nad  gwen  th 
otfence.  The  court  Judgecl  meet  to  ddchai  ge 
him,  the  governor  giving  him  an  admonition 

iiis  laid  offence.”  *  ^ 

CvN  any  man  believe  that  thefe  were  meaiures 

to  promote  either  godlinefs  or  hojiefy,  m  Rhodes, 

or  in  any  one  die  ?  rather  did  not  the  couit  take 

Tehovah*s  name  in  vain  in  this  act .  1  he  foremen- 

tioned  e>:cufe,  made  by  Dr.  Mather,  for  ti  is 

feverity,  viz.  their  joining  m  church  fellowmip 

withodt-the-approbation  of  other  minifters  and 

their  rulers,  fays  "Mr.  Neal,  “condemns  all  the 

diffenting  congregations  that  have  been  gathered 

in  Englmd,  fmee  the  ad  of  uniformity  in  the 

year  1662-- Let  the.  reader  judge,  who  had  moit 

reafon  to  complain  j  the  Ncw-England  churches, 

who  would  neither  fufier  tire  baptiils  to  live  quiet- 

}v  in  their  communion,  nor  ieperate  peacably 

from  it  ?  or  tnefe  unhappyperfons  who  were  tieatea 

fo  imkindly  for  following  the  light  of  their  con- 

'^cieuces/''  f  becaufe  they  itill  followed  that 

light 

*  MaiT^chuf^-tt’s  records.  Rhodes  was  abaptift.  but  had  been 

j^rnoid’h  party  atPawtuxet.  Maifachufeu’fthiflory.vOi.3  ,p.  277, 

f  Neil’s  [iifLory  of  Mew-£r?ghad,  vol.  is  F*  3^1'^ 
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cf  « 

themfelvcs  from  the  public  worf.iip,>“  A^d'w h™ 
Ihip,  the  forgoing  acl  of  the  aflembly  was  pro- 

-  a  law^ful  wa7 

and  Gould  Ofburne  and  George,  were  each  of 

binJrrh"^1'7'  therefor,  and  ordered  to 

bind  themtelves  in  a  bond  of  twenty  pounds  apiece 

t  a.  n  Is*  ^  1  *  r  ^  ^  ^  court  of  affif. 

cHfon’  committed  to 

^ave  fentance  tnat  they  fliould  pay  their  lines 
and  court  charges  ;  and  v/hen  the  aflembly  fat  on 

fame  rb’  '"'7  they  would  pav  the 

tiZ  7/  Z  5  but  added 

ttiat,  the  order  of  court  of  October  1 66  c,  refer- 

ing  to  the  laid  fchifmatical  afl'embly,  fliall  be,  and 

ereby  is  declared  to  ftand  in  full  force.”  f  Thus 

they  went  on  from  time  to  time,  till  the  court  of 

ulantsat  Bofton,  March  3,  w^ho  adjourned  to 

f^M’r  following  acT:,  a  copy  of 

which  I  find  among  their  church  papers,  exacilly 

^  “  1  homas  Gould  plaintiff,  on  appeal  from  the 
judgement  of  the  laft  county  court  atCharleftown. 
Arter  the  courtsjudgement  reafons  of  appeal,  and 
evidences  111  the  cafe  produced  were  read,  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  jury,  and  remain  on  files  with  the 
records  of  tms^court.  The  jury  brought  in  their 
verdict,  tliey  round  for  the  plaintiff,  reverfion  of 
the  former  j  udgeinen t.  The  court  not  acceptin 
this  vcrdifr,  commended  it  to  the  jury’s  further 
confideration,  and  fent  them  out  again.  And  at 
tn^,  a  jouiiiinent,  on  the  further  confideration, 

^  they 

-  Mair,  hift.  vol.  3,  p.  400,  401.  t  Mali.  Rccordt, 
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they  brought  in  a  fpecial  verdia,  i.  e.  If  the  intent 
of  Uiis  law,  that  the  appallent  is  accufed  of  the 
breach  of,  be  that  the  prefentment  of  the  grand 
iurv,  without  their  certain  knowledge,  or  other 
evidence,  or  the  perfon  fo  complained  of  is  legally 
convicted  of  the  breach  of  the  law,  thereby  he  not 
makinf  it  appear  he  had  done  his  duty  ;  then  they 
confirm’d  the  judgement  of  the  former^  court  at 
Charleftown,  but  if  otherwife  they  acquit  the  ap¬ 
pellant.  The  court,  on  a  due  confideration  of  this 
foecial  verdicT;,  do  confirm  the  judgement  of  the 
county  court  at  Charleftown.  This  juogment 
was  declared,  and  on  the  plaintiff’s  refufal^  to  pay 
the  fine  iinpofed,  was  committed  to  pnfon. 

On  the  yth  of  this  March,  they  alio  faid,  “  The 
governor  and  council,  accounting  themfelves 
bound  by  the  law  of  God,  and  of  this  common¬ 
wealth,  to  proteft  the  churches  of  Chrift  here 
planted,  from  the  intrufion  thereby  made  upon 
their  peace  in  the  ways  of  godlinefs,  yet  being 
willing  by  all  chriftian  candor  to  endeavour  the 
reducing  of  the  faid  perfonsfrom  the  error  of  their 
way,  and  their  return  to  the  Lord  and  the  com¬ 
munion  of  his  people  from  whence  they  are  fallen, 
do  judge  meet  to  grant  unto  Thomas  Gould,  John 
Farnum,  Thomas  Oiburne  and  company,  yet  fur¬ 
ther  an  opportunity  of  a  full  and  free  debate,  of 
«  their  orounds  for  their  practice ;  and  for  that  end 
this  court  doth  nominate  and  requeft  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Allen,  Mr.  Thomas  Cdbbet,  Mr.  John 
Hieginfon,  Mr.  Samuel  Danforth,  Mr.  Jonathan 
Mitchel,  and  Mr  Thomas  Shepard,  to  affembla 
with  the  governor  and  magiftrates  upon  the  14th 
day  of  the  next  month,  in  the  meeting-houfe  at 
Bofton,  at  nine  in  the  morning  ;  before  whom, 
cr  fo  many  of  them,  with  any  other  the  Reve¬ 
rend 
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mmifters,  as  fhall  then  affemble 
the  abovcfaid  pcrfons  and  their  company  fiiall  tiav- 

f’'"y  “  oP'"  aflLbly  .„  p": 

Sle  ?,f  TT?  “  ^tovefaid,  in  a„  orderly 

nLn  depart  frpm  the  cLmu* 

mon  of  tnele  churches,  and  to  fet  up  an  affemblv 

here  m  the  way  of  anabaptifm,  and  whether  inch 
a  piacdice  IS  to  be  allovyed  by  the  government  of 
this  junidicdton  ?_To  Thomas  Gould  :  y6u  are 
toS^  I'equired  in  his  majefty’s  name,  according 
to  the  order  of  the  couodi  above-written,  to  P-ivc 
notice  thereot  to  John  Farnum,  Senior,  Thomas 
Ofturne,  and  the  company,  and  you  and  they 
are  alike  required  to  give  your  attendance,  at  the 

tune  ana  place  above-mentioned,  for  the  end 
tnerem  exprefled. 

^  Raw  SON,  Secratary/’* 

^  Mr.  Clarice^s  church  in  Newport,  hearin^c  of 
this  appointment,  fent  to  the  affiftance  of  their 
brethren,  Mr.  William  Hiieox,  Mr.  Jofeph  I'ory 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Hubbard,  who  arrived  at  BolfoiV 

difpute.  I'he  author  of 
Mr.  Mitchei  s  lire  fays,  when  the  churches  were 
troubled  by  a  Jlrong  attempt  upon  them  from  the 
the  fptnt  of  anabaptifm,  there  was  a  public  dil'. 
putation  appointed  at  Bofton,  two  days  topether 
ror  the  cleaiing  of  the  faith  in  that  article  ;  this 
Woithy  man  was  he,  wlio  did  moft  fervice  in  this 
difputation  ;  whereof  the  efFed  was,  that  althom^h 
the  erring  brethren,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cai’es,  made 
4us  their  lafl  anfwer  to  the  arguments,  which  had 
call  them  into  mu^  confurion,yhy  ^hai  ^'ou  ivill- 


^jue 


*  Copied  from  tij«  warrant  now  ief*r9  kh  in  Mr.  Raiy/oe’s 
aau  wntiBg,  •  -  ' 
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njoeivlll  hold  our  minds!  Yet  othps  were  happily 
eibbiiflied  in  the  right  ways  ot  the  Loi  d.  How 
well  this  correfponds  rylth  t^ie  preceedmg 
the  reader  may  judge.  For  therein  v/e  are  mlpriri:; 
ed,  that  Mr.  Mitchel  was  fearful  ad  ping  t p 
learned  trentleman  who  had  renounced  m  apt 
baptilhi  ;\nd  that  he  refolved  l;hat  he.  nvoM  pave 
an  ar^^anicnt  able  to  remove  S  mountain^  bj^rore  he 
'wordd  recede  from  that  principle.  ?  And  a  look 
hack  to  qur  p.  'lad,-'*'!!!  ffiew  what  fear  the  ruling 
party  had,  of  ciifputing  i|pon  their  way  with  ano¬ 
ther  learned  baptilf  ;  hut  the  whole  power  of  the 
country  now  adventured  tQ  enter  the  hit  phth  a 

few  honeff  mechardeks.  .  r  t 

■  When  the  ailembly  met  at  BoRon  in  May  foH 
lowimr-,  they  proceeded 'to  the  next  argument, 
and  laid,— “  Wheicas  the  council  in  March  iaft 
<jid,  for  their  fiirther  eonviclipn,  appoint  ;i  rneet- 
incr  of  divers  elders,  and  required  the  faidjerfons 
to^ttend  the  faid  meeting,  which  was  M^Jh  Bof- 
ton  with  a  great  conequrie  of  people.™-  1  his  court, 
being  fenfible  of  pheir  duty  to  God  and  flie  coun¬ 
try,  and  bang  defirous  that  their  prqceedtngs  ia 
this’  great  caafe  might  be  dear  and  regular,'  dtj 
order  that  the  faid  Gquld  and  cqiupany  be  rcquir-' 
ed  to  appear  before  this  p'p  feventh 

inftant,  at  eight  in  the  mqrning,  that  the  pour.; 
may  underftand  fpora  thymfelves,  whether  vipon 
the  means  wfed,  or  other  coniiderations,  tney  have 
altered  thdr  former  dqcUred  pqfokiuon^  and  are 
willing  to  depft  from  thelp  former  offenfjye  pracr 
tice,  that  accordingly  a  metq  phecfual  rehipdy 
may  be  applied  to  lo  dangerous  a  malady.  At 
the  time  they  ipade  their  appeararice  and  aftep 

■  B  b  b  '  ' '  ‘  ■  the 

•  His  life,  p.  69.  7®,  7t,  Th»difput«  •*yas  hsldl5<?«i  fte. 

93.d  ifiti  AptijL 
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the  court  had  heard  what  they  had  to  fay  for 

Whereas  Thomas  Gould 
William  I’urner,  and  John  Farnum,  Senior,  oh! 
iiinate  and  turbulent  anabaptifts,  have  foine  time 
iince  combined  thcinlelves  with  others  in  a  pre- 
ieiii-ied  cnuich  eftace,  without  the  fcnovviedo'e  and 
iippi  ooation  of  the  authority  here  eftabiilhed,  to 
thegreatgriefandoffcnceoftiiegodly  orthodox  /the 
foils  did  in  open  court,  affert  their  former 
practice  to  have^  been  according  to  the  mind  of 
God,  tnat  nothing  that  they  had  heard  convinced 
t.oeni  fo  the  contrary  ;  cvhich  practice,  being  alfo 
otyc!  wife  circumflanced  with  making  infant  bap- 
•.Uiii  a  ^nUility,  and  thereby  making  us  all  to  be 
11  n baptised  perfons,  and  lo  confecjucntly  no  regu¬ 
lar  chill  dies,  iiiindtry  or  orcunances  ,  as  alfo  le- 
nouncing  all  our  churches,  hdagio  bad  and  cor~ 
rapt  that  they  are  not  fit  to  be  held  communion 
with  ;  denying  to  fubmit  to  the  government  of 
Chrift  in  the  church,  and  entertaining  of  thofe 
who  are  under  church  cenfure,  therebv- makinsr 
the  difciplinp  of  Chrift  to  be  of  none  e&cft,  and 
manifeftiy  tendhig  to  the  difturbance  and  de- 
liruction  of  thefe  churches — opening  the  door  for 
ail  torts  of  aoominations  to  come  in  anioiip'  us,  to 
the  difturbance  not  only  of  ecdefiaftical  enjoy¬ 
ments,  but  alfo  contempt  of  our  civil  order,  and 
the  authority  here  eftabliflied—which  duty  to 
God  ,  and  the  country  doth  oblige  us  to  prevent, 
by  iifing  the  moR  compaflionate  eft'ecdual  means 
to  attain  the  fame  ;  all  which  confidering,  tosre- 
ther  witii  the  danger  of  difTcminating  their  errors, 
and  encoiirageing  prelurnpcuous  irregularities  by 
their  example,  fliould  they  continue  in  this  jurif. 
diction  ;  this  court  do  judge  it  neceflary  that 
they  be  removed  to  iome  other  part  of  this  coun- 
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try,  or  elfewhere,  and  accordingly  doth  order 
tSt  the  faid  Thomas  Gould,  William 
John  Farnum,  Senior,  do  before  the  2ota  of  ,u.y 
next  remove  thcmlelves  out  of  this  juuldic^ 
and  that  if  after  the  faid  20th  of  July  °‘- 

them  be  found  in  any  part  of  this  junfcliaion, 
without  licence  had  from  this  courtor  tke  council, 
he  or  they  fliall  be  forthwith  apprehended  ana 
committed  to  prifon  by  warrant  trom  any  rnagi- 
ftrate  and  there  remain  without  bail  or  mainpute, 
until  he  or  they  fhall  give  fufficient  fecurity  to  tim 
trovernor  or  any  magiftrate,  mimedsateiv  to  de¬ 
part  the  iurifdiction,  and  not  to  return  as  above- 
faid.  And  all  conftables  and  other  officers,  ais 
required  to  be  faithful  and  diligent  m  the  '-'Nexu- 
tion  of  this  fcntance.  And  it  is  further  orccixy, 
that  the  keepers  of  all  prifons  wffiereto  the  laid 
Thomas,  or  any  of  them  fhall  be  committed, 
{hall  not  permit  any  refort  of  companies  of  moie 
than  .two  at  one  time  to  any  of  the  laid  perfons.  And 
our  experience  of  their  high  obllinate  and  Igc- 
fumptuous  carriage,  doth  engage  us  to  prohibit 
them  any  further  meet  ng  together,  on  tne  Loi  d 
day,  or  other  days,  upon  pretence  of  theig  cliuicia 
eftate,  or  for  the  adrainiflration  or  exedciie  of  any 
pretended  ecclefiaftical  functions,  or  difpenfation 
of  the  feals  or  preaching  ;  wdierein,  if  they  lhali 
be  taken  offending,  they^lhall  be  impriloned  until 
the  tenth  of  July  next,  and  then  left  at  their  liber¬ 
ty  within  ten  days  to  depart  the  jurifdicdiou. 
upon  penalty  as  afoVeliiid.  Andg.vliercas  Thomas 
Gould  is  committed  to  prifon  in  the  county  or 
Middlefex,  by  the  laftcovvt  of  affiflaats,  for  non¬ 
payment  of  a  fine  impofed,  this  court  juclgcth  i‘ 
meet,  after  the  fentance  of  this  court  is  pubirffiei, 

this  day  after  tka  kklure  to  tkern^  that  the  laid  Gou.ti 
'  -  fball 


i.  c. 
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£ia!!  he  difeharged  frfcrn  imprifonment  in  MiddU 
le.  a.  to  us  hue,  that  io  he  irap  have  time  to  nm 

J'''4^ment  of  this  court.-^* 

tithe!  h  iSh'S;  ?■“;  ,  ““"““'d  by  ^ti 

ii-i-f  i-i  t-  J'eturn  into  feliowfhip 

Will  Uimc  w-ho  managed  tht  argument,  or  to  quf 

-icir  fuitions  and  ciyoyments  at  titeir  comm.^nd. 

records,  that  John  Farnum' 
ns  aa mru  ed  a  ^cem^n  df  that  colony  May  ,3, 

Vr-M  )JJrr"  m  ^.1641  ;  in  Jhicl 

Wiati;^-  H  bprmd  hmiiclf  to  governor 

1  ,?  •  ^  pp^f  tor  Jos  pafiaee  over 

bf 'i  ivAn-rn-  fr-  M  me 

FanM  m"  ;  7I  iT  of  Turner  and 

1  aUi um  to  Toiion  Goal,  dated  [ulv  'io  this  vear 

srih:';  hrJr  LTf;  ’ 

hi  A  ailembly  met 

MStidfA  ^  ’w  Prefented  to  them 

Is  f\4  s  -  di  h^^^r'y  ,  •iheir  cluii  t'h  papers, 

tb  bciote  ate,  In  tnefe  w'urds,  ^  * 

ir  j  'W  r  \  i  *  t  ■•  .1 


Cg  K  m  '■  deprived  of  their  libei 

^y^_-akvii  of}  mmi  then-  callings,  ieparated  fror 
lheir  -i.vm-3  arid  cr.ildren,  difabled  to 'govern  or  to 

to  their  gi-cat  damage 
^pu  luuLnmg  ruin,_  how  mnocent  ioever  ;  befits 

,wr’,  .?■■  lives,  being  aged  and 

.s  Ui'^.y  men,  ana  needing  that  lUccoiir  a  prifon  \s  ii{ 
Iio.  auord  I  tire  tenfe  ot  tills,,  their  perfonal  and 

deplorable  and  affliacd  condition,  hath 
.adiy  a.'+fcietl  tiie  Hearts  ofmany  fober  aad  fctious 
Cuuicians,  and  inch  as  iieitlicr  appianx  of  their 

iUbi  O'nUMI  1-  *  .A, - !_11  ^  . 


tiuluuvG  ui  incir 

ludgnicnt  or  practice  j  efpccialJy  cordielering  that 

i  ivtCCOi  cii(  1 
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tKe  men  are  reputed  godly,  and  of  a  blamclefs  cbm 
verfatioii  ;  and  the  things  for  which  they  » 

foffer  teem  not  to  be  moral,  unqueftioned,  lean 
lous  evils,  but  matters  of  religion  and  coriicience  ; 
iiot  in  things  fundamental,  plain  and  cleai,  but 
circumftantial,  more  dark  and  doubtful,  wherem 
the  faints  are  wont  to  differ,  and  to  forbeai  one 
another  in  love,  that  they  be  not  expofed  to  hn, 
or  to  fufl'er  for  confcience  fake.  We  therefore 
moft  humbly  befeech  this  honored  court,  in  their 
chriftian  mercy  and  bowels  of  compaffion,  to  pity 
and  relieve  thefe  poor  prifoners  ;  whofe  fuffenng* 
falfo  being  doubtful  to  many,  and  fume  of  great 
svorth  among  ourfelves,  and  grievoiiij  to  fundiy 
of  God’s  people  at  home  and  abroad,  rnay  craye 
a  further  confideration:)  whereby  perceiving  thif 
court  not  likely  to  ^ccL  the  end  defired,  biU  ra- 
ther  to  grieve  the  hearts  of  God  s  people  :  Now 
your  wifdoms  may  be  pleafed  to  tliink  of  fome 
better  expedient,  and  feriouliy  confider  whether 
an  indulgence,  juftifiable  by  the  word  of  God, 
pleaded  for  and  praclifed  by  congi  egationa.. 
churches,  may  not,  in  this  day  of  fuffering  to  the 
people  of  God,  be  more  effectual,  fafe  andinof*. 
fenlive  than  other  ways,  which  arc  always  griev¬ 
ous^  and  feldom  find  fuccefs.  We  in  all  humility 
hope,  hereby  occafions  of  difference  being  removed, 
that  love  and  communion  among  all  faints,  which 
our  dying  Lord  fo  weightily  chaigcd  and  caineft” 
ly  prayed  for,  will  more  eafiiy  be  prefcrvrd  and 
praclifed,  to  the  glory  of  God,,  honor  of  the  gof- 
pcl,  peace  and  welfire  of  all  the  churches,  wnieh 
tills  honored  court  being  the  happy  inhniments 
of  effecting,  muU  oblige  your  poor  petitioners,  as 
in  duty  bound,  to  pray  for  your  happiueJ's  both 
ah  this  life  and  in  that  to  come,  and  that  yoiiv 

atithoritc 
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continued  as  an  unparalled 
'“■  O  -IIJS  conjinoawealth.’^  ^  ^ 

fon!  Can""  H^^chin. 

■'  many  others  %ned  this 

t'>zi  th- r]  •  werefo  far  from  grantim^ 

^ t*.at  t,iK  ciner  promoters  of  it  were  fined  and 

cmeis  compeoed  to  an  acknowledgment  of  tlmi^ 

arr^r"!  ^the  Court  herein.  Wc 

Hon.  Francis  Wfilouo-hby 

tfii 

“was  a  great  oppofer  of 
agamftthe  baptiiis.”  Leveret 
2’‘b  foccefiors  in  that  ofike,  anpear 

ti;^  tl>cnr_  Stance  againft 

tC::  "  anfwer  to  which  I  find  among 

-^mrcn  papers,  which  is  dofed  with  theif 
\v  oras.  «  Tms  my  ivjfband  would  intreat  of  you 
o  taue  counfei  of  mailer  Bennet,  and  if  lic^and 
>oa  jnage  it  mete,  to  lend  it  to  England,  and  the 

nua  fi.e  it  out  goodman  Sweetfer,  and  that  fofiah 
^^.nte  It  fur  and  plain.”  I  conclude  the  perfon 
here  ipcakmg  IS  ejder  Gould’s  wife  ;  and  the  moft 
^  pomts  Oi  her  anfwer  are  as  folIow^s  : 

“  First,  They  call  them  objtinate  and  turbulent 
c..a.apuj,s.  I.  I  deiire  to  know  wherein  theirob- 
fanacy  aoth  appear  ?  They  defined  the  court  to 
femv  taem,  from  the  rule  of  Chrift,  of  any  point 
that  ,,aey  were  out  of  the  way  of  God  ;  and  if  the 
Lord  was  plealed  to  Ihew  them  wherein  they 
were  out,  they  would  freely  lay  it  down  ;  but 
they  llrewed  them  no  other  rule  than  their  own 
iavr  ;  and  fentauced  them  to  be  fined  and  impri- 
xonea;  and  this  was  all  the  rule  they  could  give, 

■f.r/r..  •  which 

-  Mail,  hik.  voJ.  p.  227,  269. 
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which  did  not  convince  them.  2.  They  fay  tuey 
were  turbulent  :  I  defire  them  to  prove  v/hcrcm 
they  v/ere  turbulent,  when  they  did  not  uutUib 
neither  churches  nor  courts,  neither  by  vrord  nor 
by  action  ;  but  deiired '  to  live  quietly  and  peace¬ 
ably  among  them,  and  they  cannot  tell  of  any  one 
thinc^  that  they  diilurbed  them  m,  but  deiired  they 
rni-’'ht  enjoy  that  liberty  that  Chrift  hatu  pUiichal- 
ed^for  them.  dFhey  know  not  that  they  ipoke 
^ny  word  that  gave  oifence  to  the  court,  uniCiS  j.t 
\vas  thofe  few  words,  when  liiaifei  13i.3U.iLreci,  pro* 
liouaced  that  fentance  agaiiift  them,  and  charged 
them  no  more  to  meet  together,  whether  on  the 
Lord’s-day  or  on  the  weekdays,^*/?  tJoeir  cmventides  % 
thofe  wmrds  were  returned  by  them,  We  ought  to 
obey  God  rather  than  man  ;  wt  cannot  but  do  the 
things  that  vae  have  heard  and  learned.  3.  ior 
anabaptifts^  they  do  not  own  that  name,  except, 
they  will  bepleaied  to  explain  what  they  mean  by 
it  \  for  thev  owm  them  to  be  of  the  baptmed* 
Af^ain  they  fay,  they  combined  together  in  a  pretended 
church  e/iate.  They  need  not  have  faid  fo,  unUefs 
they  could  have  proved  they  let  up  then  ciiuicn 
contrary  to  a  rule  of  Chrift.  Befide*,  they  gave 
them  in  a  writing  wherein  they  gave  a  brief  ac¬ 
count  of  their  faith,  where  they  dec^'-iie-s,  ,*hafc 
they  ov’nccl  to  be  a,  church  or  Chriit,  and  tiie  or¬ 
der  of  it  according  to  the  rule  of  the  fcriptiire^ 
wliieh  neither  the  court  nor  the  elders  ever  an- 
‘  fwer' d  to  this  day.  They  fay  it  was  xvithouf  the 
kiiowledge  or  approbation  of  the  authority  here  eftahlifie^ 
ed  at  the  law  repaired.  Anfwer,  1.  If  the  apoftles 
had  not  fet  up  churches  la  their  time,  without  the 
approbation  of  the  authority  and  their  priefts^ 
there  had  been  few  or  no  churches  in  their  time. 
Chrift  is  Lord  and  King  of  his  churchy  and  h 
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government  therein,  and  hath  given 

ca^rv  -fl'  'o  fet  it  up  ami  to 

not  to  -ifT-l”"’  his  appointment,  and 

not  to  dflj.  leave  of  the  powers  of  the  word  to  fet 

""Pjf .  i  ;  for  Chrilt’s  jurifdiaion  is  the 

reaue.t  junidicbon  n  the  world.  3.  They  had  afk-' 
ged  lea%T,  had  they  found  a  command  okhriftfor 
It,  but  finding  no  rule  of  Clirift  they  did  notdo  it. 

Aqajn,  they  fay  fome  of  themfelves  were 
^^commimcated perfons:  Firll,  it  is  true  what  they 
-ay,  yet  that  fome  vyas  but  two  that  were  caff  out 
anu  that  after  phcy  were  gathered  into  this  pre¬ 
tended  church  as  they  call  it,  a  good  fpaefe  of 
tunc.  But  confider  for  what  it  w'as,  and  how  it 

foe  foregoing  account  of  Mr.  Gould 
and  Ufburne  is  confirmed.  And  of  tfie  day  they 
were  cad  out  file  fays,  J  I’he  word  was  earned  to 
the  eider,  that  if  they  were  alive  and  well  they 
would  come  the  next  rlay,  yet  they  were  fo  hot 
upon  It  that  they  would  not  ftay,  but  maffer  Sims  • 
when  he  was  laying  out  the  fins  of  thefb  men! 
before  he  had  propounded  it  to  the  church,  to 
know  their  mind,  the  church  having  no  libertv  to 
Ipcak,  he  wmund  it  up  in  his  difeourfe,  and”^de- 
ivered  them  up  to  fatiin,  tp  the  amazment  of  the 
people,  that  ever  foch  an  ordinance  of  Chriff 
luould  be  fo  abufed,  that  many  of  the  people  went 
na  thefe  were  the  excommunicated  perfons. 

Ihey  fay,r//?fr  long  forbearence  to  itfe  the  ittmo/i  means 
convince  and  reduce  them,  mtreated  the  ajftjiance  of  t« 
divers  elders.  Anfwcr  i .  It  is  true  there  were 
feven  ^ciders  appointed  to  difeourfe  with  tliem! 
*rid  tnere  were  a  few  plowmian  and  taylors  to 
come  before  :  but  how  they  were  ferved  with  a 
warrant  to  appear  before  thefe  elders  in  his  Majef. 
t  js  uanie  i  2.  Wiien  tlysy  were  met,  there  w'^s  % 
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fpeech  made  by  one  of  them,  pf  what  yilq 
perio'S  they  were,  and  haw  they  acied 
the  churches  and  governmeht  here,  and  itoo  con¬ 
demned  by  the  court.  1  he  other  defiruig  iioerty 
to  fpeak,  they  would  not  luSer  them,  biu-  tcdcl 
them  they  Itood  there  ar?  delincjuents,  and  'v>ugh«. 
not  to  have  liberty  to  fpeak.  bhen  they  cichred 
they  mis’ht  choofe  a  moderator  a§  well  as  they  i 
they  denied  them.  Two  days  avere  fpeut  to^  little 
purpofe— riti  the  ciofe^  mailer  Joiiatthan  iiitchel 
pronounced  that  dreadful  fentance  againft  them 
fn  Deut,  xvii,  8.  to  the  end  of  the  lath,  and  thi^ 
w^’as  the  wav  they  took  to  convince  theni,  and 
you  may  fee  \vhat  a  good  eScel  it  had.—  Lliero 
was  nothing  fpoken  from  the  rule  ot  Chrift,  nei¬ 
ther  from  ^t he  court  nor  the  elder's,  biiw  xiich  feiA*? 
tances  as  tUefe,  rincing,  and  whipping,^  an  prifon- 
in^,  and  banifliing,  and  mailer  Mitchcik  fentancCj, 
and  all  thel'e  are  not  the  weapons  ov  Chriil,  but 
caiTAal  weapons  that  never  did  convince  any  ioul 

Ql  the  error  of  tus  ways.  ^  ^  ' 

Whereas  they  'ay,  pradke  7nakt7if^ 

fant  baptifm  a  niillfty,  &c.  1  ani  wer,  it  is  good  fon 

every  one  to  be  lure  th^t  they  are  upon  good 
ground  whatfoever  the  praftice  of  oidiers  may 
ieem  to  condemn — -Tlrey  iay,  tendvtg  to  toe  djiiir^ 
hunceand  de^huclion  of  thefe  chiiuhesd"  For  aniwer, 
I.  If  eight  or  nine  poor  anabaptids*,  they  call 
them,  oulci  be  the  dellruftiou  of  their  churclies,.> 
then  let  any  feeing  man  judge  what  their  vdvurehyf 
arc  built  upon  ;  ’then  we  may  think  txicy  are  bull 
upon  a  faridy  foundation  ;  for  the  church  o 
Chrift  Is  built  iipwn  himfelf,  and  the  gates  of  fiei 
{hall  not  prevail  again  11  it.  2.  If  they  be  th 
churches  ot  Chrift,  and  think  they  fhall  be  oveij, 
thrown  by  them,  it  is  from  tkewcalcnefs  of  the^ 

‘  r  '  ^  L 

C  9  i 
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faith,  looking  more  to  an  arm  of  flefli  and  powers 
m  the  world  to  uphold  them,  than  to  Chrift  and 
ins  faithful  promife.  3,  If  they  fear  they  will  be 
the  cieftruclicn  of  their  churches,  now  all  the 
power^of  the  country  is  for  them  and  have  an 
arm  of  flelh  to  help  them,  what  will  they  do  when 
all  the  powers  of  the  country  are  againft  them, 
as  are  againft  tke  otlicr,  as  you  fay  yourfelves  of 
them,  that  when  they  were  in  examination  before' 
tile  com  t,  they  profefled  themfelves  relblveu  to 
adhere  to  the  lame  practice  ;  and  now  fnfier  will¬ 
ingly  for  it.  But  for  the  men,  what  they  are  I 
hull  fay  nothing,  for  the  fixty.fivc  hands  to  die 
petition  that  was  put  into  tiie  general  Court,  does 
plainly  declare  to  their  beft  dikerning,  that  they 
have  been  honeft  and  godly,  and  lived  ejuietlv  and 
peacably  among  them  a  good  length  of  'time. 
Again  they  fay,  the  mojl  compajf.onais  a'nd 

efetuial  means  to  attain  the  fame.  Anlwer,  i.  The 
Lord  keep  every  gracious  foul  from  fuch  com- 
paflioiiate  means  for  the  truth  of  the  gofpe! ! 
2.  Lor  what  compailionatc  means  were  ufed  with 
them,  let  men  fearing  God  judge  ;  for  one  of 
them  was  called  from  prifon  when  this  fentance 
of  banilhment  was  read  againft  them  j  and  if  any 
mail  de.il  cs  to  inform  hiinielf  wherein  their  coni- 
pahion  appears,  let  him  read  their  printed  fentance 
againft  them,  which  was  executed  upon  'them  ; 
for  not  moving  themfelves,  they  fenc  the  confta- 
able,  and  fetch  them  away  to  prilbn  on  a  public 
leefture  day  at  Bofton,  when  the  fiid  Thomas 
Gould,  William  iunicr  and  John  Farnnm,  had 
been  all  there,  and  newly  conic  home  to  their 
iioufcs,  and  they  remain  in  prifon  to  this  day.” 

How'  any  that  feared  God,  could  be  enfiuml 
and  held  in  fuch  a  way  of  trcatinc;  their  fellow 
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Servants,  may  doubtlcfs  appear  unaccountable  to 
Ill  illy  ;  but  a  careful  fearch  will  help  us  to  difcovcr 
the  nature  ot  this  myftery.  The  crtablillimcnt 
chriftian  comnionweakh,  was  the  grand  oojeer 
that  had  been  before  thole  leaders  for  forty  yearSy 
and  it  continued  fo  to  their  laft  hours.  Mi.  Wik 
fon,  the  firft  niinifter  of  Bofton,  had  been  famed 
for  a  eift  of  prophecy,  or  foreteling  future  events ; 
and  as  his  diilOiUtion  appeared  near,  a  i?ti  ge  num¬ 
ber  of  rniniiters  came  j'ound  lum  on  May  16, 
5667,  and  defired  him  to  declare  unto  them,  what 
be  conceived  to  be  the  fins  among  them  thd.t 
caufed  the  difpleafure  of  God  againft  the  country^ 
be  told  them  he  had  longdeaved  the  following  finsas 
chief  among  others,  whicli  greatly  provoked  God, 
viz.  I  Separation.  2>.  i\nabaptiiiTi.  Coiahjim, 
when  people  rife  up  as  L-orali,  againft  their  mini' 
Ilers  -  Or  elders,  as  if  they  took  too  much  upon, 
them,  when  indeed  they  do  but  rule  for  Chrifty 
and  according  to  Chnft ;  yet  (faid  he)  it  is  no¬ 
thing  for  1  brother  to  fland  up,  and  oppofe  witli- 
out  icripture  or  reafon,  the  doctrine  and  word  of 
the  elder,  faying!  am  not  fatisfied, &c.  and  lienee, 
if  he  do  not  like  the  adminiftration,  be  it  baptifm 
or  the  like,  he  will  turn  his  back  upon  God  and  his 
ordinances,  and  go  away*  And  for  our  negled 
of  baptifing  the  children  of  the  church,  thofc  tliat 
feme  call  grand-cliildren,  I  think  God  is  provoked 
by  it.  4.  Another  fin  I  take  to  be  the  making 
'light  of,  not  fubjeSiing  to  the  authority  of  fynods 
without  which,  the  churches  cannot  long  fubfift. 
Amd  fo  for  the  magiftrates  being  GaUio  like, cither 
not  careing  for  tliefc  things,orclf€ notulmg/Z'^/r 
power  and  authrity  for  the  maintenance  of  the  truths 
gofpel  and  ordinances  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
jefus  Clirift,  and  for  bearing  thorough  Vyitnefa 
ijainfl  the  con.trary  :  firould  the  Lord  leave  then%^ 

bcreUyikp, 
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iicWvinta,  ^  ko-p.'  mifcrable  a  people  fhouJd  we  be- ! 

at  night  he  bitiled  them  upon  their  par  tin  <^'1 
with  great  aiiedion,  and  with  tears,  and  all  tS» 
nr  li liters  wept  %vick  him,  and  took  their  leave  of 
m-en  as  eiilldrea  of  their  father,  who  havino- 
bidied  them  was  about  to  died'  And  did  fo  the 
fhr  Auguft  following.  *  Thefe  things  af. 

tacit  ijuadg  in  lueli  a  manner,  that  upon 
|i/b’  ciiurch  s  obtamuig  Mr.  Devena^ort  from  New- 
Ixaaen  to  iucceed  him,  who  had  printed  his  tefti- 
xnoDy  againit  the  rfeiiilt  of  the  late  fynod  about 
the  i\?Jfw‘iy  covenant,  a  muior  part  of  the  church 
drew  uif  from  the  reir,  and  jn  May  1669  other 
inlnPters  aiiiited  in  forming  them  into  a  new 
ciiurch,  in  jepnration  from  the  lirft  church  in* 
^tvlnch  Jchifn  cbndnuecl  about  fourteen 
yens,  till  ail  epiicopa!  invader  of  their  rights 
drove  their,  together  :again.  'j  Hence  fee  v.hata 
fciulillauca!  doclrine  that  is,  of  infants  church- 
hiembcrfiiip'i  and  of  uhng  fecUlar  force  in  religious 
aiFaivs^  ^  What  divfrfionB  and  con tcUl ions  did  it 
pi-odace  both  jn  Conneclieut  and  the  MaiTachu- 
Iccts  ?  And  is  it  nut  evident  that  they  proceeded 
fioifr  i  cdv^oiifiduig  bi  thre  Jcvriin  and  Chiifiian 
uhca  ^together  ?  fur  a  right  to  mernberlhiD 
and  to  oflice,  in  the  fo-rmer,  proceeded  in  a  na¬ 
tural,  in  the  latter,  iu  a  fpirituai  line.  The  gain- 

V  ;  ^  faying, 

Mor-tdr>,  bi  295,  t9§. 

T  pda^tethj-^  h.  Tlie’re  was  2  grc.:?t  differend* 

.beiAMxt  the  .  N  church  ynd  the  mtinbcrs  of  the  new  church,  aheUt 
&-Hpnrrn.‘yTd  ifieir  rhem  •'ei s joinir.g  in  lull  cori!nu.!nion  with  either 
ehuf'-^h  ;  tnvyv<(b  ^(^  high  that  there  W'2.s  irnprifoaing  of  partie.*^, 
diahrhanecs  but  now  hearir  g  of  my  prcpo/als  fob 
mi  a  1  heps  to  he  fen  t  over,  they  are  joined  tegetkver,  about  a  fort- 
ijjjghr  ^oiid  pray  ro  Go.i  to  confound  the  devices  of  all  whA 
Ojh'ni)  their  peace  and  liherues/’  Tiandclph's  Utur  to  the  bt/hep 
df  houaenf  Moy  7.9,  1682.  Maff,  hiff,  voL  3,  p,  532.  lh.ii 
chaich  is  ifres  called  fhs  old  :^outk. 
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faying  of  Korah  was  after  an  Infallnbk  authority 
hid  fixed  the  priefi-hood  in  the  line  o  A 
and  his  feed,  who  were  types  of  Chuit  an 
Snts  ;  but  officers  in  diilinaion  from  the  r 
of  the  liveh  pnes  whereof  his  hoiifc  is  bui  , 
never  called  prieits  in  the  new-teftament  :  yea, 

we  have  feen  minillers  “eg 

them  by  that  name,  and  yet  tney  ^ 

in  lance  and  down  to  this  day,  have  applied  the 

cafe  of  Korah  to  thofe  who  refule  praauatiy  to 
own  them  as  fuch.  And  they  have  often  told  us 
of  David  s  error,  in  carrying  the  arK  upon  a 
cart  inftead  of  the  pnetls  ihoulders  ;  but  thau 
error  is  theirs,  not  ours  ;  and  had  they  been 
ready  to  immitate  David  in  reformation  tli  y 
were  in  tranfgreffion  whik  happy  times  nngit  we 
have  feen  before  now  ?  ihe  oracles  o  Dod  were 
then  carried  in  the  ark,  but  now  his  chuicn  is  the 
pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth  i  Tim-  13,  k .  i 
Peter  2,  t  Upon  Uzza’s  being  itruck  dead, 
David  was  turned  to  feaich  the  divine  rmes,  which 
taught  him  to  reft  the  caufe  of  truth  upon  living 
Jhoiiiders,  inftead  of  an  earthly  machine  drawn  by 
"beapy  force  :  1  Cor.  15,  Bat  when^  tae  ruleis 
of  the  Malfachuletts  were  moved  by  their  mimttei  s 
to  exert  i'uch  force  aglinft  the  baptifts,  tiiougii 
they  faw  the  chief  procurers  of  that  fentance  itrucic 
dead  before  the  time  came  for  its  execution,  and 
minv  moi'e  of  them  about  that  time,  yet  their 
polleVity  have  approved  their  fayings  even  to  this 
day  1  am  well  fenfible  that  the  divise  judge- 

Mr.  Henry  Flint  of  Brdntree,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Sheipard 
t>f  Rotvl-y,  died  alvuc  the  time  of  their  difpute  with  the  baputiS 
in  Botton.  Mr,  Miichcl,  who  was  moit  adivc  in  procurnig  the 
lentanre  againtt  them,  died  Julv  9,  aged  43,  and  Mr.  John  F  lot 
Gtlubcr  13,  i6c8,  35,  both  of 
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nlTtn  f  ^ecp,  and  that  Jove  or  hatred  is 

yet  outward  events  ; 

y  tJie>  ought  to  put  us  all  upon  fearchino-  anH 

of  re^-eale'd  will 

ot  God  whicli  duty  \vas  excellently  inculcated 

JT  o  to  Capt.  Oliver 

of  Loflon,  in  the  w’ords  folJowinfr.  ^ 

Ay  dear  Brother, 

Iiavefm^- affeaion  and  great  honors  that  I 
navetOT  fvew-England  tranfport  me,  and  i  hnn<- 
j;our  ch„.d,„  ft,,  i  ‘ 

dea-ien.  1  ];ave  ever  been  warmed  with  the  an. 
p  ehenhon  ot^  the  grace  of  God  tow^ards  me  in 
ryingme  tpitlier.  I  have  alwavs  tlxngln  thatof' 
ti  e  congregational  churches  of  E.  in^our  day! 

?nd  "oTf  ^tith  joy  as  to  oun'elves 

ferli  f  the  grea- 

ter  my  Jove  ts  to  N.  E.  the  more  am  I  grieved  at 

■  r  frequently  faid  here,dhat  they 
arv.  Iwcrvcd  afide  towards  prefbetery  :  if  lb,  the 

Lord  .-eftore  them  all.  Bu,  another  lid  thing 

that  much  effecls  usis,  to  hearthat  you  even  in  M. 

. '  nglano  pcrfecute  your  bi  ethren  ;  men  found  in 
tefaita  ;  of  holy  life  ;  agreeing ‘in  w  orfliip  and 
1  cipline  with  you  ;  only  differing  in  the  point  of 
apafo.  Dear  brother,  'vee  here  do  love  and  ho¬ 
nor  them,  hold  familiarity  with  them  and  take 
tweet  councri  together  ;  they  lie  in  the  bofom  of 
lit  and  therefore  they  ought  to  be  laid  in  our 
ofoms.  In  a  word,  we  freely  admit  them  into 

enurches  ;  few  of  our  churches  but  many  of  cur 
members  are  anabaptiifs  :  I  mean  baptized  again, 
TUT.  This 

Klchard  Maihtr  of  Dorchefier 
Northampton  on 

fr,  ■n/'*'’ J  Heated  the  baptifts 

fair!!t  one  of  the  difputants  a* 

§ama  tiiein,both  died  vrithin  f.vo  y«ar$  after, as  lycil  *5  many  others, 
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This  is  love  in  England  ;  this  is  moderation  ;  this 
is  a  rit^hc  ne.v  tclb>^ent  ipirit.  But  do  you  now 
fas  is  abovcfaid)  bear  with,  yea,  more  than  bear 
with,  the  Preibyterians  ?  yea,  and  that  the  worit 
fort  of  them,  viz.  thofo  w'ho  are  the  corruptelt, 
ri^redh ;  whole  principles  tend  to  corrupt  the 
churches  ;  turning  the  world  into  the  church,  and 
the  church  into  the  world  ;  and  which  doth  no 
Ids  than  bring  a  people  under  meer  flavery.  It  is 
an  iron  yoke  which  neither  we  nor  our  congre¬ 
gational  brethren  in  Scotland  were  ever  able  to 
bear.  I  have  heard  them  utter  thefe  words  m 
the  pulpit,  that  it  is  no  wrong  to  make  the  inde- 
peridants  fell  all  they  have,  and  depart  the  land  ; 
and  many  more  things  I  might  mention  of  that 
kind  ;  but  this  I  hint  only,  to  Ihew  what  caufo 
there  is  to  withftand  that  wicked  tyranny  which 
was  once  fet  up  in  poor  mifcrable  Scotland,  which 
I  verily  believe  was  a  great  wrong  and  injury  to 
the  reformation.  The  generality  of  them  here, 
even  to  this  day,  will  not  freely  confent  to  our 
enjoyment  of  our  liberty  •,  though  through  mercy 
the  beft  and  moft  reformed  ®f  them  do  otherwule. 
How  much  more  therefore  would  it  concern  dear 
H.E.to  turnthcedgeagainft[thofe3who,if  notpre- 
vented,  will  certainly  corrupt  andenllave, not  only 
their  ov/n,  but  alfo  your  churches?  Whereas 
anabap'-ifts  are  neither  fpirited  nor  principled 
to  ir^ure  not  hurt  your  government  nor  your 
liberties  ;  but  rather  thefe  be  a  means  \o  prelerve 
your  churches  from  apodacy,  and  provoke  them 
to  their  primitive  puncy,  as  they  were  in  the  tirft 
planting,  ia  admiffion  of  members  to  receive  none 
into  your  churches  but  vifibic  faints,  and  in  reftpr- 
ing  the  intirc  jurildicflon  of  evei’y  congregation 
so® pleat  and  iaadUlarbed.  Ws  art  hearty  and 

full 
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full  for  our  prefbyterian  brethren’s  enlovlna 
equal  liberty  with  ourtelves,  oh  that  they  had  the 
^efpmt  towards  us  !  but  oh  how  it  grieves  and 
affects  us  tjiat  _  New-England  ihould 'perfecute  ' 

Will  you  not  give  what  you  take?  is  liberty  of 
confaence  your  due  ?  and  is  it  not  as  due  unto 
others  that  are  found  in  the  faith  ?  Read  the 
face  to  the  dedaration  of  the  faith  and  order,  own- 

fo  congregational  churche* 

n  England,  p.  6,  7,  Amongft  many  others  forin 
tares,  that  in  the  14th  of  Romans  much  confirms 
me  in  hoerty  of  confoience  thus  Rated  ;  To  him 
that  efteenis  any  thing  unclean,  to  him  it  is  un- 

"^’^crefore  though  we  approve 

of  the  baptifm  oftheimmediatechiidren  of  church 

members,  and  [of]  their  admifiion  into  the  church 
when  they  evidence  a  real  work  of  grace  ;  yet  to 
C  ofel  that  m  confoience  believe  the  faid  baptifm 
to  be  unc  ean  it  is  unclean.  Both  that  and  meer 
raimg  elders,  though  we. approve  of  theiu  vet 
our  grounds  are  meer  interpretatipns  of,  and  not 
any  exprels  feripture,  I  cannot  fay  fo  clearly  of 
any  thing  elfo  m  our  religion,  neither  as  to  faith 
or  pradice  Now  muft  we  force  our  interpreta- 
tion,  upon  others  Ifope-like  i  In  verfe  c  of  diat 
chapter  the  fpint  of  God  faith,  Le^  every  .i/e  b, 
jully  perfwaded  in  his  caun  mind  ;  therefore  this 
being  the  exprefs  will  of  God,  who  foall  make  a 
contrary  law,  and  fay,  perfwaded  or  not  perfwad¬ 
ed  you  mail  do  as  we  fay,  and  as  we  do !  and  Tcrfe 
23,  what  IS  not  of  faith  is  fin  ;  therefore  there  mufl 
De  a  word  for  what  we  do,  and  wc  maif  fei*  and 
believe  it,  or  elfe  we  fin  if  we  do  it.  And  Deut. 

1  2  and  lafi:,  as  wc  muft  not  add,  nor  may  wc  de- 
minifh  :  wdiat  is  commanded  wc  muft  do.  Alfo 
9.Sth  *f  hlatchcv/.  And  what  principles  is  perfc» 

cuti.oii 
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'Cutiou  grounded  upon  ?  Domlnrdition  and  Infalli- 
biiitv  t  this  we  teach  is  the  truth.  But  r»re  weS 

*  0 

inraliible,  and  have  w’c  the  government  '  God 
made  none,  no  n:)t  the  a po files  who  cou’d  n(/t 
trr,  to  be  lords  over  faith  ;  therefore  what  ...on- 
ftroas  pride  is  this  !  At  this  rate  any  pcr-wafion 
geting  uppermoll  may  command,  and  pcrlcciite 
them  that  obey  tJiem  itot  ;  all  non-conformiils 
mufl  be  i!i-ufed.  Oh  wicked  and  monfti'ons 
principle!  What  ere  you  can  plead  for  yolmfelvcs 
agaiidt  thofe  that  perfecute  yon,  thofc  wliorn  yc 
periecute  may  plead  for  themlelve'^  againit  vou*. 
Whatever  they  can  fay  agaiiitt  tlie  poor  men^ 
your  enemies  fay  againit  you  ;  and  what  I  is 
that  nornd  principle  crept  into  precious  New-^ 
England,  who  have  felt  what  perfecution  is,  and 
have  alwwys  pleaded  for  liberty  of  confcicncc  ; 
have  not  thofe  run  equal  hazards  with  you  for 
the  enjoyment  of  their  liberties ;  and  hoAv  do  Votx 
cafl  a  reproach  upon  us,  that  are  congregational  iri 
England,  and  fiirnlfh  our  adverfaries  with  wea¬ 
pons  againft  us  ?  We  blufh  and  are  filled  wdth 
fl'irne  and  confufion  of  face,  ■when  wm  hea^"  of 
thefe  things.  Dear  brother  !  we  prav  that  God 
Wmuld  open  your  eyes  and  perfwade  the  hearts  of 
your  m  igedrates,  that  they  may  no  more  pmte 
their  fcHowfervants^  nor  thus  greativ  iniar^ 
their  bretheren  ;  and  that  they  may  not  thu^  dif- 
hoaorthenameof  God  .and  caufe  his  pconle  to  bs 
rcpi iiacKcd,  nor  the  holy  wav  of  Ood 
grcgationil  way)  to  be  evil  fooken  of.  Mv  foar 
brother  !  pardon  my  pl.^innefs  and  freedom  for 
the  zeal  of  God  s  ’  houfe  conilrairis  me.  Whn^ 
caufe  Have  we  to  blefs  God  who  ^^ives  its  to  fi  fo 
favour  in  the  eyes  of  his  Majcirv  ?  and  to  p”  'g 
Goct  tt)  contiriuc  him,  and  to  rcqmte  it  ‘^■ra.cmiifly 
to  him  in  fpiritua.l  bleiii n gs.  Weil,  fiiivc  I  bo.^  'ecu 
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you  with  God  by  prayers,  and  ufe  all  lawful  ways 
and  means,  even  to  your  greateft  hazard,  that 
tliofc  poor  nien  may  be  fet  free.  For  be  allured, 
this  Ubcrty  of  confcience,as  we  ftate  it,  is  the  caufe 
of  God  ;  and  hereby  you  may  be  a  means  to  di- 
vert  the  judgments  of  God'  from  falling  upon 
dear  New-England.  for  our  Father  in  faithfulnefs 
will  afllict  us  if  we  repent  not  Doth  not  the 
very  gofpel  fay,  what  mtafure  we  mete  to  ethers  Jhail 
he  iruajitred  to  us  ?  God  is  not  unrighteous  :  what 
is  more  provoking  to  him  than  the  perfecuting  of 
his  faints  !  Touch  mt  mine  anomtecl,  and  do  my  pro¬ 
phets  no  harm  ;  did  he  not  reprove  kings  for  their 
fake  ?  Thofe  who  have  the  unction  the  apoftle 
John  fpeaks  of,  and  the  fpirit  and  gift  of  prophe- 
ties.  With  what  marvellous  ftrength  did  holy 
Mr.  Burroughs  urge  that  place  againft  perfecu- 
tion  ?  Perfecution  is  bad  in  wicked  men,  but  it 
is  rnoft  abominable  in  good  men,  who  have  fiif- 
fered  and  pleaded  for  liberty  of  confciencc  them- 
felves.  Difcountenance  men  that  certainly  err, 
but  perfecute  them  not.  I  mean  grofs  errors. 
Well,  we  arc  travelling  to  our  place  of  reft  :  with 
joy  we  look  for  new  heavens  and  new  earth.  We 
ft  ail  ere  long  be  in  the  fiilncfs  of  blifs,  holy, 
Irirmlefs  in  the  bofom  of  Chrift.  Let  us  pray, 
the  earth  may  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
laord,  that  they  may  not  hurt  nor  deftroy  in  all 
his  holy  mountain.  I'hc  Lord  grant  we  may  by 
the  next  hear  better  things  of  the  government  of 
New-England.  My  moil  hearty  love  to  your  bro¬ 
ther,  and  to  all  our  brethren.  My  refpefts  and  fer- 
vice  to  my  dcarcoufiu  Leveret,  and  to  Mr.  Francis 
'Willoughby.  The  Lord  make  them  infiriimental, 
for  his  glory,  in  helping  to  reform  things  among 
you.  1  lhaii  be  glad  to  hear  from  you.  1  rs- 

nicxuber 
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member  our  good  old  fweet  communion  togeher; 
My  dear  brother,  once  again  pardon  me,  tor  I  am 
affeded  !  I  fpeak  for  God,  to  whofe  grace  I  com^ 
mit  you  all  in  New-England  ;  humbly  craving 

your  pryers  for  us  here,  and  remain, 

^  Your  afleclionate  brother. 

Robert  Mascall.’^*" 

Fintbury  near  Morefield, 
the  25th  of  March,  1669. 

NtvER  did  I  fee  the  true  nature  of  thcic  con- 
troverfies  bettei'  ftated  by  any  on  that  fide.  Our 
apponcnts  have  no  belter  grounds  tor  accufing  ud 
of  denying  feripture  coniec|ucuces,cLan  becAti  ewe 
refufe  to  yield  to  their  interpretations,  wnich  ap¬ 
pear  to  us  unfound.  Natky  are  we  any  more 
rigid  than  thciTilclvcs  ^  though  becaufe  they  Lokl 
to  two  or  three  ways  of  baptizing,  while  we  be¬ 
lieve  our  Lord  has  infiituicd  but  ouq  bciptijhi^  they 
accufc  us  v/ith  it,  if  we  cannot  ad  with  them  as. 
baptized  perfons,  who  appears  to  us  not  to  be 
fuch-  The  plain  queftion  is,  whither  each  one 
thall  be  allowed  to  ac^  the  full  perfwafwn  of  hh  o%vn 
Tfilnd^  according  to  God*s  law,  or  whethei  the 
ruling  party  in  the  ftate  fliall  make  that  law  void 
by  their  traditions  ?  T.he  learned  and  much  efteem- 
ed  Dr.  Goodwin,  Dr.  Owen,  Mr.  Nye,  Mr.  Caryl 
and  nine  other  noted  diflenting  minihers  in  Lon¬ 
don  wrote  to  the  Maffachufetts  governor,  upon 
thefe  things  at  the  fame  time,  and  laid, 

We  ftall  not  here  undertake  to  make  any 
apology  for  the  perfons,  opinions  and  pradices  of 
thofe  who  are  ccniiired  among  you.  You  know 
our  judgement  and  pridice  to  be  contrary  unto 
theirs,  even  as  yours  ;  wherein  (God  affifting) 
v/e  fhall  continue  tq  the  endv  Neither  Ihail  v/^ 

j'ctura 

^  S.  Hubbard’s  celkftion*  . j 
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Uus  U)i  t  icjuluhcatiwa  cl'  your  proceedings,  as 

H  1  a  U1  the  ui.magauent 

ot  any  the  leak  diftercnce  vath  pcrlon*  M  honi  we 

S. But  tho 
Uu,  o.  all  winch  at  pi  cleat  we  fhail  offer  to  you 

U,  tiut  thotio-it  the  cofirt  n  t-  i  i  l  ^ 

t\u^^^  I. ,  i  „  J  ■  ^  -ippithead,  that 

tut)  lud  gioupds  in  getttral  wairantipo-  their 
procedure  (in  Inch  calcs)  in  the  u  ay  wLtrem  they 
have  proceeded  yet  that  they  have  any  nde 

‘  <)  ^  eceuary,  under  a!i  cucun.iiances  of  fines 
and  paces,  we  are  altoglier  unfathfied  ;  and  we 

w>h  "“V  V"^° 

wuh  ourfc!ve.s,  and  all  your  bretheren  and  com¬ 
panions  in  the  ferviccs  of  tliefe  latter  days  in  thefc 
nations.  We  are  fure  you  would  be  unwilling  to 
put  an  aavantage  into  the  hands  offomc,;ho 
^ttk  pfctences.  and  occaiions  againft  our  jibertv 
aiu.  to  reinforce  the  iornier  rigour.  Now  we  can¬ 
not  aeny  but  this  hath  already  in  fome  rueafurc 
Kcn  done,  in  that  it  hath  been  vogued,  that  per- 
-unsef  your  way,  principles  and"  ipirit,  cannot 
deal  withdiflentcrs  from  them.  And  as  this  greatly 
redeems  on  us,  fo  fome  of  us  have  oblerved  how 
already  it  has  turned  unto  your  own  difadvantage. 
vVe  leave  It  to  your  wiidom  to  determine,  whe- 
tner  unocr  all  thefc  circurnffanccs,  and  fiindry 
o.ners  of  the  like  nature  that  might  be  added,  it 
^e  not  advilable  at  prefent  to  put  an  end  unto  the 
uucnngs  and  con  nements  of  the  perfons  cenfur- 
cd,  and  to  reftore  them  to  their  former  liberty.  * 

,  You 

At  >  eeurt  of  sfTiflsure  gt  j^r.flon  March  z,  i6^n 
th.«  governor  and  magiflratcs  being  ;,ffcDilLd  in  council  and  mo- 
R’ii  by  thoinas  GouJd,  ij,  heiiaif  of  bimfdf  anj 

vviiliain  1  uraer,  mow  ia  duraas?  by  the  feataacs  of  the  general 

^ourt  ; 
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You  have  the  advantage  of  tauth 
you  have  the  gifts  and  learning  ot  an  ahlen  uuft  y 
to  manage  and  defend  them  ;  you  have  the  c^ie 
and  vigilency  of  a  very  worthy  magiilracy  to 

countenance  ^and  protect  tlicm, 
the  peace  ;  and  above  all,  you  have  a  Welled  Loid 
and^Mafier,  who  hath  the  keys  of  David,  who 
•openeth  and  no  man  Ihuttcthi  living  forevei  o 
take  care  of  his  own  concernments  among  ms 
faints  ;  and  alluredly  you  need  not  be  diiquiet- 
cd,  through  fome  few  perfons  (though  their  own 
inlirmity  and  weaknels,  or  through  their  (gl¬ 
ance,  darknefs  and  prejudices)  Ihould  to  then  Jf- 
advantage  turn  out  of  the  way,  m  lome  lefier 
matters,  into  by-paths  of  their  own.  eoiiy 
make  it  our  hearty  requeft  to  you,  that  you  would 
truft  God  with  his  truths  and  ways  lo  tar,  as  to 
fufpend  ail  rigorous  proceedings  in  corporal  re- 
ftraints  or  punifhments,  on  penons  that  diiienw 
from  you,  and  practice  the  principles  of  their  dii- 
lent  without  danger,  or  diiturbance  to  the^ civil 
peace  of  the  place.  Dated  March  25,  1669. 

We  mav  rcafonably  conclude  that  this  addrets 
did  not  reach  Bciloa  tiil  May  or  June;  and  )i . 
Mather  fays,  I  cannot  fay  that  this  excellent  let¬ 
ter  had  i?nniedlafe^y  all  the  effect  it  Ciould  have  had. 
So  that  though  he  ailo  vs  that  fome  ot  tho.-e  baj> 

tills  were  truly  godly  menf  ^  ^  yet  it  is  likely 

that 

>  court  ;  the  keeper^  of  the  prifont,  unGcrvrhofc  cuHody  thc5(  riow 
arc.  9XC  ordered  (O  permit  tkem  liberty  for  three  d’^ys,  to  vut 
thek  faruilici,  as  ;ilfo  t  j  iipplv  therrfeWe?  to  any  thnt 
orthodox,  for  their  further  convincnient  of  their  many  irixgula- 
ritics  in  thefe  pradifes  foi  which  they  were  fentancod  : 
keepers  taking  the  engagements  of  the  faid  Gou1.d  ^  1  iiirner, 
or  other  fulncicnt  caution,  for  tfeeif  fsturii  pn  or^ 

Cfid  of  the  faid  three  days. 

;h(  council,  Edward  Raufoti  fscTitcry^*\ 

♦  Mign-dia,  b.  7,  p,  z7,2^. 
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that  t^ey  were  imprifoned  a  year  or  more  onh 
foi  not  baniflimg  themfelvs  for  their  relio-ion  j\J 
ter  the.r  rcleafe,  elder  Gould  »eut  ;.„d  iS-ri 
an  luand  in  the  harbour  j  where  they  held  tLir 
meeting  lor  fome  years.  But  this  could  not  make 
Gm  ruling  party  eafy  as  the  following  letter  to 
Ml.  Clarke  and  his  church  at  Ncwnor#- 


-d  Ms  church  at  NewiioV^laMly 

“  Beloved  andftjl^rs,  I  moft  heartily 

fhuite  you  a  in  our  dear  Lord,  who  is  our  alone 
Saviour  in  all  our  troubles,  that  we  his  poor  mem^ 
l^r^are  ex^rcifed  with  for  his  name  fake.  And 
etlcd  oc  God  our  father  that  has  given  us  fuch 
a  xiig.i  piiefc,  that  was  touched  with  the  feelino-  of 
our  miirmities,  which  is  no  frnall  comfort  to°the 
fouls  y  his  ,.oor  fuffering  ones  ;  the  SiiA 
tniooga  grace  the  Lord  hath  been  pieafcd  to  n^ake 
in  fome  meafure  pertakers  of.  And  a^thk 
pxCitnt  our  dear  brother  William  rurner  a  ori 
foner  for  the  Lord’s  caufe  in  Jiofton,  has  fome* 
gooc  experience  of,  both  of  chat  which  Paul  de- 
lired,  to  be  conformable  to  our  Lord  in  his  fuil'er- 
ings,  and  ahb  of  the  prcmifes  of  our  Lord,  in  the 
giving  forth  the  comfort  of  his  fpirit,  to  uphold 
us  all,  for  tnat  he  is  fenfible  of  the  fufferings  of  his 
poor  membeis,  and  is  ready  to  give  forth  fupplies 
as  are  rnoftjfuitable  to  fuch  a  condition  as  he  calls 
his  to.  Friends  I  fuppofe  you  have  heard  that 
both  he  and  brother  Gould  were  to  be  taken  up  ; 
but  only  brother  Turner  is  yet  taken  and  has  been 
about  a  month  in  prifon.  Warrants  are  in  two 
marflial’s  lands  for  brother  Gould  alfo,  but  he  is 
not  yet  taken,  becaufe  he  lives  on  Noddles-lfland, 
and  they  wait  to  take  him  at  town.  The  caufe 
why  they  are  put  in  prifon  is  the  old  fcntance  of 
general  court  in  68,  bccaufe  they  wouki  not 

remove 
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remove  therofclves.  There  were  f.x  irogihrMes  , 

TLiuuxc  ^  f-ikp  them  lip,  VIZ.  iSii^ 

hands  to  the  \vaLra  Thomas  Danforth, 

Bradlkcct  and  Mr.  Finchon, 

the  deputies 'of  the  court  voted  their  ubtr- 
tv  exceut  one  or  two  at  mod,  but  the  magi  e^ 
/irrv  aeaifid  all  ;  and  becaufe  fome  others  of  the 
ni4ftiltes  were  abfent,  and  feme  t^^V  bJ  b? S? 

ed  be  the  Lord  who  takes  notice 
to  his  poor  fervants,  though  men 

The  town  and  country  is  very  much  trouo.cd  a. 

our  troubles ;  and  efpecially  the  old  church  m 
Bofton,  and  their  elders,  both  Mr.  O^otibr^e  am 

ifkhadbeen  for  their  heft  friends  in  the  %riil  . 
Manv  more  gentlemen  and  fohd  chriftians  aic  or 
our  brothers  deliverance  •,  but  it  cannot  be  had  ; 
a  very  a:reat  trouble  to  the  town  and  they  had 
gotten  lx  magiftrates  hands  for  his  aehyerame, 
but  could  not  get  the  governors  hand  to  u. 
fay  one  end  is,  that  they  may  prevent  others  com. 

*  I  fuppofe  Richard  Bellingham  governor.  Thu*  a  few  men 
»t  the  head  of  the  government,  by  the  elergy  s  hc.p,  came  on 
I'.eir  oppreilions  againft  the  minds  of  thofe  worthy  rulers, 
louchby!  Symondt  and  Leveret  ;  a  whole  heufe^  of  aeputie,,. 
and  the  belt  part  of  the  whole  community.  •  That  mag  ' 
trites  Ihould  thus  fuffer  thefe  incendiaries,  and  a^iuroeo  o 
the  public  peace,  might  juftly  be  wondered  at,  if  it  did  no.  ..p- 
cear  that  they  have  been  invited  by  them  unto  a  panicipstion  of 
the  fpoit,  and  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  make  ufe  of  ihexi  to^ 
veteoufnefs  and  pride,  as  a  means  whereby  to  incrcafe  topr 
own  power.  For  who  docs  not  fee  that  tlejc  good  men  -tri.  tn-- 
deed  more  minifters  of  the  government,  then  mintfters  of  tee 
gQfpcl."  Locks  on  toleration^  p.  71,  7'^* 

*  Mr.  Devenport  died  March  i;,  1670,  aged  7?  ;  and  Mr. 
lohn  Oxonbridge.  who  left  England  after  the  cruel  Bartholomeiv 
act  in  1662,  was  fettled  iu  his  ffead,  colleguc  v/ith  Mr.  Jamci 
v  ’  -  J-  .  ^ rr\rr^.  sbOUt  thC  fillTiC  tllTiC. 
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f»i  when  0„44uU°hr4’''"  V‘,“''’''"e« 
rorhis  banifiisd  one;  and  ?•  ^ 

i^'^tGod  will  be 

cojxif'ort.  Wc  keen  nnr  P'  is  our 

every  firft  day^a'S  Z 
to,  us  ftill,  andis 

Pnefts  arc  much  ^ 

o-  wife  »nd  My  44  h4  ?i  I  /“'■’V  f-- 

Shiir.  ‘4, 41;  --  <'4  "„"r«’ 

-he.  .!,e;  c4'„ 'cIcToi'  “S'IT  “ 

Thos  dear  fiSd,  4ave?i  elk”’’  ''“■  '''™- 
prayer,,  4  4r  c'i'for  '  ,f  “  >“- 

-ork  i„  0„r  ha4;  44\"”Tr5 

to  your  joy  and  com  fort  rL^n  ^ 

glorified  in  all,  is  ou"  eam^'o  i^r  ^  uuy  be 

God  in  al!  his  difpenfif-ons P/''"' 
ucr’s  family  is  verv  u'p->I  !  ^  ^is.  Lrother  Fur- 

fcr  he  Jin  „,«  .r.ndi4i,4“4  f'l’Sf'ir:  •' 

f^ur  comfort,  we  her,--  if  h«  -  “  F  unlv  this  .is 

tbey  will  bury  hiru  in  i  T 
i  defire  w^e  ?na  h^  rtmlnt"' 
to  our  hcavenlvVather  wS 
what-w'e  can  aft  ^ 

commend  you  all  ard  ‘n  '  -P  ^ 

brother,  ^  P^ttr  triend  ani 

4"ov.  30,  1670  Euwaid  DrinkekF' 

occafioaed  the  following  epifllc  to  them. 


VIZ, 


•'  Unto 


f  •y  ^  WT^-^iy  - 
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'  “  Unto  to  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift,  meeting 
Noadlcs-iiland  in  New -England  ;  grace,  mercy 
and  peace  be  njighdly  fhovrered  down  upon  you 
all,  with  fuch  daily  fopphes  to  every  one  o# 
you,  according  to  your  various  conditions, 
•ftrcno’thning  the  weak,  and  making  you  to  prcis 
forward  with  jife  and  cour-agious  hearts,  being 
valliant  for  the  iiord  and  his  holy  truths,  holding 
©ut  to  the  end  in  what  ya  have  received  •,  not  ip 
look  back,  but  preffing  forward  to  know  nrnre  ot 
his  holy  will,  like  children  dcliring  thf  hneer^ 
milk  of  the  word,  to  grow  up  therein.-^Samuel 
Hubbard,  a  very  poor  and  unworthy  one,  yet  by 
great  sgace  found  in  my  hnful  eftate,  among  thd 
finners  in  a  linful  world,  in  a  linful  age,  and  by 
free  grace  called  by  a  divniie  call  or  power,  being 
flot  able  to  refift  it,butby  grace  fliewed  that  it  w^a$ 
his  will  to  call  fmners  that  were  weary  and  heavy 
laden  to  com?  unto  him,  making  a  grax:ious  pror 
mife,  that  they  ihouid  find  rett  to  their  fouls^ 
Mat.  II,  And  by  his  grace  hath  made  me  will*^ 
ing,  in  my  very  weak  meafure,  to  be  going  on  iu 
what  he  hath  Ihewed  me  ;  though  I  find  a  law  iu 
my  members,  contrary  to  God  s  holy  law,  whicl^ 
is  written  is  my  heart,  ieaaing  me  captive  botl^ 
in  thoughts  words  and  deeds,  which  is  a  great  bur-* 
(den,  and  makes  me  go  heavily,  But  blcffed  be 
God  my  rock,  who  hath  Ihewed  me  that  it  is  no? 
by  ray  works,  but  by  faith  in  our  prcciops  Re,* 
deemer,  I  am  accepted  with  Father,  No^ 
thereby  taken  off  from  endeayouiing  to  keep  a!| 
his  holy  commandments  and  ordinances,  but  witiy; 
righteous  Zacharias  and  Elisabeth,  defirous  to  ba 
found  blamlefs  when  our  Lord  and  King  jefu^ 
fhall  come,  and  by  him  enabled  with  joy  to  fay, 
f.bh  is  m'j  Lordf  I  have  wait  id 'for  him  j  whenyoiy 

.  K  e  § 
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■With  others  flxall  meet  and  fing  the  fong  of  Mofea 
Md  the  Lamb,  Halalujah  to  God  moft  High  &c. 
Hear  and  precious  hearts,  my  love  is  fuch  towards 
you,  for  what  of  God  is  in  you,  and  what  great 
grace  hath  appeared  towards  you,  in  bearing  you 
up  to  ftand  m  this  hour  of  temptation,  that  your 
feet  are  not  moved,  and  your  arms  are  made  ftrong 
by  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob  ;  yea,  not  only  fo, 
but  hath  crowned  your  endeavours  with  ableffinr 
of  mcreale  of  fudi  precious  helps,  as  I  hear  you 

have,  m  which  I  rejoice, defirmg  greatly  of  theLord 
tliat  he  would  be  ftill^  with  you  to  the  end  of  your 
race.  Dear  friends,  it  was  upon  my  heart  to  have 
X ^  vilit,  whereby  I  might  have  been  rc- 
ireihed  by  your  mutual  love,  as  I  have  been  to  fee 
your  precious  order  in  the  gofpe! ;  but  it  has  pleaf- 
ed  our  havenly  Father  to  vifit  me  and  my  dear 
tvite,  by  a  fore  ftroke  in  taking  away  our  only 
Ion  SaLmnel ;  all  we  had  ;  a  man  grown  (whofe 
we  are  ^fo.)  But  God  of  his  grace  hath  born  us 
tip,  blelicd  be  his  name  2  by  which  I  have  been 
very  much  difappointed  as  in  coming  to  yoti,  fo 
in  many  otner  things,  and  am  learning  in  every 
condition  to  be  content  ;  a  hard  Icffon^o  learn  I 
iind.  Dear  brethren  and  fitters,  what  am  I  p©or 
worm,  to  inform  you!  but  to  ftir up  your  pure 
^inds  that  you  would  be  holding  faft  what  you 
have  received,  that  you  may  not  loofe  your  re¬ 
wards,  for  this  is  a  declining  day.  But  know  the 
reward  is  laid  up  in  moft  fure  hands,  for  thofe 
who  hold  out  to  the  end.  I  befccch  you  pray  with 

all 

ULt  ^  youth.  Mr. 

Srluobard  $  daughter  Ruth,  married  to  Robert  Burdick,  and  Be- 

^  pofterity 

at  Wefterly  j  and  Rachel  married  to  Andrew  Langworthy,  left 
a  large  family  b  Newport,  and  h«  hoped  that  all  hu  children^  anft 
fOMt  of  hit  gfintjiGhiliircn  w*rt  faying!^  converted. 
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^11  manner  of  prayers,  and  for  me  poor  one,  that  I 
may  have  fuch  frcfti  fupplies  of  grace,  that  I  may 
ftand  fail  in  what  I  have  received  of  God,  and  not 
deny  his  name,  knowing  of  whom  1  have  received 
it.  Pray  for  me  that  I  may  have  more  of  the 
fpirit  of  adoption,  to  cry  in  faith  Abba,  Father  ; 
more  of  faith  in  thofe  precious  promifes  made 
to  his  ill  the  holy  feriptures,  andmor^  ftrength  to 
run  the  ways  of  his  holy  comniandments  with, 
more  delight  and  largnefs  of  heart  without  par¬ 
tiality.  Oh  !  my  dear  friends,  pray  for  Sion  o 
they  that  love  her  fliall  profper.  Oh  !  my  bre¬ 
thren  and  fifters  !  pardon  my  boldnefs,  and  accept 
in  love  my  weak  endeavours,  and  let  me  have 
fi’om  you  a  few  lines,  which  would  be  as  a  dew 
upon  my  poor  weak  heart,  which  needs  informa¬ 
tion,  inftrudion  and  comfort,— Thus  defiring 
your  proiperity  in  your  inward  man,  and  out¬ 
ward  man  alfo,  knowdng  that  if  ye  feek  firft  the 
kingdom  of  God,  we  have  our  Lords  word  for  it, 
that  all  other  things  fliall  be  added^Commiting  , 
you  to  the  Almighty  to  blefs  you  with  fpirituai 
bleflings,  w  ith  fuch  daily  freih  fupplies  as  you 
ftand  in  need  of,  whereby  ye  may  abound  for  his 
names  praife,  the  good  of  linners,  ftrengthening  of 
faints,  comforting  one  another,  drawing  in  love 
in  all  your  ways,  which  is  as  precious  ointment, 
giving  forth  fuch  a  precious  favour  as  that  all 
Chrift’s  virgins  may  love  and  rejoice  in  you,  and 
blefs  God  on  your  behalf.  The  God  of  all  grace 
be  with  you  all.  Amen.  My  wife  dchres  to  have 
her  affectionate  intire  love  to  you  all  remembered. 
Your  poor  weak  brother  in  the  beft  relation. 

Samueu  Hubbard.^^ 
Newport,  this  4th  day  of 
♦he  9th  Month,  1671. 

Mr, AX. 
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Cvi  \  ■wife’s,  be  remembered  to  you? 

^nd^  Jiat  >mur  loving  chnlUan  letter  you  lent 
t  ‘f  .•• '  I  give  you  hearty  thanks. 

delivered  your  letter  according  to  your  defire 

Chm-chj  wherein  we  underJ 
f  and  the  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  takeav'ay  youf 
on  that  v/as  dear  unto  you.  God  Ibmctimea 
7f  people  m  that  whieh  is  mail  near  and 
Gtai  ti,  tlicni,  even  in  their  liaae’s.  Jacob  mult 
|ait  MOth  hjs  Benjamin,  and  ,  all  the/e  things  art 
ngamj.  me  ;  yet  tne  Lord  turned  it'  about  for 
good ;  and  he  has  promifed  that  a!i  fliail  work 
idrgood  unto  thofe  that  love  and  fear  him  ;  and 
_  lut  he  deprives  b,s  of  jn  the  creature,  he  is  able 

to  make  up  abundantly  in  himfdf.  'I’he  f^ood 
^oro  grant  it  may  be  lb  with  you  !— .Brother 
-  unier  has  been  nfar  to  death,  but  through  mer¬ 
cy  is  revived, and  fo  hasour  paftorGouId.  TheLord 
-aase  us  truly  thankful,  and  give  us  hearts  to  im¬ 
prove  them,  and  thofe  liberties  we  vet  enjoy  that 
we  know  sot  how  foon  may  be  taken  from  us. 
Ihe  perfecuttog  Ipkit  begins  to  flir  again.  Elder 
Ku..tv.  and  his  fon,  and  brother  Foller  are  pre*. 
lentea  to  the  court  that  is  to  be  thk  month.  Wg 
delire  yoUr  prayers  for  us,  that  the  Lord  would 
keep  Us,  that  we  may  not  diflionor  that  vvonliy 
Dame  we  have  made  profclFion  'of,  and  that  the 
Lord  ^ould  Hill  ft.nd  by  us,  and  be  feen  among-a 
tis,  as  he  ha.s  bceh  in  a  wonderful  manner  in  p'rc- 
lerymg  of  us  until  this  day.  We  Ihould  be  glad 
to  near  how  it  is  with  you,  and  dclirc  if  it  be  the 
'will  of  God,  that  love  and  peace  may  be  coiitkiu- 
ifcu  betwiiit  you  and  ili.e  ocjiej'  fceicly  j  aiehough 

yo.u 
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^ou  may  differ  in  fphk  m 

be  endeavours  to  keep  t  7  ^  attained 

S^aikl^r^he  fame'Julc.  1  fhall  not  trouble  you 
an7furthL,  but  commit  you  to  the  guidance  arjd 
pi-Iteftioa  of  the  Almighty,  and  remain  your  un* 

worthy  brother  in  the  bell 

^  Benjamin  bwEETsER. 

Charleftown,  the  firft  i  oth  month  71.^  ^ 

Tur  nett  news  from  them  is  as  fo  • 

Vnv<'  beard  as  if  our  brother  Ruliel 

perceive  you  have  et  in 

had  died  m  pnlon.  darougn  gime  ^  J  . 

the  laud  of  the  living,  and  out  ef  pnfon  bonds 
but  is  in  a  doubtful  way  as  to  recovery  of  ^  s  out 

ward  health  but  we  ought  L 

good  will  and  pleafure  ot  our  God,  w'hoi=  only 

wife.— 1  remain  your  Moving  brother, 

W I L  L I  A  M  i  i AM I*aT • 

Bofton,  14,  of  the  4th  month,  1672. 

We  will  now  look  a  little  back,  and  fee  ho 
thdi'  oppreflOrs  got  along.  The  breach  in  Lofton 
church  aftcefed  many  ;  and  the  governor  appea 
ed  againft  the  new  party,  mid  in  July  ^^^^9  ca  ed 
his  council  together,  fearing  lie  faid,  afudd. 
tumult,  forac  perfons  attempting  to  fet  up  a 
edilice  for  public  worfhip,  which  was  apprehcndec^ 
by  authority  to  be  detrimental  to  the  public  peace. 
But  the  majority -of  the  council  were  for  not  hm- 
dcring  their  proceeding.  On  May  ^  G  1670,  Mr. 
Danforth  of  Roxbury,  who  was  one  of  thole  that 
had  been  called  to  the  baptift  difpute  tvro  yeair, 
before,  faid  to  the  affembly  in  his  election  fermon, 
“  Is  not  the  temper,  complexion  and  countenance 
of  the  churches  ftrangely  altered  ?  Doth  not  a  care^ 
lefs,  remifs,  fiat,  dry,  cold,  dead  frame  ot  fpiru 
grov/  upon  us  fceretly,  ftrcngly,  prcdigiouuy  . 
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they  that  have  ordmances  are  as  thouoh  th^v  h  j 

none ;  they  that  hear  the  word 

lieard  it  not  •  ^  ^^hoiigh  they 

prayed  not  j  aud  thev^that  though  they 

though  they  relived 

are  exercifed  in  holy  things,  ufe  them  bv7h  K  ^ 

f  inatters  of  cuftom  and  ceranonv  PvbJ  ""  ^ 

tentioa,  worldlinefs,  coveteoulhefs  bxurvlr  ‘^T 

enneis  and  uncleannefs  break  in  lilci  a  flnnH 
Ks  ;  and  e-ood  n’en  o-rn„.  tiKv  a  Hood  upon 

a'-,  j  li  en  giow  cold  m  their  Imri 

CjrOQ  Slid  one  sn.o'^her  t  •  *ove  to 

of  d.-patics  appotateS; 

to  the  p,-evaiir„g  evils  tha  ™f 

ed  thde  ansoogrother  cao?^  i  “t  DSfl- 

fiom  die  pnmative  foundation  work  innovation 
in  doclrme  and  worfliin  onina^n  i  vf."  ” 

o/chufi  ^i^^ttieT  and'^^pJi^i: 

prdatical  potver^ver  God  ff  of  a  lordly  and 

the  lZ  trInilA-r,  go  on  to  fpeak  of 

Ajorderly.”  But  tht  effeS  wr&chT’thiTmonf 
-  V  eputies  m  their  next  affenibly  there  were 

fiSrSif  7*'“ “  'h&i  -d  E 

niociied  lioufe' whereiliTe'*  ‘he  new 

uuuic,  unciem  they  mention  their  former 

coiineclionwith  rnlprQKl-^]\/T  r  mer 

cill  (-h»  d-  p;  ' '  “^7;  .¥MofesandAaron,andtheu 

up  of  faid  church  in  Bofton  “That 

weighty  and  worthy  tranfadion.’’  TndprevaT 

-cd  with  tPis  houfe  to  correct  -mvt  ^  i"^  pre\  ail- 

P  .r:  f houf,  had  done  to  the'eon- 
I  Such  was  the  mmiftcrial.influence  of  that 

Piince  s  Chriftian  hift.  vol.  i,  p,  tl^y 

I  i4ail.  hlil,  vol,  i/  p.  zjZj  274* 
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day.  On  May  15,  1672,  the  aflembly  ordered 
their  law-book  to  be  revifed  and  reprinted  ;  and 

therein  they  fay.  i.  t  -i 

«  Although  no  human  power  be  Loid 

the  faith  and  confciences  of  men,  yet  becaufe  ium 
as  brinff  in  damnable  herefies,  tending  to  tlic  lub- 
verfion  of  the'chriftian  faith,  and  dcftruction  or 
the  fouls  of  men,  ought  duly  to  be  reftamsd  from 
fuch  notorious  impietis  ;  it  is  therefore  ordered 
and  declared  by  the  court,  that  if  any  chriftiaa 
within  this  jurifdiftion,  fliall  go  about  to  fubvert 
and  deftroy  the  chriftian  faith  and  religion,  by 
broaching  and  maintaining  any  damnable  herefies  ; 
as  denying  the  immortallity  of  the  foul,  or  refur- 
reclion  of  the  body,  or  any  fm  to  be  repented  or 
in  the  regenerate,  or  any  evil  done  by  the  outward 
man  to  be  accounted  fm,  or  denying  that  Chrift 
gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  our  fins,  or  fliall  affirm 
that  we  are  not  juftified  by  his  death  and  righte- 
oufnefs,  but  by  the  perfeftion  of  our  own  works, 
or  ffiall  deny  the  morality  of  the  fourth  command¬ 
ment,  or  lhall  openly  condemn  or  oppofe  the  baptizing 
of  infants,  or  pall  purpofely  depart  the  congregation 
at  the  adminijlration  of  that  ordinance,  or  {hz\\dmy 
the  ordinance  of  magiftracy,  or  their  lawful  au¬ 
thority  to  make,  war,  or  to  punp  the  outward 
breaches  of  the  firji  table,  or  fhall  endeavour  to  fe- 
duce  others  to  any  of  the  errors  and  herefies  above^ 
mentioned  ;  every  fuch  perfon  continuing  obfti- 
nate  therein  after  due  means  of  conviction,  fliall 

be fentancid  to  banipment."  * 

The  reader  may  here  obferve  what  advances 
they  had  made  fince  the  year  1644,  p-  150.  Thf 
two  articles  which  the  baptifts  own,  are  now 
fenced  with  a  much  more  formidable  catalogue 


*  MafT.  law-book  printed  1672.  p.  58,  59. 
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of  herefics  and  errors,  tlian  were  then  inferted  m 
their  law  agamft  them.  'J’hough  they  ftill  fall  far 
behind  their  mother,  the  church  of  2Zd  fc! 

biDta*  Tl'-  '"if  '■''‘S''’" 1 

&aptift,  and  m  the  warrant  for  his  burnins?  fhl 

Richa^7'rfh^^%"r  father  ilbS. 

Kicnard,_bi£hop  of  Coventry  and  Litchfield  hav¬ 
ing  judicially  proceeded  in  the  examination  hear 

ing  and  determining  of  a  caufe  of  hcrefie  arrM 

^  Edwaid  \4  3ghtman,  of  the  parifli  of  Barton  upon 

Trent,  m  tho  diocefe  of  Coventry  and  LitchfidcL 

^crcnthians,  \  ilerttimans,  Arrians,  Macedonian- 
of  Simon  Ma^s,  pf  Manes,  Manichees,  of  Photi! 
nus,  and  Anabaptijh,  and  of  other  heretical  exe- 

f^t^n  '’/WWW,  by  the  inflincl  of 

thev  ““S'W'f#  of  »hich 

they  r^em  on  to  name  lixteen  articles,  many  of 

^hn  nh?  ^  inconfxftant,  that  as  the  llC 

hnH  u  idiot  or  a  madman  tp 

hold  thepi  all.  But  three  of  them  are  in  thefe 

words,  vm.  ‘‘  13  That  the  bapti.ing  of  infants  is 

an  abominable  Guftom.  14,  That  there  ought  aot 

m  the  church  the  uie  of  the  Lord’s  fupper  to  b? 

of  bread  and  wine!  ^ 

and  the  ufe  of  baptdm  to  be  celebrated  in  thecle- 
ment  of  water,  AS  they  arc  now  praclifed  in  the 
church  of  England  ;  but  the  ufe  of  baptilm  is  to 
be  admmiflered  m  water,  only  to  converts  of  fuffici- 
erit^pgc  and  underftanding,  converted  from  in- 

rf  n^  the  faith.  16.  That  chriftianity  is  not 

wholly  profeffed  and  preached  in  the  church  of 

For  thefe  things 

Mr.  Wightman  was  burnt  at  Litchfield,  April  n 
?6i  i,  by  a  warrant  from  that  King,  who  in  thi’ 
preface  to  our  bible  is  compart  to  the  rifwgfun, ' 

ai?  di 

?  Cr».%-shift.  Tol,  i,p.  108,  an.i  appendix,  p.  1, 


le 
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4nd  whofe  lyriany  drove  our  fathers  into  New- 

Thi  above  clearly  (lacws  that  the  church  o£ 
Enriand  far  exceeded  her  daughters  iu  this  land, 
both  in  the  number  of  hard  names  they  impofed 
upon  thebaptifts,  and  alfo  in  their  degree  of  cruel¬ 
ty  tovrards  them  ;  thougla  a  lamentable  imitation 
of  thofe  evils  appear  in  this  hiftory.  And  toon- 
force  the  forecited  law  among  the  reft,  the  Malia- 
chutetts  placed  the  following  motto  in  the  title 
ua-re  of  their  law- book  j  whojoever  rifiileth  the 
iozOi’r^  refjeth  the  ordinance  of  God,  and  they  that  re- 
%i  receive  to  themfives  damnation.  But  wliether 
the  affuming  and  exerting  ftich  powcfiri  religi- 
ous  iftaifs,  be  not  the  way  to  damnation^  tatner 
than  the  refillance  of  it,  defe'rves  tae  fei KViis  con-* 
fideratioh  of  all  ?  Some  years  ago.  When  the  preL- 
byterians  had  the  upper  hand  m  England  P; 
i74l  Sarnuel  Oates,  a  noted  and  fuccei-Siul 

baptia  minlfter,  was  imprifoUed,  pUt  in  irons  and 
tried  for  his  life  as  a  murderei%  at  Ciielmstord 
afiize,  only  becaiife  Ann  Martin,  a  yoiing  womaa. 
that  he  had  baptized,  happened  to  die  a  fevv  week® 
after.  But  when  his  cafe  canle  to  be  tiik.d,  hei!* 
mother  and  Others  declared  Upon  oath,  that  ihe 
was  in  better  health  for  feveral  days  after  her  bap- 
tifm  than  fne  had  been  for  fome  years^before  ;  and 
Was  feen  to  walk  abroad  very  comiOi  tably , ,  lO* 

that  he  was  acquitted.  *  r  j  ..  .u* 

Amd  now  when  the  cpifcopaUans  had  goden  thej 

power  again  into  tiieir  hands,  Mr.  Neal  truly  ob- 

ferves,  that  the  enemies  to  the  baptifts  tneu  to 

ruin  them,  “  by  as  unparalled  a  piece  of  viUany  a» 

ever  w'as  heard  Uf.  A  pamphlet  Was  pubhmed 

in  London  in  1673,  entitled,  Mr.  Baxter  baptizM 

F  f  f 

•liiiil :  p  238. 


4^0  HlST0B.1r  OF  TKi:  BAPTISTS 

blood;  or,  a  fad  hijlory  of  the  unpa^  ailed  crueltv  of 
the  ANABAPTISTS  ill  NeW-EsgLAHD  ;  faithfui 
the  cruel,  barbarous  and  b  loony  murder  of  Mr. 
fcytao  Baxter,  anothodox  minijier,  who  was  killed  by 
tje  anabaptists,  and  bis  fkm  mojl  crveliy  fleaa  off 
from  bis  body.  Fubliinec.  by  bk  n  oarnfiil  brother 
Tenjamtn  Baxter,  living  in  Fenchurch-ftreet,- 
Eoiidon.  IJiis  pamphlet  v/as  licenced  by  Dr. 
i  arker,  the  arch-bilhops  chaplain,  and  cried  about 
ftreets  by  the  hawkers  *  Tiie  author  rtprcfents 
his  brother  as  working  the  anabaptiks  In  a  public 
ciilputation  at  Bokon  ;  tor  which,  by  way  of  re¬ 
venge,  they  lent  four  ruffins  in  vizors  to  his  houfe 
a  little  way  out  of  town  who  after  they  had  bound 
nis  wife  and  three  children,  frit  whipped,  and 
then  fieacl  him  alive  '1  he  author  concludes,  I 
have  publifned  this  narrative  in  per petuam  ret  iw* 
7no,  iam,^vAi  the  world  may  fee  the  fpirit  and  tern, 
per  of  thole  iiien,  and  that  it  may  ftand  as  an  eter^’ 
pal  memorial  of  their  hatred  to  all  orthodox  mini^ 
ilers.  But  when  fearch  was  made  by  au¬ 
thority,  they  could  find  no  account  of  fuch  a 
minifter  as  Jofiah  Baxter  in  New-England,  nor  of 
his  brother  Benjamin  in  London-  The  whole 
itory  v/as  a  ni^^vcd  and  malicious  forr^ery,  4-  and 
verified  the  words  of  Laffantious,  in  the  next 
century  after  Conkantine  firk  introduced  the  cuf- 
tonr,  of  fupporting  fuch  minikers  bv  force  as  the 
court  called  orthodox.  _  Said  he,  “  Long  thofe! 
"who  fiodk  power  andg^r/ii  from  their  religion,  thers 
will  never  be  wanting  an  inclination  to/«L  and 
ie  for  It.  ”1 

__  '*  Yea,  it  'M'ent  ofi  fo  current  that  a  fecond  •diiicn  was  sot 
inta  the  prefs  in  a  few  weeks.  Parker  was  thought  to  le  i«  ao- 
vhor/  Croili>v 

t  Neal's  hi'ftory  of  N*  E.  vol,  i,  p.  174,  ^7C., 

I  Mid Jktoa  s  Icuer  fromKome,  p,  c);. 
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As  a  contraftto  the  above,  I 
thcr  ta  te  of  the  /pint  of  thole  men  ^who  have  of¬ 
ten  been  accufed  of  hatred  to  orthodox  mtmlt cr^ 
In  the  begh  ning  of  1665  Mr.  Stephen MumfOTd  a 
feventh  d  .y  uaptift,  arrived  h'Otn  London  at  ^ew- 
port,  and  Mr.  Hifcox,  Mr.  fh^bba,^,  and  oJrer 
members  of  Mr.  Clarke’s  church  foon  cn  bi.ccd 
the  keeping  of  that  day  ;  but  101671,  two  or  three 
Sen  who  had  fo  done,  turned  bf  k  to  the  ob  er, 
vation  of  the  firft  day,  which  Mr.  l.ubbaid  an 
others  called  aprjtacy,  though  many  '‘^bcoumed  it 
a  reformation  ;  and  in  .  une  that  year  1  i-  ^ 

preached  fmardy  ag.dnu  the  otiicrs  k'ntimcn. 
Ld  the  contention  increaicd,  nil  m 

it  cauled  an  open  feparation  ;  upon  Ip^ing  ox 
...  .-r-  1 . L  w.  f  M  Sill  nine  ttS 


\vhicii  our  fuiiering  fathers  in  the 


wrote  the  following  letter. 


,e  rue  luiiusv  11^5 •  n 

“To  brother  William  HUcos,  and  the ’'eft  ofc 
Qur  beloved  brethren  and  hhtrs,  that  oblerve  the 
feventh  day  iVobath  with  him.  '1  iie  church  of 
Chrift  in  or  near  Bafton  feuds  greeting,  bie- 
thren,  beloved  of  the  Lord,  we  hav  ing  had  a  view 
of  the  proceedings  between  yourfclvcs  and  t  le 
church,  cannot  but  be  grieved  to  fee  how  bufy  the 
adverfary  hath  been,  and  how  eafily  ne  hatu  pi  e- 
valled  upon  the  corruptions  of  our  nature,  to 
make  breaches  and  divilions  among  thoic  whom 
we  dare  not  but  judge,  are  united  unto  one  head, 
even  Chrift  jefus.  And  although  we  dare  not 
iudtre  your  confciences  in  the  obfervanonot  a  day 
*01  days  to  the  Lord,  yet  brethren,  your  judging 
them  that  Iiave  fo  done,  and  we  hop?  have  not 
unadvifediy  changed  their  minds,  to  be  spyiaies^^ 
feerns  to  oiir  underftandings  to  favour  too  much 
a  cenforious  fpiiit.  And  we,  as  brethren,  ® 
pertaJiCi  S  of  the  faiac  grace  of  God  through  thct 
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enlightened 

in  toe  obfervatioa  of  the  feventh  day  as  aSto 
to  the  Lord,  fhali  humbly  bcfeech  you  all  to  nm 
on  bowel,  of  mercy,  and  not  beilftrait  in^ 

conirder,  the  only  vdlV 

and  meafure  of^lioht 

g  iv  \,iluon*  lo  improve  that  meahire  of  know 

ledge  lo  given,  or  elfe  we  fcall  make  a  bad  h-n 

h! h N ow  brct In- en ,  we  dare  not 
iCt‘r,  ^  r  the  manner  of  the  actions 

'il-nii  you  and  the  church  ;  but 

,  £t; mV';  *'  '■•«*  ‘«» ‘i‘=  Wa 

Lcl’  ..-V— f‘  '"'f 

W  i.;  -v"''"- 1  oniiftrencc,  act.'  fo 

k„yf-  i'"  to  reveal  mu,,;  ligiit  and 

iu  dark. 

^lU  u  ay  wc  not  lay,  we  are  all  in  the  dark,  and 

?  and  the  little  part  that 

wn!  of  roT’’ tu  conceive  is  the 
Cod,  and  lo  would  have  all  to  fee  with  his 
oyes,  and  underftand  .vith  his  underftandW 

m  wait  on  the  Lord  till  he  M 

Eiad^e  aucovenes  of  it  to  his  brethren  ;  fo  that 

cmle  of  f  nnpatient  fpirits  are  the 

ciule  ot  fo  rnauy  breacncs  and  divifions  amongfo 

liurabiy  dtiire  the  Lord  may  make  you  and  us 
and  all  the  Lord’s  people,  to  fee  the  corruption  of 
our  natures  that  is  yet  unfo.bdued,  that  fo  we  may 
aU  with  fincenty  of  foul,  wait  on  him  according 
to  that^  mealm-e  of  light  and  knowledge  that  each 
of  us  nave  yeccived  .from  him.  And  nowbre- 
thi  en,  our  dehre  is,  if  it  may  be  the  good  pleafur? 
of  God  that  this  breach  may  be  healed  between 
you  ana  toe  church.  Our  pravers  foall  be  to  the 

Lord  ■- 
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Lord  for  you,  that  each  one  of  you  may  be  t^y 
fenfible,  wherein  you  have  fo  far  departed  from 
the  law  of  brotherly  love,  as  to  ^  an  o«afion  of 
edef  one  to  another,  and  to  the  Ifrael  of  God,  and 
have  sriven  an  occallon  to  the  enemies  to 
proachfully  of  the  ways  of  God  ;  not  doubtm^ 
but  you  will  be  willing  to  look  back  over  all  thole 
actions  paft  in  thefe  differences,  and 
thing  contrary  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  be 
willint*-  to  own  it  both  to  God  and  his  people. 
We  Hull  leave  you  to  his  care  and  guiding,  who 
is  able  to  comfort  you  in  all  your  mbulations,^na 
to  eftablilh,  ftrengthen  and  kttle  you  ;  to  whom 
we  leave  you,  and  remain  your  poor  unworthy 
brethren,  who  Ihould  rejoice  in  your  profperity, 
both  in  fpirituals  and  temporals.  By  the  apoinV 

ment  of  the  church  alFembled. 

Thomas  Gouid, 
William  Turner, 

John  Williams.” 

Church  aflembledj 
Noddle’s  ifland.  Sep.  i,  167a. 

This  fwcet  letter,  Mr.  Hubbard  has  preferved, 
and  it  caufed  no  alianation  of  mind,  but  there  re¬ 
mained  a  great  nearnefs  between  them  as  long  as 
they  lived.  I  find  him  in  a  letter  the  next  year 
to  his  brother  Hamlit,  “  dehring  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  Sion,  and  the  brethren  with  you  ; 
brother  Fofter,  brother  Farlaw,  elder  Ruffell  and 
his  fon  ;  yea  to  all  the  church,  with  thanks  for 
their  love  to  me  and  my  wife.”  Mr.Haralit  wrote 
on  June  iq,  <673>  th^t  the  baptifts  v/ere  ftiU  per- 
fecuted  for  their  withdrawing  from  the  public 
meetings,  and  faid,  “  Brother  TrumbH  and  bro¬ 
ther  Oibornc  were  fined  laft  court  at  Charlcftown 
Iwenty  Ihiilings  a  piece  ^  they  have  appealed  to 

the 
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the  court  of  affiftants.”  But  Mr.  Bellinjrham  dv 

iSf’  h'  governor,  arid 

Mr.  Symonds  deputy  governor  ;  thfngs  took  ano. 

ther  tarn,  fo  that  Mr.  Hami  t  wrote  to  hii  biuiLer 

Hubbard  oir  Jan.  9,  16.4,  and  laid,  “Brother 

Uimktir  aath  been  very  lick  aeur  unto  deatli,  but 

tile  x.ord  hatli  rcitored  hiiii  to  hcakii  again..  1  iie 

cliuich  of  the  baptized  do  peacably  cnioy  their 

liberty.  Brother  KiUicli,  the'elacr  and  the  youn. 

remembrance  or  )ou.”  rind 

while  thofe  governors  lived,  in ciiiuch  enjoyed 

the  greatcftlibertv  that  ever  thc^  eha  undf  lUir 

governor  Level  eds  Utarh,  I 
find  Mr.  Ruflell  and  his  church,  in  an  appoint- 
ment  of  a  day  of  thankfgiving,  expreiling  their 
Iciiie  oj  tne  Lord’s  goociiiefs  in  prelvi  vinp*  our 
peace  and  liberty  beyond  ail  expectation  j'^God 
having  removed  him,  who  was  a  friend  to  us  in 
the  authority,  by  reafon  of  which  our  oppoiites 
have  die  greater  advantage  againft  us,  who  have 
not  been  wanting  to  co  their  endeavour  to  fup- 
prds  We  ihalJ  fooa  find  how  that  advan^ 

tage  was  improved.  We  are  informed  by  their 
records,  that  the  next  members  that  were  added^ 
alter  the  firft  conftitution  of  the  church,  were 
Ifaac  Hull,  John  Farnum,  Jacob  Barney,' John 
Riifrell,  junior,  John  Johnfon,  George  Farlow, 
Benjamin  Sweetfer,  all  before  Ellis  Callender,  who 
was  received,  Nov,  9,  i66g.  Mr.  Hull  was  called 
aifo  to  be  an  elder  in  the  church  in  the  time  of 
their  iufferings.  The  next  on  the  lift  are  Jofiiua 
Turner,  Thomas  Foftcr,  John  Rufiell,  fenior,  (af¬ 
terwards  their  paftor)  William  Hamlit,  James 
Lanclon,  Thomas  Skinner,  John  Williams,  Philip 
Squire,  Mary  Gould,  Suianna  Jacklon,  Mary 
Ciccuicafj  kc,  Elder  Gould  died  Ocl.  27,  16;  5, 

having 
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havino-  been  a  man,  «  in  feme  good  meafure  fitted 
and  qualified  (fays  elder  Ruffeli)  tor  I'ucn  a  work  J 
and  proved  an  eminent  inih'unient  in  the  hand  of 
the  Lord,  for  the  carrying  on  this  good  work  of 
God  in  its  low  and  weak  beginnings  ’’  And  in* 
dudin'T'  the  other  firit  confututors  with  him,  fays, 
«  The?r  trouble  and  temptations  followed,  one 
Upon  the  neck  of  another,  like  the  waves  of  th** 
fea  ;  but  thcie  pretious  fervants  of  the  Lord,  hav¬ 
ing  in  tome  good  meafure  counted  thecoft  before- 
ha^nd,  were  not  moved  tor  any  of  thefe  things,  but 
•were  cheerfully  carried  on  by  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  upon  them  through  all  the  afflidioiis  and 
reproaches  they  met  with  ;  and  are  the  meft  of 
them  now  at  reft  with  the  Lord,  having  ferved 
the  will  of  God  in  their  generation.”  * 


C  H  A 


VII. 


An  account  of  Philip’s  war,  of  the  bap- 
till’s  further  fulFerings,  and  other  events 
down  to  1690. 

TH  E  forgoing  hlftory  may  give  the  reader 
fome  idea,  of  the  nature  and  caufes  of  the 
contentions  that  long  laboured  in  the  country, 
between  the  natives  and  the  Englilh.  Mr.Samuel 
Hubbard  in  the  clofe  of  that  war,  wrote  to  a  mi- 
niftcr  in  England  and  faid,  “  God  has  been  long 
waiting  with  patience,  by  feveral  figns  Ind  warn¬ 
ings  thefe  forty  years  as  I  canwitnefs  ;  but  we  in 
our  turnings  have  not  fo  turned  to  the  Lord  as 
ougnt  to  be,  and  his  difplt  ifure  is  broke  forth  ia 
the  country  by  the  natives,  who  were 

to, 

•  Hubbartl  rarrativt  1 680,  p.  Ij*. 
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tSiv ^ery  deed  I  judge 

truly.  >  I  find  by  their  records,  that  the  commk 

lioncrs  of  the  united  colonics,  in  September  i66i, 
appointed  Capt.  George  Denifon,  Thomas  Stanton 
and  James  Avercll,  to  manage  their  affairs  at  Pau» 
catuck,  to  govern  the  Indians,  and  collect  die  taie 
impofed  upon  them  on  account  of  the  Pequots  ' 
and  then  fay,  “  They  are  alfo  hereby  authorifed 

V?r  ‘  ‘n  their 

aifcretion  may  bell  conduce,  to  reduce  them  to 

civihty  and  the  knowledge  of  God,  as  well  by 
caufing  due  punilhment  to  be  itiliided  on  dilbr- 
derly  perfons  according  to  their  demirits  as  by 
€ncourag!ng  fuch  as  Hull  be  fent  to  inilima:  them 
by  order  of  the  commifiloners,  and  by  caufing 
them  to  attend  thereunto/’  And  nothing  ias 
been  more  common  with  their  party  ever  fince, 
than  to  reprclent  the  Rhode*Iflandc!S  as  an  irre.* 
iigious  people  :  but  I  trull  the  forgoing  facts  Ihew 
that  they  were  not  all  lb,  to  wlfich  I  fliall  adl 
that  Mr.  S.  Hubbard’s  daughter  Ruth  was  con¬ 
certed  and  joined  to  Mr.  Clarke’s  church  in  1S52, 
■when  llie  was  not  13  years  old,  and  on  Auguft  4I 
1666,  file  wrote  from  Wellcrly  thus, 

“  Most  loving  and  dear  father  and  mother,  my 
duty  with  rny  hufband  and  children  prefented 
unto  you,  with  all  my  dear  friends.— My  longing 
defire  is  to  hear  from  you,  how  your  hearts  arc 
borne  up  above  thefe  troubles  which  are  come  up¬ 
on  us,  and  are  coming  as  we  fear  ;  for  we  have 
the  rumours  of  war,  and  that  almoll  every  day. 
Even  now  we  have  heard  from  your  llland  by 
fomc  Indians'  who  declared  unto  us,  that  the 
French  have  done  fomc  mifehief  upon  the  coall, 
arid  we  have  heard  that  1200  Frenchmen  have 
joujcd  with  the  Mohawks,  to  clear  the  land  both. 
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ibf  Englilh  and  Indians;  But^  in  the  A.ord^ 

if  fuch  a  thing  be  intend  ed,thai.nc  wiii  iiaier  inch, 

u  thing  to  be.  Mvdeiireand  prayer  to  God  is,  that  uC 
will  be  plcafed  to  fulfil  liis  pro  mile  to  us,  that  is.  that 
in  the  w  orld  we  fiaali  have  troubles,  io  in  him  vre  ihall 
have  ficace;  'rhe  Lord  of  comfort,  comfort  your 
and  our  hearts,  and  give  iis  peace  in  believing, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Oh  that  the  Loid 
would  be  pleafed  to  fill  our  hearts  with  his  good 
fpirit,  that  we  may  be  carried  above  all  thefe 
things  !  and  that  we  may  remember  his  faying^' 
When  ye  fee  thefe  thittgs  cotttt  topcifsfift  up  your  heuds^ 
knowing  thdt  your  redemption  draws  flight ,  Then  if 
thefe  things  be  the  certain  fign  of  our  Lord’s  re¬ 
turn,  let  iis  mind  his  command^  that  h^prayal^ 
wnys  that  ye  may  be  counted  worthy  to  efcap'e  all  theft 
things^  and  to  fund  before  the  fon  of  man.  Let  us- 
have  boldnefs  to  come  unto  him  in  the  hew  and 
living  way,  which  hfc  hath  prepared  for  us* 
Thrmagh  grace  I  find  the  Lord  doth  bear  up  the 
fpirits  of  his  in  this  place,  in  fomc  comfortable 
meafure,  to  be  looking  above  thefe  things,  the 
Lord  increafe  it  more  and  more  unto  the  day  of 
his  appearings -which  I  hope  is  at  hanch  Dear  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother,  the  Lord  hath  been  pleafed  to 
give  us  hcremany  fweet  and  comfortable  days  of 
refrefliin^,  which  is  g*reat  eaiife  of  thankfiilnefs, 
and  my^  defire  is,  that  v/e  may  highly  prife 
and  you  v/ith  uS  give  the  Lord  the  praife  for  this 
benefit.  I  pray  remerribei^my  love  to  all  my  dear 
friends  with  you  in  feiiowfhJp.  Sifter  Zanders 
defires  to  be  remembered  to  you  all  :  io  doth 
filter  Clarke.  Your  loving  dauglitcr  to  my 
power,  RuTimBuRDicK.^^ 

Philip  was  fon  to  Ofamaquin  and  fucceectcd 
Min  the  chief  facltcm  on  tlic  eaft  fide  of  Mur" 


gariiet 
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g^nfe!:  Bay.  He  had  this  name  given  him  by 
Plymouth  court  in  1660.  Such  rumours  fprcad 
of  his  preparing  for  war,  as  brought  governor 
Prince,  and  two  of  his  affiftants  toTaunton,  April 
13,  1671,  to  meet  three  gentlemen  from  the  Maf. 
fachufetts,  to  examine  into  the  matter.  Philip  ^ 
Pept  at  a  diftance,  and  fent  to  them  to  come  to 
him  at  three  mile  river.  *  The  governor  fent 
again  for  him  to  come  to  them,  but  he  refufed, 
till  old  Mr.  Roger  'Williams  and  Mr.  Brown,  fl 
luppofe  of  Swanzey]  offered  to  remain  there  as 
hoftages  ;  by  which  means  he  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  and  prevailed  with  to  deliver  up  about  7® 
guns  he  had  got,  and  to  pro.mifc  future  fideiiry, 
wliich  ftifpcnded  the  w^ar  four  years,  f  And  then 
it  was  brought  on  in  the  following  manner.  John 
Saiaman,  an  Indian  that  the  Englifh  had  given 
conliderable  inftrudion  to,  both  as  to  human 
learning  anti  religious  affairs,  being  with  Philip  at 
hr amafleet,  difcovered  that  he  was  preparing  for 
war,  and  informed  the  Englifh  of  it  ;  for  which 
he  was  murdered  upon  a  pond  at  Affawamfet, 
both  of  which  places  arc  in  Middleborough. 
Three  Indians  w'cre  apprehended  for  that  murd'er, 
and  were  executed  at  Plymouth. 

M».  John  Tracy  of  Norwich  had  married  Mrs. 
Mary  Winflow  from  Marfhfield  five  years  before, 
and  returning  front  a  vifit  there  at  this  time,  hap¬ 
pened  to  fall  in  among  a  party  of  Indians  in  arms, 
waiting  to  hear  whether  theirfriendi  would  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  or  not.  They  brought  him  to  Philip,  whom 
he  fatisfied  that  he  was  only  a  traveller  and  upon 

no 

*  Which  runs  from  Norton  through  iheiveft  psrt  of  Tsimton, 
ihd  f«I!s  into  the  greit  river  betwixt  thru  town  and  Dightoa, 

t  MalT.  blA.  vol.  I,  B.  273,  2.79, 
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„o  ill  *•' J;' S'tlS  S™  »Se 

cuted,  they  Irts  oftwanzey,  and 

killed  nine  men  in  diAci  cn  P  ^  alarmed  the 

fivedupon  onem  i^^^hoboth^v  U 

country,  and  their  head 

there,  and  made  Mi.  ^^^tion  at  Mount 

quarters.  Philip  foon  le  '  Iwamp 

Hope,  now  Brillol,  -Jnd  rcur  ^  |  j  part 

eaft  of  the  Ereat  nver.  ^unVy, 

of  the  army  went  mto  the  Naitagan 

?"ie  waf ‘anSten  rSurned.’^and  with  theothcr 

force,,  attacked  Philip  at  the  <»“P.“j“Xh: 
but  hid  litll=fh<:“^'  ‘?™;„!e“a■ed  driver 

rlulip  »Sol  pLirmadc^^^^^^^^  “Pr 

Ae  N^ptnek  Indians  in  Worceller  county,  who 
had  begun  the  war  on  JUy  14. 

d  tTenH  bo“  'vS  brought  their 
?“  a  fdm  wlfterly  to  Newport  this  month, 
friends  fro  the^ifland  till  the  war  wsis  over. 

<^oon  after  Philip  had  joined  the  Nepmuck?,  they 
vXdy  aSted  a  Imall  Englifli 
Brookfield,  and  a»  Capt.  Hutchmfon  with  a  co  - 
uanv  went  to  relieve  them  on  Auguil  a,  t  y 
from  an  ambufli  gave  him  a  mortal  wound.  Bu 
Major  Willard  came  two  days  ^ 

friends  Upon  which  the  enemy  fleered  fmth 
LftWard,  and  on  Sept.  hfr'S 

d^y  at  NorthCcld  i  and  Capt.  Beers 


•  CalUnder’s  century  feiBics,  p.  73’  *** 

mothers  grancitatber* 


r 


terrible  fight  with  the  t^^re,  had  a 

above  halfofhii  men  fdl  ?“{’  and 

teams  went  to  brin  "„?■  ;  i  ^‘"P^'-^^ber  iS,  fun^j-y 

teom  Deerfield,  and  C'V 

about  8o  men' to  ?uard  dmm'^ 

the  enemy,  they  on  their  rr^  Seeing  any 

grapes  by  Muddy^brook, 

J-eadful  advantage  of  thera"‘- f  ^  eaen^ygot  a 
«one  over  tiie  place  where  dl;. 

^^^cran'aflanlL^tadf 

■the  nimil'tcr’s  houfe  and  I'br"*'^  bpnngfield,  where 

3*  houlb  belide/  S  ^  V 

mmmtg  an  onfet  upon  H  idlv^o  W^  Indians 

tng  killed  one  man  ^re 

thc  Dnglifh,  that  i/uheir  fli^Mif  ^  '^y 

f^taped  retiredSolSL^ S  D' 

feveai  miles  weft  ft-om^\i.e  Dvamp, 

pver  from  Ncwpoit  th '  i  goS 

the  ftrongeft  fort  tL?  ^ored 

Therefore" dm  cQkS  7^1 

tboufimd  men,  under  ^ 

Winilow,  and  afJer  I  goyerne,;- 

deftroyed  it  on  Dec'*  in 
a  thoufand  of  the  cnenf*  ^nppoPsd  that 

Poft  on  our  fide  dm  hveTof  ffo  r 

fomefaid  2,o'men  killedorwSn^H "tt ’  '7°’ 

cd  id  oriS  miles  from 

Ight,  and  returned  thmirnh'-^^";' 

dtc  lame  night.  *  '“  '‘  ^?^tibic  fno.w-ftorA 

•  I  Iwvc  reel  wft!,  tht  oriVmal  of,  t.o-  pR?AT 

fam!iy,  and  that  affair  ivhich  I  ill  ^  concerning  thn 

^  followt.  ■  ■  ‘  -■  •  ^  ^  copy  of  her.,  and  is 

Narragiinfct 

*  ‘  -  • 
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Great  (lores  of  corn  were  deftroyed  in  that 
fqrt, which  reduced  {he  Indians  to  terrible  dillrels. 

But 

Narraganfet,  21  July,  1679,  (ut  vulgo.)  ^ 
RqCrER  Willi  A  ms  of  Providence  in  theNarraganfetB<iy,in 
Ne^v-ihagUn  i,  being  (by  God’s  mercyj  the  tirfi  beginner  of  the 
>K^c'icr  to<vn  of'  Provi  lentfc,  and  of  the  Colony  of  iihode-ifland 
and  Providence  plantations,  being  now  near  to  foiirfcore  yea^s 
pf  -ige,  yet  (by  Qod’s  mercyj  of  found  underltanding  and  me- 
pyo  y  !  do  humbly  and  faithfully  declare,  that  Mr.  Richapd 
tj'nj'tn,  fenior,  wno  for  his  confciencc  toGod  left  fair  pofieilioiis 
in  Gl  cefterihirc,  and  adventured,  with  his  relations  and  efiate 
to  N-vf -England,  and  was  a  molt  acceptable  inhabitant,  and  ^ 
prime  leading  nan  inTauatoa  in  FiymouthColony  5  fur  his  con- 
icicnce  fake,  many  ditfcrcnccs  writing,  he  left  Taunton  and  came 
to  the  N  irraganfet  country,  where  (byGod’s  mercy  and  the  favour 
of  the  iS  irragaiifet  fachems)  he  broke  the  ice  at  his  great  charge 
and  haa^t.d,  and  put  up  in  the  thickets  of  the  barbarians,  the  tirit 
Englilib  houfe  am  )ngit  them.  2  I  hunably  teftify  that  about 
40  years  from  this  date,  he  kept  poiTetiion,  coming  and  going 
himlelf,  children  «nd  fervants,  and  hc4iad  quiet  polfeliion  of  his 
houllKg,  lands  and  meadow  ;  and  there  in  his  own  houfe,  wdtSi 
^uch  ferenity  of  foul  and  comfort,  he  yield  up  his  fpirit  to  God, 
fths  father  of  fpi?itsj  in  peace,  3.  I  do  humbly  -nd  faithfully 
lettify  as  abovefaid,  that  lince  his  departure  his  honored  fon, 
Capt.  Richard  Smith,  hath  kept  poiTetiion  (with  much  accepAr 
taace  wdfh  Engliila  and  FagansJ  of  hii  fathers  houting,  lands  and 
meadows,  with  great  improvement,  alfq  by  his  great  coft  and 
iu  iuilry.  And  in  the  late  bloody  Pagan  war,  I  knowingly  tefli- 
fy  and  declare,  that  it  pleafed  the  Moh  High  to  make  ufe  of  him- 
felf  in  pei  fon,  his  houfing,  goods,  corn,provitions  and  cattle,  for  a 
g^arrifon  and  fupply  for  the  whole  army  ot  Nevv-Eiigland,  ir.i- 
der  the  command  of  the  ever  to  be  honored  geficral  Wiuflovv^ 
for  the  fervice  of  his  M^jefty’s  honor  and  cxmntry  of  New- 
England.  4  I  do  alio  humbly  declare,  that  the  faidCapt  Richa’ J 
Smiln,  jan’r,ought  by  all  the  rules  of  equity,  juft  ice  and  gr 
ft'j  his ‘lonored  father  and  hlmfclld  to  be  fairly  tre^itei  with, 
confidered,  recruited,  honored,  and  by  hi*  Majcfty’  s  author  it 
confirmed  and  eftablilhcJ  in  a  peaceful  polfc'.hon  of  K is  fathers 
and  his  oAm  pofTeihons  in  this  Pagan  wildemefs,  and  Narragan- 
fet  country.  The  premi  fes  I  hum^aly  teftify,  as  now  leaving  this 
country  and  ihi*  world,  Roger  Williams." 

It  appears  by  governor  Winthrop’s  journal  that  Taunton  wa^ 
rrft  planted  in  1637,  fo  that  Mr.  Smith  came  there  foon  after, 
c  are^  told  that  the  maniion  houfe  of  the  Updike  famil3?'  iii 
Ivingflor*  where  he  beg,  n  asiong  the  Nanaganiicls, 
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But  a  thair  in  January  enabled  them  to  get  fomc 
fullenance  ouc  oi  tiie  earth,  upon  which  they 
burnt  the  deferted  houfesin  Mendoa,  and  on  Feb. 
lo,^  16765  made  an  oniet  upon  Lancaiter,  burnt 

their  habitations,  and  killed  or  captivated  40  per- 
ions,  one  of  whom  was  Mrs.  Rowlandfon,  wife  to 
the  minitter,  who  was  then  gone  to  Bofton  to  pro¬ 
cure  help  againft  the  enemy.  The  narrative  flic 
gave  of  her  captivity  has  lately  been  re-printed, 
like  mifehiefs  were  done  at  Groton,  Marlborough, 
Sudbury  and  Chelmsford;  and  on  Feb.  2i  the 
tnemy  wheeled  round  and  came  dov*^n  uponMed- 
fieldj  (tw^enty  miles  from  Bofton)  and  burnt  lialf 
their  houfes,  and  flew  eighteen  men,  notwith- 
ftanding  two  or  three  hundred  foldiers  that  they 
then  had  in  the  town.  Feb.  >5  they  did  confidcr* 
able  damage  in  AVeymouth,  ftili  nearer  to  Bofton; 
and  the  like  at  Groton  and  Sudbury  on  March  10. 
The  1 2th  they  cut  off  two  families  in  Clarkes  gar- 
fifon  at  Plymouth  ;  and  the  next  day  burnt  ak 
moft  til  Gx'oton  [in  Middiefexi  to  the  ground. 

HtRH  I  muft  open  fomething  that  has  been 
furprizingly  concealed  from  this  country.  It  has 
been  the  conftant  practice  of  all  parties  who  arc 
fond  of  an  eccleliaftical  eftablilhrnent  by  human 
laws,  to  accufe  the  baptifts  of  dilobcdience  ta 
government,  cfpecially  in  the  point  of  a  defenfivc 
war.  This  the  reader  may  fee  inferted  in  a  law 
of  the  Maffachufetts,  but  three  years  before  this 
war  beran.  Mr.  Callender  was  then  a  member 
of  the  baptift  church  in  Bofton,  and  was  continued 
2.  great  bleffing  to  them  for  more  than  fifty  years. 
The  copy  of  Mr.  Ruffell’s  narrative  that  I  am  fa¬ 
voured  with  came  out  of  his  family,  and  in  it  is  a 
nianufcript  note  in  the  margin,  againft  Mr.  Ruf- 
feli’s  account  of  Mr*  Turner^  which  fays,^ In  the 

beginning 
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beemnino-  of  the  war,  William  Turner  gathered  a 
compan>^of  volunteers,  but  was  denial  a  com- 
million  and  dU'eouraged,  becaufc  the  chief  oi  the 
company  were  anabaptifis. 

war  orew  more  .(reneral  and  diftmctive,  and  the 
counn  y  in  vev/  cat  dlfircfs,  having  divers  to^ns 
burnt,  and  many  men  fiain,  then  he  was  d^aed 
to  accept  a  comrniffion.  He  complained  it  was 
too  late,  his  men  on  whom  he  could  confide 
fcattered  ;  however  was  moved  to  accept.  I  hey 
niadc  him  Captain,  and  his  brother  Drinker  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  a  company  that  marched  up  w.'rii  others 
in  the  beginning  ot  this  montu,  to  relieve  the 
weftern  towms,  under  Major  Savage  as  chief  com¬ 
mander  ;  and  by  them  the  Indians  were  repulfed 
and  driven  off  from  N  orthampton  on  March  1 4. 
The  17th  they  burnt  all  but  one  of  the  houfesin 
Warwick,  moft  of  the  inhabitants  being  gone  to 
Siode-lfland.  On  Lord’s  day,  March  a6,  Capt. 
Pierce  being  at  Rehoboth,  with  fifty  Englifh  fol- 
diers,  and  twenty  friend  Indians,  heard  of  a  body 
of  the  enemy  up  Patucket  river,  and  wTOte  to 
Capt.  Andrew' Edmunds  of  Providence,  to  meet 
him  there  with  his  company  to  attack  them.  He 
lent  the  letter  by  a  perfon  who  was  going  oyer  to 
Providence  meeting,  but  who  did  not  deliver  it 
till  their  worfliip  was  done  at  noon.  As  foon  as 
Capt.  Edmunds  had  read  the  letter,  he  gave  the 
bearer  a  Iliarp  reprimand,  for  not  delivering  it 
before,  and  expreffed  his  fear  of  the  confequence 
as  it  proved  ;  for  Capt.  Pierce  engaging  the  ene¬ 
my  alone,  who  were  alfo.  more  numerous  than  he 
evpected,  he  was  fun'ounded  and  cut  off;  with 
all  but  1 3  of  his  men,  only  one  of  whom  was  of 
the  Englifh  ;  and  it  is  faid  he  efcaped  by  a  friend 
Indian’s  turning  and  runing  after  him  with  a  wea¬ 
pon. 
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pon,  as  if  he  was  an  enemy,  whiVh  othpr-;  fp^Jn  ' 
di^d  n{?fc  perfue  him.  'Fhev  teil  u-  ti'.i  ^  ^  ^ 
of  thofe  friends  efcanerl  ir  ,! 

permed  by  an  enemy,  he  cook  Oielter  behind  1 
rock,  whereas  each  waited  for  an  onnortnniL^f- 
ftoot  the  Ollier,  our  friend  gently  ,  Sj„„  gj 

3  hi  it'”"  *  '!"*■?  “emylifcLil 

d^n  af  d  cfcaoe,r”  Tt  ■  '"m 

eVll-a  ” It  f";  'fofthee’netnyin  t; 

wlrh  3  it't  the  (imf  dat 

a.  h  28,  mUy  honfes  were  burnt  in  Rehoboth 

and  twenty-nine  the  next  day  at  Providence  th^ 
peopie  returning  into  garfifons. 

T  •  ,  ^  is  a  paper  fo 

which  Mr.  Williams  faid,  “  I  pray  the  town’  in 

to  iveleat?!  T  P'^'‘'^"^ices  of  the  natives 

L  gi\e  leave  to  fo  mahy  as  can  agree  With  Mb’’- 

ham  Field,  to  beftow  feme  charge  upon  fortifl; 

hishoufe,  for  fecunty  to  women  Ld  children^ 

a.fo  to  give  me  *eave  and  fo  manv  a,s  fhall  agrpc 

mill  and  the  highw^ay,  for  the  like  fafety  of  the 
women  and  children  ki  that  part  of  the  town.” 
lo  th^  eleven  principal  inhabitants  fubferibed  the 

w  Minings,  ex. 

tept  Mr.  Wilhanis  who  fubferibed  ten  pounds. 

adition  fays,  that  when  the  Indians -appeared 

of  their  great  cove,  Mr. 

Williams  took  his  Raff  and  walked  over  towards 

them,  hoping  hkely  to  paerfo  them  as  he  had  ofteft 
doue  ;  but  when  feme  of  their  aged  men  faw  him, 
foey  came  out  and  met  him,  and  told  liim  that 
ougn  thofe  who  had  long  knowm  him  w'oui'd 
aot  hurt  huBy  yet-  their  young  mem  were  fo  in-- 

'  raged 
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faged  that  It  was  not  fafc  for  Kim  to  venture  among 
them  ;  upon  which  he  returned  to  the  garrifon* 
The  houle  whsre  their  records  Were  kept  was 
plundered,  and  they-  thrown  into  the  milhpond, 
but  were  recovered,  though  by  that  means  fome 
paflages  are  not  legible,  and  likely  many  ardcle» 
were  loft. 

In  April  Capt.  George  Denifon  of  Stonington, 
with  a  number  of  Engiiili  and  Mohegan  Indians^ 
performed  two  great  exploits.  They  penetrated 
into  the  Narraganfet  country,  and  flew  forty-four 
of  the  enemy  at  one  time,  and  fixty-fix  at  ano¬ 
ther,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man  Though  in  the 
mean  time  the  Maflachufetts  met  with  a  dreadful 
blow.  Capt.  Wadfworth  and  Lieut.  Bruttle- 
bank,  with  above  thirty  men,  were  cut  off  as  they 
were  going  to  reiieve  Sudbury,  on  April  1 8. 
Bridgewater,  which  was  planted  in  1652,  was 
now  affaulted  by  a  great  body  of  the  enemy  oa 
May  8,  when  twelve  deferted  houfes  were  burnt^ 
but  there  was  never  one  of  their  people  killed  ia 
that  war  j  neither  can  vve  learn  that  any  Englifli 
perfon  who  was  born  in  that  town,  was  ever  flaia 
by  the  fword  for  eighty  years  after.  Major  Sa¬ 
vage  and  moft  of  his  men  returning,  he  left  Capt. 
Turner  to  command  in  that  quarter.  Hereupoa 
the  enemy,  thinking  themfelves  more  out  of  dan¬ 
ger,  reforted  feven  or  eight  hundred  of  them  to 
to  die  great  falls  above  Deerfield,  on  the  fifliing 
defign.  Two  captive  lads  made  their  cfcape,  and 
gav’c  information  of  their  fecure  ftate.  whereupoa 
Capt.  Turner  and  young  Capt.  Hollokc  of  Spring- 
field,  collected  what  force  they  could  on  a  fudden, 
being  not  much  more  than  a  hundred  and  fifoy 
men,  and  went  up  filently  in  the  night,  tit  d  their 
horfes  at  fome  diftance,  and  a  little  before  day 

H  h  h  break. 
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break,  May  13,  1676,  came  unawares  upon  the 
enemy,  “  fired  amain  into  their  very  wigwams, 
killing  many  upon  the  place,  and  frighting  others 
With  the  fudden  alarm  of  their  guns,  made  them 
run  into  the  river,  where  the  fwiftnefs  of  the 
ilream  carrying  them  down  a  ftcep  fall,  they 
perifhed  in  the  waters  ;  fome  getting  into  canoes, 
fank  or  overfet  by  the  ihooting  of  our  men  j 
others  creeping  for  ihelter,  under  the  banks  of 
the  great  river,  were  efpied  by  our  men  and  killed 
with  their  fwords. — Some  of  their  prifoners  after¬ 
wards  owned  that  they  loft  above  three  hundred, 
fome  whereof  were  principal  men,  fachems  and 
fome  of  their  beft  fighting  men  that  were  left. — Nor 
did  they  feem  ever  to  have  recovered  themfeivcs 
after  this  defeat,  but  their  ruin  immediately  fol- 
lowed  upon  it  ”  When  our  people  firft  fired  upon 
them  they  cried  out,  Mohawks  I  but  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  difeovering  their  miftake,  they  rallied  their 
fcattcred  men,  and  Capt.  Turner  being  unwell, 
and  fo  “  not  able  for  want  of  bodily  ftrength  (no 
ways  defeftive  for  want  of  Ikill  or  courage)  to 
afiift  or  direci:  in  making  a  retreat  ;  fome  of  the 
enemy  fell  upon  the  guards  that  kept  the  horfes, 
others  perfued  them  in  the  rear,  fo  as  our  men 
fuftained  pretty  much  damage  as  they  retired, 
milling  after  their  return  thirty-eight  of  their 
men.”  One  of  whom  was  Capt.  Turner,  w’ho 
was  afterwards  found  and  buried.  *  Dr.  Stephen 
Williams  fays,  “  There  were  many  remarkable* 
in  this  affair  (as  related  by  Jonathan  Wells,  Efq; 
who  was  prefent)  which  are  taken  notice  of  by 
Mr.  Hiibbjtrd,  or  Dr.  Mather.”  f  Mr.  Hubbard’s 
account  was  examined  and  approved  by  three 

gentlemea 

*  Hubbard’s  hlftory  of  that  war.  p.  88,  94. 

1*  Appendls  to  his  father  asd  Deerfield’^  captivity,  p, 
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gentlemen  of  the  council,  and  fo  was  publiflicd  by 
authority.  All  the  reft  of  the  baptilis  who  were 
in  that  adion,  but  their  Captain  were  preferved 
and  returned.  And  as  they  again  meet  vs  ith  cru¬ 
el  treatment  four  years  after^  both  from  luleis  and 
minitters,  and  the  old  charge  of  denying  magif- 
tracy  was  revived,  they  faid  in  anfwer  thereto. 

ift.  Iris  directly againft  our  principIeSjand  con¬ 
trary  to  what  we  aflerted  in  a  confellion  of  our 
faith,  tkat  we  gave  into  the  court,  as  alfo  to  that 
confellion  of  our  faith  laf  ely  fet  forth  by  our  bre¬ 
thren  in  Old- England,  which  confellion  wc  own 
in  every  particular.*  a.  Our  continual  prayer  ta 
God  for  them,  according  to  1  1  im.  ii.  1,  2,  will 
witnefs  againft  this  charge  3.  Our  conltant  lub- 
jeftion  and  obedience  to  their  laws,  both  actively, 
as  far  as  wc  can  with  a  good  conicience,  and 
where  we  could  not  actively,  there  have  wc  been 
paffively  obedient ;  in  fullering  what  they  inflided 
on  us,  without  fe eking  any  revenge  in  the  Icaft. 
4.  In  paying  all  due  demands  whatfoever  ;  not 
being  delirous  to  withhold  from  Csefar  at  any 
time,  any  of  his  dues.  In  a  word,  both  our  per-^ 
fons  and  eftates  arc  always  ready  at  command  ta 
be  ierviceable  in  the  defence  of  the  country  ;  yea 
and  have  be«n  voluntarily  offered  on  the  high 
places  of  the  field,  in  the  time  of  the  country’s 
greateft  extremity. — Among  whom  was  William 
Turner,  whom  they  pleafed  to  make  Captain  of 
that  company,  who  had  been  one  of  the  greateft 
fufferers  among  us,  for  the  profeflion  of  religion. 
Hew^asa  very  wwthy  man  for  foldiery  ;  and  Ed¬ 
ward  Drinker,  who  had  been  another  luff’erer, 
v/hom  they  pleafed  to  make  Lieutenant  5  and  by 

the 

*  The  confclTioij  publUhed  in  London,  ia  1^77,  audicvift^ 

ki 
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tnc  prefence  of  the  Lord  with  them,  they  were 
madeinflruments  of  the  prefervation  of  one  town 
tiom  the  rage  of  the  heathen,  who  violently  broke 
into  It  but  they  being  tliere  beat  them  out.  And 
after  that  by  Capt-  'i'urncr,  who  was  then  com- 
rnandcr  }n  chief,  as  an  inllrument  in  tlie  hand 
of  the  Lord,  tvas  the  greateft  blow  ftruck  to  the 
Indians  of  any  they  had  received  ;  for  after  this 
ey  were  broken  and  fcattered,  fo  that  they  w'cre 
overcome  and  fuddiied  with  eafe.  Here  it  is  to 
be  obfOTved  that  tliofe  who  had  fuffered  fo  mush 
tom  the  country,  and  fcandahzed  as  enemies  to 

their  privileges,  freely  oflerinc" 
aernklves  in  their  fcrvice  have  been  (through  the 
^jorc  s  prefence  with  them)  fome  of  the  principal 
inftruments  to  fubdue  the  barbarous  lieathen,  and 
to  de.iver  the  country  from  its  greatell  diftrefs  ; 
which  may  hand  as  a  witnefs  of  our  fidelity  to  the 
government  to  the  world's  end.  We  have  been 
vilified  and  greatly  reproached,  and  are  at  tliis 
cay.  It  being  without  any  juft  rcafon  laid  to  US. 
that  we  are  one  chief  caule  of  all  the  judgments  of 
God  on  the  land.  We  do  not  excufe  ourfclves,  as 
not  having  a  fhare  or  part  in  many  of  the  fins 
that  have  provoked  the  Lord  againft  poor  New- 
England  ;  neitlier  have  we  been  freed  from  having 
part  with  others  in  thegeneial  calamities  that  God 
hath  brought  on  this  poor  place.  Yet  it  is  ob- 
fcrvable  how  gracioufly  the  Lord  hath  dealt 
ns  ;  that  in  the  time  of  great  mortallity  by  the 
fmall-pox,  when  fo  many  hundreds  died,  though 
many  of  us  were  vifited  with  that  vifitation,  yet 
not  one  of  our  fociety  was  removed  by  it  ;  but  it 
was  notYor  any  thing  in  us,  that  the  Lord  fpared 
but  for  his  names  fake,  that  rfie  mouth  of  our 

adverfavics 
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advcr&ri.s  might  te  filcnt.”  •  But  in  antwer  t» 

this  Mr.  Willard  faid,  . 

«The  Geiman  anabaptifls  ^-crc  enemies  to 

civil  government,  we  hop«  thele  (tliongh  ley 

have  Ihovvn  too  much  contempt  of  ^ 

not  fo  tar  goee.  But  for  his  to  glonouily  c  - 
blazoning  their  fervice  in  the  late  wars,  at  is  nei¬ 
ther  to  the  purpole,  nor  of  much  moment.^  i  iiat 
they  did  join  againft  tlie  ce  nunon  enemy  is  ti  ue. 
SwLzey  (a  place  chid’y  tonhlurg  of  anabaptdt-, 
and  w'here  they  had  achurcii)  was  the  place  whcie 
the  tntmv  made  the  hrft  cnlet.— Eehdes^,  any 
man  would  fight,  rather  than  have  his  throat  cut; 
ii  v^^as  not  for  religion,  nor  civil  government,  but 
for  lives  and  eilates.— Nor  did  the  Indians  re¬ 
ceive  the  greaceft  blow  at  that  time  ;  nor  is  it  the 
anabaptifls  true,  but  vain  glory,  to  fet  fuch  an 
encomium  upon  their  c.wn  deeds.— -We  have  oii- 
miffed  the  charge,  now  cemes  a  ftrong  argument 
of  their  orthodoxy,  a  witnefs  from  Heaven,  viz. 
their  happy  prdervation  in  the  time  of  the  fmali- 
pox.  Let  k  be  remembered,  that  one  (<f  their 
perfwation  died  of  it  at  Woborn,  (wLere  John 
RulTell  lived,  and  fhould  have  obferved  it)  and 
many  of  their  children.  But  be  it  fo  ;  their  fo- 
.ciety  is  fmall,  and  fcattcred  from  Dan  toBeerfheba. 
And  who  knows,  but  God  might  fpare  them  in 
judgment,  to  harden  them  ?  1  hefc  are  too  high 
things  for  us  ;  only  wdien  God  comes  to  chaften 
his  people,  thofe  that  are  not  chaftened,  may  afk 
whether  they  arc  not  baflards  ?”  He  had  before 
faid,  “  As  the  lionorcd  magiffrates  here  are 
chriftlans,  fo  have  they  judged  it  their  duty  to 
maintain  the  M^ays  of  Chriff,  and  flrcngthen  them 
by  civil  laws,  which  hath  not  only  been  the  piac- 

ties 
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^ce  of  reformers  of  old,  but  the  conftant  iudtre. 

ment  of  the  church  of  r  i.vU'f  juage- 

or  Uiiiit  ever  imce  the 

apoiuts.-On  this  principal  our  worthy  rulc« 
havx  made  laws  againft  many  feels  and  iiurudcrj 
and  among  the  reft  the  anabaptifts.  Th“7?n 
quelling  the  anabaptifts  they  do  not  ornni?  7 
truth  but  fupprefs  error,  they  arc  fully  perfwaded' 

and  although  they  never  pretended  to  a  lordlhio 
S  they  account\t  ot£ 

11  if  they  muft 

tarry  till  all  men  are  agreed  about  what  is^ truth, 

before  we  oppofe  error,  we  fliall  flay  till  there  is 
no  need  of  it.”  *  ^  ^ 

According  to  this,  wc  are  not  to  imagine  that 
thoic  mmifters  ever  intended  to  lord  it  over 
J  nomas  Gould  s  comcience,  when  they  cenfured 

^  and  looking  on  when  they 

fpnnkled  inlants  in  the  facred  name.  He  miaht 
have  thought  wnat  he  pleafed  of  it  inwardly  i^c 
would  but  have  honored  them  before  the .feoplo  ■ 
and  taough  for  refufing  fo  to  do,  they  excluded 
rum  n  om  the  ordinance  of  the  iupper  for  levcn 
years,  and  then  for  taking  another  method  to  ei>. 

joyit  they  moved  the  rulers  to  disfranchize,  fine 

rniprifon  and  banifli  him,  yet  all  this  was  for  error 
in  jjis  cutu’ard  matt,  not  in  his  confcience  !  neither 
muft^  It  be  luppofed,  thati;^7/«  gUry  had  any  influ. 
cnee  m  the  emblazoning  of  things  on  their  fide; 
tor  all  thefe  things  were  done  by  orthodox  mini- 
liers,  and  chriftian  rulers.  But  let  the  anabap. 
tuts  ofler  themfelvcs  ever  fo  willingly,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  main  of  the  enemy  were  remote 
from  their  churches,  both  ofBofton  and  Swanzey  • 
and  let  them  do  ever  fo  great  public  fcrvice,  yet 
Jt  muft  not  be  thought  that  they  were  moved 

«  xr  thereto, 

Ni  futor.  p.  23,  24,  •  • 

f  i  Siiia,  XV,  3#, 
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thereto,  cither  by  religion  or  loyalty.  No,  all 
croeeeded  either  from  love  to  the  world  or  die 
fear  of  having  their  throats  cut  by  the  Indians  m 
Bofton,  if  thly  had  not  gone  a  hundred  miles  mto 
the  country  to  meet  them  i  Which  is  fpoken,  no 

in  contempt  to  any  man’s  perion,  but  to  expo 

and  which  io 

mankind.  The  above  is  all  the  mention  1  ever 
fiw  in  any  publication  from  that  party  ,that  f^ws 
lie’  d.icf  »«m.ndFr  in  the  fall-fight  to  have 
been  a  baptift.  Moil  of  their  hiftones  of  that 
war  mention  his  name,  but  not  a  word  of  hio  v.- 
inf»'  the  man  who  had  before  fuffered  in  the  bap- 
tifts  caufe.  And  left  it  ihould  deted  the  flanders 
thev  Hill  were  calling  upon  our  denomination, 
they  having  gained  his  fon  to  their  party,  intirdy 
concealed  this  fad  from  his  numerous  pofterity. 
For  though  his  grandfon,  Capt.  Wihiam  luiner 
of  Swanzey  embraced  our  principals,which  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  after  he  removed  to  Newport,  where  hd 

died  in  1759,  bequeathing,  among  other  lepcies 

in  his  will,  his  lands  in  Fall-town,  adjoining  to  the 
place  where  his  grandfather  was  flain  ;  yet  m 
lune  1774,  I  was  converfing  with  one  of  his 
daughters,  together  with  her  ion,  William  1  u^ 
ner  Millar,  Efq-,  both  members  of  the  baptiit 
church  in  Warren,  and  they  told  ntc,  tney  had 
often  heard  of  their  anceftors  exploits  and  death 
in  Philip’s  war,  but  never  a  word  before  of  his 
being  a  bapdft,  or  of  his  fufferings  In  that  caufe. 
Neither  have  any  of  their  hiftorians  ever  ventured 
to  publiih  a  particular  account  of  the  baptift  fuf¬ 
ferings,  as  they  have  of  the  Quakers.  For  which 
1  can  give  no  better  reafon  than,  becaufe  they 
could  find  incroachments  upon  their  rights  m  the 
latter  to  found  a  plea  upon,  which  they  could  not 
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in  the  former.  And  the  author  of  Min-  r 

<;^'Prefthis  unwillincrnefs  that  the 
thcTeoffhould  be  kept  any  wherk 

-API  AIN  Benjamin  Church  of  Dusbnrv  dm.- 
Plymouth,  who  had  made  fome  bemnnm^r  Jf 

Wand,  the  year  before  the  Lr  JrrL  t 
on  that  maud  after  it  bL  j  ":  '  f^nily 

«i»n  of  greater  ftf.ty  tl.J  DaX,fo%'C'oX 

througl,  the  rvar.  As  he  Lnew  ^ 

forced  the  Sohooct  ititt  .L’k,  IP 

ry  to  the  iriinds  of  the  Icadinff  Dar‘  of  rh 
if^ainii  his  frion-ii-  ^  P<ir.  or  them,  he 

-t^ainu  nis  iricnds  advice,  went  over  in  a  ra,Ur. 

and  adventcred  himfclf  among  them  in  lu^^  ?’ 

year,  and  gained  them  over  to  our  fide,  by  whofc 

help  A.C  took  great  numbers  of  the  enemy  from 

now  loft  all  their  couraf^e. 
A.  teng.h  returning  to  vifithis  wife,whofe  anxious 
Hrfnd  fainted  to  fee  him  again  well  •  he  wat  iT 
mMutely  informed  by  Major  Sanford  and  Capt’ 

-o  omg,  that  one  of  Philip’s  men  had  fled  from 

him  (then  at  the  foot  of  Mount-Hope)  and  w« 

fpiS"  toTh  ^^'■cupon  they  all  put 

accoum  heard  the  Indian’s 

omb”’ ?*'‘f  erpt.,aorch  haTk.i“„ed  S 

tipPhiliD’s°fi-id  *‘’“’‘"■■■*‘‘‘“'‘1  rcntlcmcn,  beat 
up  rtiiiip  S  head-quarters,  upon  which  he  fet  out 

Ml  fwamp,  but  after  an  Eng- 

Ml  man  had  inapt  his  gun  at  him  without  effecl 

Alderman,  an  Indian,  fired  a  bullet  through  his  ' 

herb-  on  Augull  ,a,  .676,  ,  li„|e  before  theVeak 

to  a  which  the  war  was  fooa  brought 

This  fummary  of  that  bloody  was  I  have  care^ 

full/  .  ■ 
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rally  collefted  from  a  great  variety  of  hiftonM 
and  accounts.  And  upon  the  whole,  it  was  uid, 
that  in  this  war  were  iiain,  twelve  Captains  and 
about  fix  hundred  fnen.  That  about  one  t  urn- 
fund,  tvTO  hundred  houfes  were  burnt,  tnou* 

land  head  of  cattle,  and  many  thouiand  buiheis  of 

m-ain  dehroved  ;  and  alfo  three  thouand  Indians. 

Th<*  lots  to  the  Engliih  coionies,  was  computed 

at/ 150,000  tterliag,  and  Capt.  Tom,  vntli  ano¬ 
ther  chief  of  the  chriifian  Indians  at  ^  atlCk,  r  y  ■ 
taken  and  hanged  at  Boifon,  tor  bang  adflve  m. 
ftruments  of  thofc  miichiels.  *  IhougT  n.  ,ny 
others  were  faithful.  Of  thofc  twelve  Capiams, 
Gallop,  Seily  and  iMarfiiall,  (who  wtme  ham  at  th® 
Narraganfct  fort)  were  of  Gonnecncut ;  Hutch- 
infon,  Beers,  Lothrop,  Devenport,  vaaremer, 
Tohnfon,  Wadfworth  and  Tvirner,  were  of  the 
Maffachufetts,  and  Peirce  was  of  Scituate  in  Ply¬ 
mouth  colony  ;  from  whence  one  baptiil  elder  ofc 
that  name,  and  many  memba's  of  the  oaptitt 
churches  of  Swanzey,  Rchoboth  and  other  places 

have  fprung.  ,  , 

On  Noveinbcr  29^  ycit  Tvir.  oitnticl 

bard  wrote  to  Mr.  Edward  Stennett,  in  England,  j- 
and  after  what  is  'recited  in  the  beginning  of  this 
Chapter,  he  further  faid  of  the  Indrani,  “  Tiu.y 
have  done  much  harm  in  our  bordering  town*, 
as  Warwick,  dcllroycd  fey  fires  ;  only  moft  of  the- 
people  are  here  and  their  goods,  and  feme  of  their 
bttle  ;  and  the  lilte  at  Pawtuxet  and  Provi¬ 
dence,  though  not  altogether  deftroyed,  for  »■ 
garrifon  remaineth  there  to  this  day.  _  And  tor 
the  other  fide  over  againfl  us  on  the  main,  which 

1  i  i  once 

*  Mafl.  kiftary,  rcl.  3,  p,  493. 

'f  Whdfc  fon  and  gr^ndfoii,  named  '^nd 

Can  named  SamMcl,  have  been  noted  baptiit  munM.*  iii 
the  two  latter.  Doctor’s  oi  divinity. 
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once  vvas  cure,  and  is  I  judge  by  charter  tnanv 
^re  killed  by  the  Indians,  the  reft  came^i  nT 

PlrMh  ‘^'“""eefticut  army, 

llymouth  and  Bay  armies  being  there  wafted 

"'''rr'*’'*;  “  “■  ''’®  IndiaL  bJ!« 

trll  ?  Plymouth  the  wars  be- 

gan,  and  are  lore  wafted  ;  the  Bay  loft  verv 

many  men.  Connecticut  did  moft  feiwice  and  I 
have  no,  heard  „f  „„e  to..,,  defiroyed  Sred  ia 
of  th  •  the  beginning  of  thefe  troubles 

aailVTrh’  Joseph  Tory,  eider  of  Mr. 

Uaucc  s  churcai,  having  but  one  dauMitcr  liviiiP- 

?'  C  "’'tt'-'lyj  and  his  wife  being  theie® 

1«  »»  fend  a  boat  tf  Squa! 
a.  s-ot.,  my  all  is  there  and  part  of  yours.  We  fent 

snS’S,  “h“  ‘'■W'"'-  ‘'“dat.ghterfand  fonljaw 
■  I A  and  my  two  daughters  and 

other fhree, with 

an  apprentice  boy)  ail  came,  and  brother  lohn 

^amily,svithas  many  others  as  could 
poffibly  come.  My  fon  Clarke  came  afterwaSs 

honl  r  hi-  been  at  my 

^  meto  tiais  day,  ISlow  dear  brother,  althoue-h 

f  ^‘Oftroyed  by  the  Indians,  God  h”fh 

an  f  l^y  taking  away  many  by  death  - 

ITl  Mr  rf  'H  Oh  the  old  church; 

It  Mi^.  Jofepn  Tory,  then  my  dear  brother  Toh» 

_^andal,  then  Mr.  John  Clarke,  then  William 

Weeden,  a  deacon,  then  John  Salmon  :  a  fad 

^rofvein  very  deed;  young  men  and  maids  to 

tliis  day  I  never  knew  or  heard  the  like  in  xMew- 

^ng-and.  Laft  week  four  or  five  were  buried  in 

tins  town—Brothcr  Turner  M^ent  to  war,  and 

God  profpered  him  for  a  time,  but  he  is  now  kill. 

ea  by  the  Indians  j  the  reft  are  well  and  enjoy 

thek 
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tVieir  Ubertv.  Mr,  Mile*  that  was  at  Swanzey,  is 
BOW  wkh  diem.  Brother  William  GiWon,  who 

came  from  Old-England  with  f 

is  now  gone  to  New- London  to  vifit  our  brethieii 
there.”  Mr.  Mumford  had  been  over  to  London, 
and  he  with  Mr.  Gibfon  returned  to  Bidtoo, 
Odobcr  1675  *,  who  afterward  fuccecdea  clc-r 

Hifcoxin  the  paftoral  office  at  Newport. 

The  above  account  of  the  prefervation  of  Co..- 
ncdicut,  as  well  as  the  other  articles  exprdied 
juft,  as  far  as  I  can  learn.  TheMohegan 
ixndcr  Uncas,  did  the  Englifh  great  fervicc  in  .hafc- 
war.  1  have  feen  fcarce  any  account  of  any  ot  leP 
damages  in  Swanzey  and  Rehobotb,  beffide  wliat 
have  been  recited,  except  the  Inmans  killing  Capt. 
Willct’s  fon  near  the  garrifon  inSwanzey  this  year. 
Middleborough  and  Dartmouth  \ycre  but  jult  be¬ 
gun  before  the  war,  and  when  It  came  on,  tiic 
Eno-lifh  and  part  of  the  Indians  therein, removed  to 

Plymouth  and  other  places  of  greater  fafe.y 

laro-e  body  of  natives  near  to  and  upon  Cape-Led, 
continued  in  amity  with  the  Engliffi,  as  thofe  on 
the  Iflands  folith  of  it  alio  did  and  of  the  lader  I 
have  met  with  the  following  entertaining  account. 

Thom.\s  Mayhew,  Efq;  obtained_  agrant  of 
Martha’s- Vineyai'wl,  with  the  iflands  adjacent,  ^nd 
began  a  fettlement  at  Edgarton  on  the  eaft  part  of 
the  Vineyard,  in  164a,  where  he  was  their  chief 
ruler,  and  his  fon  their  minifter-  In  1646,  the 
fon  began  to  preach  to  the  Indians  with  fuccefs  ; 
to  promote  which  caufe  his  father  told  them, 
“  That  by  order  from  the  crown  of  England,  he 
was  to  govern  the  Englifh  who  flrould  inhabit 
thofe  Iflands  ;  that  his  royal  mafter  was  in  power 
far  above  any  of  the  Indian  monarchs  ;  but  that 

as  he  was  great  aud  powerful,  fohe  was  a  lover  of 

jufticc  I 
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LeSvat  J’o  mea. 

.u^'-  Ji^‘iWiction$,  but  oa  the  coat. ary 

t  .  icligio.,  aad 

.i;-rt...^  raain  c  ieirjuit  authority,  though  their 
iLiojcccs  were  chriitianjf/’  And  he  oiami  r 
curding-  to  his  piofeiTioa  ;  “  for  he  would  not'lul* 
iet  any  co  ,njure  them,  cither  in  their  goods  hjids 
■or  pc*„s.  i  l,ey  a,,v„.  found  a  ftthr  h.d  plol 
■  tcdoi  m  w.m  ;  and  he  \^•as  fo  far  from  introduce- 
.1  g  any  foim  ot  governauent  among  then.  <7Pua«4* 

.eg/f,  that  he  firft  convioced  tfom  of  tix  afo 
aacage  of  it,  aau  even  brought  them  to  dthre 
,inn  tointro...ucc  and  fettle  it.”  This  wife  conduct 

.and  the  goipel  means  that  were  uled  with  them 
produced  inch  happy  effecTe,  that  a  chrihian  church 
^  -i<^s  tanned  and  organized  among  them  five  years 
benore  tins  war.  And  now  in  the  time  of  it  th- 
government  furniOjed  thofe  chi-iftian  Incians  wT^ 
arms  and  ammunition, and  employed  them  todefend 

tnc  againft  the  enemy,  And  fo  faith. uj 

^ere  they  that  they  not  only  refoluteiy  rejected  the 
,  rong  follicications  ot  the  natives  on  tl.e  ndeh- 
bounng  Main,  but,  in  obfervanoe  of  the  e-enei'a! 
orders  given  them,  when  any  landed  to  lollicit 
them,  though  fome  were  nearly  related  by  mar, 
raige,  and  others  by  blood,  yet  the  ifxand  Indians 
would  immediately  bring  them  before  the  gover, 
nor  to  attend  his  pleafore-”  By  the  divine  blefo 
jng  on  tncle  means,  though  the  Indians  thci’e  -w  er? 

uO  one  oi  tuc  Engdih,  yet  through  this  cx, 
te.Hu.  e  and  bloody  war,  Thefe  Illands  tnjoved  a 
perfect  c;d.m  of  peace  ;  and  the  people  vvrcughl 
s,ud  dwell  lecure  and  quiet.”  * 

Ninegrkt 

Prinu'f  al’pcni'X  to  Mayhtvj  s  Indian  convert,,  p  593^., 
*5^*  la  tlia.  p»U viiii.au\.e  1  aiosl  taat  Alt,  Peter  jpeutger 

«ail/ 
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Nin  EGRET  and  his  Nyantick  fubjeds,  who 
dwelt  from  Pomt-Judith  up  to  Weftcrly,  on  the 
fliore  fouth  of  the  Narraganicts,  did  not  join  in  that 
war  5  and  a  conliderable  number  of 

e,rly  employed  «  a  *'  fckool-mafter  among 

Mnce  f°v  f  they  had  not  only  feveral  Indian  teacherv  on  the 
bi  Mo"  .»  .bk,  sodi,  EdElift"-  “S""' J.7,T 
rer,  employed  in  teaching  the  youth  m  "''f  :“2>  *  S  « 

fhe  principles  of  religion  by  cauchia.ng  ; 

likewif^  in  the  feripture,  and  capable  of  helping  ^ 

iiKewiu  ui  inc  i  ,  .r,  p-  Smiud  Hubbard,  that 

ous  matter!.  p.  291.  1  nna  by  i  1  .  -  rinrlre’k  rhnrck 

Mr  Fouleer  became  a  baptift,  and  joined  Mr.  Clarke  fcchu  k 

about  the  ume  of  this  war  ;  as'Thomas  Weft  an  ^”8^ 

andfome  Indians  from  thence  did  to  Mr.  Htf«ox  s  church,  m 

.680.  And  Mr.  Foulger  promoted  the  bapt.ft  poncples  among 

the  Indians.  Though  one  of  them  named  Japeth,  who  •*'* 

hi  fcholar.  and  n.w  was  got  to  be  a  noted  teacher  reminded  him 

that  be  had  formerly  warned  them  againft  falfe  tcaol) 

would  come,  and  Vaid  he.  “Now  fir.  1  find  ^ur  predta.on 

true  for  you  yourfelf  are  become  one  of  thefe  leathers,  you 

cautioned  I  agatnft  ;  I  am  therefore /«i/y  rr>/vr<f  to 

good  couafcl,  and  not  believe  you,  but  -will  eonunue  fted.aft  m 

the  truths  wherein  you  formerly  inftrufted  me.  Mayhew,  p. 

AQ  CO.  However  he  found  others  not  to  be  fo  refolute,  tor  by 
the  time  that  their  governor  Mayhew  died,  in  1681,  the 
principles  had  prevailed  confiderably  anrong  them  ;  and  oy  the 
year  1604,  they  had  one  baptift  church  on  the  Vineyard  among 
the  chriltian  Indians,  and  another  on  Nantucket.  Magnalia, 
fc.  6,  p.  c6.  The  hrft  Indian  pallor  ovsr  thofc  baptiftso*  the 
V'^iiievard,  that  I  have  feen  any  account  of,  was  Stephen  Tacka- 
marbn.  He  firft  joined  to  a  church  of  the  other  denomination, 
in  or  about  1690.  Mr.  Mayhew  informs  us,  that  he  was 
iized  fome  yean  after,  and  became  a  member  and  a  teacher  of 
that  church,  fays,  However,  he  appeared  to  be  fo  fenous  a 
man,  that,l  cannot  but  judge,  that  he  acled  according  to  the 
didates  of  his  eonfcicnc#  in  what  he  did,  and  not  out  of  any 
bafe  or  f®rdid  ends.'*  He  died  in  Chilmark,  in  1708  ;  and  our 
author  fays,  1  had  frequent  converfation  with  him  while  he 
was  in  health,  and  fometimef— in  the  time  of  that  long  fick- 
nefs  whereof  he  died  ;  and  never  fiom  hrfl  tolaft  fawany  thing 
by  him,  that  made  me  any  ways  fufped  the  integrity  of  his  heart, 
but  did  ever  think  him  to  be  a  godly  and  difcicct  maij. 

lao; 
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cants  now  live  there  in  Charleflown  ;  and  In  irit 
a  great  ^  reformation  took  place  among  them^^a 
baptiic  cnurch  was  formed  there  fome  y^ars  after 
ever  wiiom  James  Simons  was  ordained  ;  and 

,  .  .  fince 

I  went  to  him,  he  profeiTed  his  eood  opinion  ®f 
t^hofe  people  snd  churches ,  from  Uom  he  diffefed  in  rir^r  nrl 
hcuiions  about  the  fubjedts  and  mode  of  bantifm  a  a  j 

ttwar*  IH*  '>'”8  “«  MdmiuHt  s'„J 

-of  fa..,  f',r  Lrx’ 

M.vheu  ^  •  E>P<;nc-nce 

Wayhew,  in  hii  c  nverii,  publilhed  in  172-.  fL  wor- 

fucc<cd>  him  in  the  miniftry  among  the  Indians 

friendlv^*b^’  breihren  in  themimucry,  very 

friendly  when  he  was  over  and  preached  among  ibofe  Lpiilts^ 

thatn.  r  M  yheiv  for 

rtat  purpofe  ;  «ho  promifed  he  would  get  the  btft  intelligence 

t:.;  concerning  them,  from  an  sged  Aunt  oi  his,  who  re- 

t  necl  her  mental  powers  remarkably  and  others.  And  he  fent 
the  fame  in  the  following  letter. 

"  Revfrend  Sir, 

thebeft  informa- 

V*  "'^crcipetb  to -the  origin  of  antipedobaptifts  at 

ineyard.  My  aged  Aunt  informs  me,  that  the  firft 
.haptift  minuler  among  thelndianson  the  llland,  tharfte  knew  or 
Beard  of  was  one  Ifaac.  Decamy,  who  came  from  the  Main-land 

R.  preached  and  adminiilcred  the  ordinances 

or  baptifm  and  the  Loid’s-fupper.  a  cumber  of  years  :  Ihe  is  un¬ 
certain  what  year  he  came,  but  aecerding  to  the  beft  c:*-  her 
memory  the  faid  Decamy  died  near  fixty  years  agone  :  Ihe  faitk 
mther,  that  he  was  a  man  of  a  fober  life  and  converfation. 

c  next  Indiar}  minifter  of  this  denomination^  b}-  thebeft  i?  tcl» 
iigence  I  can  get,  was  Jonas  Horfw'et,  who  prcdched  ard  admi- 
nmered  the  ordinances  to  a  fmall  fociety  of  baptifts'at  Gi\he;d. 
inenext  was  Ephraim  Abraham,  originally  of  CharBaquiaick, 
at  theeaft  end  ot  the  Iftand,  who  had  the  charge  of  tnc  fociety 
as  alfo  of  one,  which  about  this  time  was  formed  at 
laid  chapji^iquidick.  The  next  ordained  minifter  was  Samuoi 
i^^kenehew,  whom  1  had  a  pcrfonal  acquaintance  with  ;  he  lived 
at  Chapp^quidickj  was  clicemed  by  iueb  as  knew  him,  to  be  aT 

miM 
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Cnee  that  Samuel  Niles,  both  of  their  own  nation ; 
and  a  confiderablc  number  of  them  have  given 
lading  evidence  of  their  being  pious  chriltians,  _ 

It  may  be  proper  to  take  Ibroe  particular  notice 
here  of  Mr.  Clarke,  who  left  as  fpotlefs  a  cbaracter 
as  any  man  I  knew  of,  that  ever  acted  in  any  pi  i>* 

lie  itatioa  in  this  country.  *  The  MafTachufett 

writer* 

man  of  fenfe,  and  of  a  regular  and  chriilian  life  and  conversa¬ 
tion.  There  wc*e  feveral  other  preachers  aniong  them,  but  not 
ordained  j  except  Silas  Paul,  who  is  now  living,  and  is  an  or¬ 
dained  paftor  of  the  bapiift  church  at  Gayhcad,  andwho  alfa 
takes  upon  him  the  care  of  the  fmall  fociety  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion  at  Chappaquidick  ;  preaching  occafionally  and  adminL. 
fieri  Vg  the  ordinances  to  them.  He  is  the  only  Indian  mhuftcr 
of  xK's  de  nomination  now  upon  this  Ifland. 

This  is  the  beft  information  that  can  be  obtained  by  your, 
friend  and  fellow* labourer  in  the  work  of  the  minihery. 

Zechariah  Mayhew/^ 

Chtlmark,  27  Auguft,  1774. 

Th  is  was  diredted  to  elder  Hunt,  who  fays  the  faid  Paul  in¬ 
formed  hira,  that  he  was  then  34  years  old,  was  baptised  in 
1798,  ordained  in  1763;  that  the  church  at  Gayhcad  had  13 
»ifmbers ,  and  the  other  16. 

*  He  w^as  born  Oilobcr  8,  1909  ;  married  Elizabeth,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Harges.  Efq;  of  Bedfordlhire.  In  a  power  of  at¬ 
torney  figned  by  them,  May  12,  i6^'6,  he  ftiles  himfclf  John 
Chrke,  phylician  of  London.  It  was  for  the  recovery  of  a 
legacy  of ^.20  per  annum  during  her  life,  that  was  given  her  by 
her  father  out  of  the  mannor  of  WreHingworth  Bedfordlhire* 
Where  he  had  his  education  I  know  not ;  but  the  following  cisufe 
in  his  will  may  give  fome  idea  of  his  learning,  viz.  hem, 
onto  my  loving  friend  Richard  Baily,  I  give  ana  bequeath,  my 
concordance  and  lexicon  to  it  belonging,  written  by  myfelf, 
being  the  fruit  of  feveral  years  ftudy  j  my  Hebrew  Bibles,  Bux- 
torff's  and  PafTor’s  lexicon.  Cotton’s  concordance,  and  all  the 
reft  of  my  books.’'  His  ftrft  wife  died  at  Newport  without  an 
ifiiic,  and  Feb.  I,  1671,  he  married  Mrs.  jane  Fletcher,  by 
whom  Feb  14,  1672,  he  had  a  daughter  born  ;  but  the  mother 
died  the  19th  of  April  following,  and  the  daughter  May  18, 1673* 
H  is  third  wife  was  the  widow  Sarah  Davis,  who  furvived  him, 
he  gave  fome  legacies,  both  to  her  and  to  the  children  (he  had 
by  her  former  hulbitnd,  Mr.  Baily  caatc  from  Loudon  with 
in  1664, 
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Ji^itcrs  have  been  fo  watchful  and  careful,  to  pub- 
hlh  whatever  they  could  find,  which  mi^ht  leern 
to  countenance  the  feverkies,  they  ufed'towards 
diffenters  from  their  way,  that  I  expefteddo  find 
lome  thing  of  that  nature  againft  Mr.  Clarke  ;  but 
have  happily  been  difappoiated.  Though  he  was 
difarmed  by  them,  m  1637,  and  imprifoned  and 
fined  atBofton,  m  1651,  and  he  expofed  their  in- 
jultice  and  cruelty,  to  him  and  his  brethren,  in 
pnnt  the  npt  year,  and  continued  in  England,  to 
<^po  c  and  defeat  all  their  attempts  at  the  court 
there  againft  his  colony,  till  he  obtained  their 
prefent  charter  ;  yet  among  all  their  authors  or 
records,  that  I  have  fearched,  I  have  not  met 
With  a  fingle  reflexion  caft  upon  him  by  any  one  * 
which  I  rhink  is  very  extraordinary.  There  was 
doubtkfs  enough  faid  againft  him,  for  his  princi- 
piCs  of  believers  baptifm,  and  liberty  of  confcience, 
to  fecure  him  from  the  wo,  of  being  fpoken  well 
of  by  all  men;  yet,  like  Daniel,  it  feems  as  if  his 
cpemies  could  find  no  fault  in  him  in  matter  of 

the  kingdom,  but  only  concerning  the  law  of 
his  God. 

€ 

Few  men  ever  merited  the  title  of  a  Patriot 
more  than  he  did  ;  for  he  was  a,  principal  pro- 
>  curer  of  Rhode-Ifland,  for  fufferers  and  exiles. 
And  when  their  rights  and  liberties  were  grofily* 
invaded,'  he  croffed  the  boifiroiis  ocean,  and  ex¬ 
erted  all  his  influence,  in  twelve  years  watchful 
and  diligent  labours,  for  his  colony  at  the  Britifli 
court,  till  he  obtained  a  new  charter  for  them,  of 
great  and  diftinguiflring  privileges  ;  for  the  ac- 
compHSiment  of  which,  he  mortgaged  his  own 
eftate  in  Newport,  willing  to  venture  hii  all,  in  fo 
good  a  caufc,  though  he  was  not  infcnfable  of  the 
covetetufuefs  and  ingratitude  ©f  fome  great  pre¬ 
tenders 
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tenders  to  liberty  in  that  colony  ;  whofe  influence 
had  canlcd  a  great  deal  01'  trotoale  ano  expence  to 
Mr.  Wiilia.ns,  without  any  Suitable  recom pence.  * 
The  inventions  of  men  are  Icarcc  ever  more  fruit- 

Kkk  ,  '  ful 

•  Sir.  yesrs  aftfr  M^  WiiUairo  obtdrted  tV.eir  firft  charter/ 
viz— oV.March  2Z,  lOyO,  he  prefented  a  paper  to  the  di-puues 
xnd  inh I'afints  of  hroviJcncfi  which  contained  four  lequcrts  for 
Others,  and  a  tit'th  far  nimfelf,  dr  herein  he  fays.  canrot  be 

fo  unthankfii  to  you, and  fo  infcnfib^eof  my  own  lamilies  Comtoi  tj 
as  not  to  take  notice  of  your  C'jntfnusi  and  conft ant  love  anh 
care,  in  your  many'  public  and  fd^icmn  orders  for  the  payment  o 
that  money  due  unto  v»e  about  the  charter.  .  it  true,  i  have  >e- 
ver  demanded  it  ;  ycpi,  1  have  been  truly  acetous,  that  it  might 
have  been  laid  out  for  fome  further  public  benctit  in  each  town  ^ 
but  obferving  your  loving  rcfolution  to  the  contrary'’,  1 
laft  refolved  to  write  unto  you  (^as  I  have'affo  lately  done  to  Portf- 
mouth  and  Newport;  about  the  better  ordering  of  it  to  r«y  advan¬ 
tage,  I  have  here,  through  God  s  providence,  conveniency  of 
improving  fooie  g  ^ats  ;  my  requeil  is  therefore  that,^  if  it  ipayr 
be  witho'Jt  much  trouble,  you  would  pleafe  to  order  the  payment 
of  it  in  cattle  of  that  kind.  1  have  been  follicited,  and  have  pro- 
mifed  my  help  about  iron  works,;  when  the  matter  is  npe  ;  .ear- 
nefily  dehrous  every  way  to  further  the  good  of  the  town  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  to  which  1  am  fo  much  engaged»  and  to  ymurieives  the 
loving  inhabitHnts'thereof,  to  whom  1  dclire  to  be  your  truly  lov¬ 
ing  and  ever  faithful  Roger  Williams.’' 

Yet  he  fiever  received  all  his  pay  for  that  firfl  charter.  And 
lliough  the  fird  alT^mbly  chat  met  after  they  received  ih«  feCond„ 
VO  red  Mr.  Clarke  the  reward  rhac  has  been  meat ‘oned,  yet  they 
were  very  back -va;  d  -about  fulhlllng  thei"  proni'.fe.  Their  gene¬ 
ral  aiTemblief  from  year  to  year,  wrote  to  Hir  up  the  towns  thereto  ; 
but  at  the  afTcmbly  of  Apill  t,  an  .fiCCoiiTiC  was  ey ..ibite^dj^ 

examin^,  app'-oved  an  i  stteflc.i  by  governor  Arnold  and^  three 
airiftants,  which  is  now  extant  unde' hneir  owm  hands,  wherei'a 
it  apoearsy  th’at  when  M'.  y-rl^rke  ol^taincd  faid  charter,  he  had 
rec-eiTed  but  2Zi  if  though  the  charter  with  his  time  and 
pains,  Cj^X-  ilf  an  i€R)l.  of  which  was  then  due  to 
hi  n,  and  w  is  ordered  to  be  paid  in  provin  m\  p  ly,  two  pounds  for 
one;  but  he  never  received  any  of  it  in  his  lifc-tJme.  By  hi? 
p  tpers  I  find  thn  be  mortgaged  his  eflate  in  Newport,  to  Caotv 
Richard  Deme  of  London,  tne  fame  month  that  he  procured  the 
charter,  and  that  it  was  not  taken  up  till  Sept,  ,  1699,  w'hca 
fh«  laft  payment  of  1 15,  was  made  to  Capt.  D*ane  § 
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ful,  than  in  finding  out  ways  to  get  money,  an^ 


excufes  to  keep  i  t  5  but  hov/  feW  have  parted  with 
it  for  pubiie  goody  fo  freely  as  Mr.  Williams  and 
Mr.  Ciaike  did  ? 


After  Mr.  Clarke's  return,  he  was  improved 


vefbor  ihree  years  fuecefiively,  in  two  of  which 


he  accepted  the  office  ;  bat  all  the  concern  of  the 

r.  ,  I-.’  u.  .  . .  ■  •  I 


God,  though  weak-  in  my  body,  yet  found  in  my 


memofy  and  underftartding,  and  being  fenfiblc 
of  the  inconvcnieneci-  that  may  enfue  in  caih 
I  fliould  not  fet  my  hou'fe  in  order,  before 
this  fpirit  of  mine  be  called  by  the'  Lord  ttf 
temove  out  of  this  tabernacle,  do  therefore  make 
trad  deelare  this  my  laft  will  agtlteftamefit,  in' 
manner'  following ;  willing  and  readily  refigaing 
up  my  foul  unto  my  merciful  Redeemer,  through- 
faith  in  vcffiofe  death  1  firmly  hope  and  believe,  to 
cfcape  from  that  fecond  hurting  death,  and  throirgh 
his  refurreftion  and  liffi,  to  ht  glorified  with  him 
in  life  eternal.  And  my  fpirit  being  returned  out 
of  this  frail  body,  in  w'hich  it  hath  con\’erfed  for 
about  fixty-fix  years  my  W'ill  is,  that  it  be  detent* 


I7 
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Jy  intered,  without  any  vain  oftcptation,  betweea 

my  lovin?  wives  Elizabeth  and  Jane,  already  d.- 

ceLd,  intopcful  expcdiation,  that  ^he  lame 

deeiBer  who  hath  laid  down  a 

fonl  and  body,  will  railc  it  up  at  the  ^ 

fpirituai  one,  that  they  may  together  S 

iallelujah  uoto  him  to  all  eternity.  .  ‘ 

*  Copki  frotn  the  original  will,  dated  April 
he  o.ritted  our  world  the  lame  day.  As  he  left  no  ch.  d,  he  g.  vd 

io..nylcg.ci.s  to  his  relations  and  friends,  both  in  ihat  eoKmy 

Tnd  the  MalTaehufetts.  His  brother  Jofeph  Clarke  was  ea  ly  » 
Member  of  the  churph  in  Newport  with  b.«.  was  oftei^^a 

pigirtrate  of  the  Colony  j  whofe  fon  1  his 

ber  of  that  church,  anOthenof  th«  church  in  Wtiftcily,  "hcc  hiS 


•oitencv  arc  numerous  an*.*  -  .  r  i  ? 

Clarke,  pave  a  particular  lot  or  lasd  in  Newport,  to  his  brother  s 

fon  John,  whofe  poftetity  have  alio  been  refpectable  among  tne 
baptills  ever  linsc,  one  of  whom  is  Mr.  Euward  CHiate,  now  a 
gofpel  preacher  near  Providence.  Then  aftor  giving  a  fnnad  It^l 
L  tLii  to  his  church,  and  giving  his  wife  the  ufe  of  ho^‘‘c 
and  farm,  containing  more  than  a  1 50  acres,  ef  upland  an^ 
marihes,  topeiier  with  tea  acres  in  a  part  of  Nevvport,  called  th., 
neck,  during  her  life,  he  gave  faidfarm  and  neck  to  his  friends, 
William  Weeden,  Philip  Smith  and  Richard  Bmly,  and  to  their 
afiieits,  "  qualified  and  ehofen  in  manner  following  forever  ; 

that  is  to  fav,  that  when  it  fh  .il  happen  that  cither  of  thra  thrcft 
dc-eafe,  the  tvvo  furviying  ihall  choice  of  an  iinderltan  ing 

perfon,  fearing  the  Lord,  to  fuccsed  in  the jUce  of  hi®  fo  de- 
^eafed  ;  and  in  cafe  the  two  furviving  differ  m  their  choice  ot 
the  perfon  to  fucgeed  in  the  room  of  him  fo  deceafed.  that  theii 

the  choice  fball  be  decided  by  lot  ;  which  perfon  fo  wofen  ^aii 

be  the  affignccs  of  the  faid  perfopb  ^bcvcrn  cnticncdf  ana  ILaU 
have  equal  power  to  ad  with  tiem  in  .41  m"^«ters  relating  to  the 
difpofal  of  the  profit  or  rent  of  the  faid  land  and  rom 

time  to  time  ;  and  fo  all  perfons  ehofen  as  abovcfaid  to  m.  kc 
good  the  faid  number  of  three,  (hall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  bo 
the  aliigns  of  the  faid  vVilliam  Weeden,  ibp  :3m'th  and  Kichara 

Zaiiy,  and  none  other  ;  which  faid  perfom  .o,d  their 
from  time  to  time,  ehofen  and  fucecediwg  as  above  faid,  mail  be 
feized  of  the  faid  farm  acd  land  called  the  neck,tothe  uieand  u  es 
following  forever  ;  that  ii  to  fay  faiihtuUy  and  truly  to  diilribute 
difpofe  of  the  leiit  and  profit  of  fai4furpa  iiud  iacd,  fo^* 


and  refpeCtable  to  this  d^*y*  Eldr^ 
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m;ferab!e  tliingi  are  all  eartUy  pleafures  or  glories 
<^“rapared  with  Inch  a  life,  and  fuch  adeath ' 
mark  tDe  terfdl  imn,  and  behold  the  utrkht  ;  for 
end  of  that  man  u  feace.  ^ 

Ii'  Jias  often  been  obferved,  that  when  one 
iicavy  affliction  comes  upon  a  perfbn  or  people 
otxiers  foon  follow  ;  winch  obkivation  was  re! 
inaKcuiy  verefied  this  year,  lor  bdide  thofe  ah 
leady  named,  Mr.  Mark  Luker,  an  ancient  mem. 
ber  and  a  ruling  elder  of  Mr.  Clarke’s  church, 
died  tim  Dcccinbcr  atter  lijmheaving  the  character 
or  a  very  worthy  walker. 

Sou  'X' 

up  children  unto  )«,ning, 
nomuine  to  ii,rc  forever,  according  tofi.ohiniirutlionsat  r 

v’  l  bearing  even  date  wiib  thefc  prefents." 

r  H  ’*  ‘^'^bord  hath  htftowed.on  me,  and  !  havenotv  bc- 

truilcd  you  rrttk.  and  you  and  your  fucceifors,  fhali  have  fpe- 
cui  regard  and  care,  to  provide  for  thofe  that  fear  the  Lord  ; 

r  ,  ''''  at  al!  times,  fo  to  difeharge  the  truft  which 

1  have  rcpofr.d  m  you,  as  may  be  mott  for  the  glory  of  the  Moft 

Hig  o  and  tne  good  and  bweftt  of  thofe  for  whom  it  is  by  me 
esprcfsly  defened.  ^ 

John  CiAKKE.” 

His  efrue  was  appraifed  at  i©8ol.  us.  by  James  Barker, 
Themis  Ward,  and  Philip  EJes,  who  made  oath  to  the  inven¬ 
tory  IVi  .y  J7,  1676.  Said  farm  and  neck  thev  appraifed  at  caol 
and  Its  late  annuel  income  has  been  220  dollars,  as  the  honorable 

u  aibgns,  infoims  me  ;  w  ho  fays 

the  firftafligns  being  Mr.  Clarke’s  intimate  friends,  were  inform.-: 

.  .7  .’',7'  ^ ni'ent  was  to  provide  for  religious  as  well  as 
civil  inftruction,  though  he  did  jiot  infei  l  the  word  minifirv  left 
the  national  clergy  fhould  lay  claim  to  it.  Therefore  part  of 
Laid  profits  have  been  improved  to  maintain  religious  retching 
in  that  chuicb  ever  iince.  Complaint  was  made  in  1721,  that 
one  of  thefe  alfigns  was  unfaithful  in  hit  rtuft,  which  ended  iha 
aikmbly  to  take  the  cafe  in  hand  ;  who  at  length  made  a  law  to 
impotver  t.hc  fown.councii  in  each  town  to  enquire  how  allchaii- 
tabledonatioiis  therein  were  managed, and  by  ajury  of  twelve  mc.n, 
sipori  oatiujq  affeft  damages  upon  delinquents  p  to  whom  lhcr"t^ 
fore  t|(i5  Jljovefaid  have  afiotsally  beefi  accouatabk  ever' 
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About  the  be?inmg  of  1677,  came  out  Mr- 
William.’s  account  of  his  difpute  with  §, 

upon  which  M. 

friend  hox  and  faid,  iJcie  is  a  lyiUo  ^  , 

book  of  Roger  Williams  ot  Providence,  pnntai 
at  Cambridge  in  New-England-1  have  known 

him  about  fifty  years  a  nicer  weathercock,  c  - 

ftant  only  in  inconilancy  :  poor  man  • 
not  know  what  ftould  become  of  his  toul,  if  .this 
nio-ht  it  fliould  be  taken  from  him.  _  He  was  for 
the  priefts,  and  took  up  their  principles  fo 
ao-ainft  the  truth,  and  to  gratify  them  and-  bad 
magiflrates,  that  licked  up  his  vomit,  and  wime 
the  faid  fcurrilous  book  ;  and  fo  hath  tian 
for  a  piece  of  bread.  And  fo  are  all  joined  with  tne 
red  dragon  to  pour  out  their  flood  againft  tne  inan- 
ehild.  Into  their  fecrets  let  not  my  loul  come  ; 
mv  honor  be  not  thou  umted.  Dear  G.  F.  I  may 
vet  more  prove  what  1  have  laid.  One  while  e 
is  a  feparateft  atNew-Plymouth,  joining  withthem 
till  thev  are  weary  of  him  (as  from  Morton  s  memo¬ 
rial  in  print  doth  appear  ;)  another  time  you  may 
have  him  a  teacher  or  a  member  of  the  churca 
at  Salem.  O  !  then  a  great  deal  of  devotnm  is 
pleaded  in  women  wearing  of  vails  in  their  aileni- 
blies,  as  if  the  power  of  godlinefs  was  in  it  ;  and 
to  have  the  crois  out  of  the  colours  ;  and  then  to 
be  againft  the  King’s  patient  and  authority,  and 
writeth  a  large  book  in  quarto  againft  it.  And 
another  time  he  is  hired  for  money,  and  gets  a  pa^* 
tent  from  the  long  parliament.^  fo  that  it  is  nou 
lono*,  but  he  is  off  and  on  it  again.  One  ume  for 
rnens  wearing  caps,  and  notnatsror  covering  their 
faces  ;  and  again,  hats  and  no  caps  :  one  time  for 
water  baptifm,  men  and  v/omen  muft  be  i)lunged 
iuto  the  water  j  and  then  throw  it  all  dowmagain ; 


HISTOKY  or  the  BAPTISTS 

fr  did  know  the  w 

er  oj  God  to  Jahatwn)  laid  of  him,  that  he  \4s  a 

h^rosr.  ajhr  of  j'lmll  qu^/iiom  againji  the  pa^xr.  So 
theyouotit  to  have  feared  God  and  the  Kin<^ 
that  it  to  puiiiili  evil-doers  ;  'and  therefore  not  ?o 
rncudle  to  their  hurt,  with  him  that  is  given  to 
^ange  And  goes  on  to  fay  he  was  credibly  in, 
formed  that  governor  Leveret  faid  he  would  rive 
4cl.  and  governor  Window  5!.  rather  than  that 
booK  Ihouid  not  be  printed.  Scott’s  letter  wdiich 
js  nientioned  in  p.  108,  was  alfo  wrote  on  this  oc- 
cahon,  wnerein  after  accufing  Mr.  Williams  of 
acung  contrary  to  his  own  principle  of  liberty  of 
Conlciencc,  he  fays,  “  Witnefs  his  prefenting  of  it 
to  the  court  at  Newport  ;  and  when  this  would 
not  ta^e  effea,  afterwards  wlien  the  cemmiffioners 
were  two  of  them  at  Providence,  being  in  the 
houfe  of  I  homas  Olney,  fenior,  RomWVilliams 
propounded  this  ogieftion  to  we  have  a 

people  here  among  us,  who  will  not  acd  in  our 
government  with  us,  wliat  courie  ihaii  we  take 
with  them  ?  George  Cartwright,  one  of  the  com- 
niilfionors,  afked  him  what  u'lanncr  ot  perfons  they 
w^ere  .?  do  they  live  quietly  and  peaceably  amongfi 
jou  ^  1  his  they  copM  not  deny  ;  then  he  made 
this  arifwcr,  if  they  can  govern  themfclves,  they 
have  np  ueodof  your  government  ;  at  which  they 
were  filent,  d  his  was  told  again  by  a  women  of  tiie 
the  houfe  whgro  the  fpeech  was  fpoken,  to  ano¬ 
ther  women,  whom  the  complaint  with  the  rtlf 
was  made  againft,  v/ho  related  it  to  me  ;  but  tin  y 
are  both  dead,  and  cannot  bear  witnefs  with  me. 

Ip  what  w’as  fpoken  there.’- *  ^ 

Tues^e  letters  being  lent  over  with  the  book  to 
Fox,  he  wdth  John  Burnyeat  pubiillicd  tiittn,  witA 

5  fecond,  p.  245^  2484  9^ 


‘  J 


’If 


■  ■ 
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anfwer  to  WllHams,  m  ^^7^ 

TM-d  A  New- England  jirebratid  quenched.  lox  s 

fotm^r  boo-^  in  Iblio  WUliams  lays  was  wro  a 
ao-.i'>a  about  fix  icore  authors  and  papers, 

Edward  Burroughs  wrote  a_  preface  ;  and 

feme  things  tirat  they  laid  in  the 

his  thoughts  fo,  as  trom  thole  names  he  called  h 

work,  George  Fox  digged  cut  of 

titles  were  more  ^  "“eat 

but  Ihave  nothing  to  fay  to ^’"or  a  g^eat 
deal  of  the  was  ufed  on  noth  ^ 

What  I  am  concerned  with  is  fact  and  no 
As  Mr.  Widiams  had  occafion  to  vindicate  rn^iy 
thing's  in  the  writinss  of  Mr.  Richard  Baxter,  Di.- 
thlowen,  and  others  that  Fox  liad  writteu 
aeainft,  vrhom  Williams  call  pious  and  learned  wen^ 
he  nrefixed  a  particular  -addrefs  to  tnem.an  wkic 
he  Sv3  “  As  to  matters  in  difference  between  youv 
fdves  and  n«,  1  h.vj  wiliingly  omitKd  them  ^ 
knowing  that  many  able  and  honed  leamen  i 
their  oblervations  of  the  fun  (one  picture  or  Curdt 
le'ds)  dtft'er  fometimes  in  their  reckings,  tkoug.» 
vinnshtly  aiming  at,  and  bound  for  one  port  -anu 

.  harbour.  I  humbly  beg  of  you,  i .  i 
more  and  more  eameftly,  candidly  and  Ciniiuan  y 
liudy  the  things  that  differ  without  refiecTang  up¬ 
on  credit,  maintenance,  liberty,  and  life  itfelf  re- 
nvmhering  who  it  was  that  faid.  He  that  loves  htr 
life  Ih'-ill  lofe  it.  2.  More  and  more  ftudy  the  pro- 
phefies  and  the  figns  of  the  times- :  you  know  when 
it  was  that  live  biihops,  tw'enty-two  miimlers', 
and  ahnoll  three  hundred  other'  precious  behevers 
in  the  true  Lord  Jefus,  were  facrificed  in  the 
fi  ^me^,  for  his  ever  blcffed  fake,  againft  that  mon- 
ft  'ou*  mm  of  fin  and  bloody  whore  of  Rome. 
Theft  foxians  fancy  is  but  a  feather  to  thole  high 
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rtom  fo"  ,  '  «  Pope  an  ■  Mahomrt, 

lX°  „  ‘o  fe  into  , hi 

l^Le  that  burns  with  fire  and  biimftonc”  Tn 
this  they  anfwer  a^nd  fky,  To 

bceL  ™  hath 

pie  that  wntten  againft  God’s  peo- 

come  to  repentance  for  what  they  har  e  done 

-  S'  v"?-’;"  ■"«  't'y  iS 

#h  '  and  the  6ag.  And  fo  R,  W  and 

e  Sh  rl!  '  ■’  priefts,  liave'bten 

tn  )  nnS'-'  what  a 

are%o  R  R-W.whofe  defircs 

Ldth}'  r'  >  O- t'^^itthey  may  fee  Mahomet, 

ftlnt  h"  f  •  Rome,  and  m 

Ghat  he  J-  s.with  them)  flung  into  the  lake  of 

fi  I  anfwer  to  his  attempt  to  prove 

hnnfhnVt'r-'^  "'a«ers  was  the  root  and 

branch  of  their  rchgmq  they  fay,  “  Roger,  this  is 

F  vHcliois.  On  .  that  your  eyes  were  open  that 

V  *”  nf  u  '  meafureft  to 

-icrs.  It  will  be  meafured  to  thee  again,  prclTed 

down  and  running  over;  and  the  god  of  the 

oi  d  will  fail  thee  in  thy  proofs,  and  hath  failed 

A  t  ’  t  mother  Eve,  and  tby  father 

dam.  f  P or  this  is  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  that 
tnou  jieaiccft  of,  and  Lucifers  boaft  in  thee  againft 
the  children  of  the  f.ord,  that  are  daily  in  jeopardy 
of  their  lives, 'and  fome  of  them  have  loft  their 
iv-cs  amongfl;  you  in  New-England,  in  obedience 
to  the  command  of  Chrift  their  faviour.  And  we 

know 


?■  ft,  120 


noi  TKim  ? 
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know,  they  lutoa  Chrlft  our  Lord  Maher 

Without  a  callfe,  atui  ye  |ea  do  li  .  ,  - 

iTiiv  fiy,  he  clocii  not  perfecute  vath  1  is  haads, 
bu^et  him  redd  p.  .do  dt  his  book,  waema  lie 

declares  Hinllcli,  that  dae  and 

he  would  have  indited  upon  us,  yea,  dirough  pi 

tending  ra-7/cavirc  ;  atli  he  avouid^uot  ^  J 

called  terfiadlon.  But  would  lU  .  uc  ,o  au  e.cl 
KimfelVp'^No  ■,  but  now  he  lives  ^ 
poveranieat,  where  he  cannot  exerciie  his  cim*  ^ 
and  he  hath  not  the  fwdrd  ^is  hand,  biu  is  m 
i  reftlefs  fpirit,  Who  grudgeth  at  the  hbci  y 
ethers,  and  cannot  be  content  with  ms  own. 
Again  they  mention  his  pica  mr  hoei  uy^agannb  ■ 
thebloddy  tenet  in  1652,  ann. lap,  ‘  Bm  u.  vsT. 
ufalUn  from  that  pka.  Who  no-v  dehreth  tue  ma- 
biftrates  to  perfechte  its,  &c.  and  itmuftnot  be 
called  perfcciitioii  neitliet,  is  nl  P.  200  ;  and 
rhany  things  We  Wduld  bring  out  of  his  former 
books,  which  would  render  hint  very^  uncertain 
but  we  Ciall  fdrbear  at  the  prefent,  and  leave  hiul 
to  the  Lord,  for  His  Hooks  declare  themlclves, 
what  He  laid  theni,  and  what  he  faitpnow;  buC 
the  reader  niay  fee  how  R.  W.  hath  invented, 

many  words  againft  us,  the  people  of  God 

in  fcorn  called  (idakers,  which  we  never  Ipoke  nor 

wrote.”  *  1  m  ■ 

They  refer  to  that  page,  from  one  end  to  tna 

other  of  their  book,  to  prove  Ir.rh  a  perfecup''  ; 

and  when  the  Magaalia  came  out  in  1702,  John 

Whiting  wrote  in  anfwer  the  next  year,  whereni 

he  faid'  of  the  author,  “  ite  comparp  Roger 

Wiliianis  to  a  vvlnd-mill,  that  by  bis  rapid  motion 

was  like  to  fet  the  whole  country  bn  hie— -ye» 

L  1  1  CQraiiicnas 

*Fox  p.  TO,  T I  Part  fccohd,  p.  2 t 2,^  In  p.  241,  and  24? 

fepsat  tkgir  rcfei'CQCCto  th4t  p^ge,  in  lik,c  maon^i* 
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commends  him  though  fuch  a  wind-mhl,  for  hz# 

S/J  that  habt; 

queflions  agamft  the of  zodti- 
zs  their  grea^  Cotton  called  };im,  M'as  anf#ere,d 
by  George  Fox  arid  John  Burnyeat,  in  anodzer 

ToSh"r^  ^r:^;^^[&^^^djire..brand  quenched."^' 
«:  “tridgmew  of  biK.„p. 

uUi  notes,  the  lame  year,  v^nd  againft  where- 

biflio^  had  mentioned  Mr.  Norton,  Grote  lavs-. 

us  IS  that  prieiF  Norton,  whomGotton  Mather’ 
la  his  late  luftory  of  New-England,  fo  much  clm: 
^.ends,  and  with  his  broths  in  iniquity,  iXa 

'  ,  could  extol  Mr.Cottori,  while- 

they  vented  their  refentment  againft  Mr.  Williams- 
a  ngh  rate  ;  and  by  thefe  means,  and  by  feme’ 
connectiori  witu  the  Coddington  family,  Mr.  Cal- 

hermon  ferupkd  to  own  him 
"  j  dedication  of  it,  ftt  Mr 

<;-^oddmgton  up  as  the  main  founder  and  fupporter 
o  tiiat  cOxOny.  Though  by  liis  papers,  I  find  hp- 
was  afterwards  convinced  of  his  error  herein  :  and 
let  us  HOW  examine  the  evidences  refered  to,  to' 
prove  thofe  dreadful  charges  againft  Mr. Williams.- 
f.  Mox  i  OM  does  not  reprefent  that  the  peonl-*’ 
were  weary  of  him  at  Plymouth;  bat  that  they 
were  oacicvvard  to  grant  his  requeftof  a  difmiffiote 
to  Salem,  though  their  elder  prevailed  with  them^ 
to  do  It ;  and  governor  Bradford  blefifcd'  God  for 
f  .e  good  eflecTs  of  his  miniftry  many  years  after* 
he  was  baniflied,  p.  2.  Like  thofehe  callsNc’-E*'. 

Biigland  pnefts,  Coddington  tries  to  draw  womens' 
i^ails,  and  mens  hats  arid  caps  over  people’s  eyes,- 

to- 

*  waiting  agamfl  xMa^cr/p.  55-,  56^ 

t  Mifhcpj  p, 
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to  prevent  a  juft  view  of  thofc  ;  Mr. 

bard  fpeaks  of  tliofe  vails,  as  the  firft  in  his 

account  of  the  caufes  of  Mr.  WUUams’sbanilhment, 
thou'^h  he  is  fo  honeft  as  to  let  us  know,  that  it 
was  Mr.  Skelton  who  introduced  the  cuitom  at 
Salem,  which  Mr.  Williams  only  concurred  with  ; 
and  governor  Hutchinfon  fhews,  that  Mr.^ 
had  fpoken  in  favor  of  that  mode  of  diets  lU 
land  ;  but  now  he  went  to  Salem,  and  pieached 
the  people  oot  of  conceit  of  it.  And  among  a 
Mr.  Williams’s  numerous  writings,  I  have  not  met 
with  any  thing  about  it ;  no,  nor  about  his  hat  01 
cap  though  in  the  MafTachiifett  records,  I  find^that 
the  year  before  they  baniflied  him,  when  Codaing- 
ton  was  both  a  magiftrate  and  their  treafiu  cr,  they 
fnade  a  law  againft  fup^rfluGiis  and  expenfivefajlotonsj 
wherein  they  prohibited  the  making  or  \vearing 
of  besiver  hats  upon  penalty  of  forfeiting  of  them 
if  they  did.  3.  As  iq  iht  crofs  in  the  military  co¬ 
lours,  which  Hutchinfon  alfo  names  as  a  fufficient 
ground  for  the  authority  to  take  hold  of  Mr. 
Williams,  it  i»  certain  from  Winthroj)  Hubbaid, 
and  the  colony  records,  tkat  the  aflembly  took 
hold  of  Eudicot  and  not  Williams  for  that  acb,  and 
put  him  out  of  all  office  for  one  year  therclor  ; 
and  the  Magnalia  allures  us,  that  the  fcruple  about 
tliat  Popilh  fign  prevailed  in  their  colony,  after 
Mr.  Williams  was  gone  out  of  it.*  4.  Upon  the 
affairs  of  the  patent,  Coddington  artfully  dips  in 
the  word  authority^  willing  with  his  friend  Cotton  j 
to  have  Williams  appear  as  a  rebel  againft  the  king. 
We  learn  from  governor  Winthrop,  that  Mr. 
Williams  firft  wrote  upon  that  fubjeci  at  Plymouth, 
and  ^ftcr  he  came  to  Salem,  the  court  called  for  4 
fopy  of  it,  which  he  granted  them,  and  then  neay 

I  Ppok  7,  p.  IXa 


I 
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<>.e  Giofe  of  1633,  %y  h34  him  before  them  ;  bui: 

■  fuch  latisfadion  about  it,  that  they 

tiiiiv.ilied  him  ;  yet  they  afterward  brought  in  iind 
re-^cxumincd  that  matter,  as  one  caufeof  his  baniftl 
iiicnt.*  y.  Ey  dic  foregoing  inuory,  the  rtadc?; 
inay  ice  wita  vyhat  giy,ce  die  Qtuikers  could  ac- 
cuie  Mr.  \Vi.'!iams  of  being  m'ercinary  or  hired 
for  money,  in  procuring  theihiitli  charter.  And  f 
find  that  wlicn  he  was  letting  ',,[1  upon  ‘  his  fecund 
agency,  to  get  Mr.  Ceddington’s  commiffion  re^ 
Vo&eJ,  hg,  on  Sept.  3,  1651,  fold  his  trading  houfs 
and  ulterefc  in  Narraganlet,  for  50I-  to  Mr.  Rich- 
arc!  Smith,  f  His  great  crime  fherefore^  was  his 
adyanemg  fuch  queftions  as  he  did,  agaf/}  the  powl 
et  ;  which  in  plain  ternrs,  was  a  power  to  frame  to 
themfelvcs  aj>oipel  and  a  Chriu  without  the  crofs, 
A  power  to  lufpend  obedience  to  what  they  lookecl 
upon  to  be  tputh  in  England,  and  to  compel  others 
to  their  judgments,  when  they  had  got  out  of  the 
prelates  jcach.  Tea,  a  power  to  coiitirm  andfup- 
poit  fuch  Corruptiqns  by  oaths,  both  'there  arid 
here.  P-  71.  '  ’ 

^Mj.  \A  illia&s  fays,  cafes  have  befallen  my« 
fell  in  the  chancery  in  England,  &c.  of  the  lofs  of 
great  lunis,  which  i  chole  to  bear  through  the 
Lord,  s  help,  rather  than  yield  to  the  fo) ivaiify  (^then 
and.  lull  in  u.fe)  in  God’s  w-orfliip,  though  1  otfered 
to  fwear  in  weighty  cafes,  by  the  name  of  God, 
as  in  the  prefence  of  God, '  and  to  atteft  or  cal! 
G''d  towitriefs  ;  and  tne judges  told  me  they  woulcl 
refi  in  niy  tellimony,  and  way  of  fwearing,  but 
they  could  not  clifpelife  with  me  without  an^ act  of 
parliameiu.”.|  ‘And’ in  the  face  of  all  their  re¬ 
proaches,  1  am  bold  in  it,  that  1  know  not  of  one 

'Ledoba  " 

*  Williams's  r.:ply  to  Cotton,  p.  277. 

f  Ne.vport  Records. 

I  Againfl  the  k^akers,  appendix  59,  Co: 
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Pedobaptift  or  Qnakcr,  tliat  f? and  °ftcad^ 

in  that  age,  wh>adedfo  ‘^^nfiftantly  and  ikadi 

iv  upon  right  principles  about 

iLrcy,  as  Mr.  William,  did  ;  neither  do  1  tmnl. 

dnac  they  had,  or  have  any  capfc  to  g^ory  oaep 
him  as  to  religion.  1  hough  Mp. 
fenced  it  as  a  mcev  freteme  iovlxim  „ 

government,  when  he  did  not  join  ful  y  v  ,  y 
ichurcii  that  was  then  extant,  yet  he  lep  les  • 
fiys,  “  The  injiitiit'ion  of  any  government  ana  o.r 
der  is  one  thing,  and  the  adminijlration 

/is«,  which  may  be  interrupted  and  echp  e  ,ii-  a 

ther.  '  Jeremiah  cQuldnot  rightly  have  been  juog- 
fd  a  pretender,  when  he  mourned  o^? 
mented  the  defolations  of  the  tcmplp,  pnet.s,  c  ^ 
ders,  altar  and  facrifices  ;  and  neither  he  no, 
Panic!,  nor  any  of  God’s  fervants,  could,  durmg 
the  defolation  and  captivity,  acKnowloug'- 


^emplc,  altar  or  facriiice  aright,  ^ 

face  of  the  earth, — Although' the  difciifior 
fatisfiedin  the  period  of  the  times,  and  tne  manner 
of  Chrift’s  glorious  appearing,  yet  \s\%Joul  uprig^  nj 

defires  to  fee  and  adore,  and  to  b® 
mailer  Cotton,  yea  to  the  leaft  of  the  di  cip  es 
Chrift,  for  any  coal  or  fpark  of  true  light,  among 
fo  many  falfe  and  pretended  candles  an^ 
flicks.”  Now  as  no  man  was  permitted  by  kzraj 
to  olficiate  as  a  prieft  at  Gpd’s  altar,  but  tho 
would  find  their  regijler  of  a  law’’ful  dekent  iOin 
Aaron,  and  the  church  had  been  tnrougU  a  nior^ 
terrible  captivity  in  myllical  Baby  Inn,  between 
^poftolic  age  and  that  we  are  upon,  than  tne 
had  in  Chaldea  •,  how  could  a  man,fo  hone^^.  2,^  Mr. 
Williams  was,  receive  any  man  to  admmuUr  uie 

pi'dinance  of  the  ftipper  to  him,  who  could  not 

produce 

^  Rjcplj  to  Cotton,  p. 
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“  p  of  iis/ucceffion  from  tho  apo, 

1  ^  know  of  no  other  4- 

to  4.U-  '^‘•ncr  cQDiutant  wav 

T  ouiicultv  {)u(-  f-Kjc  . 


Vf  rn  Tn  f--  1  ,  leed  of  Chrift  to  rro- 

^  cm  in  iiis  clinreli  lr^f■'■\  yttI-  “  i  ^ 

arimteed  rvithoot  gofpd  irldcorfo' “S' 

Wncd  “f  ‘''«M''-  Wiliiams  had  not  at° 

fey  otSo’n  ?'  ‘i*  P“«-  Bot  in 

came  tn  fl  *  miftake,  wlicm  he  liril 

of  tuSal‘fed“Soi:Sc,'St  S"® 

hd  fh  '^  ■  ^ecd,  and  oipraifin? 

P  for  wiiat  we  receive  ;  which  duties  oifgh/ to 

Cod  or  S  1 -In"  ■''“.’.’f  ?->■  “  '“ve  fe 

fiihifinnc  fi  ?  wnile  ti)e  revealed  in- 

fellowfluD^^v-^?^  fupper,  are  tokens  of 

mirdnrv^(-A  tiiercfore  cannot  be 

^  .  /A  Bom,  3, 20,  21.  an4 

W;fi-  '^'  r  '  j  ^  while,  Mr, 

VV iliiams  feemed  to  hniit  thrO-  f  T,-A  i-%,r3  r  J  ,  • 

f  .-Tr  M  It  is  alfo  wd!  known, 

rrh^n  .  JS  perfeSobut  that  the  beft  of 

-rpk'k  far  we 

j  ‘  ^  forbeaiance,  and  how  not,  has  not 

vf  tlJl"  enlightned  faints  j 

I  r  i  f  grand  crime  jn  the  view  of 

parties,  was  becaufe  he  would  not 
>ie.d  to  ^eir  ppwer  in  this  matter.  And  the  paf- 
ige  the  ^lakers  fo  often  appealed  to,  as  an  evi- 

ibllow's*^^  ^eing  a  bloody  perfecutor,  is  as 

■  An  author  had  faid,  f/.,e  Suaktrs  fpWlt  doth  teach 
ttm  to  honor  no  man.  Upon  which  Fo.x  faid. 
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That  is  a  lie  ;  for  it  teaclicth'  thesa  to'  have  ali 
^nen  in  eft eem  anti  to  honor  all  men  in  the  Lore!  y 
yet  they  arc  convinced  by  the  laav  as  tranfgrcffors 
if  they  rcfpecf  mens  pcffohs  as  you  do',  reply 
to  which  Mr.  W.  fays,  All  men  may  fee  how 
truly  they  honor  all  in  the  Lord,  and  what  Lord 
they  mean,  wlien  his  firft  word  to  his’  oppofite  is^ 
that  rnoft  provoking  termy  that  is  a  lie.  It  is  true 
that  Chrift  jefus  and  his  fervants,  ufed  ftilrp'  re-»' 
prools,  ftinilitudes,  &c.  but  thus  fuddenly  at  the 
firft  daft>  to  give  fire,  thoulyefi^  that  is  a  /;V,  &c. 
Shews  neither  religion  nor  civility,  but  barbarouT 
fpirit^  for  they  that  know  the  barbarians^  knov/ 
how  corhmon  that  word  is  in  all  their  mouth’s — » 
The  moft  Holy  and  only  Wife  knows  how  proud^ 
ly  and  fimply,  and  barbaroufly  they  haVe  ruii  into' 
uncivil  and  inhuman  behaviour  towards  all  their  ^ 
fuperiors,  the^cldeft  and  higiieft,  how  they  have' 
declared  by  principle  and  practice,  that  there  ar(^ 
ho  men'  to  be  refpefted  in  the  world  but  them- 
felvcs,  as  beingGod’s  and  Clirift’s.  It  is  true  our’ 
Englifti  bibles  and  grammar  (as  Fox  in  His  great- 
learning'  often  objects)’  makes  thou  to  a  llngle  per- 
jfon^  and  thou  in  holy  feriptureis  ufed  in  a  grave* 
and  refpeclive  way  unto  fuperiors,  unto  kinga  arid- 
patents,  and  God  himlelf.  But  i.  the  Hebrew* 
and  Greek  fignify  no'ihore  thou  than  you,  aridfb' 
may  be  truly  turned.  2.  Every  nation’,  every 
fiiire,  every  calling- have  their  particular  properti^^s' 
Or  idioms  of  fpeech,  which  are  improper  and  ridi-‘ 
culohs  with  others.  Hence  thcfeiimple  reformers- 
arc  extreamly  ridiculous  in  giving  thOu  and  thee 
to  every  body,  which  our  nation  commonly’ gives*' 
to  familiars  only  ;  and  they  are  infufierably  proud' 
and  contemptuous  unto  ?Ji  their  fuperiors  in  uftng- 
thou  to’ every  body,,  whiclr  our  Englilh  idiom  or 

propriety 
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propriety  of  fpeech,  ufeth  in  a  way  of  familiarity:- 
or  anger,  fcorn  and  contempt.  1  have  therefore 
puo  y  eclared  niyfelf,  that  a  due  and  moderate 
reitrarnt,  and  puniflring  of  thefe  incivilities  f  thou  eh 
pretending  confcience)  is  fo  far  from  perfccution  - 
(pr^Ci  y  fo  called)  that  it  is  a  duty  and  command 
of  God  unto  all  mankind,  fo-ft  in  families,  and 
tiience  into  al!  human  focietieg/^  * 

This  is  all  the  paffrge  in  his  whole  book  that’ 
fpeaks  in  favour  of  puniihing  C^akers  ;  and  com. 
pared  with  the  mftance  of  Norton’s  incivilities  to 
governor  i  lince  and  others,  and  obierving  that 
the  cmphcfies  lies  upon  their  of  ufing  thofe 

woicri,  the  reader  will  judge,  whether  a  moderate 
puniimng  or  the  fame,  h  any  ways  ihconfiflant  with 
Mr.  William’s  plea  for  liberty  againft  Mr.  Cotton.^ 
And  as  to  hf<.  practice,  we  learn  cxprelJly  that  the 
mftance  Seott  refers  to  at  Newport,  was  that  of 
airis  s  at  the  eleftion,'  in  xbje."  And  though  he 
and  Mr.  Coddington  fubmitted  to  Mr.  William’s’ 
^vernment  the  next  year,  (a  few  months  before* 
the  Quakers  arrived J  yet  after  that  they  and  others 
became  fo  fpiritual  as  to  refute  to  act  therein^ 
This  it  feems  caufed  Mr.  V/illiams  to  afk  Mr.  Cart- 
ivnght  what  they  fiiould  do  with  them,  which  in' 
theii  view  was  another  proof  of  Ms  pcrfecutinpf’* 
difpofition.  In’  1665  their  affeitibly  framed  an  em' 
gagment  to  the  government,  which  tliey  hoped^ 
thole  men  would  have  taken,  and  fo  have  come 
in  to  acl  with  them  again  ;  but  iu  March  1666' 
they  pleaded  that  they  could  not  in  conference  do' 
it,  and  prevailed  witlr  the  afl'embly  to  make  a  law, 
to  allow  thofe  who  pleaded,  that  they  could  not^ 
in  confcience  take  either  that  engagment,  nor  the 
oath  of  alliegence  in  England,  to  make  their  fubv 

anffion 


.  ^  Williams,  p.  19^,  2o@o 
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muTion  to  the  government,  either  before  the  court 
or  before  two  niigiftrates,  in  their  own  \yords,  in 
Head  of  any  that  others  could  frame  foi  tliCiii 
And  no  fooner  was  this  point  gained,  than  al 
the  election  in  May  eniliing,  they  got  in  a  Qiiaker 
deputy  governor,  and  three  inagiilrates  ;  two 
of  the  latter  being  Coddington  and  tiaiiis.  Hai- 
ris  was  in  the  fame  office  in  1667,  when  on  Jffiy 
he  procured  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  tne 
alTembly,  to  try  Mr.  Fenner,  (another  magiftrate) 
for  a  roict  which  Harris  charged  him  with  making 
in  Providence  on  June  3*  But  the  aifeinbiy  ac- 
quited  Fenner,  and  fined  Harris  50 1.  and  put  him 
out  Oi  office,  choofing  Stephen  Arnold  in  his  ftead* 
The  next  fall  he  Was  fined  10s.  for  breach  of  peacc,^ 
and  bound  to  his ‘good  behaviour*  Yet  he  had 
iniluence  enough  in  May  1668,  to  get  again  into 
the  maffidiiracy,  and  in  the  fall  to  have  his^ 
remitted.  He  Was  likewife  in  the  fame  office  in 
i66g  ;  and  as  ConnecFtcut  then  revived  their 
claim  to  the  Narraganfet  country,  he  eagerly 
turned  to  affift  them,  hoping  doubtlefs,  to  fliar<3 
largely  therein,  if  they  prevailed. 

It  feems  that  the  agents  who  procured  their 
charters,  agreed  that  fome  perfons  living  near  Mr« 
Smith’s  trading  houfe  in  Narniganfet,  fliouldhave 
liberty  to  choofe  which  gcveriiment  tlicy  would 
be  under  j  therefore  from  thence,  and  from  the 
words  of  Connecticut  charter,  they  (et  out  afrefh 
to  grafp  all  that  country  to  tiiemfelvcs*  And  for 
end  would  come  over  from  Stonington  and 
knock  VFefterlv  people  dos-m,  and  carry  them  oft 
to  goal,  and  perfifted  long  m  thofe  encroacliments 
agaihfl  yhe  remonltrances  of  the  authority  o£ 
Rhodedfland  coloayg  one  of  which  thv^y  fent  by* 

Mr,  John  Crandal  to  Hartford^  in  May  167U 

M  m  m  'I  he 
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Ihc  affembly  at  the  fame  time  made  choice  ofMf* 
Uarke  as  their  agent,  to  go  again  to  England  upon 
rte  affair  ;  though  after  repeated  applications  to 
...onneaicut  court,  fuch  a  profpect  appeared  of 
uaving  the  matter  fettled  by  treaty,  that  they  re* 
yoked  that  appointment  the  next  year.  'But 
llaiiis,  finding  that  the  King’s  words  in  their 
charter  had  moft  explicitly  fixed  Faucatuck  river 
as  the  bounds  betwixt  the  two  colonics,  openly 
attacked  the  validity  of  the  charter,  bocauf'e  there- 
an  the  King  had  granted  full  religious  liberty,  not-' 
ix:itlylanding  the  penal  {aivs  in  ^Emland  ;  ITpon 
which  Harris  declared,  “  Tiiat  the  King  cannot 
Qifpence  with  the  penal  laws  on  the  confciences  of  his 
fubjecis,  Papifls  or  Protefl  ants,  at  home  or  abroad  ” 
Their  rulers  then  were  Benedict  Arnold,  gover  nor 
John  Clarke,  deputy  governor^  John  Cranfton, 
John  Coggfhall,  James  Barker,  William  Carpenter, 
I’homas  Harris,  Pvoger  Williams,  William  Baul! 
lion,  John  Albro,  John  Green,  Benjamin  Smithy 
affiftants  ;  John  Sanford  recorder,  James  Roger*, 
general  Serjeant,  and  Jofeph  Tory,  attorney  gene¬ 
ral.  And  they  committed  Harris  to  prifbn  for 
denying  the  King’s  authority  and  prerogative. 
And  v.'hen  the  ailembly  met  at  Newport,  April  2,' 
1672,  he  prefented  a  petition  to  them  by  the  hand 
of  a  Qiiaker,  but,  beeaufe  not  directed  in  thofe 
words  w'hich  his  majefty,  in  his  gracious  charter 
hath  pleafsd  to  give'  the  title  unto  the  corpora¬ 
tion,’'  the  aff'embiy  voted  not  to  take  cognizance 
of  it.  *  At  their  election  the  next  month  they 
diofe  the  firft  Quaker  governor  they  ever  had  in 
that  colony;  and  Mr.  Williams  hys,  the  ^mkers 
fren^ailing,  Harris,  hy  their  means  gets  loofe.  f  d'licf© 
fads  I  have  earefully  coileded  from  their  colony 

records, 

*  Cckiny  Record*.  "t  WilUaMs,  p.  14,  206,  2«7, 
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records,  compared  with  Mr.  Williams  s  account  ; 
to  w'hich  they  rcturia  no  bcttei  anfwci  than  to 
fay,  It  is  like  he  doth  bcli6i  li.  as  he  Irath 
done  wi  ;  and,  for  thy  ftory  and  anger  againft 
William  Harris,  he  is  of  age  and  able  enough  to 
fpeak  for  hinifelf.”  * 

Fox  and  ocher  noted  teachers  of  theirs  were 
now  come  over,  and  gained  maviy  profe!)  tes  j 
upon  which  IMr.  '\^ilhams  went  to  a  general  meet-* 
ing  they  had  at  Newport,  and  began  to  pielent  to 
them  foroe  confidcratioiis  concerning  the  iiuc 
Chrift  and  the  falfe,  the  true  fpirit  and  the  falfe, 
but  fays,  I  was  cut  off  in  the  iniJji,  by  the  fuddea 
prayer  of  one,  and  linging  of  anotnei,  &c.  which 
is  afterward  explained  thus,  viz.  1  was  ilopt  by 
the  fudden  praying  of  tlie  governor’s  wife,  who 
alfo  told  me  of  her  aiking  her  hnfband  at  home, 
(meaning  Chrift  w'hich  I  had  touche  uixia)  I  rofc 
and  faid,  if  a  man  had  fo  alledgcd,  I  wxjuld  have 
anfwered  him  ;  but  I  would  not  countenance  the 
violation  of  God’s  order  fo  much  in 'making  a  re- 
ply  to  a  woman  in  public.  Hereupon  J.  Nicols 
liood  UP  and  faid,  in  Chiff  Jefus  neither  male  ncr 
female,  1  was  replying  to  him  and  to  J.  Burnyeats 
fpeech  concerning"  their  fpirit,  but  was  flopt  by 
BurviycaSs  fudden  falling  into  prayer,  and  difmif- 
ing  the  affembly.  I  rcfolved,  w'ith  God’s  help, 
to  be  patient  and  civil,  and  fo  ceafed,  not  feeing  a 
■wiilmgtiefs  in  them  for  me  Co  proceed  which  ex- 
perience-.  made  me  not  trouble  G.  Fox  and  the 
aftembly  at  Providence,  but  rat’ner  to  make  a  fair 
and  folemn  offer  of  a  difpute  aboutthefe  matters. ”f 
To  which  tlicy  anfwcr  and  fay,  “  So  here  thou 
mayeft  fce,it  was  thy  fpirit  that  was  cut'b'p  the  Ipiri^ 

«.» 

•  Fox,  p.  ;i,  229. 

J  Williiiois,  p.  2,  la.' 
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^f>  ’  f  !'';  ‘^'*l'efl  confujion  -,  and  thus  thou  iude, 

/■'vf  knr,<ujeji  not,  vdtli  thv  doting: 

*poiL  ror  the  true  Chrift  inew,  who  is  our 

A?-f'’'1  ' 

uvoji-ed  in  thee,  which. was  cut  off  by  the  fuirh  of 

prayer  and  the  fpirit  of  fmaing,  f/om  the  true 
ipu'it  of  Cluiff.’-*  u-e  true 

i  iius  each  party  call  their  o-wn  way  ords-/-,  but 
the  o-rder  and  decency  which  tlie  infpired  apoftie 
enjoineo  upon  the  church  of  Corinth,  concerned 
the  behaviour  pf  tbeir  women,  as  diairwuifhcd 
from  men  ;  their  women  who  had  hz^ands,  in  the 
p.ut  al  numoer,  who  had  each  a  diftinef  pait  to  xcT 
in  divine  worilup,  which  they  ought  to  know  and 
a-tenu  unto.  As  all  faints  are  one  in  Chrift,  there 
IS  uUl  Oiiw  iiufband  and  one  bride  ;  and  viewing; 
tnings  in  tnrs  diftincd;  light,  tends  both  to  purity 
ana  peace;  but  the  confounding  of  litcralwomen 
myftical  huftands,  has  often  produced  the 
giapes  at  Sodom  and  clufters  of  Gomorrah.  And 
umong  tae  many  inftances  of  the  C^iiakens  afum- 
ing  a  power  to  govern  the  feriptures,  inftrad-cf 
being  governed  by  them,  take  the  following. 

churches  in  Wales,  gathered  by  our 
_.i;  i.  ilu  and  otners,  pubhfiied  a  confeiuon  of 
tacir  faitn,  wherein  they  adopted  the  words  -of 

I  avid  in  i,  ']'o  which  Fox.  in  ^0^2 1 4. 

Ct  his  former  book  faid;  «  David  doth  n#fay, 
von  were  conceived  in  Jin,  but  I.  John  was  faiicTified 
^0111  the  w'omb,  and  the  fcrjpturcs  fpcak  of  cbiU 
dren  that  are  clean.  ^  And  fo  you  do  not  lp>cak  as. 
eioers  and  mdfengers  of  true  chiirch.es,  or.  men 
dividing  the  word  aright,  but  you  are  one  againff 
S.notiier,  though  you  are  all  againft  them  you  call 


p.  r/, 


\ 
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Quakers,  that  be  in  the  truth  ”  In 

f^s  Mr  Williams,  he  dilcovers  apung  frejumpt 

Zl  b/nrcer  fill -.oha 

h.natnrc  is.  *  To  which  they  reply  and  Ixy, 
‘‘^Paul  faith,  ^ 

am)  and  Chrift  liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  taat  I 
live^  in  the  flclh,  is  by  the  faith  of  the  Ion  of  Go  , 
&c.  is  not  the  faith  viclory  ?  and  thou  ^ 

and  ipeaking  of  cur  conditions  which  thou  art 
ignorant  o^  and'thy  own,  and  haft  abufca  botU 

the  fci'iptures  and  us.”  f 

U  lulv  1672,  Mr.  Williams  drew  up  fourteen 

propoVidons,  and  inclofed  them  in  a  letter  to  de¬ 
puty  governor  Cranfton,  whom  he  ftil«,  % 
friend,  for  him  to  deliver  them  to  Fox  or  Ins 
friends  ;  in  which  Mr.  Williams  propofed  a  fair 
dilbute  upon  tliofe  points  with  any  of  them, 
propofitions  to  be  handled  at  Newport,  and  the 
other  at  Providence,  on  the  days  they  Ihould  ap¬ 
point.  By  fome  means  the  matter  was  delayed 
till  Fox  had  failed  for  England  alter  which  John 
Stubs  lohn  Burnveat  and  William  Edmundlon, 
cntrcr’cd  in  the  affair,  and  with  them  Wiiliapis 
held  the  difpute  atNewport,  on  the  9th,  loth  and 
1 2th  of  Auguft,  and  at  Providence  the  17th. 
When  they  "began  at  Nevi^port,  he  pubhckly  de¬ 
clared  his  motives  to  be  thefe.  “  i.  Ine  vindicat¬ 
ing  HIS  moft  holy  name,  which  my  foul  faw  trod* 
de^  in  the  dirt  by  fatan  cloathed  in  Samuel  smana 
tie,  and  the  bright  garment  of  an  angel  of  light, 
w'iiichoncc  he  was,  but  pride  deceived  him.  2,  I 
had  in  my  eye  the  vindicating  this  colony  for  re¬ 
ceiving  fueh  perfons  whom  others  would  not  ; 
wc  fuller  for  their  fakes,  and  arc  accounted  their 

abettors 

*  Appendix,  p.'66,  67. 
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abettors,  that  therefore  too-ether  wi^?l  fi-i  • 
mentofeur  lib,rtks  which  the  God  f  Hef 
and  our  Knag’s  majefty  have  oracionh 

1  inight  give  a  public 

m  iueh  a  way  and  cxerrifr  1  Jnf  ^ 

^pon  Jdolb 

more  than  mott  in  the^colony,  !  ,„n  ,|f„« 
l^y,  5.  That  I  had  jt  xn  my  eye,  that  this  exerrhl 

in  many.”  * 

And  as  tacy  dwelt  fo  mucii  upon  tne  word  iLht 

and  upon  its  coming  mto  the  world  with  all  mar ' 
kind,  he  alked  them  in  public 

cendo?.  the  con. 

..paoDj  Or  at  the  bath,  or  when  elle  ^  whether  it 

was  m  ail  mankind  before  the  '-ominn-  *  1  ) 

ef  Chrift^  or  to  thofe  fi“:  t' 

SeSns  •  '''  ''[;^"^  ^“ding,  will,  memory' 

U}  ,  As  to  his  unlearned  quejiions,  whether  the 
light  coineth  into  mankind  at  the  conception,  or 
m  the  birth  or  when  elft  ?  we  leave  him  to  what 

hghteth  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  So 
It  IS  evident  all  are  ligutep  that  come  into  the 
world  ;  and  the  believers  W'itne/rcd  it  to  fhinc  in 
their  hearts  ;  and  Abraham  taw  Ins  light,  or  day; 
and  m  it  David  fa w  more  light,  which  was  before- 
Gnnkcame  in  thcfieth,  John  Ikith,  in  the  wi/ 

was  life,  and  the  life. 
men.”  I  Mr.  Williams  fays, 
ine  hinge  and  pinch  of  the  difference  lies  in 
the  oppohtion  which  the  quakers  make  againil 

the 

*  WiHiams,  p.  25,1$. 
t  VVilliami,  p.  jr-, 
t  Fos,  p.  32. 
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the  manhood  of  Chrift  Jcfus  to  bs  yet  extant 
Who  queftions  but  Chvift  Jefus,  as  the  fun  in  the 
Heavens,  influfeticeth  all  parts  of  the  world  irt 
iev'cral  refpectSj  and  nothing  is  hid  from  his  heat  i 
He  is  felt  in  che  brufed  reed  and  fmoaking  flax  % 
ia  the  poor  in  fpirit,  in  the  hungry  and  thiril;^ 
after  rin:hteoufoefs  ^  fometimes  in  the  hope  of 
glory  to  com€,  yca^  in  prefent  joy  unutterable  and 
glorious:  fometimes  the  "Lamb's  wife  is  vifibly 
aflcep  though  her  heart  wakes  ;  fometimes  flie 
alarmed  by  "his  knocking  and  is  flugiftily  unwilL 
ir<^  to  open  to  him  5  fometimes  fhe  nfes  and 
op^ns  but  he  is  gone,  and  fhe  feeks  for  him  by 
day  and  night  and  cannot  find  him.  But  fays  hc^^ 
The  Papifts,  Arminians  and  Quakers  are  one^ 
I.  As  to  the  pozoer  of  yiature  and  free  will  in  heavenly 
and  fpiritual  matters.  2.  As  to  the  Roofing  o£ 
true  faving  grace.  As  to  decision  and  predefli-^ 
nation  in  tirtie^  upon  obedience^  and  rejection,  and 
reprobation  upon  rebellion  and  difobedience^^-^Ac-o.  T-hc 
Quakers  are  brethren  with  the  Soclnians,  in  mak¬ 
ing  Chrift  a  type  fgure^  a  pattren  and  exatnpic 
how  chriftians  ought  to  walk;  not  that  the  blood 
W’’hich  h,e  flied  upon  the  crofs  at  Jcrufalem,  was  a 
fufficient  price  and  fattsfadiion  unto  God  for  thc' 
fins  of  the  whole  woiid."  *  To  which  they  favy 
This  is  like  the  reft  of  thy  falfe  charges  and 
Gcmparifons  ;  what  doft  thou  talk  of  eleStion  and 
predeftination,  &c.  when  thou  calleft  the  light  of 
Chrift  an  idol  for  thefe  are  rnyftries  to  thee^  w^hof 
art  not  come  to  take  heed  unto  the  light  that 
fliineth  in  a  dark  place.'’  f  See  2  Cor.  10,  1. 

His  laft  propofition  was,  that  their  fpirit  tended 
to  arbitrary  government  and  firery  perfccution  j 

upon 

*  WiUhtns,  p.  137  ;•  Appendi^c^  p.  $6* 
t  Fux,  p.  1>4y 
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upon  which  he  faid,  «  By  an  arbitrary  ^overnirent 
Ido  nountend  a  ruling  I,  io/IZcZii 

in  the  world  without  the  fuord. 
It  aroitrary.  1  faid  came  from  atbitrium,  which 
hgmnes  wiU  or  pleajure  :  and  fo  mv  argument  - 
tnat  perlpns  immediately  fpeaking' from  God  It 
IS  impertinent  and  profane  to  clog  and  cumbef 
taem  with  laws,  for  the  voice  of  God,  the  law  of 
laws,  proceeds  out  of  their  mouth,  than  which 
there  could  be  none  more  juft,  wife  or  hoiy~I 
told  them  I  rnuft  crave  their  patience  while  I  niuft 
piofefs  my  fears,  left  the  fpirit  by  which  they 
were  guided,  might  run  them -upon  their  own  and 
otners  temporal  deftructichi.  I  told  them  I 
thougnt  they  had  no  fiich  thing  in  their  eye  at 
present-,  out  if  power  of  the  fword  came  into 
their  hands,  it  v/as  eafy  to  imagine, that  whom  the 
fpirit  (imahable)  decreed  to  death,  pefant  or  prince 
if  it  weic  poffible,  he  muft  be  executed.”  *  To  ' 
this  they  fay,  Where  There  is  no  force  there  is  no 

tc'axox  Jiavery^  and  fuch  an  arbitrary  government 
no  body  Was  ever  afraid  of. — But  Roger,  doil 
^hou  no.  accufc  the  people  edied  Q^tiakers  of  hold- 
mg’,  that  they  are  acted  by  tlie  Ipirft  of  God.  and 
not  by  their  own  fpirits  .?  if  fo  it  is  the  arbitrium, 
or  wiil_  and  pleafure  of  their  God,  and  not  their 
ovva  wills  and  fpiiits  that They  are  aefted  by,  and 
what  harm  Is  this  tojuft  government?  or  how  doth 
this  fet  up  mens  wilUiid  powder  ?  O  thy  blindnefs! 
thy  darknefs  !  and  thy  confufion  !”  f 

hi  SI  then  iCjcied  tfiem  to  tlie  paifage  before  rc=» 
cited  about  the  magiftrates  fubjeL-iing  all  into  his 
hg/jt  \  and  clofed  that  head  with  oblcrviiip*,  that 
Chrift  fays,  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  fpeaketh,  and  afks  if  any  profeflbrs  of  the 

• ,  ■’  chriftiaa' 

*  Wuliaras,  pre34.  t  Fox.  p.  226, 
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chi-ifli:in  ni’-nc  except  PapiRs,  were  ever  fo  lharp 
and  cutting  v/ith  their  tongue,  as  they,  even  to 
kno'.vin?-  and  confdentioas  _  penons  . 
whence'he  queftions,  what  migivt  be  cxpecicd  it 
wliips,  fwords  and  halters  were  permitted  to  taU 
into  their  hands  ?  To  which  they  fay,  1  he 
tongues  cf  God’s  people  have  m  all  ages  been  as: 
a  fire  and  a  fword  to  the  wicked.— It  may  be  as 
rationally  queftioned  of  the  people  of  God  m  tniB 
age,  as  in  former  ages  ;  and  God  vcill  reckon  with 
thee,  thou  ungodly,  unjuft  mqn,  that  infinuate.c 
thefe  wicked  things  againft  a  fuffering,  as  well  as 
harmlefs  people  !  This  ipirit  thou  art- lead  by  in 
writing  againft  liSi  w'ould  Buau  Us,  as  it  lead 
ihy  forefathers  to  burn  the  mart  jets  in  Smithfieui 
for  ye  are  all  ot  Cain’s  race,  and  are  found  in  his 
fteps,  and  Ihall  have  Cain’s  reward,  if  you  repent 
not.”  *  This  was  their  Way  of  quenckng  ajire-^ 

it  1  d  fid 

Tue  Qutikc-fs  prevailed  lb  fafj  tllat  in  i6y  Miv 
Coddingtoii  was  governor,  and  Mr.  John  Eaftoti 
deputy  governor  ;  when  finding  that  their 

would  not  feCurc  them  againft  the  IndU 
ans,  they  out  ini  lit  ary  c^mrnijjlons under  their 
handt  and  feah  to  arm  both  vepls  garrlfinti 
acrainft  them,  f  Harris  was  again  choien  an  aiijft-* 
ant  in  the  yearsy  ],  74  and  76,  in  the  lad  of  which 
Mr.  S.  Hubbard  latd  in  a  letter  to  Bolton,  The 
Quakers  are  ftlll  upermoft  in  government  among 
us,  I  mean  in  outward  rule,  though  we  have  put 
cut  the  chief,  Mr.  John  Eaftoil,  from  being  de¬ 
puty,  and  now  major  John  Cranfton  is  deputy 
governor.’’  Mr.  Williams  book  came  out  iboa 
after,  and  at  tlieir  next  election,  May  2.  1677,  tiic 
Quakers  were  left  out  of  office;  and  on  June  eSp 

N  n  n  Mr. 

*  p,  231.  't  -1^  |©•>-^CoIoIly 
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Mr.  Coddington  wrote  the  forecitcd  letter  to  his 
friend  Fox  ;  which  larxs  may  enable  us  f-o  account 
for  the  ipirit  of  it.  Mr.  Williams  was  again  cho- 
fen  a  magiilratc,  but  cxcufed  himfclftrom  that 
fa’vice  ;  yet  he  wrote  thus  to  Providence,  viz. 
“  I  play  the  town  that  the  place  of  meeting  be 
certain,  and  fome  courfc  fettled  for  payment,  that 
the  Clerk  and  fcijeant  be  fatisHcd  according  to 
model  ation,  that  the  town  bufmefs  may  go  on 
'cheerfully,  that  the  buunefs  of  the  rate  (paid  by 
fo  many  airtady)  be  finiflied,  that  the  old  cuftom 
of  order  be  kept  in  our  meetings,  and  thofe  un¬ 
ruly  be  reproved,Gr  upon  obfianacy,  cafl:  out  from 
fober  and  freemens  company,  that  our  ancient  ufe 
of  arbitration  be  brought  into  efteem  again,  that 
(it  being  conftantly  reported  that  Connecticut 
upon  the  gaining  hiS  majefty’s  confent  to  enjlave 
iis  to  their  parijb  ^^Warjinp)  we  confider  what  we 

ought  to  do” 

A  Special  court  of  commiffiensrs  met  at  Pro- 
■vidence,  October  3,  1677,  procured  by  Harris  ; 
who  by  a  jury  gayc  his  party  five  verdicts  for 
land,  the  firft  of  which  was  againft  Gregory  Lex¬ 
ter.  Arthur  Fenner,  and  the  town  of  Providence, 
wherein  they  gave,  “  two  pounds  in  money  da¬ 
mage  and  coft  of  court ;  and  alfo  that  the  faid 
defendants  run  the  line  equally  between  Paw- 
tuxet  riv'er  and  Wenafquatucket  river,  till  they 
meet  with  a  thwart  line  from  the  head  of  Wenai* 

,  quatucket  river,  direflly  runing  to  Pawtuxe" 
river.”  *i'he  two  next  verdicts  gave  that  party 
30 1.  damages  in  each,  with  lands  further  fouth- 
vvard  ;  of  which  the  torvn  of  Warwick,  by  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Holden  and  Mr.  Greene,  gave  an 
account  two  years  after  to  the  King,  wherein 
they  mention  the  former  ill  treatment  they  had, 

met 


^  E  W-K  N  G  L  A  N  D.  4^7 

met  wit-h  at  Bofton,  and  reprefent,  that 

met  ^  ^  bv  the  arbitrary  conduft 

ot  the  neighbouring  colonics,  ^u^jth- 

riTjUiec  -It  It  in  December,  1675,  they  la),  with 
drew  thch  forces  from  us,  our  unguard. 

ed  Lowns  to  the  deRro);er,  whereby  ^he  ^wn  ^ 

Warwick  was  w'hoily  burnt,  P  g, 

goods  and  cattle  loft  and  confumed,  but  he  lives 
of  moll  of  us  referved  as  a  prey,  Supported  wath 
hone  that  yet  in  time  of  peace,  wc  might  he  cn- 
abW  to  rlbuiU  and  provide  for  out  dtftreM 
familiei  and  fucceeding  generations— But  t-tl.u* 
Warris  of  Pautuxet,  canie  over  m  *674,  ana 
claimed  land  in  Narraganfct  by  Indian  PU’c^*^ 
and  the  King  appointed  the  cafe  to  oe  heard  by 

commiflioners,  chofen  out  of  the 
of'New-England.  We  attended  time  and  place 

according  to  fummons,  but  the  major  pai  o  * 
commiffioners,  eleaed  out  ot  our  P|-of/<;d  ^ 
mortal  enemies,  out  voted  thofe  of  Rhode  H  a  ^  , 
granting  and  awarding  to  him  the  lands  bought 
and  improved  by  your  petitioners,  alfo  giving  him 
great  damages,  notwlthftanding  the  icftimony  of 
one  Mr.  Williams,  the  firft  Indian  purchaicr  of 
thofe  laq^s,  and  other  material  witHelies  ni  our 
behalf,  whereby  above  5000  acres  of  land  and 
medows,  belonging  to  the  poor  town  of  Warwick, 
and  parts  adjacent  are  taken  away,  and  we  prohi¬ 
bited  to  rebuild,  or  attem]^  any  thing  for  the  iup- 
port  of  our  dependances,”  and  fo  went  on  to  pi  ay 

for  relief,  p.  299*  ^  1  j  j.- 

Connecticut  in  the  mean  time  had  continu« 

ed  their  encroachments  upon  the  weft  part  of  that 

colony,  till  a  letter  was  obtained  froiu  the  King 

dated  July  9,  1679,  confirming  Rhodc-llland 

charter ;  upon  which  the  allembly  wrote  to  warn, 
'  *  theia 
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J^-U  iay^d  to  John  bnutli  Ot  Newport  atuoint 
.uo  iiugiih  atc  to  levy  three  ol  them,  ligned 

tbC^r  ?*!"'“'■  Soventor,‘'u. 

o  <-jarkc,  Arthur  Fenner  and  lohn 

o,i,,i  oj  d  aiuUants.  i5ut  this  not  latistj  inp-  Harris 

ih  r  l!r“VS“\‘“‘; 'i-IS  ■‘'■‘i  "  “I-.-  com: 

d  '  .  J  p  Hubbard  AVTote  to  his  cW]. 

'ntorn  n  ^  Fcbiuary  lollox^-in?, 

th  ZT  ^  tneni  ot  a  rumor  he  heard  of  LurniiT^ 

int;  the  Aing  s  province  off  by  itfclf  •  and 

dl'i-Nr"  gone  for  Oid-England, 

o,.^.ea*eu  at  cur  courts  act,  and  will  not  accept 

thougu  oflered  it  is  faicl,  to  be  Conncfticut  aS  V 

a  toi  ncy.  yod  can  have  Ahithophd’s  couidel  to 

d  ^id  to  hang  hi,nrelf.>’  Poo?  man  1  he  wa, 

tatvea  and  earned  into  Turkrfli  iiavery,  from 

wnence  ne  never  returned.  Ihus  ended  fhs  con- 

ttoveny  with  him,  whofe  firft  title  to  any  of  thofe 

44nds  was  a  free  gitt  from  Mr.  Wiliiams.  ^ 

-i  v/o  conhderations  have  moved  me  to  be  mush 

iatger  and  more  particular  upon  thefe  unhappy 

auan-s,  than  I  had  any  thoughts  of  at  fhfr.  Oiio 

IS,  tnat  harrangurs  have  often  been  made  fi  om 

puipits,  and  in  courts  of  juftice,  from  that  time 

to  ours,  upon  the  great  diforders  of  Rhode-lfland 

ooiony,  to  prove  that  an  eftablilfred  rdiiiion  by 

iiunian  laws  is  exceeding  necclTary  in  every  g-o- 

vcTument.  I  phought  it  duty,  therefore  to  give 

the  puuiic  a  fair  and  full  flate  of  thofe  faffs,  to 

enable 
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enable  them  to  judge  rightcoufly  concerning  fuch 
addreffes.  The  other  is,  that  1  might  plainly  dc- 
ted  and  expofe  the  pernicious  nature,  of  imagm- 
ino-  that  dominion  is  founded  in  grace,  or  that  re^ 
litnin  endows  the  iubjecds  of  it  with  a  right  to  ad 
as  lawarivers  and  judges  over  otheis.  n  t  ^  ^  * 
fcmbly  that  baniihed  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  101637, 
Mr.  Coddington  laid,  “  1  do  not  fee  any  clear 
witnefs  agaiuft  her  ;  and  you  know  it  is  a  rule  ot 
the  court,  that  no  man  may  be  a  judge  and  accu- 
fer  But  where  was  that  rule  when  he,  in 

his  letter  to  Fox,  afted  the  part  of  an  accufer,  wit¬ 
nefs  and  judge  agaiuft  Mr.  Williams,  e\cn  as  to 
the  in*ward  ttate  of  his  foul  !  with  ail  their  talk 
about  light,  Mr.  Cotton  formerly  (p.  159)  the 
Quakers  now,  acculed  Mr.  W  iliiams  of  counter¬ 
acting  his  own  principles  about  liberty  of  confei- 
cncc,  only  for  examining  and  bringing  to  light  the 
nature  of  their  priF^ciples  and  behaviour  \  and  the 
w^ord  of  truth  tells  us  what  light  that  is,  Mat.  6* 
^3*  Jt)hn  19,  21.  The  C^akers  have  had  a 
fame  among  many  for  honefty  and  liberty,  and 
far  be  it  from  me  to  detract  in  the  Icaft  irom  w  hat 
has  truly  been  among  them  of  that  nature  ;  and 
I  readily  grant  that  not  only  in  thofe  refpefts,  but 
alfo  in  their  moderation  in  drefs,  and  foiemnky 
in  worfliip,  (though  not  fingularity)  and  hofpi- 
tality  to  ftrangers  they  have  merited  high  com- 
mendatioa,  and  more  fo  for  their  zeal  againft  the 


ftavc-trade.  Yet  what  a  bondage  is  it  to  be  un¬ 


der  fuch  a  power  as  their  firft  leaders  aflumed  ? 
What  pope  ever  fpake  more  haughtily  than  to  lay. 
He  lives  in  a  peaceable  goveiminent,  but  is  in  a 
reftlefs  fpirit,  grudgeth  at  the  liberty  of  othrs, 

T  O  .  ,  ,  .  ,,11 


and  cannot  be  content  with  his  own 


only  be- 
eaufe 
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caufe  hcfought  in  2  peaceable  way  to  <^ifchaijrehis 
confctence  by  bearing  a  plain  againlt  what 

appeared  to  him  to  be  very  corrupt  and  dar  t  i- 
rous  r  And  what  fentence  was  ever  more  unjuft 
than  that  which  is  delivered  in  their  martyrbeok 
Grove  tells  us  the  firft  part  of  it  was  pubiihied  in 
J 66 1,  the  other  in  ^1667,  by  that  zmlous Jervant  of 
ibe  L  ord,  George  B:Jhcp.  He  lived  in  the  city  of 
Bnltol,  and  heintitled  liis  work,  “  New-Enoknd 
judged,  not  by  man’s,  but  the  I'pirit  of  the  Lord.” 
And  after  his  account  of  the  whipping  of  Hum* 
phrey  Norton  and  Deborah  Wilfon,  among  the 
reft,  he  reads  oh  his  fentence  thus — “  Whether 
they  will  hear  or  forbear,  they  fliall  know  that  his  * 
prophets  have  been  amongft  them.-— So,  fee  where 
you  are,  and  in  what  cafe,  ye  blood  thirffy  ene¬ 
mies  of  God  ;  ye  men  of  Eofton,  of  Plymouth,  pa¬ 
tent,  and  New-Haven  ;  ye  rulers  of  Sodom,  and 
inhabitants  of  Gomorrah,  who  arc  hardned’againft 
the  hour  of  your  viiitation  ;  whofe  day  is  over  ; 

in  the  blood  of  the  faints  of 
the  Moft  High  God,  to  wkom  blood  will  be  given,, 
for  ye  are  worthy  ;  the  Lord  will  come  upon  ye, 
you  that  put  his  day  afar  offj  and  fay,  he  delays 
his  corning  ;  I  fay,  He  will  come  vpsn  you,  in  a  day 
ttoat  yc  thuik  not  oj^,  and  in  an  hour  oj  which  ye  are 
not  aware  ;  and  ’un'd  cut  you  afunder,  and  appoint  you 
your  portion  with  hypocrites  and  finners  ;  and  ye  Jioall 
be  cajl  into  the  lake  that  bur  net  h  with  fire  and  brim- 
Jlone,  there  to  be  tonn^^nted  with  the  devil  and  his  an¬ 
gels,  which  is  the  fecoud  death,”  And  in  1703,  in 
the  margin  againlf  this  fentence,  Grove  faid,  hhis 


was  fuiflkd  in  the  Indian  wars,  zvherein  many  of  them 
‘ivert  cut  to  pieces.  * 

Now,  if  in  Fox’s  view  Mr.  Williams  difeovered 


*  Biliop,  p.  2o6,  207, 
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d  col 
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a  devilijh  Iplrlt,  in  telling  the  mimfter. 
to,  that  perhaps  fomc  of  thcnr  migh^^ir-j 
Pope  and  Mahomet  call  into  Lha. 
fpirt  did  this  great  writer  ot  rhers  o.- 
what  God  did  he  worihip,  li  this  leii 
mniedtatih  from  him  !  The  evident  reaxot, 
favourable  opinion  of  Mr  v^oaon  aouve  ..i, 
lecrae,  was  his  countenancing  the  power,  by  ^ 
mIs.  Hutchinfon  declared  that  ihc  iho,u!d  be 
vered,  and  the  court  ruined  with  their  poftenrn 
P  TO'’  A  eentlcraan  of  tnat  aiiembly  .^lU 
tMdhim  in  London,  that  the  hrd  never  any  grej.*: 
thin?  done  about  her,  bat  it  was  reveakd  to  her  be¬ 
fore  hand:  to  which  {he,  before  the  court  replied, 

I  fay  the  fame  thing  again.’-  And  how  was 
that  revelation  fulfilled  ?  w  hy  3ifhop  fays,  -oms 
cf  your  patents  endeavoured  to  get  Rhodc-iuana 
under  fome  of  your  governments,  which  occalion- 
ed  fomc  to  reniove  under  the  Duten,  where  Anne 
Hutchinfon,  and  her  fon  Francies,  and  W.  Gollm  s 
her  fon  in-laW,  with  others,  were  murdered  by  the 
tnrli>''s  *  th»erul’i  and  weight  of  whofc  blood  lies 

“C:  « '■  4“  -f '  K“F>'  “/  i'i 

honed  life-  and  geed  behaviour,  only  differing  from 
YOU ’a  ^  Sec  p.  1 1 8.  And  the  fo-h  legiflator  and 
captain  that  was  fiain  in  Philip’s  war  was  her  fon 
Edward,  who,  as  Biihop  tell’a  us,  entered  his  pro- 
teftatBofton,  in  1658,  againft  their  malpng  a  law’ 
to  baniih  (fakers  on  pain  of  death.  Neither  can  I 
learn  that  any  man  who  had  ever  been  an  affiitant; 
in  either  colony  was  then  llain  by  the  Indians, 
cxccotMr.  John  Wickes,  of  Warwick  who  had 
been  a  fuffei  er  with  Gorton  ;  he  was  then  hilled 

in  a  very  auvanced  age.  |  Put  all  thefe  things 

together 

*  M-rtT.  hift.  vo!.  2.  p.  510.  t  *hhop,  p.  225,  226. 

X  Cailctiier,  p.  93* 
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together  and  fliall  we  not  fay  with  Solomoa, 

crooked  cannot  be  made  draie  ht  t 
Mr.  Wilhams’s  r^cal  appeared  to  be  dirct^ed 
not  againft  the  perfon  of  any  nun,  but  only  asrainft 
tliwr  arors.^  In  the  preface  to  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Cotton  he  lays,  “  Since  it  plaafed  God  to  by  a 
cotnmand  upon  my  confciencc,  to  come  in  as  hu 
poor  witnefs  m  this  great  caufe,  I  rejoice  that  ie 
pieaied  nirn  to  appoint  to  able  and  excellent  an 
sm.rument  to  bolt  out  the  truth  to  the  bran  • 
Enough  I  can  humbly  fay  in  God’s  holy  prefcnce* 
It  is_miy  conftant  heavinefs  and  foul’s  grief  to  difJ 
Irom  any  fearing  God  ;  much  more  from  Mr. 
Cotton,  whom  I  have  ever  defired,  and  hill  defire 
highly  to  efteem,  and  dearly  to  refpecT:,  for  fo 
great  aportion  of  mercy  and  grace  vouchfafed  unto 
him,  and  fo  many  truths  of  Chrift  maintained  by 
him.  Therefore  (notwitliftanding  lomc  of  no 
common  judgment  and  refpeft  to  liim,  have  faid, 
he  wrote  his  waihings  of  the  bloody  tenet  in  blood 
againft  Chrift,  and  gall  againft  me,  yet)  if  upon  fo 
ilippery  and  narrow  a  pafllige,  I  have  fliptinto  any 
term  or  cxprefiion  unbefeeming  his  perlon,  or  the 
caule  of  the  Moft  High  in  hand,  I  humbly  crave 
pardon  of  God,  and  Mr.  Cotton  alfo.”  And 
though  he  could  not  by  the  like  of  the  chief 
teachers  among  the  (Quakers,  yet  he  faid,  “  Many 
truly  humble  fouls  may  be  captivated  ameng 
them. — And  many  of  the  Quakers  I  love  and 
honor.”  And  he  laid,  “  H«  tliat  Ihal!  ponder  the 


*  6  ^5^*  pidGc:>5  j^dvia  b  uaying  unaii^  Alia  s 

imprifoning  the  prophet,  Peter’s  ralh  ufing  the 
fword,  the  difciples  calling  for  fire  from  Heaven, 
fhall  fee  caufe  to  reprove  the  Quakers  for  their 
rafii  damning  of  others  from  whom  they  have 

fullc?ed.” 


{differed.’’''  But  when  they  came  to  anfwcr  him, 
they  were  fo  far  from  regarding  this  admohition, 
that  where  he  ipake  of  the  matter  of  the  clirihiaii 
churches,  viz.  true  converts  (tee  p.  144)  iaid  ill 
the  margin,  this  was,  and  I  hope  is,,  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  New-Englifn  churches  they  fpent 
three  pages  full  of  capitals  about  their  luflerings, 
to  prove'  that  it  could  not  be  fo,  and  atlaftfaid. 

So  it  is  clear,  you  that  have  deftroyed  mens 
lives,  are  not  of  God,  but  the  devild’  f  This  was 
the  temper  of  their  teachers  ;  but  of  others  the 
two  Eaiion’s  father  and  fon,  Walter  Clarke,  and 
Henry  Bull,  were  all  worthy  governors  of  that 
denomination,  and  I  find  Mn  S.  Hubbard  expreff- 
ing  a  confiderable  eiteem  alfd  for  Mr.  Cuddington 
after  his  death,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend.  Hdthcr 
have  1  found  one  rcfieclion  upon  his  perfonin  all 
Mr.  Williams’s  writings,  unlefs  a  plain  recital  of 
facts  may  be  fo  called. 

A  NSW  feet  came  out  from  among  the  Baptife 
about  this  time,  who  have  cau'bd  not  a  little  trou¬ 
ble  to  themfeives  and  others,  of  whom  i  hae  e  coH 
lectcd  the  following  brief  account,  chiefly  from 
the  letters  prefervccl  by  Mr.  Samuel  Hubbard.  lu 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1674,  the  family  of  Mr.. 
James  Rogers  of  New> London,  caUed  Mr.Crandal 
over  from  Wefteiiy,  who  preached  among  them, 
and  baptized  his  fons  John  and  Jamei,  and  an 
di#-n  named  japheth.  This  alarmed  the  other  de¬ 
nomination  and  Mr.  Bradftreet,  minif  er  at  New- 
Loudon,  faid  he  hoped  the  next  court  wx)uld  take 
a  courfc  with  them.  They  fent  to  New^poT  t,  and 
elder  Hifcox,  Mr.  Hubbard  and  his  ion  Clarke 
were  font  to  vifit  tlicm  in  March  1^75, 

O  o  o  Jonathan 

^  Williams,  p.  5,  25,  7*1^  17S., 

f  Fq^j,  p,  63^ 
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Jonathan  Rogers  was  alfo  baptized,  and  all  four  oj 
them  were  received  as  members  of  their  church, 
by  prayer  and  laying  on  of  hands.  Hcreupo* 
JohnRogers’sfather-in-law,  took  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  from  him  ;  and,  upon  her  complaints  againft 
him,  he  was  carried  before  their  deputy  governor, 
and  committed  to  Hartford  goal,  from  whence  he 
wrote  to  Mr. Hubbard  April  6,  1675.  Mow  Ion.? 
he  continued  there  I  do  not  find,  only  he  vifited 
the  church  at  Newport  the  next  September.  In 
September  18,  1676,  thofe  four  members  went 
with  a  boat,  and  brought  elder  Hifeox  and  Mr. 
Hubbard  to  New-London  again,  when  old  Mr. 
Rogers,  his  wife  and  daughter  were  all  baptized 
and  received  into  that  church  ;  whereupon  they 
were  called  before  the  magiflratc,  but  were  foon 
relcafed  ;  though  from  that  time  they  .began  to 
imprilon  the  Rogers’s  for  working  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  week.  And  \vhcn  Mr.  Hifeox  and  Mr. 
Hubbard  vifited  them  again,  and  held  worfliip 
with  them  two  miles  out  of  towm  on  their  fabbath 
Nov.  23,  1677,  and  Jofeph  Rogers’s  wife  had 
neiit  morning  given  them  a  fatisfying  account  of 
her  experiences,  John  mull  needs  have  them  go 
up  to  town  to  baptize  her  there*  Mr.  Hubbard 
oppofed  itj  but  John  carried  the  day  ;  and  while 
Mr.  Hifeox  was  preaching  at  town  the  conftable 
came  and  took  him,  and  they  all  went  before  the 
inagiftrate  ;  where  alfo  was  the  miniftcr,  Mr. 
Bradftrect,  who  had  much  to  fay,  about  the  good 
way  that  their  fathers  had fet  uf  Upon  \vhich 
Mr.  Hubbard,  obtaining  leave  to  fpcak,  faid,  You 
are  a  young  man,  but  1  am  an  old  planter  of  about 
forty  years,  ^  beginner  of  Conneciicut,  and  have 
been  perfecuted  for  my  confcience  from  this  co- 
lony^  and  1  can  affiue  yoU;  that  the  old  beginnen} 

Wfre 
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were  not  for  pcrfecution,  but  we  had  liberty  at 
firft.”  After  further  difeourfe  the  magidrate  laid. 
Could  you  not  do  it  elfe  when  f  “  A  good  anfwer, 
fays  Mr.  Hubbard  ;  and  fo  they  were  releafed  and 
went  to  Samuel  Rogers’s  houfe,  where  his  brother 
Tohn  puthimfclf  forward,  prayed,  and  then  went 
but  to  the  water  and  baptized  his  lifter  ;  upon 
which  Mr.  Hifeox  was  feized  again,  as  luppoling 
he  had  done  it,  but  John  came  before  the  magfo 
trace,  and  was  forward  to  rnake  known  his  act 
therein  5  fo  the  others  were  releafed  and  returned 

home.  .  . 

Jonathan  Rogers,  had  married  Naomi  dur- 

dick,  grand- daughter,  to  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  on 
March  a,  1678,  elder  Hifeox  baptized  her  at  Wef- 
terly,  together  with  James  Babcock,  George 
Laraphere,  and  two  others ;  and  on  the  5th  of  May 
following  Jofeph  Clarke  wrote  fi’om  thence  to  his 
father  Hubbard,  that  John  and  James  Rogers  wdth 
their  father  were  in  prifon  ;  having  previoully  ex¬ 
communicated  Jonathan,  chiefly  becairfe  he  did 
not  retain  their  judgment,  of  the  unlawfulnefs  of 
uftng  medicines,nor  accufe  himlelf  before  authori¬ 
ty^  for  working  on  the  firft  day  of  the  weeK. 
Hereupon  the  church  at  Newport,  fent  meffen- 
gers  to  New-London  about  this  matter,  who  re¬ 
ported  on  their  return  that,  “  a  pracftice  v/as  ftart- 
ed  up,  (out  q.f  confeie-nce)  that  bccauie  the  world, 
yea,  moft  profeflbrs,  pray  in  their  families  morn¬ 
ings  and  nights,  and  before  meats  and  alter,  in  a 
cuTfomary  way,  therefore  to  forbear  prayer  in  their 
families  or  at  meats  publickly,  except  fome  are 
lead  forth  upon  fome  fpscialoccafton  ;  faying,  they 
find  no  command  in  the  word  of  God  for  it.” 
About  this  time,  elder  Hifeox’s  church  received 
jetfors  froui  Dr,  Chamberlain,  whereof  one 
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dMcd  to  their  church,  he  being  of  the  fame 

tait.i  aud  order  with  them,  the  other  was  directed 
as  tollows. 

“  Peter  Chamberlain,  fenlor,  Boclor  of 
both  univerfities,  and  firll  and  eldeft  phyfician  in 
oramary  to  his  majefty’s  perfon,  according  to  the 
wond,  but  according  to  grace,  a  fervant  ot  the 
N^  OiCi  Oi  (xod  ;  to  the  excellent  and  noble  nover- 
nor  of  New-England  y  grace,  mercy,  peace  and 

t’  fatiipr,  and  from  our  Lo^d 

Jetus  C'hrdt  ;  praying  for  you,  that  you  may 

abound  iii  heavenly  graces  and  temporai  comforts, 

1  have  aiw  ays  had  a  love  to  the  intended  purity 
sndunlpntted^doctiine  of  New-Engiand  ;  forM'r. 
Cotton  was  of  the  lame  college  and  iiniverfity,  of 
^unanue!  in  Cambridge,  as  1  veas,  and  fo  Was 
iVir.  Juooker  and  others  with  wliom  we  were  a>l 
conteinporary  ;  ana  1  never  knew  them,  but  of  a 
holy  iite  and  converfation.  1  alfo  knew  t'olonei 
Humfrey,  fir  Pvichard  Saltonftail  and  Mr.Peteri, 
who  were  of  note  among  you,  and  fir  Henry 
Vane,  who  all  had  forne  fhare  in  the  foundation 
of  your  government.  But  certainly  the  firft  in- 
tendons  were  never  to  debar  the  truths  of  ferip- 
ture,  and  liberty  of  confcience  guided  thereby  ; 
but  to  fupprefs  fin  and  idolatry,  and  prevent  all 
the  adulteries  of  FtCMue,  to  wdioni  all  things  are 
lawful,  clpecially  lies  in  hipocrify,  to  promote 
their  molt  damnable  docWincs,  covetcous  fuper- 
iiitions,  and  blafphemous  fupreniacy.  Jt  is  great 
w’iiclom  to  fupprefs  fin,  but  not  opprefs  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  a  good  conicicncc  ;  and  whilft  men  grant 
t  ^  1  cicnce  not  to  admit  liberty  of  fin. 
All  inagiih-ates  have  not  attained  to  this  wifdom* 
clfe  England  had  been  long  fince  freed  from  po- 
fieiy  and  perjury,  Whatioever  is  againft  the  ter^ 

coninuadments 
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commandments  ii  fin.  Rom.  3,  20.  i.  Joha  3,  4- 
and  he  that  finneth  in  one  point  is  guilty  of  a  , 
becaufe  he  that  Ipake  one  word  of  them  fpake  all, 
and  he  added  no  more.  Jam.  2,  10,  i  i.Exo.  20,  i. 
While  Moles  and  Solomon  caution  men,  10  much 
againft  adding  to,  or  taking  fromDeut.  4.  2.  Prov. 

^o,c,6,  andfodoththebelovedapoftlc,Rev.2  2  18, 

I  Q,what£hall  we  fiiy  of  thole  that  take  away  of  thole 
ten  words,  or  thofe  that  make  them  void,  and  teach 
men  fo  ?  Nay,  they  dare  give  the  lie  to  Jehovah,  ■ 
and  makejefus  Chrift  not  only  a  breaker  of  thela^v, 
but  the  very  author  of  fin  in  otheis,  alfo  cauhn^ 
them  to  break  them.  Hath  not  the  little  horn 
played  his  part  luftily  in  this,  and  worn  out  the 
liints  of  the  Moft  High,  fo  that  they  become  little 
liorn  men  alfo  !  It  you  are  pleafed  to  enquire 
about  thefc  thing-S  and  to  require  any  inilances  or 
informations,  be  pleafed  by  your  letteis  to  com- 
mand  it  from  your  humble  fervant  in  the  Lord. 

Jefus  Chiift.  Peter  Chamberlain^^, 

Ma/?  worthy  Governor,  Sep.  i,  1677* 

Gipies  hereof  were  fent  to  thofe  whom  it  was 
direefed  to  j  and  the  church  lent  a  letter  tlieic- 
with  to  Connecd:icut,  from  whence  this  anfwer 
wall  returned. 

Hartford,  8,  8,  78. 

“Friends  of  New'port  on  Rhode-lfland,  Wil¬ 
liam  Hifcox,  &c.  yours  of  9,  4,  78,  was  received 
the  7th  inllant,  with  one  enclofed  from  another 
Peter  Chamberlain,  fenior.  The  advice  in  both 
ic  readily  complied  withal  and  thankfully  accept¬ 
ed.  To  be  minded  of  any  parts  of  the  feriptures 
of  truth  is  greatfully  received,  and  were  it  not 
fora  reducing  devil,  and  a  deceitful  heart,  they 
would  be  a  rule  of  life  unto  all  tkat  have  fenfeS 

excrcifcd 
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application  there, 
W- '  yojirldvcs  or  dut  worthy  gentleman 
ii-Und,  or  who  or  what  he  refers  to,  is  not  fo 
^ify  co  guefs  at.  We  have  of  late  had  to  deal  with 
,  ixogers  and  ms  of  N ew-London,  towards  wl)om  the 
autuoiaty  have  ftewn  all  condefeenfion  imarina- 
e  toils;  that  if  they  would  forbear  to  otfend 
our^comciences,  we  fliould  indulge  them  in  their 
peri wafion,  ^  and  give  _ them  no  offence  in  the  fc, 
%  entxi  day,  in  'worfhiping  God  by  thcmfelves  We 
may  doubt  (if  they  governors  in  our  head 
tney  would  tell  us,  that  their  confcienccs  would 
not  lufier  them  to  givm  us  fo  much  liberty  ;  but 
taat  the)-  inuft  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth,  and  beat 
oown  idolatry,  as  the  old  good  kings  did  in  ferip. 
ture  ;  they  judging  fo  of  our  Lord’s  day  wor- 
laiping.^  ^  It  may  be  that  your  counfel  may  be 
more  taxing  with_  them,  to  make  them  forbear, 
than  ours|^  whjekis  all  at  prefent,  with  rcfpecls, 
From  yout  friend  and  fervant  in  Chrift. 

.  ~  William  Leete.” 

i  HE  Ciiurch  repeatedly  fent  and  labored  with 
them  but  to  little  cffecT  Mr.  Gibfon  went  and 
lived  and  preached  a  while  among  them  at  New-- 
London  ;  but  Mr.  Hubbard  w-rote  to  their  ao-ed 
brother  Thorton  (who  had  removed  from  N^w-- 
port  to  Providence)  on  Nor-.  8,  1679,  informing 
ium  of  his  late  vifit  to  that  people,  when  he  found 
that  old  Mr.  Rogers,  had  the  ■w-hce!  of  a  loaded 
cart  rvent  over  jiis  leg  a  little  below  his  knee, 
bruifing  it  much,  and  had  been  fo  fix  weeks,  but 
now  could  move  it  :  their  judgment  is  not  to  ufe 
any  means.”  And  faid  he,  “  pray  remember  iny 
refpecls  to  Mr.  Roger  Williams  ;  I  fliould  be  glad 
to  hear  of  him  and  his  rvife  a  great  reljieft  to 
whom  was  fljcwc  in  aJl  their  letters  as  long  as  he 

lived. 
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lived.  But  on  June  7,  1 685,  Mr. 

to  Mr.  Henry  Reeve  of  Jamaica, 

him  that  mclTengcrs  were  then  gone  froni  tliier 

church  to  New-London,  “  to  declare  agamft  two 

or  more  of  them  that  were  of  us,  who  arc  dccuned 

to  Quakcrifin,  I  might  fay  more  •,  ctf  whom  be 

thou  aware,  for  by  their  f 

vel  by  land  and  fea  to  make  duciplcs,  mrr> 

ones  too.  Their  names  are  John  and  James  P-o-» 

*rb«-;roceeded  a 

continued  to  this  day,  who  from 

have  been  called  lloGERENES.  In  their  dialctt, 

and  many  other  things,  they  have  been  like  the 

'  .  .1  •  i _ 3  4-U.r-wT-.irYK  fn^^r 


retainea  tne  external  uie  oi  ' 

and  have  been  fingular  in  refufmg  the  tife  ofmeanb 
and  medicines  for  their  bodies.  Their  greateft 
zeal  has  been  difeovered  going  from  meeting  to 
meetine,  and  from  town  to  town,  as  far  as  Mor- 
wich  and  Lebanon,  (the  one  14,  the  other  24 
miles)  to  teftify  againft  hireling  teachers, and  againlt 
keeping  the  firft  day  of  the  week  as  a  fabbath, 
which  they  call  the  idol-fabbath.  And  when  the 
authority  have  taken  them  up  and  fined  them  y 
therefor^  and  have  fometimes  whipt  them  loi 
fufing  to  pay  it,  they  havefoou  publilhcd  accounts 
of  all  fuch  perfecutions^  which  has  been  the  very 
means  of  keeping  their  fed  alive.  When  the  fmalk 
pox  was  very  terrible  in  Bofton,  in  jyzi^  and 
great  fear  of  it  was  difeovered  in  the  country  John 
Bogers  their  founder,  was  confident  he  could  go 
in  wTicre  it  v/as  and  not  catch  it  ;  and  to  prove 
his  faith,  went  loo  miles  to  Bofton,  but  catched 
the  dittemper,  came  home  and  died  with  it,  and 
fcattertd  if  in  his  family  :  yet  fucceftprs  ftxU 
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kept  on  in  their  way.  So  late  down  as  i  yf,  -  fnm* 

P  tceso.  boai  ds  together  around  the  meetnur.houfe 
tn  Norwich  town,  as  well  as  delivered  mci^to 
the  woi  flnppers,  againft  their  keeping  of  theLord’s 
day.  But  as  the  rulers  had  learned  fo  much  wif 

rafnnnT  ^"fl/ciing  cither  fine,  or  corpa- 

they  have  ceafbd  from 
fuch  things  fince  in  a  great  meafure,  and  as  they 

_  never  were  a  large  fociety,  there  is  hope  of  a  true 
reformation  among  them.  Befides  thefe,  there 
have  been  fome  fabbatanan  baptifts  in  that  place 

not  a  diitmcl  chuixhv  ^ 

We  miift  now  return  to  our  baptift  fathers  at 
Lofon.  The  iberty  they  had  enjoyed,  with  a 
blefling  upon  the  mmiftry  of  Mr.  Miles  and  others 
lad  caiifed  mch  an  increafe  of  members,  that  in 
February  1677,  they  agreed  to  divide  into  two 
churches  ;  but  in  January  1678,  they  revoked  that 

them  a  meeting-houfe 

in  Bofton,  and  to  defer  the  affair  of  divichno-  till 
they  could  obtain  the  fettleracnt  of  an  able 

there.  They  firlf  nominated  Mr. 
Kuilell  foi  that  end,  and  then  talked  of  his  "oino* 
to  Swanzey  in  Mr.  Miles’s  room  ;  but  in  coIicIlu 
hon  Mr.  Miles  returned  to  his  old  flock,  and  Mr, 
KufTell  was  01  darned  their  paftdr  in  Bofton,  luly 
28,  1 679,  and  removed  there.  Before  which  time 
governor  LeVeret  was  deceafed,  and  Mr.  Brad- 
Ifreet  chofen  in  his  ftcad  ;  in  confequence  of  w'hich 
this  church  wrote  to  their  brethren  at  New^port 
the  25th  of  January  this  year,  thatleveral  of  their 
brethren  and  fiftens  had  been  called  to  court,  cen- 
lured,  fined  twenty  fliiliings  a  piece,  and  to  pay 

court 
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konvt  enlarges,  and  bthers  orii^  admbnigied  ^and 
io  pay  bdiTrt  iharges,  which  had  not  then  been 
pdid;  and  the  cohilabks  ,  were  ba^ward  to  make 
diilrefs  upon  them  it  they  codld  thift  u  ofl.  ^  Feb. 

9.  the  church  met,  hnd^  purchpd  ^their  iftecting- 
'hoiift;  with  the  land  it  was  built 
Squire, and  Ellis  Callendrr,  for  60I;  ;  aqd  they  rnet 
in  it  fdrworfliip  thd  iSthh  ./^hey  had  built  wrh 
fo  rfi-Jch  caiitidn  ndt  openly  to  call  it  by  ^  that 
hanie  lUl  it  was  done:  ,  they  had  b?eh  often  cen- 
iur^d  arid  reproached  %  meeiihgin  invcife  boufes_, 
bin  hdvy  fay,  fmee  we  have  for  out  convenience 
bbcained  a  0Bc  ho^.  bn  piirpofe  for  that_  ufe,  ^we 
ire  b'eOdirie  mbte  bften'hvt  thah  .before.  1  he 
leaders  bf  the  fociety  wefi  convented  before  th^ 
general  court  of  May  io,  who  not  finding  any  old 
law  to  fiiit  their  tiirh  then  ntfade  i  new  one,  itt 

thefe  words:  ;  ^  ..  . .  '  ■  .,v. 

“  It  is  ordered  by,  the  court  and  the  ;1uthorit|; 

hereof,  that  no  perioh  whatever,  without  the 
Corifeht  bf  the  freemen  of  the  town  where  they 
live,  firft  orderly  had,  in'd  obtained,  at  a  public 
irieeting  affenibled  for  that  end,  and  hcencs;  of 
the  county  Cohrt,  or  in  defeat  of  fucfi  cohfeht,  X 
licerice  by  the  fpebial  ordet  Of  the  generdl  ^  eburt, 
fliall  erect  or  make  uf(  of  ariy  Houfe  as  abpvefaid  j, 
and  hi  cafe  any  perioh  orperfons  fhall  be  eobvictea 
of  trarifgreffingthls  law',every  fuch  hodfe  Or  hb’ufes 
•whefeiri  fuch  pSffohs  fhalt  fo  ifieet  more  than  three 
finles,  with  the  liridwheikon  tilth  hoitfe  or  hOUfes 
flaad,  and  all  prtvate  ways  leadibg  thereto,  fhall- 
be  forfeited  to  the  ulc  bf  the  covtnty,  and  dirpofed 
6f  by  the  comity  trbeffarer,  by  file  or  demolhlungij 
ss  the  cOurC  that  gives  judgment  itt  the  Cafe  fhiiii’. 

■  ’d  F  p  p 

*  RufTclI,  p.  !©• 
t  Via  If*  Records* 
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How  different  is  this  from  the  above  lanraao-c 
of  governor  Lcete  ?  Exit  inftcad  of  feekinS  for 
pcriecution  as  Rogers  did,  this  peaceable  people 
refrained  from  meeting  in  their  own  houfe  for 
the  prefent,  waiting  to  fee  what  God  would  do 
for  them.  And  he  who  has  the  hearts  of  kings 
in  lus  hand,  moved  their  king  to  write  to  the  M^- 
lachufetts  rulers  on  July  24,  requiring  that  libertv 
oj  conjatnee  Ihould  be  allowed  to  all  proteftants  io 
as  they  might  not  be  difeountenaneed  from  fiiaring 
in  the  government,  much  lefs  that  no  fuch  good 
u  jects  of  his,  for  not  agreeing  in  the  congreva- 
tional  vyay,  Ihould  by  law,  “  be  fobieded  to  fina 
oxforfaturts  or  other  incapacities  for  the  fame; 
which  is  a  feverity  to  be  the  more  wondered  at* 
whereas  liberty  of  eonfcience  was  made  a  principle 
motive  for  your  firft  tranfportation  into  thofe 
parts.  ^  Deplorable  indeed  was  their  cafe  at  this 
t^ime-  1  heir  ail  was  in  great  danger,  for  doing 
lo  much  of  tnat  which  they  thought  Heaven 
.frowned  upon  them  for  not  doing  more  of  ;  and 
at  w-as  evidently  the  twyo  errors  I  have  mentioned 
at  the  foot  of  p.  48,  which  brought  them  into  this 
dilem-ma.  Mr,  William  Hubbard,  whom  I  have  fa 
often  quoted, who  was  a  miniffer  atipfwich,  preach, 
cd  at  their  eledion  in  Bofton  May  3,  1676  ;  and 
as  the  pcrmilhon  of  quaker  meetings  had  been  de. 
dard  by  many  minifters,  to  be  one  great  caufe  of 
God’sjudgments  then  upon  them,  which  had  Rirred 
tip  the  court  to  feverityiagainft  that  people, he  plain, 
ly  gave  his  mind  to  the  contrary  ;  and  that  pride 
and  worldly  raindednefs  were  the  greateft  evils 
then  among  them  :  yet  leaft  governor  Leveret  and 
his  court  Ihould  be  too  favorable  to  the  baptills^ 
he  in  his  dedication  of  that  fermon  to  them,  p.  5, 


5  Mif,  hi*.  Tcl.  3,  p,  320, 


laid 
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fald  “  If  he  were  not  much  miftakra  who  faid 
it  is^ morally  impollible  to  rivit  the  chnftian  re  1- 
gion  into  the  b^^dy  of  a  nation  without  IwP" 

tifm,  by  proportion  it  will  as  neceflarily  fo  , 
that  the^ ncgleft  or  difufc  thereof,  will  as  dir^aiy 
tend  to  rooht  out  "  And  Dr.  Tncreafe  ddalher 
who  yielded  to  Mr.  Mitchcl’s  reafomngs  about  the 
halfway  covenant,  and  took  the  lead  anmng 
MalTachufetts  minifters  after  his  death,  he  in  that 
capacity  now  moved  the  aflembiy  to  convene, 
what  they  called  The  reforming  Jynod.  Fnlt  tucy 
kept  a  general  fall  in  their  churches,  and  then  tlie 

fynodmetat  Bofton,  Sept.  10,  1679,  to  anfwer 

thefe  two  Queftions.  ift*  hat  are  the  evtls  a 
have  provoked  the  Lord  to  bring  his  judgments  on 
NeW’England?  id.  What  is  to  be  done,  thatjh  theje 

evils  may  he  reformed  ?  "  ^  t  r  ^ 

They  had  not  gone  far  in  their  aniwer  betore 

they  faid,  »  men  have  fet  up  their  threftolds  ^ 
God’s  threfholds,  and  their  poft  by  Ins  poft. 
Quakers  are  falfe  worfliippers  ;  and  fuch  anabap- 
tijis  as  have  rifen  up  among  us,  in  oppoution  to 
the  churches  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  receiving  into  their 
fociety ,  thofe  that  have  been  for  fcandal  delivered 
unto  fatan ;  yea,  and  improving  thofe  as  adminiitra- 
tors  of  holy  things, who  have  been  (as  doth  appear) 
lUilly  under  cenfure,  do  no  better  than  fet  up  altai 
againft  the  Lord’s  altar.  Wherefore  it  muft  needs 
be  provoking  to  God,  if  thefc  things  be  not  duly 
and  fully  teftifyed  againft,  by  every  one  in  their 
feveral  capacities.”  Their  refult  was  approved  of 
by  the  general  court  on  Oct.  15,  who  commended 
it  to  all  their  churches,  ‘‘  enjoining  and  requiring 
all  perfons  in  their  refpeclive  capacities  to  a  care¬ 
ful  and  diligent  reformation  of  all  thofe  provoking 
evils  mentioned  therein,  according  to  the  true  in¬ 
tent  thereof;  that  fo  Uie  anger  aad  difpleafure  of 
*'  ■  '  “  •  .  Cod 
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manifefte^i,  might  be  Averted  i 
Sndhisfayour  and  bieffing  obtained/’"  ’  '  '■  ' 

lO 

■  P'-^,*"rr‘  ttryo  <1  ^‘Joeai  review  of  tiieir 

pa,  conduct  ;  and  they  fd,|nd’  that  among  apoul 
ggiuy  mernbern  that  they  had  r'eceivpd,  there 
^cre  bMC  tjyo  who  bad  been '  ccnlured  in  ihoie 
pther  churcnp  Mr.  iljpuld  and'  M/  Of:', 

bo,  ne,  of  whom  we  have  before  fpok’en)  one  of 

for  tuipuig  and  gpipg  a>yay,  when  in'fapts  were 

fr  la|l  and  joining  v  itlj 

the  bapttft,  and  refoang,  gffef  they  hid  prefepted 

him  to  epurr,  to  fetprn  to  the  other  hhiirch,  was 

cenfure  and  excommynicated  by  them/  ''  The 

p  nq,  vvOtS  bdr  Farnym.  H'ho  was  thV  pnly  dn^ 
t  mt  the  baptift  lud  receiyed,  ^fter  others'had  cafi 
blip  out  ;  which  was  flora,  the  porth'  church  ia 
Boften,  where  iMri/layp  and  Dr.Mather  wfs  mini. 
^7?:  haptifts  now  feat  and  obtained  copies 

of  the  proceedings  of  that  church 'agafoff  him; 
wdiereby  ir  appeared,  that  they  'wepe  in  the  height 

‘tv  the'fame  iponth  that 

theafoeinbly  disfranchifed  Gould  and  Ofoornc  for 

fonftKuting  that  baptift  church,  yiz. '  in  peftobef 

J065  ;  and  that  Farnum  got  his  temper  up,  and 

IP  fupdry  iuftances  fpake  and  aefted  very  unadvif.; 

edly  ; 

*  Magttal,^,  b,  J.  p.  87.  §(5.  I,  Matiier’s  life  p.  '8/.  Mr. 
Sioddard  informs  us  that  in  this  Synodthey  had  a  difpute  about 
perfons  giving,  a  relation  of  the  work  of  God's  foirit  uron  their 
bearts  in  ordefto  coming  to  bommunion.— The'refiilt  Was,  that 
they  batted  out  that  claufe~an'4  put  in"  the  room' of  it,  th^ 
making _  a  profedion  of  their  faith  and  reptntarice  ;  Snd  fo  I 
Woted  W  ith  the  reft,  and  am  of  the  f-’me  judgment  Aill.’’  That 
Is  a  profelfion  of  a'  faving  bhange  ftioiild'  iiot  be  required  befofe 
^ey  come  to  communion.  Stoddard’.s  appeal,  p.  *i.  WaithJ*' 

?  or  was  it  not  acoiacy  ?  ..  •» 

-j.x  '■s  "  ^  vv\y 
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cdly  ;  fqr  which  the  baptift  npV  reqvf^red  t6 
offer  fatisfaftioh  to  that  church,  before  they 
Would  cosjmunc  with  hipi  again.  This  he  ioofi 
after  did."  Mr. 'Willard  owns  that  he  offered  f 
confellion  tlicrcfor  both  orally  and  writing  5 
but  becaufe  He  refufed  tp  return  into  theii  ooni- 
inuiiion  they  fincere.  T^^ 

baptiils  fay  that  foirie  who  had  been  baptizet^ 
:>rnong  them  had 'afterward  been  refufed  com- 
munioh  by  the  other  churches,  when  they  had 
ciefired  ft.  To  which  Wjr.  Willard  fays,  They 
know  that  our  cHuf?Hes  Kaye  received  fome  that 
yvere  fcriipelous  alyput  infant  baptlfni,  \yhp  were 
Willing  to  carry  moffcnfiyely :  that  we  have  refufed 
fuch  as  were  fc-baptized  among  '  ■  .  .  . ' ' 

iiicate  anabaptifts,  is  true  hypQthctjcally,  viz.  ex¬ 
cept  they  wOuW  acknqwledgb  and  repent  of  ihaf 
a6l  ;  becaufe  no:  judge  it  foandalQUs.’^  ^  Upoi| 
which'  !  wQuld  only  ' rbmark,  that '  God  hys.He  'th^t 
douhteth  n  dammd  if  he  eat tjvit  the  lyiaffachufctts 
were  willing  to  adfoit  pcrfpns  to  fo?  ’with  fcruples:, 
but  excomrhunicatecl  fuch  a§  ppt  their /«//  petfua-: 
JiomhoMt  bap'ti'fm'intp,  praftiefe,  and  judged'  ^hofe 
not  to  be  finderc,  who  wpuld  not  repent  ofthai 
A'  letter  at  this  time,  to  their  goVcrnqr  deferves 
notice,  which  is  as  follows. 

Honored  SJr^ 

“  1  H4VE  often  beard  of  your  nanic  by  Col. 
Eyers,  whofe  firft  wife’s  name  was  Bradftrcet  ; 
and  the  charaefer  I  have  of  you,  if  you  were  her. 
Ion,  relates  yqu  a  wife  and  '  underfi:?mding  mam 
But  your  report  gives  you  as  though  feme  Lader- 
dales  counfeV  had  polleffcd  you,  which  fet  all  Scot¬ 
land  in  an  uproar.  God  is  wifer  than  man  ;  more 
juft  and  righteous  :  his  counfel  muft  ftand. 

'  were  ■ 

\  *  ‘w 

f  RuffelL  p.  10,  Willard,  p. 
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were  of  fmiting  your  brethren,  left  the  ecclehafti. 

cal  power  of  England  invade  you.  A  parliament 

IS  near  at  hand,  when  juft  grievances  will  be  pre.- 

vioully  refented  :  1  hope  there  fhall  be  none  dur- 

ing  your  goverment.  Sampfon  pluck’d  a  houfe 

on  iu§  head,  and  fell  in  it.  It  I  can  fei've  \ou 

jn  any  honorable  w'ay,  command  your  humble 
lervant, 

Petex  Chamberlain, 

HisMajeJlfs  phyfictan  inordinary  tohisRoyalFerfonJ^ 
Septembers,  1679, 

Mr.  Samuel  Hubbard  fometime  after  feat  a  let* 
^  copy  of  this  to  governor  Lecte,  to 
check  their  imprifoning  the  Rogers’s  at  New- 
London.  Notice  being  received  by  the  baptifts  in 
Bofton,^  of  the  king’s  letter  in  their  favor,  they 
rnet  again  in  their  houfe  ;  but  had  not  fo  done 
above  tour  times  before  the  court  met,  and  iflfued 
a  warrant  to  the  conftable  of  Bofton,  requiring 
him,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  forthwith  to  fum* 
raons  Philip  Squire,  Ihomas  Skinner  and  Mr. 
DriuKer,  to  make  their  appearance  before  the 
coui  t  of  afllftants  now  htting,  haring  liberty  to 
bring  with  them  three  or  four  more  of  their 
friends,  to  give  an  account  of  their  breach  of  th^ 
law  in  creding  a  meeting-houfe,  and  that  they 
appear  at  three  of  the  clock  this  inftant,  5th 
March  1680.”  Phey  appeared  accordingly,  and 
the  court  required  a  pofitive  anfwer  to  the  quefti- 
on,  whether  they  would  engage,  either  for  the 
whole  fociety,  or  for  thcmfelves  in  particular,  to 
defift  from  meeting  in  faid  houfe  till  the  next  ge¬ 
neral  court  1  hey  faid  they  were  not  prepared  to 
anfwer  it,  afid  defired  time  to  confult  their  bre¬ 
thren*  IPis  was  then  denied  them,  but  upon  re¬ 
newing  the  rcquelt  next  morning,  they  were  al¬ 
lowed  . 
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lowed  fo  much  time  as  from  Saturday  till  Mon^ 
The  church  met  on  Mondi^y.j  and  prcfentecl 

the  following  addreis,  viz. 

To  the  honorable  the  governoT  and  magi- 
ftrates  now  affembled  at  Bolton,  at  the  court  of 
alTiftants  the  8th  of  March  i6$o,  the  petition  and 
declaration  of  the  fociety  of  people  commonly 
known  or  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  baptills^ 
rcfidtng  in  and  about  Bofton,  humbly  flieweth. 

In  prinium,  that  whereas  the  only  wife  God^ 
having  by  his  providence  led  bs  into  that  ordec 
and  way  of  the  gofpel  of  gathering  into  church 
fellowfhip,  we  do  hereby  confefs,  that  what  wc 
did  was  not  out  of  oppofition  to, or  contempt  ot  the 
churches  of  Chrift  in  New-England,  but  in  a  holy 
imitation  mcerly  for  the  better  enjoymefit  of  the 
liberty  of  our  confciences,  the  great  motive  to 
their  removal  at  firft  into  this  wildcrnefa  2.  That 
the  building  a  convenient  place  for  our  pubKe 
church  affembly,  w^as  not  thought  of  affronting: 
authority,  there  being  no  law  in  the  country 
againft  any  fuch  praftice  at  the  eredling  of  this 
houfe,  and  did  therefore  think  as  the  apoftle  faitby 
where  there  Is  no  laia^  there  is  no  tranfgrejfion.  The 
diftates  of  nature,  or  common  prudence  belonging: 
to  mankind,  and  the  example  or  practice  of  the 
country  throughout  lead  to  the  feeking  of  this 
convenience.  3.  There  being  a  law  made  in  May 
laft  againft  meeting  in  the  place  built,  we  fub* 
mitted  to  the  fame,  until  we  folly  underftood  by 
letters  from  feveral  in  London,  that  it  was  his 
inajefty’s  pleafure  and  command  (the  common 
fuperfedus  to  all  corporation  laws  in  the  Englifli 
nation,  that  have  not  the  royal  alfent  *)  that  we 

fliould 

^  Their  charter  w^s  originally  <^efigned  for  a  corporation  ictEng- 
land,  to  be  exec  ited  only  by  a  deputation  in  this  country^  as  the 
Kings  obf^rves  in  the  letter  ic/crei  to  Mall,  hiib  voL  3.p.  519. 
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ikould  enjoy  liberty  bf  oiir  rricetines  in  tlib  man, 
ner  as  other  of  his  proteftant  fubjeas  ;  and  the 
general  court  at  tHeir  lalf  meeting  not  having 
voted  a  non-conCurrencfe.  4.  As  therefore  the  two 
tubes  4nid  half  did  Kunibly  arid  meekly  vindicate 
themfelves,'  upon  the  ercalng  of  their  iltar,  when 
challanged  for  it  b^  Eleazer,  and  the  mcffenger* 
of  the  ten  tubes,  fo  do'  we  hereby  confefs  in  like 
manner,  that  we  have,  nbt  defigned  by  this  aft 
any  coritempf  of  authority,  nor  any ,  departing 
from'  the,  living  Qad.'  or  Ghorches  ,of  his  worflii^ 

•  t/v  Lorfi  God  bf  gods  he  kimvs  it,  jofhu'a  xx.ii,  22. 
I  hough  it  be  otir  Jot,  with  the  apoilles,  in  the' 
way  that  fdme  call  herefy  to  to  worfliip  the  God 
ofour.fa'thers..  Yduf  petitioners  therefore,  having 
ho  defign  againlj;  the  peace  of  this  place,  but  being 
Hill  33  ready  as  evef  td^  Hazard  o'ur  lives  for.  the 
defence  of  the  people  of  God  here,  do  humbly  re- 
.  ^'ucil  that  this  our  pi  ofellipri  and  declaration  may’ 
find  acceptance  with  tin's  hopprable  coart,  as  that 
of  the  two  fribes'.dM  with  Eleazerj  and  that  wc 
may  ftill,  tbrough  your  alloM'ance  and  pfoteefion, 
enjoy  the  liberty  or  God’s  worlfrip,  in  fuch  placGS 
as  God  hath  a  fiord  ed  us,  which  will  greatly  o- 
blige  youf  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  humbly 
fo  pray.  ,  , 

bignCd  by  hs  in  the  name  and  with  the  cenfen^ 
of  the  churchii  .  ,  ,  ' 

ffaac  Hull,,,' 

John  Rufiell, 

Edward  Drinker, 

.  -  s'  .  ' 

,,  "  .  :  ,  I'hoinas  Skinner,’^ 

But  inflea'dof  having  any  cars, to  hear  thisloyai 
and  chriftian  addrefs,  their  marflial  was  fent,  and 
finding  their  gate  locked,  forced  his  way  through 
Alt.S'cjuirc’s  ground,  and  nailed  up  their  meeting. 

houfe 
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houfe  doors,  putting  a  paper  thereon  which  laid, 
«  All  perlbns  are  to  take  notice,  chat  by  order 
of  the  court  the  doors  of  tins  houl'e  arc  Ihut  upy 
and  that' they  arc  inhibited  to  hold  any  meeting 
therein,  or  to  open  the  doors  tiicreot,  withotic 
licenfe  from  authority,  till  the  general  court  take 
further  order,  as  they  will  anlwer  the  coiitiawy  aC 
their  peril. 

Dated  in  Bofton,  8th  March,  1680, 

By  order  of  the  council, 

Edward  R-awson,  fec’rv.’^ 

The  Baptifts  required  a  copy  of  the  Marihars 
warrant,  but  he  refufed  it  ;  they  then  went  to  the 
fecretaiy  for  one,  who  plainly  told  them,  he 
was  not  to  let  them  have  any/^  They  met  the 
next  Lord’s-day  in  their  yard,  and  in  the  week 
enfuim^  prepared  a  flied  therein  for  the  purpofe  5 
but  when  they  came  together  the  fecond  Lord’s- 
day,  they  found  the  doors  open  ;  and  conhdering 
Ciy  they,  that  the  court  had  not  done  it  legally, 
and  that  we  were  denied  a  copy  of  the  conftables^ 
order  and  xMarfliars  warrant,  we  concluded  to  ga 
into  our  houfe,  it  being  our  own,  having  a  civil 
right  to  it.”  And  they  met  therein  tLU*  the  af- 
fembly  fat,  before  whom  they  were  cenvented  oa 
May  II.  When  they  gave  in  thefc  pleas,  i. 
The  houfe  was  our  own,  2.  It  was  built  before 
the  law  was  made,  therefore  no  tranigrelhon.  3. 
The  exprefs  will  and  plcafure  of  the  king,  that 
we  (hould  enjoy  our  liberty.  After  fome  debate 
of  the  matter  (in  which  we  met  with  feme  hard 
and  reviling  fpecches  from  lomc  of  them)  wc  were 
difmiffed  for  that  time.  Next  morning  we  piit 
up  a  humble  petition,  (being  blamed  by  forne  ia 
the  court  that  we  had  not  done  it  before)  that 
tliere  might  be  a  fufpenfion  of  any  proceedings 
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agiinft  u?.’*  The'fe  accounts  I  have  taken  from 
their  church  records  and  papers.  On  the  colony' 
records  under  May  19, 1  find  it  thus  written,  viz; 

“After  the  court  had  heard  their  anfwer  and 
plea,  peruTcdj  theif  petition  and  what  die  was 
produced,  the  parties  were  called  in,  the  Courts 
fentenco  in  the  nanae  of  the  court  was  publifhed 
to  them  ;  that  the  court  in  anlwer  to  their  petition 
judged  ic  rPset  arid  ordered,  that  the  petitioners 
fee  admo'nilhcd  by  the  prefent  honored  gov^ernor 
for  their  offence,  and  fo'  granted  them’  their  peti¬ 
tion,  fa  for  as  fo‘  forgive  them  their  offence  paft, 
hut  ftiil  prohibited  them  a's  a'  Ibciety  of  themfelves,' 
Or  joined  with  Others,  to  meet  in  that  public  place 
they  have  built,  or  any  public  houfe  except  fuch 
as  are  ailo'vved  by  lawful  authority  :  and  accord¬ 
ingly  the  goyerno'r  in  open  court  gave  them  their 
admonition.’* 

St  •  1  I  ^  t 

Dr.^  Mather  Had  publifficd  3  piece  the  proceed¬ 
ing  March,  intitled  dfofoe  right  of  infant  bap^ 
iifm^  containing  fortie  injurious  refleciions  upon 
this  people  ^  which,  with  others,  w'cre  briefly  an- 
fwered  in  Mr,  Ruflell’s  ha:fra’tive,  dated  from  Bof» 
ton,  the  20th  of  tlvrs^  month,  with  the  corifeht  of  the 
^>hole  churchy  and  fent  tb  London,  wdiere  Meff 'r^ 
-William-  Kiffens  Daniel  Dyke,  William'  Collins, 
Hanferd  Khol!y.l,  John  Harris  and  Nehefoiah' Cox,' 
noted  baptift  miniltcr,  wrote  a  preface  to  it,  ib. 
wdiich  they  fay,  As  for  our  brethren  of  the 
e:ohgfegational  way  in  Old-Englahd,  both  their' 
principles  and  praftice  do  .equally  plead  for  our 
iiberties  as  for  their  own  •  and  it  feems  ftrange 
that  fuch  of  the  fame  way  in  New-England,  yea, 
even  fach  (a  generation  not  yet  extihef,  or  the 
%’'cry  next  fucceffors  of  them)  who  with  liberal 
^ftates  chofe  rather  to  depart  from  their  natire 

fohil 
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foil  into  a  wilder nefs,  than  be  under  the  itn. 
poiltion  and  lath  of  thofe,  who  upon_  religious 
pretences  took  delight  to  finite  their  tedow. 
fcrvancs,  Ihould  exercife  towards  others  the 
like  feverity  that  themfelvcs  with  fo  great  hazard 
and  hardihip  fought  to  avoid  ;  efpecially  conli- 
dtring  that  it  is  againft  their  brethren,  who  a- 
vowediy  profefs  and  appeal  to  the  lame  ru*e- with 
themfelves  for  their  guidance  in,  and  dccihoi.  oi 
all  matters  relating  to  the  worihip  of  God, and  the 
ordering  of  their  whole  converlation— f  or  one 
proteftant congregation  to  perlecutcanotherjw  hci  e 
there  is  no  pretence  to  infallibility  in  the  deciiion 
of  ail  controverlics,  feems  much  more  nnicalona® 
hie  than  the  cruelties  of  the  church  of  Rome  tO* 
wards  them  that  depart  frorp  their  fuperftitions  j 
and  if  prejudices  were  removed  and  oppertunities 
of  Jiowr  not  abufed,  but  the  golden  rule  of  our 
Saviour  were  duly  attended  unto  and  rightly  ap*^ 
plied  in  the  prefent  cafe,  certainly  more  niodera- 
tion,  yea,  even  compaffion  would  be  exercifed  to¬ 
wards  thefe  our  chriftian  friends  by  fuqh  as  now 
give  them  trouble.”  'I'hey  clofe  with  obferving 
That  Dr.  Stiliingftreet  had  already  declared,  in  his 
Mifchief  of  feparation,  that  their  rigorous  courfe 
againft  congregationalifts  in  England,  was  juftifieci 
by  the  piocels  of  the  rulers  here,  againft  difleaters 
from  themfelves  ;  and  pray  that  the  governors  of 
New-Esgland  would  regard  their  brethren  there, 
fo  much^as  to  remit  thefe  proceedings.  What  was 
faid  in  anfwer  thereto,  we  fhall  fee  prefcntly,  after 
I  have  obferved,  that  eldei  Ruffeil  was  taken  from 
his  beloved  flock  by  death,  Dec.  zi,  i68o:  Upon 
which  the  church  met  the  next  day,  and  agreet? 
that  their  brother  Callender,  fliould  be  helpful  ia 
♦arrying  on  their  worihip  iu  iioftoPj  od  Lord’s- 
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<Iayg  in  the  forenoon,  and  brother  Drinker  in  the 
sitij  noon,  in  the  abfence  of  elder  Hull.  It  is 
evident,  that  the  gifts  and  graces  of  elder  Ruffel! 
were  not  fmali ;  and  his  meinoi  v  is  precious.  His 
grand  ctaughter  Brooks,  married  into  Swanzev, 
;^vm)icions,  Jrib,  Ruileii,  and  John  Makn  have 
been,  and  the  two  latta  full  are  lifeful,  frofpel 
preacners  in  tin:  lecondhHptid  chi;"ch  in  that  town: 
aVLo  JMeil  rs  Jo.eph.,  Vdiiliam  anojonathan  Rtifj'dl, 
now  noted  traders  in  Prov2d.ujce,  are  of  his 

poiterity. 

In  U)8i,  a  rniniaer  of  the  church  in  Boflon 
\\liica  was  ‘o''iuc(;  u  a  iCi'iunatical  way,  in  1669, 
pubiiaied  an  ani'wer  to  rheBaptiit’s  narrati'/e ;  and 
yougri  It’s  mthor  was  deccaied,  yet  he  intitled  it, 
ISejutor  mini  crepidarn  :  |  or  lirie'f  ariimadvcr.fioni 
upon  the  Nevv-Engiann  anabaptift,.  hte  faliaclcui 
•inuTative  ;  wherein  the  notorious  luiitakes  and 
lanliooas  by  them  prubliihed,  are  detected  :  bv 
Sarnuei  'J'q  which  he  ados  as  a 

anotu),  Rcrn  .  ’6,  17,  18.  Dr.  Incrcafc  Mather, 
xviote  a  pretace  to  this  work,  vvhtrcin  he  fays, 
“  Many  are  of  the  mind,  that  it  is  not  worth  the 
tvhiie,  to  take  notice  of  what  is  emitted,  by  men 
lo  obfeure  and  inconfiderabie. — It  feems  to  me, 
that  tiie  levcrend  author  of  the  following  aniinad- 
■veifion.s,  haih  ihewed  much  humility,  in  conde* 
foending  to  take  perfon.s  in  hand,  between  whom 
and  hiinfcif  there  is  firch  an  impar  con^rc(jus.~A& 
for  thebretliren,  that  have  thought  good  to  prefix 
an  cpiiile  to  foch  a  narrative,  and  therein  declare, 
that  inoieflation  is  given  and  feverity  is  cxcrcifed 
towards  antipedobaptifts  in  Ncw'-Eiigland,  meerly 
for  a  fuppofed  error  about  thefubject  of  baptifm, 

controverted 

•  ■*  rider  Job  Mafon  died,  tince  this  hifiory  was  in  the  preiS 

sged  So.  s  p  CU'ler  letp  to ^  cti'  luji. 
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controverted  amongft  learned  and  hoiy  mcD, 
they  are  marvclouily  deceived  in  that  then  lup- 
poliuon.  Troleftants  ought  not  to  Fi'iecute  any-, 
vet  that  proteftants  may  pumfli  proteftantb  ;  and 
as  the  cafe  may  be  circiimftanced,  a  congregation 
of  fuch  as  call  themfelves  proteftantb,  cannot  ra¬ 
tionally  be  dciaied.  Thofe  of  the  congregational 
wav,  fully  concur  with  the  old  puritaii  non-coa- 
formifts,  fuch  as  Cartwright,  llainold,  \\  hitakcr, 
Bains,  Parker,  &c.  in  whofc  writings  congrega¬ 
tional*  principles,  about  church  government,  are  to 
be  feen.^  Now  the  old  noii-conformifts  (notwith- 
ftanding  their  fuSerings  from  thofe  that  took  de- 
litrht  to  finite  their  fellow- fervants)  did  beliCTC 
tlrat  diforders  in  whole  congregations  were  liable 
to  the  civil  magiftrates  cenfure,  Our  famor^ 
Cotton  was  another  Mofes,  in  refpeft  of  meeknefs 
and  chriftian  forbearance,  as  to  diffenters  from  his 
judgment  in  matters  of  a  leffer  concernment, 
would  he  fometimes  make  a  zealous  proteftation, 
that  if  magiftrates  in  Ncw-Eng!and  fliould  tolerate 
tranfgreffors  againft  the  rules  of  godlinefs  (as  well 
as  oftences  contrary  to  wkat  the  rules  of  honefty 
require)  he  believed  that  God  would  not  long 
tolerate  them. — I  would  intreat  the  brethren  that 

have 

^  Thefe  are  the  men  referc^  to  in  our  p.  12,  13,  vv'ho  opened 
2  door  for  Mr.  Robinfon  and  his  brethren,  by  which  themfelves 
entered  not ,  Their  firft  ad>nonhion  ts  the  parliament  ^  was  prefented 
theret  .  by  Mr.  John  Field  and  Mr.  Wilcox  ^  for  which  they  were 
committed  to  Newgate  prifon,  on  0(^d.  2,  1672.  This  caufed 
Ml.  rhomas  Cartwright,  to  right  the ftcond  admonition  to  par- 
liament,  quoted  by  Mr.  Robinfon,  and  alfo  to  anfwer  what  Dr. 
Whiigift  had  written  againQ  the  firll.  And  Mr.  Neal  fays,  the 
reafon  why  they  could  not  fettle  the  controverfy,  was  becaufe 
Cartwright  was  for  making  his  hible  the  Oily  flandar  d  of  do(^frine, 
difeipline  and  government  ;  but  Whitgift  held  the  latter  of  thefe 
to  be  changeable ^  to  accommodate  the  civil  governments  we  live 
under,  llijiory  of  the  V  ^1'itii.m  ^  voU  Dp.  1 197* 


nisi  OEY  0?  the  BAPTISTS 

uif  'P'““  “"Wtr  , 

J  .  haf  tile  place  may  iometimes  make  a  ereat 

a  teiaaon  as  to  mduigcncc  to  be  expefted.  ^ItiJ 

lo?v?,J  ’  toleration  is  in  oneplace,not  only 

l^.viul  ;  oat  a  ncceilary  duty,  which  in  another 
piace  would  be  deliruefave  j  and  the  expectation 

g  -at  ihip,  v/illfinifa  finau  boat, -2.  Let  them 
coniidtj,  that  thofe  o^  their  perluaiion  jn  this  place 

"tha^r'  '!?  '“^'Ch  irregularity  and  prophan. 

rver  h  we  1  Periiiafion  whatfo. 

-  +ave  done  ,hc  un..  the  fame  ieverity  would 

"h 

teack.  iiis  Ipn  has  propcgateci  to  poftcrity,  ^ 

*1,  through  all  they  have  faid  againft 

t  ^ofe  people,  and  I  am  con.^dent  that  the  greatell 
real  diiorder  they  nave  predueed,  was  the  churches 
fecciving.mrnum  as  tkey  did  ;  wiiich  when  they 
Lad  proper  knowledge  of,  they  rectified.  But  is 

I  .1”^ '  ^1  at  Hingham,  20 

years  before  :  , Where  Xieut.  Lamps  was  regularly 

Chofen  then-  captain, and  prefented  to  the  court  for- 
a  conimiflion  ;  but  loon  upori  k,  a  notion  was 
itarted  to  choofe  another  man,  related  to  the  niL 
filter,  into  that  office,  who  accordingly  was  cho- 
fen  and  prefented.  And  when  the  reafon  of  it  was 
^Kcd  for,  they  faid  Lames  had  refigned  but  he 
?aid  he  had  not,  Ifereppon  t^ie  minifter  cenfured 
Jinn  for  lying  ;  and  this  cqft  three  or  four  days 
-tedious  labors  of  a  council,  without  being  able 
to  fettle  it  ;  and  occafioned  the  petition  of  Dr. 
Child  and  others,  with  much  trouble  to  governor 
Winthropand  theaffcmbly.  Sec  p.  139,  140.  Yet 
the  ijfue  of  ail  was,  that  the  minifter  of  Hinghain 

excommunicated  captain  EameSj  contrary  to  the 

«  « 

?  Magaalia,  B.  7.  p.  28. 
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linnds  of  dther  minitters,  and  by  their 

Thdfe  that  were  without  juft  caulc  calt  oue. 
it  Hinghatn,  were  received  into  the  church  ot 
WeyiTloath,  the  next  town,  ahd  the  matter  o 
continued  through  thzjUfntJs  of  their  imnds,-  and 

had  publifhed,  he  accuied  rhofe  baptifts 
of  Tcroboam,  who  made  pnclts  of  the  kweft  of  th^ 
people  ;  in  which  fays  Mr.  Rufteil,-  we  eafily  un- 
denland  \^/hat  he  means  ;  our  evil  iil  tms  rc^ 
fneeft,  is  oiir  calling  to  office  thofe  who  have  not 
tjech  bread  up  in  tdllegts,  and  taught  m  other 
Ian  guages,  but  have  beeU  bread  to  other  callin^gsi 
It  is  not  becaufe  we  are  agaiait  iearain|,  for  wi 
efteem  it,  and  honor  it  in  its  place  ;  and  if  we  had 
fuch  among  Us  and  that  they  were  together 
■with  that,  otherways  duly  qualified  for  the  work- 
of  the  miniftry,  we  fliould  readily  chulc  themV 
But  we  do  not  think  the  fpirit  of  God  is  locked 
■up  fo  in  the  harrow  limits  of  cbllege  learning,  thafe 
norte  are  to'  be  called  to  office  in  a  church'  but 
fuch,  nor  that  all  fuch  are  fit  for  that  work,  b® 
they  never  fo  great  fchollars  ;  neither  do  wC  thina: 
that  all  thofe  who  Have  not  that  learning,  are  to 
be  accounted  the  loweft  of  the  people.  Indeed 
the  priefthood  was  bounded  to  the  tribe  of  Levi 
by  divine  inftitution,  but  we  cannot  find  that  the 
Lord  hath,  bv  divine  inftitiition,  ^  given  the  worte 
of  the  mihijlry  to  then  of  fuch  learning  only- 
XVhorri  he  will  he  fits  and  qualUfies  for  that  work' ; 

it  either  arc  left  Without  a  plain  rtile  in  the  new 

t«ftamcnt 

^  voL  I,  p.  233*  And  how  juft 

glfo  w'i^  it  for  both  oiinifters  and  courts  to  ac<!:ufe  that  baptifts 
church,  of  having  excommunicated  officers  in  ffic  plural 
tiacy  never  had  kiut  one  ? 
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teflament  to  dired  ns  in  this  matter  *  Jn  thcfe 

feToTtt" 

Ills  apDonenf  ^  day.  But 

n'lTt  of  ia/,  ends  of  the  people. 

3.  nt  ajian  would  except  it  lb  ;  if  nof  fn 

other  end,  and  take  one  unfit.  The  anabaDi-ift^ 

would  have  a  learned  man  if  they  could  get  erne  of 

their  mmd ;  it  not,  John  Ruffell  Ihe  thoc^makeJ-l 

nutei,  we  have  but  fooled  ourfelves  in  buildin^v- 

H  “?“■  ‘f.  “ft™aing  children  in  learning  ■'”? 
Here  IS  a  plain  fpecimcn  of  what  many  call  learn' 

learned  apoftle  Paul,re;?oi/W 
It  with  abhorrance.  2  Cor.  4,  2.  Either  thofe  who 

hea  I  of^h  education  are  thereby  made  the 

^hf  1’  ranked 

to  the  other  end,  or  elfc  this  is  a  handling  the 

;  and  God  fays.  T/jo pro- 

foet  that  teacketh  hes^  he  u  the  tail.  ^ 

Again,  the baptifts  had  faid  in  their  confcllion 
©f  faith,  taat  thofe  who  gladly  receive  the  word 
inefare  baptized,  are  faints  by  calling,  and  fitmat- 
tei  of  a  viiiole  church.  This  Dr.  Mather  called 
■^  pernicious  principle.  But  fays  Mr.  RulTell,  “  who 
dare  deny  this  to  be  a  found  truth  .?  as’for  the 
conclufion  he  draws  from  thence,  viz.  that  there 
arc  no  vihble  believers  but  thofe  that  arc  baptized 
IS  his  Own,  not  ours  ;  the  improvement  he  makes* 
of  it,  not  what  w'e  make  of  it.  Far  be  it  from 
us^  to  judge  all  that  are  not  baptized,  not  to  be 
vHible  faints,  for  we  judge  that  the  Lord  hath 
many  precious  people  in  the  world  that  are  not 
baptized,  according  to,  or  in  the  manner  we  bap¬ 
tize  j  and  further  we  judge  they  iliould  be  viable 

fiiiUs 

f  It/Tcll,  p,  14-, 


f  WillarJ^  p»  2i, 
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faints,  before  baptized,  or  elfe  they  have  no  right 
to  baptifni,  for  }t  is  not  bapdhti.that  can  make 
faints.  And  as  for  looking  upon  inhmt  baptifni 
as  nothing,  or  a  nullity,  that  is  true  ;  and  we  can 
look  on  it  no  dtherwjfe;;  till  we  fee  ric^ht  to  osya 
it  to  be  tlUt  which  he^  thinks  of  it,  viz.  of  divine 
rt(^hty  which  we  cannot  fee  grown  froiii  the  word 
to* do  and  as  for  .not  owning  their  cluirches— ' 
•yye  never  yet  denied  therii  to  be  churches  of  Chrift. 
it  is  enough  for  every  one  to  prove  liis  ovcii  \yoik; 
but  v/c  have  .  owned  thepr .  as  i-jch  j  for  whei^ 
there  is  true  niatter  joined  together  iri  the  bond  of 
i  holy  covenant  they  may  be  look  'd  at  as  a  true 
church,  though  not  iii  due  ('Vder.’  *.  I'nis  was 
not  enough  for  the  other  party,  but  thdr  cry  hill 
was,  t&y  fay  baptized  pcribiis  are  true  matter 
of  a  vifiblc  church,  p:d  they  fay  thofe  that  Were 
bnly  fprinkled  hi,  their  infaaej^  gvere  never  bap¬ 
tized  arid  v>i!l  not  this,  undermine  the  fountla* 
tion  of  ail  the  churches  in  the  world  but  tl’cirs  ? 
and  whatrriore  pernicious  !  they  had  ei'eri  good 
fcry  with  Edona’s  ions,,  raijc  ?/',  feije  it  to  the  foun~ 
dation  /-^Experience  tells  ua  that .  fuch  a  rough 
thing  4s  a  New-England  Inabaptlft  is  not  to  be 
handled  ovcr-tenderly  ;  the  fpirit  which  they  have 
at  all  tinies  difeovered  tinder  the  great  ell  difad- 
irintages  (and  _  God  grant  that  they  may  rievef 
hive  rnore  advantage  over  lis)  eafily  fells  iis  what 
tlicy  v/niilci  have  been  if  circiimftanccd  as  thofe 
whom  they  accufe.”  |  _ 

Ma.  Hiibbard  got  the  mofi  out  of  temper  upori 
this  occafion  that  he  ever  did  in  a  whole  volume 
in  folio,  and  faid,  “  one  John  Ruffell,  a  wedder- 
iSrop’ddhoc-niaker^ — ftiched  up  a  fioall  phampheti 

R  r  r  ivhereiiA 

*  RufTel,  p. 

'{' VViiliird,  p,  10,  ?;7, 
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wherein  he  endeavors  to  dear  the  innoeeney  of 
thole,  commonly  (though  falfly  he  fays)  called 
anabapthls.  Surely  he  was  not  well  aware  of  the 
old  adage,'  Ne Jutor  ultra  erepidom,*  or  elfe  he  would 
not  have  made  fuch  botching  work.”™ And  goes 
pn  to  recite  what  you  may  fee  of  the  /nfipk  eobler, 
in  p,.  1  §4,  winch  he  calls  hon^i  Jlitches  tifed  to 

.much  better^  purpofe.  But  having  taken  the  old 
round  to  Ciermany,  he  recovers  his  fenfes  again, 
and  then  fays,  “  I’o  return  to  what  Was  in  Irand] 
and  give  this  gofpei  ordered  church  (as  John  Ruf’ 
lelUerms  them)  what  is  their  due,-  from  an  hif- 
'torian  ;•  as  for  tiie  perfons  of  tbofe  feven  [firft 
males  of  the  churchj  he  apologizes  for,  it  may  be 
mope  eifily  granted  that  They  were  good  in  the 
main,  than  that  it  was  a  good  wa>rk  for  God,  they 
were  engag'ed  in-^-Good  men  may'  be  found  to  bT 
ill  employed  ;  as  Peter  was,  when  Chri.ft  rebukes 
and  calls  fatan,  and  bids  him  get  behind  hiiuv 
Whether  any  of  them  did  abfoiutely  deferve  to  bs 
delivered  to  fatan,  for  their  obflinacy  in  their  opi« 
nions,  or  other  niifearriages,  which  either  through 
weaknefs  of  their  judgments,  or  ftrength  of  their 
paflions,  which  in  defence  of  their  opinions  oi*. 
jpiactices  they  run  into  j  or  whether  there  W'er'3 


^  If  was  truly  of  fome  ag£  for  aficr  Jartes  I.  had  prcschej 
fn  the  ftar-charaber,  '•  That  the  my  fiery  of  the  King’s  pc'wer,  ii 
Hot  lawful  tO' be  cSfputed  ;  for  that  is"  to  wadeititothewesk- 
?>«fs  of  pt iri ceS,  and  to  take  awav  the  Nlyfiical  reverence  that' 
belongs  to  thofe  who  fit  in  the  Th rone  of  God —It  is 
Rtheifm’  and'  b&fpheray  to'  difipute  whafGod  tan  do--So  is  it 
prefumption  and  high  contempt  in- a  fubjett  to  difpute  what  « 
King  can  do  or  fay  He,  the  year  after  our  fathers  firft  came 
to  Plymouth,  repremapded  his  parliament  for  petitioning  agairit 
bis  taking  aPoffirtr  wife  for  his  fon  Charles, and  faid,  "A  fmsll 
iniftaking  of  uaatteis  of  this  nature,-  may  produce  more  efteffs 
than- can  be  imagined:  therefore,  Nt  fmer  ultra  crcPidaiu  ” 
Sapin,  vol,  2',  p.  192,  211, 
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hot  more  acrimony  of  the  fait,  than  fwcetnefs  of 
the  K^sfpel  fpirit  of  peace,  in  thofe  that  managed 
the  difcipline  of  the  church  agamft  feme  ot  them, 
muft  not  be  here  difcufl'cd— Yet  that  can  g)ve  no 
colour  to  a  few  giddy  fcftaries,  that  fondly  con¬ 
ceit  themfelves  to  be  an  orderly  church,  when 
their  very  conliitution,  is  explicitly,  not  only  with- 
cut,  but  againft  the  confent  of  ail  the  reft  of  the 
churches  in  the  places,  as  well  as  the  order  of  the 
civil  authority.” 

I  LOVE  to  fee  hor.efty  if  perfons  arc  erronious  ", 
for  then  wc  have  an  advantage  u,'  judge  ror  our- 
feives,  and  to  know  the  better  iiow  to  deal  vi.h 
them.  And  I  mutt  lay  that  governor  \Vi.ithiop, 
from  whom  Mr.  Huobard  took  many  things,  ex¬ 
ceeded  him  in  that  noble  ejuahty  ^  and  that  Mr* 
li.  exceeded  all  the  hiRorians  1  have  feen  wno 
have  copied  from  him,  except  the  pious  Mr. 
Prince,  Others  have  often  given  us  hard  names 
without  explaining  what  they  tnent  by  them  ; 
but  Mr,  Hubbard  plainly  tells  us  foon  after  Mr. 
Cotton’s  arrival  at  Bohon,_  that  the  minifters, 
“  ufed  to  meet  once  a  fortnight  at  one  of  their 
houlcs  in  courfe,where  fome  queftion  of  momeant 
was  debated  :  Mr.  Skilton,  pallor  of  Salem,  and 
Mr.  Williams  (as  yet  not  ordained  an  officer  there) 
€>ut  of  a  rtgid Jeper (ition~j€aloufy ,  took  exception  at  j 
prognofticating  that  it  might  in  time  bring  forth 
a  prefbytery,  or  fuperintendancy,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  churches  liberties,  (A  fpirit  of  rigid  fepa- 
ration  had  it  feems  fo  early  fly-blown  their  under- 
ftandings) — the  venum  of  which  fpirit  had  foou 
after  infected  fo  many  of  that  church  and  peo¬ 
ple  at  Salem,  as  will  appear  in  the  n>ext  chapter. 
But  this  fear  w«as  without  caufe  ;  nor  did  it  ip'  ing 
feom  a  godly  jealoufy,  but  froai  the  bitter  rot'  of 

pi'idc. 
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pride,  that  ventetli itfelf  above  order,  apd  acrainft 
K.  \  c  arul  peape.  No  {ucli  Ipiiit  was  ever  obifcrvcd 
a)  app.i..tr  in  Mr.CutCop’s  days,  but  adpirit  of  Jove" 
Slid  i  Mncis,  'iicr  Tuice  his  tiriie,  to  the  preitnt 
Ard  thc'ugh  the  author  pf  the  Maffadiu-' 
lu.s  tuftniy.  approves  ot  Mr.' IVilliam's  opinion 
sbuut  ii  iei  ty  ut  coiifacnce,  arid  fixes  upon  his* 
l.iuving  ,vir.  ’  Nndicol  to  cut  the  erdfs  out  of  the 
liaiiiing  ro.durs,  T.s-'die  beft  plea  he  could  malic 
.or  then-  bainhnag^  yet 'Mr.'  liubbard' 

uonefily  lays,  This  eiiay'ciid  but  tick  at  fome  of 
tae  uppei-  branGhes,  whereas  Mr. '  M'illiams  laid' 
hJis  rtv  i.’/  /ytfvAy  r^of  of  th;  mafftaial  power  In  maU 
V  ^  table.,  which  he  drove  on  at  fuch  z 

late,  to  as  many  ugiLatioriS  were  occafioncd  therei 
by,  that  ■pulled  dovrn  rujn  upon  himfelf,' friends 
ana  his  pop' -family.”  ‘'Now  if  Uie  reader  will 
-OOK  back.  U)  p.  156—175,  and  compare  that' 
\vith  tiicir  actings  down  to  this  time,'  he  will  have 
a  fail  opportunity  to  know  the  meaning  of  the 
^%’Tteparation,  ‘  'turbulent  ahaiiaptiftS^ 

giddy  lectaries,  &c.  aS  they  were  often  uied  by 
that  party,  • '  ^  ,  '■  ■  ■  >  -  h- 

Mx.  Williams  ctoied  his  fecond  pica  for  rcligi^ 
pus  liberty, •with  an  addrefs  to  the  popifh.  prcla- 
tical  prefoyteiiaii  ■and  inckpendant"  clergv  of  the 
xvliole  kingdom,  wherein  he  makes  uteof  th? 

fabic  or  hmilitude  of  a  wolf  and  a  poor  lamb' 
coming  down  'to  drink  at  the  fame  flrcam  toge¬ 
ther  ;  the  'wolf  cruel  and  flrong  drinks  above 
nud  aloft  ;  the  lainb'  innocent  and  weak,  drinks' 
lipon  thga  ftrcahi  below  :  the  wolf  qucfiions  and 
quarrels  the  lamb  for  cerrupting  and  defiling  the' 
xvaters  :  the  Iamb  (not  daring  to  plead  how'  cafily:' 
the  wolf  (kinking  higher  might  transfer  dcfile- 
^ciit  aou'iiward,  but)  tilcads  impiobabilitv  and 

fH-lV')-  Vkk  '.S  W  .  ^  ^  .,k  ^ 
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impoffibility,  that  the  waters  dcfeending  coul4 
convey  defilement  upwards  =  is  the  contio^ 
verfv;  this  the  plea  .•  but  who  fhall  judge  ?  Bq 
the  iamb  never  fo  innocent,  lus  plea  never  Ip.  jult, 
his  adverfary  the  wolf,  will  be  lus  judp,  and 
being  fo  cruel  and  fo  ftrong,  foon  tears  tlie  lamb 
in  pieces.  Thus  the  cruel  beajl.,  armed  with  the 
power  of  the  kings.  Rev.  17,  fits  judge  infos  own 
(marreh  againtt  the  lamb,  about  the  drinking  at 
4e  waters.  And  thus  (foith  Mr.  Cotton)  the 
judgment  ought  to  pafs  upon  the  heretic,  pot  for 
inatter  of  confcience  but  for  finning  agarnlt  fos 

COOl^ClGHCC 

“  Objection,  methinks  I  hear,  the  great  chargo 
againft  the  independent  party  to  be  great  pleadci  s 
for  liberty  of  confcience,  &c.  Anfwer,  ph  thehor- 
nble  deceit  of  the  hearts  of  the  fons  of  men  .  And, 
what  excellent  phyfick  can  \vc  preferibe  to  others, 
till,  as  job  faid,  our  foul  comes  to  be  in  their  foul? 
cafes  ?  What  need  have  we  to  be  more  vile,  with, 
jobj  before  God,  to  walk  in  a  holy  fenfe  of  leliT 
infuflicicncy,  to  cry  for  the  blcffed  leadings  of 
the  holy  fpirit  of  God,  to  guide  and  lead  our  heads. 
and  hearts  n^rightly^  P  He  then  goes  on  to 
that  each  of  thefe  dcnoHiinations  had  been  fuf- 
ferers  in  their  turns,  and  when  fo  had  always 
complained  of  it,  and  pleaded  for  liberty  to  their 
own  confciences  ;  c^nd  then  fays,  NeW'Englanc^ 
laws,  lately  publiflicd  in  Mr.'  Clarke's  narrative, 
iell  bow  free  it  fhaU  be  for  people  together  thern- 
fclvcs.  into  churcli-Cilate,  ho  w  free  to  choofe  their 
bwnminifl  ers,  how  free  to  enjoy  all  the  ordinances 
of  Chrift  :  but  yet,  provided  (fo  and  fo)  upon  the 
point,  that  the  civil flaie  raufi:  judge  of  t]xt  fpirit  liaise 
to  wit,  whether  perfons  be  lit  for  churcli-eftnte,, 

whetl\cr  the  gathering  be  right;  whether  the  peo- 

'  "  "  pic’s 
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pie’s  choice  be  right,  do(5Irines  right,  and  what  is 
this  m  truth,  out  to  Iwear  tliat  bh/pbemm  oath  of 
///wrj  again,  to  the  king’s  and  queen’s  and 
rnagihrates  ot  this  and  other  nations,  ioflead  of 
the  pope  ,  Into  theic  piiibns  and  cages,  do  tiiofe, 
otherwife  excellent  men,  the  independents  put 
the  enudren  of  God,  and  all  the  children  of  men 
and  then  bid  them  fly  and  walk  at  liberty  fto  wit 
within  the  conjured  circle)  lb  far  as  they  pleafe.”  * 
Toward  the  clofc  of  this  year  Mr.  Miles  came 
again  and  mmiftcred  a  while  to  his  brethren  in 
Bqfton.  And  Mr.  Sprague,  w^ho  in  thofe  times 
joined  to  the  baptitt  church  in  Providence,  in 
writing  to  the  Maiiachufetts  many  years  afters 
-  Why  do  you  ftrive  to  perfiiade  the  rifing 
generation,  that  you  never  perfecuted  nor  hurt 
fne  baptifts,  which  is  fo  apparantly  fa!fc.^~Did 
\ox\  not  barbaroufiy  fcourge  Mr.  Baker  in  Cam- 
l  idge,  the  cnief  mate  or  a  London  fhip  f  wdiere 
alfo  you  imprifoned  Mr.  Tiiomas  Gould,  John 
Kuflell  and  Benjamin  Sweetfer,  and  many  others, 
and  fined  them  ^©I.  a  man.—And  did  you  not 
nail  up  the  baptilf  rneeting-houfe  doors,  and  fine 
Mr.  John  Miles,  Mr.  James  Browm  and  Mr.  Ni¬ 
cholas  .1  anner  l”  Ac.  I  find  alib  that  a  number 
of  people^  from  Kittcry  on  Pifcataqiia  river,  in 
toe  piovincc  of  Maine,  were  baptized  this  year, 
and  in  tne  beginning  of  the  next  font  their  moll; 
gifted  brother  to  Eofton  wnth  a  letter  of  recom¬ 
mendation  and  icqueft  ;  in  confcquciace  of  which 
the  church  there  w'rote  thus  on  Jan.  ii,  1682. 

1  o  ail  w’-hom  it  may  concern  ;  thefe  are  to  e'er- 
tify,  that  our  beloved  brother  William  Screven  is 
a  member  in  communion  with  us,  and  having 
had  trial  of  his  gifts 
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Kim  to  be  a  man  whom  God  hath  quabfied 
and  flurniflied  with  the  gifts  ot  lusholy  fpnit 

and  grace,  enabling  hvm  open  and  apply  , 

word  of  God,  which  through  the  blellmg  of  th« 
Lord  lefas  may  be  ufeful  m  his  hand,  for  the  be- 
ccring.  and  building  up  of  fouls  m  the  knowledge 
o' God,  do  therefore  appoint,  approve  and  en¬ 
courage  him,  to  excrcife  his  gift  m  the  pke^ 
where^he  hfes,  or  eifewhere  as  the  providence  ofc 
God  may  call  him  5  and  fo  the  Lord  help  him  to 
eye  his  glory  in  all  things,  and  to  walk  humbly 

in  the  fear  of  his  name. 

Signed  by  us  in  behalf  of  the  reft. 

liaaG  iiull, 

John  Farnum.” 

jBut  no  fooncr  was  this  d'exign  heard  of  m  thcii' 
town,  than  Mr.  Woodbridge  the  minifter,  and 
Hucke  the  magiftrate  began  to  beflir  themfelve% 
and  not  only  fpread  the  flanders  vre  have  ncard  fo 
much  of  againft  the  baptifts  ?.t  Bofton,  but  tfie 
magidrate  repeatedly  fnmmoned  thofe  people  be¬ 
fore  him  who  had  been  to  the  baptift  meeting.s-, 
and  threatened  them  with  a  fine  of  five  ihillings 
for  every  fuch  offence  for  the  future.-  On  Jan 
he  convented  Humphrey  Churchwood,  a  baptized 
member  of  Bofton-  church,  before  where  was 
the  faid  minifter,  who  after  cafting  tlfofe  old  ftories- 
upon  him,  faid,  Behold  your  great  doftor,  Mr. 
Miles  of  Swanzey,foF  he  now  leaves  his  profeflion 
and  is  come  away,  and  will  not  teach  \  his  people' 
any  more,  becaufc  he  is  like  to  pcrilh  for  W’ant, 
and  his  gathered  church  and  people  will  not  help 
him/’  Churchwood  told  them  it  w^as  a  great  un¬ 
truth  ;  and  directly  wrote  to  Boftoti  upon  it, 
which  letter  is  now  before  me.  Several  others 
.Srojoa  that  place  were  baptised  foQxi  after,  ^  but  tg* 
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general  court  too^ 
tn>.  matiei  m,hancl  as  follows,  viz. 

+  SiEEVENj  appearing  beforethis 
raa  bang  convided  6f  the  contempt  of  his 

feiftn^^''?'T"^^’  to  fubmit  him- 

ra  w  *■  ‘[Ptenee  of  the  court, ,  prohibiting  hii 
public  preaching,  and.  upon  examination  before 
t  ic  couft  declaring  Ms  fefolution  ftill  to  perfift 
therem,  the  court  tendered  him  liberty  to  return 
-  ome  to  hrs  family;  in  cafe  he  rybiild  forbear  fiich 
turou.ent  ^radices  and  arnend  for  the  future  -  but 
he  refuUng  the  tourt  fentanced  him  to  give  bond 
tor  Ms  good  behaviour,  and  to  forbear  itich  con, 
tentious  behaviour  for  the  future,  and  the  delin- 
quart  to  ftand  committed  untill  the  judgment  oV 
■this  court  be'  fultdied,  , 

VsR  A  tranfcrlberi,  and  with  the  records  com: 

fared  this  lythofAuguJly  i63?,. 

per£6wA&o  Rishwort h,  Tecordd.” 

„  1  o  this  is  added  a  copy  of  the  fame  date  by  th'tf 
lame  hand,  of  an  act  of  their  executive  c6m1; 

■^icii  fays;  This  court  ,  ha'vihg  confidered  the 

ofmniive  jpeedies  of  Wdliam  Screven;  y'iz.  his' 
rath  and  i'nconliderate  words  tending  to'  blafphe- 
my  dp  adjudge  the  delinquent,  for  Ms  dffence  to' 
pay  ten  pounds  into  the  tfeafufy  of  the  county 
or  proylnce.  And  furt-her,  the  cohft  doth  forbid 
and  difdvarge  the  faid  Screven,  undef  any  pre¬ 
tence,  to  Iceep  any  private  exercife  at  his  own 
houfe  Or  erfeWhere,  upon  the  Lord’s-davs,  either,' 
Kittery  or  any  other  place  within  the  limits,  of 
this  province,  and  is  for  the  future  enjoined  to' 
Obferve^  the  public  wmrlhip  of  God  in  oiir  public 
afl'emblies  upon  the  Lord’s- days,  according  to  the 
Jaws  here  eftablifhed  in  this  province,  upon  fuch 
penalties  as  the  law  reqiiires  upon  fuch  neglect  of 

|he 
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fhc  nremifes.’'  But  he  vas  To  far  from  yidi^ing; 

to  fJ'h  cutences,  that  on  Sept.  .3; 

rci  tent  a  requett  to  Bolton  Brat  dtkr  hull  ami 

ot  e  ^  miqht  vBit  and  lorm  theiu  mto  a  church, 

granted,  fo  that  a  covenant  was  lo- 

remnlv  h^ned  on  Sept  as.  ^68z,  by 
Screven,  cider,  Humphrey  Clmrchwood,  deacon, 

Robert  Williams,  John 

Timothy  Davis,  Leonard  Drown,  Wilnam  z\dains, 

Humphrey  Azcll,  and  George  Litten,  and  a  num- 
b^tr  of  liRers.  A  baptift  church  wa5  alio  foi  mtd 
this  year  from  that  of  Bofton,  ^at  Newburyi  b> 
\WlUam  and  John  Sayer,  Benjamin  Mode  Ed¬ 
uard  Woodman  and  others,  to  whoni  I  find  c 
Hull  and  elder  Emblen  writing  as  a  fifter  ckurch*_ 

'  on  March  aj,  i  689  i  though  hoW  much  ongcf 

they  continued  a  dillincd  church  I  oo  find. 

Mit.  Philip  Edes,  a  member  of  the  Gift  baptift 
dmrch  in  Newport,  djed  this  year  on  Marcn,  16, 
of  whom  Mr.  Samhel  Hubbard  hys  m  a  mttet  to 
,rc)vernor  Lecfe,  “  Tiiis  friend  ot  yours  and  mine, 
onciuoflke  in  Oliver’s  houfe,  was  for  liperty 
of  confcicncc  5  a  merchant,  a  precious  mail,  of  a 

holy  life  and  converfation,  ^ 

men,  his  death  much  bewailed  by  alL  Mr. 
Thomas  Oleny,  fenior,  alto  died  this  year,  1  s 
Was  next  to  Mr.  Williams  in  the  paftoral  olAme  at 
Pnivddence,  and  continued  fo  to  his  death.,  oyer 
that  Dart  of  the  chUrch  who  were  called  five  pryi> 
doH  bamiils.  in  difiinctiem 'from  thole  who  part¬ 
ed  from\heif  brethren  about  the  yeaf^  1653,  un¬ 
der  the  leading  of  elder  VHckenden,  nploing  to 
the  laying  on  of  bands  upon  every  church  memUcr. 
The  meaceft  fault  that  I  find  Mr.  Olney^enargea 
withls,  that  he  was  for  extending  the  hi  ft  aecci 

af  ITovideacs  up  to  the  head  of  the  f'A'o 

T  t  6  rivci-# 
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rivers  it  lay  between,  or  at  !eaft  as  far  as  thew 

^  •  •  oppofed  bv  our  ekfers 

JWckenden  and  Dexter,  the  latter  of  whom  h! 

ofThr  the  only  inteng 

ino  ?T.^\to  prevent  the  Indians  hurt- 

woods  ^  '''sr'tiered  fer  into  the 

oods.  Hicir  writings  on  both  fides  are  yet  ex- 

taut  in  their  town-cierks  olEce.  They  tell  meat 

wanzey  that  elder  Miles  permitted  Mr.  Brown’s 

wile,  WHO  was  not  a  baptift,  to  commune  with 

^  chnrdi  till  by  elder  OIney’s  influence  Ihe' 

bodi  ^^ngier’s  church  in  Reho- 

botn  It  IS  very  evident  that  Mr.  Olney  was  s 

capdale  and  very  ufefiil  man,  both  in  church  and 

tate  foi  forty-four  years  after  he  left  the  Maflii- 

enufet  ts  ;  as  his  fon  alio  was  for  many  yeans ;  and 

ms  poherity  are  refpecT:able  in  that  town  and  ftatc 

o  ms  day.  ^  Mr.  Holmes,  of  whom  much  has 

Deen  laid,  wmo  Wrote  the  account  of  himfdf  in 

r  '  256,  &c.  and 

flicceeded  hir.  Clarke  in  the  pafloiai  office  at 

Newport  cued  there  Odober  15,  ,682,  aged  76. 
lie  hat,  a  large  poftenty  now  remaining  in  New- 
x.ngland  and  New-Jerfey. 

The  learned  and  pious  Mr.  Miles  fiaving  return¬ 
ed  to  Ins  flock  in  Svyanzey,  fell  afleep  in^Jefus  on 
teb.  3,  1 68 and  his  memory  is  ftill  precious 
among  us  We  are  told  that  being  once  brouMiC 
oeforc  the  magiifrates  he  requefted  a  bible,  anti 
upon  obtaining  it  he  turned  to  thofe  words, 
Jhouldfay,  Why  perfccuh  ’ive  him,  feeing  the  root  of  the 
matter  Is  found  in  me  Job  19,  28.  which  ksvinv- 
read  he  lat  down  ;  and  the  word  had  a  good  efl'ecf 
upon  their  minds,^  and  moved  them  to"  treat,  him 
with  naoderatian  if  not  kindnsfa.  -liis  fon  wenS 

ka&k 
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back  to  England,  and  liis  grandfon  Mr.  Samuel 
Allies  was  an  epilcopal  miailter  at  our  bonon  m 
*3 -2a  Though  Mr.  Willard  and  the  IVlagnaha 
from  him,  accufed  the  baptifts  of  bofton,  ot  fc- 
parating  becaufe  they  wanted  to  be  teacheis,  yet 
that  W.IS  fo  far  from  truth,  that  on  June  27,  lObi, 
tbev  wrote  to  London  for  a  minittcr,  giving  this 
as  one  reafon  for  it  that^  “  our  miniitcr  is  very 
ao-ed  and  feeble,  and  often  incapable  ot  ins  mmi- 
ikrial  work  and  as  another  motive  they  lay, 
“  vy^e  conceive  there  is  a  profpect  ot  good  tncou 
ras’-uent  for  an  able  man  to  come  over,  in  that 
there  iVems  to  be  an  apparanc  and  general  apoitacy 
ainonf^  the  churches  wdio  have  profelled  them- 
felves*^  congregational  in  tl.is  land  ;  whereby 
inany  ha%'’e  their  eyes  opened,  by  feeing  t  le^  ue 
clention  and  confufion  that  is  among  them.  A 
kindanfwer  hereto  was  retured  by  eleven  bap- 

titi  minfters,  which  is  before  me. 

Aud  now  as  fomefingular  and  curious  things  are 
generally  expcclcd  from  a  new  country  ,  I  fiyah  re¬ 
late  the  clofing  part  of  one  ofthe  greateft  curiohties 
I  have  met  within  modern  hiftory  ;  the  iurn 
whereof  is  this.  A  large  numlier  of  people  fled 
out  of  the  old  world  into  this  wildcrncis  lor  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  ;  but  had  not  been  here  long  oefoic 
fomc  put  in  high  clainis  for  power,  iinciei^  the 
name  of  orthodoxy  to  whom  otheis  madehcice 
oppofition  proleflecUy  from  the  light  within  ;  Uiid 
their  cialhings  were  io  great  that  ievera!  lives  \vcre 
loft  in  the  fray.  1  his  made  a  terrible  iioife  on 
the  otlier  fide  ot  the  vvater.  But  as  ich  deteucc  is 
a  natural  principal,  each  party  wrote  volunic  atter 
volume  to  clear  theml'elvcs  Irom  blame  ;  and  tliey 
botii  confpired  fh  caft  a  great  part  ot  it  upon  one 

fingular  man,  whom  they  calkd  a  wxathcr-cocly,. 

and 
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and  a  Wiadnnill,  NoiV  let  the  curious  find  nut 
It  thejr  can,  Firil,  how  men  of  univerfitv-liianiincT 
or  ot  divine  inipinuion,  came  to  v/rite  ^^reat  vo'- 
Jumes  agamii  a  Wmd  null  and  a  weather-cock  i 
becondly,  how  fuch  a  ftrange  creature  came  to  be 
Ua  over-match  for  them  and  to  carry  his  point 
againit  the  art.^  ot  prieii-craft,  the  intrigues  of 
C0c*it.,  tilt  hights  ot  cntliiifealrn  and  the  power  of 
io  ag  2-ttei  he  had  puiled  down  ruin  upon 
himielUnd  liis  friends,  yet  to  be  able,  in  themidft 
or  beatnea  lay ages;j  to  erect  the  beft  foi-na  of  civil 
gOAv.1  natenL  tiiac  tae  world  liad  jCcii  in  1600  years? 
^ihirdly^  how  he  and  his  mined  friends  came  to 
lie  undei-  tnofe  reproaches  for  a  hmrdred  years, 
ana  jec  that  their  plan  feould  then  be  adopted  by 
tnu  teen^Co|oaie^,  to  whom  thefe  difpifed  people 
conM  alFord  Senators  of  principai  note,  as  wel} 
C  Q!vTM  AND  ERS  by  fca  and  land  ?  I'lie  excellency 
of  thb  feene  above  thofe  which  many  are  bewitch¬ 
ed  ^widu  eonfifts  in  its  being  founded  upon  fads 
and  tlOL  fici’ions  ;  being  not  tlic  creature  of  dife 

tempered  brains,  bat  ot  an  unerring  Pro¬ 
vidence, 

According  t6  Mr.  Williatns^s  own  teftimony, 
(p,  ^43)  tiud  was  /  renewed  by  divine  grace 
when  he  Wats,  not  pyore  than  ten  or  tw^elve  vearsi 
old,  And  the  myhery  of  his  being  rigidly  let  in 
iiis  way,  and  fotgrer/;  fG  change^  |s  to  be  explain¬ 
ed  thus,  Neither  frowns  nor  flatteries  could 
I'lini  to  part  with  what  he  judged  to  be 
truth-,  or  to  affent  fo  any  thing  contrary  thereto. 
As  he  fci  itpled  ih6  CAaefnefe  of  the  kalender  then 
m  idc,  la  iie  dlfcoa^Orcd  \t  in  ail  his  dates..  Even 
when  dedicating  hh  quakcr  dhputc  to  the  King, 
he  dated  it  March  10,  1672,  3,  (^ui  vu/go.')  On  the 
•#ther  hand  hQ  ever  ready  to  change,  when 

he 
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he  could  obtain  light  for  it  from  any  quarter. 
While  he  miniftered  tolus  brethren  at  I  lyinouth, 
he  oblcited  againll  their  cuRom  ot  giving  their 
nefohbours  the  tittle  of  good  man,  i  they  were  not 
judged  to  be  godly  perfons.  ^-n  governor 
Winthrop  paid  them  a  vmt  in  1632,  (p  56,,  and 
his  advice  was  afs-ed  upon  it,  he  Qaevved  them  that 
they  ou  ’•ht  to  diftingulih  betwixt  theological^  and 
nt^iral  guodnels,  and^ofcrved  that  wlmn  trials  by 
iury  was  firR  iatroduced  in  England,  atcei  t  le- 
names  of  tit  perfons  tor  the  purpoie  were  cahed 
oyer,  the  crier  called  them  to  attend,  good  men 
and^rue,  from  wlience  proceeded  the  cultom 
then  in  queRion  ;  and  he  thought  k  a  pity  to 
make  a  Rir  about  a  cuftom  _  fo  innocently  intro¬ 
duced.  *  Mr.  Williams  readily  embraced  this  ad¬ 
vice,  and  made  a  very  good  ule  of  it  afterward, 
in  expoting  the  milchiets  that  arote  from  a  non- 
founding  of  thofe  two  forts  of  goodnefs  together, 
as  Mr.  Cotton  and  many  others Jiad  done.  And 
becaufe  he  was  earneRty  looking  for  a  better 
church  eftablilhment  than  he  had  then  feen,  they 
jmpofed  the  name  of feeker  upon  him.  1  he  great 
Ml'.  Baxter  calls  him  "The  father  oj  the  jeekers  in 
Lonlw  t  When  he  went  there  in  1643,  and 
piibiilied  his  teRimony  againft  the  bloody  tenet, 
Mr.  Cotton,  a'uong  other  refleefions  faid,_“  Thus 
men  that  have  time  and  leifure  at  will,  will  fet  up 
images  of  clouts,,  and  then  flioot  at  them.”  |  la 
anfwer  to  which  Mr,  Williams  appealed  to  the 
people  of  Plymouth',  Salem  and  Providence,  that 
he  had  not  lead  fuch  a  life  in  this  country  ;  and 
Sb  to  the  other  he  fays,  “  I  can  tell  that  when 

^  thefe 
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history  of  the  baptists 
thefe  difcuffions  were  prepared  for  the  public  ia 

Londoir,  uis  time  was  eaten  up  in  attendance  upon 

parliament  and  city,  for ‘the 
fupf  ly  o.  the  poor  or  the  city  with  wood,  durino- 
the  op  of  coal  from  Nevvcahle,  and  the  mutinim 
of  Uie  poor  for  nrcing-tnele  meditations  were 
^  fitter  foi  puohc  view  m  change  of  rooms  and  cor- 
ners,  yeanna  variety  of  Ifrange  houfes,  fom~.ti  nes 
in  tlie  fields  in  the  midif  of  travel  ;~.for  wiuVh 
fervice,  through  the  hurry  of  the  times,  and  the 
recefiuy  omus  departure  he  loit  ],is  rccompence  to 
tins  day—  Aeil,  notwithftanding  matter  Cmton’s 
bitter  ceqfnrm  fome  periuns  ofno  contennatable 
note  nor  intelligence,  have  by  letters  from  Eng. 
land,  informed  the  difcufl’er,  that  by  thefe  images 
ej clout ’t  hath  jdeafed  God  to  flop  no  fniail  lelks 
efperjeciitwn,  tazt  lately  began  to  flow  in  upon 
4iJ]eating  conjaences,  and,  among  others,  to  matter 
Cotton  s  own,  and  to  the  peace  and  quietne/s  of 
Lie  inacpenciants,  'wdiich  rliey  liave  fo  loim  and 
fo  wonderfully  enjoyed.”^  See  p.  ly^’i;- 
J75,  187,  he.  r  e.5  /+> 

And  as  to  his  later  fervices,  he  was  fo  fir  from 
bemgmeanly  hired,  as  they  fiid,/a;-  apiece  of  breach 
to  write  agamtl  the  quakers,  that  after  he  had 
done  It,  he  wrote  thus  to  Newport.  “  My  dear 
friend  Samuel  Hubbard,  to  yourfclf  and  a^ed 
corapamon  my  loving  refpects  in  the  Lord  jefus 
\vho  ou^glit  to  be  onr  hope  of  glory,  begun  in  tliis 
life  and  enjoyed  to  all  eternity.'  I  liave  lierein 
returned  your  little,  yet  great,  remembrance  of 
the  hand  of  tlie  Lord  to  yoiirfelf  and  your  fon 

^  the  Lord  for  your  humble 

kiiiing  or  fiis  holy  rod,  and  acknowledging  his  juft 

and  ligliteous^  together  writh  Ids  gracious  and, 

xaicrc.ifui 
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merciful  difpcnfation  to  you.  I  rejoice  alfo  to  read 
vour  heavenly  defires  and  endeavours,  that  your 
trials  inav  be  gain  to  your  own  louls,  and  the 
fouls  of  the  youth  of  the  place,  and  all  of  us.  It  ou 
are  not  unwilling  I  judge  that  1  deal  plainly  and 
friendly  with  you  — After  all  that  I  have  fcen  and 
read  and  compared  about  tlie  feventh  day  (and  I 
have  earnefUy  and  carefully  read  and  weighed  all 
1  could  come-  at  in  God  s  holy  prefence.)  I  can¬ 
not  be  removed  from  Calvin’s  mindj  and  indeed 
Paul’s  mind.  Col.  2.  that  all  thofe  iabbaths  of 
feven  days  were  figures,  types  and  fhadows,  and 
forerunners  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  the 
change  is  made  from  the  remembranee  of  thefirft 
creation,  and  that  (figurative)  reft  on  the  feventh 
dav,  to  the  remembrance  of  thc  fecond  creation  on 
the  find,  on  which  our  Lord  arofe  conquerer  from 
the  dead  Accordingly  I  have  read  many%  but 
fee  no  fatisfying  anfwcr  to  thofe  three  feriptureg 
chiefly  Ads "20,  i  Cor.  i6.  Rev.  j ,  in  confeience 
to  which  1  make  forae  poor  confcicnce  to  God  ag 
to  the  reft  day.  — As  for  thoughts  for  England,  I 
humbly  hope  the  Lord  hath  hewed  me  to  write  a 
large  narrative  of  all  thofe  four  days  agitation  be¬ 
tween  the,  quakers  andmyfelf;  if  it  pkafe  God  I 
cannot  get  it  printed  in  New-England,  I  have 
great  thoughts  and  purpofes  for  old. — Mine  age, 
lame  .efs  and  many  other  weaknefles,  and  the 
dreadful  hand  of  God  at  fea,  calls  for:  deep  con- 
fideratiod.  What  God  may  pleafe  to  bring  forth 
in  the  fpring  his  holy  wifdom  knowS'.  If  he 
pleafe  to  bring  to  an  abfolute  purpofe  1  will  fend 
you  word,  anci  my  dear  friend  Ooediah  Eloimes, 
who  fent  me  a  mefl'age  to  the  fame  purpofe.  At 
prefent  1  pray  falute  rcfpedivly  Mr.  John  Clarke 
and  his  brothers,  Mn.  Tory,  Mr,  Edes,  Edward 

Smith;, 


Sti  HISTORY  'OF  THE  BAPTISTS 

iliiam  Hifcox,  Sttrph^n  Mumford  atid 
other  friends,  whole  prefervatioii, of  the  ilhiul,  and 

this  country,  1  humbly  beg  of  the  father  of  mer- 
cieS;,  in  whom  I  am  yourg  unwoithy. 

R. 

If  the  reader  reviews  Dr.  Chamberlain’s  firft 
letter,  and  is  informed  that  he  with  his  brethrea 
he  wrote  to,  took  the  whole  of  the  ten  coiri-o 
niendments  to  be  moral  and  immutable,  and  held 
that  it  was  the  little  horn  that  chcDiged the  tinit  from 
the  ieX'Cnth  to  the  firif  day  i.  but  that  Mr.  Olney 
and  his  church  oblervcd  to  their  brethren,  that 
Paul  fpeaks  of  ghry  ivhich  was  dons  azvay  that 
was  Written  and  engraven  hi Jlones^  2  Cor.  3,  7,  com^i 
pared  with  this  letter,  he  wxlhthen  have  a  plain 
idea  of  the  nature  of  th  a  L  coiitr.oveii'y  on  both 
iides,  ao  if  was  managed  in  that  d;iy.  And  to  go 
on  ;  it  h  to  be  remembered,  that  fome  perfons 
in  different  parts  of  that  colony  had  Inch  a  conceit 
of  liberty,  as  that  officers  llioi-ild  njanage  the  go¬ 
vernment  wirlmitt  any  rewai'd  from  them  ;  by 
which  means  Mr.  Clarke  received  but  part  of  his 
pay  for  procuring  their  charter  as  longashe  lived  ; 
and  occafioned  a  remonftrance  from  his  executors 
to  the  affcmbly  upon  it  fooa  after  his  death. 
And  a  clan fe  from  Mr.  Williams upon  it,  I 'have 
already  recited  ;  to  whicli  I  now  add  the  follow¬ 
ing.  In  AugUif  1678,  he  was  appointed  to 
Mr.  Daniel  Abbot  in  fettintf  their  town  records 
in  order,  the  latter  being  then  chofen  their  dcrkc 
Three  years  after  Mr.  Williams  wrote  to  him 
thus.  My  good  fi'iend.  loving  remembrance 
to  you.  It  hath  pleafed  the  Moft  High  and  only 
v/ife,  to  ftir  up  your  fpirit  to  be  one  of  the  chief- 
eft  ftakes  in  our  poor  hedge.  I  therefore,  not  be¬ 
ing  well  able  to  come  to  you,  prcfeiit  you  with  a 

few 


4»ew  thouf-Hts  about  tbc  great  ftumbling  block, 

tothe-r  that  are  willing  to  ihjmble  anti  tiovib-S 
to  tae-r.  a  1 1  .tnes  Matiion  had  one 

themielves  our  iate»r  li  ^  _ 

cCTwof  me,  ami  Thomas  Arnold  an.-thii.  I.ij 
1  lib  to  yourUf  and  the  town  "  "“J, 

Hull  not  be  able  to  beat  mecu..)g)  <- 

that  you  do  io  much  ib  vice  h>v  to  bad  i  .com, 
oencr  but  I  am  perfuaded  y  >u  ihall  hi-d  can  e 
to  Iky tli^e  Moft  High  God  ot  rta)m|xuC'^-t  WhO 
was  Abraham’s  great  reward,  hatb  paid  me, 

ConfiiIt;rati'jns  pi ejunled,  (ouLur.g  '  i  '  ^ 

«  I  Governnicnt  and  order  in  hunmt^,  town  ,  , 
&;c.  is  the  ordinance  ot  the  h  ‘ 

for  the  peace  and  good  ot  mankind 

are  written  in  the  hearts  ot  all  mankuid,  yea.  ey  ^ 
in  Paaaiis.  '  Ht  Ihatthercisa  Deity.  ?d-  D'c| 
feme  taions  are  naughts  3d,  That  the  Duty  wi  I 

puniai.  4th.  That  there  ts  father  Ine-  5  - 

That  marriage  is  hmiorable.  dth.  lhatmanKm4 
fiaqnotkecp  together  without  ipine  governiVicmG 
-j  There  is  no  Englintroan  in  his  majHly  ydy»y 
nions,  or  elfwhere,  who  is  not  forced  to  fubiuib 
to  government.  4-  There  is  not  a  man  m  thj 

world,  except  robbers,  pirat.es  and  rebek,  but  doth 

fubmit  to  government.  5.  Even  robbers,  pirates 
and  rebels  thcmfelves  cannot  hold  together  bus 
by  fome  law  among  thcmfelvea,  and  govcr'pinenh 
6,  One  of  thefe  two  great  law>  in  thp  wotrej 
muft  prevail,  either  that  of  judges  and  pifttces  of 
peace  in  courts  of  peace,  or  the  Hw  pf  arms,  ih§ 
f'word  and  blood-  7-  frpm  the  fOmr-S 

S)f  trials  in  peace,  to  the  trial  of  the  4  3*1.4 
blood,  the  conquered  is  fo’crd  to  feek  ‘'UT 
government.  8.  liH  matters  conre  to  a  ett  >^4 
.government  no  man  is  ordinarily  furepf  his  hoplp^ 
goods,  lands,  cattle  wdfe,  4;hMre»  9-f  1^- 


/ 


5^4  history  Qt  the  Baptists 

- .  a  //I  aWf*  the  hutorH  c- 

gvetnors  to  B.^^lxldos,  Virginia,  &c.  dit^to  us 

gieat  fuit,  favour  or  cliarcres.  Our  f’-ib 

?  ‘ifo  ‘“'i'*'"''  ,PT"*  f  "’““S''  .ccciSia 

aiilt  fi"  t Sl’tc  “  ‘  “N'r"’ 

without  tribmo,  cLilo,^. 

t-c.  J.  Our  charter  exccils  all  in  Ncw-Ergland 

Sr  God'?'^''"’  54.  It^S'eaf- 

tdr  God,  Rom.  13,  to  comarand  tribute,  cullom 

SScier  ^ 

t.i.cieiict  fake.  15.  Our  rates  are  the  lead  by  far 
any  coiony  in  New-England  i6.  There  is  no 
man  that  hadi  a  vote  in  town  or  colony,  but  h« 

f  17.  In  our  colony  the  general  aflenibly, 
governor,  magiftrates,  deputies,  towns,  to  n 

to  aSSr  ’  dS 

,ti.,,,  the  famng  hes  upon  particular  performs.  ,  8. 

I  IS  but  folly  to  refift,  (one  or  more,  and  if  on; 
y  not  more  ?)  God  hath  ffirred  up  the  Iniris 

of  the  govcrnoi-,  magiftrates  and  officers,  driven 

y  nccefiity,  to  be  unanimoufly  refolved  to 
Mq  the  matter  finiffied  ;  and  it  is  Che  duty  o-f  eve- 
ry  naan  to  maintain,  encourage  and  llrengthen 
the  hand  of  anthorityi  19.  Black  clouds  (fome 
y*ars)  have  hung  over  Old  ami  New-EnHand 
heads^  God  Iiath  been  wonderfully  patitmt  and 
jng-  offering  to  us  ;  but  who  fees  not  chango? 
and  calamities  hanging  over  us.?  20.  All  nica 
Uir  tliat  tins  blazing  herauld  from  heaven  ds- 

Botmeeth  , 


.".I 


D683]  IN  NEW-ENGLAND, 

noiinceth  from  the  Moft:  fligh,  wars,  pcftllcnce, 
families  :  is  it  not  then  our  wifdom  to  make  and 
keep  peace  with  Ood  and  man  ? 

7'cur  old  iimvortby  fervanf^ 

Roger  Williams.’  * 

Providence  i  sjihjan.  1680,1  (fo  called) 

‘I'hc  lait  acd  that  L  have  found  upon  record, 
performed  by  this  eminent  pcace-makei,  was  Oi.* 
January  16,  1683^  w-ben  he,  with  Mr.  (/atpentci, 
and  the  heirs  or  afligns  of  the  other  eleven  ongi- 
nal  proprietors,  ligned  a  full  fettlcment  of  the 
Jontr.continued  controvci ly  aboutPawtuxet  laiids, 
On^che  loth  of  May  following  Mr.  John  1  hoiton, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Hubbard  and  laid,  Dear  ly  other, 
y’ou  gave  me  an  account  of  tl'sc  death  of  divers  of 
cur  ancient  friends  ^  fince  that  time  the  hoid  hath 
•arrefted  by  death  our  ancient  and  approved  friend 
Mr.  Roger  Williams,  with  divers  otl*.ers  heie* 
The  good  Lord  grant  that  w’c  may  be  ilirrcd  up,^ 
with  the  w'ife  virgins,  to  be’triming  our  lamps, 
and  getting  them  full  of  the  {[>iiitual  oil,  and 
ftanding  with  wdie  Habbakiik  upon  our  watch- 
towers  till  our  appointed  change.”  1  hus  !i\ed 
and  thus  died  the  fnit  baptifi  minifter  in  New- 
Kiudand,  and  the  fuft  founder  and  fupporter  of 
any  truly  free  civil  government  upon  earth,  hnee 
the  rife  of  antichrift  ;  ‘‘and  he  was  buried  with 
all  the  folemnity  the  colony  was  able  to  fliew.^f 
This  was  in  the  8.4th  year  of  liis  age  bcnEg.  .5^ 
years  after  his  arrival  in  this  country. 

His 

*  Tliefc  excdlent  cbfervstlons  are  fill  ex'tpnt  in  his  own  Iv^Td 
V.riting.  The  laft  article  refers  to  a  remarkable  bUzi  g  itar  thaC^ 
appeared  in  thofe  times. 

t  p.  93.  In  1686  M'*.  S.  Hubbard  wrote  that 

Mr.  Thornton,  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Clarke,  were  all  that  were 

in  N.  Ufoic  him.  * 


hit 
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_  His  wifg;  ^hoft  haitTie  #as  Mary,  tame  ■tt'ltJi 
1)^11}  feiigland  ;  thtir  children  were  i  Mary, 
Doi'jj  at  Plymouth  the  hidi:  week  in  Auguft  16 33^ 
a.  Fietb(nn,at  balem  iti  October  i63£^.  3.  PVo- 

ViacFiCc,  born  at  the  place  he  io  called' in  beptem- 
bet  1638,  laid  to  be  the  firit  Englifli  male  born 
there.  4.  R'kixy,  bor il.  July  13,  1(^40.  5.  Daniel 

n  heb.  13,  1642.  6.  Joteph,  born  in  Dec. 

1  he  kfl  ot  theft,  and  a  grandlon  of  the 
•ihic  v/ere  inagiitratcs  in  that  colony  and 

foiue  of  great  knowledge,  coaipute  Ids  prefen t 
ficidertty  at  near  200c.  Thomas  Ward,  Eiq;  who 
a  baptiit  before  he  came  out  of  CrooiWeil’s 
S.*  Uiy^  and  Was  a  very  iliefui  tnan  in  this  colony, 
TCas  anceftdr  to  two  late  gbxxrnors,  and  to  the 
pteient  Icct  Ctaiy  of  2t,  in  tlie  male  line^  as  Mr, 
Vy  hUi^ns  was  in  the  feni;tle  ;  one  of  them  was  the 
LiUiorubic  bAMU^L  Warp,  Elq;  who  died  a  inern-* 
oer  of  the  Ccnitinental  Congreis  at  Philadelphia, 
dri  Marcii  26,  iy^O,  aged  52.  The  family  o  Dop- 
klMs  in  Providence,  which  has  ailbrdcd  an  hono¬ 
rable  metilber  of  tlnit  affcrnbly,  and  two  comman* 
ders  for  the  continental  fieCc,  delccndcd  in  the 
liUie  liiie  fr(Mii  Mr.  l  liomas  IJojikins,  who  follow¬ 
ed  Mr  VViliiams  from  Plymouth,  and  in  the  fe- 
jCnale  froiii  ?dr.  VVickendem  an  eariy  rntmbcr,  and 
hvng  a  teaclifer  of  the  baptifi  chin  ch  there.  I  he 
norcc!  lamiily  of  Bkovvh,  in  punidence,  fprling 
ft'tun  iVljy  Chad  Brown  on  thC  one  fide,  and  from 
Mr.  Williims  On  the  Other.  And  oUrgeiurahs, 
ORmbyand  ApKoiO,  fprabg  fir.m  two  of  the 
t^velve  fy'd  proprietors  of  thofe  lands,  Wiiich  wxre 
given  f(Vr  a  place  ()f  refuge  lor  fuch  as  were  d  1  s- 
‘I'RhJssF.b  FOR  conscirnOe  sake  else vvUkre  ;  and 
that  gteat  defigU  never  be  forgotten  by  us  or 
Soiiieliava  bcenrcxdy  to  make  thoft  reiiginiis 

eontentiens 
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^„.en.io»s  and  ■ 

a.li  revealed  leiigion,  but  >  7  foro-nino* 

1, , Mowing  thing>,  co,1,parnd  wni.  the  ^2,71: 
perhaps  it  n>av  alter  their  imndb.  lo 
cainh^ evil  biales  in  our  deahngs,  the  great  Au- 
„a  of  onr  ndigion  (aid,  j,ve„l  ,, 

ivete.  It  Ikillbe  meafured  to  ycu  again.  _  And  was  not 
his  word  verihed  in  tiie  inflances  . 

)  I'he  ruling  party  in  the  Maliachufet^s,  had 
not'only  raked  up  the  real  faults  of  the  baptuls, 
and  .  xpofeu  them  in  their  wortl  colours,  but  aifo 
fiancieu'd  .  hem  ui  many  particulars.  And  now 
Edward  llindolph  went  eight  v.nages  to  kngiand 
in  mne  years,  and  treated  them  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  at  the  B.itiih  court,  on  purpofe  to  get  away 
their  chirter,.*  2-  By  a  plea  from  thekmgs  grant 
int  iacch.rmr,  they  had  cruelly  opprefled  their 
bretliren  and  neighbours  in  many  iidtances  .  now 
in  1 684  the  charter  was  vacated  by  a  decree  m 
chauacery,  without  giving  them  opportunity  to 
anfwer  for  diemfelvcs  ;  -  and  thofe  who  were  m 
condfcderacy  with  bir  Edmuno  Audios,  loi  tne 
enriching  thcrnfelves  oil  the  fpoils  of  New  Lng- 
land.  did  invackiht  property  as  well  as  libeit)-  of 
the  dibjecl  ‘  and  gave  out,  that  now  dieir  char¬ 
ter  wa'ii  gone  all  their  lands  were  the  hing  s  ^  that 
theinfclves  did  reprefent  the  king^  and  theiefoic 
men  that  would  have  any  legal  title  to  their  lands 
take  patents  of  them,  on  fuch  terms  as  they 
fiiould  fee  mete  to  impofe.  What-  people  that 

had  the fph  its  of  Englifhmen  could  endinethis  ?  | 

Their  charter  never  gave  'them  any  right  to 
^  eilabiilh 


•  MifT  Mft  voi.  I,  f>,  329,  3,  f.  480,^,90,  Src. 
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Sr  w  doT  ;  tut  in 

O  atr  to  do  k  they  prcfunied  to  leave  tlie  x^-rtrA 

&^«outofth„r.utl.s.|,.  6.,63;,„d  h,CH 

P  opeity  in  taat  inegal  way,  againft  the  wd-rhtv 
ai  gumen ts  ot  judge  dymonds.  W ow  the  lcaie"'was 
^iined,  fo  that  an  arbitaiy  governor  and  council 
Jiadelaivi.  and  impolcd  taxes  upon  all,  without 
any  houie  of  reprclentativcs  ;  and  for  refufiuP-  to 
carry  an  order  tor  inch  a  tax  into  execution  in 
Iphvtch,  Mr.  John  Wife  aminifter  who  ipakeunon 

Siied  the  beneat  of  the  Habus  Corpus  acd  ;  and 
when  he  upon  ins  trial  plead  the  Magna  Charta 

and  laws  of  England,  he  was  told  by' one  of  the 

judges  that  ‘‘  he  niuft  not  think  the  laws  ofEno-. 
land  .MIo wed  them,  to  the  ends  of  the  carth-l 
Is.r.  Wife,  you  Jiavc  no  more  privilege  left  vou 
than  not  to  be  fold  for  flaves  -  _  The  honorable 
John  A.pp  eton,El(j;  was  treated  in  the  lame  man¬ 
ner  ;  and  both  were  put  from  office,  fined  col.  a 
piece,  and  ordered  to  gii-e  bonds  of  loool.  each 
for  their  good  behavior  for  one  year.  Four  o- 
thei  men  of  that  town  received  like  fentences.  on- 
y  in  lels  lums-*  Was  not  this  a  teaching  hy  aid'jel 
tnjtead  of  argument  /  p.  loo.  I'o  juhify  or  excule 
tneir  making  the  law  againfl  the  baplilts  in  t.644. 

Ml.  Huabard  laid,  “  It  were  well  if  thofe  who 
cannot  comply  with  tiie  religion  of  t)ie  ftate  or 
place  where  they  live,  yet  had  fo  much;.winm  as 
not  tojultle  againlf,  nor  openly  pradice  that  that 
js  mconlihanc  therewith,  as  if  they  would  bid  a 
liiud  ol  defiance  thereunto.  Moles  would  not  do 
that  m_ Egypt,  upon  account  of  religious  woi  fliin 
feat  might  feem  a  matter  of  abomination  to  them 

V.ffiQ 
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who  were  lords  of  the  place.”  And  Dr.  Mathcf 
had  lately  iakl,  if  a  coidklerable  number  of  an- 
tipcdobaptills  IhouUl  (  as  our  tathers  here  did)  ob*. 
tain  liberty  from  the  ftate,  to  tranfpoit  thcmfelves 
and  families,  into  a  walle  Ameiican  wildcrnefs^^ 
that  fo  they  might  be  a  peculiar  people  by  them- 
felves  ;  pracliling  all,  and  only  the  inilitutions  o£ 
Chriit:  if  now  pedobaptiUsihould  come  alter  them^, 
and  intrude  themfclves  upon  them— fiirely  they* 
would  defire  fuch  perfons,  either  to  walk  orderly 
with  them,  or  to  return  to  the  plkce  from  whence 
they  came.  Let  them  then  do  as  they  would  be 
done  by.’"*  Now  John  Palmer,  one  of  Andros^S 
Gouncii,  to  vindicate  their  conduct  faid,  it  is  a, 
fundamental  point,  confented  to  by  all  chriJlmT% 
nations,  that  the  fhk  difeoverer  of  a  country  in-^ 
habited  by  infidels^  gives  right  and  dominion  of 
that  country  to  the  prince  in  \vhofe  fervice  th© 
difeov^erers  were  fent.”  But  the  Maffachiifetts 
fay,  we  afiirm  that  this  fundamental  point,  as 
he  calls  it,  is  not  a  chnjilan^  but  an  unchrijliart 
principle. Yes,  and  it  was  as  much  fo  when 
they  baniihed  Mr.  Williams  as  it  is  nov/*  4.  We  ' 
have  fee  a  how  Dr.  Mather  treated  the  characters 
of  the  baptiiis  ;  now  a  letter  is  forged  in  his  name> 
full  of  ridiculous  and  t reafonab le  v/hich 

being  prctendcdly  detected  in.  its  way  to  Holland^ 
was  laid  before  the  Britifli  mlnillry,  and  then  was 
printed  and  fpread  through  the  nation  to  e:^pbf© 
him.  When  he  came  to  know  it  he  faid,  That 
which  troubled  me  was,  that  1  ”was  like  to  fufl'er 
as  an  evil-doer,  through  the  malice  and  falilaood  of 
wicked  men.  Might  I  have  fufkred  for  any  triitk 

whisk 

*  Preface  to  Ne futdr,  p.  f* 

Revolution  j-ullificd,  p.  44. 
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which  I  had  born  witneft  to,  I  could  have  rejoiced  in 
it.”*  Yes  ;biithis  periecutors  were  as  little  ir.clin- 
ed  to  give  him  that  honor,  as  he  was  the  baftifh 
5.  Governor  Bradftreet  who  helped  to  banilh  Mr, 
Williams,  for  oppofing  an  oath  that  was  contrary 
to  his  confeience,  lived  to  feel  and  fee  what  fnch 
impoffitions  meat  upon  therr»felves.  For  refufing 
to  /wear  on  the  book^  many  were  not  only  put  by 
from  fervingonjurys,but  were  fined  imprfionedi 
and  fays  the  Hiftorian,  the  faithful  of  New- 
England  chofe  rather  to  fuffer  affliction,  than  to 
life  a  rite  in  tlie  worfliip  of  God,  which  they  fuf- 
peSledfinfuld*  |  And  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  took  pains 
to  publilh  a  difeourfe  upon  “  The  unlawfulncfs 
of  uimg  common  prayer  ;  and  of  fwearing  on 
the  book.”  b.  Andros  carried  Jus  epifeopd  worfliip 
into  Mr.  Wiiliard’s  meeting-houfe,  after  their  ex. 
ereife  was  over,  and  threatened,  “To  fhut  up 
their  doors  if  he  v/as  refufed,  and  to  punifli  any 
man  who  gave  two  pence  towards  the  lypport  of 
nonconformift  minifters  ;  and  that  public  worlhip 
in  the  congregational  way, fhould  not  be  tolerated.” 
This  felt  to  to  them,  that  when  king-  lames  fent 
over  his  proclamation,  of  indulgence  and  liberty^ 
of  confeience,  The  minifters  of  Bofton  propofed 
unto  their  congregacions  to  keep  a  day  of  thangf- 
giving,  to  blefs  God  for  what  they  enjoyed  ;  [but 
the  governor  affured  them]  that  if  they  did,  he 
would  clap  a  guard  on  their  pe^rfons  and  their 
churches  too/^  and  fo  prevented  it.  Hereupon 
they  thought  proper  to  fend  Dr.  Maclier  as  their 
agent  to  Tngiand.  He  had  accufed  Randolph  or 
his  brother,  of  forging  the  aforefaid  letter  10  ex. 
pofehim;  upon  Vvdiich  Ptandblph  profecuted  !iia% 
for  defamatioa  :  and  though  he  was  acquitted 

upon 
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tjDon  trial,  yst  to  prevent  his  going  to  England 

hUvadolph  ddigned  by  anothe,^  Mather 

rhn  bin,  up  in  prifon  ;  to  avoid  which,Dr.  Mather 

;r:-apcd  oul  of  town  in  difguife,  and 
oil  board  a  fhip  in  the  night,  Apnl  n  ^ 

upon  his  arrival  at  London,  he  with  «^hers  Eet'-. 
tioned  the  king,  “  That  there  might  be  hberty  oC 
confeienee^  in  mattes  of  ^S'^'b—^nd  that  aU 
their  meeting  hollies 

according  to  the  intention  of  the  buiidei  y  the,  eof, 
but  t.'iis  application  met  with  no  iucceis  ^ 

Do  not  theie  things  verify  the  truth  Ot  die 

chriftian  revefatioii  ?  'fhey  brought 
over  to  aekndwlege,  that  the  parable  of  the  tares 
was  a  declaration  of  our  Saviour  s  wit  tor  a 
thn  ;  and  that,  a  goOci  neighbour  and  a  good  1uj« 
iecl  has  a  claim  to  all  his  temporal  enjoymeiu. 
before  he  is  a  chriftian  ;  and  he  thought  it  very 
odd,  that  the  man  Ihould  lote  his  claim,  ii  om  hiS 
embracing  o'f  chriftiaiiity,  becault  ue  oes  no' 
happen  to  be  a  chriftian  of  the  uppermofl  pai  ty 
among  the  fubdivitions.  For  an  uppermoit  party 
ofehriftians,  to  punifti  men,  in  their  temporal  eii-. 
ioy merits,  becaufe  in  feme  religious  opinions  tuey 
diffent  from  them,  or  with  an  exdulion  froni  thd 
temporal  enjoyments,  whieli  would  juftly  beiong 
unto  them,  is  a  r(}bberf'.  |  And  iiov/  were  the 

baptifts  treated  after  this  ?  *  j  ij  • 

Their  church  at  Boftorf  had  received  dder 

lohnEmblen  from  England,  July  ao,  1684.  Mi\ 
kicliard  Diiigley  was  received  a  rncniber  there  the 
fame  year,  In/foon  after  fucceeded  Mr.  Holme, 
in  the  paftorat  office  at  Neetport,  where  he  con-. 
tinned  about  ten  years,  and  theft  went  to  Carolm» 

W  w  w  . 

•*  His  life,  p,  103,— III  Mali.  hift.  v61.  I.  p.  S&Sj 
^IlisLife,  p.  58,  5  8ie  if*i .  61,  8. 
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Mr.Simnel  Luther  fuccceded  Mr.Miles  at  Swanzev 
au  e  he  vvas  ordained  by  our  elders,  Hull  anil 

a '?reTt’  S HI  ^  continued 

great  blefiing  to  them  32  years.  But  elder 

Tinb.en  dying  about  1699,  that  church  remained 
fnU^"'  i  whom  the 

ff  LT«  Sif '1"  of  "  Wch 

J5  now  beiore  me. 

Sir,  i6d.  ini.  1714, 

As  m  the  diftrefTes  of  the  winter,  we  did  with  the 

folemnities  of  humiliation,  call  upon  our  gracious 
Ood,  fo,  lince  he  has  gracionHy  recovered  fo 
many  of  our  people,  and  fent  in  fucJi  fealbnable 
provihons  for  our  neceffities,  it  has  been  propofed 
.  among  the  minifiers  of  the  town,  that  our  good 
people  may  acknowledge  thele  favors  of  our  pra-^- 
cr-heanng  Lord,  with  the  folemnity  of  a  th^kf- 
giving,  ur  our  feveral  congregations ;  for  which 

o  we  have  had  tne  encouragement  of  the  o-o- 

vcwnment._  'I'he  time  we  would  piopofe  for  fuch 
afervice  is  Thurfday,  the  firft  of  April,  if  the 
churches  have  no  objeefion  againft  it.  And  it  was 
dehred  that  you  might  be  feafonably  apprifed  of 
us  propofal,  becanfe  wc  are  well  affured  of  the 
welcome,  which  a  motion  of  fuch  a  nature  will 
fmd  with  you,  and  the  people  of  God  unto  whom 
you  hand  nearly  related.  Having  thus  difeharo-ed 
the  duty  in  this  matter  incumbant  on  me,  I  take 

2eave  to  fubferibe,  c,v  /  ,;  ,  r 

oir,  yoar  brother  and firvani, 

—  Corro.M  Mather.’* 

io  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Ellis  Callender,  elder 

OJ^  a  church  of  ChriJ}  in  Bofon. 

His  ion  Elifha  had  joined  to  that  church  the 
3oth  of  Auguft  prccccding,  and  he  gave  him  an 
^(lucatioxi  at  Cambridge  ^  and  Hr.  Increafe  Mather 

having 
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Laving  fignified  his  willingnefs  for  fuch  a  thing, 
the  church  called  him,  his  fon,  and  Mr.  Joha 
AVebb  to  affill  in  ordaining  the  faid  Mr.  Eliiha 
Callender  thcii  paftor  on  May  2.1,  1718  and. 
in  the  preface  to  that  ordination  Sermon,  the 
old  o-entlemen  lays,  “  It  was  a  grateful  furprife  to 
me,%-hen  fcveral  of  the  brethren  of  the  antipedo^ 
haptiff  perluafion  came  to  rne,  ceiiiing  tuat^  I 
would  give  them  the  right-hand  of  fcllowflu*p  in 
©rdaining  one  whom  they  had  chofen  to  be  their 
paftor.  I  did  (as  1  believe  it  was  my  duty)  readily 
confent  to  what  they  propofed  :  coiifidering  the; 
young  man  to  be  ordained  is  ferious  and  pious, 
and  of  a  candid  fpirit,  and  has  been  educated  in 
the  college  at  Cambridge  ;  and  that  ail  of  the  bre¬ 
thren  of  that  church  with  whom  1  have  any  ac¬ 
quaintance  (I  hope  the  like  concerning  others  of 
them)  are  in  the  judgment  of  rational  charity  god¬ 
ly  perfons.”  Two  of  whom  were  old  elder  Cal¬ 
lender  and  deacon  Sweefter,  who  were  principal 
members  when  their  meeting-houfe  was  formerly 
trailed  up.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  preached  the  Ser¬ 
mon,  which  he  intitled  jw/r  wnVer/.  And  af¬ 
ter  opening  the  nature  and  importance  of  fuch  a 
union  he  lays,  “  It  is  very  fadly  true,  that  many 
ccclefiaftical  communities,  wherein  piety  has  its. 
votaries,  yet  are  guilty  of  this  evil,  that  they  Im- 
pofe  terms  of  comiuunion  which  many  that  have 
the  fear  of  God,  are  by  juft  exceptions  kept  from,- 
complying  withal.  No%v  in  this  unhappy  cafe 
what  is  to  be  done  ?  do  this,  let  good  men  go  as 
far  as  they  can  without  fin  in  holding  communion 
with  one  another.  But  where  fmful  terms  are 
impofed,  there  let  them  make  their  flops  ;  there 
a  feparation  becomes  a  duty  ;  there  the  injunction 
tf  heaven  upon  them  is,  Be  ye  fyarate  faith  th^ 


-  i  '  i  •  ^  {  t 
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I^ord,  a^d  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  I  ’will  re- 
feive  you.^  The  wipofers  are  the  fchifmatics.~\l\Q 
pnity  which  beaiitifies  the  true  people  ot  God,  is 
piled  unity  of  the  fpirit.  Eph.  4,  3.  Tlie  rirfit 
I«hs  tor  an  union  among  us,  is  tlie  holy  Spirit  m- 
Cunmg  us  tq  glorify  God,  v/ith  an  obedience  to 
ins  _v/il!  revealed  in  his  word  ;  and  to  glorify  our 
fiaviour  with  a  dependance  pn  him  "for  all  the 
blcfllngs  of  goodnets  ;  and  to  love  our  neighbour 
,10  oiuleiv^es.  i  hci'c  har'c  been  many  attempts  to 
pnite  people  in  pw  and  tems,  that  arc  not  the 
pure  maxi. ns  of  living  untoGod;  and  Ibto  buildthc 
power  of  Zion,  on  a  toimdalion  which  is  not  the 
tr.ed  Jlans  and  the  precious,  and  fo  not  ihe  fu  e 
Joxinaui-ion,  ihcie  has  hitherto  been  a  blalf  fiom 
'heaven  iipon  gH  thofe  attempts  ;  they  have  mif- 
caFi led,  as  being  xather  calculated  for  the  tower 
<")t  iiabel.-~— e  arefometimes  fearful  of  pavinp'the 
1  cfpcCis  whicn  we  leahy  owe  to  apeoplc  of  true  piety 
(fuch  a  people  as  rve  this  day  meet  withal  )  for- 
footh,  left  we  confirm  them  in  what  we  take’to  be 
an  error,  or  miflead  oihcrs  into  it  ;  I  hope  it  is 
needlefs  fear  r~.0  you  who  cannot  but  own  your- 
felves  brethren  to  one  another,  and  bound  up  in 
Qne  bundle  of  life ;  how  is  it  poffible  for  you  to  re¬ 
quire  of  one  another  fubmiiiion  to  terms  which 
you  cannot  but  think,  that  men  may  be  good 
inen,  and  have  the  evident  tokens  of  falvation 
upon  them,  without  fubmitting  to  !  And  the 
terms  which  you  have  fo  pitched  upon,  fiow 
pan  you  proceed  fo  far,  as  not  only  to  with¬ 
draw  your  fellowfhip  frqm  the  good  men  to  whom 
they  do  not  appear  fo  necefiary,  but  alfo  inflicl  un- 
eafycircumftances  upon  them,  under  the  wretched 
notion  of  voholfome  fcveritlcs  /  Ciirjcd  the  anicr,  for 
ij  is  fierce  ;  and  the  ’wrath,  for  it  is  cruel  !  good  for 
fptlung  but  only  to  make  dlvifions  in  Jacob,  and 

clfberfons 
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i'fpe>rion<  in  Krael.  Go0d  men,  alafs  !  goodmen 
h  vve  done  Inch  ill  things  as  thefc  ;  yea,  few 
r,i  v-ies  of  the  reformation  have  been  -wholly 
c.r  of  thefe  iniquities.  New-England  alfo  has 
iu  I’.nne  former  times  done  fomething  of  this  at- 
rea,  wliich  would  not  now  he  fo  well  approved 
pf  •  'in  which,  if  the  brethren,  in  whofe  houfe  we  are 
no’w  convened,  met  with  any  thing  too  unbrother- 
ly  they  novV  with  i'Atlsfaclion  hear  us  expielling 
our  diilike  of  every  thing  that  has  looked  like  fer- 
jecutiori  in  the  days  that  have  palled  ovei^us. 

I  THOUGHT  It  bell  thus  to  colieA  theie  pafiages 
into  one  view,  which  may  remind  us  of  the 
apoilles  words,  Happy  is  h:  that  cundemneth  not 
himCelf  in  that  thing  lohich  be  alloweth.  After  the 
vacation  of  the  Maffachufetts  charter,  Mr.  Jofeph 
Dudley  was  appointed  prefident  of  the  colony, 
till  governor  Andros  arrived  in  December  1686, 
yvho  had  all  New-England  and  New-York  in¬ 
cluded  in  his  commillion.  Randolph  brought  a 
quo  warranto  againll  Rhode-lfland  charter,  June 
1686,  upon  which  the  freemen  met,  and  gave 
tneir  op  nion  to  the  general  affembly,  and  then 
left  the  atlair  with  them,  who  on  June  29  conclud¬ 
ed  not  to  Hand  fuit  with  his  Majefty,  but  fent  % 
humble  addrefs  to  him,  “  to  continue  their  privi¬ 
leges  according  to  charter.”  Andros’s  coromiffion 
was  publhhed  among  them  the  12th  of  January 
following,  and  he, with  a  few  mandamous  counfel- 
lers,  tyranifed  over  ail  thefe  colonies,  till  John 
Winflow  brought  a  copy  of  King  William’s  pro¬ 
clamation  to  BoHon,  and  Andros  impi  ifoned  him 
therefor;  upon  w-hich  the  people  arofeApriliS,  1689, 
and  leized  h  m  and  his  council,  and  refumed  their 
former  order  of  government ;  -w'hich  being  heard 
of  in  Rhode-lfland  colony,  their  freemen  met  at, 

Newport 

^Mithtr's  fermoa  atCalleadsr’s  ordisaiiorij  p.  32-“ 
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Newport  May  r,  and  voted  to  refume  their  char- 
tu,  and  to  have  their  former  rulers  take  them 
piaees  ag am.  They  met  again  Feb.  20  1600 

aod  elected  new  rulers  in  the  place  offoilie  who’ 
dedincd  ferving,  and  they  with  ConnecT;icut  have 
enjoyed  their  privileges  to' the  prefent  timel 
1  jLL  dole  this  chapter  with  a  lift  of  New- 
England  rulers,  and  a  few  remarks  thereon.  Ply 
mouth  never  had  any  charter  but  only  troim  the 
council  for  New-England  that  was  dtabiilhed  at 
Plymouth  m  Dovenihire.  Their  form  of  govern- 
meat  eyas  Icttled  by  voluntary  agreement  am  one 

thcnafelves.  At  hril  they  only  dfofe  a  govci^rt 

with  him  -  in  1624, 
affiftants,  and 

jf  j  number  to  the  end  of  their  colony. 
Mr.  Bradford  was  always  an  alliftant  when  he  wJs 

as  he  lived  :  his  fon  was 
aihltant  and  then  oeputy  governor  till  the  revolu¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  and  Icveral  of  his  poflerity  have 
ecn  counfcilors  m  this  province  ;  and  one  of 

in  governor  of  the 

Race  of  Rhode-Ii  and.  in  1639,  they  began  to 

have  a  houfe  of  deputies  in  their  general  court 

and  atyiut  1062,  they  agreed  that  their  ddefr  affi- 

Itant  fhouM  have  the  power  of  a  deputy  governor. 

to  acd  m  the  governor’s  place  when  he  was  abfent, 

Ihis  continued  till  1680,  when  by  reafon  of  Mr. 

Alden  s  age,  though  theycontinued  him  an  affillant, 

they  began  to  choofe  other  deputy  governors. 

,  l  i-YMouTH  Governors,  the  years 

they  luled,  and  the  time  of  their  deaths. 

I  John  Carver,  1620,  i6:y,xt.  6g. 

f  ^ ^  J *  13  Edward  Winflow’,  16:2- 

aWilliamBiadford,tb2i  l  36,  44,  died  May  8, 

“~^33y  35}  37  39} — 43}  j  1655,  a;t.  61. 

^5  57  died.  May  q,  1 4Tliomas  Prince,  1634,^ 
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^8,57—73,  died  Mar. 

29>  >^73’  72>- 

5  Jolkh  Window,  1673, 

— 80,  died  Dec.  18, 
i68o3st.  52. 

6  Thomas  Hinckley,  1 68 1 

—86,  89 — gt,  died 
1705,  iCt.  74. 

Deputt  Governors 

t  William  Colliaf,  16625 
— 66. 

2  JohnAlden,  1666^80. 

3  Thomas  Hinckl  ey  1 6  8  o , 

4  James  Cud  worth,  1681 
he  went  their  agent  to 
E'nglandjanddiedthere 
the  fame  year. 

j;  William  Bradford,  1 68 2 
— 86,  89 — 92. 

Assistants  ;  the  years 
when  firft  chofen,  as 
far  as  I  can  find  from 
their  records. 

Ifaac  Allerton,  1621. 
Edward  Winllow, 

Miles  Standifh, 

Jolin  Howland, 

John  Alden, 

John  Doane, 

Stephen  Hopkins, 
William  Gillon,  ^63^ 
William  Colliar,  1634 
Thomas  Prince,  1635 
Timotliy  Hachcrly5i636 


John  Brown,  163S 
John  Jenny,  16 

John  Atwood,  1638 
Edmund  Freeman,  164a 
William  Thomas,  i64'2 
Thomas  Willet,  1651 
Tho’s  8outhworth,i65i 
James  Cud  worth,  1656^ 
Jofiah  Winflow,  1657 
William  Bradford,  165S 
Thomas  Hinckley,  1658 
James  Bawn,  1665 
John  Freeman,  j66S 
l:\athaniel  Bacon,  1667 
Conft.  Southworth,*  1 67® 
Daniel  Smith,  i  79 
Barnabas  Lothrop,  i6§i 
John  Thatcher,  168-2 
John  Walley,  1684 
John  Cuflilng,  169® 

Note,  the  Appendix  t© 
Morton  miflakes  in  plac¬ 
ing  the  firft  choice  o£ 
Cud  worth  and  Brown 
after  1670;  and  the  Mag 
liana fets Smith  too  early. 

Majfachufetts  G  o  v  E  rn  0  E.S 

1  Matthew  Cradock,  1 62S 

2  John  Winthrop  16295 

‘‘~*"34537'~*“4^i  4  2-— ~44s 
46 — ^49,  diedMai\26 

1649,  62. 

3’ Thomas  Dudley  1934 
40,  45,  50,  died  July 
31,  1653,  xt.  77. 

4  Joha 
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4  John  Haines,  163^ 

5  llemy  Vane,  1636 
died,  1662,  aet  50. 

■■6  Richard  Beliingh  am. 

^*5415  54>  65—7  2,  died 
1672,  at,  81. 

7  John  Endicot,  1644, 
49,31-^53^  55-- 65. 
died  March  23,  1665. 

8  John  Leveret,  1 673—78 

died  March  16,  1678. 

9  Simon  Bradftreet,  167S 
•—86,89 — 92,diedMar. 
®7v  1697,  at,  94. 

Deputy  Governors. 

I  Thomas  Goff,  1628 
e  John  Hlimfrey,  162c 
.5  John  Endicot,  1629 

5O5  54- 

4  Thomas  Dudley,  1630 

“~345  3/'~*'4®>4d  49: 

5  Roger  Ludlow,  1634 

6  Richard  Beilin ffh am, 
iS‘35,  40,  55—65. 


12  Thomas  Danfortli^ 
1678—86,  89—92. 

Assist  A  N'T  5.  who  came 
to  this  country. 

Sir  Richard  Saitoaftall^ 
faac  Johnlon. 

John  Endicot. 

Increafe  lYcnvel. 

Wiiliam  V  aiiel. 

^Viiiiam  Pinchoit 
Edward  Roillttr. 

Roger  Ludlow. 


Hi 


John  Revel. 

William  CoddingtonV 
Simon  Bradftreet.  ^ 
John  liiimfrey,  1631 

J  o  h  n  W  i  n  t  h  r  o  p ,  j  u  n .  1 0  3  2- 
John  Haines,  1634 
Atherton  Hough,  1635 
Richard  Dummer,  1635 
Rich.  Bellingham,  t6^6' 
Roger  Harlakenden  1 636 
Ifraci  Stoughton,  1637 
Richard  SaltonftalT,  ^637 


7  John  Winthrop,  1636,  |  Thomas  Flint,  1642 


44,  45 
8  Francis  WHloughby, 

1665—71. 

gJohnLcveret,  1 67 1—73. 
lo  SamnelSymonds3i673 
77 


Samuel  Symonds,  1643' 
Will  Hibbens,  ^643 

Herbert  Pelham,  1645 
Robert  Bridges  1647 
FrancfsVvTlloughby  16^^ 
I  homai  WRggan,  165^' 


3  1  Simon  Bradftreet,  j  Edward  Gibbons,  1651' 
1677,  78.  I  John 

^  Thefe  twelve  were  here  in  1^30,  but  John  Ton  ant:  Kcilitet^ 
died  before  the  year  was  out^  YaiTch  ^harp 

■Revel-  iQo:i  went  lback« 
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John  Glover, 
Daniel  Gookin^ 
Daniel  Denifon, 
Simon  Wiilard, 
H.  Atherton, 

Ui chard  Rufiell^ 


1652  .  John  Ilnil, 

1652  I  13.  Gidnty 
i6s3  I  I  hoinas  Savag'Ci 


i6bo 


10-4 

1654 

1659 


Wiiiiain  Uro'vVti, 
Samuel  Applcloxij 

Pvobcit  ihke, 


Thomas  Danfortli,  1659  Daniel  Fiilicr^ 
William  Hawthornjibbz  j  John  VYoodbndge 
Jileazar  Lufher^  1662  |  Liiiha  Cooke, 

1 66 


John  Leveret^  ^^05 

John  Finchori^  1665 

Edward  Tyng^  1668 

William StoughtOii,  167  i 
Thomas  Clarkj '  1673 

1676 
i  677 
1679 
1 679 


i()8o 
IbSt 
1 582 
1683 

1683 

1684 
1684 
1684 


i6Sc 
1 5  8  o 
1680 
1680 


William  Johiifon^ 

|ohn  Hawthorn, 

Eiiiha  Hntchinforl,  1684 
Ifaac  Addington,-  t686 
John  Smith,  l685 

Fhfjk-  charted  appoint-* 
ed  18  affiftants,  but  the>^ 
had  fcarce  ever  cholcrt 
above  half  fo  many,  till 
by  the  King’s  order  they 
chnfe  the  full  number  iA 
1 


jofeph  Dudley, 

Peter  Bu!  t-i-i  ey  fljt 
D.  Saltonftall, 

Humfrey  Davy, 

James  Ruffelh 
Samuel  Nowdj 
peter  Tilton, 

John  Richards, 

RHODr-IsLAkd  Ruler u  ,  -  ,  r  1  i:. 

Rog  kr  Willi  AMS ,  was  truly  the  tounaev  of 

Colony,  and  a  principal  ruler  among  them,  as  we 
have  feen,  fiami  the  baginning-  1  hole  who  begail 
upon  the  ifland  had  a  di'ilerent  notion  about  govern^ 
luent  from  liun  at  Srft,  and  as  their  covenant  p.  969 
was  printed  from  an  imperfeft  copy,  I  ihdl  here 
infert  it  exactly  from  their  records  as  IoIhavs  2 

V/Ewhofe  names  are  under-written  do  here 

folctnnly,  in  the  prefcnce  of  Jehovah,  incoi  poi ate 
F.xod.tA  ’  A.  h  oUrfdves  into  a  body  politic,  and 
2  Chron.'i  i  ,3  V  lhall  help, will  I'ubmit  our  pen. nis, lives 
2  Kings  n  j  7  3  and  eftates.  Unto  our  Lord  Je.uS 

Ghrlft,  the  Kiug  of  l^lU^  ,  -  '  " 


'^3’ 
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to  all  thofe  perfea  and  moft  abfolute  laws  of  hi% 
gu  CO  us  in  hxs  holy  word  of  truth,  to  be  "uided 
and  judged  thereby-  And  they  then  appointed 

thi  nn^r’  according  to  this  covenant ; 

lAd  “‘^1?  fi’  biy  of  the  freemen 

lud  ,liy  the  coofent  ot  the  body  it  is  acr-eed 

luvnjcii^who  fhali  be  chofen  to  the  place  of/7r/-r.’ 

they  are  to  affift  the  judge  in  the  cxecuthin 

ot  jiiftice  and  judgment,  for  the  regulating  and 

oideimg  of  all  offences  and  offenders,  and  for  tiic 

I,  determining  of  all  fuch  rules  and' 

laws  as  ihad  be  according  to  God,  which  may 
conduce  to  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  common- 
wea  •  and  to  tliem  is  committed  bv  the  body  the 
vmolc  care  and  charge  of  all  the  affairs  thereof; 
and  that  die  judge  together  with  the  ciders,  ihall 
lu  t  and  govCTn  according  to  the  general  rules  of 
the  word  of  God,  when  they  have  no  particular 
Jule  from  God’s  word,  by  the  body  preferibed  as 
a  direclion  unto  them  m  the  cafe.  And  further 
It  IS  agreed  and  confented  unto,  that  the  judge 
and  ciders  flrali  be  accountable,  unto  the  body 
once  every  quarter  of  the  year,  (whenas  the  body 
lh  al!  be  aflembled)  of  all  fuch  cafes,  aclions  or  rules 
which  have  pafFed  through  their  hands,  by  them 
to  be  fcanned  and  weighed  by  the  v/ord  of  Chrift  j 
and  if  by  the  body  or  any  of  them,  the  Lord  fiiall 
be  plealed  to  difpenfe  light  to  the  contrary  of 
what  by  the  judge  or  elders  hath  been  determined 
foimeily,  that  then  and  there  it  fhall  be  repealed 
as  the  aft  of  the  body  ;  and  if  it  be  otherwife,  that 
then  it  fhall  ftand  (till  further  light  concerning  kf 
for  the  prefent_  to  be_  according  to  God,  and  the 
tender  care  if  indulging  fatherk 

William  Dyre,  eJerkP 

Ihi'EY 
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They  then  chofe  the  elders  named  in  p.  97 
nd  went  on  as  is  there  mentioned,  dll  March  x  6, 
164.1  when  thev  distranchiicd  Carder,  Holden, 
Shatton  and  Potter,  and  fuipended  from  votemg 
George  Parks,  John  Briggs,  and  Mr  Lenthai 
who  was  gone  tor  England  ;  and.  then  faid,  It 
is  ordered  by  the  authority  of  this  prefent  court, 
that  none  be 'Accounted  a  delinquent  for  doanne, 
provided  it  be  not  direclly  repugnant  fo  the  go- 
vernment  and  laws  eftablilhed.”  And  in  September 
following  they  faid,  “  The  law  concernmg  liberty 
of  confcience  in  point  of  doHrine  is  perpetuated. 
Atter  they  received  their  charter^  tneir  rulers 

vvere  as  follows  : 


P refulents  or  Governors  '  P eleg  Sanford ,1680  8  z 
John  Cogglhall,  i647->^Mi.am  Coddingtoxn, 


Roger  WUliams,  1648!  1683— 85,  died  168S, 

’  ""  ■  Henry  Bull 


died  1683  a^t. 

84. 

John  Smith,  1649,  52. 
Nicholas  Eafton,  1650, 
51,  72,  73,  died  1675. 
Gregory  Dexter,  a 653 
died  sec.  91. 
Benedict  Arnold,  1657? 
—•60,62 — 65^ 
77,785dicdjanei9, 1678 
William  Brenton,  1660 


10^15,  90. 
John  Eafton,  1690 — -95 
died  1705,  sst  85. 
Caleb  Carr,  1695 

Samuel  Cranfton,  1698 
—  17^7,  died  April  26, 

1727, 


Jofeph  Jcncks,  1727- 


3  2,  died  June  15,  174^; 
aeed  84. 


D 


Wm.Wanton,i732 — 34^ 


—62,66 — >69,di£d 1 674 j  Jc^hn  anton,  i/34  4^ 

WilliamCoddlngton, 1 674  Richard  W ard,  174  ‘  —43 


died  Nov.  i 


.78,  xt  78. 


75.78 

16 

Walter  Clarke,  1676,86, 
96,  97,  died  June  1714- 
John  Cranfton,  1678 
8  0,  died  rvf ar .  12,1680 


William  Greene,  1743-^ 
— 45,  46,  48 — 55,  57* 

GideonWanton,  1745.47 

Stephen  Hopkins,  1755 
57,  58 — 62,  64,  67 
69. 

Samuel 


,  ■  V- 
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feanniel  Ward,  1762--  Ro’rtKazard,  1750^^-2^ 

J.Gardner,  1754, 36—64 

1769  Jonathan  Nichols,  1 7 -5, 


64,  65™6' 


,  .V  ’^7 

Jolias  Lyndon^ 

Joicpji  vVanton,  i  yyo^^y  ^ 
jNicIir  Gooke,  ]775 — r-yy. 

Deputy  Govep^nors, 
%VilIiani  Ercnton,  1 66  ^ 
—66/ 


joicph  V/anton,  jun. 
^  1764,  67-^69. 

Eliilia  Brown,  iyS:^<-^Sy 
N icholas Cooke,  a 7 69, 7 3 
DariusSch'on,  ]  7^0—73 
vV ill  Bradi  o rd,  l  u  ■*  — y 

’  f  ^  j  '  /  / 
As  I  ST  A  N  TS* 

Roger  Williams, 

John  Saniiord, 

W.  Codefington. 

Randal  Holden, 
Jerentiah  Clarke, 


Nicholas  Eaftoq,  i666~ 

69,  70. 

ohn  Clarke,  1669,  7 if 
ohn  Cranftonj  1672,  76 

— 78. 

John  Eallon,  1575. 

''am es  Barker,  1678,79. 

Yilter  Clarke,  1 679-^ ;  John  Smith, 

85,  i7oit~i4.  iThomas  Olncy, 

Jolin Cogfliaii,  i668,  90*1  John  Clarke, 
JoIinGreeneidgo — 1701  | Samuel  Gorton, 
JHe^nry- Tew,  1714,,  William  Field, 

-20, 'John  Porter, 

I  John  Wickt's, 

John  Wanton,  1721 — <  John  Say les, 

^3-29 — 34 

Jonathan  Nichols,  1727, 

rilomT9.  Brv- 


j  j 

Jofephjencks,  1715 


j 


'> 

^  j 


Thomas  Fry,  1727^29 
Geo.  Hazard,  1734—38. 
Daniel  Abbot.4738  — 4c. 

Richard  Ward,  1740. 
Wm.  Greene.  1741 — 4 '5. 
Joleph  Whipple,  J743-*f>~ 
45546*)  5^  ^54 


1647 

1647 

i6.^;-7 

1647 
1 948 
]  648 
i6z19 

1649 
1699 
165® 

1650 
163  a 

^653 

‘653 

'654 

1654 

16;  a. 


btukely  Wefcoat, 
IBoaias  Harris, 

John  Roonic, 

Benedict  Arnold, 
FVilliam  Ba n Ifi  on ,  1 6  6 
John  Coggfiiail,  1656 
Arthur  Fenner, 

Richard  Tew, 
joiepli  Clarke, 


^657 

1658 
1660 
j  663^’ 
Walter, 

above  named  IVliifrs.  paijhlo75j.Forter,  Wi]]idm.s  Orney, 
Smikh,  Gt-eene.  Ci  gfhall,  Barker,  Fi»ld  aTci  JoBrph  Clarkcu 
&h«  tea  aifhUjUs  ap^oinied  In  their  laib  chartta*. 


.Vm.  Robinfon,  1745,  47!  John  Greene, 
"Wm,  Ellery,  i748-::-5o.  j  J:imts  Barker, 
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Walter,  Todd, 
John  Gardner, 


1667 

1667 

1667 

i663 


1664 

1665 

Kd\vard  Smith,  1665 
William  Carpenter,  166  5 

John  Brown,  1665 
Samuel  Wilbore,  1665 
John  Eafton,  1606 

William  Harris,  1666 
Ricuard  Gardner,  1666 
Benjamin  Smith,  i666 
Pe’eg  Sanford, 

William  Rcape, 

Stephen  Arnold, 

John  Cranfton, 

Tliomas  01ney,jun.i669 
Jolhua  Cogglhail,  1669 
John  Tripp, 

James  Greene, 

John  Albro, 

Richard  Smith, 

Francis  Brinlcy, 

Henry  Brown, 

Walter  Clarke, 

Daniel  Gould, 

Job  Almey, 

Idenry  Bull, 

Benjamin  Barton, 
Edward  Thurfton,  1675 
Thomas  Barden,  1675 
William  Codman, 

Sam'l  Gorton  jun. 

John  Whipple, 

Thomas  Greene, 

Caleb  Carr, 

'J'hornas  Ward, 

Wm,  Coddihgtbn, 


i68» 

i68a 

1681 

1685 


1672 


1676 

1676 

1677 

1678 

1679 
1679 
x63o 


Jofeph  Jencks, 

George  Lawton, 

Richard  Arnold, 

John  Potter, 

XV alter  Newbury,  1686 
Benedicl  Arnold,  1690 
Chrifto.  Almey,  1690 

ConneBicut  Governors. 
Edward  Hopkins,  1635 
died  in  England  1657 
John  Haines, 

George  Wyllys, 

1  homas  Wells, 

John  Webfter, 

J.  Winthrop,  1662-— 76 
died  April  5, 1676,  set.  71- 
William  Leete, 

Robert  Treat, 

J.  Winthrop  died  1707 
G.  Saltonftall,  1707- — 24 
J.  Talcot,  1724 — 41 
died  October  1741 
Jona.  Law,  1741—5® 
died  1750  \ 

R.  Woolcot, 

Tho.  Fitch, 

Wm.  Pitkin, 
died  1766. 

Jona/lVumbull  1 769—  77 


H50' 

1754- 

I  769- 


69 


New- Haven  Governors. 

Thco.  Eaton,  1637—57 
di  d  1657. 

F.  Newman,  1657—6® 
died  1660 

Wra.  Leete,  1660—62, 

E2.1£F 
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Brief  Remarks. 

to  think  of 

gamil  a  free  government,  where  each  freeman 

PitVm'tl  ?  their  chief  rulers, 

i  .ymoutn  had  this  hoerty  m  its  full  extent  :  jiav- 

mg  full  power  to  lay  the  plan  of  their  o-overn- 

meet  as  tncy^^plealed,  and  to  cisci:  whemi  they 

ouid  mto  oilice,  Lach  freeman  in  that  Colony 

had  tncir  equal  vote  in  the  annual  choice  of 

remmS?'  "''''  governor  Bradford 

m  •  .  ‘•ocm  toinetimcs  to  eiccT:  others  into  that 
office,  It  IS  probable  that  in  the  whole  7^  years  of 
eii  continuance  as  a  diftinct  colony,  they  would 
jever  have  cnanged  it  into  any  more  hands  than 
death  oonged  them  to  ;  and  in  facd  they  never  did 
but  five  times  in  all  thofe  years  ;  and  New-Haven 
made  no  fuch  change  while  they  remained  a  dif- 
tincl  government.  _  And  eve  have  good  evidence 
that  even  afergantm  Plymouth  militia  was  treat¬ 
ed  wntn  more  honorable  regards  than  captains' 
have  now  oeen  for  thefe  many  years  paff.  In 
Connecticut  rvhere  their  governors  have  always 
been  cicefed  annually,  by  votes  of  the  free¬ 
men  fent  in  from  every  town  in  the  colony, 
they  have  chofen  but  16  men  in  140  years,  and 
but  ten  in  a  hundred  years,  only  two  or  three  of 
whom  were  left  out  of  office  til!  they  died.  And 
tlie  Maffachufetts  chofe  but  eight  governors  in 
63  year.s.  But  hnee  this  fickle  popularity  (as 
lome  call  fuch  g-overnment)  was  taken  aw^ay,  and 
the  power  was  veiled  in  a  crowned  head,  to  fix 
governors  over  us  by  a  ftcady  commiffion,  in 
which  the  people  had  no  voice,  the  province  in 
0  2  yeais  iras  had  a  idiips,  Stoughton,  Bellaiuont, 
Dudley,  Jailor,  Shute,  Duminer,  Burnet,  Belcher, 

Sliirley, 
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Shirley,  Phips,  Pownal,  Bernard,  Ilntchlnfon, 
and  Gaj^e,  for  conimandci  s  in  chief,  w  ho  have 

each  in  their  turns  been  invefted  with  power,  to 

negative  our  councellors  when  elected,  and  to  ne« 
p'ative  any  and  every  acf  that  oui  aflexnbly  could 
pals,  vid  to  dilfolve  them  when  they  pleafed.  All 
thefe  in  a  fpace  when  Connefticut  had  but  about 
lii!r  fb  manv  governors,  and  in  34  years  of  the 
time  Rhode- liland  had  but  two.  And  the  evil 
eflecio.  arterward  of  a  depreciating  currency,  and 
of  party  influence  in  clcclions,  all  need  to  bew^arc 
or  at  this  day.  Hence,  2  Learn  the  importance 
of  vie  wing  peioonij  and  aciionsiii  their  dlflin£l  light ^ 
fo  as  not  to  confound  good  and  evil,  truth  and  faif« 
hood  together.  God  fays,  only  by  pride  cometh  con¬ 
tention  {but  vjith  the  well'acivifed  ts  wifdcnh  Pride 
caufed  a  contention  about  whojhould  he  greateft^  even 
among  the  apoftlcs,  and  made  them  think  ofcal]« 
ing  iov  fire  jron  heaven  to  confume  fiich  as  would  not 
receive  them.  And  Dr.  Owen  well  fays,  “  Gofpel 
conlfitutions,  in  the  cafe  of  herefy  or  error,  feem 
not  to  favour  any  courfe  of  violence,  I  mean  of 
civil  penalties.  Foi  told  it  is,  that  herefies  muft 
be,  I  Cor.  1 1,  19,  but  this  for  the  manifefting  of 
thole  who  are  approved,  not  the  deftroying  of 
thofe  chat  are  not. — Perhaps  thofc  who  call  for 
the  fword  on  earth,  are  as  unacquainted  with 
their  own  fpirits,  as  thofe  that  called  for  fire  from 
heaven,  Luk.  1 1.  And  perhaps  the  parable  of  the 
tares  gives  in  a  pofitive  rule  as  to  this  whole  bufi- 
nefs.’’*  Thefe  fentiments  were  inculcated  upon 
our  Plymouth  fathers  before  they  came  to  this 
country,  fee  p.  26—32.  And  governor  Bradford 
was  the- owner  of  the  book  which  contained  them 
that  I  am  now  favoured  with  ;  and  wdiile  he  con¬ 
tinued 

*  CQllcdion  nf  his  trads^  17- P«  SH' 
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tinned  governor  Mr.  Williams  could  be  cOmfof- 
table  at  Plymoutlu  but  when  Mr  Winllow  came 
into  that  office  in  1633,  he  requeftcd  a  fubmillion 
to  haiem.  And  the  lecond  time  Mr.  M'inflovv' 
was  governor  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Williams  to  re¬ 
move  out  ofthatjurildicdion,  p.  72,  and  a  laW 
was  made  that  year  to  forbid  the  gathering  of 
any  church  therein  without  the  rulers  leave.  He 
and  Mr.  Colliar  were  the  commiiffionsrs  for  Ply¬ 
mouth  who  on  Sept.  7,  i643,figned  thh  articles 
of  confederation  that  the  other  three  colonies  had 
entered  into  the  May  before  ;  and  who  then  con- 
cured  m  the  delivery  of  Miantinomo  to  Uncas  to 
be  ham  (though  without  torture)  and  in  advifmg 
the  Mafiachufetts  to  fend  an  armed  force  to  War¬ 
wick.  He  was  again  a  commiffionerin  their  mcet- 
mg  at  Hartford  Sept,  1644,  when  they  wrote 
to  each  colony^  to  enter  upon  a  method  of  rating 
cllperfons  by  authority,  that  refufed  or  ncglecled  tO 
give  what  the  rulers  judged  to  be  their  meet  pro¬ 
portion  toward maintenance  ;  againft  wliich 
Mr.  John  Brown,  the  other  Plymouth  commiffio- 
ner,  entered  his  diflent.  In  October  1645,  in  a 
thin  aflembly  at  Plymouth,  Mr.  WTnflow  pnr- 
pounded,  “  and  after  a  wnolc  days  aaitation*'  got 
fomething  of  this  nature  allowed  and"" entered  up- 
^  on  the-.!  wafle  book  1  but  when  a  full  allcmbly 
'met  the  next  week  Mr.  Brown  and  other  magii- 
trates,  excepted  againft  the  entry  of  that  order, 
as  pernicious  and  deffructivc  to  the  weal  of  tlie 
government,  and  tendered  a  propofition,  to  al¬ 
low  and  maintain  full  and  free  toiierance  of  reli¬ 
gion,  to  all  men  that  would  preferve  the  civil  peace, 
and  fubmit  to  government.”  But  Mr.  W^infiow 
had  influence  enough  to  prevent  the  puttin'^  of 
that  matter  to  vote.  Wffien  the  commifiioners 

met 
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rnet  at  Nev/-Haven  Sept.  9,  1646,  they  faid,  up'* 
on  information  of  what  petitions  have  been  late  y 
pat  up  in  foine  ot  the  colonies  againll  the  good 
and  ftraight  ways  of  Chrift,  both  in  the  churches 
and  in  the  common-wealth,  the  commiffioneis,i  e- 
membering  that^hcfe  colonies,  for  thcmfelves  and 
their  poderity,  did  unite  into  this  form  of  perpetual 
leacTue,  as  for  other  ref[)eas,  fo  for  mutual  advice^ 
thra  the  truth  and  liberties  of  the  gofpel  might  bd 
preferved  and  perpetuated,  thought  it  theh  duty 
lerioudy  tocommend  it  to  the  care  anj  jurudictioo: 
of  each  general  court  within  thefe  united  colonles^^r 
that  as  they  have  laid  their  foundations  and  mea-* 
fured  the  houfe  of  God,  the  worfhip  and  wor- 
fliippers,  by  the  rod  God  hath  put  into  their  hand 
fo  they  would  walk  on  and  build  up  (all  difcoiii-* 
sL^emeats  and  difficulties  notwithdaiiding)  with  an 
undaunted  heart  and  unwearied  hand,  according 
to  the  fare  rules  and  patterns — -lhat  anabaptifm^ 
familifm,  antinomianifm,  and  generally  all  errors 
of  like  nature,  which  oppofe,  vindermine  and. 
flight  either  the  feriptures,  the  fabbath  or  othep 
ordinances  of  God,  and  bring  in  and  cry  up  un¬ 
warrantable  revelations,  inventions  ofmcn^  or  ^uy 
carnal  liberty,  under  a  deceitful  colour  of  liberty  of 
confeienre,  may  be  feafonably  and  duly  fuppreit  ^ 

'  though  they  wilh  as  much  forbearance  and  re- 
foecl;lTtay  be  had  of  tender  confciences,  feehiiig 
light,  as  m^ay  ftand  with  the  purity  of  religion  and 
peace  of  the  churches.’^  The  comniiffioncrs  for 
Plymouth,  Brown  and  Hatherly,  did  not  concur 

with  this."^  ^  IT' 

Mr.  Winflow  was  then  gone  to  icngland,  troni 

whence  he  never  returned^ ;  and  not  having 

y  y  influence^ 

*  Miff,  hift,  vol.  3,  p.  IJJ.  iSI— i^scordsof  the 

ColoniWo 
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and^T^Vl^r  Plymouth  colony, 

and  tiu.  Mahachuictts  court  to  help  them,  could 

Botpicvadm  1650,  Muth  governor  Bradford,  and 

his  a)urt,  to  mflicl  fo  much  as  a  line  upon  Mr. 

Ilolmco  ;  who  was  moft  cruelly  whipt  at  Boflon 

1C  ycai,  p.  213,  6cc.  Said  minifters  were 

not  of  the  original  planters  of  Plymouth  colony, 

and  oceanic  their  court  would  not  be  governed  by 

dicm  the  moil  of  them  left  it,  and  carried  their 
complaints  to  Boflon,  fioni  whence  frefli  crjcrtions 
were  mauc,  whicli  then  in  a  mcafure  introduced  a 
J  G  e  ’worjJjij.  ^  aUfj  Jtatt^xay  of  inaintencince  into 
1  ymoutii  colony.  I’hough  the  bloody  work  that 
followed  at  Bofton,  gave  f:uch  a  fhock  to  it  as 
uincd  them  back  again  in  a  grea'  meafure.  Mr. 
John  Brown  liad  been  a  magi  -ate  17  years. 

and  a  commiflioner  for  his  colon)  i  years,  even 

down  to^^i  656.  And  we  are  told  that  he  was,“weil 
accompluhed  with  abilities  both  civil  and  relio-ious 
and  attained,  through^  grace,  unto  a  comfortable 
perfuafion  of  the  love  and  favour  of  God  to  him  : 
he  failing  hek  of  a  fever,  with  much  ferenity  and 
r  Ipintual  comfort  fell  afieep  in  the  Lord,  at  Wan- 
iiarnoifet  near  Rehoboth,  in  the  fpri.ng  of  the  yeab 
»662.”  *  His  fon  James  joined  the  next  year  in¬ 
forming  a  baptift  church  there,  and  both  in  1665, 
and  1666,  the  freemen  through  the  colony  deeded 
him  for  one  of  their  magiftrates,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  Mallachufctts  court  disfrancaifed  tw'o  of 
their  ancient  freemen,  for  no  worfc  crime  than 
Mr.  Brown  then  lived  in.  And  though  he  did 
not  fee  caufe  then  to  accept  of  that  office,  yet  be- 
ing  chofen  again  in  167  p  he  acccpced  it,  and  ferv- 
ed  his  colony  therein  eleven  years  ;  in  the  midft 
©f  which  time  perfeciition  w'as  again  revived  at 
Bofton,  and  Mr.  Brown  and  his  minift  cr  wer@ 

*  Marton.  p,  175,  17!^, 
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fined  for  vifiting  their  afflicted  brethren  there. 
With  what  face  then  can  any  man  reproach  New- 
Engiand  in  general,  with  the  periecutions  which 
its  tirit  founders,  and  many  of  its  bell  members 
afterward  abhorred  !  And  of  all  men  how  inex^ 
cuhible  are  epifcopalians  in  fo  doing,  when  it  was 
the  errors  the  Mallachuletts  brought  out  of  their 
church  that  produced  all  thofe  milchiefs,  of  which 
they  were  then,  and  have  been  ever  fince,  much 
more  guilty  than  thole  they  compiain  of  here  ! 
In  England  and  Scotland  they  in  that  day  deftroy- 
ed  more  hundreds  of  lives,  in  trying  to  eftablilh 
their  fupremacy  over  the  confciences  of  men^  than  the 
Maffachufetts  hanged  perfons.  And  they  have 


not  only  always  taxed  dillenters  to  their  minilfers 


wherever  they  could  get  power  to  do  it,  but  alfo 
in  Virginia  they  have  fined  and  imprilbncd  our 
ininifters  only  for  preaching  without  thcir  li-4f 
cence  ;  and  continued  this  cruel  trade  till  the 
prefent  rapture  put  a  hop  to  it.  3.  Hence  fe^ 
the  pernicious  evil  of  uiing  carnal  weapons  in  re¬ 
ligious  affairs.  Papifts,  epifcopalians,  prefbyteri- 
ans  and  congregationaliffs  have  all  tried  it  in  their 
turns  ;  but  inftead  of  giving  up  the  root  of  this 


mifehief,  they  have  each  of  them  tried  to  caft 


all  the  reproach  of  it,  upon  the  bad  difpohtions 
of  their  neighbours  ;  and  fo  it  has  been  a  con- 
ftant  fource  of  raiiiarly  and  Hander.  But  where 
can  a  better  fet  of  men  be  found  upon  earth,  fmee 
Conflantine  firfl  brought  dhe  carnal  weapon  into 
the  church,  who  concured  in  ufiag  of  it  ther^u 
than  the  fathers  of  the  Maffachuletts  ?  Look  back 
to  p.  138  — 141,  and  then  tell  me  where  you  can 
find  a  more  excellent  ru’er  chan  governor  Win-* 
throp,  that  ever  travelled  in  that  paili  t  And  Mr. 
Shenard  of  Cambridge,  who  died  five  months  af- 
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ter  liim,  faid,  Surely  all  the  perfons,  whofe 
Jiearts  tke  Lord  iiirrcd  up  in  >tliis  bulinefs,  were 
jiot  raih,  Vv^eak-fpirited,  inconfidcrate  of  what 
they  lelt  behind^  or  What  it  was  to  go  into  a  wiU 
dernefs.  But  if  we  were  able  to  recount  the  ha- 
guiar^  workings'  of  divine  providence,  lor  the 
pringing  on  this  work,  to  what  it  is  come  unto, 
tt  woipd  hop  the  fTiOUths  ot  ail.  Whatever  many 
mirf  fay  or  think,  we  believe  after  times  will  ad¬ 
mire  and  adore  the  Lord  herein,  when  all  his  holy 
ends,  and  the  ways  he  has  ufed  to  bring  them 
about  huiil  appear.— What  fhal!  wc  fay  of  lire  fin- 
l^mar  providence  of  God,  in  bringing  lo  many 
ifiipdoad  of  hb  people  through  fo  many  dangers, 
with  lb  nuich  lafefy  from  year  to  year  *  '"The 
fath^miy  care  ot  our  God,  in  feeding  and  cloathing 
'  fo  many  in  a  wiidernefs>  giving  Inch  iicaulu-ne/s 
and  great  increafe  of  pbherity  ? — But  above  all 
we  rnuft  acknowledge  tiie  frngular  pity  and  mer¬ 
cies  of  our  God,  that  hath  done  ai!  this,  and  much 
more,  for  a  people  fo  unworthy,  fo  finiul,  that  hy 
murm  11  rings  of  many,  unfciithfulnefs  in  promifes^ 
opprejhons:^  and  other  evils  that  are  found  among 
las,  have  fo  difiionored  Ids  majefiy,  exj  ofed  his 
\vork  here,  to  much  fcandal  and  obliqoy,  for 
which  v/e  have  caufe  forever  to  be  afhamed,  that 
the  Lord  fhould  yet  own  us,  and  rather  correct  us 
in  meafure,  than  call  us  off  ia  dilpleafiire,  and 

fcatter 

^  compute^  thst  froni  1628  to  1643  (when  the  times 

^turncKi  in  iinfgand^  and  forne  W'-ent  back)  th^t  I'hc  number  of  fhips 
whichprought  them  over  were  298  ;  -the  men,  women  a.;d  chii- 
fsren  who  came  in  them  2  1, 200  or  thereabout.  That  the  paffage 
of  the  perfons  coii  9^,000!.  .the  live  Itock,  i?,oool.  behde  tre 
price  of  them  in  England  ;  pro.cnrirg  food  till  they  could  raife 
3t  here,  45,000,  nails,  glafs  and  other  material /or  building, 
38,000!,  arn*s  and  ammuiUlion.  22,000,  in  ail  192,000,  l'>e- 
fide  much  more  which  the  adventures  Lid  out  in  England 
their  ufc.  Johufoa,  p.  2S — 31. 
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fcatter  us  in  this  wildernefs.”^  Wc  are 
that  when  governor  Winthrop  lay  on  his  death 
bed  Mr.  Dudley  requefted  him  to  hgn  a 
to  banilh  Mr.  Mathews  a  .Welch  ^ 

he  refuted,  faying,  “  I  h/ve  had  my  hand 

much  in  fuch  things  already,  f  nianterq 

Captain  Roger  Clap,  one  of  the 
of  Dorcheifer,  the  commander  ot  Caftle-M  illiam 
for  20  years,  and  who  bore  feveral  other  ofcccs  m 
the  Rate  with  honor,  and  died  in  Botton  in  1691, 
in  fuch  efteem  that  the  whole  general  affembly 
attend  his  funeral,  wrote  fome  memorials  ot  tho  e 

ear.y  times,  with  his  fatherly  advice  to  his  chil¬ 
dren.  And  obferving  that  thar Jirmts  were  fome- 
times  fo  great  that  the  very  crufts  ot  his  father  s 
tabic  in  England  would  have  been  as  a  dainty  in 
this  wildernefs  he  fays,  “  I  took  notice  of  it,  as  a 
great  favour  of  God  unto  me,  not  only  to  pre- 
ferve  my  life,  but  to  give  me  contentedncls  m  all 
thefe  ftraits  ;  infomuch  that  I  do  not  remembec 
that  I  ever  withed  in  my  heart  that  1  had  no 

come  into  this  country,  nor  wifhed  mylelf  back 

a^ain.  Yea,  I  was  fo  far  from  that,  that  1  wifhed 
and  advifed  fome  of  my  dear  brethren  to  come  hi¬ 
ther  alfo  ;  which  accordingly  one  of  my  brothers, 
and  thofc  w'ho  married  my  two  fitters,  fold  their 
means,  and  came  hither.  The  Lord  Jefus  Chiill 
was  to  plainly  held  out  in  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel  unto  poor  loft  finners,  and  the  abfolute  ne- 
cellhy  of  the  new  birth,  and  God’s  holy  m 

thofe  days  accompanied  the  word  with  tuch  efficacy 
upon  the  hearts  of  many,  that  our  hearts  were 
taken  off  from  Old-England,  and  fet  uponliEAVEN. 
Many  were  converted,  and  others  ettablilhcd  in 

believing.  Many  joined  unto  the  feveial  chinches 

where 


■f  Mignftia,  B,  3  p.  89.  f'Bllhop,  p.  157. 
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where  they  lived,  confeffing  their  faith  nphlicklv 

and  fliewtn Zv/Jjr/'  zr// / /  P^^Diickiy, 

the  ajembiy,  their  exterh-nre! 

»f  ihe  worhnuh nf  ClnrPc  r^-  -f-  ,  rxpenenies 

them  to  rZla  ^  V-  their  hearts,  to  brin. 

much  cv? /  i^eareis  found  very 

rouch  good  by,  to  help  theai  to  try  their  nwn 

heartvand  to  confidcr  how  it  was  with  them  •— 

ch“ft!?r.r."T  ‘r'  V"'".'-"'  been  fted  in  u’or: 

that  de‘“®'  both  by  thofe 

alfo  by  tirole  wno  heard  them  !  in  thofe  d''vsCf)fl 
.»«  our  „„„  God,  did  bleft  New  i 

.6to“°,iv"/h.T‘h';-' “tSe 

^  honored  perfoas  who  were 

now  ip  placq  of  government,  having  the  prona<ra 
turn  of  thf»  chnrrhps  nf  rh,rtl  ■ 

bv  all  ^  their  eye,  labored 

Y  _  mwans  to  make  room  for  inhabitants 

know.ng  won  that  whore  the  earcafi  i,.  thither 

Wiil  the  eagle  refort.  But  herein  thev  wpr/» 

poftd  by  certain  perfons,  whole  gieedy  dcjre 
land,  much  hind.e.l  the  work  lor  a  tiL  •  "  ,f 

_  lotict  how  there  were  cured  of  this  dift-m 

before  t'hev  "h.d  ‘“^d"  'hen' 

poverty  and  famifhment,  luppollne  the  1  r  ^ 
Icarcrty  M,>uld  never  be  turned  info 
ino\ed  tnemfch-cs  away,  ^and  ib  never  ^beheld  tb' 
rea  good  the  Lord  f.ath  done 'Li  ht  p^ 

?nd  m  the  mils  of  beer,  fupplied  themfeive's  Zkh 

bieilinfr  the  l  ord  that  I'n  f  ’ 

to  fe' tT“rw’  “h"‘?'.'b''y  bad  not  rhe 
?hac  hak.s  the  tmrft  of  their  natural  bodies,  giveri 

.'"PiJnee  5  Chriftina  infiory,  yol,  j.  p. 
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them  by  mcsifare,  but  might  drink  to  the  full ;  aS 
alio  ill  the  abfence  oi  bread,  tliey  pleaicd  them- 
felves  with  fiih.  I  he  women  once  a  da^,  as  the 
tidefervcd,  reforted  to  themufclcs  and  clam-banks, 
where  they  daily  gathered  then'  faiuilieh  food,  with, 
much  lieavcnly  dilcoufe  of  the  pioviiions  Chnft 
formerly  made  for  many  thoufands  ofhis  followers 
m  the  wildernefs.  Quoth  one,  my  hufband  hath 
traveled  as  far  as  Plymouth,  [about  40  miles]  and 
hath  with  great  toil  brought  a  little  coi  n  home, 
and  before  that  is  fpent  the  Lord  will  affuredly 
provide  i  quoth  the  other,  Our  laft  peck  of  meal 
is  in  the  oven  at  home  a  baking,  and  many  of  our 
godly  neighbours  have  quite  fpent  all,  and  we 
owe  one  loaf  of  that  little  we  have*  ‘Then  fpake 
a  third,  My  hufband  hath  ventered  himfelf  among 
the  Indians  for  corn,  and  can  get  none,  as  alfo 
our  honored  governor  hath  diftributed  his  fb  far, 
that  a  day  or  two  more  will  put  an  end  to  his  ftore 
and  all  the  reft  ;  and  yet  methlnks  bur  children 
are  cheerful,  fat  and  lufty,  with  feeding  upon  thefe 
mufclcs,  clams  and  other  iifh,  as  they  were  in  Eng¬ 
land,  with  their  fill  of  bread,  wbich  makes  me 
cheerful  in  the  Lord's  providing  for  us  ;  being 
further  confirmed  by  the  exortation  of  our  paftor 
to  trull  111  the  Lord,  ‘  whofe  is  the  c;^rth  and  the 
fulnefs  thereof.  As  they  were  encouraging  one 
another  in  Chrift’s  careful  providing  for  them, 
they  lift  up  their  eyes  and  faw  two  fhips  coming 
in,  and  prefently  this  news  comes  to  their  ears, 
that  they  were  come  from  Ireland  full  of  vixftuals.'*’^ 

Oh  ! 

*  In  one  of  tSofe  (hips  came  Mr,  RofjerWilliams.  yehufotix  p.’ 
48,  49  Fi  inces  annuals,  p.  i8,  47.  We  arc  told  that  one  of  the 
iathers  ol  that  day,  having  dined  with  his  friends  on  clams  with¬ 
out  bread,  dcvotly  returned  thanks,  th.at  God  had  caufed  them 
to  fuck  ef  the  abundance  of  th^  fa,  andqf  trsafurts  hid  In  thojandh 
Ma^nalia,  i,  p.  22; 
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Oh  !  how  glorioiifly  do  they  fliine,  and  hov»« 
taanrully  do  they  taik,when  exerciling  themfcives 
in  the  gofpel  armour,  to  what  they  do  when  tlicv 
come  down  to  the  ufc  of  earthly  weapons  in  hea- 
^enly  concernments  !  In  1645  they  compared  the 
baptius  oppofition  to  fuch  conduct,  to  what  Ame- 
lek  did  to  Ifrael  were  weak.  And  the 

erecTng  of  a  fmall  baptift  _  church  in  1665,  w^as 

called  zjlronq^  attempt  againft  them  from  the  fpi~ 
rit  of  anabaptifm  ;  the  permifflon  of  which  among 
them  they  laid,  manifeftly  tended  to  the  de/iruc- 
tion  of  their  churches,  though  they  had  above  forty 
of  them  then  in  their  colony,  hi  joint  communion 
•with  about  as  many  more  in  neighbouring  co!o- 
Tiies.*  And  in  1681  they  compared  their  ecclefu 
aftical  cftablifhrrient  to  a  fusil  boat,  and  thofe  few* 
illetiratc  baptifts  to  the  ballaft  of  a^^wA/?);>,wdiich 
was  dike  to  fnk  it.  Hence  it  was  their  weaknefs, 
and  not  theirftrength,  that  caufcd  them  to  treat 
the  baptifts  fo  cruelly.  The  extending  of  the  gof- 
pel  ordinance  of  baptilm  to  fubjecls  wfio  are  in  3 
Rate  of  nature  '  the  limitting  the  church  of  Chrilf 
to  human  fchools  for  minifters,  and  compelling  all 
to  fupport  fueh  and  only  fuch,  are  points  which 
had  but  a  weak  bottom  to  hand  upon  in  that  day^ 
When  the  power  of  godlinef  was  fo  well  known  'm 
the  country. 


*  Ghriftha  hlft.  to!,  i,  p.  64^ 
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CONTAIN  INQ 

A  BRIEF  SUMMARY 

O  t  t  «  E 

ECCLESiASTIGAL  AFFAIRS 

OF  THIS  COUNTRY, 

DOWN  TO  THE  PR2SENT  T  1  U 

Four  principles  haye,  Iri  differeiit  ages'  anj 
countries,  been  propofed  to  found  govern^- 
ment  upon,  viz.  nature,  grace,  power  and  com^ 
pact.  James  the  firft  took  much  pains  to  perfiudcc 
liis  people,  that  he  was  born  to  rule  them  |  even, 
fo  tliat  the  privileges  he  was  pleafed  to  allow  them,> 
were  rather  favours  from  him,  than  original  rights 
in  them.  And  his  flattering  courtiers,  perceiving 
Iiis  huntor,  gave  him  the  title  of  /acred  maje/iy^ 
which  the  kingdom  was  very  little  acquainted  witit 
before*  His  high  claims  occafioned  perpetual 
troubles  to  himfelf,  and  coft  his  fon  his  crowiij 
and  the  head  that  wdre  it.  And  when  fa<?ts  ard 
examined  it  appears,  that  Henry  Vll,  from  whorrt 
came  their  hereditary  title,  had  as  little  right  by 
birch  to  the  crown  of  England,  as  any  masi  thaC 
had  worn  it  in  500  years  ;  and  he  made  his  way  M 
it  thro’  blood  and  iiaugliter.^^  The  Pope  has  been, 
the  moft  notable  advocate  for  founding  dominion 
in  grace  ;  and  by  deceitful  reafonhigs  from  tliejew-* 
ifli  hand-writwg^  he  has  ufiirped  the  feat  of  him> 
who  is  HEAD  OF  all  P  R  I  N  C  I  P  A  L  LIT  Y  ANr> 
POWER.  Henry  Vili  took  ofl’ence  at  the  pope’^5 
conduct,  and  rejecting  his  power  affumed  it  tog 

himfelf 

*flapin,  Yol.  2,  p.  liti 
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himfelf  ;  and  many  others,  mt  holdhig  the  heai5^' 
have  fubjeclcd  fouls  to  Jlav^h  ordinances^  after  the 
dodirines  and  cominandments  of  nun.  Col.  2.  Crom¬ 
well  was  a  notable  aclor  upon  the  third  pi ineiplcj 
who  having  gotten  the  power  into  his  hands^ 
pleaded  that  he  ought  to  ufe  it  for  the  good  of 
the  nation  :  and  his  enemies  acknowledge  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  his  tallants  for  government,  if  he  had 
but  obtained  his  power  in  a  righteous  w^ay.  But 
he  dying  left  tfce  nation  in  great  confufion  ;  to 
get  relief  from  'which  they  reftortd  the  fecor/d 
Charles,  with  good  words  and  fair  fpeeches,  veith- 
dut  fettling  any  fixed  and  certain  conditions  with 
him.  Soon  after  which,  prielleraft  w^as  iifcd  to 
ftir  up  tumults  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  tlien  to  cry,  The  church  is  in  danger  !  which 
moved  the  parliament  to  make  law^s  to  exdude 
,  all  perfons  from  teaching  either  in  cliiirches  of 
fchoofs,  whorefufed  an  aflent  and  confent  to  their 
ordinances  of  men.,  and  lilfo  to  declare  it  to  be  un- 
kwful  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  king,  upon  any 
pretence  %vhatfoevei\  And,  as  Dr.  Calamy  obferves, 
paflive  obediehce  and  non-refiftance,  was  the  doc-’ ' 
trine  that  for  25  years  made  tKcir  pulpits  ring  and 
prclles  groan.  Yet  no  fooner  was  this  doefrme 
turned  againft  the  epifcopalians  than  behold  I 
they  called  in  the  prince  of  Orange,  with  an  anned 
force  to  drive  their  king  from  his  throne  !  And  now 
the  fourth  principle  is  prefered,  and  a  compacf^ 
containing  a  large  bill  of  rights,  is  made  with 
William  before  his  coronation  *,  and  he  and  his 
<^ueen  were  brought,  folemrily  to  promife  and 
-  Iwear  to  govern  the  people  of  the  kingdoin  of 
England,  and  the  dominions  thereto  belonging, 
according  to  the  ftatutes  in  parliament  agreed  on, 

and  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  fame  )  and  t© 

their 
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their  power  to  caufelaw  and  jufticetobe  executed 
in  mercy,  in  all  their  judgements.”  And  enacted 
that  this  oath  fliould  be  taken  by  all  their  luccel- 

fors  in  that  office.  .  „  ,  ,  • 

ISIovv  the  word,  of  God  pl3.inly  flicws,  th3,t 
way  of  mutual  compiled:  or  covenant,  is  the  only 
risihteous  foundation  for  civil  government,  him 
MUien  Urael  mu  ft  needs  have  a  king  like  the  reft 
of  the  nations,  and  he  indulged  them  in  that  ict 
queft,  yet  neither  Saul  nor  David,  who  were 
iiointed  by  hi*  immediate  direction,  ever  afiumed- 
the  regal  power  oyer  the  people,  but  by  their 
freeconfent.  And  though  the  family  of  David 
had  the  cleareft  claim  to  hereditary  fucceffion,that 
any  family  on  earth  ever  had,  yet  when  ten  of 
the  twelve  tribes  rcvoltecf  from  his  grandfon,  be-» 
caufe  he  refufed  to  comply  with  what  they  eftcem- 
ed  a  reafonable  propofal,  and  hs  had  collected  art 
army  to  bring  them  back  by  force,  God  warned 
him  not  to  do  it,  and  he  obeyed  nim  therein.  ^  Iiacl 
thefe  plain  precedents  been  regarded  in  later  times, 
w'hat  woes  and  raiferies  wmuld  they  have  pre¬ 
vented  !  But  the  hiftofy  of  all  ages  and  nations 
fhews,  that  when  men  have  got  the  power  into 
their  hands,  they  often  ufe  it  to  gratify  their  own 
lufts,  and  recur  to  nature,  religion  or  the  conlti- 
tution  (as  they  think  will  heft  lerve)  to  carry  and 
yet  cover  their  wretched  dcfigns  \  a  lamentable- 

proof  of  which  is  now  before  us.^  .  ,  .  ,  ^  •  j 
Da.  Mather,  as  a  capable  and  faithful  mend  to 
his  country,  laboured  unweariedlv  to  have  the 
ri-hts  and  privileges  of  it  reftored  and  enlarged  ; 
in  order  to  which  he  prevailed  v.’ith  archbilhop 
Tillotfon  to  tell  the  king  that,  “  it  would  by  no 
means  do  well  for  him  to  take  any  of  thofe  privi¬ 
leges  from  the  people  of  Ncw-Englar-d,  winch 
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kingCharlcs  the  ft  had  granted  thern.”  And 

o  t'iined  a  prprnife  from  bifhop  I?urnet  that,  “  On 
the  firit  opfjcrtunity  he  would  declare  openly  in 
the  houfe  ot  lords,  that  there  was  a  greater^s^ 
cjiERNcss  in  thecHAHTEitofNew-En'gland,  than 
jn  thofe  of  the  corporations  in  England  ;  becaufe 
thofe  M’ere  only  of  grace,  whereas  the  charter 

ot  New-Engiand  was  a  contract  beOvccn  the 
king  ana  the  Srrt  patentees,  d'hey  proniifcd  the 
.'ing  to  enlarge  his  dominions  on  their  own 
c  laiges,  piovided  they  and-  their  pofterity  inio-ht 
enjoy  hich  and  fuch  privileges  ;  they  had  perfonn' 
ec  their  part,  now  for  the  king  to  deprive  their 
pofterity  of  the  privileges  therein  granted  unto 
thcrri,  would  carry  a  face  of  injuftice  in  it.”  d  Ifts 
had  fonic  effer.  upon  the  king’s  mind,  and  raufed 
tcruple  whether  he  might  lazfully  take  fPom  us 
tne  privilege  of  choofing  our  chief  rulers  or  not. 

I Q  this  fonre  of  his  arbitary  eouncellors  faid, 
^Wnatsver  might  be  the  merit  of  the  caufe,  in- 
alniuch  as  the  charter  of  the  Maflhehufetts  flood 
vacated  by  n  judgment  agajnft  it,  it  was  in  bk 
fo%t;er  to  put  them  undpr  what  form  of  o-overn«. 
^ent  he  Ctou'd  think  beft  for  them.”*  d’his  was 
lo  flattering  and  plaufabJe  that  it  took  with  Wil- 
|iam,  who  had  often  heard  of  ther  perfccutinn?. 
here,  and  thought  that  by  referving  to  himfelf  a 
powei  tp  negative  all  their  aefs,  hsftiQuld  prevent 
tne  for  the  future. 

Accordingly  a_  new  charter  was  drawn  dated 
Ocf.^7,  1691  which  included  Plymouth  colony, 
confifting  of  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnfta* 
ble  and  Briftol  ;  the  Maffachufett  colony,  which 
contained  the  counties  of  Suffolk, Middidex,  Elfcx, 
.Worcefter,  Hampfhire  and  Berkfliire  :  the  pro-- 


5  Mathers  lifc^  p.  12^^  127, 
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vmce  of  Maine,  viz,  the  counties  of  York  and 
Cumberland  ;  and  Sagadckock,  which,  with  lands 
annexed  in  tlie  county  of  Lincoln, extends  toNova-* 
Scotia.  The  illaads  alfo  fouth  of  Cape-Cod  were 
included  in  this  charter  of  Tbe  Province  of  the  Maf 
Jachufett^S'Bay  in  Nezo-England^  which  referved  an 
arbitary  powxr  in  the  crown,  to  appoint  our  go¬ 
vernor,  lieutenant  governor  and  fecrctary  ;  b^ut 
that  the  people  might  choofe  a  houfe  of  reprefen-? 
tatives  anqually,  to  meet  upon  the  laft  Wednef- 
day  in  May  ;  when  they  w^'crc  to  elect  28  coun^ 
ccilors,  which  w^as  to  be  their  legiflature  ;  the 
council  and  houfe  to  have  a  neg^ative  on  each  o* 
there  acts,  and  alter  both  wTre  agreed  therein,  yet 
the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  lieutenant  go¬ 
vernor,  ftyight  negative  any  aft  they  could  pafs, 
and  aifo  negative  the  eleftion  of  as  many  coun¬ 
cillors  as  he  pleafed.  Upon  all  times  except  elec¬ 
tion  day,  he  could  call,  adjourn,  prorogue  or  dif- 
folvc  the  affembly  at  plcafure.  He  had  the  foie 
povrer  of  appointing  military  ofiicers  ;  and  w^as 
to  appoint  all  officers  of  the  courts  of  jufticc  with 
the  confent  of  the  council ;  other  civil  officers  were 
elefted  by  the  two  houfes,  wffiere  he  had  his  nega¬ 
tive;  and  no  money  could  iffueout  of  the  treafury 
.  but  by  his  warrant  by  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
council.  And  after  all,  the  king  in  council  could, 
at  any  time  within  three  years,  difanrrul  any  aft 
or  law  that  all  three  branches  here  could  make. 
Now  from  wffience  came  this  arbitrary  pow’^er 
in  the  crown  of  England  over  this  country  ?  Iheir 
plea  founded  upon  the  vacation  of  the  former 
trad,  would  difanniil  any  contraft  that  could 
poffibly  be  made  with  any  diftant  people  in  the 
.  v/orld  ;  for  a  complaint  againft  us  w^as  entered 
^nd  judgment  was  palled^  before  wc  could  poffibly 

have 
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have  opportunity  to  anfwer  for  ourfelvcs.  The 
charter  of  the  city  of  London  was  vacated  by  the 
fame  court,  where  they  had  opportunity  to  anf- 
wer  ;  but  they  would  not  crown  Wiiilain  ancj 
Mary,  till  that  judguient  wasreveifed,  and  all  the 
charters  in  England  reltored,  and  their  privileges 
ennirg'ed  much  beyond  what  they  were  when  th« 
contract  was  made  with  Mew-England.  And  in 
that  the  king  engaged  for  himielf,  his  heirs  and 
fucccllbrs,  that  vye  fliould  hold  our  lands,  “  in 
free  and  c(yiimon  foccage,and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
knights  fervice,  we  yielding  and  paying  to  him  his 
heirs  and  luccefTors  the  fifth  part  only  of  all  ore  of 
gold  and  fiivcr,  which  from  time  to  time  and  at 
all  times  hereafter  lhall  be  gotten,  had  or  obtained, 
for  all  fe’  'vices,  Oyatlions  and  dsmcinds  'vuhatjoe-verd'*^^ 
And  leC  our  opprefibrs  (hew  if  they  can  that  we 
ever  violated  this  contratt, 

i.  s 

And  as  to  affairs  here  the  charter  declared^ 
Liberty  of  confciencc  in  the  worfliip  of  God  to 
all  chriiliaryS,  except  papifts,  inhabiting  or  which 
flxall  inhabit  or  be  reiident  within  pur  laid  province 
©r  territory.  ^  Bilt  this  moft  important  article  was 
eonllur'cd  by  the  mlniffers  as  meaning,  I'hat  the 
general  court  might,  by  laws,  encourage  and 
that  religion  which  is  the  general  profeffion  of  the 
inhabitants.’’  ff  * 

And  accordingly  they  in  Oflober  this  year  began 
the  practice,  which  a  noted  author  deferibed  34 
years  after,  in  the  foilowang  manaer.  After  recit¬ 
ing  an  old  faying,  that  ?ninijiers  of  the  gof tel  ^cvould 
have  a  poor  time  of  it^  If  they  mujl  rely  on  a  fee  contri^ 
bution  of  the  people  for  their  maintenance^  he  lays. 
The  laws  of  the  province  having  had  the  roya\ 
approbitioa  to  ratify  dicm^they  are  the  kings  laws. 

By 

t  Miil,  hill.  vol.  2.  p, 


f  Mill.  hill.  vbI,  3.  p.  S,  9. 
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BvthefcU*s  k  is  enaa.d,tl;a»  ‘t-e  (haVI  be apnbfo 

'  4i  *r^  r^od  in  every  plantation  ;  ttiac  tiic  per 
fm  eic-tcci  by  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  to 
t  fo!  M  be  lookcd^upcn  as  the  ohnifter  of  the 
okce  •  that  the  faiciy  for  him  vvhicn  the  >  mall 
?lre-  upon,  Atall  be  levied  by  a  rate  upon  ail  the 

inhablta^us.  In  confequence^of  this,  tne  nnn^ 
cHoien  by  the  people,  is  (not  oniyUiinls. 
b-’t  alfol  in  relllity  the  King^s  minUler  ;  and  the 
fakrv  for  him  is  raifed  in  the  King’s  name,  and  is, 
Se  King’s  allowance  unto  him^  It  the  moil  of  the 
inhabita^nts  in  a  plantation  arc 

will  have  a  minifter  of  their  own  perluafion  ,  and 
the  diffentors^  if  there  be  any  m  the  place,  rnu 
pay  their  proportion  of  the  tax  for  the  fupport  of 
dais  Val  llnyier.  In  a  few  of  the  towns,  a  few 
the  pcopli  in  hope  of  being  releafed  from  the 
tax  for\hekgal  miniher,  fometimes  profefs  them- 
felves  cpifcopalians  ;  but  when  they  plead  this  for 
tiicir  cxempdon,  their  neighbours  tell  them,  they 
ZL  in  their  confcienca,  they  do  not  as  they 
be  done  unto.  An4  if  a  governor  go^by  bis  ^bitaiy 
rower  to  funerceed  the  execution  of  the  law,  ami 
Lo-irc  the’juftices  and  conhablcs  to  leave  the 
epiihopali.ms  out  of  the  tax,  the  people  wonder  he 
is  not ^aw are,  that  he  is  all_  this  while  forbiddin^ 
that  the  Kine  fliould  have  his  dues  paid  unto  him  ; 

forbid  linr  the  King’s  minifter  to  receive  what 
the  KhiVhas  jiven  him.-Sometlmes  the  quakers 
alfo  have  given  fome  occahon  for  uneafineis  ;  but 
e  qutkcrifm  is  Iroublefdme,  fome  towns  arc 
h  wile  is  to  involve  the  falery  for  the  numftry  m 
a  frcncral  rate  for  all  town  cnarges,  and  fo  the 
calils  of  thofe,  who  would  el fe  refufe  to  pay  the 
rate  for  the  rainiftry,  are  obviated.  ^ 

*  Mather’s  Ratio  di/dpHoar,  p.  23-"22 

Ik.— 


u 


ftet  hZ  muJh"'.re«e,!’nb  ““I  » 

Before  iit-mZht  ‘han  before. 

fach„fe„  cZz::^j::z  zzzz  z  ■T’''- 

either  minifter  or  ruler,  but  members  in 
rounion  m  their  churches,  /and  thelkiil 

to  fne-/  ‘  )  ‘  confctences,  was  then  limittf^d 

WoSfof  “  3  'ZZ  P™“d‘ 

irSe?,  '■'7’  '"'“r  "=■■>'  ■"I'^W.an,  ;?a 

teL?,/’';,  'f  Z  of '‘™  "''om  the  Zl 

from  tha  da'v  /'th-”  ''"‘1 

ay,;J^,  ^  ^  ^  ts  made  a  doubt  amon<r 

Z  ,  ,  ¥  '^Mety  knmn  in  lazo,  fo  as  to  be  capable 
of  ho  dmg  a  mccting.houfe  or  other  eftates  whh! 
out  having  othfr  perlbns  to  be  tniftccs  or  guardians 
I'to-  of^F  the  honorable  Edward  Goddard^ 
Wh  of  been  a  member 

ke  D  dVff^  ^  piece 

hepi^rifhcd  m  1753,  wherein  he  fays. 

Good  confcience  men  allow  (they  fay) 

^ut  muft  be  underftood, 

Jo  fay  as  they  fay  themfelves  do  fay, 

Or  elfe  it  can’t  be  good. 

®  the  Maffadmfetts  received 
tiieir  laft  charter,  they  exerted  all  their  power^, 
ot  in  tiieir  legiflative  and  executive  courts, with 
every  art  that  minifters  could  help  them  fo,  in 
attempts  to  compel  every  town  to  receive  and  fup. 
port  fuch  minifters  as  they  called  orthodox.  They 
iPacie  tw«  attciiipts  of  this  nature  upon  Swanzey  j 

and 


appenoi^ 


2Lr_d  m  1722,  they  added  the  fura  of  172I.  ns.  to 
the  province  taxes  lipou  Dartmouth  and  Tiverton, 
for  inch  miniifers,  intending  that  they  flmula 
draw  it  out  of  the  province  treafury.  Aact 


(a  baptill  niiniiter)  ieiect-men  ^or  soole 
towns,  were  I'eized  and  confined  ih  Bnftol 
till  the  cafe  vvas  earned  to  England,  3.nd^  thole 
taxes  were  difatiriullcd  by  the  king  in  council,  and 
an  exprels  order  was  lent  over  to  leleale  tlicni 
i\nd  the  lirll .  act  that  was  made  in  our  province, 
to  exempt  either  baptifts  or  quakers  from  taxes  tt> 
pedobaptifi:  minifters  wnis  in  1728  ;  whicK  I'ay^s, 
That  from  and  after  the  pubiicatioh  of  this  act, 
hone  of  the  perfons  connmonly  called  anabaptiirs, 
hor  any.  of  thofc  called  quakers,  that  .arc  or  h;all 
be  enrolled  or  entered  in  their  isveral  locicties  as 
imenibers  thereof, and  wlto  allecige  a  fcruple  of  con- 
fcience  as  the  rcafori,  of  , their  fefulai  to  pay  any 
part  or  proportion  of  fuch  taxes,  as  arc  'froin  time 
to  time  affeireci  for,  the  fupport  of  the  r.vnihcr  or 
miaifters  of  the  churches  eftablifliecl  In  the  laws 
of  this  province,  in  tlie  town  or  place  where  they 
dwell,  fhall  have  Uicif  polls  taxed  toward  the  lup- 
port  of  fuch  ihinifter  or  minilfers,  nor  ihall  their 
bodies  be  at  aay  time  taken  in  execution. _  to  latis- 
fy  any  fuch  nuniltsrial  rate  or  tax,  affetied  upoit 
their  eftates  or  faculty,'  .Provided,  that  fuch  per¬ 
fons  do  ufually  attend  the  meetings  of  Ciieir  re- 
fpectivc  locietics,  affembling,  upon  the  Lord’s-day 
for  the  worlhip  of  God,  anci  that  they  live  within 
viiles  of  the  place  of  . inch  meeting.”  tlerc  w'o 
may  fee  that  tyranny  is  always  ihe  fame.  Gyrh 
ferve  the  Lord  ;  only  let  your  flocks  and  pur  herds  bd 
''flayed:,  fiid  Pharaoh.  Let  their  bodies  be  cxerap 
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ted,  but  their  eflates  and  faculties  be  taxed  faiS* 
the  Ma|lachufetts^  I  ivill  let  you  go^  that  ye  may  facru 
Jn  e  to  the  hofd  your  God^  in  the  wildernejs  5  only  yoi^ 
fnall  not  go  z'.ery  far  away,  faid  Pharoah,  Go  but 
five  miles,  faid  the  Mafificluiletts.  Mr.  Ihomaa 
Plollis  of  London,  had  received  fuch  accounts  of 
their  catholic  temper  at  Harvard-college,  confirm¬ 
ed  by  the  ordination  of  a  pious  youth  in  Bofton 
who  was  educated  there,  p.  523,  that  he  becanjie 
the  greatell  bcnefacdor  to  that  college  that  they 
ever  had.  And  1  have  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to 
Mir.  Lphraiin  Wheaton,  paiior  of  the  firft  church 
in  Swanzey,  dated  March  23,  17233  wherein  he 
fays,  you  have  heard,  or  may  be  informed  by 
Mr.  Callender,  ot  my  foundation  in  Harvard-col- 
Icgc,  and  the  provifion  1  have  made  for  baptifl: 

be  educated  for  the  miniftry^  and  equal¬ 
ly  regarded  with  pedobaptifts.  If  you  know  any 
as  may  be  duly  qualified,  inform  me,  and  I  ftiall  be 
glad  to  recommend  them  for  firft  vacancy.’’  But 
what  heart  could  he  have  to  fend  any  youths  there, 
while  a  large  number  of  his  brethren,  who,  with 
himfelf,  lived  within  the  bounds  of  Rchoboth,were 
taxed  from  year  to  year  to  prefby terian  minifters  ? 
And  after  the  above  exempting  2O:  was  made^ 
they  w'erc  told  by  their  county  court,  that  it  did 
not  take  place  that  year.  And  for  refufing  to 
pay  fuch  taxes  any  longer,  elder  Wheaton’s  ion, 
and  27  ijaore  of  his  people  w^rc  feized  on  March 
3,  1729,  and  confined  in  Briftol  goal.  And  more 
or  lefs  ofluch  things,  which  by  their  eminent  fa- 
.tilers  are  called  tyranny  and  robbery^  p.  311,  ^2/ , 
have  been  practiled  to  this  day  under  the  mail:  of 
religion. 

Aud  my  dear  country-mcn,  I  muft  here  folcmn- 
■ty  eall  you  review  the  tvhkh  has  oftG* 
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feeea  caft  upon  us  ;  viz,  Mark  them  ■  who  caufe  di~, 

z'ijions  and  offencts,  contrary  to  the,  dodlrme  which  y€ 
have  learned^  and  avoid  theni  :  for  they  that  arefuco^ 

'  firve  not  our  lj)rd  Jf  ds  Chrijf  but  their  czvn  beliy  ^ 
and  by  (rood  words  and  fair  Jpeecbes  deceive  the  heat  is 
of  the piple.  The  uppermoil  parcy  in  every  Ihtc 
have  always  been  ready  to  apply  word  to 
thofe  who  refufe  a  lubmiffion  and  conformity  to 
them  in  religions  matters*  Kiat  the  maiJtc  is  fet 
upon  them  ’%oho  caufe  divifions^  not  meerly  upon 
Inch  as  are  divided.  Jofeph  was  feparaied  fioin 
his  brethren,  without  his  being  the  iaulty  caufe  ^ 
it.  Again  the  mark  is  put  upon  inch  as  caufe  | 
diviflons  contrary  to  Cbnjl  s  dodlnne^\  oiheiVVifC  he 
declares  himfelf,  that  he  camev  to  lend  divuhons 
upon  earth,  and  even  betwixt  near  rciations.  ihis 

matter  is  juftly  ftated  in  p-  5^3  S^.v 
Ipirecf  apoitle  commands  us  in  the  name  ot  Chriifc 
to  withdraw  from  every  brother  that  walketh  diforder" 
ly  ; — for  we  behavednot  ourj elves  diforderly  among  you ^ 
neither  Sid  we  eat  any  mans  bread  for  nought* 
3''et  this  great  diforder  has  long  been  praftifed  un- 
er  ^ood  words  and  fair  fpeeches.  '  A  Fagan  mini- 


iter  who  loved  the  wages  of  unrightccufncfs  onct  euJgUt^- 
cd  his  beaft  molt  cruelly  for  not  carrying  himYor- 
ward  againft  a  d>^-^wn  fwmd^  whereby  he  vvoukl 
have  been  (lain  ;  and  thougli  tlie  dumb  afs^  fpeaiiirg^ 
with  mans  voice ^  forbad  the  maclnef  of  the  pt  ophet^ 
yet  the  above  practice  which  never  had  any  better 
fupport  than  cudgel  (p.  loo.)  is  rnadiey  perfiud 
by  many  who  call  tlicmlclvs  chi  ijcians  to  this  day* 
A  convention  of  minifters  publiflicd  a  difcourle 
among  us  five  years  ago,  cntiiled  Cat oolu  fm  j  or 
chriftian  charity  ;  wherein  after  faying  many  ex¬ 
cellent  things  about  charity,  they  in  p.  -^8,  acenfe 
^bofe  who  separated  from  their  conflitution  in 
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J  744^  of  zeal,  yea  rather  fury  agaiiift  rivlnp^  and 
receiving  ininilkTial  fupporc  ;’’‘and  With  a  wa^ilof 
.  cdnhilancy  and  honeily/'  for  now  conoinr  into 
tnat  practice  thcinieives  And  it  is  well  hi] own  that 
|hi.i  ccnlu?e  is  icvelicci  againii  ine  and  many  of  my 
b;  cpiii  ep.  ^  J  readily  con  ids  that  J  Separated  froni 
thyu^  con  lilt  u  lion  about  the  ciofc  of  that  year  ;  but 
‘pWnv^ly  deny  that  t.ver  1  appeared  againft 
and  “^^biiuenai^iiipport, '  and  know  not 

that  any  ttt  M>y  bi'etiircn  m,  the  niinifiry  who  fepae 
latcJ  ffv)!!!  tiiciu  ever  did  fo.  Kad  tlicv  laid 
tyiai  aye  were  zealous  agairdl;  ^nd.  forcing  in 

Inch  cafes,  they  vroiiid  not  have  vu'ciw-ed  the 
tiath^  and  tlicir  ncighooiirs,  as  they  ha\d  now 
^oue.  I  he  conflitiition  that  wc  feparated  from, 

brook  in  170S,  which  fays, 

fb  at  the  churches  which  are  neighbouring  to  each 

Other  Aw//  conjcciaic  for  nrataal  alTording  "to  each 
ether  {uen  afliftance,  as  niay  be  recjuilite,  upon 

A  L  L  O  C  C  A  SI  O  N  S  £  C  C 1.  E  SI  A  b  T 1  C  A  L  d  ^  A  li  d  th  ei-f 

hrfl  proof  to  fapporf  this  article  isFialm  i  22, 3—5, 
v/hici’^fpeaks  of  the  florories  of  ]ud<jment  that  were 
Act  in  jeniiaiero  for  the  hoife  of  iJavicL  i\  crafty 
minlfterial  governor,  fon  to  a  Maflachulett  magii- 
trate,  prevailed  with  Conncciiciit  Jegiflature  to 
approbate  tnis  platrorm  the  next  year.  Another 
C<ir2ibndgc  fchollar  u’as  tihen  ininiftcr  of  Norwheh, 
and  was  roh)Iutc  to  introduce  the  icheme  there, 
dhie  law  whereby  it  was  approbated  laid,  “  Pro- 
yided.,  that  nothing  herein  laall  be  intended  or 
C<)ndrued  to  hinder' any  iociety  or  church  that  is 
or  fliali  be  ai!t.)vred  by  the  lawns  of  tliis  government, 
from,  excrcifing  \yorfJhp  ana  difciphhc  in  their 
own  veay,  according  to  tlicir  conicicnccsd^  Yet 
bccaufc  Riciiard  Bnllinel  and  jofeph  Backus  EfqVs 
rygi^ixfeiitativcs  for  Kur\\hcli  (with  other  fatliers  {;£ 
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^lic  town)  withdrew  from  the  miniflers  party-j  rn? 
ther  than  come  under  that  yoke,  they  laid  them 
under  churcli  cealure,  and  by  that  means  pro¬ 
cured  their  expultion  out  of  the  next  aflembly 
when  they  mcf.  About  the  fanae  time  Mr.  Stod^' 
dard  publicly  advanced  his  fcheme  of  the  Lords- 
fnpper  being  a  converting  ordinance,  p.  484,  And 
tho  with  much  labour  Norwich  got  rid  of  faid 
minifter,  and  fettled  another  upon  their  ^  former 
principles,  yet  before  I  left  this  latter  minifter,  he 
not  only  plainly  difeovered  his  fondnefs  for  Say-^ 
brook  platform,  but  aftually  procured  a  vote  of 
the  church  to  deceive  members  without  fo  much 
as  a  written  account  of  any  inward  change  ;  and 
they  practice  fo  to  tins  day.  A  few  months  be¬ 
fore  [  feparatedMr.  Elifha  Williams,  a  former  pre- 
fident  of  Yale -college,  publiflied  a  feafonahle  flea 
for  the  rights  of  confctencc^  wherein  he  fays,  ddie 
fountain  and  original  of  all  civil  power  h  from  the 
people^  and  is  certainly  inftituted  for  their  fakes  y 
the  great  end  of  civil  government,  is  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  perfons,  their  liberties,  and  their 
property.  A  chrihian  is  to  receive  his  chriilianity 
FROM  CfiRisT  alonr  ^  foT  what  is  it  which  is 
neccilarily  implied  anc^luppofed  in  the  very  notion 
of  a  criRfSTi^AN  but  this,  that  he  is  follower  and 
difciplc  c/ CHRIST  1  As  Chrifts  ofilcers  have  autho. 
rity  to  teach  me  a  Ills  mind  in  things  pertaining  to 
his  kingdom  ;  fo  they  have  no  auliiority  to  teach 
men  any  thing  but  the  mmd  and  will^  of  Chrift. 
It  is  a  truth  that  fhines  with  a  meridian  bright-, 
ncls,  that  v/liatevcr  is  not  contained  in  ^  a  com- 
nhfiion,  is  out  of  it  and  excluded  by  it  ;  and 
the  teaching  ins  LAWS  only  being  contained  in 
the  cominiflion,  what  is  not  his  law  is  out  or  it, 
and  hy  that  commiilion  tJicy  arc  excluded  from, 
teaching  it,  or  foikid  by  it.''  But 
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But  what  can  be  more  contrary  hereto  thaa 
for  a  civil  legeflature  to  form  every  town  and  pa- 
3“ifh  into  feli^ioiis  jocitti^s^  and  to  jorcs  every  inlia- 
bitant  therein  either  to  fuppoit  the  minifter  which 
the  majority  have  chofeo^,  or  elfe  to  pay  a  yearly 
acknowledgment  to  that  ufarped  power  over 
tiieii  coniciences  !  ^iid  which  is  as  real  a  breach 
ot  pQoiic  raith  in  our  charter^  as  ever  it  was  for 
the  him  ill  court  to  tai^e  from  us  the  right  of 
chooling  our  own  governors,  and^  then  to^ burn 
our  towns  and  cut  our  throats  for  not  paying  them 
as  much  money  as  they  demanded.  I  have  the 
€xpreis  teihmony  of  the  elders,  and  brethren  of 
fevcnteeii  of  our  baptift  churches,  whometlaft 
year  at  ijrrarton,  that  they  intirely  agree  with  the 
fentiments  and  principies  receited  in  our  hiftory, 
p.  14 — 32,  excepting  that  of  infant  baptifm  ;  yet 
great  n  ambers  of  them  have  been  taxed  to  pedo*' 
bapdicS  niiiii Iters  fince  that  time,  only  becaufe  wc 
retule  to  r  ay  any  further  acknowledgment  to  the 
>  '  r 'ped  power  over  cur  confcienccs, 

abundantly  evident  that,  our  former 
fuifea.n.-3  would  have  been  greater  from  the  rul¬ 
ing  party  here  than  they  were,  if  ic  had  not  beeji 
for  reilraints  from  the  Britifh  court  ;  and  as*it 
is  alio  certrin  that  attempts  have  been  made  from 
thence  to  prevent  our  uniting  now  with  our  coun¬ 
try  againit  their  invalions,  liow  can  thofe  who 
ftill  incline  to  f)pprefs  us  ever  expect  to  profper, 
if  they  view  the  matter  either  in  a  natural,  or  a 
judicial  light  ? — Confidered  in  a  natural  light  ; 
when  we  know  and  can  prove  that  ieveraJ  thou- 
fand  dollars  worth  of  eltatcs  have  been  wraited 
from  us  on  religious  accounts,  fince  the  prefert 
conteft  for  civil  liberty  commenced,  with  what 
heart  can  we  obey  or  fuppoit  the  power  which 

ftiU 
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ftill  denies  us  equal  liberty  of  confcience  wit© 
themfelvcs.  And  coniidering  things  judicially, 
let  fuch  read  the  warnings  their  fathers  had,  witll 

their  cllecls,  p.  aoi — 265,  39c— *395» 

and  then  venture  on  further  in  that  way  u  tncy 

is  to  be  noted,  that  a  very  large  number  of 
our  country-mcn  of  various  denominations  arc 
for  the  equal  liberty  We  fpeak  of  ;  ami  I  defire  ail 
to  act  in  the  cafe  by  the  rule  Mr.  Robinfon  pre- 
feribes  p.  12,  13.  and  fliall  clofe  with  the  word^ 
of  the  aforefaid  Mr.  Goddard,  viz. 

In  ancient  ages,  when  the  Englifh  realm 
And  popilh  zelots,  placed  at  the  helm 
To  ftablilh  that  religion  tythes  vvere  fix’d 
By  cannon  laws,  with  civil  intermix’d. 

Which  form’d  the  Englifh  conftitution  fo. 

That  after-ages  can't  the  tythes  forego  : 

Ana  hence  diflenters  are  obliged  there. 

To  pay  incumbants,  whom  they  never  hear. 
Which  foijie  condemn,  as  a  prciatic  game. 

Who  yet,  by  major  vote  would  play  the  fame  5 
And  LORD  MAJORITY  would  claim  the  purfe 
For  iVis  incumbants  ;  than  which  nothing  worfe 
Lordly  diocefan,  himfelf,  can  claim  ; 
bo  tkefe  two  Lords  do  differ,  but  in  name. 

One  pleading  Engliih  laws,  for  his  fupport  ; 

The  other  Signing  acLs  of  our  own  court ; 
Alledging  law,  in  a  preverted  fenfe 
To  reader  charter  grant,  a  meer  pretence  j 
And  as  if  law  and  charter  both  intend 
To  crufh  Qiie  church,  another  to  befriend  : 
They’d  make  them  mean,  the  fame  that  Pharoh 

fald. 

Go  ferve  the  Lord,  but  let  yourpeh  be  Hay  d. 

But  if  one  church  be  tax’d,  to  ffrve  anothen, 

Iv#  matter  whether,  dons  by  this  or  t’other. 
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pAGE4,  linez,  read  ordinaries,  1.  30,  r.  pradice.  p.  18  i- 
:  ,  3  excoinaaunicate  them.  R  3  , ,  9.  r.  as  entire.  1.  2  rl 

33.  4.  f-r  Maiiachl 

-%ts,r.  colonies.  R  jj,  /.  10,  r.  John.  R  62,/.  2.R  r.  the.  P 
8(,  marg.  1.  13  r.  94.  P.  85,  maig.  1.  n,  r,.i;oiih.  p.  So,  i* 
22,  r.  nineteen.  P.  96  correa  by  R  529  R  98,  line  ult.  r.  as,  R 
107  /.  r.  Inomas  Oiney  and  ms  wife  R  i  10,  1.  jz.r.  huodi 


A  r.  u  n  7  '  ’  29,  r.  It  ms/,  ssj. 

r.  thele.  I ,  iSo,  L  20,  r.  to  be.  p.  214,  /.  ij.  r  Alden.  p. 

6*^^  2II.  P.  246,  /;  6,  r,  join  with.  P.  ZAn  L  a  r 

fins,  L  9,  r.  he  woald.  P.  273,  /.  4.  r  to  force  or.  p.  t'jA..  marV- 

I;  3,  r.  Robert  Carr.  P.  277,  1.  27,  r.  charter.  P.  281,  marp'. 

I,  12, r.  that  I,  /.  14^  r.  hde,  and  do  promife  loving  carria?'^*  fvt 

myfeif .  P.  2S3.  /.  16,  r.  guilty  of,  R  .88,  L  3 r.  nmTc  wheteot 

Pownfeud.  R_299, 1.  16,  r.  date  not.  P.  302,  /,  i ,,  r,  affembied. 
/.  33,  r.  to  this.  P.  303,  II,  r.  p/r/i  thi  rsH  of  ths  Providetr^ 
plantattom  in  the.  R  307.  L  3.  dcie  friends,  /.  ij.r.  onenefs 
v/ith.1 . 309, r.  /.23.in  the.  P.  3 1  j,  I,  30,  r.  Wiongcd.  P.3 1 43  /.  1  /* 
r.  of  a.  P^.  3  2  1,  marg.  /.  2,  againft  the.  P.  323,  /,  5,  t.l’en  Aif 
tae  rockr  /.  34,  dele  not.  P.  328,  marg.  r.  p.  9,  28.  P.  3,4,  }. 
13,  r.  ^tr.  R  349,  L  i,  dele  the.  P.  37,,  /.  8,  dek  next.  R  353,- 
l.  l,T.  an  aJ,  L.  4.  r.  and  confent.  P.  359,  marg.  I  2.delefav<i. 
P.  350,  /.  20,  r.  he  would  come  and  (hey.  P,  369,  /.ij,  r.  lent 
feme.  P.  370, /.  28,  r.  a  lin.  P.  i']X,  L  25,  ceie  and.  P  372’ 
1.  9.  r.  a  yihble.  P.  373,  bult,  r.  of  the.  P.  378, /.  ]i,r.  add' 
that.  P.  384,  L  6,  r.  greatefi,  /.  28^  r.  means  to,  /,  24,  r.  before 
the.w.  P.  3S7.  3.  r.  of  a,  /.  28,  r.  and  not.P.  389,  3, 

1.  zf,x-  I.  Chron.  P.  393,  /.  13,  r.'yoLi  can  fay  agairift  thefe. 

397>  ^htough.  P.  398,  /.  27,  r.  as  is  m6ft.  P.  au; 

/,  34,  r.  much  of.  P.4i3,/.  2  t,  delachurch  affembkd.  P.  421, 
Marg.  1.  I?,  r.  thickeft.  P.  424.  /.  15,  r.  retiring,  P.  426.  7.  i’ 

-  l3./.  34,  r.  are  not.  P.  427;  1.  n,  dek  our  before' 


jatik.  P.  43^'  2o,  r.  of.  P.  43?>  nifirg.  2.  16^7,  P.  439^ 

nnrg.  1 7,  r.  1609,  /.  36,  r.  and  he  gave.  P.  444,  marg.  L  6. 
dele  auciP.  44s,  /.  27.  r.placed.  P,  448,  /.  23.  r.  they.  P.449, 
19,  r.  could.  P.  492,/.  i2,r.  is.  /.  29,  r.  could.  P.74./.  23^ 
r.  rule.  P,  437,  /.  zb^r.  parents.  P.  463.  /.  aS.r.and  v^hat,  /, 
r,  ro,  12,  P.  468,  L  7.  r.  marfHal.  P.  476,  /.  S,  r«  governors,  p^, 
477, /.30  from  one.  P.  479,  /.  J9,  r.  in  going.  P.  481,  L  8,.  r, 
built  it,  /.  24.  r.  defeeft.  P,  4^4>  20,  r.  were  m’inifters.  P.  4.S7, 

1.  18,  r.  this  rern@val.  P.  493.  marg.  /.  5.  1.  r.  1772,  6,  r, 
write.  P.  496,  /.  6,  r.  accept.  P.  497^  y ,  r,  light,  /.  7  r,  any 
from  the  word  of  G3;L  "  ’  ‘  ' 


Not  having  time  and  Room  therefor,  'ivhcn  oiir 

tiji  Hijiory  was.  fnijh&df  a  hriej  l_N  U  IL  X 
to  it  is  inferted  here. 


■  Arsbaptifs ;  a  reproachful  name.  P  9  45.  t;6,  109  II7; 

15  ^  173^  VS7,  267,  376^  383  .  587,  40S,  423,. 483.  537. 

.  a^naKofs’s  tyranny,  P.  5i7^-r-52i,  525 

*  Arbitafy  power  ur^der  a  religious  mallj;.  .  P.  45.  49^  55,  63 — 6^^ 
84*  87,  95,  120-.127,  409,  498. 

It  moved  men  to  inysde  property. .  P.  58^  67,  98,  13^,  268-^ 

-73  33§.f  341-  4^**  488.^  "  ^  a 

Difpenfc  with  Ociths,  P.  61,  518,  and  impofe  new  ones.  P.  62^^ 
5x32 

‘  To  promote  a  religious  uniformity.  P,  49,  66— ro,  77»  iS?!  537." 
Non  conform i ffs  vi^erc  Dislranchifed.  F,  P.  58,  373,  538. 
Difariped.  p.  £6.  ^ 

lmp^^fobed.  -,P, 113,126,  215, ,218^  244,  307,321,  374,  380, 
386,  388^  398.  405,  474,  475.  \  ^  ^  ^  "  ' 

Fined:  P.  iqq,  H3,  n?,  21a  2.39,  319.  324,  354,  375,  382, 

413,480,502.  "  :V- ^ 

-  Scouigcd.  P.  1 51,  236,  248,  314,  3j8,  321,  538.  V 
Cropt  and  branded  P.  3H' 

B milhffd.  P  .  7P^  ^Sr  86, 95,  1 16,  118,  129,  .15:4,  314,  324,  375^^ 

and  banged,  P-  3^9>  33^-  .  - 

Aibitary  meafurci  meied  to  them  again.  -  P.  517— 5 2 1.  '  I 

Conviaion  wrought  thereby.  E  521— 525. 

;  Arminians.  P.  33,  463  '  * 

Antinomrans.  P.  P.  79—83,  116;  117,  188,  :  . 

‘  '■  B.  ^ 

Baptiftj  at  Providence.  P>  lOJ — 112,240.  >  '  , 

Newport.  P.  II7,  149,  2 1 5,  255— 260,  376, 401,  413, 43^;  442. 

•  Rshoboth.  P.  *13,  2?3,  350. 

Swanzey.  P..  P,,35;3.  3?4-  4 J5.'48q,.49*.  5°6» 

Boftoa.”  P.  355^370,  380,  398,404,411,414,  480,  507,  521 

—  527.  •  ■ 

Wefterly.  _P.  416,  434,  473,  47;.  ..J 

Martha  s-Vineyaro  P  437—439. 

Kittery-  P,  P.  502— 5,03.'  -  !  ■' 

New -London.  P  473,473,480, 

Baptif'i  fufferings,- laws  againft  fhem,  P,  150,  174^  ?I4«  4?7» 
429,481.  ’■  *■  :  '  - 

Sentences  of  cou.'t.  P.  214,  219,  231,  239,  243,  272.r-275,  355, 
5*9,397,398,404,413,480,489,  490,  502,  504,  other  wruing?^ 

igainft  th-o-  Pr  <7r  —184,  187,  546,  232,  283,  35^  ^359»  3®7 
40Sb  429>4^3i  485^  49®/492— -  ,  -  “ 
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their  (iefin«  ofitietofetm,  P.  ifg-ri7y,  244,  24S,  261, 

3?9~37i»  4^.7<  4^7*r*’4'*t»  45>~497»  “taer  dtfcbce  of 

them,  P.  1^6,246,266,  373,380—382,  390— 39 j,  41P,  522— 

52;.  _  ■  _■  - 

rhe  charge  of  wUfu^nefs,  related.  P.  ii6,  179,  184,  227  248. 

376.  377' 38-2  485,49{;50i,  1 

iS.ftHts  ienJai^nts.  P,  143,  1,51.  166,  i8o— 185,  208—212,  2*2 
^224, 228,  25^—260,  3c6,  3^3*  3-^^^  3®^"r*386,  39^“4®S>  4it 
•^413,427, 428, 487;49.5— -497.  '•  ;  ^  -  ~  ■> 

Blaxton.  P.  84,  8j 


Bfa<jfpixl, "  p.  4i-,r_44. 5-4,  74,  2.14,  333,-450,  jjj,  -  ,  ’ 

I  *  T  •'  '*  (  ■  ♦ 

Cbauncy.,,  P,  P  .11.5,  145,  2,84,  334. .  .  ,-,  <  '  ■  . , 

Church  order.  P.  P.  14—28,  46—48,  50,  174,  loi,  380,’ rar.- 
. .  Chamberlains  letter's,  P.  476-  48^-  *  '  ^  •  ' '  :  :•  ■  -  '  |  ' 

Clarke.  P,  8?,  ipj.  X17,  149,  g.07,  2i5r--228,  274, -2-13,  ^345, 
348.  439'™’44'^»  4'>^<  SI'-  -■-  '  .'■  " 

Coanedicm  colony.  Pi-  75,  345,  etrcroaefeed  upon:Rhode-Ifland.,  P, 
346,3^0,457467.  - 

.  53*  S7.  6q,-77.7?*  ?3*  99.-  ‘«?3>  I57— 171.  ilQ, 

J89,  239,  247,  472,  ;  - 

Cromwell’s  IcJur.  "P>  302  ?  -  -  -  j  '  - 

'  f)  "  ‘  ■  X.  ‘ 

*  .  i  *  -  ;  ,  .  .  i  : 

IJeclenfipns,  ?,  331*^336,  387,  j88,  391/40,5,  406,  484. 
Psvenport.  I'- 334.  33S*  388,  399,  ■  . 

Dunftar.  p.n6,  282,.320.  ,  , 

■  ,  -i-.  E. 

Ecckfidfikal  gllabiilhments  by  human  laws,  p.  49,  {la,  64,  66,  *jl^ 
59,  87,  98,  JOQ,  i8jW<9o,'  249,  399,  319,  372/483,  501, 537.,  * 

,  Their  wcaknefs.  P.  246,  3 ty,  378.  38 1 ,  3S5,  494,  544. 

Contrary  to  the  firft  prineiplcs  of  government.  P.  168,  169,  aiij, 
H6,  J19,  393-  4S^i  487»  S S^t>'S24,  fSg."  ’Appendix P.  ' 

Firft  prioclples  of  New-En gland,  concerning  place.  P. 
^eforq^ation,  P.  7— 13,  2^*  .  ^ 

Matter  of  the  church.  F*  14,  47,  1 14,  144,  191,  541®  ' 
Baptlfmand  th^  Cuppeo  .  P.  I5>  4 13/ 1 14. .  t  ’ 

Improvement  oC  P*  43* 

The  keyS'  P-  16 — 19.  .  '  *  - 

Ordination.  P.  P>  12,  19 — zi. 

Pifclpline,  P.  zzrr^^f  ^7»  34»  3^i  4^*  '  ‘ 

Civil  govemmeat,  P,  28 — 38,38. 

Self  deniai,  P.  ii,  33124,  34,  3^r44i  54^’^543« 

M  inifters  fupport.  P,  ji,  99.311,319.536.  - 

fvrgery,  p.  410.  .•  . 

G. 

Gortoa.  P.  118 — 134,  141,  142.  i92>  195.  299,  349* 
l^vgatiisnt.  |ru«  ij.  f .  8!^.  29,  38,  z9^tS4f 
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^224,  ti%,  297\349»  5^3 
vMirtakcs  about  it'.  P.  $1  ^ 

363.  323,  33l>  4^4»  482,  5 

4 

Holmes.  P.  208—214. 

,  Hutchinfoo  banifljed.  P^ 


Pequot  war.  R.  75-too»  102,  121,  33Qi  '  • 

Phillip’s  war.  299,306,  415— 4  34»  ,  ~ 

Plyrnoiith  plantc  i.'  P*  ftraits  endured  with  patienccj  P*  34#  4^ 

«*r44*  Their  rulers.  P.526,  527. 

Priefts,  P.  1 10,  352,387,389,453,454. 

Providence  planted.  F.  71^74,  89,  90,  92-^95. 

Q. 

Quakers  arrival.  P.  130,307. 

Sentiments  and  fulTerings.  P,  141  I44»  3^7^33*#  4^3”4^S#  4^9 

Difpuie  with  Williams,  P.  108,  325,445 — 46$. 

R  ^ 

Rhode  Ifland  planted.  P.  88,  91,  114,280,281. 

firft  feheme  of  government.  P  96,  119,  529^531.  ) 

Join  with  Providence,  and  WiUi^flQS  gets  them  a  charter.  P.  ilog 
148,198,199,441,514. 

Clarke  another.  P.  336,  441,  512. 

Caufc  of  diforders  there.  P.  i  i9,--'l29,  134*  *3^>  zoOt  203,  207, 
4t66---28 1, 288—304,  315,  336---350,459--462,  466,-*-467,  512. 
"  Robinfon's  fentiments  and  chara6ler.  P.  2*-“39*  4^*  43>  493* 

Rogercuens.  P,  473 — 480, 486, 

S« 

geyentb  day  bapiiftj*  P.  4x1#  475#  475 ““47^#  4^^#  S^H 
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.>5jaoiIs,.of  Ne»r-IngUnif.  Firft,  p,.8i.  Second  »  .««  -ri,- 

J33.  387.  'Fpurth.p;  483,  -  '  P-  Third, 

^S^™io„„bfcd  8^.-8,,  33J,  ,36,  3;s,  388,  3,,, 

•  forces  of  thefi;ld.  -p.  26— a8,a6i_.i64.  r2i. 

Taxes  for ,MiDlA«r^.JP;:p..98...  101,  310-.-^  i-a 

Jf39.  544.  Appendix.  P;6,-i5.  '  '  ^  9,  a  36^ 

Vane.  P.  76-..82,'9i,  ir8,,i48,  i55,  175,  198.286,  289, '352, 

Williams  againft  oppreffion.  54. 38,  67—69,  7,,  119,  13, 

26:5  ,,<500.  '  :  -  T  '  <*„ 

Isbanifted.  'P.  70,' 853156,  262.  /'  ,  ' 

Plants  Providence,-  P.  '7i  — 74;  89- r95,  108  112.  ' 

fiequile  good,  for  evil;  P-  75i  88'.  15?;  i93.' 339,  340. 

Ft,i ms  the  firft  Bapiift  church  in  Aajeiica.'  p.  lor. 

Letters  in  his  favour  /rom  England. P,  154,  283,  301,  302,  - 
His  religious  fcntimcnii.-: P,  143,  -144;  447,  45^^-  -454.  463/  472. 

His  labours  for  equity  and  pe^ce.  .P.,  1:19,  >48. 19i.  «95.  20c,  tU 
^276  286--301,  304,418,— 424,  513.  \  -:■% 

Hi^s  fucoefirihei«in';-Vpi  2^6,2268,-  2^6,  293,:  296,  394,  306,  465^ 


.;4rjfcii»  el4ath,  char8flcri:,aridp(>fleriiy/  p,  p.  r ir,  ci6.  '  ' 

io-?.  .57-;/o:',48,'49,,n, 


5^  N. 


t 


\  i 


1  % 


A*  k 

4  ' 


0*  » 

^  \  .  t 


"  '  *! 

t 

r 

• 

r  -  ■ !  • 

•  .  1 

•  •  r  , 

.  ^  ;  ,r  . 

r 

r 
'  9 

r : . 

4 

* 

•  ■  4  *.  * 

M 

y  •  -  '  . 

1 

*  > 

y  V 

•  1 '  ^ 

♦  ■** 

■  -  'V 

t  1  '  ‘  , 

.  ^  .r  •  . 

i 

v^  C 

'V 

> 

fc. '  —  2  " 

-,  i  *  V 

*  . 

1 

-  ■:  •  ^ 

T 

•  ^ 

/  * 

- 

<•  0 - V*  ^.r-  ! 

f 

♦ 

„  \  i  ■-  . 

t 

*  •  *  ^  '  1  * 

’  t 

.  •  X  4  . 

t 

f  . .  i  '•  *  V 

'  •  K  i  ' 

L 

<  i 

4  ■ 

4  '■  r-  f*'.  1*, 

-•  .  ,  K,.  V,  .  . 

r.  ' 

4  W  i.«  •  • 

i  1  - 

■>  V 

. 

^  i 

■  ■  '  /  f  « 

»  *  *  •  V  *:  r» 

<  ■  i;v' 

; 

%<« 

V  .  7 

Q  f 

^  » 

f  .  •  >  ■ 

*  s'  • 

1 

' 

r  ■  »  ,  ;• 

% 

i  , 

*  *  ^  «r  ; 

r  ^  ^  r  r 

i  ^  >  *  - 

,  .i 

■  .  '  a  >  a 

.  1  '  ! 

^  -  f  :  * 

*  V  t.  s‘ 

=  .  r  ■■  ■  •  7 

V  C  '  i  ;  < 

^  ..  V  * 

4  ^  j  0  «d 

h  -  ■ 

’  > 

*  *  ■  '  •  t 

(  »■-  •'  < 

t 

'V- 

%  4  *■•  1  ‘ 

9 

.  ' 

‘U  r 

w 

1^ 

ft 


•->tt 


iP 

)S 

\r  V  V  ^^:  ■  x.j.  Vj*.  ^  ^  "V  'V  ’V 

Cl"'  ’ 


A  * 


•>^, 


